Tithing-A Law of Sacrifice
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Introduction

The following scriptures and articles on Tithing were used in my calling as a bishop in teaching members the importance of this law. It was my observation that members who had the faith to fully live this law had more of the Spirit and fewer problems. Without doubt the Lord finds a way to bless His children who observe the Law of Tithing.
Tithing is a basic sacrifice required of members of the church who have an income:

D&C 97:8: “Verily I say unto you, all among them who know their hearts are honest, and are broken, and their spirits contrite and are willing to observe their covenants by sacrifice-yea every sacrifice which I the Lord shall command-they are accepted of me” 
D&C 64:23: “And now it is called today until the coming of the Son of Man, and verily it is a day of sacrifice and a day for the tithing of my people; for he that is tithed shall not be burned at His Coming.”
 Note (Tithing in the above actually refers to the Law of Consecration)
Tithing is a debt unto God for the many blessings received upon this earth. It is a basic contribution to the building of His kingdom upon the earth.
Tithing is one tenth of a person’s annual interest or income.  

Tithe: dictionary: “A tenth part of annual produce of land or labour taken for support of.

What is Considered a Proper Tithe?  President Spencer Kimball stated:
“Enquiries are received at the office of the First Presidency from time to time from officers and members of the Church asking for information as to what is considered a proper tithe. We have uniformly replied that the simplest statement we know of is the statement of the Lord himself, namely, that the members of the Church should pay “one-tenth of all their interest annually” which is understood to mean income (D&C 119:4)” 
Scriptures on Tithing
The following scripture from Malachi is the most oft repeated by those who speak on the subject of tithing.
Malachi 3:8-12: “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, wherein have ye robbed thee? In tithes and offerings- Ye [are] cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, [even] this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that [there shall] not [be room] enough [to receive it]. 
And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts. And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.”

The Saviour commanded that the above words of Malachi should be recorded by the Nephites whom He visited: 

3 Nephi 24:1: “And it came to pass that he commanded them that they should write the words which the Father had given unto Malachi, which he should tell unto them. And it came to pass that after they were written he expounded them. And these are the words which he did tell unto them, saying……….(v8-11 repeats Malachi 3:8-12)
Genesis 14:18-20: “And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine and he was the priest of the most high God. And he blessed him, and said ‘blessed  be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: And blessed be the Most high God

which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.”
Genesis 28:22: Isaac: “And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God’s house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.”

JST, Genesis 14:37-39: “And he lifted up his voice, and he blessed Abram, being the high priest, and the keeper of the storehouse of God; Him whom God had appointed to receive tithes for the poor. Wherefore, Abram paid unto him tithes of all that he had, of all the riches which he possessed, which God had given him more than that which he had need.”
Leviticus 27:30-32, 34: “And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s: it is holy unto the Lord. And if a man will at all redeem ought of his tithes, he shall add thereto the fifth part thereof.

And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the Lord…..These are the commandments, which the Lord commanded Moses for the children of Israel in mount Sinai.”

Under the Levitical law the tithes were given to the Levites for their maintenance, and they in turn were charged with the paying of tithes on that which they received as shown by the words of the Lord as he instructed Moses:
Numbers 18:26: “Thus speak unto the Levites, and say unto them, When ye take of the children of Israel the tithes which I have given you from them for your inheritance, then ye shall offer up an heave offering of it for the Lord, even a tenth part of the tithe.”
The law of tithing was a part of the Levitical law and paid by all﻿—even the Levites themselves who were directed to pay tithing on the tithes which were received by them.
Deuteronomy 12:6, 11: “And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, and your tithes, and heave offerings of your hand, and your vows, and your freewill offerings, and the firstlings of your herds and of your flocks…. Then there shall be a place which the Lord your God shall choose to cause his name to dwell there; thither shall ye bring all that I command you; your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, your tithes, and the heave offering of your hand, and all your choice vows which ye vow unto the Lord.”
Nehemiah: 10:37-38: “And that we should bring the first-fruits of our dough, and our offerings, and the fruit of all manner of trees, of wine and of oil, unto the priests, to the chambers of the house of our God; and the tithes of our ground unto the Levites, that the same Levites might have the tithes in all the cities of our tillage. And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the Levites, when the Levites take tithes: and the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the house of our God, to the chambers, into the treasure house.”

Nehemiah 12:44: “And at that time were some appointed over the chambers for the treasures, for the offerings, for the first fruits, and for the tithes, to gather into them out of the fields of the cities the portions of the law for the priests and Levites: for Judah rejoiced for the priests and for the Levites that waited.

Matthew 23:23: “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law judgement mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.”

Alma 13:15: “And it was this same Melchizedek to whom Abraham paid tithes; yea, even our father Abraham paid tithes of one-tenth part of all he possessed.”

Hebrews 7:1-2, 4:  For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace……. Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.”
The Word ‘Tithe’ refers to the Law of Consecration in the Doctrine and Covenants
See the study Tithing refers to the Law of Consecration in the Doctrine and Covenants
It is not always fully understood by members of the church that the word Tithe as used in the Doctrine and Covenants it is actually referring to the Law of Consecration. 

This is explained in the Heading to Doctrine and Covenants Section 119: 

“The Law of Tithing, as understood today, had not been given to the church previous to this revelation. The term “Tithing” in the prayer just quoted and in previous revelations (64:23; 85:3; 97:11) had meant not just one-tenth but all free will offerings, or contributions, to the church funds. The Lord had previously given to the church the Law of Consecration and stewardship of property, which members entered into a covenant that was to be everlasting.”

The Law of Consecration was not suspended until the saints had been driven out of Jackson County, Missouri. In the revelation given on 22 June 1834 at Fishing River, Missouri, the Lord declared there would be a period of delay before Zion was to be redeemed:

D&C 105:9: “Therefore, in consequence of the transgressions of my people, it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season for the Redemption of Zion.” 
As part of this delay in the Redemption of Zion the Lord also postponed the Law of Consecration with these words: 

D&C 105:34: “And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and her Law be executed and fulfilled, after Her Redemption.” 
The revelations using the term Tithe prior to Section 105 in the Doctrine and Covenants are referring to the Law of Consecration and not the Law of Tithing as practised by the Church today. For example the statement made by the Lord “For he that is Tithed shall not be burnt at His Coming” (D&C 64:23) is not referring to our practice of giving just one-tenth of our income but to the Law of Consecration.

It should be realized that it will be necessary for members of the church to be living the Law of Consecration as a vital preparation for the day of ‘vengeance and burning’ that will precede the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. 

This truth is made plain in another revelation in 1832 which was “about those saints who had moved to Zion, but who had not received their inheritances according to the established order in the church” (see Heading to Section 85). In this revelation the commandment was given that all will be required to live the Law of Consecration in preparation for the Second Coming: 
D&C 85:3: “It is contrary to the will and commandment of God that those who receive not their inheritance by consecration, agreeable to his Law, which He has given, that He may Tithe His people, to prepare them against the day of vengeance and burning, should have their names enrolled with the people of God.” 
This revelation clearly links the Law of Consecration with the word Tithe as used by the Lord. Likewise the reference to Tithing in Section Ninety Seven of the Doctrine and Covenants refers to the Law of Consecration in the land of Zion not our present day one-tenth of income. At the time when Section Ninety Seven was given in 1833 only the Law of Consecration had been revealed to the saints. The Temple was to be built in the land of Zion by “the Tithing of my people. Behold this is the tithing and the sacrifice which I, the Lord, require at their hands, that there may be a house built unto me for the salvation of Zion” D&C 97:10-12 extracts
It is also interesting to note that in Doctrine and Covenants Section 119 which is a revelation on Tithing the Lord first requires all the surplus property of the saints to be placed in the hands of the church and thereafter one-tenth of the interest (profit) annually.

The Prophet Joseph Smith petitioned the Lord: “O Lord, show unto thy servants how much thou requirest of the properties of thy people for a tithing” (See Heading to Section 119)

The Lord replied with the following revelation:

D&C 119:1, 3-4.7: “Verily, thus saith the Lord, I require all their surplus property to be put into the hands of the Bishop of my church in Zion….and this shall be the beginning of the tithing of my people. And after that, those who have thus been Tithed shall pay one-tenth of all their interest annually and this a standing law unto them forever, for my Holy Priesthood, saith the Lord….. And this shall be an example unto all the Stakes of Zion.” 

Quotes on Tithing as a Preparation to live the Higher Law of Consecration

Elder Robert D Hales speaking at General Conference stated: 

“Tithing has a special purpose as a preparatory law. Early in this dispensation, the Lord commanded certain members of the Church to live the higher law of consecration﻿—a law received by covenant. When this covenant was not kept, great tribulations came upon the Saints. The law of consecration was then withdrawn. In its place the Lord revealed the law of tithing for the whole Church. 
On July 8, 1838, He declared:

“And this shall be the beginning of the tithing of my people. “… Those who have thus been tithed shall pay one-tenth of all their interest annually; and this shall be a standing law unto them forever.” 

“The Law of Tithing prepares us to live the higher Law of Consecration—to dedicate and give all our time, talents, and resources to the work of the Lord. Until the day when we are required to live this higher law, we are commanded to live the Law of the Tithe, which is to freely give one-tenth of our income annually.” General Conference Oct 2002  
Elder Dallin H. Oaks stated:

“The payment of Tithing also brings the individual tithe payer unique spiritual blessings. Tithe paying is evidence that we accept the law of sacrifice. It also prepares us for the Law of Consecration and the other higher laws of the Celestial kingdom.” April 1994 General Conference
Elder Joseph Fielding Smith Stated:

“It is definitely true however that all those who will not obey the Law of Tithing will not be entitled to enter into the covenant of consecration, but when the day comes for the establishment of Zion and the redemption of the Earth, such people will find themselves removed.” Church History and Modern revelation 2:92
The sacrifice by members of the church in the payment of tithing enables the building up of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints upon the earth in preparation for the future establishment of Zion. Members of the Church receive great blessings from the payment of one tenth of their income and other offerings. 

Articles and Testimonies on Tithing

President Joseph F. Smith spoke about loyalty and the principle of Tithing:
“By this principle the loyalty of the people of the Church shall be put to the test. By this principle it shall be known who is for the Kingdom of God and who is against it. By this principle it shall be seen whose hearts are set on doing the will of God and keeping His commandments, thereby sanctifying the land of Zion unto God, and who are opposed to this principle and have cut themselves off from the blessings of Zion…..
There is a great deal of importance connected with this principle, for by it shall be known whether we are faithful or unfaithful. In this respect it is as essential as faith in God, as repentance of sin, as baptism…… For if a man to keep all the law save one point, and he offend in that, he is a transgressor of the law, and he is not entitled to the fulness of the blessings of the gospel of Jesus Christ. But when a man keeps all the law that is revealed, according to his strength, his substance, and his ability, though what he [gives] may be little, it is just as acceptable in the sight of God as if he were able to do a thousand times more.
The law of Tithing is a test by which the people as individuals shall be proved. Any man who fails to observe this principle shall be known as a man who is indifferent to the welfare of Zion, who neglects his duty as a member of the Church. … He neglects to do that which would entitle him to receive the blessings and ordinances of the gospel.” (Joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1939, pp. 225–26. 

As given in General Conference 6 April 1900

President Heber J. Grant spoke of the need for Observance of Tithing
“I announced here at the Priesthood meeting last night and I decided to announce it again that we expect all the General Officers of the Church, each and every one of them, from this very day, to be absolute, full tithe payers, to really and truly observe the Word of Wisdom; and we ask all of the officers of the Church and all members of the General Boards, and all Stake and Ward officers, if they are not living the Gospel and honestly and conscientiously paying their tithing, to kindly step aside, unless from this day they live up to these provisions.
We have undertaken a most stupendous work and there will be no difficulty whatever in carrying out that great work. We will have an abundance to take care of every living Latter-day Saint who is in distress. Mind you, when I say Latter-day Saint I mean Latter-day Saint. I am not talking about idlers. I am not talking about people that want to lie down and let somebody else take care of them. I am talking of Latter-day Saints. If the people will pay their tithing and if they will keep the Word of Wisdom, and will actually, really, and for a fact, fast two meals once a month and give the equivalent, we will be able to carry forward our Security Plan without any trouble whatever……..
We feel that in all the stakes of Zion, every stake president, every counselor to a stake president, every stake clerk, and every high councillor, standing at the head of the people in the stake we ask them to kindly step aside unless they are living up to these laws. They are given the responsibility of presiding, and every officer who is a presiding officer should say from today: "I am going to serve the Lord, so that my example will be worthy of imitation." 
No man can teach the Word of Wisdom by the Spirit of God who does not live it. No man can proclaim this Gospel by the Spirit of the Living God unless that man is living his religion; and with this great undertaking that we have before us now we must renew our loyalty to God, and I believe beyond a shadow of doubt that God inspires and blesses, and multiplies our substance when we are honest with him. 
We do not want in this day a repetition of what the scriptures tell us was the condition in years gone by, wherein the Lord declares that he had been robbed, because of the failure of the people to live the financial law that God has revealed. Now, I pray from the bottom of my heart that God will give each and every man and woman who holds an office in any stake or ward the spirit and the feeling and the determination from this day, to renew his covenants with God, to live his religion; and if we are too weak to do these things, we should step aside and let somebody else take our place.” Oct 1937 General Conference
President Grant also stated: “I bear witness—and I know that the witness I bear is true—that the men and the women who have been absolutely honest with God, who have paid their tithing, … God has given them wisdom whereby they have been able to utilize the remaining nine-tenths, and it has been of greater value to them, and they have accomplished more with it than they would if they had not been honest with the Lord” (in Conference Report, Apr. 1912, p. 30).
President Spencer W. Kimball taught the Law of Tithing:
“Prophets of all dispensations have clearly taught the Law of Tithing and the principles of the gospel with regard thereto. From the beginning we have been taught that “the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof” (1 Cor 10:26) from this fulness, the Lord requires that we dedicate one-tenth to him. Tithing is a Law of God and is required of his followers. To fail to meet this obligation is to fail in a very weighty matter…….. My brethren and sisters, again I say, Tithing is a Law of God and is required of his followers. To fail to meet this obligation in full is to omit a weighty matter. It is a transgression, not an inconsequential oversight. 
Brethren and sisters, the Law of Tithing is a divine commandment and applies to all the children of our Heavenly Father. All who believe the Bible ought to believe that it is a law of God. But none understand it and live it like the Latter-day Saints attempt to live it, because it has been renewed to us by modern-day prophets.

There echo again and again the words of the Master: “Render … unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s” (Matthew 22:21) I bear my testimony, brothers and sisters, and witness to the divinity of this important law of the Lord and pray our Heavenly Father to bless you and all the Saints with that same testimony and leave my blessings with you, in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.”

Ensign Nov 1980 page 77

Elder Dallin H. Oaks on the Law of Tithing: April 1994 General Conference
“Some people say, “I can’t afford to pay Tithing.” Those who place their faith in the Lord’s promises say, “I can’t afford not to pay Tithing.”

Some time ago I was speaking to a meeting of Church leaders in a country outside of North America. As I spoke about Tithing, I found myself saying something I had not intended to say. I told them the Lord was grieved that only a small fraction of the members in their nations relied on the Lord’s promises and paid a full Tithing. I warned that the Lord would withhold material and spiritual blessings when his covenant children were not keeping this vital commandment. I hope those leaders taught that principle to the members of the stakes and districts in their countries. The law of Tithing and the promise of blessings to those who live it apply to the people of the Lord in every nation. I hope our members will qualify for the blessings of the Lord by paying a full Tithing.

Tithing is a commandment with a promise. The words of Malachi, reaffirmed by the Savior, promise those who bring their tithes into the storehouse that the Lord will open “the windows of heaven, and pour [them] out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” The promised blessings are temporal and spiritual. The Lord promises to “rebuke the devourer,” and he also promises Tithe payers that “all nations shall call you blessed, for ye shall be a delightsome land” 3 Nephi 24:10-12 

I believe these are promises to the nations in which we reside. When the people of God withheld their tithes and offerings, Malachi condemned “this whole nation” Mal 3:9 Similarly, I believe that when many citizens of a nation are faithful in the payment of tithes, they summon the blessings of Heaven upon their entire nation. The Bible teaches that “righteousness exalteth a nation” Proverbs 14:34 and “a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump” Gal 5:9; see Math 13:33.

The payment of Tithing also brings the individual tithe payer unique spiritual blessings. Tithe paying is evidence that we accept the law of sacrifice. It also prepares us for the Law of Consecration and the other higher laws of the Celestial kingdom. The ‘Lectures on Faith’ prepared by the early leaders of the restored Church, part the curtain on that subject when they say:

“Let us here observe that a religion that does not require the sacrifice of all things never has power sufficient to produce the faith necessary unto life and salvation; for, from the first existence of man, the faith necessary unto the enjoyment of life and salvation never could be obtained without the sacrifice of all earthly things” (Lectures on Faith, 6:7). April 1994 General Conference
Elder James E. Talmage on Tithing:
“Tithing is the Lord’s revenue system, and He requires it of the people, not because He is lacking in gold or silver, but because [we] need to pay it. … The prime … purpose behind the establishment of the Law of the Tithe is the development of the soul of the Tithe-payer, rather than the providing of revenue. The latter is an all-important purpose, for so far as money is needed for the carrying on of the work of the Church the Lord requires money that is sanctified by the faith of the giver; but blessings beyond estimate … are assured unto him who strictly conforms to the law of the Tithe because the Lord hath so commanded.”  The Articles of Faith, 1924, pp. 528–29
Elder Sheldon F Child “The Best Investment” April 2008 General Conference
“On the way home from church, my mother told me how proud she was of me. Then she said, “Your grandfather always told us children that if we would faithfully pay an honest tithing, the Lord would bless us and it would be the best investment that we could ever make.”

My grandfather understood that “there is a law, irrevocably decreed in heaven before the foundations of this world, upon which all blessings are predicated—and when we obtain any blessing from God, it is by obedience to that law upon which it is predicated.”  Tithing is a commandment from God, and when we obey His law, He is bound to bless us. Even as a seven-year-old boy, that was something I could understand. President Thomas S. Monson, in speaking about God’s laws, stated: “Violate them and we suffer lasting consequences. Obey them and we reap everlasting joy.
You’ll remember that when Israel was chastened for robbing God, the people asked, “Wherein have we robbed thee?” The answer came, “In tithes and offerings.” And then the Israelites were promised that if they would obey His law of tithing, they would be entitled to receive His blessings. The Lord said, “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse … and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” 

The Lord asked Israel to prove Him, to test Him, to have faith in Him so that He would be able to keep His promise to them. That same commandment and that same promise are in effect today. When we keep the law of the tithe, the Lord’s promise is sure: blessings will come to us both temporally and spiritually, according to the wisdom and timing of the Lord.

President Heber J. Grant stated, “I want to say to you, if you will be honest with the Lord, paying your tithing and keeping His commandments, He will not only bless you with the light and inspiration of His Holy Spirit, but you will be blessed in dollars and cents; you will be enabled to pay your debts, and the Lord will pour out temporal blessings upon you in great abundance”…....As we faithfully pay our tithes, the Lord will indeed open the windows of heaven and pour us out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. I want each of you to know, and especially my children and grandchildren, that I know, as my grandfather did, that if you always pay an honest tithing, the Lord will bless you. It will be the best investment you will ever make. Of this I testify in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.”
‘Tithing Putting the Lord First’ Testimony by Sean Brotherson
See https://latterdaysaintmag.com/article-1-10035/ 7 May 2012 for the full article

“One night I sat pouring over my family budget into the late hours of the night. Over the years my wife and I had incurred debts to complete our education and our family now had several children with their needs.

On that particular night I admit frankly to being frustrated. Four of five times I had punched the numbers into my calculator to add up my available income and each time I came up with the same result. There just wasn’t enough money to pay my tithing. Perhaps I had done something wrong as I am not the best financial mind but I just became more frustrated as the result was always the same. There just wasn’t enough money.

Finally I returned to the living room in prayer and poured out my heart to my Father in Heaven and asked for wisdom and faith to pay my tithing. During that prayer the Spirit touched my heart and mind. The Lord reminded me of the scriptures which ask us to put Him first and above all other things in our lives. He taught me a simple and profound principle: Put your tithing first.

I realised that as I had done my family budget I always would create a list of income and expenses. On that list was tithing but my tithing was always the last expense which had to fit in with whatever money was left after other expenses had been covered.

That night I went back to my budget and made one simple change. This time the first expense on my list was my tithing to the Lord. In other words in a practical way I tried to put the Lord first. Then (to me) a miracle happened. The numbers were the same. The available income and expenses were the same but over the course of an hour I was able to make adjustments to my expenses that I had not been able to see previously. When I was finished there was enough money to pay my tithing and to meet my other obligations and to avoid further debt. I returned to my knees and thanked my Heavenly Father for that inspiration. It was perhaps a simple thing but to me it was a miracle.

Since that time, I have learned to always put the Lord first as I plan my financial situation, and I have found that it brings me peace of mind, aids me in putting the Lord first in my life, and brings me greater inspiration in providing for my family.  These blessings are promised spiritual blessings that come from putting the Lord first, and have increased my testimony and blessed my family.” END

The Story of Mary Fielding Smith

“Mary Fielding Smith [was an] indomitable pioneer mother who was the wife and widow of the Patriarch Hyrum Smith, brother of the Prophet. … One spring as the family opened their potato pits, she had her sons get a load of the best potatoes to take to the tithing office.
She was met at the steps of the office by one of the clerks, who [protested] as the boys began to unload the potatoes. “Widow Smith,” he said, remembering no doubt her trials and sacrifices, “it’s a shame that you should have to pay tithing.” He … chided her for paying her tithing, and called her anything but wise and prudent. …
The little widow drew herself up to her full height and said, “William, you ought to be ashamed of yourself. Would you deny me a blessing? If I did not pay my tithing I should expect the Lord to withhold His blessings from me; I pay my tithing, not only because it is a law of God but because I expect a blessing by doing it. By keeping this and other laws, I expect to prosper and to be able to provide for my family.” (Joseph Fielding Smith, Life of Joseph F. Smith [Salt Lake City, 1938], 158–59.)10
‘Tithing Came First’ By Osborne N. Smith Dec 1986 Ensign
“Should we pay our tithing or make our farm payment?”

That was the dilemma facing my father, Henry L. Smith, in 1920. A few years earlier, he and his family, along with other Latter-day Saints, had been driven from the Mormon colonies in Mexico. Later, he and Mama were among the first to settle the tiny LDS community of Virden, New Mexico.

Those Latter-day Saint farmers were hard-working people. And they trusted in the Lord. If it rained, they made it; if it didn’t rain, they didn’t make it. Our family was not prosperous﻿—at least not in worldly goods. Daddy had less than thirty acres; a few sacks of grain was usually about all we had to show for a whole year’s work. But we were prosperous in our love for each other and in spiritual blessings from our Father in Heaven.

After faith and prayers and lots of hard work, we had a good wheat harvest in 1920. But the demand and the selling price were very low. Everybody was poor. Through bartering, we had enough to eat. But the farm payment had to be cash. And there simply wasn’t much of that anywhere.

Now the mortgage payment was due. Since several families had purchased the farmland as a group, dividing it up among the various families, they all had to make their payments on the same day. And it was important that no one default﻿—or everyone’s property would be in jeopardy. If someone couldn’t come through with his share, the others would put in what they could to make up the difference. But since everyone was in essentially the same financial situation, it was hard to be the one who couldn’t pay.

In those days, my parents, like most farmers then, had to wait until harvest time to pay their tithing. Unfortunately, the farm payment came due at the same time of year as tithing settlement. We could pay one or the other but not both. Daddy did have several sacks of wheat he could sell to make up the difference﻿—but no interested buyers.

“We felt we had to pay our tithing, but we could not fail with our land payment,” he wrote in his journal. “We went to the Lord and placed our problem before Him. When we were through, we had the impression we should pay our tithing first.”

Virden is a small town where everybody knows everybody. And because it is off the beaten track, few people pass through. But, according to Daddy’s record, a few days after he had paid the tithing, “a man whom I had never seen before came and purchased all of our wheat at a good price. We now had the money for our land payment.”

Where the man came from or where he went, Daddy never found out. Nor did he learn why the man was willing to pay such a good price when grain was available elsewhere. His journal entry ends with a simple, yet powerful, expression of faith: “We felt the Lord had a way of taking care of us if we were faithful and put our trust in him.”

The Lord had indeed opened the windows of heaven and poured us out a blessing. END
“The Law of Tithing” Elder Stephen L. Richards
In a pamphlet called ‘The law of Tithing’ published by the Church Elder Stephen L. Richards formerly counselor in the First Presidency stated:

“You can tell the sincerity of a man’s interest in anything by the way he puts his money into it. Indeed it has been said that the measures of a man’s Christianity may be determined by the way he gets and spends his money……..The Church is probably the only society in the world where a man is not suspended from membership for failure to pay his dues. In substantially every other body organized for social or material gain, if a man fails to pay his stipulated contribution, he is dropped. While the Church does not drop from membership those who fail to pay, I feel certain that those who fail to pay their stipulated portion automatically drop themselves from the real advantages of Church participation and the blessings that inure from activity within it. Observance of Tithing brings spiritual power, and to me that is the main thing.”

 ‘The Sacred Law of Tithing’ Gordon B. Hinckley Ensign Dec 1989
“On more than one occasion as a youth I heard President Heber J. Grant, his voice ringing with conviction, bear his witness concerning the sacred law of tithing and the marvelous promises which the Lord has made to those who are honest in paying their tithes and offerings. I was deeply impressed by what I heard.

Often quoted were these great words from the prophet Malachi:

 “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. “Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. “And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts. “And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.” (Mal. 3:8–12.)

Whenever I heard President Grant read these words from the Old Testament, I knew it was the Lord, the God of heaven, who made those remarkable promises. I knew that he was in a position to keep his promises. I have long since come to know that he does so.

I will always be grateful for a father and a mother who, as far back as I can remember, taught us to pay our tithing.
 In those days, in the ward in which we lived, the bishop did not have an office in the meetinghouse. We went to his home each December for tithing settlement. I can still sense my feelings of trepidation as I walked into that home as a very small boy to settle my tithing with Bishop John C. Duncan……
We never felt that it was a sacrifice to pay our tithing. We felt it was an obligation, that even as small children we were doing our duty as the Lord had outlined that duty, and that we were assisting his church in the great work it had to accomplish.
We did not do it with the expectation of material blessings, although we can testify that we have been so blessed. The Lord has opened the windows of heaven and poured out his blessings in marvelous measure. I know that he will bless all who walk in obedience to this commandment.
Now, do not get me wrong. I do not say that if you pay an honest tithing you will realize your dream of a fine house, a Rolls Royce, and a condominium in Hawaii. The Lord will open the windows of heaven according to our need, and not according to our greed. If we are paying tithing to get rich, we are doing it for the wrong reason. The basic purpose for tithing is to provide the Church with the means needed to carry on the Lord’s work. The blessing to the giver is an ancillary return, and that blessing may not be always in the form of financial or material benefit. In speaking of opening the windows of heaven, Malachi says:
“And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field. … “And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.” [Mal. 3:11–12]

There are many ways in which the Lord can bless us beyond the riches of the world. There is the great boon of health. The Lord has promised that he will rebuke the devourer for our sakes. Malachi speaks of the fruits of our ground. May not that rebuke of the devourer apply to various of our personal efforts and concerns?

There is promised in modern revelation a great blessing of wisdom, of knowledge, even hidden treasures of knowledge. Malachi has told us that ours shall be a delightsome land if we will walk in obedience to this law. I can interpret the word land as people, that those who walk in obedience shall be a delightsome people. What a marvelous condition to be a delightsome people whom others would describe as blessed!
We hear some these days who say that because of economic pressures they cannot afford to pay their tithing. I recall an experience I had as a stake president some years ago. A man came to get his temple recommend signed. I questioned him in the usual way and asked, among other things, whether he was paying an honest tithing. He candidly replied that he was not, that he could not afford to because of his many debts. I felt impressed to tell him that he would not pay his debts until he paid his tithing.
He went along for a year or two in his normal way, and then made a decision. He talked about it some-time later, telling me: “What you told me has proved to be true. I felt I could not pay my tithing because of my debts. I discovered that no matter how hard I tried, somehow I could not manage to reduce my debt. Finally my wife and I sat down together and talked about it and concluded we would try the promise of the Lord. We have done so. And somehow in a way we can’t quite understand, the Lord has blessed us. 
We have not missed that which we have given to him, and for the first time in many years we are reducing our debt. We have come to the wisdom of budgeting our expenditures and of determining where our funds have been going. Because we now have a higher objective, we are able to curtail some of our appetites and desires. And above all of this, we feel we can now go to the house of the Lord with those deserving of this wonderful blessing.”

We can pay our tithing. It is not so much a matter of money as it is a matter of faith. I have yet to find a faithful tithe payer who cannot testify that in a very literal and wonderful way the windows of heaven have been opened and blessings have been poured out upon him or her.

I urge you, my brethren and sisters, every one of you, to take the Lord at his word in this important matter. It is he who has given the commandment and made the promise. I go back to Nephi, who in a time of worry and concern said to his brothers, “Let us be faithful in keeping the commandments of the Lord; for behold he is mightier than all the earth.” (1 Ne. 4:1.)
With all my heart, I plead with the Latter-day Saints to live honestly with the Lord in the payment of tithes and offerings. I plead with youth to establish this habit while you are still young and to resolve to continue with it all the days of your lives. I plead with you who are Church officers to plead with the people for their benefit and blessing to increase their faithfulness in the payment of tithes and offerings.
It is a miracle to me that the Church is able to accomplish so much. It is a miracle made possible by faith, under a plan which the Lord himself established for the financing of his kingdom.
Tithing is so simple and straightforward a thing. The principle, as it applies to us, is actually set forth in one verse of section 119 of the Doctrine and Covenants. “And after that [after the Saints offered their ‘surplus property’ to the bishop in 1838], those who have thus been tithed shall pay one-tenth of all their interest annually; and this shall be a standing law unto them forever, for my holy priesthood, saith the Lord.” [D&C 119:4]

For many years, presidents of the Church have interpreted “interest” as “income.” Beyond that, they have not elaborated. That fourth verse consists of thirty-five words. Contrast that with the cumbersome and complex tax codes enacted and enforced by governments. The Lord has laid a tremendous responsibility upon the Church. Tithing is the source of income for the Church to carry forward its mandated activities.

At this season of the year when hearts turn to giving gifts of love to family, friends, and those in need, may we be deeply conscious also of the Lord’s remarkable gifts to us. May God help us to be faithful in returning to him, as our consecrated gift, a portion of the abundance He has bestowed upon us.”

 ‘Tithing: A Test of Faith with Eternal Blessings’ Robert D. Hales Oct 2002 Gen Conf (extracts)
“Pay your tithing. Unlock the windows of heaven. You will be abundantly blessed for your obedience and faithfulness to the Lord’s laws and commandments. Tithing is a test of faith with eternal blessings. 

In the Old Testament, Abraham proved his faith by paying tithes to the great high priest Melchizedek. Abraham’s grandson Jacob vowed to the Lord, “Of all thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.” 
Tithing has been established in these latter days as an essential law for members of the Lord’s restored Church. It is one of the basic ways we witness our faith in Him and our obedience to His laws and commandments. Tithing is one of the commandments that qualifies us, by our faith, to enter the temple﻿—the house of the Lord.

Just over three months after the Martyrdom of the Prophet Joseph Smith, at the time the Saints were building the Nauvoo Temple, Brigham Young wrote on behalf of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles: “Enter steadily and regularly upon a strict observance of the law of tithing, … : then come up to the House of the Lord, and be taught in his ways, and walk in his paths.” 
The strict observance of the law of tithing not only qualifies us to receive the higher, saving ordinances of the temple, it allows us to receive them on behalf of our ancestors. When asked whether members of the Church could be baptized for the dead if they had not paid their tithing, President John Taylor, then of the Quorum of the Twelve, answered: “A man who has not paid his tithing is unfit to be baptized for his dead. … If a man has not faith enough to attend to these little things, he has not faith enough to save himself and his friends…………”
Tithing also teaches us to control our desires and passions for the things of this world. Payment of tithing encourages us to be honest in our dealings with our fellowmen. We learn to trust that what we have been given, through the blessings of the Lord and our own diligent efforts, is sufficient for our needs……

To those who faithfully and honestly live the law of tithing, the Lord promises an abundance of blessings. Some of these blessings are temporal, just as tithes are temporal. But like the outward physical ordinances of baptism and the sacrament, the commandment to pay tithing requires temporal sacrifice, which ultimately yields great spiritual blessings.
I know of a couple who lived thousands of miles from the nearest temple. Although they earned little, they faithfully paid their tithing and saved all that they could to journey to the house of the Lord. After a year, the husband’s brother﻿—not a member of the Church﻿—unexpectedly came forward and offered them two airplane tickets. This temporal blessing made possible the spiritual blessings of their temple endowments and sealing. An additional spiritual blessing came later as the brother, touched by the couple’s humble faithfulness, joined the Church.
The temporal and spiritual blessings of tithing are specifically tailored to us and our families, according to the Lord’s will. But to receive them, we must obey the law upon which they are predicated. (D&C 130:20-21) In the case of tithing, the Lord has said, “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” (Malachi 3:10)
Would any of us intentionally reject an outpouring of blessings from the Lord? Sadly, this is what we do when we fail to pay our tithing. We say no to the very blessings we are seeking and praying to receive. If you are one who has doubted the blessings of tithing, I encourage you to accept the Lord’s invitation to “prove [Him] now herewith.” Pay your tithing. Unlock the windows of heaven. You will be abundantly blessed for your obedience and faithfulness to the Lord’s laws and commandments……..

The Lord desires that all His children have the blessings of tithing. Too often we as parents do not teach and encourage our children to live this law because their contribution only amounts to a few cents. But without a testimony of tithing, they are vulnerable. In their teenage years, they become attracted to clothes, entertainment, and expensive possessions and risk losing the special protection that tithing provides.

As the years go on, is it possible that a young man can be ordained an elder, serve a mission, and effectively teach a law to others that he has not lived himself? When he returns home and faces the pressures of schooling, starting a family, and a career, will the law of tithing become easier to live? Likewise, will a young woman be worthy to serve the Lord and make celestial marriage covenants without having gained a testimony of tithing for herself? Will she be prepared to teach her children a law she has not learned by her own experience? O what faithfulness is required of fathers and mothers who would unitedly call down the protective blessings of tithing upon their family and the blessings that are rightfully theirs! Said President Lorenzo Snow: “Teach the children to pay tithing, so that it may be perpetually observed. If we observe this law, no matter what our enemies may do, the Lord will preserve us…….

I plead that we will not procrastinate and that we will heed our Lord’s commandment to live the law of the tithe. I know of two missionaries who visited a very poor family. The family’s home was made of pressboard and sticks, with a dirt floor and no electricity or beds. Each evening the father, a farm laborer, spent his entire day’s wages on groceries for dinner. Departing from their humble home, the senior companion thought to himself, “The law of tithing will surely be a stumbling block to this family. Perhaps we shouldn’t bring it up for a while.” A few moments later, the junior companion, who had grown up in similar circumstances in his own country, voiced his own thoughts aloud: “I know the principle of tithing isn’t taught for four more discussions, but can we please teach it the next time we visit? They need to know about tithing now because they need the help and the blessing of the Lord so much.”

This missionary understood that “there is a law, irrevocably decreed in heaven before the foundations of this world, upon which all blessings are predicated﻿—And when we obtain any blessing from God, it is by obedience to that law upon which it is predicated.”
 
The Lord wants to bless this family and anxiously awaits their obedience so He can.

My beloved brothers and sisters, the eternal blessings of tithing are real. I have experienced them in my life and in the life of my family. The test of our faith is whether we will live the law of tithing by our obedience and sacrifice. For, in the words of the Prophet Joseph Smith, “a religion that does not require the sacrifice of all things never has power sufficient to produce the faith necessary unto life and salvation.” Joseph Smith, Lectures on Faith (1985), 69. 
See also “Render unto God that which is God’s” By Spencer W. Kimball April 1968 General Conference Access through http://scriptures.byu.edu/ LDS General Conference scriptural index includes Conferences 1942-1970
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