The Timing of the Second Coming
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The Second Coming will take place in the Beginning Period of the Seventh Thousand Years

The Scriptures explain that the Second Coming will take place after the opening of the Seventh Seal or in the beginning of the seventh thousand years; that is after the year 2000. In an answer to a question in section Seventy-Seven in the Doctrine and Covenants the Prophet Joseph said: 
D&C 77:12: “…. Even so in the beginning of the seventh thousand years will the Lord God sanctify the earth, and complete the salvation of man, and judge all things…and the sounding of the trumpets of the seven angels are the preparing and finishing of His work, in the beginning of the seventh thousand years-the preparing of the way before the time of His Coming.”   
This scripture plainly teaches that the Savior will come in the beginning period of the seventh thousand years. The scriptures further state in D&C 77:13 in answer to the question “when are the things to be accomplished, which are written in the 9th chapter of Revelation? Answer: They are to be accomplished after the opening of the seventh seal before the Second Coming of Christ.” 
Heading to the Book of Revelation chapter 9: “John also sees the wars and plagues poured out during the seventh seal and before the Lord comes.”
Journal entry 7 Mar 2015 re around the year 2030

Journal 7 March 2015: “Yesterday whilst in the Preston Temple on the 11am endowment session my mind was caught up in pondering about the world situation. The impression I received was that part of the desolation leading to the Second Coming has already commenced in several nations. Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Yemen and Libya are already failed states with widespread destruction and killing. Putin of Russia is attacking Eastern Ukraine. 
Further the Saviour’s mission earthly mission ended in AD 34 and started in AD 30. 
The church was organized in 1830. It would seem logical that 2030 approximately would be about the time when the earth would receive its paradisiacal glory. This is about 200 years from the date the church was organized in this dispensation and approximately 2000 years since the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The scriptures (D&C 77) point out that the “beginning of the seventh thousand years” is the “preparing of the way before the time of His coming”. I feel that way is now being prepared. Satan is rampant and gaining the hearts of wicked men to cause desolation and destruction. This to me has now already commenced in the nations mentioned and will eventually spread worldwide.”

I later related this experience to a Full-time Temple worker from the United States who was very spiritually minded. He expressed his opinion that the Saviour would come approx.. 2,000 years from the end of his mission (AD 33) when the Gospel dispensation became established with the introduction of the sacrament and the pouring out of the Holy Ghost. 
Silence in Heaven for Half an Hour

The Lord speaks of silence in heaven for a period of time after the opening of the seventh seal.  This could be taken as a reasonably peaceful time before the final destructions commence.

Revelations 8:1: “And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour.”

This silence is also mentioned in the following scripture: 

D&C 38:11-12: “For all flesh is corrupted before me; and the powers of darkness prevail upon the earth, among the children of men, in the presence of all the hosts of heaven—

Which causeth silence to reign, and all eternity is pained, and the angels are waiting the great command to reap down the earth, to gather the tares that they may be burned; and, behold, the enemy is combined.”
If taken literally-Half an hour in the Lords time is 20.83 years in man’s time.”

I found the following interesting from the book “Signs of the Times” by Vicki Alder concerning the above scripture Revelations 8:1
Quote: “In revelation 8:1 at the opening of the Seventh Seal there is silence in Heaven for half an hour which possibly equals a time period of almost twenty-one years on the earth. Then in revelation 8:2 John tells of Seven Angels who stand before God. They will be given seven trumpets that will break the silence in Heaven. Each of these Seven trumpets will sound an alarm before each of the seven judgments take place on earth.

Just before the seven Angels take turns with their trumpets, John saw that another angel at the golden Alter which is before the throne has a golden censer………. The smoke from the censer along with the prayers of the saints will ascend up before God out of the angel’s hand. Then the Angel will fill the censer with fire and cast it to the earth. This will cause four things to happen on earth. Voices, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake. (Rev 8:4-5)……
This very powerful “censer” filled with fire will cause some upheavals on the earth. Then seven angels will sound their trumpets and announce seven judgments upon the wicked. 

Those who have gathered to Zion will be spared these judgements. The gathering to Zion will be a defense and refuge from God’s wrath. In Zion, His people will be prepared for the day of tribulation and desolation. Quotes D&C 29:7-8. END 

It also states in D&C 88:95 concerning this half an hour: D&C 88:95: “And there shall be silence in heaven for the space of half an hour; and immediately after shall the curtain of heaven be unfolded, as a scroll is unfolded after it is rolled up, and the face of the Lord shall be unveiled.”
The Lord’s Work to be Cut Short in Righteousness

The Lord has also declared that He will “cut my work short in righteousness” when plagues will overtake the world. 
D&C 52:11: “For thus saith the Lord, I will cut my work short in righteousness, for the days come that I will send forth judgment unto victory.”

D&C 84:97: “And plagues shall go forth, and they shall not be taken from the earth until I have completed my work, which shall be cut short in righteousness.”
This could be termed the Intervention when Almighty God brings about the end of the Telestial or mortal existence of the earth and commences the Millennium or Terrestrial stage. 
D&C 84:119: “For I, the Lord, have put forth my hand to exert the powers of heaven; ye cannot see it now, yet a little while and ye shall see it, and know that I am and that I will come and reign with my people.” 
I concur with the following thoughts of Richard D Draper in his book “Opening the Seven Seals” on the subject of the Lord’s intervention in the history of mankind when the fulness of iniquity is reached. 

“A basic theological foundation forms the ground that gives apocalyptic literature a unique religious perspective. This is composed of three elements. First it is nearly always eschatological. That is, it focuses on a period of time yet future when God will disrupt the flow of history to bring about the end of wickedness and institute a new order of righteousness and peace. It is God’s breaking into the flow of history and altering it that distinguishes the apocalyptic panorama from its counterpart, prophecy. 

Prophesy like apocalyptic, is predictive but concentrates on a future that arises out of the present such that historical flow is not interrupted. Apocalyptic looks to the end time when God will discontinue the course of history, turn it to His own purposes, and bring about a new beginning. Therefore, apocalyptic ignores, and in this way, denies man’s capacity to create a peaceful future by overcoming wickedness. The united witness of apocalyptic literature (cannon) is that the consummation will come from outside the flow of history, thereby disrupting it to bring about God’s own end.” 

An example of an Intervention by God is the flood:

Another example is the time just before Christ appeared to the Nephites:

See 3 Nephi 8:5-17 for details of the tremendous destructions that took place in a short time.

The Lord is Nigh-the Time Soon at Hand

In the revelations given at the time of the restoration the Lord stated that the events leading to the time of His coming were ‘speaking after the manner of the Lord, they are nigh at hand’. (D&C 63:53) Inasmuch as one day in the Lord’s time is equivalent to 1000 years of earth time then indeed ‘the day soon cometh’. (D&C 38:8) and is ‘not many days hence’. (D&C 88:87)
The Scriptures testify that the Second Coming is indeed Nigh at Hand
D&C 1:12; “Prepare ye, prepare ye for that which is to come, for the Lord is nigh”

D&C 27:5, 14: “ Behold, this is wisdom in me; wherefore, marvel not, for the hour cometh that I will drink of the fruit of the vine with you on the earth, and with Moroni etc ………..v14 and also with all those whom my Father hath given me out of the world.”

D&C 29: 9: “For the hour is nigh and the day soon at hand when the earth is ripe; and all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that wickedness shall not be upon the earth. For the hour is nigh, and that which was spoken by mine apostles must be fulfilled; for as they spoke so shall it come to pass.”

D&C 34:7 “For behold, verily, verily I say unto you, the time is soon at hand that I shall come in a cloud with power and great glory.”

D&C 35:15-16: “And the poor and the meek shall have the gospel preached unto them, and they shall be looking forth for the time of my coming, for it is nigh at hand, and they shall learn the parable of the fig tree, for even now already summer is nigh.”

D&C 38:8: “But the day soon cometh that ye shall see me, and know that I am for the veil of darkness shall soon be rent and he that is not purified shall not abide the day.”

D&C 39:21: “For the time is at hand; the day or the hour no man knoweth; but it shall surely come.”

D&C 43:17: “Hearken ye, for, behold, the Great Day of the Lord is nigh at hand.”

D&C 49:6: “And they have done unto the Son of Man even as they listed; And He has taken His power on the right hand of His Glory and now reigneth in the Heavens, and will reign till He descends on the earth to put all enemies under His feet, which time is nigh at hand.”

D&C 63:53-54: “These things are the things ye must look for; and speaking after the manner of the Lord, they are nigh at hand and in a time to come, even in the day of the coming of the Son of Man. And until that hour there will be foolish virgins among the wise; and at that hour cometh an entire separation of the righteous and the wicked; and in that day will I send mine angels to pluck out the wicked and cast them into unquenchable fire.”

D&C 88:87: “For not many days hence and the earth shall tremble etc...”

D&C 104:59: “To prepare my people for the time when I shall dwell with them which is nigh at hand.”

D&C 105:15: “Behold, the destroyer I have sent forth to destroy and lay waste mine enemies; and not many years hence they shall not be left to pollute mine heritage, and to blaspheme my name upon the lands which I have consecrated for the gathering together of my saints.”
D&C 110:16: “Therefore the keys are committed into your hands; and by this ye may know that the Great and Dreadful day of the Lord is near, even at the doors.”

D&C 133:17: “For behold, the Lord God hath sent forth the angel crying through the midst of heaven, saying: ‘Prepare ye the way of the Lord, and make His paths straight, for the hour of His coming is nigh.’”

The Hour or the Day is not Known therefore Watch
The Lord has stated that man does not know the day or the hour. The saints need to watch for the signs and be ready for His coming. Although it mentions that the day or the hour is not known it does not state in the scripture the year. 
D&C 49:7: “I, the Lord God have spoken it; but the hour and the day no man knoweth, neither the Angels in Heaven.”
D&C 133:11: “Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour.”

Joseph Smith –Matthew 1:38-43: “Now learn a parable of the fig tree- when its branches are yet tender, and it begins to put forth leaves, you know summer is nigh at hand; so likewise mine elect, when they shall see all these things, they shall know that he is near, even at the doors; but of that day and hour, no one knoweth; no, not the Angels of God in Heaven, but my Father only. But as it was in the days of Noah, so it shall be also at the Coming of the Son of Man; for it shall be with them, as it was in the days which were before the flood; for until the day that Noah entered into the ark they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage; and knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the Coming of the son of man be.”

Matthew 24:42-44: “Watch; therefore, for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this that if the Goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready; for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh.” 
Matthew 25:13: “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man cometh.”
Until that day many things will appear to be normal

JS Matthew 1:41-45: “But as it was in the days of Noah, so it shall be also at the coming of the Son of Man; For it shall be with them, as it was in the days which were before the flood; for until the day that Noah entered into the ark they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage; (having children, working, holidaying, schooling etc) And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be. Then shall be fulfilled that which is written, that in the last days, two shall be in the field, the one shall be taken, and the other left; Two shall be grinding at the mill, the one shall be taken, and the other left”

It will be ‘After Many Days’ from the Church being Organized

D&C 101:62: “And his servant went straightway, and did all things whatsoever his Lord commanded him; and after many days all things were fulfilled.”
D&C 105:37: “And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive, they shall have power after many days to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion.”

D&C 64:30-32: “And he hath set you to provide for his saints in these last days, that they may obtain an inheritance in the land of Zion. And behold, I, the Lord, declare unto you, and my words are sure and shall not fail, that they shall obtain it. But all things must come to pass in their time.”
The Lord will come ‘Quickly’
The Lord describes His Coming as a whirlwind which comes very quickly or speedily often without warning.
D&C 34:12: “And verily, verily, I say unto you, I come quickly. I am your Lord and your Redeemer.” 

D&C 41:4: “And I will be your ruler when I come; and behold, I come quickly, and ye shall see that my law is kept”

D&C 49:28: “Behold I am Jesus Christ, and I come quickly.”
D&C 54:10: “And again, be patient in tribulation until I come; and behold I come quickly, and my reward is with me, and they who have sought me early shall find rest to their souls.”
D&C 68:35: “Behold, I am Alpha, and Omega and I come quickly Amen”

D&C 112:34: “Be faithful until I come, for I come quickly….”

Revelation 3:11: “Behold I come quickly; hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.”

The Destructions will Come as a Whirlwind
When the destructions prior to the Coming of Christ commence they will arrive like a whirlwind (tornado). There will be no more time for preparation. 

D&C 97:22: “For behold and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and who shall escape it.  3 Nephi 8:16-19
D&C 63:6: “Wherefore, verily I say, let the wicked take heed, and let the rebellious fear and tremble; and let the unbelieving hold their lips, for the day of wrath shall come upon them as a whirlwind, and all flesh shall know that I am God.”

D&C 112:24-26: “Behold vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, a day of wrath, a day of burning, a day of desolation, of weeping, of mourning, and of lamentation; and as a whirlwind it shall come upon all the face of the earth, saith the Lord. And upon my house shall it begin, and from my house shall it go forth, saith the Lord. First among those among you saith the Lord, who have professed to know my name and have blasphemed against me in the midst of my house, saith the Lord.”
Jeremiah 23:17-20: “Behold a whirlwind of the Lord is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall grievously upon the head of the wicked. The anger of the Lord shall not return (cease), until He hath executed and till he have performed the thoughts of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it.”

Isaiah 29:5-6: “Moreover the multitude of thy strangers shall be like small dust, and the multitude of the terrible ones shall be as chaff that passeth away: yea, it shall be at an instant suddenly. Thou shalt be visited of the Lord of hosts with thunder, and with earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring fire.”

Revelation 18:8: “Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.’

The destructions prior to Christ’s first coming on the American continent occurred in 3 hours.

3 Nephi 8:19: “And it came to pass that when the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the storm, and the tempest, and the quaking’s of the earth did cease—for behold, they did last for about the space of three hours; and it was said by some that the time was greater; nevertheless, all these great and terrible things were done in about the space of three hours—and then behold, there was darkness upon the face of the land.”

This could be referred to as the Tipping Point from which there is no turning back nor time to change. Things will happen so quick and furiously like a whirlwind that there will be no time to ‘add oil to the lamps.’
This is similar to a tipper lorry unloading its sand. As the height slowly increases all of a sudden, the sand pours out-there is no stopping it. It is similar to the Huddersfield Sports Centre Splash where large buckets of water slowly fill and then all of a sudden they tip over and empty their contents. There is no turning back.  
The Second Coming will be Unexpected-Like a Thief in the Night

D&C 61:38: “Gird up your loins and be watchful and be sober, looking forth for the Coming of the Son of Man, for He cometh in an hour you think not.”

D&C 106:4-5: “And again, verily I say unto you, the Coming of the Lord draweth nigh, and it overtaketh the world as a thief in the night- therefore, gird up your loins, that ye may be the children of light, and that day shall not overtake you as a thief.”
D&C 124:10: “For the day of my visitation cometh speedily, in an hour when ye think not of, and where shall be the safety of my people, and refuge for those who shall be left of them.”

Luke 21:34-36: “And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Luke 12:44-47 JST “And now, verily I say these things unto you, that ye may know this, that the coming of the Lord is as a thief in the night. And it is like unto a man who is an householder, who, if he watcheth not his goods, the thief cometh in an hour of which he is not aware, and taketh his goods, and divideth them among his fellows. And they said among themselves, If the good man of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken through and the loss of his goods. And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, be ye therefore ready also; for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not.”
1 Thessalonians 5:2-6 “For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. We are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore, let us not sleep, as [do] others; but let us watch and be sober.” 

2nd Peter 3:10-12: “But the Day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ye ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the Coming of the Day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?”

Revelation 3:3: “Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.” 
Revelations 16:15: “Behold I come as a thief, blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and see his shame.” 
Erroneous Statements by Leaders on the Timing 

Personal Note: 
I held the personal belief for many years in the 1970’s and 1980’s that the Saviour would come around the year two thousand. Of course I was wrong. I now believe it will be around the year 2034 for certain reasons. Fortunately I am not in a leadership position to declare this opinion as a fact to others, because I could be wrong again. It is in this context that the following statements form leaders of the church should be viewed. They are personal opinions not given by the Holy Ghost in the Spirit of Prophesy. 
President Wilford Woodruff

President Wilford Woodruff stated in General conference 8 April 1898: 

“But these thousands of Latter-day Saint children that belong to the Sabbath schools, I believe many of them will stand in the flesh when the Lord Jesus Christ visits the Zion of God here in the mountains of Israel”

Ten years earlier at stake conference in 1889 at Grantsville Utah President Woodruff said:

“Many of these young men and maidens that are here today will in my opinion, if they are faithful, stand in the flesh when Christ comes in the clouds of heaven. These young people from the Sabbath schools and from the mutual improvement associations will stand in the flesh while the judgments of the almighty sweep the nations of the earth as with the bosom of destruction, in fulfilment of the revelations of God, and they will be the very people whom God will bless and sustain…”
Return to Jackson County
Since the return of the saints to Jackson County is a prerequisite to the Second Coming some early leaders spoke of this event as if it would happen within the lifetime of the Saints then living.

In the book ‘The Coming of the Lord” By Gerald Lund page 26 he discusses the prophecies of Apostle Orson Pratt who is frequently quoted in many books on the Second Coming: 

“Now to return to the remarkable statement by Orson Pratt made in 1877, wherein he gave his opinion that there were those then living upon the earth who would still be alive when the temple was reared in Jackson County, Missouri. It has been nearly 100 years since that statement was made and yet the Church still looks forward to the fulfilment of that prophecy. Since there is not an abundance of people left who were alive when Orson Pratt made that statement, some have concluded that it was simply his opinion and obviously in error. If this were an isolated statement, that explanation would carry more weight, but it is not.”
President Lorenzo Snow
President Lorenzo Snow at General Conference April 1898
“The time is speedily coming-we do not want to talk very much though about going to Jackson County, Missouri, because through our foolishness and weakness we would not care anything about building houses and making ourselves comfortable here…….We are not going tomorrow, nor the next day, this week or next week; but we are going, and there are many hundreds and hundreds within the sound of my voice that will live to go back to Jackson County and build a holy temple to the Lord our God.”

“Now the time is fast approaching when a large portion of the people that I am now addressing will go back to Jackson County. A great many people that are now dwelling in the state of Utah will have this privilege. Whether I, President Cannon, President Smith, or all of the brethren of the Twelve will go back I know not. But a large portion of the Latter-Day Saints that now dwell in these valleys will go back to Jackson County to build a holy City to the Lord, as was decreed by Jehovah and revealed through Joseph Smith.”
President Lorenzo Snow at General Conference Oct 1900
“As far as spiritual things are concerned, we are pretty well united, but when it comes to temporalities we often differ. But you will see the day, if you live properly, observe the word of wisdom, and do that which is required, you will go back to Jackson County, many of you whom I am addressing this afternoon. I am sure of this.”

Millennium Commenced

President Brigham Young at General Conference - 6th April 1845

“Brethren and Sisters, for the sake of your dead and for the sake of yourselves be faithful and have no feelings in your hearts against one another, but learn to suffer wrong rather than do wrong and by so doing we will outstrip our enemies and conquer the evil one, for know ye not that here is Zion? Know ye not that the Millennium has commenced? We have had Zion upon the earth these fourteen years. Peace reigns among this people, which is Zion. Union and true charity dwells with this people; this is the most orderly and peaceable people upon the face of the whole earth. Well this is Zion, and it is increasing and spreading wider and wider, and this principle of Zion, which is peace, will stretch all over the face of the earth. That is the Millennium.”

The Prophet Joseph Smith

Even the Prophet Joseph is reported to have stepped outside of the revelations he received in the Doctrine and Covenants. In the History of the Church at a meeting in Kirtland on the 14 Feb 1835 the record states: 

“And it was the will of God that those who went to Zion, with a determination to lay down their lives, if necessary, should be ordained to the ministry, and go forth to prune the vineyard for the last time, or the coming of the Lord, which was nigh-even fifty-six years should wind up the scene.” 

http://www.shieldsresearch.org/General/LDS_Leaders/1stPres/Joseph_Smith/56_Year.htm

Note: It is not certain that this verbatim record is correct but if so it is another illustration that the canonised scriptures are the true light that should be held up. Apostates and persecutors seize upon any weaknesses and off the cuff comments by leaders of the church as if they are perfect men like Jesus Christ. They should know as the Book of Mormon states that all men have weaknesses but the Word of the Lord in the scriptures will not fail. 

The leaders of the church should be entitled to express an opinion without every word being accepted as literal revelation by the saints. Only the scriptures are the binding Word of God unless the Prophet who presently holds the keys states “thus saith the Lord”. The Keys of the Kingdom have been invested in the church since the time of the Prophet Joseph and remain today. This work is true and the saints will always be blessed in sustaining the anointed servants of the Lord in their strengths and weaknesses. 
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