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Scriptures Used in this Study

Introduction

The Lord has commanded His Saints to prepare and be ready for His Coming in Glory in the last days. The church is to be adorned as a bride ready for the Bridegroom. Members are exhorted to watch and pray, to gird up their loins and put on the whole armour of God. This preparation is necessary to overcome the physical and spiritual dangers that are associated with the conditions just prior to the Second Coming.
· See the studies in the folder Second Coming/Destructions
The Prophet Joseph Prayed: 
D&C 109:38: “Put upon thy servants the testimony of the covenant, that when they go out and proclaim thy word they may seal up the law, and prepare the hearts of thy saints for all those judgments thou art about to send, in thy wrath, upon the inhabitants of the earth, because of their transgressions, that thy people may not faint in the day of trouble.”

Call upon the Lord day and night

D&C 133:38-45: “And the servants of God shall go forth, saying with a loud voice: Fear God and give glory to him, for the hour of his judgment is come; And worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters—Calling upon the name of the Lord day and night, saying: O that thou wouldst rend the heavens, that thou wouldst come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence.

And it shall be answered upon their heads; for the presence of the Lord shall be as the melting fire that burneth, and as the fire which causeth the waters to boil. O Lord, thou shalt come down to make thy name known to thine adversaries, and all nations shall tremble at thy presence—when thou doest terrible things, things they look not for; Yea, when thou comest down, and the mountains flow down at thy presence, thou shalt meet him who rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, who remembereth thee in thy ways. For since the beginning of the world have not men heard nor perceived by the ear, neither hath any eye seen, O God, besides thee, how great things thou hast prepared for him that waiteth for thee.” (See Isaiah 64:1-5

The Saints are Commanded to Prepare for that which is to Come
D&C 1:11-12: “Wherefore the voice of the Lord is unto the ends of the earth, that all that will hear may hear; Prepare ye Prepare ye for that which is to come, for the Lord is nigh; and the anger of the lord is kindled, and His sword is bathed in Heaven, and it shall fall upon the inhabitants of the earth.

D&C 38:28-30: And again, I say unto you that the enemy in the secret chambers seeketh your lives. Ye hear of wars in far countries and you say that there will soon be great wars in far countries, but ye know not the hearts of men in your own land. I tell you these things because of your prayers……. But if ye are prepared ye shall not fear.”

D&C 88:92: “And Angels shall fly through the midst of Heaven, crying with a loud voice, sounding the trump of God saying, ‘Prepare ye, prepare ye, O inhabitants of the earth; for the judgment of our God is come. Behold, and lo, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.’”
D&C 133:10: “Yea, let the cry go forth among all people: ‘Awake and arise and go forth to meet the Bridegroom; behold and lo, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him. Prepare yourselves for the Great Day of the Lord.’”

D&C 133:17: “For behold the Lord God hath sent forth the angel crying through the midst of Heaven saying, ‘Prepare ye the way of the Lord and make His paths straight, for the hour of His Coming is nigh-when the lord shall stand upon Mount Zion…..’”
D&C 65:3-4: “Yea, a voice crying- Prepare ye the way of the Lord, prepare ye the supper of the Lamb, make ready for the Bridegroom.”

D&C 109:73-74: “And that thy church may come forth out of the wilderness of darkness, and shine forth….and be adorned as a bride for that day when thou shalt unveil the heavens, and cause the mountains to flow down at thy presence…”

Luke 21:34-36: “And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Matthew 24:45-51: “Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over His household, to give them meat in due season? Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord when He cometh shall find so doing. Verily I say unto you, that He shall make Him ruler over all His goods. But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, my lord delayeth His coming; and shall begin to smite his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; The Lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (See also ‘the Parable of the Talents Matthew 25:14-30) 

The Saints are Admonished to be Ready for His Coming

Dictionary definition of Ready: “with preparations complete” “In a fit state for immediate use or action” “Be ready when the time comes” “to prepare”

Matthew 24:43-44: “But know this, that if the Goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore, be ye also ready; for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.”

D&C 33:17-18: “Wherefore, be faithful, praying always, having your lamps trimmed and burning, and oil with you, that you may be ready at the coming of the Bridegroom; for behold, verily, verily, I say unto you, that I come quickly, Even so.”

D&C 50:46: “And the day cometh that you shall hear my voice and see me, and know that I am. Watch, therefore, that ye may be ready Even so Amen.”

D&C 65:3: “Yea, a voice crying—Prepare ye the way of the Lord, prepare ye the supper of the Lamb, make ready for the Bridegroom.”

D&C 101:43-72 The Parable of the Nobleman 101:52-54 “Now, behold, the nobleman, the lord of the vineyard, called upon his servants, and said unto them, Why! What is the cause of this great evil? Ought ye not to have done even as I commanded you, and--after ye had planted the vineyard, and built the hedge round about, and set watchmen upon the walls thereof--built the tower also, and set a watchman upon the tower, and watched for my vineyard, and not have fallen asleep, lest the enemy should come upon you? And behold, the watchman upon the tower would have seen the enemy while he was yet afar off; and then ye could have made ready and kept the enemy from breaking down the hedge thereof, and saved my vineyard from the hands of the destroyer.”

Revelations 19:7-9: “Let us be glad and rejoice and give honour to Him; for the marriage of the lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen clean and white; for the fine linen is the righteousness of the Saints. And he saith unto me write, blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb…”
Luke 14:16-21 Parable of the Great Supper: “Then said He unto them, a certain man made a Great supper and bade many. And sent his servant at suppertime to say to them that were bidden, come; for all things are now ready. And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it; I pray thee have me excused. And another said…. And another said…. Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, go out quickly into the streets. …and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and……go into the highways…that none of those that were bidden shall taste of my supper.
Gird up your Loins-Be Prepared

What does Gird up your loins mean: to prepare and strengthen oneself for future actions, typically ones that may be dangerous or difficult. 
Synonyms are prepare, get ready and gear up, get ready for battle or hard labour 

D&C 27:15: “Wherefore ……gird up your loins, and take upon you my whole armour……” 
D&C 35:14-15: “…And I will gird up their loins and they shall fight manfully for me; and their enemies shall be under their feet; and I will let fall the sword in their behalf, and by the fire of my indignation will I preserve them. And the poor and the meek shall have the gospel preached unto them, and they shall be looking forth for the time of my coming, for it is nigh at hand.”

D&C 36:8: “I am Jesus Christ, the Son of God; wherefore, gird up your loins and I will suddenly come to my temple. Even so Amen”

D&C 38:8-9: “But the day soon cometh that ye shall see me, and know that I am, for the veil of darkness shall soon be rent, and he that is not purified shall not abide the day. Wherefore, gird up your loins and be prepared.”

 D&C 43:19: “Wherefore gird up your loins lest ye be found among the wicked.”

D&C 61:38: “Gird up your loins and be watchful and be sober, looking forth for the coming of the Son of Man, for He cometh in an hour you think not.”

D&C 73:6: “Gird up your loins and be sober. Even so Amen”

D&C 75:22: “And it shall be more tolerable for the heathen in the day of judgment, than for that house; therefore, gird up your loins and be faithful, and ye shall overcome all things, and be lifted up at the last day.”

D&C 106:4-5: “And again, verily I say unto you, the coming of the lord draweth nigh, and it overtaketh the world as a thief in the night-Therefore, gird up your loins, that you may be the children of light, and that day shall not overtake you as a thief.”
The Saints are Commanded to Watch for the Coming of the Lord
To watch is to constantly observe- to keep one’s eye fixed on-to be on the alert-to exercise protective care-to safeguard.

D&C 50:46: “And the day cometh that you shall hear my voice and see me, and know that I am. Watch, therefore, that ye may be ready Even so Amen.”

D&C 133:11: “Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day or the hour.”

D&C 133:45: “For since the beginning of the world have not men heard nor perceived by the ear, neither hath any eye seen, O God, besides thee, how great things thou hast prepared for him that waiteth for thee.” (See Isaiah 64:4)
2 Nephi 6:13: “Wherefore, they that fight against Zion and the covenant people of the Lord shall lick up the dust of their feet; and the people of the Lord shall not be ashamed. For the people of the Lord are they who wait for him; for they still wait for the coming of the Messiah.”

Matthew 24:42-44: “Watch therefore, for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this that if the Goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready; for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh.” 
Matthew 25:13: “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man cometh.”

Revelations 16:15: “Behold I come as a thief, blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and see his shame.” 

Revelation 3:3: “Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.”

Luke 12:44-47 JST “And now, verily I say these things unto you, that ye may know this, that the coming of the Lord is as a thief in the night. And it is like unto a man who is an householder, who, if he watcheth not his goods, the thief cometh in an hour of which he is not aware, and taketh his goods, and divideth them among his fellows. And they said among themselves, If the good man of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken through and the loss of his goods. And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, be ye therefore ready also; for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not.”
The Need to Prepare for the Second Coming

Increasing Wickedness

Wickedness will be widespread through the influence of the powers of Satan prior to the Second Coming. He spreads his domains far and wide throughout the earth. Latter Day Saints need to be careful not to underestimate these influences.
Concerning His vineyard and the powers of darkness, the Lord said to the Prophet Joseph: 

D&C 33:4: “And my vineyard has become corrupted every whit; and there is none which doeth good save it be a few; and they err in many instances because of priestcrafts, all having corrupt minds.”

 D&C 38:11-12: “For all flesh is corrupted before me; and the powers of darkness prevail upon the earth, among the children of men, in the presence of all the hosts of heaven-which causeth silence to reign, and all eternity is pained, and the angels are waiting the great command to reap down the earth…” 
D&C 52:14: “And again, I will give unto you a pattern in all things that ye may not be deceived; for Satan is abroad in the land, and he goeth forth deceiving the nations.”
D&C 82:5-6: “Watch for the adversary spreadeth his dominions, and darkness reigneth; and the anger of God kindleth against the inhabitants of the earth; and none doeth good, for all have gone out of the way.” 
D&C 84:49: “And the whole world lieth in sin, and groaneth under darkness and under the bondage of sin.”
D&C 1:35: “For I am no respecter of persons, and will that all men shall know that the day speedily cometh; the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand, when peace shall be taken from the earth, and the devil shall have power over his own dominion.”
Satan rejoices when his wicked influence over men results in their fallen state: 
Moses 7: 24-26: “And behold, the power of Satan was upon all the face of the earth, and he (Enoch) saw angels descending out of heaven; and he heard a loud voice saying: wo wo be unto the inhabitants of the earth. And he beheld Satan; and he had a great chain in his hand; and it veiled the whole face of the earth with darkness; and he looked up and laughed, and his angels rejoiced.” 
3 Nephi 9:2: “Wo, Wo, Wo, unto this people; Wo unto the inhabitants of the whole earth except they shall repent; for the devil laugheth, and his angels rejoice, because of the slain of the fair sons and daughters of my people; and it is because of their iniquity and abominations that they are fallen.” 
The Urgency of Accepting Truth and Being Prepared
D&C 5: 18-19: “And their testimony shall also go forth unto the condemnation of this generation if they harden their hearts against them; For a desolating scourge shall go forth among the inhabitants of the earth, and shall continue to be poured out from time to time, if they repent not, until the earth is empty, and the inhabitants thereof are consumed away and utterly destroyed by the brightness of my coming.”
D&C 56:1: “Hearken, o ye people who profess my name, saith the Lord your God; for behold, mine anger is kindled against the rebellious, and they shall know mine arm and mine indignation, in the day of visitation and of wrath upon the nations” 
D&C 84:115: “For if they do reject these things the hour of their judgment is nigh, and their house shall be left unto them desolate.”

D&C 97:22-25: “For behold, and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and who shall escape it? The Lord’s scourge shall pass over by night and by day, and the report thereof shall vex all people; yea, it shall not be stayed until the Lord come; For the indignation of the Lord is kindled against their abominations and all their wicked works. Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do all things whatsoever I have commanded her.”

What are some of these abominations and wicked works spoken of in the above scripture. When mankind go a step too far in terms of abominations it is described in scripture as ‘the fulness of iniquity.’ When the earth is filled with violence and God’s children can no longer live in peace and security. See the study “The Fullness of Iniquity brings the Judgements of God” for more details.
D&C 112:23-26: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, darkness covereth the earth, and gross darkness the minds of the people, and all flesh has become corrupt before my face. Behold, vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, a day of wrath, a day of burning, a day of desolation, of weeping, of mourning, and of lamentation; and as a whirlwind it shall come upon all the face of the earth, saith the Lord. Upon my house shall it begin, and from my house shall it go forth, saith the Lord; First among those among you, saith the Lord, who have professed to know my name and have not known me, and have blasphemed against me in the midst of my house, saith the Lord.”
Why The Church needs to Urgently Prepare
Day of Wrath will come as a Whirlwind-see refs D&C 63:6; 112:24, 97:22

No man knows the day or the Hour D&C 49:7; 61:38; 133:11; Matthew 24:42-44; 25:13.
The work will be cut short in righteousness D&C 52:11; 84:96-98
Warned to prepare in advance D&C 1:11-12; 38:30; 65;3-4; 88:92; 133:10, 17.
The Time is ‘Nigh at Hand’ D&C 35:15-16; 39:21; 43:17; 49;6; 63:23; 88:87. 
Only the Pure in heart will abide the day. D&C 38:8; 27:15-18; 35:21; 100;16.
Entire Separation of the Righteous and the Wicked. D&C 63:54; 86:7; 2 Nephi 30:10 
Only people that shall not be at war one with another D&C 45:69; 1 Nephi 14-15-17. 
Sword against his neighbour unless flee to Zion D&C 45:33; 45:68
A Desolating Sickness-The Lord’s Scourge D&C 5:19; 45:31-32; 97;22-25. 

No inheritance except by Purchase or Blood D&C 58:53; 63:29-31

Fulness of iniquity reached D&C 101:11 29:17

The saints shall hardly escape D&C 63:32-37
Where shall be the safety of my people and refuge D&C 124:10

The whole earth shall be in commotion D&C 45:26; 88:91

Fear shall come upon every man D&C 63:33

Weeping and wailing among the hosts of men D&C 29:15

Not spare any that remain in Babylon-Wicked to be Destroyed D&C 64:24; 29;9; 86;7.
The Wicked Conditions Prior to the Second Coming Prophesied
D&C 45:27: “And the love of men shall wax cold, and iniquity shall abound.” 

J.S. Matthew 30: “And again, because iniquity shall abound, the love of men shall wax cold; but he that shall not be overcome, the same shall be saved.” (See Matthew 24:12)
2 Timothy 3:1-5: “This know also that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.” 
Nephi prophesied that the nations of the Gentiles would be ‘Drunken with Iniquity’:

2 Nephi 27:1-2: “But behold, in the last days, or in the days of the Gentiles-yea, behold all the nations of the Gentiles and also the Jews, both those who shall come upon this land and those who shall be upon other lands, yea, even upon all the lands of the earth, behold, they will be drunken with iniquity and all manner of abominations. And when that day shall come they shall be visited of the Lord of Hosts, with thunder and with earthquake, and with a great noise, and with storm, and with tempest, and with the flame of devouring fire.” 
3 Nephi 16:10: “And thus commanded the Father that I should say unto you: At that day when the Gentiles shall sin against my gospel, and shall reject the fullness of my gospel, and shall be lifted up in the pride of their hearts above all nations, and above all the people of the whole earth, and shall be filled with all manner of lyings, and of deceits, and of mischief’s, and all manner of hypocrisy, and murders, and priestcrafts, and whoredoms, and of secret abominations; and if they shall do all those things, and shall reject the fullness of my gospel, behold, saith the Father, I will bring the fullness of my gospel from among them.” 
Mormon the Prophet speaks of a time of great pollutions upon the earth: 
Mormon 8:31: “Yea, it shall come in a day when there shall be great pollutions upon the face of the earth; there shall be murders, and robbing, and lying, and deceivings, and whoredoms, and all manner of abominations; when there shall be many who will say, do this, or do that, and it mattereth not, for the lord will uphold such at the last day.”
Even members of the church will be caught up in this wickedness: 

Isaiah prophesied: 2 Nephi 12:5-12: “O house of Jacob, come ye and let us walk in the light of the Lord; yea, come, for ye have all gone astray, everyone to his wicked ways. Therefore, O Lord, thou hast forsaken thy people, the house of Jacob, because they be replenished from the east, and hearken unto soothsayers like the Philistines, and they please themselves in the children of strangers. Their land also is full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their treasures; their land is also full of horses, neither is there any end of their chariots. 
Their land is also full of idols; they worship the work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have made. And the mean man boweth not down, and the great man humbleth himself not, therefore, forgive him not. O ye wicked ones, enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for the fear of the Lord and the glory of his majesty shall smite thee. And it shall come to pass that the lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. For the day of the Lord of Hosts soon cometh upon all nations, yea, upon every one; yea, upon the proud and lofty, and upon everyone who is lifted up, and he shall be brought low.”

Wars and Rumours of Wars-Fighting-The Whole Earth in Commotion

D&C 45:26: “And in that day shall be heard of wars and rumours of wars, and the whole earth shall be in commotion, and men’s hearts shall fail them, and they shall say that Christ delayeth His coming until the end of the earth.” 
J.S. Matthew 1:28-29: “And they shall hear of wars, and rumors of wars. Behold I speak for mine elect's sake; for nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.” See Mathew 24:6-7
D&C 45:33: “Yet men will harden their hearts against me, and they will take up the sword, one against another, and they will kill one another.”

D&C 45:68: “And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety, and here shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.”

D&C 63:32-37: “I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; And the saints shall hardly escape; nevertheless I the Lord am with them…Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion…and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.” 
1 Nephi 14:15-17: “And it came to pass that I beheld that the wrath of God was poured out upon that great and abominable church, insomuch that there were wars and rumors of wars among all the nations and kindreds of the earth. And as there began to be wars and rumors of wars among all the nations which belonged to the mother of abominations, the angel spake unto me, saying: Behold, the wrath of God is upon the mother of harlots; and behold, thou seest all these thing….”
The Saviour taught that the same conditions that existed at the time of the flood would also be found in the Last Days
Matthew 24:37: “But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be”

These conditions are recorded in the book of Moses and Genesis: 

Genesis 6:5: “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”
Genesis 6:11-13: “The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. And God looked upon the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh, had corrupted his way upon the earth. And God said unto Noah, the end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.” 
Moses 6:27-28: “And my fierce anger is kindled against them; for their hearts, have waxed hard, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes cannot see afar off……have they gone astray, and have denied me, and have sought their own counsels in the dark; and in their own abominations have they devised murder, and have not kept the commandments, which I gave unto their father, Adam.” (See Moses 7:32-34)
Moses 8:22: “And God saw that the wickedness of men had become great in the earth; and every man was lifted up in the imagination of the thoughts of his heart, being only evil continually”
Moses 8:28, 30: “The earth was corrupt before God, and it was filled with violence…. and God said unto Noah; the end of all flesh is come before me, for the earth is filled with violence, and behold I will destroy all flesh from off the earth” (see Genesis 6:5, 11-13)
Wicked Conditions put the Saints in Bondage to Babylon
The conditions of wickedness in society today are evident for all to see. There has been a rapid decline in standards in recent years with a great increase in immorality and violence. This combined wickedness creates a society which the scriptures call Babylon. Because members of the church are dependent upon the world for financial resources, employment, education and other basic needs they become in bondage to Babylon. 
The scriptures declare saints will need to be led out of bondage in the last days: 
D&C 103:17-18: “For ye are the children of Israel and of the seed of Abraham, and ye must needs be led out of bondage by power, and with a stretched-out arm. And as your fathers were led at first, even so shall the Redemption of Zion be.” 
The prophet Isaiah declared that by being in bondage to Babylon the pure in heart are captive:

Isaiah 52:2-5: “Loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion. For thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold yourselves for nought; and ye shall be redeemed without money. For thus saith the Lord God, my people went down a foretime into Egypt to sojourn there; and the Assyrian oppressed them without cause. Now therefore, what have I here, saith the Lord, that my people are taken away for nought? They that rule over them make them to howl, saith the Lord; and my name continually every day is blasphemed.” 

The Bands of Babylon tighten their grip around the saints in their scattered condition upon the earth The Doctrine and Covenants explains that this influence of Babylon is a curse upon Israel whilst they remain scattered amongst the Gentles:

D&C 113:10: “…. The bands of her neck are the curses of God upon her or the remnants of Israel in their scattered condition among the Gentiles.” 

D&C 133:7, 14: “The time has come when the voice of the Lord is unto you: Go ye out of Babylon; gather ye out from among the nations, from the four winds, from one end of Heaven to the other.  Go ye out from among them the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon.” See D&C 38:42

The Devil’s design is to surround the saints with evil and bring them into bondage: 

D&C 76:29: “Wherefore, He maketh war with the saints of God, and encompasseth them round about.” 
Living in bondage amongst the wicked in Babylon is likened by Isaiah to being afflicted and living under oppression:

Isaiah 54:11-14: “O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, [and] not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires. And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones. And all thy children [shall be] taught of the Lord; and great [shall be] the peace of thy children. In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.” 
Isaiah 49:13-15: “Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountains: for the Lord hath comforted His people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted. But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee?”
Living amongst a wicked society puts a great deal of pressure on latter day Saints trying to raise families with different standards as President Brigham Young stated: “We are not adapted to the society of the wicked and do not wish to mingle with them”. JD 10:306
The Lord has admonished His people to release themselves from bondage and become independent from the world. He has given laws and commandments such as the United Order which will enable the Saints to accomplish this independence:
D&C 78:14: “That the church may stand independent above all other creatures beneath the Celestial world; that you may come up unto the crown prepared for you, and be made rulers over many kingdoms, saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Zion.” 
The answer is for the saints to remove themselves from this bondage: 
D&C 38:42: “And go ye out from among the wicked. Save yourselves. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord.” 

Isaiah 52:11: “Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord.” 
 D&C 43:19: “Wherefore gird up your loins lest ye be found among the wicked.”
D&C 103:11-12: “But verily I say unto you, I have decreed that your brethren which have been scattered shall return to the lands of their inheritances, and shall build the waste places of Zion. For after much tribulation, as I have said in a former commandment, cometh the blessing” 
The World will Ripen in Wickedness until the ‘Cup of Iniquity is Full’ which in turn brings forth ‘The Wrath of God’.
2 Nephi 28:16: “For the day shall come that the Lord God will speedily visit the inhabitants of the earth; and in that day that they are fully ripe in iniquity they shall perish.” 

D&C 18:6: “Behold the world is ripening in iniquity; and it must needs be that the children of men are stirred up unto repentance, both the Gentiles and also the House of Israel.” 
The Lord explained that the day would come that the earth would be ripe for destruction:

D&C 29:9: “For the hour is nigh and the day soon at hand when the earth is ripe; and all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that wickedness shall not be upon the earth” 
D&C 101:11: “Mine indignation is soon to be poured out without measure upon all nations; and this will I do when the cup of their iniquity is full.”
After the Lord, has done all that is possible to call His children to repentance there comes a time when His patience runs out and His wrath descends upon His wayward children:

D&C 43:23-26: “And again, the Lord shall utter his voice out of heaven, saying: Hearken, O ye nations of the earth, and hear the words of that God who made you. O, ye nations of the earth, how often would I have gathered you together as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, but ye would not! How oft have I called upon you by the mouth of my servants, and by the ministering of angels, and by mine own voice, and by the voice of thunderings, and by the voice of lightnings, and by the voice of tempests, and by the voice of earthquakes, and great hailstorms, and by the voice of famines and pestilences of every kind, and by the great sound of a trump, and by the voice of judgment, and by the voice of mercy all the day long, and by the voice of glory and honor and the riches of eternal life, and would have saved you with an everlasting salvation, but ye would not! Behold, the day has come, when the cup of the wrath of mine indignation is full.”
D&C 29:17: “And it shall come to pass, because of the wickedness of the world, that I will take vengeance upon the wicked, for they will not repent; for the cup of mine indignation is full; for behold, my blood shall not cleanse them if they hear me not.” 
The Lord has given warning to the nations that unless they repent of their great wickedness the ‘Sword of His Justice’ shall fall upon them:
3 Nephi 20:20-22: “And it shall come to pass, saith the father that the sword of my justice shall hang over them at that day; and except they repent it shall fall upon them, saith the Father, yea, even upon all the nations of the Gentiles. And it shall come to pass that I will establish my people, O house of Israel. And behold, this people will I establish in this land, unto the fulfilling of the covenant which I made with your father Jacob; and it shall be a New Jerusalem. And the powers of heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you.” 
The Saviour warns the Gentiles nations of their destruction if they do not repent:
3 Nephi 21:14-21: “Yea, wo be unto the Gentiles except they repent; for it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Father, that I will cut off thy horses out of the midst of thee, and I will destroy thy chariots. And I will cut off the cities of thy land, and throw down all thy strongholds. And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thy land, and thou shalt have no more soothsayers; Thy graven images I will also cut off, and thy standing images out of the midst of thee, and thou shalt no more worship the works of thy hand. And I will pluck up thy groves out of the midst of thee; so will I destroy thy cities.
 And it shall come to pass that all lyings, and deceivings, and envyings, and strife’s, and priestcrafts, and whoredoms, shall be done away. For it shall come to pass, saith the Father, that at that day whosoever will not repent and come unto my Beloved Son, them will I cut off from among my people, O house of Israel; And I will execute vengeance and fury upon them, even as upon the heathen, such as they have not heard.” See (Micah 5:8-15) 
3 Nephi 22:3: “For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left, and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.” (3 Nephi 16:14-15)
The Wrath of God will bring a Full End of all Nations

The wickedness of the nations will bring forth the righteous indignation of a just and loving Heavenly Father: 

D&C 87:6: “And thus, with the sword and by bloodshed the inhabitants of the earth shall mourn and with famine, and plague, and earthquake, and the thunder of heaven, and the fierce and vivid lightning also, shall the inhabitants of the earth be made to feel the wrath, and indignation, and chastening hand of an Almighty God, until the consumption decreed hath made a full end of all nations.” 
D&C 64:23: “For after today cometh the burning…. for verily I say tomorrow all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up. For I am the Lord of Hosts; and I will not spare any that remain in Babylon.”
The Land of America to be Swept Clean of Wickedness
D&C 105:15: “For behold, I do not require at their hands to fight the battles of Zion; for as I said in a former commandment, even so will I fulfill; I will fight your battles. Behold, the destroyer I have sent forth to destroy and lay waste mine enemies; and not many years hence they shall not be left to pollute mine heritage, and to blaspheme my name upon the lands which I have consecrated for the gathering of my Saints.” 
D&C 38:29-30: “Ye hear of wars in far countries, and you say that there will soon be great wars in far countries, but ye know not the hearts of men in your own land. I tell you these things because of your prayers. Wherefore treasure up wisdom in your bosoms, lest the wickedness of men reveal these things unto you by their wickedness, in a manner which shall speak in your ears with a voice louder than that which shall shake the earth; but if ye are prepared ye shall not fear” 
D&C 45:63, 68: Ye hear of wars in foreign lands; but behold I say unto you they are nigh even at your doors, and not many years hence ye shall hear of wars in your own lands....every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety, and here shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.”

Alma 37:28: “For behold, there is a curse upon all this land that destruction shall come upon all those workers of darkness, according to the power of God.” 
Alma 45:16: “And he said: ‘Thus saith the Lord God—Cursed shall be the land, yea, this land, unto every nation, kindred, tongue, and people, unto destruction, which do wickedly, when they are fully ripe; and as I have said so shall it be; for this is the cursing and the blessing of God upon the land, for the Lord cannot look upon sin with the least degree of allowance.’”
Ether 2:8-10: “And He had sworn in his wrath unto the Brother of Jared that whoso should possess this Land of Promise, from that time henceforth and forever, should serve Him, the true and only God, or they should be swept off when the fullness of His wrath should come upon them. And now, we can behold the decrees of God concerning this land, that it is a Land of Promise; and whatsoever nation shall possess it shall serve God, or they shall be swept off when the fullness of His wrath shall come upon them. And the fullness of His wrath cometh upon them when they are ripened in iniquity. For behold, this is a land which is choice above all other lands; wherefore he that doth possess it shall serve God or shall be swept off; for it is the everlasting decree of God. And it is not until the fulness of iniquity among the children of the land that they are swept off.”

3 Nephi 21:14-21: “Yea, Wo be unto the Gentiles except they repent; for it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Father, that I will cut off thy horses out of the midst of thee, and I will destroy thy chariots; And I will cut off the cities of thy land, and throw down all thy strongholds. And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thy land, and thou shalt have no more soothsayers; Thy graven images I will also cut off, and thy standing images out of the midst of thee, and thou shalt no more worship the works of thy hand. And I will pluck up thy groves out of the midst of thee; so will I destroy thy cities. And it shall come to pass that all lyings, and deceivings, and envyings, and strife’s, and priestcrafts, and whoredoms, shall be done away. For it shall come to pass, saith the Father, that at that day whosoever will not repent and come unto my Beloved Son, them will I cut off from among my people, O House of Israel; And I will execute vengeance and fury upon them, even as upon the heathen, such as they have not heard.”
The Prophet Joseph taught: “These are the testimonies that the Good shepherd will put forth his own sheep, and lead them out from all nations where they have been scattered in a cloudy and dark day, to Zion, and to Jerusalem; besides many more testimonies which might be bought. 
And now I am prepared to say by the authority of Jesus Christ, that not many years shall pass away before the United States shall present such a scene of bloodshed as has not a parallel in the history of our nation; pestilence, hail, famine, and earthquake will sweep the wicked of this generation from off the face of the land, to open and prepare the way for the return of the lost tribes of Israel from the North country…Repent ye, repent ye, and embrace the everlasting covenant, and flee to Zion, before the overflowing scourge overtake you…”   Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 17 
In 1880 Wilford Woodruff said: “I ask myself the question, “Can the American nation escape? The answer comes, No. its destruction, as well as the destruction of the world is sure; just as sure as the Lord cut off and destroyed the two great and prosperous nations that once inhabited this continent of North and South America, because of their wickedness, so will He them destroy, and sooner or later they will reap the fruits of their own wicked acts, and be numbered among the past……. 
There are changes awaiting us, they are even nigh at our very doors, and I know it by the visions of heaven; I know it by the administrations of angels, and I know it by the inspiration of heaven…” See the study Warning to the Land of America
Article

“Satan—The Great Deceiver” Elder Marion G. Romney June 1971 Ensign

“We Latter-day Saints need not be, and we must not be, deceived by the sophistries of men concerning the reality of Satan. There is a personal devil, and we had better believe it. He and a countless host of followers, seen and unseen, are exercising a controlling influence upon men and their affairs in our world today. An ancient American prophet, envisioning our day and observing what is going on, prophesied that if Satan is not checked, he will bring this generation to destruction. Addressing himself to our present situation, Nephi said:

“… the kingdom of the devil must shake, and they which belong to it must needs be stirred up unto repentance, or the devil will grasp them with his everlasting chains, and they be stirred up to anger, and perish; For behold, at that day [that’s today] shall he rage in the hearts of the children of men, and stir them up to anger against that which is good. And others will he pacify, and lull them away into carnal security, that they will say: All is well in Zion; yea, Zion prospereth, all is well—and thus the devil cheateth their souls, and leadeth them away carefully down to hell. And behold, others he flattereth away, and telleth them there is no hell; and he saith unto them: I am no devil, for there is none—and thus he whispereth in their ears, until he grasps them with his awful chains, from whence there is no deliverance.” (2 Ne. 28:19–22.)

Now I am not calling attention to these things to frighten, stampede, or discourage anyone. I refer to them because I know they are true, and I am persuaded that if we are to “conquer Satan, and … escape the hands of the servants of Satan that do uphold his work” (D&C 10:5), we must understand and recognize the situation as it is. This is no time for Latter-day Saints to equivocate.

Nor is it a time for us to panic. The difficulties of our times have not come upon us unawares. A hundred and forty years ago, the Lord clearly revealed the tenor of our times. We know that as the second coming of the Savior approaches, the tempo of Satan’s campaign for the souls of men is being and will continue to be accelerated. 
We know that the experiences of the intervening years will try men’s souls understand and recognize the situation as it is. This is no time for Latter-day Saints to equivocate…..I bear further witness to the truth of the Savior’s prediction that at the time of his coming “they that are wise and have received the truth [that is, who have accepted the gospel], and have taken the Holy Spirit for their guide, and have not been deceived [by Satan and his powers]— … shall … abide the day [of His coming]. “And [that] the earth shall be given unto them for an inheritance; …For the Lord, shall be in their midst, and his glory shall be upon them, and he will be their king and their lawgiver.” (D&C 45:57–59.)

That we may take the Holy Spirit for our guide, recognize Satan, his representatives and their works, and not be deceived by them, to the end that we may be partakers of the promised blessings, I humbly pray, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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