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Daniel Prophesied of the Kingdom of God in the Last Days
Daniel 2:44-45: “And in the days of these kings shall the God of Heaven set up a Kingdom which shall never be destroyed. And the Kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces, the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the King what shall come to pass hereafter; and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.” 
D&C 138:44: Daniel, who foresaw and foretold the establishment of the Kingdom of God in the latter days, never again to be destroyed nor given to other people.”
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints is the Kingdom prophesied by Daniel. 
President Hinkley has declared: 
“This church, I submit, is far more than a social organisation where we gather together to enjoy one another’s company. It is more than Sunday school and Relief Society and Priesthood Meeting. It is more than Sacrament meeting, more even than Temple Service. It is the Kingdom of God in the earth. It behoves us to act in a manner befitting membership in that Kingdom.” President Gordon B. Hinckley Oct 2003 General Conference Nov Ensign page 84

The Church is a body of believers who have entered into a covenant with Jesus Christ through the ordinances of the Gospel, such as baptism and the sacrament. The Kingdom of God comprises not just the believers but the chapels, Temples, Conference Halls, offices, farms etc and eventually will become a nation when the saints are gathered together as one people. The Kingdom has a King who is Jesus Christ and a Law which is the Law of Christ.
The Kingdom of God will become the Kingdom of Zion

As the Kingdoms of the world begin to fail the Kingdom of Zion will rise:
D&C 105:31-32: “But first let my army become very great and let it be sanctified before me…. that the Kingdoms of this world may be constrained to acknowledge that the Kingdom of Zion is in very deed the Kingdom of our God and His Christ; therefore let us become subject unto her laws.” 
The small population of Church Members will one day become a strong nation:
D&C 133:58, 60: “To prepare the weak for those things which are coming on the earth and for the Lord’s errand in the day when the weak shall confound the wise, and the little one become a strong nation, and two shall put their tens of thousands to flight….for this cause these commandments were given…” 
The Kingdom of Zion will be a powerful nation acknowledged by all:
D&C 97:18-19: “And, now behold if Zion do these things (see v 10) she shall prosper, and spread herself and become very glorious, very great, and very terrible. And the nations of the earth shall honour her, and shall say: Surely Zion is the City of our God. And surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there.” (see D&C 45:66-71)  
D&C 64:41, 43: “For, behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish, and the Glory of the Lord shall be upon her…and the day shall come when the nations of the earth shall tremble because of her, and shall fear because of her terrible ones.”
D&C 45:66-70: “And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God; And the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion. And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another. And it shall be said among the wicked: Let us not go up to battle against Zion, for the inhabitants of Zion are terrible; wherefore we cannot stand.”
The Saints are to build the Kingdom of God in preparation for the return of Jesus Christ.
Brigham Young, addressing the Saints at Winter Quarters in 1847 said:

“The Kingdom which we are establishing is not of this world, but is the Kingdom of the Great God. It is the fruit of righteousness, of peace, of salvation to every soul that will receive it, from Adam down to his latest posterity. Our good will is towards all men, and we desire their salvation in time and eternity; and we will do them good so far as God will give us the power, and men will permit us the privilege. … 
Come, then, ye Saints; come, then, ye honorable men of the earth; come, then, ye wise, ye learned, ye rich, ye noble, according to the riches, and wisdom, and knowledge of the great Jehovah; from all nations, and kindreds, and kingdoms, and tongues, and people, and dialects on the face of the whole earth, and join the standard of Emanuel, and help us to build up the Kingdom of God, and establish the principles of truth, life, and salvation, and you shall receive your reward among the sanctified, when the Lord Jesus Christ cometh to make up his jewels; and no power on earth or in hell can prevail against you.” Millennial Star 15 March 1848, p. 87
The Kingdom of God has been Given to the Saints
D&C 29:5: “Lift up your hearts and be glad, for I am in your midst, and am your advocate with the Father; and it is His good will to give you the Kingdom.” 

D&C 35:27 “Fear not little flock, the Kingdom is yours, until I come.”

D&C 38:9 “Behold the Kingdom is yours and the enemy shall not overcome.” 
D&C 42:69: “Lift up your hearts and rejoice, for unto you the Kingdom or in other words, the keys of the church have been given.” 
D&C 45:1 “Hearken, O ye people of my church, to whom the Kingdom has been given.”
D&C 50:35 “And the Kingdom is given you of the Father, and power to overcome all things which are not ordained of Him.” 

D&C 61:36-37: “And now verily I say unto you, and what I say unto one I say unto all, be of good cheer, little children; for I am in your midst, and I have not forsaken you. And inasmuch as you have humbled yourselves before me, the blessings of the Kingdom are yours.” 

D&C 62:9 “Behold the Kingdom is yours and I am with the faithful always.” 
D&C 78:18: “Nevertheless be of good cheer, for I will lead you along. The Kingdom is yours, and the blessings thereof are yours, and the riches of eternity are yours.” 
D&C 82:23-24: “Peace be with you my blessings continue with you. For even yet the Kingdom is yours and shall be forever, if you fall not from your steadfastness.” 
D&C 84:57-58: “…Not only to say but to do according to that which is written-that they may bring forth fruit meet for their Father’s Kingdom; otherwise there remaineth a scourge and judgment to be poured out upon the children of Zion.” 

By receiving the Priesthood and magnifying its calling Melchezidek priesthood holders become the Church, Kingdom and Elect of God:
D&C 84:33-34: “For whoso is faithful unto the obtaining these two priesthoods, of which I have spoken, and the magnifying their calling, are sanctified by the Spirit unto the renewing of their bodies. They become the sons of Moses and of Aaron and the seed of Abraham, and the Church and Kingdom, and the Elect of God.” 
By receiving the Elders and accepting the Gospel message individuals receive the Kingdom of God and obtain mercy.
D&C 99:1-3: “----- ---- thou art called to go into the--------from house to house, from city to city, to proclaim mine everlasting gospel unto the inhabitants thereof in the midst of persecution and wickedness. And who receiveth you receiveth me; and you shall have power to declare my word in the demonstration of my Holy Spirit. And who receiveth you as a little child receiveth my Kingdom and blessed are they, for they shall obtain mercy. And whoso rejecteth you shall be rejected of my Father and His house.” 
D&C 25:1: “Verily I say unto you, all those who receive my gospel are sons and daughters in my Kingdom.” 
Seek First the Kingdom of God
Matthew 6:33: “But seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” (See 3 Nephi 13:33)
D&C 11:23: “Behold thou art Hyrum, my son; seek the Kingdom of God, and all things shall be added according to that which is just.”

Jacob 2:18: “But before ye seek for riches, seek ye for the Kingdom of God.”

The Keys of the Kingdom of God
The Lord operates His Kingdom by giving out Keys by which He bestows Rights and Responsibilities. The keys of the Kingdom of God in this dispensation were restored to the Prophet Joseph by those who held them.

D&C 81:2: “….unto my servant Joseph Smith, Jun.; unto whom I have given the Keys of the Kingdom, which belong always unto the Presidency of The High Priesthood.” 

D&C 110:16: “Therefore, the Keys of this Dispensation are committed into your hands; and by this ye may know that the great and dreadful day of the Lord is near, even at the doors.” 
D&C 132:45: “For I have conferred upon you the keys and power of the priesthood, wherein I restore all things, and make known unto you all things in due time.” 
D&C 97:14: “That they may be perfected in the understanding of their ministry, in theory, in principle, and in doctrine, in all things pertaining to the Kingdom of God on the earth, the keys of which Kingdom have been conferred upon you.” 
The keys allow the holders to unlock the door of knowledge:
D&C 128:11: “Now the great and grand secret of the whole matter….. consists in obtaining the powers of the Holy Priesthood. For him to whom these keys are given there is no difficulty in obtaining a knowledge of facts in relation to the salvation of the children of men, both as well for the dead as for the living.”  
D&C 128:14: “This, therefore, is the sealing and binding power, and in one sense of the word, the Keys of the Kingdom, which consists in the key of knowledge.” 
Because the Keys of the Kingdom of God have been committed to man the Gospel can go forth upon the earth and the saints prepare for the Kingdom of Heaven to come:
D&C 65:2, 5-6: “The Keys of the Kingdom of God are committed unto man on the earth, and from thence shall the gospel roll forth unto the ends of the earth, as the stone which is cut out of the mountain without hands shall roll forth until it has filled the whole earth….  Call upon the Lord, that His Kingdom may go forth upon the earth, that the inhabitants thereof may receive it, and be prepared for the days to come, in the which the Son of  Man hall come down from Heaven clothed in the brightness of His glory, to meet the Kingdom of God which is set up on the earth. Wherefore, may the Kingdom of God go forth, that the Kingdom of Heaven may come, that thou, O God mayest be glorified in Heaven so on earth, that thine enemies may be subdued.” 
Concerning the Keys of the Kingdom President Wilford Woodruff stated:
“In our dispensation the Melchizedek Priesthood came in 1829; men were ordained to the Holy Apostleship in February of 1835; various keys were given at divers times, chiefly on April 3, 1836; and this continued until all the rivers of the past had flown into the ocean of the present, and mortal men possessed all of the keys and powers ever vested in men in any age from Adam to the present. 
By way of climax, all of the keys of the kingdom were given to the Twelve in the winter of 1844. They then received what the revelations call the Fulness of the Priesthood, together with the power to confer that Eternal Fullness upon others. After they are thus endowed and empowered, the Prophet says to the Twelve: “I have sealed upon your heads all the keys of the Kingdom of God. I have sealed upon you every key, power, [and] principle that the God of Heaven has revealed to me. Now, no matter where I may go or what I may do, the kingdom rests upon you. But ye Apostles of the Lamb of God, my brethren, upon your shoulders this Kingdom rests; now you have got to round up your shoulders and bear off the Kingdom. If you do not do it you will be damned.” Discourses of Wilford Woodruff by G. Homer Durham 1946], p. 72

President Joseph F. Smith taught: “The Priesthood in general is the authority given to man to act for God. Every man ordained to any degree of the Priesthood, has this authority delegated to him. But it is necessary that every act performed under this authority shall be done at the proper time and place, in the proper way, and after the proper order. The power of directing these labors constitutes the keys of the Priesthood. In their fullness, the keys are held by only one person at a time, the prophet and president of the Church. He may delegate any portion of this power to another, in which case that person holds the keys of that particular labor” (Gospel Doctrine P136).

This is the dispensation of the Fulness of Times when all things are to be restored:
Ephesians 1:10 “That in the Dispensation of the Fulness of Times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in Heaven, and which are on earth; [even] in Him:” 
The Keys of the Kingdom were Restored by Prophets 
The keys of the dispensation of the fulness of times were first held by Peter, James, and John when the early church was established by the Saviour. Peter, James, and John then conveyed these keys to the Prophet Joseph Smith as part of the Restoration of all things:
D&C 128:20-21: “And again, what do we hear? Glad tidings from Cumorah! Moroni, an angel from heaven, declaring the fulfillment of the prophets-the book to be revealed…… The voice of Michael on the banks of the Susquehanna, detecting the devil when he appeared as an angel of light! The voice of Peter James and John in the wilderness between Harmony, Susquehanna county, and Colesville, Broome county, on the Susquehanna river, declaring themselves as possessing the Keys of the Kingdom , and of the dispensation of the Fullness of Times; and again the voice of God…… at sundry times, and in divers places; and the voice of Michael, the Archangel; the voice of Gabriel, and of Raphael, and of divers Angels, from Michael or Adam down to the present time, all declaring their dispensation, their rights, their keys, their honours, their majesty and glory, and the power of their priesthood; giving line upon line, precept upon precept; here a little there a little; giving us consolation by holding forth that which is to come, confirming our hope.”  
Moroni Restored the Keys of the Book of Mormon:
D&C 27:5: “Moroni whom I have sent unto you to reveal the Book of Mormon, containing the fullness of my Everlasting Gospel, to whom I have committed the keys of the record of the stick of Ephraim.” 
Moroni sealed the plates containing the record anciently (See Moroni 10:2) in preparation for their coming forth in the Last Days. (See Mormon 5:12-15 Mormon 8: 12-17.) See the testimony of the Prophet Joseph Smith concerning the coming forth of the Book of Mormon. JS-H 1:30-59
Moroni stated:  “That he was a messenger sent from the presence of God”.  He quoted many scriptures stating that they were about to be fulfilled. He stated that Joseph must have no other object in view in getting the plates but to glorify God, and must not be influenced by any other motive than that of building His Kingdom.” JS-H1:46
Elias (Noah) is responsible for coordinating the restoration of all things:
D&C 27:6: “And also with Elias, to whom I have committed the keys of bringing to pass the restoration of all things spoken by the mouth of all the Holy Prophets since the world began, concerning the last days.” See (D&C 128:20 above)
Elias appeared to the Prophet Joseph Smith at the Kirtland Temple 3rd April 1836 
D&C 110:12: “After this, Elias appeared, and committed the dispensation of the Gospel of Abraham, saying that in us and our seed all generations after us should be blessed.” 
The ancient promise given to Abraham is renewed to all who accept the Gospel covenant: 

Abraham 2:9, 11: “….And thou shalt be a blessing unto thy seed after thee, that in their hands they shall bear this ministry and Priesthood unto all nations….. And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse them that curse thee; and in thee (that is in thy Priesthood) for I give unto thee a promise that this right shall continue in thee, and in thy seed after thee…. shall all the families of the earth be blessed, even with the blessings of the Gospel, which are the blessings of salvation, even of Life Eternal.” 
Elias also appeared to Zacharias (See Luke 1:11-19) and identified himself as Gabriel. The bible dictionary states:  “He is identified by latter-day revelation as Noah. 
(See HC 3:386) He also appeared to Mary (see Luke 1:26-38.)
Elijah restored the Keys of turning the Hearts of the Children to their Fathers.
D&C 27:9: “And also Elijah, unto whom I have committed the keys of  the power of turning the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to the fathers, that the whole earth may not be smitten with a curse.” 
D&C 2:1-2: “Behold, I will reveal unto you the Priesthood, by the hand of Elijah the prophet, before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. And he shall plant in the hearts of the children the promises made to the fathers, and the hearts of the children shall turn to their fathers.” (see D&C 138:47-48) 
Elijah appeared to the Prophet Joseph Smith at the Kirtland Temple on 3rd April 1836:
D&C 110:13-15: “And after this vision had closed, another great and glorious vision burst upon us; for Elijah the Prophet, who was taken to Heaven without tasting death, stood before us, and said: Behold the time has fully come , which was spoken by the mouth of Malachi-testifying that he Elijah should be sent, before the great and dreadful day of the Lord come- to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the children to the fathers, lest the whole earth be smitten with a curse.” (Malachi 4:5-6)
Peter James and John restored the Keys of the Melchezidek Priesthood and the Holy Apostleship
After the restoration of the keys the quorums of the Priesthood were formally organized such as the Quorum of the First Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. 
D&C 27:12-13: “And also with Peter, and James and John, whom I have sent unto you, by whom I have ordained you and confirmed you to be Apostles, and especial witnesses of my name, and bear the keys of your ministry and of the same things which I revealed unto them; Unto whom I have committed the Keys of my Kingdom, and a dispensation of the gospel for the last times; and for the fullness of times, in the which I will gather together in one all things, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth.” 
D&C 128:20: “The voice of Peter James and John in the wilderness between Harmony, Susquehanna county, on the Susquehanna river declaring themselves as possessing the Keys of the Kingdom and of the dispensation of the fullness of times!: 
Peter was given the Keys of the Kingdom by the Saviour:
D&C 128:10: “And again for the precedent, Matthew 16:18-19: ‘And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.’” 
Peter received the Keys of the Kingdom along with James and John at the Mount of Transfiguration. (See Matthew 17:1-11) 
The Prophet Joseph Smith taught: “The Priesthood is everlasting. The Saviour, Moses, and Elias, gave the keys to Peter, James, and John, on the mount, when they were transfigured before Him.” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 387
John the Baptist restored the Keys of the Aaronic Priesthood 
JSH 1:72: “The messenger who visited us on this occasion and conferred this priesthood upon us said that his name was John, the same that is called John the Baptist in the New Testament, and that he acted under the direction of Peter James and John, who held the keys of the Priesthood of Melchezidek which Priesthood, he said, would in due time be conferred on us……” 
Moses restored the Keys of the Gathering of Israel

D&C 110:11: “After this vision closed, the heavens were again opened unto us; and Moses appeared before us, and committed unto us the keys of the Gathering of Israel from the four parts of the earth, and the leading of the ten tribes from the land of the North.”
The Church has been established for the eventual gathering of the covenant people of the Lord to the New Jerusalem through the keys restored by Moses:
D&C 84:2: “Yea, the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for the restoration of His people, as He has spoken by the mouth of His prophets, and for the gathering of His saints to stand upon mount Zion, which shall be the City of the New Jerusalem.” 
The church is first to be built up in all Gentile nations and then the saints are to be strengthened and prepared for the future gathering to Zion, as the following scriptures  testify: (D&C 45:64-66; D&C 101:74; D&C 42: 1, 8-9; D&C 31:7-8; 3 Nephi 21:22-24) 
All the keys were restored under the direction of Michael the Archangel who holds the Keys of Salvation.

Michael or Adam is a Prince who directs the work of salvation under Christ the king:
D&C 78:16: “Who hath appointed Michael your Prince, and established his feet, and set him upon high, and given unto him the keys of salvation under the direction of the Holy One, who is without beginning of days or end of life.” 
D&C 27:11 “And also with Michael, or Adam, the father of all, the Prince of all, the Ancient of Days” (see D&C 88:110-115)
D&C 107:54-55: “And the Lord appeared unto them, and they rose up and blessed Adam, and called him Michael, the Prince, the Archangel. And the Lord administered comfort unto Adam, and said unto him: I have set thee to be at the head; a multitude of nations shall come of thee, and thou art a prince over them forever.” 
Prophet Joseph Smith heard the voice of Michael in detecting the devil:
D&C 128:20 “The voice of Michael on the banks of the Susquehanna, detecting the devil when he appeared as an angel of light.” 

D&C 128:21 “And the voice of Michael the Archangel……….all declaring their dispensation, their rights, their keys, their honors, their majesty and glory, and the power of their priesthood….” 

The Prophet Joseph spoke concerning the authority of Adam:
“The priesthood was first given to Adam; he obtained the First Presidency, and held the keys of it from generation to generation. He obtained it in the creation, before the world was formed as in Genesis 1:26-28. He had dominion given him over every living creature. He is Michael the Archangel spoken of in the scriptures. Then to Noah who is Gabriel; he stands next in authority to Adam in the Priesthood…. These men held keys first on earth, and then in Heaven. The Priesthood is an everlasting principle and existed with God from eternity, and will to eternity… The keys have to be brought from Heaven whenever the gospel is sent. When they are revealed from Heaven it is by Adam’s authority…. He (Adam) is the father of the human family, and presides over the spirits of all men, and all that have had the keys must stand before him in this grand council.” Teachings page 386-387
The Keys of the Kingdom are held by the First Presidency 
All of the above keys now reside with the First Presidency of the Church:
D&C 90:2-4, 6: “Therefore, thou art blessed that bear the Keys of the Kingdom given unto you, which Kingdom is coming forth for the last time. Verily I say unto you, the keys of this kingdom shall never be taken from you, while thou art in the world, neither in the world to come; nevertheless, through you shall the oracles be given to another, yea, even unto the church……And again, verily I say unto you thy brethren ……are accounted as equal with thee in holding the Keys of this last Kingdom.” 
D&C 64:4-5: “I will be merciful unto you, for I have given unto you the Kingdom, and the Keys of the mysteries of the Kingdom shall not be taken from my servant Joseph Smith Jun., through the means I have appointed, while he liveth, inasmuch as he obeyeth my ordinances.” 
D&C 90:6: “Again verily I say unto you thy brethren (counselors to the President) ….are accounted as equal with thee in holding the keys of this last Kingdom.” 
The Lord is with those to whom He has given the Keys of His Kingdom

Although the following revelations were given personally to Joseph Smith, they should also apply to his successors in the Presidency.
D&C 115:19: “For behold, I will be with him and I will sanctify him before the people; for unto him have I given the Keys of this Kingdom and ministry. Even so” 
D&C 112:15: “Exalt not yourselves; rebel not against my servant Joseph; for verily I say unto you, I am with him, and my hand shall be over him; and the Keys which I have given unto him, and also to youward, shall not be taken from him till I come.” 
D&C 81:3: “Therefore, verily I acknowledge him and will bless him, and also thee….” 
The President is Appointed to be a Prophet, Seer, Translator and Revelator

D&C 124:125: “I give unto my servant Joseph to be a presiding elder over all my church, to be a translator, a revelator, a seer, and prophet. 
D&C 107:91-92: “And again, the duty of the President of the office of the High Priesthood is to preside over the whole church, and to be like unto Moses-Behold, here is wisdom; yea; to be a seer, a revelator, a translator, and prophet, having all the gifts of God which he bestows upon the head of the church.” 
D&C 21:1-2: “Behold, there shall be a record kept among you; and in it thou shalt be called a seer, a translator, a prophet, an apostle of Jesus Christ, an elder of the church through the will of God the Father, and the grace of your Lord Jesus Christ, being inspired of the Holy Ghost to lat the foundation thereof and to build it up unto the most holy faith.” 
The President holds the Keys of the Mysteries and Revelations which are Sealed.
D&C 28:6-7: “And thou shalt not command him who is at thy head and at the head of the church; for I have given him the keys of the mysteries, and the revelations which are sealed, until I shall appoint unto them another in his stead.” 

D&C 35:18: “And I have sent forth the fullness of my gospel by the hand of my servant Joseph; and in weakness have I blessed him; and I given unto him the keys of the mystery of those things which have been sealed, even things which have been sealed, even things which were from the foundation of the world, and the things which shall come from this time until the time of my coming, if he abide in me, and if not, another will I plant in his stead” 
D&C 90:14: “And from time to time, as shall be manifested by the Comforter, receive revelations to unfold the mysteries of the Kingdom.”

The Prophet is Appointed to Receive Revelation for the Whole Church

D&C 28:2: “But, behold, verily, verily, I say unto thee, no one shall be appointed to receive commandments and revelations in this church excepting my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., for he receiveth them even as Moses.” 
D&C 43:1-6 extracts: “O hearken, ye elders of my church and give ear to the words which I shall speak unto you… ye have received a commandment for a law unto my church, through him whom I have appointed unto you to receive commandments and revelations from my hand. And this ye shall know assuredly-that there is none other appointed unto you to receive commandments and revelations until he be taken if he abide in me….. and this shall be a law unto you, that ye receive not the teachings of any that shall come before you as revelations or commandments; and this I give unto you that you may not be deceived, that you may know they are not of me.” 
The Prophet Joseph Smith stated: “I will inform you that it is contrary to the economy of God for any member of the church, or anyone, to receive instruction for those in authority higher than themselves….. the fundamental principles, government, and doctrine of the Church are vested in the Keys of the Kingdom:” Teachings page 21.
An Assistant to the President can be Appointed as a Prophet, Seer, and Revelator.

D&C 124:94-96: “And from this time forth I appoint unto him that he may be a Prophet, and a Seer, and a Revelator unto my church, as well as my servant Joseph; that he may act in concert also with my servant Joseph; and that he shall receive counsel from my servant Joseph, who shall show unto him the keys whereby he may ask and receive, and be crowned with the same blessing, and glory, and honour, and priesthood, and gifts of the priesthood, that were once put upon him that was my servant OC, that my servant Hyrum may bear record of the things which I shall show unto him, that his name may be held in honourable remembrance from generation to generation, forever and ever.” 
The President is the Presiding High Priest or President of the High Priesthood
D&C 107:65-67: “Wherefore, it must needs be that one be appointed of the High Priesthood to preside over the priesthood, and he shall be called President of the High Priesthood of the church; in other words, the Presiding High Priest over the High Priesthood of the church. From the same comes the administering of ordinances and blessings upon the church, by the laying on of the hands.” 
D&C 81:2: “….and a counselor unto my servant Joseph Smith, Jun.; unto whom I have given the Keys of the Kingdom, which belong always unto the Presidency of The High Priesthood.” 
The President Holds the Keys of the Sealing Power of the Priesthood

D&C 132:7: “And verily I say unto you that the conditions of this law are these: All covenants, contracts, oaths etc that are not entered into and sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise, of him who is anointed (set apart), both as well for time and for all eternity, and that too most holy, by revelation and commandment through the medium of mine anointed whom I have appointed on the earth to hold this power. (And I have appointed unto my servant Joseph to hold this power in the last days, and there is never but one on the earth at a time on whom this power and the keys of this priesthood are conferred) are of no efficacy, virtue, or force in and after the resurrection of the dead….”  
D&C 128:9: “…A  power which records or binds on earth and binds in Heaven. Nevertheless, in all ages of the world, whenever the Lord has given a dispensation of the priesthood to any man by actual revelation, or any set of men, this power has always been given. Hence, whatsoever those men did in authority, in the name of the Lord, and did it truly and faithfully, and kept a proper and faithful record of the same, it became a law on earth and in heaven, and could not be annulled, according to the decrees of the great Jehovah….” 
D&C 132:45-47: “For I have conferred upon you the keys and power of the priesthood wherein I restore all things, and make known unto you all things in due time. And verily, verily, I say unto you, that whatsoever you seal on earth shall be sealed in Heaven; and whatsoever you bind on earth, in my name and by my word, saith the Lord, it shall be eternally bound in the Heavens; and whosesoever sins you remit on earth shall be remitted eternally in the Heavens; and whosesoever sins you retain on earth shall be retained in Heaven. And again, verily I say, whomsoever you bless I will bless, and whomsoever you curse I will curse, saith the Lord; for I, the Lord, am thy God.” 

Three Presiding High Priests Form the Quorum of the First Presidency
D&C 107:22: “Of the Melchezidek Priesthood, three presiding high priests, chosen by the body, appointed to that office, and upheld by the confidence, faith and prayer of the church, form a Quorum of the Presidency of the Church.” 
D&C 124:126: “I give unto him for counselors my servant…… that these may constitute a quorum and First Presidency, to receive the oracles for the whole church.” 

Unity and Righteousness are required in the decisions made by these quorums.
After speaking of the Quorum of the First Presidency, (107:22); The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, (107:23-24); and the Quorum of the Seventy (25-26) the Lord states:
D&C 107:27-32: “And every decision made by either of these quorums must be by the unanimous voice of the same; that is, every member in each quorum must be agreed to its decisions….unless this is the case, their decisions are not entitled to the same blessings which the decisions of a quorum of three presidents were anciently, who were ordained after the order of Melchezidek, and were righteous and holy men.
These decisions of these quorums, or either of them, are to be made in all righteousness, in holiness, and lowliness of heart, meekness and longsuffering, and in faith, and virtue, and knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and charity; because the promise is, if these things abound in them they shall not be unfruitful in the knowledge of the Lord. And in the case that any decision of these quorums is made in unrighteousness, it may be brought before a general assembly of the several quorums, which constitute the spiritual authorities of the church; otherwise there can be no appeal from their decision. ” 
A Warning to those who hold the Oracles of God
D&C 90:5: “And all they who receive the oracles of God let them beware how thy hold them lest they are accounted as a light thing, and are brought under condemnation thereby and stumble and fall when the storms descend, and the winds blow, and the rains descend, and beat upon their house.” 
D&C 26:2: “And all things shall be done by common consent in the church, by much prayer and faith for all things you shall receive by faith.” Amen” (see D&C 28:13)
D&C 50:9: “Wherefore, let every man beware lest he do that which is not in truth and righteousness before me”. (See D&C 76:5, D&C 27:16-17)
Mark J.S.T: 9:42-48 extracts: “And again, if thy foot offend thee, cut it off; for he that is thy standard, by whom thou walkest, if he become a transgressor he shall be cut off. It is better for thee, to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell; into the fire that never shall be quenched. Therefore, let every man stand or fall, by himself and not for another; or not trusting another. And if thine eye which seeth for thee, him that is appointed to watch over thee to show thee light, become a transgressor and offend thee, pluck him out. It is better for thee to enter into the Kingdom of God, with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire. For it is better that thyself should be saved, than to be cast into hell with thy brother.”
Additional Responsibilities of the First Presidency

Preside in council and set in order the affairs of the church.
D&C 90:13-18: “….You shall from henceforth preside over the affairs of the church and the school (of the prophets) and from time to time as shall be manifested by the Comforter, receive revelations to unfold the mysteries of the Kingdom; and set in order the churches, and study and learn, and become acquainted with all good books, and with languages, tongues, and people. And this shall be your business and mission in all your lives, to preside in council, and set in order all the affairs of this Church and Kingdom. Be not ashamed, neither confounded, but be admonished in all your high-mindedness and pride, for it bringeth a snare upon your souls. Set in order your houses; keep slothfulness and uncleanness far from you.” 
D&C 107:9: “The Presidency of the High Priesthood, after the order of Melchezidek have a right to officiate in all the offices in the Church.”
D&C 112:18-20: “For on them (The First Presidency) have I laid the burden of all the churches for a little season. Wherefore, whithersoever they shall send you, go ye, and I will be with you; and in whatsoever place ye shall proclaim my name an effectual door shall be opened unto you that they may receive my Word. Whosoever receiveth my Word receiveth me, and whosoever receiveth me, receiveth those, the First Presidency, whom I have sent, whom I have made counsellors for my name’s sake unto you.” 
The First Presidency is to preside over the School of the Prophets

D&C 90:7-9: “As also through your administration the keys of the School of the Prophets, which I have commanded to be organized that thereby  they may be perfected  in their ministry for the salvation of Zion, and of the nations of Israel, and of the Gentiles as many as will believe. That through your administration (The First Presidency) they may receive the word, and through their administration the word may go forth unto the ends of the earth….” (see v 13-18 above)
The First Presidency are to sanction the call of Missionaries. 
D&C 36:5: “And now this calling and commandment give I unto you concerning all men-that as many as shall come before my servants (The First Presidency) embracing this calling and commandment, shall be ordained and sent forth to peach the everlasting gospel among the nations.” 
The First Presidency are responsible for the call of Bishops.
D&C 68:19: “But as a High Priest of the Melchezidek Priesthood has authority to officiate in all the lesser offices he may officiate in the office of Bishop when no literal descendent of Aaron can be found, provided he is called and set apart and ordained unto this power, under the hands of the First Presidency of the Melchezidek Priesthood. 

D&C 68:22-24: “And again no Bishop or High Priest who shall be set apart for this ministry shall be tried or condemned for any crime, save it be before the First Presidency of the Church; and inasmuch as he is found guilty before this Presidency, by testimony that cannot be impeached, he shall be condemned. And if he repent he shall be forgiven, according to the covenants and commandments of the Church.” 
The First Presidency will appoint those who will be gathered to Zion.
D&C 48:6: “…Then shall ye begin to be gathered with your families, every man according to his family, according to his circumstances, and as is appointed to him by the Presidency and the Bishop of the Church, according to the laws and commandments which ye have received, and which ye shall hereafter receive Even so. 
The First Presidency are to appoint new Stakes:
D&C 115:18: “And also that other places should be appointed for stakes in the regions round about, as they shall be manifested unto my servant Joseph, from time to time.” 
The First Presidency are to reveal the pattern for the Building of Temples
D&C 115:14-16: “But let a House be built unto my name according to the pattern which I show unto them and if my people build it not according to the pattern which I shall show unto their Presidency, I will not accept it at their hands. But if my people do build it according to the pattern which I shall show unto their Presidency, even my servant Joseph and his counsellors, then I will accept it at the hands of my people.” 

The First Presidency Preside over the High Council of the Seat of the First Presidency
This council is set up to settle difficulties of discipline and doctrine. 
See the study: High Council of the Seat of the First Presidency of the Church
D&C 102:26-27: “It shall be the duty of said council (i.e. high priests abroad) to transmit immediately, a copy of their proceedings, with a full testimony accompanying their decision, to the High council of the Seat of the First Presidency of the Church. Should the parties or either of them be dissatisfied with the decision of said council, they may appeal to the High Council of the Seat of the First Presidency of the Church and have a re-hearing….”
D&C 102:33: “Resolved: that the president or presidents of the seat of the First Presidency of the Church shall have power to determine whether any such case, as may be appealed, is justly entitled to a re-hearing, after examining the appeal and the evidences and statements accompanying it.”
D&C 107:78-81: “Again verily, I say unto you, the most important business of the church, and the most difficult cases of the church, inasmuch as there is not satisfaction upon the decision of the bishop or judges, it shall be handed over and carried up unto the Council of the Church, before the Presidency of the High Priesthood. 
And the Presidency of the council of the High Priesthood shall have power to call other High Priests, even twelve, to assist as Counsellors; and thus the Presidency of the High Priesthood and its Counsellors shall have power to decide upon testimony according to the laws of the church. 
And after this decision it shall be had in remembrance no more before the Lord; for this is the highest Council of the Church of God, and a final decision upon controversies in spiritual matters. There is not any person belonging to the church who is exempt from this council of the church.”
This council is also referred to as the ‘Standing Council of the church’ (D&C 102:3), and even the President of the church is subject to this council if he transgresses.(107:82-83)
The Lord has therefore established a system of checks and balances so that all are subject to His justice and mercy from the least to the greatest based on the law of common consent: 
D&C 107:84: “Thus none shall be exempted from the justice and the laws of God that all things may be done in order and in solemnity before Him, according to truth and righteousness.” 
One aspect of this council is to handle difficult questions respecting doctrine and principles that cannot be answered locally, even to the point of the President seeking new revelation if that should become necessary: 

D&C 102:23: “In case of difficulty respecting doctrine or principle, if there is not a sufficiency written to make the case clear to the minds of the council the President may inquire and obtain the mind of the Lord by revelation.” 
D&C 102:2 : “The High Council was appointed by revelation for the purpose of settling important difficulties which might arise in the church, which could not be settled by the church or the bishop’s council to the satisfaction of the parties.” 

The First Presidency are the Presidents of this Council.
D&C 102:3: “Joseph Smith, Jun, Sidney Rigdon and Frederick G. Williams were acknowledged Presidents by the voice of the Council.” 

Only one member of the First Presidency needs to be in attendance:

D&C 102:9-11: “The President of the church, who is also the President of the Council, is appointed by revelation, and acknowledged in his administration by the voice of the church. And it is according to the dignity of his office that he should preside over the Council of the Church; and it is his privilege to be assisted by two other Presidents, appointed after the same manner that he himself was appointed. And in case of the absence of one or both of those who are appointed to assist him, he has power to preside over the Council without an assistant; and in case he himself is absent, the other presidents have power to preside in his stead, both or either of them. 
The Presidency are Responsible to Maintain Purity of Doctrine

The Quorum of the First Presidency is responsible to see that pure doctrine agreeable to the scriptures is taught in Church Publications and General Conferences. They can be assisted in the verification of true doctrine by the High Council of the Seat of the First Presidency.

Elder Spencer W. Kimball “And so we admonish the leaders in stakes, wards, and missions to be vigilant to see that no incorrect doctrines are promulgated in their classes or congregations” Conference Report Apr 1948 page 110. 
Elder Ezra T. Benson said:  “The Twelve take seriously the following pronouncement made by a previous First Presidency”. (Church news 27 Jan 1985)

“We do not wish incorrect and unsound doctrines to be handed down to posterity under the sanction of great names, to be received and valued by future generations as authentic and reliable…. the interests of posterity are, to a certain extent in our hands. Errors in history and in doctrine if left uncorrected by us who are conversant with the events, and who are in a position to judge the truth or falsity of the doctrines, would go to our children as though we had sanctioned and endorsed them.” (Messages of First Presidency page 232. Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, Daniel Wells.) 
D&C 41:12: “These words are given unto you, and they are pure before me; wherefore, beware how you hold them, for they are to be answered upon your souls in the Day of Judgment Even so. Amen” 

D&C 42:59: “Thou shalt take the things which thou hast received, which have been given unto thee in my scriptures for a Law, to be my law to govern my Church.” 
The Saints are to teach from the revelations received:

D&C 43:7: “And be ordained as I have told you to teach those revelations which you have received and shall receive through him whom I have appointed.” 
D&C 50:9: “Wherefore, let every man beware lest he do that which is not in truth and righteousness before me”. 

D&C 75:4: “Lifting up your voices as with the sound of a trump, proclaiming the truth according to the revelations and commandments which I have given you.”

D&C 121:41-42 extract: “No power or influence can or ought to be maintained by virtue of the priesthood, only by persuasion, by long-suffering etc……and pure knowledge which shall greatly enlarge the soul without hypocrisy and without guile.”
Members of the Church to Uphold the First Presidency
D&C 43:12-13: “And if ye desire the Glories of the Kingdom, appoint ye my servant Joseph Smith, Jun.; and uphold him before me by the prayer of faith. And again, I say unto you that if ye desire the mysteries of the Kingdom; provide for him food and raiment, and whatsoever thing he needeth to accomplish the work wherewith I have commanded him.”

D&C 107:22: “Of the Melchezidek Priesthood, three presiding high priests, chosen by the body, appointed to that office, and upheld by the confidence, faith and prayer of the church, form a Quorum of the Presidency of the Church.” 
D&C 124:45-46: “And if my people will hearken unto my voice, and unto the voice of my servants whom I have appointed to lead my people, behold, verily I say unto you, they shall not be moved out of their place. But if they will not hearken to my voice, nor unto the voice of these men whom I have appointed, they shall not be blest, because they pollute my holy grounds, and mine ordinances, and charters, and my holy words which I give unto them.” 
The Lord has warned against establishing counsel other than the First Presidency:

D&C 28:6: “And thou shalt not command him who is at thy head and at the head of the church.”
D&C 124:84: “And with my servant…..there are many things with which I am not pleased; behold, he aspireth to establish his counsel instead of the counsel which I have ordained, even that of the Presidency of my Church…….” 
D&C 121:16-17: “Cursed are all those that shall lift up the heel against my anointed, saith the Lord, and cry they have sinned when they have not sinned before me, saith the Lord, but have done that which was meet in mine eyes, and which I have commanded them. But those who cry transgression do it because they are the servants of sin, and are the children of disobedience themselves.” 
There is a House to be Built for the Work of the First Presidency
D&C 94:3: 7-9: “And let the first lot on the south be consecrated unto me for the building of a house for the Presidency, for the work of the Presidency, in obtaining revelations; and for the work of the ministry of the Presidency, in all things pertaining to the church and kingdom….And it shall be wholly dedicated unto the Lord for the work of the Presidency. And ye shall not suffer any unclean thing to come in unto it; and my glory shall be there, and my presence shall be there. But if there shall come into it any unclean thing, my glory shall not be there; and my presence shall not come unto it” 
The Twelve Apostles Hold the Keys to Proclaim the Gospel Worldwide
D&C 107:35: “The Twelve being sent out, holding the Keys, to open the door by the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and first unto the Gentiles and then unto the Jews.” See also D&C 63:52

D&C 124:128: “Which Twelve hold the keys to open the authority of my Kingdom upon the four corners of the earth, and after that to send my word to every creature.” 

D&C 63:52: “Wherefore, for this cause preached the apostles unto the world the resurrection of the dead.”
D&C 112:30-34: “For unto you the Twelve, and those, the First Presidency, who are appointed with you to be your counselors and your leaders, is the power of this priesthood given, for the last days and for the last time, in the which is the dispensation of the fullness of times. Which power you hold, in connection with all those who have received a dispensation at any time from the beginning of the creation; for verily I say unto you, the keys of the dispensation, which ye have received, have come down from the fathers, and last of all, being sent down from Heaven unto you. 
Verily I say unto you, behold how great is your calling. Cleanse your hearts and your garments, lest the blood of this generation be required at your hands. Be faithful until I come, for I come quickly; and my reward is with me to recompense every man according as his work shall be…..” 
The President of the Twelve holds the Keys of the Twelve

D&C 112:16-17: “Verily I say unto you, my servant Thomas, thou art the man whom I have chosen to hold the keys of My Kingdom as pertaining to the Twelve- That thou mayest be my servant to unlock the door of the Kingdom in all places where my servant --- (First Presidency) cannot come.”
D&C 124:127: “I give unto you my servant Brigham Young to be a president over the Twelve traveling council.”

The Twelve Apostles called as Prophets, Seers, and Revelators
In the documentary history of the Church it is recorded: “I then called upon the quorums and congregation of saints to acknowledge the Twelve Apostles, who were present, as Prophets, Seers, and Revelators, and special witnesses to all the nations of the earth, holding the keys of the Kingdom, to unlock it...” D.H.C. 2:417

The Prophet Joseph also stated: “No man is a minister of Jesus Christ without being a Prophet. No man can be a minister of Jesus Christ except he has the testimony of Jesus; and this is the spirit of prophecy.” Teachings page 160 see also Revelations 19:10

See also Church News-viewpoint 28 Jan 2006 “The Spirit of Prophecy” the last paragraph which states:- “In a day when modern Israel is engaging in preparing the way for the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, we say, with Moses, would God that all the Lord’s people were Prophets.”
Further Responsibilities of the Twelve

D&C 18:27-28: “Yea even Twelve, and the Twelve shall be my disciples and they shall take upon them my name; and the Twelve are they who shall desire to take upon them my name with full purpose of heart. And if they desire to take upon them my name with full purpose of heart, they are called to go into all the world to preach my gospel unto every creature.”

D&C 107:23: “The Twelve Traveling councilors are called to be the Twelve Apostles or special witnesses of the name of Christ in all the world-thus differing from other offices in the church in the duties of their calling.” 
D&C 107:33: “The Twelve are a Traveling Presiding High Council to officiate in the name of the Lord, under the direction of the Presidency of the Church, agreeable to the institution of Heaven; to build up the Church and regulate all the affairs of the same in all nations, first unto the Gentiles and secondly unto the Jews.” 
D&C 107:98: “Whereas other officers of the church, who belong not unto the Twelve, neither to the Seventy, are not under the responsibility to travel among all nations, but are to travel as their circumstances shall allow, notwithstanding they may hold as high and responsible offices in the church.”
The Twelve can authorize other priesthood holders to open the door of the Kingdom.
D&C 112:21-22: “And again, I say unto you, that whosoever ye shall send in my name, by the voice of your brethren, the Twelve, duly recommended by you, shall have power to open the door of my kingdom unto any nation whithersoever ye shall send them. Inasmuch as they shall humble themselves before me, and abide in my word and hearken to the voice of my Spirit.” 
D&C 84:60-64: “Verily, verily, I say unto you who now hear my words, which are my voice, blessed are ye inasmuch as you receive these things; For I will forgive you of your sins with this commandment-that ye remain steadfast in your minds in solemnity and the spirit of prayer, in bearing testimony to all the world of those things which are communicated unto you. Therefore go ye into all the world; and unto whatsoever place ye cannot go ye shall send, that the testimony may from you into all the world unto every creature. And as I said unto mine Apostles, even God’s High Priests; ye are they whom my Father hath given me; ye are my Friends; Therefore, as I said unto mine Apostles I say unto you again, that every soul who believeth on your words…..” 
D&C 124:139: “Which quorum (Seventy) is instituted for traveling elders to bear record of my name in all the world, wherever the traveling high council, mine apostles, shall send them to prepare a way before my face.”
The Twelve have the Duty to ordain Patriarchs.
D&C 107:39: “It is the duty of the Twelve, in all large branches of the Church to ordain evangelical ministers, as they shall be designated unto them by revelation.” 

The Twelve form a quorum equal to the First Presidency

D&C 107:24: “And they form a quorum, equal in authority and power to the three presidents previously mentioned.” 
See D&C 107:27-32 for details of how the quorum is to be governed.
President Spencer W. Kimball when he was called as President stated:
“In the press conferences an ever-recurring question has been asked us: “Mr. President, what are you going to do now that you have the leadership of the Church in your hands?”

My answer has been that for the past 30 years, as a member of the Council of the Twelve Apostles, I have had a little to do with the making of policies and the formation of the present extensive, full, and comprehensive program. I anticipate no major changes in the immediate future, but do hope to give increased emphasis to some of the programs already established. This is a day of consolidating our efforts, and firming up our programs, and reaffirming our policies.” President Spencer W. Kimball May 1974 Ensign
The Apostles and Prophets are Friends of Christ

D&C 84:76-78: “But, verily I say unto all those to whom the Kingdom has been given……. And again I say unto you, my friends, for from henceforth I shall call you friends, it is expedient that I give unto you this commandment, that ye become even as my friends in days when I was with them, traveling to preach the gospel in my power for I suffered them not to have purse or scrip, neither two coats.” 
D&C 93:45-47: “Verily, I say unto my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., or in other words, I will call you friends, for you are my friends, and ye shall have an inheritance with me-- I called you servants for the world's sake, and ye are their servants for my sake-- And now, verily I say unto Joseph Smith, Jun.--You have not kept the commandments, and must needs stand rebuked before the Lord.” 

D&C 88:62-63: “And again, verily I say unto you, my friends, I leave these sayings with you to ponder in your hearts, with this commandment which I give unto you, that ye shall call upon me while I am near. And as I said unto mine apostles, even so I say unto you, for you are mine Apostles, even God's high priests; ye are they whom my Father hath given me; ye are my friends.”
D&C 94:1: “And again, verily I say unto you, my friends, a commandment I give unto you.” 

D&C 98:1: “Verily I say unto you my friends, fear not, let your hearts be comforted; yea, rejoice evermore, and in everything give thanks;” 
D&C 100:1-2: “Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you, my friends Sidney and Joseph, your families are well; they are in mine hands, and I will do with them as seemeth me good; for in me there is all power. Therefore, follow me, and listen to the counsel which I shall give unto you.” 
D&C 104:1: “Verily I say unto you, my friends, I give unto you counsel…..”
Offices in the Priesthood
D&C 124:123: “Verily I say unto you, I now give unto you the officers belonging to my Priesthood that ye may hold the Keys thereof, even the Priesthood, which is after the Order of Melchezidek, which is after the Order of Mine Only Begotten Son.” 
See D&C 124:124-142 for a list of these officers starting with the office of Patriarch.
Patriarch: D&C 124:124 see below “Patriarch”

First Presidency: D&C 124:125-126. See above “The President is appointed Prophet, Seer, Translator and Revelator.”

The Twelve: D&C 124:127-130 See above “The Keys of the Kingdom are also shared by the Twelve Apostles”

High Council: D&C 124:131-132: see below “The Quorum of the Standing High Council at the Stakes”

Stake Presidency: D&C 124:133-136: see below. 
Elders Quorum Presidency D&C 124:137: See below. 

Seventies Quorum Presidency D&C 124:138-140 See below.
Bishopric, Priests, Teachers, and Deacons Presidency D&C 124:141-142
D&C 124:143: “The above officers I have given unto you, and the keys thereof, for helps and for governments, for the work of the ministry and the perfecting of my saints.” 

Patriarch

See the study “Patriarch and Patriarchal Blessings.”

D&C 124:124: “First, I give unto you …… to be a patriarch unto you, to hold the sealing blessings of my church, even the Holy Spirit of promise, whereby ye are  sealed up unto the day of redemption, that ye may not fall notwithstanding the hour of temptation that may come upon you.”
D&C 124:92-94: “That from henceforth he shall hold the keys of the patriarchal blessings upon the heads of all my people, That whoever he blesses shall be blessed, and whoever he curses shall be cursed; that whatsoever he shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven and whatsoever he shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. And from this time forth I appoint unto him that he may be a prophet, and a seer, and a revelator unto my church, as well as my servant Joseph.”

D&C 107:39-41: “It is the duty of the Twelve, in all large branches of the church, to ordain evangelical ministers, as they shall be designated unto them by revelation— The order of this priesthood was confirmed to be handed down from father to son, and rightly belongs to the literal descendants of the chosen seed, to whom the promises were made. This order was instituted in the days of Adam, and came down by lineage in the following manner.”
Note: Patriarch is an ordained office in the Melchizedek, or higher Priesthood. The offices are Apostle, Seventy, patriarch, high priest, and elder. A patriarch is ordained, not set apart. Another name in scripture for patriarch is evangelist. 

Ephesians 4:11: And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some evangelists; and some, pastors, and teachers.” END 

The Quorum of the Standing High Council at the Stakes

D&C 124:131: “And again, I say unto you, I give unto you a high council, for the cornerstone of Zion.”
D&C 107:36: “The Standing High Councils at the Stakes of Zion form a quorum equal in authority in the affairs of the Church, in all their decisions, to the quorum of the presidency, or to the traveling high council.”

Why? Because local circumstances require local decisions

D&C 46:15: “And again to some it is given by the Holy Ghost to know the differences of administration, as it will be pleasing unto the same Lord, according as the Lord will, suiting his mercies according to the conditions of the children of men.” 
The Standing High Council consists of a Stake Presidency and Twelve High Priests:

D&C 102:1: “And proceeded to organize the High Council of the Church of Christ which was to consist of Twelve High Priests and one or three Presidents as the case may require.”

Stake Presidency

D&C 124:133-136: “And again, I give unto you Don C. Smith to be a president over a quorum of high priests; Which ordinance is instituted for the purpose of qualifying those who shall be appointed standing presidents or servants over different stakes scattered abroad; And they may travel also if they choose, but rather be ordained for standing presidents; this is the office of their calling, saith the Lord your God. I give unto him …….. for counselors, that they may preside over the quorum of high priests of my church, saith the Lord.”
See “The Spiritual Gifts Given the Stake” President By Elder Neil L. Andersen Dec 2009 Ensign
See “The Stake President” President Gordon B Hinckley April 2000 Gen Conf. 

“He carries the very heavy responsibility of seeing that the doctrine taught in the stake is kept pure and unsullied. It is his duty to see that there is no false doctrine that is taught nor false practice that occurs.”
“There is no other office in the Church quite like this office. The president of the stake is close enough to the people to know them and love them. And yet, with his counselors, he stands aloof enough to deal objectively according to the will and pattern of the Lord.”
Elders Quorum Presidency

D&C 107:7: “The office of an elder comes under the priesthood of Melchizedek.”

D&C 124:137: “And again, I say unto you, I give unto you …… which priesthood is to preside over the quorum of elders, which quorum is instituted for standing ministers; nevertheless they may travel, yet they are ordained to be standing ministers to my church, saith the Lord.”

D&C 107:89-90: “Again the duty of the president over the office of elders is to preside over ninety-six elders, and sit in council with them and to teach them according to the covenants. This presidency is a distinct one from that of the seventy, and is designed for those who do not travel into all the world.”
Note: when I joined the church in 1967 it was a Stake Elders Quorum not ward. We had monthly meetings where we were taught “according to the covenants.” 

Duty of Elders

See the study ‘Preaching the Gospel.’ 

See the study “Faith and Priesthood Blessings-Assist the Sick and Afflicted.”

D&C 20:38-45: “An apostle is an elder, and it is his calling to baptize; And to ordain other elders, priests, teachers, and deacons; And to administer bread and wine—the emblems of the flesh and blood of Christ—And to confirm those who are baptized into the church, by the laying on of hands for the baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost, according to the scriptures; And to teach, expound, exhort, baptize, and watch over the church; And to confirm the church by the laying on of the hands, and the giving of the Holy Ghost; And to take the lead of all meetings. The elders are to conduct the meetings as they are led by the Holy Ghost, according to the commandments and revelations of God.”
D&C 20:70: “Every member of the church of Christ having children is to bring them unto the elders before the church, who are to lay their hands upon them in the name of Jesus Christ, and bless them in his name.”

D&C 38:23: “But, verily I say unto you, teach one another according to the office wherewith I have appointed you.”

D&C 42:12-13: “And again, the elders, priests and teachers of this church shall teach the principles of my gospel, which are in the Bible and the Book of Mormon, in the which is the fulness of the gospel. And they shall observe the covenants and church articles to do them, and these shall be their teachings, as they shall be directed by the Spirit.
D&C 42:56-58: “Thou shalt ask, and my scriptures shall be given as I have appointed, and they shall be preserved in safety; and it is expedient that thou shouldst hold thy peace concerning them, and not teach them until ye have received them in full. And I give unto you a commandment that then ye shall teach them unto all men; for they shall be taught unto all nations, kindreds, tongues and people.” 

D&C 35:9-10: “And whoso shall ask it in my name in faith, they shall cast out devils; they shall heal the sick; they shall cause the blind to receive their sight, and the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak, and the lame to walk. And the time speedily cometh that great things are to be shown forth unto the children of men.”

D&C 42:43-44: “And whosoever among you are sick, and have not faith to be healed, but believe, shall be nourished with all tenderness, with herbs and mild food, and that not by the hand of an enemy. And the elders of the church, two or more, shall be called, and shall pray for and lay their hands upon them in my name; and if they die they shall die unto me, and if they live they shall live unto me.”
D&C 53:3: “Take upon you mine ordination, even that of an elder, to preach faith and repentance and remission of sins, according to my word, and the reception of the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands.”

D&C 55:2-3: “And then thou shalt be ordained by the hand of my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., to be an elder unto this church, to preach repentance and remission of sins by way of baptism in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God. And on whomsoever you shall lay your hands, if they are contrite before me, you shall have power to give the Holy Spirit.” 

D&C 68:7-9: “This is the Word of the Lord unto you my servant -------, and also my servant------, and unto my servant------, and unto my servant ------, and unto all the faithful elders of my church ‘Go ye into all the world, preach the gospel to every creature, acting in the authority which I have given you, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. And he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned.’”

D&C 72:5: “Verily I say unto you, the elders of the church in this part of my vineyard shall render an account of their stewardship unto the bishop, who shall be appointed of me in this part of my vineyard.” (Refers to Tithing today)

D&C 105:11-12: “And this cannot be brought to pass until mine elders are endowed with power from on high. For behold, I have prepared a great endowment and blessing to be poured out upon them, inasmuch as they are faithful and continue in humility before me.”
Seventies Quorum-Presidency

D&C 124:138-140: “And again, I give unto you Joseph Young, Josiah Butterfield, Daniel Miles, Henry Herriman, Zera Pulsipher, Levi Hancock, James Foster, to preside over the quorum of seventies, which quorum is instituted for traveling elders to bear record of my name in all the world, wherever the traveling high council, mine apostles, shall send them to prepare a way before my face.
(139) Which quorum is instituted for traveling elders to bear record of my name in all the world, wherever the traveling high council, mine apostles, shall send them to prepare a way before my face.”
(140) The difference between this quorum and the quorum of elders is that one is to travel continually, and the other is to preside over the churches from time to time; the one has the responsibility of presiding from time to time, and the other has no responsibility of presiding, saith the Lord your God.”
D&C 107:25-26, 34: “The Seventy are also called to preach the gospel, and to be especial witnesses unto the Gentiles in all the world-thus differing from other offices in the church in the duties of their calling. And they form a quorum, equal in authority to that of the Twelve…The Seventy are to act in the name of the Lord, under the direction of the Twelve…” 
D&C 107:93, 94-96: “And it is according to the vision showing the order of the Seventy, that they should have seven presidents to preside over them, chosen out of the number of the Seventy…and these seven presidents are to choose other Seventy besides the first Seventy to whom they belong and are to preside over them; and also, other Seventy, until seven times seventy, if the labour in the vineyard of necessity requires it.” 

D&C 107:97-98: “And these Seventy are to be travelling ministers…whereas other officers of the church, who belong not unto the Twelve, neither unto the Seventy, are not under the responsibility to travel among the nations.” 
The Purpose of a Quorum of the Priesthood

A quorum is a group of brethren holding the same priesthood office who are assigned together to receive leadership, training, brotherhood, support and strength to accomplish the assigned work of the Lord. The quorum member shares in the responsibilities and obligations placed upon the quorum by the Lord in scripture and through priesthood leaders. Each person who has received an ordination in the priesthood should feel the blessing of belonging to a quorum. 

Elder L. Tom Perry speaking on the brotherhood within the quorum of the Twelve said:

“In our Quorum, we have a special brotherhood. We are there to lift, inspire, and bless each other with the spirit of our calling. When one is burdened, there are 11 others anxious to help lift and share that burden. At times we rejoice together in feelings of accomplishment. We weep together in times of sorrow. We never feel as if we are facing a problem alone! There is always the counsel, support, help, and encouragement of our Quorum members. From the book Priesthood and Church Government, we have this statement on the brotherhood which should exist in every priesthood quorum: 

“The Priesthood is a great brotherhood, held together by the eternal and immutable laws that constitute the framework of the Gospel. The feeling of brotherhood should permeate the quorum. It should be the first concern of a quorum to help all members who may be in need temporally, mentally, or spiritually. The spirit of brotherhood should be the directing force in all the plans and operations of the quorum. If this spirit be cultivated, wisely and persistently, no other organization will become more attractive to the man who holds the Priesthood” quoted in John A. Widtsoe, comp., Priesthood and Church Government [1939], 135). We would encourage each priesthood quorum in the Church to cultivate such a brotherhood. “What Is a Quorum?” Ensign, Nov. 2004, 23
President David O. McKay taught concerning quorums: 

“If priesthood meant only personal distinction or individual elevation, there would be no need of groups or quorums. The very existence of such groups, established by divine authorization, proclaims our dependence upon one another, the indispensable need of mutual help and assistance.” Conference Report, Oct. 1968

President Gordon B. Hinckley said concerning priesthood quorums:

“It will be a marvelous day, my brethren—it will be a day of fulfillment of the purposes of the Lord—when our priesthood quorums become an anchor of strength to every man belonging thereto, when each such man may appropriately be able to say, ‘I am a member of a priesthood quorum of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. I stand ready to assist my brethren in all of their needs, as I am confident they stand ready to assist me in mine. Working together, we shall grow spiritually as covenant sons of God. Working together, we can stand, without embarrassment and without fear, against every wind of adversity that might blow, be it economic, social, or spiritual.’ ” Ensign, Nov. 1977, 86 

President Stephen L Richards First Counselor in the First Presidency taught:

“A quorum is three things: first, a class; second, a fraternity; and third, a service unit. Within it the men of the Priesthood learn of the principles of the Gospel, establish true brotherhood, and carry forward the work of Christ. It is a God-given association from which they derive more of lasting advantage than from any other fraternal organization in our society. Its prime purpose is to encourage and safeguard the individual.”

In Conference Report, Oct. 1938, 118

By President Richards’s definition, the way to build a strong quorum is to:

1. Strengthen the bond of brotherhood among all quorum members.

2. Learn fundamental doctrines and priesthood duties.

3. Fulfill service assignments involving the entire quorum.
The Leadership of a Quorum

D&C 107:20: “Of necessity there are presidents, or presiding officers growing out of or appointed of or from among those who are ordained to the several offices in these two priesthoods.” 
D&C 107:60-63: “Verily, I say unto you, saith the Lord of hosts, there must needs be presiding elders to preside over those who are of the office of an elder; and also priests to preside over those who are of the office of a priest. And also teachers to preside over those who are of the office of a teacher, in like manner, and also the deacons. Wherefore, from deacon to teacher, and from teacher to priest, and from priest to elder, severally as they are appointed, according to the covenants and commandments of the church.”
The same principle of leadership outlined in the following scriptures is applicable to each individual priesthood quorum:

D&C 107:85: “And again, verily I say unto you, the duty of a president over the office of a deacon is to preside over twelve deacons, to sit in council with them, and to teach them their duty, edifying one another, as it is given according to the covenants.” 

See D&C 107:27-32 above on the need for righteousness in the decisions of the quorums of the church.
Scriptures Used in this Study.
Doctrine and Covenants: 
D&C 2:1-2;11:23; 18:27-28; 20:38-45; 20;70; 21:1-2; 25:1; 26:2; 27:5; 27:6; 27:9; 27:11; 27:12-13; 28:2; 28:6-7; 29:5; 35:9-10; 35:18; 35:27; 36:5; 38:9; 38:23; 41:12; 42:12-13; 42:43-44; 42:57-58; 42:59; 42:69; 43:1-6; 43:7; 43:12-13; 45:1; 45:66-70; 46:15; 48:6; 50:9; 50:35; 53:3; 55:2-3; 61:36-37; 62:9; 63:52; 64:4-5; 64:41, 43; 65:2, 5-6; 68:7-9; 68:19; 68:22-24; 72:5; 75;4; 78:16; 78:18; 81:2; 81:3; 82:23-24; 84:2; 84:33-34; 84:57-58; 84:60-64; 84:76-78; 88:76-78; 90:2-5; 90:6;  90:7-9;  90:13-18; 90:14; 93:45-47; 94:1; 97:14; 97:18-19; 98:1-3; 99:1-3; 100:1-2;102:1; 102:2; 102:9-11; 102:23; 102:26-27; 102:33; 104:1; 105:11-12; 105:31-32; 107:7; 107:9; 107:20; 107:22; 107:23; 107:24; 107:25-26, 34; 107:27-32; 107:33; 107:35; 107:36: 107:39-41; 107:54-55; 107:60-63; 107:65-67; 107:78-81; 107:84; 107:85; 107:89-90; 107:91-92; 107:93, 94-96; 107:97-98; 110:11; 110:12; 110:13-15; 110:16; 112:15; 112:16-17; 112:18-20; 112: 21-22; 112:30-34; 115:8; 115:14-16; 115:18; 115:19; 121:16-17; 121:41-46; 124:45-46; 124:84; 124:92-94; 124:94-96; 124:123; 124:125-126; 124:127; 124:128; 124:131-132; 124:133-136; 124:137; 124:138-140; 124:143; 128:9; 128:10; 128:11; 128:14; 128:20; 128:21; 132:7; 132:45; 132:45-47; 133:58, 60; 138:44.
Pearl of Great Price: 
Moses 6:34; 6:67-68;; Abraham 1:18-19; 2:9-11; JSH 1:72.
Book of Mormon
 Jacob 2:18; Mosiah 18:8-9; 3 Nephi 27:27. 
New Testament: 
Matthew 6;33; JST: Mark 9:42-48; Ephesians 1:10; 4:11. 
Old Testament:
 JST: Genesis 14:25-40; Daniel 2:44-45:
Scriptures on the Keys given to the Prophet Joseph Smith

D&C 27:5; JS-H 1:30-59 (quotes); D&C 27:6 see D&C 2. D&C 27:9; see D&C 138:47-48; D&C 27:11 see also D&C 88:110-115; D&C 27:12-13; D&C 77:9; 78:16; 84:2; 107:54-55 see also v 41-53 and v 56-57. 

D&C 110:11-15; See D&C 2; Malachi 4:5-6; D&C 128:10

Quotes

Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 386-387

Teachings page 160 see also Revelations 19:10

Teachings page 21; Teachings page 111/112

D.H.C. 2:417
President John Taylor on 13th Oct 1882  page 50 “My Kingdom shall roll Forth”

See Ezra Taft Benson, “A Message to the World,” Ensign, Nov. 1975, 32
Some Administrative Functions within the Church Today (2010)
The Kingdom of God which is governed by the Keys of the Holy Priesthood has many facets to its organisation in the world today. Amongst its assets besides the membership of the Church are the following:

The Church Offices –the headquarters of the Church in Salt Lake City

The Conference Centre, Tabernacle and adjoining land in Salt Lake City

Additional massive investments in Office Blocks, Businesses, Farms, Lands, Shopping Malls etc (The Church does not reveal details of its investments but they are substantial)

The Area Offices built in several nations

The Distribution Centres found in Salt Lake and many nations.

The Missionary training Centre in Provo and Area MTC’S in several nations

The chapels that have been built worldwide and the land purchased for the same.

The Temples and accommodation centres worldwide

The Mission homes and offices throughout the earth

The Family History Library in Salt Lake City and many other smaller libraries built worldwide. The various family history departments-extraction, computer facilities, family search, acquisitions, storage etc with huge resources and equipment 

The Church History Department: New building to be dedicated in 2009 see Church News 2 June 2007 “Role of History”.

The Church Museum

The Universities, Colleges, and Schools which are Church owned.

The Translation of scriptures and Church Books in the Translation Services Department (See Ensign Feb 2005 page 75- Now 74 full editions and 30 selections from the B of M)

(See also Ensign July 2001 pages 24-26 “Taking the scriptures to the world”
The Institute and Seminary buildings found worldwide.

The Printing Facilities for the many Church Publications including the scriptures. The Publications including Church magazines and the Church News. Deseret Book Publishers

Humanitarian and service projects worldwide. The Welfare facilities in Salt Lake City including humanitarian aid. Welfare projects and farms found worldwide.. 

The Church operates 43 Deseret Industries stores in seven states. Those stores served 7,200 associates and 5.8 million customers in 2007. The Church runs 146 Bishops' Storehouses and 102 home storage centers worldwide.
LDS Employment Resource Center. The Church operates 311 centers in 53 countries. In 2007, the centers served 223,810 people.
LDS Family Services. The Church has 73 Family Services agencies, serving 154,000 people annually. (2007)
The Church Historical sites for example in Nauvoo and Palmyra.

The Visitors centre in Salt Lake City and many worldwide especially at Temples

The land purchased in the Missouri area, in Independence and Adam Ondi Ahman

The Audio-visual department of the church, Film theatre in Salt Lake, Church films, Church motion picture studio near BYU, video, photography, DVD’s, broadcasting, internet, and engineering technology. See Ensign April 2006 pages 74-75

Hotel and housing for Area Presidencies, Temple Presidents, Mission Presidents

The Investments and financial resources of the Church, including tithing and other funds

Cars for many Church Employees, General Authorities, Mission Presidents, missionaries

Garment manufacturers for Temple work.

The Research Information Division at Church Headquarters-doing research surveys

Legal arm of the Church, for the many contracts the Church enters into.

LDS philanthropies-http://deseretnews.com/cn/view/1,1721,500006395,00.html
The Perpetual Education Fund
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