Receiving the Melchezidek Priesthood

Introduction

I have used this brief scriptural study in the past to assist young men in realizing what is required to be ordained an Elder in the Holy Melchezidek Priesthood. 
· See the studies in the folder Priesthood/Miracles
 

Preparation to Receive the Melchezidek Priesthood

1. Live the Word of Wisdom
2. Live the Law of Tithing
3. Live the Law of Chastity 
4. Live the Ten Commandments
5. Sustain the leaders of the church
6. Striving to develop a Testimony of the Gospel 
7. Say regular individual prayers
8. Study the Word of God in the Scriptures, Ensign or Good Books

9. Attend all appropriate Meetings i.e. Priesthood and Sacrament

10.  Receive a Patriarchal Blessing

11.  Willing to do callings in the church especially Home-Teaching
12.  Understand the Atonement of Jesus Christ and the first Principles and Ordinances of the Gospel
13.  Accept the Oath and Covenant of the Priesthood-D&C 84:33-43
14.  Understand what the Melchezidek Priesthood is about 
15.  Live in harmony with family members
     17. Suitable appearance. 

     18. Honest in dealings-no excessive debt-in control of finances 
     19. Be in control of language-no cursing or swearing

     20. Not given to violence or losing of temper

     21. No idleness- Willingness to work and study as necessary

     22. Have resolved any serious transgressions with the Bishop
     23. Feel worthy to be ordained to the Higher Priesthood

     24. Be contrite-repentant

     25. Be humble, meek and submissive

Scriptures

The Office of Elder in the Melchezidek Priesthood

“The duty of an Elder (When assigned by priesthood leadership)

1. It is his calling to baptize. 

2. And to ordain other elders, priests, teachers, and deacons

3. And to administer bread and water-the emblems of the flesh and blood of Christ

4. And to confirm those who are baptized into the Church, by the laying on of hands for the baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost, according to the scriptures

5. And to take the lead of all meetings” D&C 20:38-44

6. “Every member of the Church of Christ having children is to bring them unto the Elders before the Church, who are to lay their hands upon them in the name of Jesus Christ, and bless them in His name.” D&C 20:70

7. “And whosoever among you are sick, and have not faith to be healed….And the Elders of the Church two or more, shall be called, and shall pray for  and lay their hands upon them in my name…. D&C 42:43-44 

8. “Require not miracles, except I shall command you, except casting out devils, healing the sick…..and these things ye shall not do, except it be required of you by them who desire it, that the scriptures might be fulfilled…” D&C 24:13-14
9. “Take upon you mine ordination, even that of an Elder, to preach faith and repentance and remission of sins, according to my word, and the reception of the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands.” D&C 53:3 (See D&C 55:2)
10. “And now, verily I say unto you…..every Elder in this part of the vineyard must give an account of his stewardship (calling) unto the Bishop in this part of the vineyard……in which he labours, that he may render himself and his accounts approved in all things. D&C 72:16, 19
11. “And this cannot be brought to pass until mine Elders are endowed with power from on high. For behold, I have prepared a great endowment and blessing to be poured out upon them, inasmuch as they are faithful and continue in humility before me.” D&C 105:11-12
12. Send forth the Elders of my Church unto the nations which are afar off; unto the islands of the sea; send forth unto foreign lands; call upon all nations…. D&C 133:8
The Oath and Covenant of the Melchezidek Priesthood
D&C 84:33-43: “For whoso is faithful unto the obtaining these two priesthoods, of which I have spoken, and the magnifying their calling, are sanctified by the Spirit unto the renewing of their bodies. They become the sons of Moses and of Aaron and the seed of Abraham, and the Church and Kingdom, and the elect of God. 
And also all they who receive this priesthood receive me, saith the Lord; For he that receiveth my servants receiveth Me; And he that receiveth Me receiveth my Father; and He that receiveth my Father receiveth my Father’s Kingdom; therefore all that my Father hath shall be given him. And this is according to the oath and covenant which belongeth to the priesthood. Therefore, all those who receive the priesthood, receive this oath and covenant of my Father, which he cannot break, neither can it be moved. But whoso breaketh this covenant after he hath received it, and altogether turneth therefrom shall not have forgiveness of sins in this world nor in the world to come.

And wo unto all those who come not unto this priesthood which ye have received, which I now confirm upon you who are present this day, by mine own voice out of the heavens; and even I have given the Heavenly hosts and mine angels charge concerning you. And now I give unto you a commandment to beware concerning yourselves, to give diligent heed to the words of Eternal Life” 

The Spiritual Power of the Melchezidek Priesthood

D&C 107:18-19: “The Power and Authority of the higher, or Melchezidek Priesthood is to hold the keys of all the Spiritual Blessings of the church-to have the privilege of receiving the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, to have the heavens opened unto them, to commune with the general assembly and church of the Firstborn, and to enjoy the communion and presence of God the Father and Jesus the mediator of the New Covenant” 

Enoch exercised the power of the Melchezidek Priesthood
JST Genesis 14:30-31: “For God having sworn unto Enoch and unto his seed with an oath by himself; that everyone being ordained after this order (Melchezidek Priesthood) and calling should have power, by faith, to break mountains, to divide the seas, to dry up waters, to turn them out of their course; to put at defiance the armies of nations, to divide the earth, to break every bond, to stand in the presence of God, to do all things according to his will, according to his command, subdue principalities and powers; and this by the will of the Son of God which was from the foundation of the world.…..” 

Moses 6:32-34: “And the Lord said unto Enoch: ‘Go forth and do as I have commanded thee, and no man shall pierce thee. Open thy mouth, and it shall be filled, and I will give thee utterance, for all flesh is in my hands, and I will do as seemeth me good. Say unto this people: Choose ye this day, to serve the Lord God who made you. Behold my Spirit is upon you, wherefore all thy words will I justify; and the mountains shall flee before you, and the rivers shall turn from their course; and thou shalt abide in me, and I in you; therefore, walk with me.”

Moses 7:13: “And so great was the faith of Enoch that he led the people of God, and their enemies came to battle against them; and he spake the word of the Lord, and the earth trembled, and the mountains fled, even according to his command; and the rivers of water were turned out of their course; and the roar of the lions was heard out of the wilderness; and all nations feared greatly, so powerful was the word of Enoch, and so great was the power of the language which God had given him.”

D&C 107:8: “The Melchezidek Priesthood holds the right of Presidency, and has power and authority over all the offices in the church in all ages of the world, to administer in Spiritual things.” 
D&C 107:12: “The High Priest and Elder are to administer in spiritual things, agreeable to the covenants and commandments of the Church…” 
D&C 84:19-22: “And this greater priesthood administereth the gospel and holdeth the key of the mysteries of the kingdom, even the key of the knowledge of God. Therefore, in the ordinances, the power of Godliness is manifest. And without the ordinances thereof, and the authority of the priesthood, the power of Godliness is not manifest unto men in the flesh; for without this no man can see the face of God, even the Father, and live.” 

The Priesthood Represents Jesus Christ-His Servants
Abraham 1:18-19: “Behold, I will lead thee by my hand, and I will take thee, to put upon thee my name, even the Priesthood of thy Father, and my power shall be over thee….through thy ministry my name shall be known in the earth forever, for I am thy God” See Abraham 2:8-11

D&C 36:2 “And I will lay my hand upon you by the hand of my servant Sidney Rigdon, and you shall receive my Spirit, the Holy Ghost….” 
The Lord calls His Priesthood bearers His servants
D&C 1:6: “Behold this is mine authority and the authority of my servants” 

D&C 1:38: “Whether by mine own voice or by the voice of my servants, it is the same” 
The Priesthood to take upon them the ‘Whole Armour of God’
D&C 27:15-18: “Wherefore, lift up your hearts and rejoice, and gird up your loins, and take upon you my whole armour that ye may be able to withstand the evil day, having done all that ye may be able to stand. Stand therefore having your loins girt about with truth, having on the breastplate of righteousness and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace, which I have sent mine angels to commit unto you; taking the shield of  faith wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, (an understanding of the atonement), and the sword of My Spirit which I will pour out upon you, and My Word which I reveal unto you, and be agreed as touching all things whatsoever ye ask of me, and be faithful until I come, and ye shall be caught up that where I am ye shall be also.” (See Ephesians 6:11-18)
The Need for Righteousness in the Melchezidek Priesthood
D&C 121:34-37: “Behold, there are many called, but few are chosen. And why are they not chosen? Because their hearts are set so much upon the things of this world, and aspire to the honours of men, that they do not learn this one lesson- that the rights of the priesthood are inseparably connected with the powers of heaven and that the powers of heaven cannot be controlled nor handled only upon the principles of righteousness. 
That they may be conferred upon us, it is true; but when we undertake to cover our sins, or gratify our pride, our vain ambition, or to exercise control or dominion or compulsion upon the souls of the children of men, in any degree of unrighteousness, behold the heavens withdraw themselves; the Spirit of the Lord is grieved; and when it is withdrawn, Amen to the priesthood or the authority of that man” 
D&C 121:41-46:
“No power or influence can or ought to be maintained by virtue of the priesthood only by: 

1. by persuasion 

2. by longsuffering 

3. by gentleness and 

4. meekness, and by 

5. love unfeigned 

6. by kindness, and 

7. pure knowledge, which greatly enlarge the soul without hypocrisy, and without guile

8. Reproving betimes with sharpness, when moved upon by the Holy Ghost; and then showing forth afterwards an increase of love toward him whom thou hast reproved, lest he esteem thee to be his enemy; that he may know that thy faithfulness is stronger than the cords of death. 

9. Let thy bowels also be full of charity towards all men, and to the household of faith, and 

10. let  virtue garnish thy thoughts unceasingly

Then shall thy confidence wax strong in the presence of God.
And the doctrine of the priesthood shall distil upon thy soul as the dews from heaven. 
The Holy Ghost shall be thy constant companion, 

And thy sceptre an unchanging sceptre of righteousness and truth. 

And thy dominion shall be an everlasting dominion; and without compulsory means it shall flow unto thee forever and ever.” 

Priesthood Holders to be Humble and Meek

D&C 11:12: “And now, verily, verily, I say unto thee, put your trust in that Spirit which leadeth to do good—yea, to do justly, to walk humbly, to judge righteously; and this is my Spirit.”
D&C 12:8: “And no one can assist in this work except he shall be humble and full of love, having faith, hope, and charity, being temperate in all things, whatsoever shall be entrusted to his care.” 

D&C 61:37: “And inasmuch as you have humbled yourselves before me, the blessings of the Kingdom are yours.”

D&C 112:10: “Be thou humble; and the Lord thy God shall lead thee by the hand, and give thee answer to thy prayers.”

D&C 19:23: “Learn of me, and listen to my words; walk in the meekness of my spirit, and you shall have peace in me.” 

D&C 19:41: “Or canst thou be humble and meek, and conduct thyself wisely before me? Yea, come unto me thy Saviour. Amen 

D&C 32:1: “…I will that he shall declare my gospel and learn of me, and be meek and lowly of heart” 

D&C 38:41: “And let your preaching be the warning voice, every man to his neighbour, in mildness and in meekness.”

D&C 52:16: “He that speaketh, whose spirit is contrite, whose language is meek and edifieth, the same is of God if he obey mine ordinances.”
D&C 118:3: “…And if they will do this in all lowliness of heart, in meekness, and humility, and longsuffering, I the Lord give unto them a promise….” 
Luke 14:11: “For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.
Matthew 18:4: “Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.”

The Need for Diligence in the Priesthood
See the study Be Diligent-Magnify-Valiant-Strong-Courageous-Duty
D&C 107:99-100: “Wherefore, now let every man learn his duty, and to act in the office in which he is appointed, in all diligence. He that is slothful shall not be counted worthy to stand, and he that learns not his duty and shows himself not approved shall not be counted worthy to stand. Even so Amen” 

D&C 75:29: “Let every man be diligent in all things. And the idler shall not have place in the Church, except he repent and mend his ways.” 
D&C 4:6: “Remember faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, brotherly kindness, godliness, charity, humility, diligence.”

D&C 10:4: “Do not run faster or labour more than you have strength and means provided to enable you to….but be diligent unto the end.”
D&C 59:4: “And they shall also be crowned with blessings from above, yea, and with commandments not a few, and with revelations in their time—they that are faithful and diligent before me.”

D&C 103:36: “All victory and glory is brought to pass unto you through your diligence, faithfulness, and prayers of faith.”

D&C 104:79-80:  “And it is my will that you shall humble yourselves before me, and obtain this blessing by your diligence and humility and the prayer of faith. And inasmuch as you are diligent and humble, and exercise the prayer of faith, behold, I will….”

2 Peter 1:5: “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge…….”

Jacob 6:3 “And how blessed are they who have labored diligently in his vineyard; and how cursed are they who shall be cast out into their own place! And the world shall be burned with fire.”

D&C 88:80: “That ye may be prepared in all things when I shall send you again to magnify the calling whereunto I have called you, and the mission with which I have commissioned you.”

D&C 58:26: “For behold, it is not meet that I should command in all things; for he that is compelled in all things, the same is a slothful and not a wise servant; wherefore he receiveth no reward.”

The Priesthood after the Holy Order of the Son of God

Dictionary: An Order is a group of people who have been awarded a particular honour like the order of the garter. The Priesthood after the Order of the Son of God is the authority and honour to represent the Saviour.
To Abraham the Lord said: 
Abraham 1:18-19: “Behold, I will lead thee by my hand, and I will take thee, to put upon thee my name, even the Priesthood of thy Father, and my power shall be over thee….through thy ministry my name shall be known in the earth forever, for I am thy God”

Scriptures on the Holy Order of the Son of God

D&C 76:57: “And are priests of the Most High, after the Order of Melchezidek, which was after the order of Enoch, which was after the order of the Only Begotten Son….. and they are Christ’s and Christ is God’s and they shall overcome all things.”
2 Nephi 6:2: “I Jacob, having been called of God and ordained after the manner of His Holy Order”

Helaman 8:18: “But there were many before the days of Abraham who were called by the Order of God; yea; even after the Order of His Son; and this that it should be shown unto the people, a great many thousand years before His Coming, that even redemption should come unto them.” 

Alma 4:20: “Alma delivered up the judgment seat…and confined himself wholly to the High Priesthood of the Holy Order of God, to the testimony of the Lord, according to the spirit of revelation and prophesy” 

Alma 44:43-49 extracts only: “And now my brethren, I would that ye should hear me, for I speak in the energy of my soul; for behold, I have spoken unto you plainly that ye cannot err, or have spoken according to the commandments of God. For I am called to speak after this manner, according to the Holy Order of God, which is in Christ Jesus; yea I am commanded to stand and testify…. I testify unto you that I do know that these things whereof I have spoken are true…. they are made known unto me by the Holy Spirit of God. 
Behold I have fasted and prayed many days that I might know these things of myself that they are true; for the Lord God hath made them manifest unto me by His Holy Spirit; and this is the spirit of revelation in me……I know that Jesus shall come, yea the Son, the Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace, and mercy, and truth. And behold it is he that cometh to take away the sins of the world…. this is the order after which I am called, yea, to preach unto my beloved brethren, yea, and every one that dwelleth in the land…to cry unto them that they must repent and be born again….”
Alma 13:1-7: “And I would that ye should remember that the Lord God ordained priests, after His Holy Order, which was after the Order of His Son, to teach these things unto the people, and these priests were ordained after the Order of His Son, in a manner that thereby the people might know in what manner to look forward to His Son for Redemption…. in the first place being left to choose good or evil; therefore they having chosen good…… and thus they were called to this holy calling on account of their faith…in the first place they were on the same standing with their brethren…..and thus being called by this holy calling, and ordained unto the High Priesthood of the Holy Order of God, to teach His commandments unto the children of men… this high priesthood being after the Order of His Son, which Order was from the foundation of the world. (important: see whole chapter)
Hebrews 7:3 JST: “For this Melchezidek was ordained a priest after the Order of the Son of God…. which order was without father, without mother, without descent….. and all those who are ordained unto this priesthood are made like unto the Son of God, abideth a priest continually.” 

Why is the Holy Priesthood called after Melchezidek?

D&C 107:2-4: “Why the first is called the Melchezidek Priesthood is because Melchezidek was such a great high priest. Before his day it was called the Holy priesthood, after the Order of the Son of God. But out of respect or reverence to the name of the Supreme Being, to avoid the too frequent repetition of his name, they, the church, in ancient days, called the priesthood after Melchezidek or the Melchezidek Priesthood” 

JST Genesis 14:25-40 extracts only: “Now Melchezidek was a man of faith, who wrought righteousness; and when a child he feared God, and stopped the mouth of lions, and quenched the violence of fire. And thus, having been approved of God, he was ordained a high priest after the Order of the covenant which God made with Enoch, it being after the Order of the Son of God……    And now, Melchezidek was a priest of this order; therefore he obtained peace in Salem, and was called the Prince of peace. And his people wrought righteousness, and obtained heaven……and this Melchezidek, having thus established righteousness, was called the king of heaven by his people, or, in other words, the King of peace.”

Alma 13:19: “Now, there were many (priesthood holders) before him (Melchezidek), and also there were many afterwards, but none were greater; therefore of him they have more particularly made mention” (See Alma 13:1-19) 

Hebrews 7:1-4 extracts: “For this Melchezidek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God…. king of righteousness, and after that also king of Salem, which is king of peace …..made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually. Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.” 

D&C 84:14: “Which Abraham received the priesthood from Melchezidek, who received it through the lineage of their fathers…” 

‘The Name Melchizedek’ By Gib Kocherhans Sept Ensign 1980:
“Some Thoughts on Its Meaning and the Priesthood It Represents

Why, then, does that sacred priesthood, which was titled the Holy Priesthood after the Order of the Son of God, bear Melchizedek’s name rather than that of some other prophet and patriarch (see D&C 107:3)? After much study, I have concluded that the name Melchizedek is a name of deep significance, and that we can know, at least in part, why the Lord selected this particular name to identify his holy priesthood…..

An appeal to the scriptures begins to inform us. We learn that Melchizedek was spiritually prodigious as a child (see JST, Gen. 14:26; Heb. 11:33–34). But, as we remember, so were Nephi (see 1 Ne. 2:16), Jacob (see 2 Ne. 2:1–4), and Moroni (see Alma 43:17). 
Or as we learn more, we may reason, “Melchizedek was a man of faith, … And his people … obtained heaven” (JST, Gen. 14:26, 34). But this criteria would suggest that the priesthood could just as well bear the name of Enoch (see Moses 7:13, 21)﻿—by virtue of the compelling impact of his similar accomplishments…….

Yet, why is it that only Melchizedek has his name used to designate the “Holy Priesthood after the Order of the Son of God”?

We turn again to the scriptures and see that they explain that it “is because Melchizedek was such a great high priest” (D&C 107:2), and that “there were many before him, and … many afterwards, but none were greater; therefore, of him they have more particularly made mention” (Alma 13:19; italics added). Perhaps, then, this finally explains why Melchizedek is a most fit representative to personify the highest meaning of this sacred and powerful priesthood.

However, in addition to these scriptures there remains still another exciting and beautiful consideration that we should examine it appears possible that the actual name of Melchizedek preserves the original, full, and true identity and name of the Holy Priesthood after the Order of the Son of God.
It is not unusual for Hebrew names to contain one of the word roots used to designate deity. For example, Immanuel, which means “God with us,” contains the same el reference as Elohim, which is the plural form for God, or Gods. Other examples are Ishmael and Israel, as well as names ending in iah for Jehovah, such as Isaiah and Jeremiah. Elijah (“My God is Jehovah”) combines both these roots and demonstrates a variation of the Jehovah root.

Hebrew names in scripture are sometimes given by inspiration or directly by the Lord, such as when he changes Abram to Abraham or Jacob to Israel. Such names often serve as a divine message, much like a patriarchal blessing﻿—a message of hope, comfort, or warning; a directive for the bearer; or a description of his attributes. For example, what beauty and comfort are in the name and prophecy of Immanuel: “God [is] with us” (see Isa. 7:14; Isa. 8:8, 10; Matt. 1:23).

So what of the name Melchizedek? We discover some inspiring and fascinating clues by turning to a Bible or Hebrew dictionary. We first find Melchiah, meaning “Jehovah is king.” We then find Zadok, meaning “just” or “righteous.” Thus, our study has identified the very roots from which Melchizedek, “king of righteousness,” is formed (see Heb. 7:2).
 As we contemplate what we have found we see that the name Melchizedek is not simply a contrived arrangement of unfamiliar syllables! But is there more about the significance of the name’s translated meaning? So far, we have not yet seen why He after whom this mighty order of priesthood is named should be referred to as “an high priest … after the order of Melchisedec” (Heb. 6:20). 
We ponder that there must be something out of order in identifying the Master by the name of the servant, however extraordinary that servant may be﻿—unless perhaps the name of the Master is revealed in the name of the servant﻿—If so, then Melchizedek glorified the Savior as he did honor to his own name.

Thus, it is possible, then, that the translated word Melchizedek also represents one of the Savior’s title-names. If so, then when we speak of the holy priesthood after the order of Melchizedek, we are not only invoking a grand historic allusion of the power to go to heaven, we are also identifying the source of that divine power and authority﻿—the great, ultimate King of Righteousness. 
Accordingly, the Melchizedek Priesthood would thus not simply be defined to mean the holy priesthood, but would appear to intrinsically mean, by translation, the power and authority of the great King of Righteousness, Jesus Christ. Another way to phrase it would be to say: the priesthood of Melchizedek, meaning, the power and authority of the King of Righteousness.
Many title-names with which we are familiar have been formed to represent the Lord﻿—Savior, Redeemer, the Righteous, the Creator, and so forth. Consequently, the scriptures say, “Out of respect or reverence to the name of the Supreme Being, to avoid the too frequent repetition of his name, they, the church, in ancient days, called that priesthood after Melchizedek, or the Melchizedek Priesthood” (D&C 107:4).
Perhaps we have assumed that reference to deity was thereby eliminated, rather than rendered﻿—as the Lord has also done in so many other instances﻿—in a more discreet form. But if the name Melchizedek is simply a different form of a true title﻿—King of Righteousness﻿—preserving the identity of its divine head, then the Melchizedek Priesthood is more than the priesthood belonging to or originating from an exemplary patriarch; it would be the very power of the King of Righteousness. Perhaps the Lord is telling us in D&C 107:4 that the term Melchizedek Priesthood is but a discretionary way of identifying the Holy Priesthood after the Order of the Son of God, who is the true King of Righteousness, rendered by the name Melchizedek in magnificent Hebrew reverential sensitivity and judgment.
A profound expression of worship is emulation. Thus the bearer of the Holy Melchizedek Priesthood who would “worship him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24) will increasingly reflect the “image of God” in his countenance (Alma 5:19). He will not only bear the power and authority of Jesus Christ; he will bear his love and his ministry of service and inner healing as well……
What a heritage and challenge, then, is ours in the Melchizedek Priesthood! Here is a name of beauty. Here is a priesthood of love that, by its very nature, teaches of Jesus Christ. Even the ministry of Melchizedek prefigures and typifies the Master in its power to inspire repentance; to establish peace, virtue, and holiness; to do works of meekness, service, and love; and to bring an entire society into the presence of God.

Our ministry is no less as we pursue the preparations for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, the great King of Righteousness, after whom we all are to be patterned.” End 
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