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Melchezidek Priesthood Holders are Ordained after the Holy Order of the Son of God

An Order is a group of people who have been awarded a particular honour with a pattern to follow. The ordained individual receives whatever powers, authority, and privileges come with being part of that order. 
D&C 76:57: “And are Priests of the Most High, after the Order of Melchezidek, which was after the order of Enoch, which was after the order of the Only Begotten Son…. .and they are Christ’s and Christ is God’s and they shall overcome all things.” 
D&C 124:123: “Verily I say unto you, I now give unto you the officers belonging to my Priesthood that ye may hold the Keys thereof, even the Priesthood, which is after the Order of Melchezidek, which is after the Order of Mine Only Begotten Son.” 
2 Nephi 6:2: “I Jacob, having been called of God and ordained after the manner of His Holy Order.”
Hebrews 7:3 JST: “For this Melchezidek was ordained a priest after the Order of the Son of God…. which order was without father, without mother, without descent….. and all those who are ordained unto this priesthood are made like unto the Son of God, abideth a priest continually. 
Helaman 8:18: “But there were many before the days of Abraham who were called by the Order of God; yea; even after the Order of His Son; and this that it should be shown unto the people, a great many thousand years before His Coming, that even redemption should come unto them.” 
Alma 4:20: “Alma delivered up the judgment seat… and confined himself wholly to the High Priesthood of the Holy Order of God, to the testimony of the Lord, according to the spirit of revelation and prophesy.” 
Alma 5:43-49 (extracts only): “And now my brethren, I would that ye should hear me, for I speak in the energy of my soul; for behold, I have spoken unto you plainly that ye cannot err, or have spoken according to the commandments of God. For I am called to speak after this manner, according to the Holy Order of God, which is in Christ Jesus; yea I am commanded to stand and testify….I testify unto you that I do know that these things whereof I have spoken are true….they are made known unto me by the Holy Spirit of God. 
Behold I have fasted and prayed many days that I might know these things of myself that they are true; for the Lord God hath made them manifest unto me by His Holy Spirit; and this is the spirit of revelation in me…… I know that Jesus shall come, yea the Son, the Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace, and mercy, and truth. And behold it is He that cometh to take away the sins of the world…. this is the order after which I am called, yea, to preach unto my beloved brethren, yea, and every one that dwelleth in the land…to cry unto them that they must repent and be born again….” (See also v 50-62)

Alma 13:1-11: “And I would that ye should remember that the Lord God ordained Priests, after His Holy Order, which was after the Order of His Son, to teach these things unto the people, and these priests were ordained after the Order of His Son, in a manner that thereby the people might know in what manner to look forward to His Son for Redemption…. in the first place being left to choose good or evil; therefore they having chosen good…… and thus they were called to this holy calling on account of their faith… in the first place they were on the same standing with their brethren…..and thus being called by this holy calling, and ordained unto the High Priesthood of the Holy Order of God, to teach His commandments unto the children of men that they also might enter into His rest.” 
“This High Priesthood being after the Order of His Son, which Order was from the foundation of the world; or in other words without beginning of days or end of years, being prepared from eternity to eternity, according to His foreknowledge of all things. 

“Now they were ordained after this manner-being called with a holy calling, and ordained with a holy ordinance, and taking upon them the High Priesthood of the Holy Order, which calling and ordinance, and High Priesthood, is without beginning or end. Thus they become High Priests, after the Order of His Son, the Only begotten of the Father….. 

“Now as I said concerning the Holy Order, or this High Priesthood there were many who were ordained and became High Priests of God, and it was on account of their exceeding faith and repentance, and their righteousness before God, they choosing to repent and work righteousness rather than to perish; therefore they were called after this Holy Order, and were sanctified…”  (See all chapter 13)

Ether12:10: “Behold it was by faith that they of old were called after the Holy Order of God” 

To Adam at the time of his baptism, the Lord said:

Moses 6:67 “Thou art after the Order of Him who was without beginning of days or end of years, from all eternity to all eternity. 

Moses 8:19: “And the Lord ordained Noah after His Holy Order and commanded him that he should go forth and declare His Gospel unto the children of men, even as it was given unto Enoch.” 

See JST Genesis 14:30-31: “For God having sworn unto Enoch and unto his seed with an oath by himself; that everyone being ordained after this order and calling should have power, by faith…(See full scripture below)
The Oath and Covenant of the Priesthood
D&C 84:33-42: “For whoso is faithful unto the obtaining these two priesthoods, of which I have spoken, and the magnifying their calling, are sanctified by the Spirit unto the renewing of their bodies. They become the sons of Moses and of Aaron and the seed of Abraham, and the Church and Kingdom, and the elect of God. And also all they who receive this priesthood receive me, saith the Lord; for he that receiveth my servants receiveth Me; And he that receiveth Me receiveth my Father; and He that receiveth my Father receiveth my Father’s Kingdom; therefore all that my Father hath shall be given him. 
And this is according to the oath and covenant which belongeth to the priesthood. Therefore, all those who receive the Priesthood receive this oath and covenant of my Father, which He cannot break, neither can it be moved. But whoso breaketh this covenant after he hath received it, and altogether turneth therefrom shall not have forgiveness of sins in this world nor in the world to come. And wo unto all those who come not unto this priesthood which ye have received, which I now confirm upon you who are present this day, by mine own voice out of the Heavens; and even I have given the Heavenly hosts and mine Angels charge concerning you.” 

D&C 76:5-10: “For thus saith the Lord-I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious unto those who fear me, and delight to honour those who serve me in righteousness and in truth unto the end. Great shall be their reward and Eternal shall be their glory, And to them will I reveal all mysteries, yea, all the hidden mysteries of my Kingdom, from days of old, and for ages to come, will I make known unto them the good pleasure of my will concerning all things pertaining to my Kingdom. 
Yea, even the wonders of eternity shall they know, and things to come will I show them, even the things of many generations. And their wisdom shall be great, and their understanding reach to Heaven; and before them the wisdom of the wise shall perish, and the understanding of the prudent shall come to naught. For by My Spirit will I enlighten them, and by My Power will I make known unto them the secrets of my will-yea, even those things which eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor yet entered into the heart of man.”
D&C 59:4: “And they shall also be crowned with blessings from above, yea, and with commandments not a few, and with revelations in their time-they that are faithful and diligent before me.” 
D&C 76:53-60: “And who overcome by faith, and are sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise, which the Father sheds forth upon all those who are just and true. They are they who are the Church of the Firstborn. They are they into whose hands the Father has given all things. They are they who are Priests and Kings, who have received of His Fullness, and of His Glory; and are priests of the Most High, after the Order of Melchezidek, which was after the Order of Enoch, which was after the Order of the Only Begotten son. Wherefore, as it is written, they are God’s, even the Sons of God-wherefore, all things are theirs, whether life or death, or things to come, all are theirs and they are Christ’s and Christ is God’s. And they shall overcome all things.” 
The Priesthood Covenant is Part of the New and Everlasting Covenant

D&C 88:133: “Art thou a brother or brethren: I salute you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, in token or remembrance of the Everlasting Covenant, in which covenant I receive you to fellowship, in determination that is fixed, immovable, and unchangeable, to be your friend and brother through the grace of God in the bonds of love, to walk in all the commandments of God blameless, in thanksgiving, forever and ever, Amen.”

D&C 90:17-18; 24: “Be not ashamed, neither confounded; but be admonished in all your high-mindedness and pride, for it bringeth a snare upon your souls. Set in order your houses; keep slothfulness and uncleanness far from you……search diligently, pray always, and be believing, and all things shall work together for your good, if ye walk uprightly and remember the covenant wherewith ye have covenanted one with another.” 

Moses 6:7: “Now this same Priesthood, which was in the beginning, shall be in the end also.” 

The Power and Authority of the Holy Melchezidek Priesthood
See the study The Kingdom of God-Priesthood Keys and Quorums
D&C 107:18-19: “The Power and Authority of the Higher, or Melchezidek Priesthood is to hold the keys of all the Spiritual Blessings of the church-to have the privilege of receiving the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, to have the Heavens opened unto them, to commune with the General Assembly and Church of the Firstborn, and to enjoy the communion and presence of God the Father and Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant.” 
D&C 84:19-22: “And this greater priesthood administereth the gospel and holdeth the key of the mysteries of the Kingdom, even the key of the knowledge of God. Therefore, in the ordinances, the power of Godliness is manifest. And without the ordinances thereof, and the authority of the priesthood, the power of Godliness is not manifest unto men in the flesh; for without this no man can see the face of God, even the Father, and live.” 
D&C 107:8: “The Melchezidek Priesthood holds the right of Presidency, and has power and authority over all the offices in the church in all ages of the world, to administer in Spiritual Things.” 
JST Genesis 14:30-31: “For God having sworn unto Enoch and unto his seed with an oath by himself; that everyone being ordained after this order (Melchezidek Priesthood) and calling should have power, by faith, to break mountains, to divide the seas, to dry up waters, to turn them out of their course; to put at defiance the armies of nations, to divide the earth, to break every bond, to stand in the presence of God, to do all things according to His will, according to His command, subdue principalities and powers; and this by the will of the Son of God which was from the foundation of the world.…”

Moses 6:32-34: “And the Lord said unto Enoch: ‘Go forth and do as I have commanded thee, and no man shall pierce thee. Open thy mouth, and it shall be filled, and I will give thee utterance, for all flesh is in my hands, and I will do as seemeth me good. Say unto this people: Choose ye this day, to serve the Lord God who made you. Behold my Spirit is upon you, wherefore all thy words will I justify; and the mountains shall flee before you, and the rivers shall turn from their course; and thou shalt abide in me, and I in you; therefore, walk with me.”

Moses 7:13: “And so great was the faith of Enoch that he led the people of God, and their enemies came to battle against them; and he spake the word of the Lord, and the earth trembled, and the mountains fled, even according to his command; and the rivers of water were turned out of their course; and the roar of the lions was heard out of the wilderness; and all nations feared greatly, so powerful was the word of Enoch, and so great was the power of the language which God had given him.”

Helaman 10:6-11: “Behold, thou art Nephi, and I am God. Behold, I declare it unto thee in the presence of mine angels, that ye shall have power over this people, and shall smite the earth with famine, and with pestilence, and destruction, according to the wickedness of this people. 

Behold, I give unto you power, that whatsoever ye shall seal on earth shall be sealed in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven; and thus shall ye have power among this people. And thus, if ye shall say unto this temple it shall be rent in twain, it shall be done. And if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou cast down and become smooth, it shall be done. And behold, if ye shall say that God shall smite this people, it shall come to pass. And now behold, I command you, that ye shall go and declare unto this people that thus saith the Lord God, who is the Almighty: Except ye repent ye shall be smitten, even unto destruction.”

D&C 35:13-14: “Wherefore, I call upon the weak things of the world, those who are unlearned and despised, to thrash the nations by the power of my Spirit; And their arm shall be my arm, and I will be their shield and their buckler; and I will gird up their loins, and they shall fight manfully for me; and their enemies shall be under their feet; and I will let fall the sword in their behalf, and by the fire of mine indignation will I preserve them”. 
D&C 133:58-59: “To prepare the weak for those things which are coming on the earth, and for the Lord’s errand in the day when the weak shall confound the wise, and the little one become a strong nation, and two shall put their tens of thousands to flight. And by the weak things of the earth the Lord shall thresh the nations by the power of his Spirit.”

There will be a need for Power in the Priesthood to accomplish the Redemption of Zion 

D&C 103:15-18 extracts:  “Behold I say unto you the Redemption of Zion must needs come by power; therefore I will raise up unto my people a man who shall lead them lake as Moses led the Children of Israel….ye must needs be led out of bondage by power and with a stretched out arm. And as your fathers were led at the first, even so shall the Redemption of Zion be.” 
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 166
“…the Melchezidek Priesthood…is the channel through which all knowledge, doctrine, the plan of salvation and every important matter is revealed from Heaven. Its institutions were prior to the foundation of the earth….and is after the Order of the Son of God. It is the channel through which the Almighty commenced revealing His Glory at the beginning of creation of this earth, and through which He has continued to reveal Himself to the children of men to the present time, and through which he will make known His purposes to the end of time.” 
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith pages 111-112
“It is the privilege of any officer in this church to obtain revelations as far as relates to his particular calling and duty in the church. All are bound by the principles of virtue and happiness but one great privilege of the priesthood is to obtain revelations of the mind and will of God. It is also the privilege of the Holy Priesthood to reprove, rebuke, and admonish, as well as receive revelation.” 
Maintaining Power in the Priesthood  
See the study How the Saints Can Obtain Power with God
D&C 121:41-46 

“No power or influence can or ought to be maintained by virtue of the Priesthood only by: 

1. By persuasion 

2. By longsuffering 

3. By gentleness and 

4. Meekness, and by 

5. Love unfeigned. 

6. By kindness 

7. Pure knowledge, which greatly enlarge the soul without hypocrisy, and without guile-

8. Reproving betimes with sharpness, when moved upon by the Holy Ghost; and then showing forth afterwards an increase of love toward him whom thou hast reproved, lest he esteem thee to be his enemy; that he may know that thy faithfulness is stronger than the cords of death. 

9. Let thy bowels also be full of charity towards all men, and to the household of faith, and 

10. Let virtue garnish thy thoughts unceasingly.
Then shall thy confidence wax strong in the presence of God. 

And the doctrine of the priesthood shall distil upon thy soul as the dews from Heaven. 
The Holy Ghost shall be thy constant companion, 

And thy scepter an unchanging scepter of righteousness and truth. 

And thy dominion shall be an everlasting dominion; and without compulsory means it shall flow unto thee forever and ever.” END
D&C 50:26-30: “He that is ordained and sent forth, the same is appointed to be the greatest, notwithstanding he is the least and the servant of all. 
Wherefore, He is possessor of all things; for all things are subject unto him, both in the Heaven and on the earth. The life and the light, the Spirit and the power, sent forth by the will of the Father, through Jesus Christ His son. 
But no man is possessor of all things except he be purified and cleansed from all sin. And if ye are purified and cleansed from all sin, ye shall ask whatsoever you will in the name of Jesus, and it shall be done.  But know this, it shall be given you what you ask; and as ye are appointed to the head, the spirits shall be subject unto you." END
Faith is the light switch that turns on the power of the Priesthood. The generator or source of power in the Priesthood is the Holy Ghost.

D&C 71:6-7: “For unto him that receiveth it shall be given more abundantly, even power. Wherefore, confound your enemies; call upon them to meet you both in public and in private; and inasmuch as ye are faithful their shame shall be manifest.” 
Priesthood Power is exercised through the Gifts of the Spirit (see D&C 46)
Important Principles for Priesthood Holders to Observe
D&C 111:11: “Therefore, be ye as wise as serpents and yet without sin; and I will order all things for your good, as fast as ye are able to receive them. Amen 
3 Nephi 27:27: “Therefore, what manner of men ought ye to be? Verily I say unto you, even as I am.” 
D&C 4:2-3, 4-7: “Therefore, O ye that embark in the service of God, see that ye serve him with all your heart, might mind and strength, that ye may stand blameless before God at the last day. Therefore if ye have desires to serve God ye are called to the work....and faith, hope, charity and love, with an eye single to the glory of God, qualify him for the work. 
Remember: 

· Faith, 

· Virtue, 

· Knowledge,

· Temperance,

· Patience, 

· Brotherly kindness- ( D&C107:30; 88:133; 121:42; Moroni 7:5 )

· Godliness, 

· Charity,

· Humility, 

· Diligence

· Ask and ye shall receive, knock and it shall be opened unto you.” 

D&C 12:8: “And no one can assist in this work except he shall be humble and full of love, having faith, hope and charity, being temperate in all things whatsoever shall be entrusted to his care.” 
D&C 121:34-37: “Behold, there are many called, but few are chosen. And why are they not chosen? Because their hearts are set so much upon the things of this world, and aspire to the honors of men, that they do not learn this one lesson- that the rights of the Priesthood are inseparably connected with the Powers of Heaven and that the Powers of Heaven cannot be controlled nor handled only upon the principles of righteousness. 
That they may be conferred upon us, it is true; but when we undertake to cover our sins, or gratify our pride, our vain ambition, or to exercise control or dominion or compulsion upon the souls of the children of men, in any degree of unrighteousness, behold the Heavens withdraw themselves; the Spirit of the Lord is grieved; and when it is withdrawn, amen to the Priesthood or the authority of that man” 

The Priesthood are to:

D&C 88:121, 123-126

To Cease from all your

1. Light speeches 

2. From all laughter (loud)

3. From all your lustful desires 

4. From all your pride and light-mindedness 

5. From all your wicked doings. 

See that ye 


6. Love one another 

7. Cease to be covetous 

8. Learn to impart one to another as the gospel requires. 

9. Cease to be idle

10.Cease to be unclean

11. Cease to find fault one with another 

12. Cease to sleep longer than is needful. 

13. Retire to thy bed early that ye may not be weary

14. Arise early, that your bodies and your minds may be invigorated, and above all things
15. Clothe yourselves with the bond of charity, as with a mantle, which is the bond of perfectness and peace 

16. Pray always, that ye may not faint, until I come. 

Behold and lo, I will come quickly, and receive you unto myself.” END
D&C 107:27-31: “And every decision made by either of these quorums must be by the unanimous voice of the same; that is, every member in each quorum must be agreed to its decisions….unless this is the case, their decisions are not entitled to the same blessings which the decisions of a quorum of three presidents were anciently, who were ordained after the order of Melchezidek, and were righteous and holy men. 
These decisions of these quorums, or either of them, are to be made in all righteousness, in holiness, and lowliness of heart, meekness and longsuffering, and in faith, and virtue, and knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and charity; because the promise is, if these things abound in them they shall not be unfruitful in the knowledge of the Lord.” 
Alma 13:28-29: “But that ye would humble yourselves before the Lord, and call on His Holy name, and watch and pray continually, that ye may not be tempted above that which ye can bear, and thus be led by the Holy Spirit, becoming humble, meek, submissive, patient, full of love, and all longsuffering, having faith on the Lord; having a hope that ye shall receive eternal life; having the love of God always in your hearts, that ye may be lifted up at the last day and enter into His rest.” 
Alma 7:22-23: “And now my beloved brethren, I have said these things unto you that I might awaken you to a sense of your duty to God, that ye may walk blameless before him, that ye may walk after the Holy Order of God, after which ye have been received.

And now I would that ye should be humble, and be submissive and gentle; easy to be entreated; full of patience and long-suffering; being temperate in all things; being diligent in keeping the commandments of God at all times; asking for whatsoever things ye stand in need, both spiritual and temporal; always returning thanks unto God for whatsoever things ye do receive.”
Mosiah 3:19:  “For the natural man is an enemy to God, and has been from the fall of Adam, and will be, forever and ever, unless he yields to the enticings of the Holy Spirit, and putteth off the natural man and becometh a saint through the atonement of Christ the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, meek, humble, patient, full of love, willing to submit to all things which the Lord seeth fit to inflict upon him, even as a child doth submit to his father.”
Priesthood Holders are Servants of God
Abraham 1:18-19: “Behold, I will lead thee by my hand, and I will take thee, to put upon thee my name, even the Priesthood of thy Father, and my power shall be over thee….through thy ministry my name shall be known in the earth forever, for I am thy God” (See Abraham 2:8-11)
D&C 36:2: “And I will lay my hand upon you by the hand of my servant Sidney Rigdon, and you shall receive my Spirit, the Holy Ghost….” 

D&C 43:25: “How oft have I called upon you by the mouth of my servants, and by the ministering of angels, and by mine own voice.”

D&C 84:35-37: “And also all they who receive this priesthood receive me, saith the Lord; For he that receiveth my servants receiveth me; And he that receiveth me receiveth my Father.”

The Lord calls His Priesthood bearers His servants:
D&C 1:6 “Behold this is mine authority and the authority of my servants.” 

D&C 1:38 “Whether by mine own voice or by the voice of my servants, it is the same.” 

D&C 93:46: “I called you servants for the world’s sake, and ye are their servants for my sake.”

Priesthood bear the Vessels of the Lord

To bear the Vessels of the Lord is to carry the work forward of the Lord.
D&C 38:42: “And go ye out from among the wicked. Save yourselves. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord.”
D&C 133:5: “Go ye out from Babylon. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord.”

3 Nephi 20:41: “And then shall a cry go forth: ‘Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch not that which is unclean; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord.”
John 15:1-8: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit…”
Sustain and Uphold the Keys of the Priesthood

The First Presidency and the Twelve hold the Keys of the Kingdom of God. These are delegated to Bishoprics in the Ward and the Stake Presidency in the Stakes. There are lesser keys in the ward as those held by Deacons quorum presidents etc and in the stake held by Elders Quorum Presidents. There is a need to support, sustain and uphold these keys. 

D&C 124:133-134, 136-137, 141-143: “And again, I give unto you….. to be a president over a quorum of high priests. Which ordinance is instituted for the purpose of qualifying those who shall be appointed standing presidents or servants over different stakes scattered abroad….I give unto him ……. and …… for counselors, that they may preside over the quorum of high priests of my church, saith the Lord. 

And again, I say unto you, I give unto you ……….which priesthood is to preside over the quorum of elders, which quorum is instituted for standing ministers; nevertheless they may travel, yet they are ordained to be standing ministers to my church, saith the Lord.

And again, I say unto you, I give unto you ……..if he will receive it, to preside over the bishopric; a knowledge of said bishopric is given unto you in the book of Doctrine and Covenants.

And again, I say unto you, ….. and his counselors for priests, and the president of the teachers and his counselors, and also the president of the deacons and his counselors, and also the president of the stake and his counselors.
The above offices I have given unto you, and the keys thereof, for helps and for governments, for the work of the ministry and the perfecting of my saints.”
D&C 26:2: “And all things shall be done by common consent in the church, by much prayer and faith, for all things you shall receive by faith. Amen.
President Joseph Fielding Smith said the following:
“Every man who is properly chosen to preside in any capacity in the Church should be honored in his calling. When a man is ordained to the office of a bishop, he is given the keys of presidency over the ward in which he resides and should be honored in his calling by every member of the ward, no matter what office any man may hold. 
The same is true of the president of the stake, the president of a quorum, or whatever it may be. To illustrate what this means we are taught that no father has the right, although he may hold the Melchizedek Priesthood, to baptize one of his own children without first obtaining the sanction of his bishop. When the sanction is obtained, the father is authorized to perform that ordinance for his child. Should any father take it upon himself to perform a baptism, or to ordain his son, without first obtaining the sanction of the presiding officer in the ward or stake, as the case may be, who holds the keys of authority, he would be in  transgression. This applies to an apostle as well as to the elder in a ward. Even the President of the Church would never think to act in any matter of this kind without first recognizing the bishop of his ward or the president of his stake and the authority which had been delegated to the bishop or the president of the stake.”
“There is a difference between receiving an office in the priesthood and in receiving the keys of the priesthood. This we should clearly understand. …… While all men hold the priesthood who are ordained to any office, yet there are special, or directing, authorities, bestowed upon those who are called to preside. These authorities are called keys.” : (Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Joseph Fielding Smith, (2013/14 lesson 11)
The Priesthood to Seek the Face of the Lord

See the separate study See the Face of Jesus Christ-Hear His Voice-Amidst His Saints
D&C 101:38: “And seek the face of the Lord always, that in patience ye may possess your souls, and ye shall have eternal life.” 

D&C 35:21:  “For they will hear my voice, and shall see me, and shall not be asleep, and shall abide the day of my coming; for they shall be purified, even as I am pure.”

D&C 50:43-46: “And the Father and I are one. I am in the Father and the Father in me; and inasmuch as ye have received me, ye are in me and I in you. Wherefore, I am in your midst, and I am the Good Shepherd, and the Stone of Israel. He that buildeth upon this rock shall never fall. And the day cometh that you shall hear my voice and see me, and know that I am. Watch, therefore, that ye may be ready.” (See D&C 107:18-19) 
D&C 76:114-118: “But great and marvelous are the works of the Lord, and the mysteries of his Kingdom which he showed unto us, which surpass all understanding in glory, and in might, and in dominion; Which He commanded us we should not write while we were yet in the Spirit, and are not lawful for man to utter; Neither is man capable to make them known, for they are only to be seen and understood by the power of the Holy Spirit, which God bestows on those who love Him, and purify themselves before Him; To whom He grants this privilege of seeing and knowing for themselves; That through the power and manifestation of the Spirit, while in the flesh, they may be able to bear His presence in the world of glory.” 
D&C 84:21-22: “And without the ordinances thereof, and the authority of the priesthood, the power of godliness is not manifest unto men in the flesh; For without this no man can see the face of God, even the Father, and live.”
D&C 84:23-24: “Now this Moses plainly taught to the Children of Israel in the wilderness, and sought diligently to sanctify His people that they might behold the face of God; But they hardened their hearts and could not endure His presence; therefore, the Lord in His wrath, for His anger was kindled against them, swore that they should not enter into His rest while in the wilderness, which rest is the Fulness of His Glory.” 
D&C 88:45-50: “The earth rolls upon her wings, and the sun giveth his light by day, and the moon giveth her light by night, and the stars also give their light, as they roll upon their wings in their glory, in the midst of the Power of God. Unto what shall I liken these kingdoms that ye may understand? Behold, all these are kingdoms, and any man who hath seen any or the least of these hath seen God moving in His Majesty and Power. I say unto you, He hath seen Him; nevertheless, He who came unto his own was not comprehended.
The light shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehendeth it not; nevertheless, the day shall come when you shall comprehend even God, being quickened in Him and by Him. Then shall ye know that ye have seen me, that I am, and that I am the true light that is in you, and that you are in me; otherwise ye could not abound.” 
D&C 88:66-68: “Truth abideth and hath no end; and if it be in you it shall abound. And if your eye be single to my glory, your whole bodies shall be filled with light, and there shall be no darkness in you; and that body which is filled with light comprehendeth all things. Therefore sanctify yourselves that your minds become single to God and the days will come that you shall see Him; for he will unveil His face unto you and it shall be in His own time, and in His own way, and according to His own will.” 
D&C 88:74-75: “Assemble yourselves together, and organize yourselves, and prepare yourselves, and sanctify yourselves; yea, purify your hearts, and cleanse your hands and your feet before me, that I may make you clean; that I may testify unto your Father, and your God, and my God, that you are clean from the blood of this wicked generation; that I may fulfill this promise, this great and last promise, which I have made unto you, when I will.” (This last promise is contained in verse 68 and D&C 67:10-13)
This Great and Last promise is that the Saints can behold the Face of the Saviour:
D&C 67:10-13: “And again, verily I say unto you that it is your privilege, and a promise I give unto you that have been ordained unto this ministry, that inasmuch as you strip yourselves from jealousies and fears, and humble yourselves before me, for ye are not sufficiently humble, the veil shall be rent and you shall see me and know that I am-not with the carnal neither natural mind, but with the spiritual. 
For no man has seen God at any time in the flesh, except quickened by the Spirit of God. Neither can any natural man abide the presence of God, neither after the carnal mind. Ye are not able to abide the presence of God now, neither the ministering of angels; wherefore, continue in patience until ye are perfected.” 
D&C 88:83 “He that seeketh me early shall find me, and shall not be forsaken.” 
D&C 93:1: “Verily, thus saith the Lord: It shall come to pass that every soul who forsaketh his sins and cometh unto me, and calleth on my name, and obeyeth my voice, and keepeth my commandments, shall see my face and know that I am…..” 
D&C 97:15-16: “And inasmuch as my people build a House unto me in the name of the Lord, and do not suffer any unclean thing to come into it, that it be not defiled, my glory shall rest upon it; Yea, and my presence shall be there, for I will come into it, and all the pure in heart that shall come into it shall see God.” 
D&C 110:7-8: “For behold, I have accepted this house, and my name shall be here; and I will manifest myself to my people in mercy in this House. Yea, I will appear unto my servants, and speak unto them with mine own voice, if my people will keep my commandments, and do not pollute this Holy House.” 
Matthew 5:10 “Blessed [are] the pure in heart: for they shall see God.” See also 3 Nephi 12:8

John 14:21, 23: “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him….. Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.”
Ether 4:7: “And in that day that they shall exercise faith in me, saith the Lord, even as the brother of Jared did, that they become sanctified in me, then will I manifest unto them the things which the brother of Jared saw, even to the unfolding unto them all my revelations, saith Jesus Christ, the son of God…” 
The Priesthood can Receive the Voice of the Lord

D&C 18:33-36: “And I, Jesus Christ, your Lord, and your God, have spoken it. These words are not of men nor of man, but of me; wherefore, you shall testify they are of me and not of man; For it is my voice which speaketh them unto you; for they are given by my Spirit unto you, and by my power you can read them one to another; and save it were by my power you could not have them; Wherefore, you can testify that you have heard my voice, and know my words.”
D&C 27:1: “Listen to the voice of Jesus Christ, your Lord your God, and your Redeemer, whose word is quick and powerful. For behold I say unto you…..”
D&C 29:1: “Listen to the voice of Jesus Christ, your Redeemer, the Great I Am, whose arm of mercy hath atoned for your sins.” 
D&C 31:13: “These words are not of man nor of men, but of me, even Jesus Christ your Redeemer, by the will of the Father. Amen.” 
D&C 35:1: “Listen to the voice of the Lord your God, even Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, whose course is one eternal round, the same today as yesterday, and forever.” 
D&C 39:1-2: “Hearken and listen to the voice of Him who is from Eternity to all Eternity, the Great I Am, even Jesus Christ-The light and Life of the world……”
D&C 43:34: “Hearken ye to these words, Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world. Treasure these things up in your hearts, and let the solemnities of eternity rest upon your minds.” 
D&C 50:1: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church, and give ear to the voice of the living God; and attend to the words of wisdom which shall be given unto you, according as ye have asked…”
D&C 61:1-2: “Behold, and hearken unto the voice of Him who has all power, who is from Everlasting to Everlasting, even Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End. Behold verily thus saith the Lord unto you, O ye elders of my church….”
D&C 63:1: “Hearken, O ye people, and open your hearts and give ear from afar; and listen, you that call yourselves the people of the Lord, and hear the Word of the Lord and His will….” 
D&C 81:1: “Verily verily, I say unto you my servant…..Listen to the voice of Him who speaketh, to the Word of the Lord your God…..”
D&C 133:16: “Hearken and hear, O ye inhabitants of the earth. Listen, ye elders of my church together, and hear the voice of the Lord….”
D&C 1:1: “Hearken, O ye people of my church, saith the voice of him who dwells on high, and whose eyes are upon all men; yea, verily I say: Hearken ye people from afar; and ye that are upon the islands of the sea, listen together.” 
D&C 52:1:  “Behold, thus saith the Lord unto the elders whom he hath called and chosen in these last days, by the voice of his Spirit, Saying: ‘I, the Lord, will make known unto you.’” 
D&C 68:4: “And whatsoever they shall speak when moved upon by the Holy Ghost shall be scripture, shall be the Will of the Lord, shall be the Mind of the Lord, shall be the Word of the Lord, shall be the Voice of the Lord, and the Power of God unto salvation.” 
D&C 75:1: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, I who speak even by the voice of my Spirit, even Alpha and Omega your Lord and your God….”  
D&C 84:52: “And whoso receiveth not my voice is not acquainted with my voice, and is not of me.” 
D&C 84:60: “Verily, verily, I say unto you who now hear my words, which are my voice, blessed are ye inasmuch as you receive these things.” 
D&C 88:66: “Behold, that which you hear is as the voice of one crying in the wilderness--in the wilderness, because you cannot see him--my voice, because my voice is Spirit; my Spirit is truth; truth abideth and hath no end; and if it be in you it shall abound.” 
D&C 97:1: “Verily I say unto you my friends I speak unto you with my voice, even the voice of my Spirit that I may show unto you my will…” 
D&C 128:123: “…How glorious is the voice we hear from Heaven, proclaiming in our ears, glory, and salvation, and honor, and immortality, and Eternal Life; Kingdoms, Principalities, and Powers!”
The Lord is in the Midst of His Priesthood

D&C 6:32: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, as I said unto my disciples, where two or three are gathered together in my name, as touching one thing , behold there will I be in the midst of them-even so am I in the midst of you.” 

D&C 32:3: “And Ziba Peterson also shall go with them; and I myself will go with them and be in their midst; and I am their advocate with the Father, and nothing shall prevail against them.”

D&C 38:2: “The same which knoweth all things for all things are present before mine eyes.” 
D&C 38:7: “The same which knoweth all things, for all things are present before mine eyes are upon you. I am in your midst and ye cannot see me.” 

D&C 49:27: “Behold, I will go before you and be your rearward; and I will be in your midst, and you shall not be confounded.”

D&C 50:44: “Wherefore I am in your midst and I am the Good Shepherd and the stone of Israel…”

D&C 67:2: “Behold and lo mine eyes are upon you and the heavens and the earth are in mine hands.”

D&C 88:13: “The light, which is in all things, which giveth life to all things, which is the law by which all things are governed, even the power of God who sitteth upon his throne, who is in the bosom of eternity, who is in the midst of all things.”

D&C 121: 24 “Behold mine eyes see and know all their works…” 

Matthew 18:19-20: “Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”

Jesus Christ is the Priesthood’s Advocate with the Father
D&C 29:5: “Lift up your heart and be glad, for I am in your midst and am your advocate with the Father and it is Hid goodwill to give you the Kingdom.” 
D&C 32:3: “And – also shall go with them; and I myself will go with them and be in their midst; and I am their advocate with the Father, and nothing shall prevail against them.” 
D&C 62:1: “Behold and hearken O ye elders of my church saith the Lord your God, even Jesus Christ your Advocate who knoweth the weakness of man and how to succour them who are tempted…” 
D&C 43:3-5: “Listen to Him who is the advocate with the Father, who is pleading your cause before Him- saying ‘Father behold the sufferings and death of Him who did no sin, in whom thou wast well pleased; behold the blood of thy Son which was shed.. Wherefore Father spare these thy brethren that belief on my name, that they may come unto me and have Everlasting Life.” 
D&C 110:4-5: “I am the First and the Last, I am He who liveth. I am He who was slain; I am your advocate with the Father. Behold your sins are forgiven you; you are clean before me; therefore, lift up your heads and rejoice.” 

The Priesthood to be a Light and to be Saviors of Men
D&C 103:9-10: “For they were set to be a light unto the world, and to be the saviors of men; And inasmuch as they are not the saviors of men, they are as salt that has lost its savor, and is thenceforth good for nothing but to be cast out and trodden under foot of men.” 
D&C 101:39-40: “When men are called unto mine everlasting gospel, and covenant with an everlasting covenant, they are accounted as the salt of the earth and the savor of men; They are called to be the savor of men; therefore, if that salt of the earth lose its savor, behold, it is thenceforth good for nothing only to be cast out and trodden under the feet of men.”
The Priesthood will be Supported by the Lord

See the study God Strengthens, Provides, Supports, Protects and Delivers His People
D&C 3:8: “Yet you should have been faithful; and he would have extended His arm and supported you against the fiery darts of the Adversary; and he would have been with you in every time of trouble.” 

D&C 5:34: “Yea, for this cause I have said: ‘Stop, and stand still until I command thee, and I will provide means whereby thou mayest accomplish the thing which I have commanded thee.’” 
D&C 14:11: “Thou art called to assist which thing if ye do, and are faithful ye shall be blessed both spiritually and temporally, and great shall be your reward.” 
Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”
Isaiah 41:10: “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.”

1 Nephi 17:3: “And if it so be that the children of men keep the commandments of God he doth nourish them, and strengthen them, and provide means whereby they can accomplish the thing which he has commanded them; wherefore, he did provide means for us while we...” 

Priesthood to Teach One Another the Doctrine of the Kingdom

D&C 88:77-80: “And I give unto you a commandment that you shall teach one another the doctrine of the Kingdom. Teach ye diligently and my grace shall attend you, that you may be instructed more perfectly in theory, in principle, in doctrine, in the law of the gospel, in all things that pertain unto the Kingdom of God, that are expedient for you to understand; of things both in Heaven and in the earth, and under the earth; things which have been, things which are, things which must shortly come to pass; things which are at home, things which are abroad; the wars and the perplexities of the nations, and the judgments which are on the land; and a knowledge also of countries and of kingdoms.”
D&C 38:23: “But, verily I say unto you, teach one another according to the office wherewith I have appointed you.” 
D&C 43:8: “And now behold I give unto you a commandment that when ye are assembled together ye shall instruct and edify each other, that ye may know how to act and direct my church, how to act upon the points of my law and commandments, which I have given.” 
D&C 88:118: “And as all have not faith, seek ye diligently and teach one another words of wisdom; yea seek ye out of the best books words of wisdom; yea, seek learning, even by study and also by faith.” 
Priesthood to Stand in the Office Appointed and Be Diligent

See the study Be Diligent-Magnify-Valiant-Strong-Courageous-Duty
To be diligent is putting forth our best consistent effort. According to the dictionary it is to be hard working, industrious, studious, conscientious, and constant. It is being able to say at the end of our life like Paul the Apostle “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” (2 Tim: 4:7) 
D&C 84:109: “Therefore, let every man stand in his own office and labour in his own calling…..”
D&C 81:5-6: “Wherefore, be faithful, stand in the office I have appointed unto you, succor the weak and lift up the heads which hang down and strengthen feeble knees. And if thou art faithful unto the end, thou shalt have a crown of Immortality, and Eternal Life in the mansions which I have prepared in the house of my father.” 
D&C 107:99-100:“Wherefore, now let every man learn his duty, and to act in the office into which he is appointed in all diligence. He that is slothful shall not be counted worthy to stand.” 
D&C 124:45: “And if my people will hearken unto my voice, and unto the voice of my servants whom I have appointed to lead my people, behold, verily I say unto you, they shall not be moved out of their place.”
D&C 124:103 “Let him arise and come up and stand in the office of his calling and humble himself before me.” 

D&C 10:4 “Do not run faster or labour more than you have strength and means provided to enable you to….but be diligent unto the end.” 
D&C 66:12 “Continue in these things even unto the end and you shall have a crown of Eternal Life.” 
Jacob 1:19: “And we did magnify our office unto the Lord, taking upon us the responsibility, answering the sins of the people upon our heads if we did not teach them the Word of God with all diligence; wherefore by labouring with our might their blood might not come upon our garments …” 
Jacob 6:3 “And how blessed are they who have labored diligently in his vineyard; and how cursed are they who shall be cast out into their own place! And the world shall be burned with fire.”

Helaman 10:4-5: “Blessed art thou, Nephi, for those things which thou hast done; for I have beheld how thou hast with unwearyingness declared the word, which I have given unto thee, unto this people. And thou hast not feared them, and hast not sought thine own life, but hast sought my will, and to keep my commandments. And now, because thou hast done this with such unwearyingness, behold, I will bless thee forever; and I will make thee mighty in word and in deed, in faith and in works; yea, even that all things shall be done unto thee according to thy word, for thou shalt not ask that which is contrary to my will.”

Helaman 15:6: “Yea, I say unto you, that the more part of them are doing this, and they are striving with unwearied diligence that they may bring the remainder of their brethren to the knowledge of the truth; therefore there are many who do add to their numbers daily.”

Priesthood to Labour and Provide for their Families.
D&C 75:28-29: “And again I say unto you that every man who is obliged to provide for his own family let him provide….and let him labour in the Church. Let every man be diligent in all things. And the idler shall not have place in the Church; except he repent and mend his ways.” 
D&C 52:39: “Let the residue of the elders watch over the churches, and declare the word in the regions round about them; and let them labour with their own hands, that there be no idolatry nor wickedness practiced.” 

D&C 90:18: “Set in order your houses; keep slothfulness and uncleanness far from you.”

1 Timothy 5:8: “But if any provide not for his own, and especially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.”
Priesthood Holders are Accountable for their Stewardship.
Many of the following scriptures apply to the United Order and the temporal stewardships in the future establishment of Zion. The principles can also be applied to an individual’s present assignment in the Church.

D&C 42:53: “Thou shalt stand in the place of thy stewardship.”

D&C 51:19: “And whoso is found a faithful, a just, and a wise steward shall enter into the joy of His Lord, and shall inherit Eternal Life.” 

D&C 64:40: “…..if they are not faithful in their stewardships (they) shall be condemned and others shall be planted in their stead.”

D&C 70:4: “And an account of this stewardship will I require of them in the Day of Judgment.” 
D&C 72:3-5: “And verily in this thing ye have done wisely, for it is required of the Lord, at the hand of every steward, to render an account of his stewardship, both in time and in eternity. For he who is faithful and wise in time is accounted worthy to inherit the mansions prepared for him of my Father…the elders of the church in this part of my vineyard shall render an account of their stewardship unto the Bishop, who shall be appointed of me in this part of my vineyard.” 
D&C 72:16-17: “And now, verily I say unto you, that as every elder in this part of the vineyard must give an account of his stewardship unto the bishop in this part of the vineyard-A certificate from the judge or bishop in this part of the vineyard, unto the bishop in Zion, rendereth every man acceptable, and answereth all things, for an inheritance, and to be received as a wise steward and as a faithful labourer.” 

D&C 72:22: “That they also may render themselves approved in all things and be accounted as wise stewards.” (See D&C 72:19)
D&C 104:11-13: “It is wisdom in me; therefore a commandment I give unto you, that ye shall organise yourselves and appoint every man his stewardship; that every man may give an account unto me of the stewardship which is appointed unto him. For it is expedient that I, the Lord, should make every man accountable as a steward over earthly blessings, which I have made and prepared for my creatures” (see D&C 70:3-4)
The Saviour taught the Parable of the Talents (See Matthew 25:14-30)

D&C 78:22: “And he that is a faithful and wise steward shall inherit all things.” 

D&C 101: 61: “And this shall be my seal and blessing upon you- a faithful and wise steward in the midst of mine house, a ruler in my Kingdom.” 
Matthew 25:23: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of the Lord.” 
Valiant Priesthood Bearers become the Sons of God

D&C 11:30: “But verily, verily, I say unto you, that as many as receive me, to them will I give power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on my name. Amen.”

D&C 25:1: “Hearken unto the voice of the Lord your God, while I speak unto you, Emma Smith, my daughter; for verily I say unto you, all those who receive my gospel are sons and daughters in my Kingdom.”
D&C 34:3: “Who so loved the world that he gave his own life, that as many as would believe might become the sons of God. Wherefore you are my son.”
D&C 39:4: “But to as many as received me, gave I power to become my sons; and even so will I give unto as many as will receive me, power to become my sons.”

D&C 45:8: “I came unto mine own, and mine own received me not; but unto as many as received me gave I power to do many miracles, and to become the sons of God; and even unto them that believed on my name gave I power to obtain Eternal Life.”

Moses 6:65-68: “And thus he was baptized, and the Spirit of God descended upon him, and thus he was born of the Spirit, and became quickened in the inner man. And he heard a voice out of heaven, saying: ‘Thou art baptized with fire, and with the Holy Ghost. This is the record of the Father, and the Son, from henceforth and forever; And thou art after the order of him who was without beginning of days or end of years, from all eternity to all eternity. Behold, thou art one in me, a son of God; and thus may all become my sons.’” (See Moses 7:1)
Moses 8:13: “And Noah and his sons hearkened unto the Lord, and gave heed, and they were called the sons of God.”

Mosiah 27:25: “And the Lord said unto me: Marvel not that all mankind, yea, men and women, all nations, kindreds, tongues and people, must be born again; yea, born of God changed from their carnal and fallen state, to a state of righteousness, being redeemed of God, becoming his sons and daughters.”
Ether 3:14: “……In me shall all mankind have life, and that eternally, even they who shall believe on my name; and they shall become my sons and my daughters.”
Moroni 7:26: “And after that he came men also were saved by faith in his name; and by faith, they become the sons of God.” 
Romans 8:14: “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”

2 Corinthians 6:17-18: “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”
Hebrews 12:6-8: “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.”

1 John 3:2-3: “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”
Why the Holy Priesthood is Called after Melchezidek?

D&C 107:2-4: “Why the first is called the Melchezidek Priesthood is because Melchezidek was such a great high priest. Before his day it was called the Holy priesthood, after the Order of the Son of God. But out of respect or reverence to the name of the Supreme Being, to avoid the too frequent repetition of his name, they, the church, in ancient days, called the priesthood after Melchezidek, or the Melchezidek Priesthood.” 
JST Genesis 14:25-40 extracts only: “Now Melchezidek was a man of faith, who wrought righteousness; and when a child he feared God, and stopped the mouth of lions, and quenched the violence of fire. And thus, having been approved of God, he was ordained a high priest after the order of the covenant which God made with Enoch, it being after the Order of the Son of God……    
And now, Melchezidek was a priest of this order; therefore he obtained peace in Salem, and was called the Prince of peace. And his people wrought righteousness, and obtained heaven……and this Melchezidek, having thus established righteousness, was called the king of heaven by his people, or, in other words, the king of peace.”

Alma 13:19: “Now, there were many (priesthood holders) before him (Melchezidek), and also there were many afterwards, but none were greater; therefore of him they have more particularly made mention” See also Alma 13:1-19 
Hebrews 7:1-4 extracts: “For this Melchezidek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God….king of righteousness, and after that also king of Salem, which is king of peace …..made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually. Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.” 
D&C 84:14: “Which Abraham received the priesthood from Melchezidek, who received it through the lineage of their fathers…”
Articles
The Name “Melchizedek”: By Gib Kocherhans Sept Ensign 1980: (extracts)

Some Thoughts on Its Meaning and the Priesthood It Represents

Why, then, does that sacred priesthood, which was titled the Holy Priesthood after the Order of the Son of God, bear Melchizedek’s name rather than that of some other prophet and patriarch (see D&C 107:3)? After much study, I have concluded that the name Melchizedek is a name of deep significance, and that we can know, at least in part, why the Lord selected this particular name to identify his holy priesthood…..

An appeal to the scriptures begins to inform us. We learn that Melchizedek was spiritually prodigious as a child (see JST, Gen. 14:26; Heb. 11:33–34). But, as we remember, so were Nephi (see 1 Ne. 2:16), Jacob (see 2 Ne. 2:1–4), and Moroni (see Alma 43:17). 
Or as we learn more, we may reason, “Melchizedek was a man of faith, … And his people … obtained heaven” (JST, Gen. 14:26, 34). But this criteria would suggest that the priesthood could just as well bear the name of Enoch (see Moses 7:13, 21)﻿—by virtue of the compelling impact of his similar accomplishments…….

Yet why is it that only Melchizedek has his name used to designate the “Holy Priesthood after the Order of the Son of God”?

We turn again to the scriptures and see that they explain that it “is because Melchizedek was such a great high priest” (D&C 107:2), and that “there were many before him, and … many afterwards, but none were greater; therefore, of him they have more particularly made mention” (Alma 13:19; italics added). Perhaps, then, this finally explains why Melchizedek is a most fit representative to personify the highest meaning of this sacred and powerful priesthood.

However, in addition to these scriptures there remains still another exciting and beautiful consideration that we should examine it appears possible that the actual name of Melchizedek preserves the original, full, and true identity and name of the Holy Priesthood after the Order of the Son of God.
It is not unusual for Hebrew names to contain one of the word roots used to designate deity. For example, Immanuel, which means “God with us,” contains the same el reference as Elohim, which is the plural form for God, or Gods. Other examples are Ishmael and Israel, as well as names ending in iah for Jehovah, such as Isaiah and Jeremiah. Elijah (“My God is Jehovah”) combines both these roots and demonstrates a variation of the Jehovah root.

Hebrew names in scripture are sometimes given by inspiration or directly by the Lord, such as when he changes Abram to Abraham or Jacob to Israel. Such names often serve as a divine message, much like a patriarchal blessing﻿—a message of hope, comfort, or warning; a directive for the bearer; or a description of his attributes. For example, what beauty and comfort are in the name and prophecy of Immanuel: “God [is] with us” (see Isa. 7:14; Isa. 8:8, 10; Matt. 1:23).

So what of the name Melchizedek? We discover some inspiring and fascinating clues by turning to a Bible or Hebrew dictionary. We first find Melchiah, meaning “Jehovah is king.” We then find Zadok, meaning “just” or “righteous.” Thus, our study has identified the very roots from which Melchizedek, “king of righteousness,” is formed (see Heb. 7:2).
 As we contemplate what we have found we see that the name Melchizedek is not simply a contrived arrangement of unfamiliar syllables! But is there more about the significance of the name’s translated meaning? 
We ponder that there must be something out of order in identifying the Master by the name of the servant, however extraordinary that servant may be﻿—unless perhaps the name of the Master is revealed in the name of the servant﻿—If so, then Melchizedek glorified the Savior as he did honor to his own name.

Thus, it is possible, then, that the translated word Melchizedek also represents one of the Savior’s title-names. If so, then when we speak of the holy priesthood after the order of Melchizedek, we are not only invoking a grand historic allusion of the power to go to heaven, we are also identifying the source of that divine power and authority﻿—the great, ultimate King of Righteousness. 
Accordingly, the Melchizedek Priesthood would thus not simply be defined to mean the holy priesthood, but would appear to intrinsically mean, by translation, the power and authority of the great King of Righteousness, Jesus Christ. Another way to phrase it would be to say: the priesthood of Melchizedek, meaning, the power and authority of the King of Righteousness.
Many title-names with which we are familiar have been formed to represent the Lord﻿—Savior, Redeemer, the Righteous, the Creator, and so forth. Consequently, the scriptures say, “Out of respect or reverence to the name of the Supreme Being, to avoid the too frequent repetition of his name, they, the church, in ancient days, called that priesthood after Melchizedek, or the Melchizedek Priesthood” (D&C 107:4).
Perhaps we have assumed that reference to deity was thereby eliminated, rather than rendered﻿—as the Lord has also done in so many other instances﻿—in a more discreet form. But if the name Melchizedek is simply a different form of a true title﻿—King of Righteousness﻿—preserving the identity of its divine head, then the Melchizedek Priesthood is more than the priesthood belonging to or originating from an exemplary patriarch; it would be the very power of the King of Righteousness. Perhaps the Lord is telling us in D&C 107:4 that the term Melchizedek Priesthood is but a discretionary way of identifying the Holy Priesthood after the Order of the Son of God, who is the true King of Righteousness, rendered by the name Melchizedek in magnificent Hebrew reverential sensitivity and judgment.
A profound expression of worship is emulation. Thus the bearer of the Holy Melchizedek Priesthood who would “worship him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24) will increasingly reflect the “image of God” in his countenance (Alma 5:19). He will not only bear the power and authority of Jesus Christ; he will bear his love and his ministry of service and inner healing as well……
What a heritage and challenge, then, is ours in the Melchizedek Priesthood! Here is a name of beauty. Here is a priesthood of love that, by its very nature, teaches of Jesus Christ. Even the ministry of Melchizedek prefigures and typifies the Master in its power to inspire repentance; to establish peace, virtue, and holiness; to do works of meekness, service, and love; and to bring an entire society into the presence of God.

Our ministry is no less as we pursue the preparations for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, the great King of Righteousness, after whom we all are to be patterned.” End
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1: “We need to be priesthood men! Whether we are young men holding the Aaronic Priesthood or men bearing the Melchizedek Priesthood, we need to be priesthood men, showing spiritual maturity because we have made covenants…… We should be different because we hold the priesthood—not arrogant or prideful or patronizing but humble and teachable and meek. Receiving the priesthood and its various offices should mean something to us. It should not be a perfunctory “rite of passage” that automatically happens at certain ages but a sacred act of covenant thoughtfully made. We should feel so privileged and so grateful that our every action shows it. If we seldom even think about the priesthood, we need to change.
 

2: We need to serve! The essence of holding the priesthood is to magnify our calling (see D&C 84:33) by serving others. Avoiding our most important duty to serve our wives and children, not accepting or passively fulfilling callings in the Church, or not caring about others unless it is convenient is not who we should be. The Savior declared, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind” (Matthew 22:37) and later added, “If thou lovest me thou shalt serve me” (D&C 42:29). Selfishness is the antithesis of priesthood responsibility, and if it is a trait of our character, we need to change.

 

3: We need to be worthy!. If we think we can even flirt with pornography or violations of chastity or dishonesty in any form and not have it negatively affect us and our families, we are deceived. Moroni stated, “See that ye do all things in worthiness” (Mormon 9:29). The Lord powerfully directed, “And I now give unto you a commandment to beware concerning yourselves, to give diligent heed to the words of eternal life” (D&C 84:43). If there are any unresolved sins preventing our worthiness, we need to change.”
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