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Introduction

Receiving the Holy Spirit of Promise is to be sealed unto Eternal Life 

It is the same as ‘Making your Calling and Election Sure’ as referred to by Peter the apostle

Peter also referred to it as a ‘more sure word of prophecy’ which the prophet Joseph explained is ‘a man's knowing that he is sealed up unto Eternal Life, by revelation and the Spirit of Prophecy, through the power of the Holy Priesthood.’ (D&C 131:5)

Those who are thus sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise become part of ‘The Church of the Firstborn’. They are privileged to receive the ‘Second Comforter’ who is the Lord Jesus Christ. He will manifest Himself to those who are sealed in a chosen way. 

By keeping the commandments of God and faithfully enduring to the end  a person will also be sealed unto Eternal Life.

There are examples in scripture and in the history of the modern church of those who have been sealed unto Eternal life. 

Being Sealed unto Eternal life is a step by step process in becoming sanctified. 

The Savior has set a target of perfection and purity for all His saints: ‘continue in patience until ye are perfected’ (D&C 67:13)
A book is kept ‘of the Names of the Sanctified, even them of the Celestial World’ D&C 88:2
Those who are sealed and sanctified have the power to overcome all things. (D&C 76:60) They can  receive revelation and power to accomplish anything that is required by God. 

Those who are sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise are cleansed from the blood and sins of the wicked generation in which they live.

The sealing process can only be accomplished through the mercy and grace of ‘Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, who wrought out this perfect Atonement through the shedding of his own blood.’ (D&C 76:69) 

The Temple Ordinance of the Endowment is an essential preparation to be sealed unto Eternal Life. It gives the step by step process by which an individual is able to receive the Saviour through the veil. The washing and anointing part of the endowment opens the door to become ‘clean from the blood and sins of this generation.’

When a person becomes clean from the ‘blood and sins’ of their generation their garments are symbolically washed white through the Atoning blood of Jesus Christ.

Elder Marion G. Romney is the Apostle who has spoken the most on this subject 
The Holy Spirit of Promise
Receiving the Holy Spirit of Promise is to be sealed unto Eternal Life in this life:

D&C 88:3-5: “Wherefore, I now send upon you another Comforter, even upon you my friends that it may abide in your hearts, even the Holy Spirit of Promise; which other Comforter is the same that I promised unto my disciples, as is recorded in the testimony of John. This Comforter is the promise which I give unto you of Eternal Life, even the Glory of the Celestial Kingdom. Which glory is that of the Church of the Firstborn, even of God, the holiest of all, through Jesus Christ His Son.”
The Holy Spirit of Promise is the same as the ‘more sure word of prophecy’ spoken of by Peter in his epistle:

2 Peter 1:18-19: “And this voice which came from Heaven we heard when we were with Him in the Holy Mount. We have also a ‘more sure word of prophecy’; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed…”
In interpretation of the words of Peter the Prophet Joseph explained the following:
D&C 131:5: “The more sure word of prophecy means a man's knowing that he is sealed up unto Eternal Life, by revelation and the Spirit of Prophecy, through the power of the Holy Priesthood.
Paul the Apostle also spoke of being sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise:

Ephesians 1:13-14: “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of Promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of His glory.”

The Church of the Firstborn

Those who are sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise become the Church of the Firstborn
D&C 76:53-54: “And who overcome by faith, and are sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise, which the Father sheds forth upon all those who are just and true. They are they who are the Church of the Firstborn.”
D&C 93:22: “And all those who are begotten through me are partakers of the glory of the same, and are the Church of the Firstborn.” (See D&C 76:94-95)
The Prophet Joseph explained how the Saints can receive the Second Comforter:

“There are two Comforters spoken of. One is the Holy Ghost, the same as given on the day of Pentecost, and that all saints receive after faith, repentance, and baptism. This first Comforter or Holy Ghost has no other effect than pure intelligence. It is powerful in expanding the mind, enlightening the understanding, and storing the intellect with present knowledge…….it is calm and serene….

After a person has faith in Christ, repents of his sins, and is baptized for the remission of his sins and receives the Holy Ghost, which is the first Comforter, then let him continue to humble himself before God, hungering and thirsting after righteousness, and living by every Word of God, and the Lord will soon say unto him, Son, thou shalt be exalted. When the Lord has thoroughly proved him, and finds that the man is determined to serve Him at all hazards, then the man will find his calling and election made sure, then it will be his privilege to receive the other Comforter, which the Lord hath promised the Saints, as is recorded in the testimony of St. John, in the 14th chapter from the 12th to the 27th verses.” HC 3:380
John 14:16-17: “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter that He may abide with you for ever; [Even] the Spirit of Truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” 

Important note: Jesus Christ in these verses is the First Comforter, because He is presently with His disciples. The Holy Ghost which they had not yet received was to them the Second Comforter. After the departure of Jesus the roles were reversed the Holy Ghost becoming the First Comforter and the Saviour the Second Comforter. 

The Prophet Joseph Smith taught:

“Now what is this other Comforter? It is no more nor less than the Lord Jesus Christ Himself; and this is the sum and substance of the whole matter; that when any man obtains this last Comforter, he will have the personage Jesus Christ to attend him, or appear unto him from time to time, and even He will manifest the Father unto Him, and they will take up their abode with Him, and the visions of the Heavens will be opened unto him, and the Lord will teach him face to face, and he may have a perfect knowledge of the mysteries of the Kingdom of God; and this is the state and place the ancient saints arrived at when they had such glorious visions-Isaiah, Ezekiel, John upon the Isle of Patmos, St Paul in the three heavens, and all the saints who held communion with the general assembly and Church of the Firstborn. (HC 3:380/1.) 

John 14:18-21, 23: “I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I [am] in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.”

Making your Calling and Election Sure
To make your calling and election sure is the same as receiving the Holy Spirit of Promise. 
Those who receive this blessing are promised an inheritance in the Celestial Kingdom.
The chief Apostle Peter in the early church exhorted the saints to make their calling and election sure and that by accomplishing this they would receive an entrance into the Everlasting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ: 

2 Peter 1:10-11: “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure; for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall; for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”
Two ways to be Sealed unto Eternal Life. 
The first is to receive the Holy Spirit of Promise which is the assurance of Eternal Life even before a person dies. Those individuals who receive this glorious blessing become sanctified whilst on the earth. There are several examples in scripture and church history of individuals who have attained to this privilege.

The second process whereby a person is sealed unto Eternal Life is by enduring to the end of their mortal lives faithful in the testimony of Jesus Christ and to His church upon the earth.

Either way it is the desire of our Father in Heaven that His children receive His greatest gift for this is His work and Glory “to bring to pass the Immortality and Eternal Life of man” (Moses: 1:39). 
D&C 14:7: “And if you keep my commandments and endure to the end you shall have Eternal Life, which gift is the greatest of all the gifts of God” 

Mosiah 5:15: “Therefore, I would that ye should be steadfast and immovable, always abounding in good works, that Christ, the Lord God Omnipotent, may seal you His, that you may be brought to Heaven, that ye may have everlasting salvation and Eternal Life, through the wisdom, and power, and justice, and mercy of Him who created all things, in heaven and in earth, who is God above all. Amen.”
This process starts with Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and then proceeding forth through faith and overcoming all weaknesses until a person is sealed up unto Eternal Life. This is explained clearly in the vision given to Joseph Smith:
D&C 76:51-53; “They are they who received the testimony of Jesus, and believed on His name and were baptized after the manner of His burial, being buried in the water in His name, and this according to the commandment which He has given-- That by keeping the commandments they might be washed and cleansed from all their sins, and receive the Holy Spirit by the laying on of the hands of him who is ordained and sealed unto this power; And who overcome by faith, and are sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise, which the Father sheds forth upon all those who are just and true.”
By Enduring to the End the Promise of Eternal Life is Received

See the study Endure to the End 
The scriptures testify that individuals also receive the Promise of Eternal Life by keeping the commandments and enduring to the end faithful in the church:

D&C 5:22: “And that you be firm in keeping the commandments wherewith I have commanded you; and if you do this, behold I grant unto you eternal life, even if you should be slain.”

D&C 6:13: “If thou wilt do good, yea, and hold out faithful to the end thou shalt be saved in the Kingdom of God, which is the greatest of all the gifts of God; for there is no gift greater than the Gift of Salvation” 
D&C 10:55: “Therefore, whosoever belongeth to my church need not fear, for such shall inherit the Kingdom of Heaven.” “And if you keep my commandments and endure to the end you shall have Eternal Life, which gift is the greatest of all the gifts of God” 
D&C 14:7: “And, if you keep my commandments and endure to the end you shall have Eternal Life, which gift is the greatest of all the gifts of God.”
D&C 18:22: “And as many as repent and are baptized in my name, which is Jesus Christ, and endure to the end, the same shall be saved.”

D&C 20:25, 29: “That as many as would believe and be baptized in His holy name, and endure in faith to the end, should be saved……And we know that all men must repent and believe on the name of Jesus Christ, and worship the Father in His name, and endure in faith on His name to the end, or they cannot be saved in the Kingdom of God.”

D&C 53:7: “And again I would that ye should learn that he only is saved who endureth unto the end.”

D&C 66:12: “Continue in these things even unto the end, and you shall have a crown of Eternal Life at the right hand of my Father, who is full of grace and truth.” 

D&C 75:5: “And thus, if ye are faithful ye shall be laden with many sheaves, and crowned with Honor, Glory and Immortality, and Eternal life.”

D&C 81:6: “And if thou art faithful unto the end thou shalt have a crown of Immortality and Eternal life in the mansions which I have prepared in the House of My Father.”  

3 Nephi 27:6: “And whoso taketh upon him my name, and endureth to the end, the same shall be saved at the last day.”
3 Nephi 27:16-19: “And it shall come to pass, that whoso repenteth and is baptized in my name shall be filled; and if he endureth to the end, behold, him will I hold guiltless before my Father at that day when I shall stand to judge the world. And he that endureth not unto the end, the same is he that is also hewn down and cast into the fire, from whence they can no more return, because of the justice of the Father…And no unclean thing can enter into His Kingdom; therefore nothing entereth into His rest save it be those who have washed their garments in my blood, because of their faith, and the repentance of all their sins, and their faithfulness unto the end.”

2 Nephi 31:15-16: “And I heard a voice from the Father, saying: ‘Yea, the words of my Beloved are true and faithful. He that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved.’ And now, my beloved brethren, I know by this that unless a man shall endure to the end, in following the example of the Son of the living God, he cannot be saved.” 
2 Nephi 31:19-20: “And now, my beloved brethren, after ye have gotten into this strait and narrow path, I would ask if all is done? Behold, I say unto you, Nay; for ye have not come thus far save it were by the word of Christ with unshaken faith in him, relying wholly upon the merits of him who is mighty to save. Wherefore, ye must press forward with a steadfastness in Christ, having a perfect brightness of hope, and a love of God and of all men. Wherefore, if ye shall press forward, feasting upon the word of Christ, and endure to the end, behold, thus saith the Father: Ye shall have Eternal Life.”
2 Nephi 33:4: “….For it persuadeth them to do good; it maketh known unto them of their fathers; and it speaketh of Jesus, and persuadeth them to believe in Him, and to endure to the end, which is Life Eternal.”
Examples of those who obtained the Promise of Eternal Life
There are several examples in scripture and church history of individuals who have received the Promise of Eternal Life, thereby making their calling and election sure. 
President Marion G. Romney stated: “I should think that every faithful Latter-day Saint ... would want that more sure word of prophecy, that they were sealed in the Heavens and had the promise of Eternal Life in the Kingdom of God." Marion G. Romney, Conference Report, October 1965
Examples from Scripture

The Prophet Joseph Smith received the Promise of Eternal Life direct from the Lord Jesus Christ:
 “For I am the Lord thy God, and will be with thee even unto the end of the world, and through all eternity; for verily I seal upon you your Exaltation, and prepare a Throne for you in the Kingdom of my Father, with Abraham your father.” D&C 132:49:
Lehi speaking to his sons revealed his redemption and that he had beheld the Glory of God:
2 Nephi 1:15: “But behold, the Lord hath redeemed my soul from hell; I have beheld His glory, and I am encircled about eternally in the arms of His love.”
Nephi followed the example of his father in making his calling and election sure:
2 Nephi 33:6-7: “I glory in plainness; I glory in truth; I glory in my Jesus, for he hath redeemed my soul from hell. I have charity for my people, and great faith in Christ that I shall meet many souls spotless at his judgment-seat.”
Enos knew that there was a place prepared for him in the mansions above:
Enos 1:27: “And I soon go to the place of my rest, which is with my Redeemer; for I know that in Him I shall rest. And I rejoice in the day when my mortal shall put on immortality, and shall stand before Him; then shall I see His face with pleasure, and He will say unto me: Come unto me, ye blessed, there is a place prepared for you in the mansions of my Father. Amen.”
Alma the Senior received the following promise directly from the Lord Jesus Christ:
Mosiah 26:14, 16-17, 19-20: “And it came to pass that after he had poured out his whole soul to God, the voice of the Lord came to him, saying… (16) Thou art blessed because of thy exceeding faith in the words alone of my servant Abinadi…. And blessed art thou because thou hast established a church among this people; and they shall be established, and they shall be my people…. (19) And because thou hast inquired of me concerning the transgressor, thou art blessed. Thou art my servant; and I covenant with thee that thou shalt have Eternal Life; and thou shalt serve me and go forth in my name, and shalt gather together my sheep.”
Nephi the (3rd) because of his unwearyingness in declaring the Word of God was promised that he would be blessed forever and be given great Power in the Priesthood: 
Helaman 10:3-11: “……and it came to pass as he was thus pondering in his heart, behold, a voice came unto him saying: Blessed art thou, Nephi, for those things which thou hast done; for I have beheld how thou hast with unwearyingness declared the word, which I have given unto thee, unto this people. And thou hast not feared them, and hast not sought thine own life, but hast sought my will, and to keep my commandments. And now, because thou hast done this with such unwearyingness, behold, I will bless thee forever; and I will make thee mighty in word and in deed, in faith and in works; yea, even that all things shall be done unto thee according to thy word, for thou shalt not ask that which is contrary to my will. 
“Behold, thou art Nephi, and I am God. Behold, I declare it unto thee in the presence of mine angels, that ye shall have power over this people, and shall smite the earth with famine, and with pestilence, and destruction, according to the wickedness of this people. Behold, I give unto you power, that whatsoever ye shall seal on earth shall be sealed in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven; and thus shall ye have power among this people. And thus, if ye shall say unto this Temple it shall be rent in twain, it shall be done. And if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou cast down and become smooth, it shall be done. And behold, if ye shall say that God shall smite this people, it shall come to pass. And now behold, I command you, that ye shall go and declare unto this people, that thus saith the Lord God, who is the Almighty: Except ye repent ye shall be smitten, even unto destruction.” 
Moroni: The Lord gave the Promise of Eternal Life unto Moroni:
Ether 12:36-39: “And it came to pass that I prayed unto the Lord that he would give unto the Gentiles grace, that they might have charity. And it came to pass that the Lord said unto me: If they have not charity it mattereth not unto thee, thou hast been faithful; wherefore, thy garments shall be made clean. And because thou hast seen thy weakness thou shalt be made strong, even unto the sitting down in the place which I have prepared in the mansions of my Father. And now I, Moroni, bid farewell unto the Gentiles, yea, and also unto my brethren whom I love, until we shall meet before the judgment-seat of Christ, where all men shall know that my garments are not spotted with your blood. And then shall ye know that I have seen Jesus, and that he hath talked with me face to face, and that he told me in plain humility, even as a man telleth another in mine own language, concerning these things”
The Twelve disciples of Jesus to whom He appeared on the American Continent also became purified and received the great blessing of making their calling and election sure. He prayed that the same would happen to those who would believe in their words:
3 Nephi 19:24-25, 28: “And it came to pass that when Jesus had thus prayed unto the Father, He came unto his disciples, and behold, they did still continue, without ceasing, to pray unto Him; and they did not multiply many words, for it was given unto them what they should pray, and they were filled with desire. And it came to pass that Jesus blessed them as they did pray unto Him; and His countenance did smile upon them, and the light of His countenance did shine upon them, and behold they were as white as the countenance and also the garments of Jesus; and behold the whiteness thereof did exceed all the whiteness, yea, even there could be nothing upon earth so white as the whiteness thereof…… Father, I thank thee that thou hast purified those whom I have chosen, because of their faith, and I pray for them, and also for them who shall believe on their words, that they may be purified in me, through faith on their words, even as they are purified in me.” See also 3 Nephi 28:1-11

3 Nephi 28:39: “Now this change was not equal to that which shall take place at the last day; but there was a change wrought upon them, insomuch that Satan could have no power over them, that he could not tempt them; and they were sanctified in the flesh, that they were holy, and that the powers of the earth could not hold them.”
The Apostle Paul received the Promise of an Eternal Crown:
2 Timothy 4:6-8: “For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand I have fought a good fight, I have finished [my] course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing.” See Acts 20:26
Melchezidek: Some valiant Priesthood holders were sanctified in the time of Abraham and Melchezidek:
Alma 13:10-13: “Now, as I said concerning the Holy Order, or this High Priesthood, there were many who were ordained and became high priests of God; and it was on account of their exceeding faith and repentance, and their righteousness before God, they choosing to repent and work righteousness rather than to perish; Therefore they were called after this Holy Order, and were sanctified, and their garments were washed white through the blood of the Lamb. Now they, after being sanctified by the Holy Ghost, having their garments made white, being pure and spotless before God, could not look upon sin save it were with abhorrence; and there were many, exceedingly great many, who were made pure and entered into the rest of the Lord their God. And now, my brethren, I would that ye should humble yourselves before God, and bring forth fruit meet for repentance, that ye may also enter into that rest.”
Elijah who exercised great power in the priesthood was sealed unto Eternal Life

2 Kings 2:11: “And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, [there appeared] a chariot of fire and horses of fire and parted them both asunder and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into Heaven.”
There will be many others who have received the same promise like Moses, the brother of Jared and Isaiah but the actual promise is not recorded in scripture.

Examples from Church History 
See above for the details of the Prophet Joseph Smith which were recorded in scripture. 

In this dispensation many have received like assurances. In the spring of 1839, while the Prophet Joseph and his associates were languishing in Liberty Jail, Heber C. Kimball labored against great odds caring for the Saints and striving to free the brethren. On the 6th of April he wrote:
Heber C. Kimball 

"My family having been gone about two months, during which time I heard nothing from them; our brethren being in prison; death and destruction following us everywhere we went; I felt very sorrowful and lonely. The following words came to my mind, and the Spirit said unto me, 'write,' which I did by taking a piece of paper and writing on my knee as follows:..." This is what he wrote as dictated by the Lord:
"Verily I say unto my servant Heber, thou art my son, in whom I am well pleased; for thou art careful to hearken to my words, and not transgress my law, nor rebel against my servant Joseph Smith, for thou hast a respect to the words of mine anointed, even from the least to the greatest of them; therefore thy name is written in Heaven, no more to be blotted out for ever...." (Orson F. Whitney, Life of Heber C. Kimball, 1888 ed., p. 253. Italics added.) See Marion G. Romney, Conference Report, October 1965

Hyrum Smith

Of Hyrum, Joseph had written in 1842 what may sum up his feelings, appreciation, and hopes for his dear brother: “Brother Hyrum, what a faithful heart you have got. Oh, may the Eternal Jehovah crown eternal blessings upon your head, as a reward for the care you have had for my soul. Oh, how many are the sorrows we have shared together. … Hyrum, thy name shall be written in the Book of the Law of the Lord, for those who come after thee to look upon, that they may pattern after thy works.”  Ronald K. Esplin, “Hyrum Smith: The Mildness of a Lamb, the Integrity of Job,” Ensign, Feb 2000 DHC 5:108

William Clayton (Secretary to the Prophet Joseph in Nauvoo): The Prophet Joseph said to him: “Your life is hid with Christ in God, and so are many others. Nothing but the unpardonable sin can prevent you from inheriting Eternal Life for you are sealed up by the power of the priesthood unto Eternal Life, having taken the steps necessary for that purpose.” DHC page 391
Newell Knight and Joseph Knight Junior

At the First General Conference 9 June 1830 Newell Knight saw the Saviour. The Prophet Joseph recorded in the History of the Church 1: 85:- “He felt his heart filled with love, with glory, amid pleasure unspeakable, and could discern all that was going on in the room.; when all of a sudden a vision of the future burst upon him. He saw there represented the great work which through my instrumentality was yet to be accomplished. He saw Heaven opened, and behold the Lord Jesus Christ seated at the right hand of the majesty on High, and had it made plain to is understanding that the time would come when he would be admitted into His presence to enjoy His society forever and ever.”

The prophet later recorded: Here is brother Newel K. Knight. How many scenes of sorrows have strewed our paths together….Thou art a faithful friend in whom the afflicted sons of men can confide, with the most perfect safety. Let the blessings of the Eternal Head also be crowned upon his head. How warm that heart! How anxious that soul! DHC 5:108

“There are his (Joseph Knight Senior) sons Newel Knight and Joseph Knight, Jun whose names I record in the Book of the law of the Lord with unspeakable delight. DHC 5:125

Joseph Knight Senior

“While I contemplate the virtues and the good qualities and characteristics of the faithful few, which I am now recording in the Book of the Law of the Lord, of such as have stood by me in every hour of peril …brother Joseph Knight senior who was among the first to administer to my necessities, and even-handed and exemplary, and virtuous and kind, never deviating….for fifteen years he has been faithful and true…this man was a faithful man in Israel therefore his name shall never be forgotten.” DHC 5:124
Marion G. Romney

He gave several talks on the subject of making ones calling and election sure as recorded later. He did not reveal publicly his personal sealing by the Holy Spirit of Promise but it is evident from his understanding of the subject that he had been sealed. Elder Romney recorded the following: “I know it is possible for men to so live that they may hear his voice and know his words and that to receive "the Holy Spirit of Promise" while here in mortality ” See Marion G. Romney, Conference Report, October 1965 
Being Sealed unto Eternal life is to become Sanctified and Receive a Promise of the Fulness of Christ
Jesus grew in grace step by step until He was sanctified by His Father and received a Fulness of His glory before His mission commenced:
John 10:36: “Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God?
D&C 93:3-5: “And that I am in the Father, and the Father in me, and the Father and I are one-- The Father because He gave me of His Fulness, and the Son because I was in the world and made flesh my tabernacle, and dwelt among the sons of men. I was in the world and received of my Father, and the works of Him were plainly manifest.” 
D&C 93:11-14: “And I, John, bear record that I beheld His glory, as the glory of the “Only Begotten of the Father”, full of grace and truth, even “The Spirit of Truth”, which came and dwelt in the flesh, and dwelt among us. And I, John, saw that He received not of the Fulness at the first, but received grace for grace; and He received not of the Fulness at first, but continued from grace to grace, until He received a Fulness. And thus He was called the Son of God, because He received not of the Fulness at the first.” See Luke 2:40
Hebrews 5:8-9: “Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things which He suffered, and being made perfect, He became the author of Eternal Salvation unto all them that obey Him.”
Jesus received a Fulness of the Glory of His father and the power to accomplish His mission:
D&C 93:15-17; “And I, John, bear record, and lo, the heavens were opened, and the Holy Ghost descended upon him in the form of a dove, and sat upon him, and there came a voice out of heaven saying: This is my Beloved Son. And I, John, bear record that he received a Fulness of the Glory of the Father; And He received all power, both in heaven and on earth, and the Glory of the Father was with Him, for He dwelt in Him. 
The goal of all faithful Latter-day Saints should be to receive a fullness of the Father and thereby become perfect like Jesus Christ. Members can grow from grace to grace until they become perfect in living the Gospel law and receive a Fullness either in this life or in the world to come. The Saviour will then become personally active in their lives as the Father became active in His life. 
D&C 93:19-20: “I give unto you these sayings that you may understand and know how to worship, and know what you worship, that you may come unto the Father in my name, and in due time receive of his Fulness. For if you keep my commandments you shall receive of His Fullness, and be glorified in me as I am in the Father; therefore, I say unto you, you shall receive grace for grace. See D&C 93:4; Hebrews 5:8-9
This Fulness or Making Ones Calling and Election Sure is obtained through keeping all the Commandments of God:
D&C 93:27-28: “And no man receiveth a Fullness unless he keepeth His commandments. He that keepeth His commandments receiveth truth and light, until he is glorified in truth and knoweth all things.”
The Saints are admonished to become perfect which is the Fullness of Christ
3 Nephi 12:48: “Therefore I would that ye should be perfect even as I or your Father who is in Heaven is perfect.”
Paul admonished the Saints of Ephesus to strive for this perfection and fulness:
Ephesians 4:13; “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the Fulness of Christ:”
Latter-day Saints need to continue forward until they are perfected in character:
D&C 67:13: “Ye are not able to abide the presence of God now, neither he ministering of angels; wherefore continue in patience until ye are perfected” 
D&C 50:24: “That which is of God is light; and he that receiveth light, and continueth in God receiveth more light; and that light groweth brighter and brighter until the perfect day” 
There is a need to become pure like Jesus Christ:

1 John 3-2-3: “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. And every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth himself, even as He is pure.” 
Sanctification Leads to Eternal Life

D&C 133:62: “And unto him that repenteth and sanctifieth himself before the Lord shall be given Eternal Life.”
Full sanctification comes to those who give their all in serving their Heavenly Father:

D&C 20:31: “And we know also that sanctification through the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is just and true, to all those who love and serve God with all their mights, minds, and strength.”

When individuals love God they can become sanctified through His grace and Atonement:
Moroni 10:32-33: “Yea, come unto Christ, and be perfected in him, and deny yourselves of all ungodliness; and if ye shall deny yourselves of all ungodliness, and love God with all your might, mind and strength, then is his grace sufficient for you, that by his grace ye may be perfect in Christ; and if by the grace of God ye are perfect in Christ, ye can in nowise deny the power of God. And again, if ye by the grace of God are perfect in Christ, and deny not his power, then are ye sanctified in Christ by the grace of God, through the shedding of the blood of Christ, which is in the covenant of the Father unto the remission of your sins, that ye become holy, without spot.”  
Latter-day Saints need to be single-minded in their devotion, yielding their hearts to God:
D&C 88:67-68: “And if your eye be single to my glory, your whole bodies shall be filled with light, and there shall be no darkness in you; and that body which is filled with light comprehendeth all things. Therefore, sanctify yourselves that your minds become single to God, and the days will come that you shall see Him; for He will unveil His face unto you, and it shall be in His own time, and in his own way, and according to His own will.” 
Helaman 3:35: “Nevertheless they did fast and pray oft, and did wax stronger and stronger in their humility, and firmer and firmer in the faith of Christ, unto the filling their souls with joy and consolation, yea, even to the purifying and the sanctification of their hearts, which sanctification cometh because of their yielding their hearts unto God.”
Sanctification comes by obedience to the Law of God:
D&C 88:34: “And again, verily I say unto you, that which is governed by Law is also preserved by Law and perfected and sanctified by the same.” See D&C 43:8-9; 20:79
D&C 88:21: “And they who are not sanctified through the Law which I have given unto you, even the Law of Christ, must inherit another kingdom….”
Jesus prayed that His disciples would become sanctified by accepting the truth and sacrificing themselves for it:
John 17:17-19: “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.” 
Paul hoped the Saints of His day would complete the process of sanctification and thereby become blameless before God:
1 Thessalonians 5:23: “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and [I pray God] your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
A book is kept containing the names those who have been sanctified: 

D&C 88:2: “Behold, this is pleasing unto your Lord, and the angels rejoice over you; the alms of your prayers have come up into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, and are recorded in the Book of the Names of the Sanctified, even them of the Celestial World.”
D&C 76:68: “These are they whose names are written in Heaven, where God and Christ are the judge of all.” (See revelations 3:5)
The Blessings that flow from Receiving the Holy Spirit of Promise
Receiving ‘The Other Comforter’ even the Lord Jesus Christ
Those who receive the Holy Spirit of Promise will receive the Lord Jesus Christ as stated in the testimony of John. He will become personally active in their lives and manifest Himself to them in various ways as the Other Comforter (See D&C 93:19-20 and John (14:16-17)

The Saviour will manifest Himself in various ways to those who are sealed 

John 14:18-21, 23: “I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I [am] in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.”
The Prophet Joseph explained at the funeral of James Adams that those who are sealed unto Eternal life are also ministered unto by the departed spirits of those have become sanctified:
“The Spirits of Just men are made ministering servants to those who are sealed unto Life Eternal and it is through them that the sealing power comes down.” DHC 6:51
Those who become sanctified receive all things including revelation, power and the ability to accomplish anything that is required in righteousness
D&C 76:55: “They are they into whose hands the Father has given all things”
D&C 76:59: “Wherefore, all things are theirs, whether (in) life or death, or things present, or things to come all are theirs and they are Christ's, and Christ is God's.”
D&C 43:16: “And ye are to be taught from on high. Sanctify yourselves and ye shall be endowed with power that ye may give even as I have spoken.” See D&C 76:95
Ether 4:7: “And in that day that they shall exercise faith in me, saith the Lord, even as the brother of Jared did, that they may become sanctified in me, then will I manifest unto them the things which the brother of Jared saw, even to the unfolding unto them all my revelations, saith Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Father of the heavens and of the earth, and all things that in them are.” (See Helaman 10:3-11 above)
D&C 50:28-30: “But no man is possessor of all things except he be purified and cleansed from all sin. And if ye are purified and cleansed from all sin, ye shall ask whatsoever you will in the name of Jesus and it shall be done. But know this, it shall be given you what you shall ask….”
3 Nephi 8:1: “For He truly did many miracles in the name of Jesus; and there was not any man who could do a miracle in the name of Jesus save he were cleansed every whit from his iniquity”
Those who are cleansed from sin become the Sons and Daughters of God

D&C 11:30: “But verily, verily, I say unto you, that as many as receive me, to them will I give power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on my name. Amen.” (See John 1:12; 3 Nephi 9:17; Moroni 7:26.) 
In becoming the sons and daughters of God a oneness is achieved with the Father and Son:
D&C 35:2: “I am Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who was crucified for the sins of the world, even as many as will believe on my name, that they may become the sons of God, even one in me as I am one in the Father, as the Father is one in me, that we may be one.” See D&C 39:4; 42:52
D&C 45:8: “I came unto mine own, and mine own received me not; but unto as many as received me gave I power to do many miracles, and to become the sons of God; and even unto them that believed on my name gave I power to obtain Eternal Life.”
The power that is associated with the priesthood reaches into Heaven:
D&C 107:18-19: “The power and authority of the higher, or Melchizedek Priesthood, is …. to have the privilege of receiving the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, to have the Heavens opened unto them, to commune with the General Assembly and Church of the Firstborn, and to enjoy the communion and presence of God the Father, and Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant.”
The sanctified are given power to overcome all things

D&C 76:60-61: “And they shall overcome all things. Wherefore, let no man glory in man, but rather let him glory in God, who shall subdue all enemies under his feet.”
The Eternal Promises given to the Sanctified (See D&C 76:62-70)
The sanctified receive the promise that they will dwell in the presence of God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ. They are promised that they will appear with the Saviour at His Second Coming, will come forth in the First resurrection, become part of the Eternal Holy City of Zion, associate with the General Assembly and will receive Celestial bodies. These blessings and glory are unimaginable and are worth every effort to receive the fulness of Jesus Christ and be part of the Church of the Firstborn:
D&C 76:92-95: “And thus we saw the Glory of the Celestial, which excels in all things--where God, even the Father, reigns upon his throne forever and ever; Before whose throne all things bow in humble reverence, and give Him glory forever and ever. They who dwell in His presence are the Church of the Firstborn; and they see as they are seen, and know as they are known, having received of His Fulness and of his grace; And He makes them equal in power, and in might, and in dominion.”
A list of all the blessings which the individual is promised through being washed clean are given in D&C 76:54-70
Becoming Clean from the Blood and Sins of this Generation
It is the desire of the Lord that His people will become clean from the blood or wickedness of the world in which they live. This is accomplished through preaching and testifying of the Gospel so that the wicked have the opportunity to repent and partake of the same blessings. This has to be accomplished despite any hardship or persecution that may come. 
 D&C 61:33-34: “And now, concerning the residue, let them journey and declare the word among the congregations of the wicked, inasmuch as it is given; And inasmuch as they do this they shall rid their garments, and they shall be spotless before me.” 
The saints also become clean from the sins of those around them through personal repentance and applying the Atonement in their lives:

D&C 88:74-75, 85: “And I give unto you, who are the first labourers in this last kingdom, a commandment that you assemble yourselves together, and organize yourselves, and prepare yourselves, and sanctify yourselves; yea, purify your hearts, and cleanse your hands and your feet before me, that I may make you clean; That I may testify unto your Father, and your God, and my God, that you are clean from the blood of this wicked generation; that I may fulfil this promise, this great and last promise, which I have made unto you, when I will…… 
Verily, I say unto you, let those who are not the first elders continue in the vineyard until the mouth of the Lord shall call them, for their time is not yet come; their garments are not clean from the blood of this generation.” (See D&C 109:42; D&C 112:33)
The First Presidency and the Twelve Apostles are admonished to become clean:
D&C 112:33: “Verily I say unto you, behold how great is your calling. Cleanse your hearts and your garments, lest the blood of this generation be required at your hands.”
Jacob in the Book of Mormon realized the need to magnify his calling to become clean:
Jacob 1:19: “And we did magnify our office unto the Lord, taking upon us the responsibility, answering the sins of the people upon our own heads if we did not teach them the Word of God with all diligence; wherefore, by labouring with our might their blood might not come upon our garments; otherwise their blood would come upon our garments, and we would not be found spotless at the last day.” See Jacob 2:2
Nephi and King Benjamin sensed keenly of the need to become clean from the blood or iniquities of those to whom they had responsibility for:
2 Nephi 9:44: “O, my beloved brethren, remember my words. Behold, I take off my garments, and I shake them before you; I pray the God of my salvation that He view me with His all-searching eye; wherefore, ye shall know at the last day, when all men shall be judged of their works, that the God of Israel did witness that I shook your iniquities from my soul, and that I stand with brightness before Him, and am rid of your blood.”
Mosiah 2:27-28: “Therefore, as I said unto you that I had served you, walking with a clear conscience before God, even so I at this time have caused that ye should assemble yourselves together, that I might be found blameless, and that your blood should not come upon me, when I shall stand to be judged of God of the things whereof He hath commanded me concerning you. I say unto you that I have caused that ye should assemble yourselves together that I might rid my garments of your blood, at this period of time when I am about to go down to my grave, that I might go down in peace, and my immortal spirit may join the choirs above in singing the praises of a just God.” 
Paul the apostle who had received the Holy Spirit of Promise testified that he had become clean from the blood and sins of his generation:
Acts 20:26: “Wherefore I take you to record this day that I am pure from the blood of all men”
Moroni knew that he had become clean:
Ether 12:38: “…Until we shall meet before the judgment-seat of Christ, where all men shall know that my garments are not spotted with your blood.” 
It is through the Atonement that individuals are washed clean from the sins of this generation
D&C 76:69: “These are they who are just men made perfect through Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, who wrought out this perfect Atonement through the shedding of his own blood.”
The Garments of the Faithful are Symbolically made White 
When a person becomes clean from the ‘blood and sins’ of their generation their garments are symbolically washed white through the Atoning blood of Christ. Alma declared:
Alma 5:21-22, 24, 27: “I say unto you, ye will know at that day that ye cannot be saved; for there can no man be saved except his garments are washed white; yea, his garments must be purified until they are cleansed from all stain, through the blood of Him of whom it has been spoken by our fathers, who should come to redeem His people from their sins. And now I ask of you, my brethren, how will any of you feel, if ye shall stand before the bar of God, having your garments stained with blood and all manner of filthiness? Behold, what will these things testify against you?...... Behold, my brethren, do ye suppose that such an one can have a place to sit down in the kingdom of God, with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob, and also all the holy prophets, whose garments are cleansed and are spotless, pure and white?...... Have ye walked, keeping yourselves blameless before God? Could ye say, if ye were called to die at this time, within yourselves, that ye have been sufficiently humble? That your garments have been cleansed and made white through the blood of Christ, who will come to redeem His people from their sins?”
Alma 13:11-12: “Therefore they were called after this Holy Order, and were sanctified, and their garments were washed white through the blood of the Lamb. Now they, after being sanctified by the Holy Ghost, having their garments made white, being pure and spotless before God”
Nephi was shown in vision that many attained to this blessing when the Saviour appeared to the saints on the American Continent: 

1 Nephi 12:10-11: “And these twelve ministers whom thou beholdest shall judge thy seed. And behold, they are righteous forever; for because of their faith in the Lamb of God their garments are made white in His blood. And the angel said unto me: Look! And I looked, and beheld three generations pass away in righteousness; and their garments were white even like unto the Lamb of God. And the angel said unto me: These are made white in the blood of the Lamb, because of their faith in Him.” 
Those who attain to Celestial Glory will have white robes 
Revelations 7:13-15: “And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, ‘What are these which are arrayed in white robes? And whence came they?’ And I said unto him, ‘Sir, thou knowest’. And he said to me, ‘These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple: and He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.’” See Revelations 6:11

Revelations 6:9-11: “And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and  avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellow servants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.
What it means to be Anointed of the Lord

After an individual is washed clean from the sins of the wicked world they are anointed of the Lord to become leaders in His Kingdom. Paul spoke of receiving this blessing:

2 Corinthians 1:21-22: “Now He which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us is God, who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest (assurance) of the Spirit in our hearts.”
To be anointed is to be set apart to receive the right to a future position. Those who are anointed of the Lord receive the promise to become Priests and Kings (Priestesses and Queens) in the Celestial Kingdom. From this time forth they are then prepared through the Holy Anointing to receive their future crown, to rule and reign in the House of Israel forever with Christ.
D&C 76:56-58: “They are they who are priests and kings, who have received of His Fulness, and of his Glory; and are Priests of the Most High, after the order of Melchizedek, which was after the order of Enoch, which was after the order of the Only Begotten Son. Wherefore, as it is written, they are Gods, even the Sons of God”

Revelations 1:5-6: “…Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us Kings and Priests unto God and His Father.” See revelation 5:10 
This is similar to the experience of David when he was anointed with the promise that he would become the future King of Israel:
1 Samuel 16:13: “Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brethren, and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward.” (See 1 Samuel 10:1, 5-7; 15:1; Exodus 28:41; Exodus 40:12-13, 15, 32, 34-3; Leviticus 8:6-13; 21:10, 12; Exodus 30:22-33)
D&C 78:15: “That you may come up unto the crown prepared for you, and be made rulers over many kingdoms, saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Zion……”
D&C 121:29: “All thrones and dominions, principalities and powers, shall be revealed and set forth upon all who have endured valiantly for the gospel of Jesus Christ.” See D&C 128:23; Revelations 3:21; 5:10
D&C 132:19: “……Ye shall come forth in the first resurrection……., in the next resurrection; and shall inherit thrones, kingdoms, principalities, and powers, dominions, all heights and depths……
Endowed with Power and Receiving Robes of Righteousness
After an individual has been anointed of the Lord they are endowed with power:
D&C 109:35: “Let the anointing of thy ministers be sealed upon them with power from on high.”
Clean Garments and Robes of Righteousness

Those anointed are given a protective garment and receive the endowment of power in stages. Like all Kings and Queens they will need to be protected and trained in how to use their future powers in ruling Kingdoms and Principalities. As they are prepared to fulfill each requirement of the endowment they are dressed in the robes of the Holy Priesthood. The Prophet Isaiah testified that these robes are a symbol of the salvation and power achieved:
Isaiah 61:10: “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation. He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh herself with ornaments and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.”
The Prophet Joseph prayed for the time when the church would be prepared for the Saviour:
D&C 109:76: “That our garments may be pure, that we may be clothed upon with robes of righteousness, with palms in our hands, and crowns of glory upon our heads, and reap eternal joy for all our sufferings.”
Temple Ordinances are Essential to be Sealed unto Eternal Life

It is essential to receive the ordinance of washings and anointings and the full endowment in the Holy Temple to be Sealed unto Eternal life. The Temple Ordinances open the gate to receive the blessings of Heaven. (See D&C 124:39-40). Without the Temple Ordinances a person cannot receive the Holy Spirit of Promise and thereby be Sealed unto Eternal Life whilst in mortality. 
The laying on hands for the Gift of the Holy Ghost opens the door to receive the blessings of the First Comforter to those who are worthy. The ordinance of the Holy Endowment including washings and anointings opens the door to receive the blessings of the Second Comforter, as soon as the person is prepared to receive that Gift..

As stated in the words of the Temple ordinance of washings it is designed to open the door for those who receive it to become free ‘from the blood and sins of this generation’. To receive the white garment is symbolic of having overcome the world and therefore being washed white in the blood of the Lamb of God. As John the Revelator recorded:
Revelations 3:5: “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out His name out of the Book of Life, but I will confess His name before My Father, and before His Angels.”
The Temple Ordinances and sealing blessings are a vital preparation for The Second Coming of the Saviour. John the Revelator in his vision of the Last Days saw in vision:
Revelations 7:2-4: “And I saw another Angel ascending from the East, having the seal of the living God: and he cries with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel” See also D&C 77:9-11 and Revelations 9:4
Note: according to Richard D. Draper in his excellent book “opening the seven seals” He states: “The Number need not be taken literally” He gives adequate explanation see pages 83/84 and pages 23/24. Indeed after listing the twelve thousand from each tribe John states:

Revelations 7:9: “After this I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which no man could number of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands.”
This great multitude which no man could number of all nations represents the fact that the righteous will need to receive their Temple Ordinances before the Second Coming. The Prophet Joseph received the following revelation:
D&C 105:12: “For behold, I have prepared a great endowment and blessing to be poured out upon them, inasmuch as they are faithful and continue in humility before me.”

D&C 105:31: “But first let my army become very great, and let it be sanctified before me, that it may become fair as the sun, and clear as the moon……” 
A Different Status in Respect of Sin

The scriptures teach that those who receive the Holy Spirit of Promise are given the assurance of Eternal Life despite their future sins and misdeeds providing they do not deny the Saviour and assent unto His death.
D&C 132:26-27: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, if a man marry a wife according to my word, and they are sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise, according to mine appointment, (This is a personal promise given by the Saviour and not just the sealing in the temple) and he or she shall commit any sin or transgression of the New and Everlasting Covenant whatever, and all manner of blasphemies, and if they commit no murder wherein they shed innocent blood, yet they shall come forth in the first resurrection, and enter into their exaltation; but they shall be destroyed in the flesh, and shall be delivered unto the buffetings of Satan unto the day of redemption, saith the Lord God.  
The blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, which shall not be forgiven in the world nor out of the world, is in that ye commit murder wherein ye shed innocent blood, and assent unto my death, after ye have received my New and Everlasting Covenant, saith the Lord God.” 
Those who are sanctified are no longer in the position whereby their sins are counted:
D&C 49:8: “Wherefore, I will that all men shall repent, for all are under sin, except those which I have reserved unto myself, holy men that ye know not of.”

Paul the Apostle had this in mind when he said:

1 Corinthians 6:12: “All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.”
Nevertheless those who are sanctified are warned not to get entangled in sin:
D&C 88:86: “Abide ye in the liberty wherewith ye are made free; entangle not yourselves in sin, but let your hands be clean, until the Lord comes.”
D&C 20:34: “Yea even let those who are sanctified take heed also.”

The Sealing Ordinances of the Temple 

When couples receive the Temple sealing ordinances through Temple Sealers who are anointed unto this power and authority through the President of the Church they receive the promise of Eternal life. This is providing they remain faithful to their covenants:
D&C 132:19: “And again, verily I say unto you, if a man marry a wife by my word, which is my law, and by the New and Everlasting covenant, and it is sealed unto them by the Holy Spirit of Promise, by him who is anointed, unto whom I have appointed this power and the keys of this priesthood; and it shall be said unto them--Ye shall come forth in the first resurrection; and if it be after the first resurrection, in the next resurrection; and shall inherit thrones, kingdoms, principalities, and powers, dominions, all heights and depths--then shall it be written in the Lamb's Book of Life, that he shall commit no murder whereby to shed innocent blood, and if ye abide in my covenant, and commit no murder whereby to shed innocent blood, it shall be done unto them in all things whatsoever my servant hath put upon them, in time, and through all eternity; and shall be of full force when they are out of the world; and they shall pass by the Angels, and the Gods, which are set there, to their Exaltation and Glory in all things, as hath been sealed upon their heads, which glory shall be a fulness and a continuation of the seeds forever and ever.” 
Neglect of receiving the Temple Sealing Ordinances

If members of the church neglect to receive the sealing ordinances of the Temple they cannot expect the contract of marriage and family connections to continue beyond the grave:
D&C 132:7-8: “And verily I say unto you, that the conditions of this law are these: All covenants, contracts, bonds, obligations, oaths, vows, performances, connections, associations, or expectations, that are not made and entered into and sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise, of him who is anointed, both as well for time and for all eternity, and that too most holy, by revelation and commandment through the medium of mine anointed, whom I have appointed on the earth to hold this power (and I have appointed unto my servant Joseph to hold this power in the last days, and there is never but one on the earth at a time on whom this power and the keys of this priesthood are conferred), are of no efficacy, virtue, or force in and after the resurrection from the dead; for all contracts that are not made unto this end have an end when men are dead. Behold, mine house is a house of order, saith the Lord God, and not a house of confusion.”
The Lord further emphasizes the necessity of the Temple Ordinances in the same revelation: 
D&C 132:13-15: “And everything that is in the world, whether it be ordained of men, by thrones, or principalities, or powers, or things of name, whatsoever they may be, that are not by me or by my word, saith the Lord, shall be thrown down, and shall not remain after men are dead, neither in nor after the resurrection, saith the Lord your God. For whatsoever things remain are by me; and whatsoever things are not by me shall be shaken and destroyed. Therefore, if a man marry him a wife in the world, and he marry her not by me nor by my word, and he covenant with her so long as he is in the world and she with him, their covenant and marriage are not of force when they are dead, and when they are out of the world; therefore, they are not bound by any law when they are out of the world.”
If covenants for Eternity are made by those who not appointed and anointed unto this power through the President of the church they are of no force after this life:
D&C 132:18: “And again, verily I say unto you, if a man marry a wife, and make a covenant with her for time and for all eternity, if that covenant is not by me or by my word, which is my law, and is not sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise, through him whom I have anointed and appointed unto this power, then it is not valid neither of force when they are out of the world, because they are not joined by me, saith the Lord, neither by my word; when they are out of the world it cannot be received there, because the angels and the gods are appointed there, by whom they cannot pass; they cannot, therefore, inherit my glory; for my house is a house of order, saith the Lord God.”

The Role of a Church Patriarch

Church Patriarchs holds the keys of these blessings in respect of the church generally.

D&C 124:124: “First, I give unto you Hyrum Smith to be a patriarch unto you, to hold the sealing blessings of my church, even the Holy Spirit of Promise, whereby ye are sealed up unto the Day of Redemption , that ye may not fall notwithstanding the hour of temptation that may come upon you.”
The Writings of Elder Marion G. Romney

The Apostle Marion G. Romney exhorted the saints to make their Calling and Election Sure (The Deseret News Church Section, March 27, 1949, 24)
“Brethren and sisters: I stand before you today in deep humility. The words I intend to speak will have little meaning unless they are impressed upon our souls by the power of the Holy Spirit. I sincerely invite you to join with me in praying that they will be so impressed.
The theme I have in mind to discuss is "Making One's Calling and Election Sure." To do this one must receive a divine witness that he will inherit Eternal Life. The supreme objective of men who understand God, their relationship to Him, and His designs for them is to gain Eternal Life. This is as it should be, for Eternal Life "... is the greatest of all the gifts of God." (D&C 14:7.) To bring men to Eternal Life is God's "work and glory." To this end He conceives, brings into being, directs, and uses all His creations. (Moses 1:38-39.)

Eternal Life is the quality of life which God Himself enjoys. The gospel plan, authored by the Father and put into operation by the Atonement of Jesus Christ, brings Eternal Life within the reach of every man. The Lord gave this assurance when He said "... if you keep my commandments and endure to the end you shall have Eternal Life...." (D&C 14:7.)
The fulness of Eternal Life is not attainable in mortality, but the peace which is its harbinger and which comes as a result of making one's ‘Calling and Election Sure’ is attainable in this life. The Lord has promised that "... he who doeth the works of righteousness shall receive his reward, even peace in this world, and Eternal Life in the world to come." (D&C 59:23.)

I think the peace here referred to is implicit in the Prophet's statement: "I am going like a lamb to the slaughter, but I am calm as a summer's morning. I have a conscience void of offense toward God and toward all men." (HC 6:555.)
I also think it is implicit in this statement of the late Apostle Alonzo A. Hinckley which he wrote in a letter to the First Presidency after he had been advised by his physician that his illness would be fatal: 
"I assure you I am not deeply disturbed over the final results. I am reconciled and I reach my hands to take what my Father has for me, be it life or death... As to the future, I have no misgivings. It is inviting and glorious, and I sense rather clearly what it means to be saved by the redeeming blood of Jesus Christ and to be exalted by His power and be with Him ever more." (The Deseret News Church Section, March 27, 1949, 24)
 “Make Your Calling and Election Sure” Elder Marion G. Romney  Conference Report, October 1965
Now I come directly to my theme. I take my text from Second Peter, and as he did, I direct my remarks "... to them that have obtained like precious faith with us...." (2 Pet 1:1.)

Peter, after having put the Saints in remembrance of gospel fundamentals, admonished them to "... give diligence to make your ‘calling and election sure’: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:" (2 Pet 1:10.)
By making their calling and election sure, the Saints were to gain entrance "... into the Everlasting Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." To this fact Peter bore powerful witness. He reviewed his experience on the Mount of Transfiguration with James and John, where he says, they heard the voice of "... God the Father ..." declare of Jesus, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." Then by way of instruction that such an experience did not of itself make one's calling and election sure, he added, "We have also a more sure word of prophecy;..." (2 Pet 1:11, 17, 19.)

Speaking on Sunday, the 14th of May 1843, the Prophet Joseph Smith took this statement of Peter for his text. From the Prophet's sermon I quote:

"Notwithstanding the apostle exhorts them to add to their faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, etc., yet he exhorts them to make their calling and election sure. And though they had heard an audible voice from heaven bearing testimony that Jesus was the Son of God, yet he says we have a more sure word of prophecy.... Now wherein could they have a more sure word of prophecy than to hear the voice of God saying, ‘This is my beloved Son’, etc." Answering his own question, the Prophet continued, 
"Though they might hear the voice of God and know that Jesus was the Son of God, this would be no evidence that their election and calling was made sure, that they had part with Christ, and were joint heirs with Him. They then would want that more sure word of prophecy, that they were sealed in the Heavens and had the promise of Eternal Life in the Kingdom of God. Then, having this promise sealed unto them, it was an anchor to the soul, sure and steadfast. Though the thunders might roll and lightnings flash, and earthquakes bellow, and war gather thick around, yet this hope and knowledge would support the soul in every hour of trial, trouble and tribulation."

Then speaking directly to his listeners, the Prophet continued:

"... I would exhort you to go on and continue to call upon God until you make your calling and election sure for yourselves, by obtaining this more sure word of prophecy..." (HC 5:388 389)
A week later, May 21, 1843, the Prophet preached another sermon on the same text, from which I quote:

"We have no claim in our eternal compact, in relation to eternal things, unless our actions and contracts and all things tend to this end. But after all this, you have got to make your calling and election sure. If this injunction would lie largely on those to whom it was spoken," he said, "how much more those of the present generation!" And then in conclusion, "It is one thing to be on the mount and hear the excellent voice, etc., and another to hear the voice declare to you, ‘You have a part and lot in that kingdom.’" (HC 5:403.)

These two sermons were given by the Prophet just thirteen months before his martyrdom. Four years earlier, however, he had thus instructed the Twelve: 
"After a person has faith in Christ, repents of his sins, and is baptized for the remission of his sins and receives the Holy Ghost, (by the laying on of hands), which is the first Comforter, then let him continue to humble himself before God, hungering and thirsting after righteousness, and living by every word of God, and the Lord will soon say unto him, Son, thou shalt be exalted. When the Lord has thoroughly proved him, and finds that the man is determined to serve Him at all hazards, then the man will find his calling and election made sure, then it will be his privilege to receive the other Comforter, which the Lord hath promised the Saints, as is recorded in the testimony of St. John, in the 14th chapter ..." (HC 3:380.)
In the 88th section of the Doctrine and Covenants is recorded a revelation in which the Lord, addressing some of the early Saints in Ohio, said: "... I now send upon you another Comforter, even upon you my friends that it may abide in your hearts, even the Holy Spirit of Promise, which other Comforter is the same that I promised unto my disciples, as is recorded in the testimony of John,
The Promise of Eternal Life
"This Comforter is the promise which I give unto you of Eternal Life, even the Glory of the Celestial Kingdom;" (D&C 88:3-4)

I should think that every faithful Latter-day Saint "... would want that more sure word of prophecy, that they were sealed in the Heavens and had the promise of Eternal Life in the Kingdom of God." (HC 5:388.)

As I read the sacred records, I find recorded experiences of men in all dispensations who have had this sure anchor to their souls, this peace in their hearts.

Lehi's grandson Enos so hungered after righteousness that he cried unto the Lord until "... there came a voice unto [him from heaven] saying: Enos, thy sins are forgiven thee, and thou shalt be blessed." Years later he revealed the nature of this promised blessing when he wrote:

"... I soon go to the place of my rest, which is with my Redeemer; for I know that in Him I shall rest. And I rejoice in the day when my mortal shall put on immortality, and shall stand before Him; then shall I see His face with pleasure, and He will say unto me: ‘Come unto me, ye blessed, there is a place prepared for you in the mansions of my Father.’" (Enos1:5, 27.)

To Alma the Lord said: "Thou art my servant; and I covenant with thee that thou shalt have Eternal Life" (Mosiah 26:20.)

To his twelve Nephite disciples the Master said: "What is it that ye desire of me, after that I am gone to the Father? And they all spake, save it were three, saying: We desire that after we have lived unto the age of man, that our ministry, wherein thou hast called us, may have an end, that we may speedily come unto thee in thy Kingdom. And He said unto them: ‘Blessed are ye because ye desired this thing of me; therefore, after that ye are seventy and two years old ye shall come unto me in my Kingdom; and with me ye shall find rest.’" (3 Ne 28:1-3.)

As Moroni labored in solitude, abridging the Jaredite record, he received from the Lord this comforting assurance: "... thou hast been faithful; wherefore, thy garments shall be made clean. And because thou hast seen thy weakness thou shalt be made strong, even unto the sitting down in the place which I have prepared in the mansions of my Father." (Eth 12:37.)

Paul in his second epistle to Timothy wrote: "... I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day:" (2 Tim 4:6 8.)

In this dispensation many have received like assurances. In the spring of 1839, while the Prophet Joseph and his associates were languishing in Liberty Jail, Heber C. Kimball labored against great odds caring for the Saints and striving to free the brethren. On the 6th of April he wrote:

"My family having been gone about two months, during which time I heard nothing from them; our brethren being in prison; death and destruction following us everywhere we went; I felt very sorrowful and lonely. The following words came to my mind, and the spirit said unto me, 'write,' which I did by taking a piece of paper and writing on my knee as follows:..."

This is what he wrote as dictated by the Lord:

"Verily I say unto my servant Heber, thou art my son, in whom I am well pleased; for thou art careful to hearken to my words, and not transgress my law, nor rebel against my servant Joseph Smith, for thou hast a respect to the words of mine anointed, even from the least to the greatest of them; therefore thy name is written in Heaven, no more to be blotted out for ever...." (Orson F. Whitney, Life of Heber C. Kimball, 1888 ed., p. 253. Italics added.)

To the Prophet Joseph Smith the Lord said: "... I am the Lord thy God and will be with thee even unto the end of the world, and through all eternity; for verily I seal upon you your exaltation, and prepare a throne for you in the Kingdom of my Father, with Abraham your father." (D&C 132:49)
Now in conclusion, I give you my own witness. I know that God our Father lives, that we are, as Paul said, his offspring. I know that we dwelt in his presence in pre-earth life and that we shall continue to live beyond the grave. I know that we may return into his presence, if we meet his terms.
I know that while we are here in mortality there is a means of communication between Him and us. I know it is possible for men to so live that they may hear His voice and know His words and that to receive "the Holy Spirit of Promise" while here in mortality. And so, in the words of the Prophet Joseph "... I ... exhort you to go on and continue to call upon God until (by the more sure word of prophecy) you make your calling and election sure for yourselves,..." (HC 5:389.) In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen Marion G. Romney, Conference Report, October 1965
Quotations of the Prophet Joseph Smith

‘Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith’ page 298/299

“Now, there is some grand secret here, and keys to unlock the subject. Notwithstanding the apostle exhorts them to add to their faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, etc., yet he exhorts them to make their calling and election sure. And though they had heard an audible voice from heaven bearing testimony that Jesus was the Son of God, yet he says we have a more sure word of prophecy, whereunto ye do ell that ye take heed as unto light shining in a dark place. Now wherein could they have a more sure word of prophecy than to hear the voice of God saying, ‘This is my beloved Son.’ Now for the secret and grand key "Though they might hear the voice of God and know that Jesus was the Son of God, this would be no evidence that their election and calling was made sure, that they had part with Christ, and were joint heirs with Him. 
They then would want that more sure word of prophecy, that they were Sealed in the Heavens and had the promise of Eternal Life in the Kingdom of God. Then, having this promise sealed unto them, it was an anchor to the soul, sure and steadfast. Though the thunders might roll and lightnings flash, and earthquakes bellow, and war gather thick around, yet this hope and knowledge would support the soul in every hour of trial, trouble and tribulation. Then knowledge through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is the grand key that unlocks the glories and mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven……the key that unlocks the heavens and puts in our possession the glories of the Celestial Kingdom….Then I would exhort you to go on and continue to call upon God until you make your calling and election sure for yourselves, by obtaining this more sure word of prophecy..." (HC 5:388 389) 
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 305/306

“Contend earnestly for the like precious faith with the Apostle Peter, “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;  and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither [be] barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 1:5-8 

Another point, after having all these qualifications, he lays the injunction upon the people “to make your calling and election sure.” He is emphatic upon this subject-after adding all this virtue, knowledge, etc, “Make your calling and election sure.” What is the secret-the starting point? “According as His Divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and Godliness.” How did he obtain all things? Through the knowledge of Him who hath called him.

"We have no claim in our eternal compact, in relation to eternal things, unless our actions and contracts and all things tend to this end. But after all this, you have got to make your calling and election sure. If this injunction would lie largely on those to whom it was spoken, how much more those of the present generation!

1st Key: Knowledge is the power of salvation. 2nd key: Make your calling and election sure. 3rd key: It is one thing to be on the mount and hear the excellent voice, etc., and another to hear the voice declare to you, ‘You have a part and lot in that kingdom.’" (HC 5:403.)

Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 150/151
 “The Doctrine of Election: Peter exhorts us to make our calling and election sure. This is the sealing power spoken of by Paul in other places. “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of Promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of His glory.” Ephesians 1:13-14
This principle ought to be taught, for God hath not revealed anything to Joseph, but what He will make known unto the Twelve, and even the least Saint may know all things as fast as he is able to bear them, for the day must come when no man need say to his neighbour, know ye the Lord: for all shall know Him from the least to the greatest. (Jeremiah 31:34) How is this to be one? It is to be done by this sealing power, and the other Comforter spoken of, which will be manifest by revelation.

There are two Comforters spoken of. One is the Holy Ghost, the same as given on the day of Pentecost, and that all saints receive after faith, repentance, and baptism. This first Comforter or Holy Ghost has no other effect than pure intelligence. It is powerful in expanding the mind, enlightening the understanding, and storing the intellect with present knowledge…….it is calm and serene….

The other Comforter spoken of is a subject of great interest, and perhaps understood by few of this generation. After a person has faith in Christ, repents of his sins, and is baptized for the remission of his sins and receives the Holy Ghost, which is the first Comforter, then let him continue to humble himself before God, hungering and thirsting after righteousness, and living by every word of God, and the Lord will soon say unto him, Son, thou shalt be exalted. When the Lord has thoroughly proved him, and finds that the man is determined to serve Him at all hazards, then the man will find his calling and election made sure, then it will be his privilege to receive the other Comforter, which the Lord hath promised the Saints, as is recorded in the testimony of St. John, in the 14th chapter from the 12th to the 27th verse.
John 14:16-17: “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter that He may abide with you for ever; [Even] the Spirit of Truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” 

Important note: - Jesus Christ in these verses is the First Comforter, because He is presently with His disciples. The Holy Ghost which they had not yet received was to them the Second Comforter. After the departure of Jesus the roles were reversed the Holy Ghost becoming the First Comforter and the Saviour the Second Comforter. Jesus then speaks of Himself as the Second Comforter

John 14:18-21, 23: “I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I [am] in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.”
Now what is this other Comforter? It is no more nor less than the Lord Jesus Christ Himself; and this is the sum and substance of the whole matter; that when any man obtains this last Comforter, he will have the personage Jesus Christ to attend him, or appear unto him from time to time, and even He will manifest the Father unto Him, and they will take up their abode with Him, and the visions of the Heavens will be opened unto him, and the Lord will teach him face to face, and he may have a perfect knowledge of the mysteries of the Kingdom of God; and this is the state and place the ancient saints arrived at when they had such glorious visions-Isaiah, Ezekiel, John upon the Isle of Patmos, St Paul in the three heavens, and all the saints who held communion with the general assembly and Church of the Firstborn. (HC 3:380/1.) 
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Page 322
It is only through the sacrifice of all earthly things that a person can be sealed up unto Eternal Life:
“Let us here observe, that a religion that does not require the sacrifice of all things, never has power sufficient to produce the faith necessary unto Life and Salvation; for from the first existence of man, the faith necessary unto the enjoyment of Life and Salvation never could be obtained without the sacrifice of all earthly things. It was through this sacrifice, and this only, that God has ordained that men should enjoy Eternal Life; and it is through the medium of the sacrifice of all earthly things, that men do actually know that they are doing the things that are well pleasing in the sight of God. 
“When a man has offered in sacrifice all that he has for the truth's sake, not even withholding his life, and believing before God that he has been called to make this sacrifice, because he seeks to do His will, he does know most assuredly that God does and will accept his sacrifice and offering, and that he has not nor will not seek his face in vain. Under these circumstances then, he can obtain the faith necessary for him to lay hold on Eternal Life.” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 322

President Lorenzo Snow .” General Conference October 1898 
“Those who endure unto the end shall sit upon thrones, as Jesus hath overcome and sat down upon His Father's throne. All things shall be given unto such men and women, so we are told in the revelations we have received. In view of these prospects, what should we not be willing to sacrifice when duty requires? 
It is a great thing, we say, for a man to be an Apostle; yet there are things you can look forward to which are greater than this. A man has no reason to envy his friend because he happens to get a little higher than himself. The glory that is before us is open to every man and every woman, through this Gospel, which is the power of God unto salvation, glory and exaltation, in the fulness thereof. 
We have learned some things that are more valuable to us than a gold mine of the highest richness could possibly be. We are the offspring of God, He is our Father, and we have a mother in the other life as well. These women that are sealed to us for time and eternity will, with our children be ours in the other life, going on in honor and glory. The Lord has revealed this to us, and we know it is so. Is it not something grand to know these things? So I say, we should be a holy people, a sanctified people, a people that God loves, and worthy of being directed in the highest path of glory and exaltation 
A Personal Testimony

Testimony related to me by an older member of the church who wished to remain anonymous concerning an experience in which he testified he had made his calling and election sure whilst serving on a mission. These are his words:
“He left all to go on his mission and indeed had no money left for his return. He had sacrificed everything for the sake of going on a mission even though there was absolutely no pressure or requirement to go. In the first several months he laboured hard with considerable success in converts. He felt he was giving his all in the service of his God. After nearly a year he was in one area with a new companion, and the Power of God was manifest in various ways including the casting out of an evil spirit and the healing of the sick. One young girl of a family, who had been recently baptised, was cured miraculously of leukaemia. This reached the headlines of the local newspaper because the girl had only been given three months to live by her doctor.

Whilst labouring as a missionary under the influence of the Spirit his mind was caught up in meditation and prayer. He spent much of his spare time sat on the floor in a large bathroom in his flat just contemplating the love of God, the three degrees of glory, and study material on making ones calling and election sure. He prayed earnestly in tears for the blessings of the Lord to be upon him. During the study and meditation He felt the Spirit and Love of God upon him and his heart was softened.

Then one morning he arose as normal at 5-45 A.M and proceeded to the sink for his morning wash and shave while his companion was still in bed. As he approached the sink he felt that he had walked into the presence of a Holy Being though unseen by the natural eye. His heart was softened to the point of tears, and he was enveloped by the Spirit of the Lord, ‘like a baptism of fire’. It was a glorious feeling that thrilled his soul from head to foot and humbled him to the core. This experience had a tremendous effect upon him, as if a complete change had taken place. He said he felt the Spirit of Revelation making known unto him in clarity that he had been blessed to ‘become clean from the blood and sins of this generation’. He later realized that this experience was receiving the Holy Spirit of Promise.

A few days later he was travelling to London for a mission conference in the back of a District Leaders estate car. He cried in himself most of the way and was thanking the Prophet Joseph and others for the great blessing he had received. His mind was drawn up continually in meditation and all he wanted to do was record his thoughts. Even the scriptures seemed to open up as never before. He described it as a major spiritual experience, with revelation flowing and his feelings very tender.

This experience brought about a change in his thoughts, attitudes and even desires as if he had started at the bottom of the ladder of growth all over again. It was really a new beginning, the start of a new process, indeed a new birth, even though he felt more spiritually mature. He felt that it was now necessary to progress in a different way line upon line, through the endowment process. He described the change that came upon him as very dramatic, even to the point of destroying his old Book of Remembrance because it now seemed too childish. It was as if he had to learn lessons again by experience and this involved making many mistakes. He felt that he was now being taught directly from on High. He felt as if there was no one who could show him what to do, or who would understand his experience. 

As he looked back later in years after much struggle, he realized that his testimony had now blossomed into a sacred special witness of the Savour. A sublime beautiful experience at once sacred and holy. He could now say that he not only knew of the Lord, but also knew him on a more personal basis. It was as if a new light had entered into his life, opening up a new understanding and depth that had not been there before, including much more personal revelation. That light was the Saviour, and an appreciation the great sufferings He underwent in performing His Mission. His only desire was to now testify of the Saviour, and His glorious sacrifice in which He had shown His love for us. 
On the negative side this experience brought a new independence of thought, which produced difficulty in sustaining things that were discerned to be incorrect. It also produced a degree of loneliness because of the impossibility of sharing this experience to the understanding of others and not having the earthly association of others who had received the same experience. Also the powers of darkness seemed to become more involved with direct attempts upon his life especially in the middle of the night. He also mentioned that he felt D&C 132:26 was now applicable in his life.” END
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