Is Food Storage the Preparation for the Last Days?
Food storage is part of the inspired welfare programme of the church and is designed to assist families in alleviating hardship in time of economic need caused by illness, loss of work and local emergencies. It has been in operation for over eighty years and has assisted many families in times of economic hardship. It is wise and sensible to store against a time of need. 

However as a refuge from the destructions in the last days, food storage could be compared to using an umbrella in a major storm. It is useful for rainy conditions but when a storm with heavy winds and rain strikes it is of little use. Only secure shelter will then provide the necessary refuge. 
At the present time in their scattered condition amongst the nations the Latter-Day Saints suffer the same consequences in natural disasters, crime, and wars as the rest of society. 
See the study Disasters in the World Affect Members of the Church
Devastating Destructions of the Last Days

How will members of the church be preserved in the Last Days from the devastating destructions that are predicted before the Second Coming? 
The Lord has said: 

D&C 64:24: “For after today cometh the burning—this is speaking after the manner of the Lord—for verily I say, tomorrow all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up, for I am the Lord of Hosts; and I will not spare any that remain in Babylon.”

D&C 84:96-97: “For I, the Almighty, have laid my hands upon the nations, to scourge them for their wickedness. And plagues shall go forth, and they shall not be taken from the earth until I have completed my work, which shall be cut short in righteousness.”

D&C 87: 6 “And thus, with the sword and by bloodshed the inhabitants of the earth shall mourn; and with famine, and plague, and earthquake, and the thunder of heaven, and the fierce and vivid lightning also, shall the inhabitants of the earth be made to feel the wrath, and indignation, and chastening hand of an Almighty God, until the consumption decreed hath made a full end of all nations.
D&C 101:11: Mine indignation is soon to be poured out without measure upon all nations; and this will I do when the cup of their iniquity is full.”
Since no one knows the ‘day or the hour’ and the scriptures state that the destructions will come upon the world as a ‘whirlwind’, what can members do to prepare themselves now for these awesome events?
Will food storage be sufficient to survive the ‘desolation of abomination’ as it is called? 

It is my personal opinion that it is wrong to teach Food Storage as the preparation the Lord has given to the Saints to survive the major destructions of the Last Days. It is deceptive, misleading and clearly ‘looking beyond the mark’. 
There are no scriptural references to food storage as the means of preservation in the Doctrine and Covenants. Yet some members of the church continue to believe Food storage is the way they will be preserved from the major destructions in the last days. 
How will Members Escape the Destructions of the Last Days?

What does the Doctrine and Covenants teach concerning how the saints will be preserved form the devastating destructions of the last days? 
See the studies 
Are Members Prepared for the Day of Tribulation and Desolation
The Need to Prepare for the Coming of Jesus Christ
Personal Preparation for the Second Coming
For Physical Protection, the Saints will need to Gather to Zion

Zion is an ancient Hebrew word meaning a place of refuge or sanctuary. The scriptures teach that unless the saints are willing to take up their sword against their neighbour they will need to flee to Zion for safety:
D&C 45:65-66, 68-69: “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…and it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety and there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under Heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” 
As the above scripture clearly teaches the only people that will not be at war are those who have gathered to Zion for safety. Therefore, our loving and protecting Heavenly Father has decreed that His saints should assemble to the land of Zion in preparation for their safety:

D&C 63:32-33, 36-37: “I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man. And the saints also shall hardly escape…. Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion. And that every man should take righteousness in his hands and faithfulness upon his loins and lift a warning voice unto the inhabitants of the earth; and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.” 
The saints of God will need to leave the nations of Babylon and heed the call to gather to Zion in preparation for the ‘Great Day of the Lord’:

D&C 133:4-5, 7-9,11-12, 14-15, 17, 19: “Wherefore, prepare ye, prepare ye O my people; sanctify yourselves; gather ye together, O ye people of my church, upon the Land of Zion. Go ye out from Babylon. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord…. the time has come when the voice of the Lord is unto you; Go ye out of Babylon; gather ye out from among the nations, from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other….go forth unto the Land of Zion…....Yea, let the cry go forth among all people…...Prepare yourselves for the Great Day of the Lord. Watch therefore for ye know neither the day nor the hour. Let them, therefore who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion. Go ye out from among the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness. Let not your flight be in haste but let all things be prepared before you. Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight, for the hour of His Coming is nigh. Wherefore, prepare ye for the coming of the Bridegroom.” 

3 Nephi 20:20-22: “And it shall come to pass, saith the Father that the sword of my justice shall hang over them at that day; and except they repent it shall fall upon them, saith the Father, yea, even upon all the nations of the Gentiles. And it shall come to pass that I will establish my people, O House of Israel. And behold, this people will I establish in this land, unto the fulfilling of the covenant which I made with your father Jacob; and it shall be a New Jerusalem. And the powers of Heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you.” (See also 3 Nephi 21:14-24)
The Saints will need to Gather to the Appointed Place to be Prepared
In September 1830, not long after the organization of the church the Prophet Joseph received a revelation concerning the gathering of this dispensation:

D&C 29:1-2: “Listen to the voice of Jesus Christ, your Redeemer, the Great I am, whose arm of mercy hath atoned for your sins; who will gather His people even as a hen gathereth her under her wings, even as many as will hearken to my voice and humble themselves before me and call upon me in mighty prayer.” see also D&C 43:24; 10:65; 3 Nephi 10:4-6; Luke 13:34
The allegory of a hen protecting her chicks by bringing them together under her wings is used by the Lord as an illustration of His willingness to protect His Saints when the need arises by bringing them together as one people. The Lord added in the same revelation that the gathering will be to one place in preparation for the tribulations to come:

D&C: 29:7-9: “And ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts. Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the father that they (the saints) shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked. For the hour is nigh and the day soon at hand when the earth is ripe; and all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that wickedness shall not be upon the earth.” 
The rest of Section 29 explains more about the destructions that will precede the Second Coming and which will necessitate the gathering of the Lord’s people as one to preserve them.
 In the Doctrine and Covenants Commentary it states: “In the councils of Heaven it had been decreed that the saints should gather to one place on the American continent in order to be prepared against the last great tribulations of the world. Jackson County, Mo; is the central gathering place of the saints.” ‘Doctrine and Covenants Commentary’ pages 146/147 Commentary on D&C 29:8

Elder Joseph F Smith stated: “In this dispensation there is a principle or commandment peculiar to it. What is that? It is the gathering of the people to one place. The gathering of this people is as necessary to be observed by believers, as faith, repentance, baptism, or any other ordinance. It is an essential part of the Gospel of this dispensation, as much so as the necessity of building an ark by Noah for his deliverance, was a part of the Gospel in his dispensation. Then the world was destroyed by a flood, now it is to be destroyed by war, pestilence, famine, earthquakes, storms, and tempests, the sea rolling beyond its bounds, malarious vapours, vermin, disease, and by fire and the lightning’s of God’s wrath poured out for destruction upon Babylon.” Journal of Discourses volume 12 page 153 1868

The City of the New Jerusalem and surrounded areas is identified as the ‘one place’ to which the saints will gather:

D&C 42:8-9: “And inasmuch as ye shall find them that will receive you ye shall build up my church in every region until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God” see also D&C 42:35-36
Enoch saw in vision the gathering to this Holy City: 

Moses 7:60-62 extracts: “And the heavens shall shake, and also the earth; and great tribulations shall be among the children of men but my people will I preserve and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my Tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” 
The Prophet Joseph Smith after quoting Moses 7:61-62 declared:
“And now I ask how righteousness and truth are going to sweep the earth as with a flood? I will answer. Men and angels are to be co-workers in bringing to pass this great work, and Zion is to be prepared, even a New Jerusalem, for the elect that are to be gathered from the four quarters of the earth, and to be established an Holy City, for the tabernacle of the Lord shall be with them.” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 84

Joseph further stated:
“In speaking of the gathering, we mean to be understood as speaking of it according to scripture, the gathering of the elect of the Lord out of every nation on earth, and bringing them to the place of the Lord of Hosts, when the City of Righteousness shall be built, and where the people shall be of one heart and one mind, when the Saviour comes; yea, where the people shall walk with God like Enoch, and be free from sin. The Word of the Lord is precious; and when we read that the veil spread over all nations will be destroyed, and the pure in heart see God, and reign with Him a thousand years on earth, we want all honest men to have a chance to gather and build up a City of Righteousness….  Ibid Page 93.
The Lord asks the question ‘Where shall be the safety of My People’?

D&C 124:10: “For the day of my visitation cometh speedily, in an hour when ye think not of, and where shall be the safety of my people, and refuge for those who shall be left of them.” 
The Lord also gives the answer-Zion-if the commandments given are followed
D&C 97:22-25: “For behold, and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and who shall escape it? The Lord’s scourge shall pass over by night and by day, and the report thereof shall vex all people; yea, it shall not be stayed until the Lord come; for the indignation of the Lord is kindled against their abominations and all their wicked works. Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do all things whatsoever, I have commanded her.”
Example of the teaching by a Leader of the church that ‘Food Storage is the Essential Preparation to escape the Destructions prior to the Second Coming’
The following article is by Elder Spencer Jones in the June 2005 Ensign. Following extracts from the article is a copy of the letters written to Elder Jones and Elder Jay E. Jenson the Ensign Editor about the article
 “Messages from the Doctrine and Covenants: Finding Hope in the Second Coming”  by Elder Spencer Jones Ensign, June 2005 P 58 (extracts only)
“My wife and I felt our family home evening had been a success. We had discussed the prophecies about the events preceding the Second Coming of Jesus Christ and our need to be prepared for that day. We restocked our year’s supply, our emergency backpacks, and our first-aid kit. We taught the children how to shut off the natural gas line into the house as well as other utilities in the event of a disaster. We also taught them how to start our backup generator in case an electrical blackout occurred. We felt prepared….
Some of the prophecies can seem overwhelming. Earthquakes, thunder, lightning, hailstorms, plagues, famine, waves of the sea heaving beyond their bounds, a desolating scourge, the sun darkened, and the moon turned to blood are all worldly conditions predicted to usher in that “great and dreadful day.” The inhabitants of the earth will endure weeping and wailing, wars and rumors of wars, iniquity, false Christ’s and false prophets, men’s hearts failing them, and the proud and the wicked burning as stubble.

Some prophecies are even quite grotesque, such as this one: “Wherefore, I the Lord God will send forth flies upon the face of the earth, which shall take hold of the inhabitants thereof, and shall eat their flesh, and shall cause maggots to come in upon them......And their flesh shall fall from off their bones, and their eyes from their sockets; And it shall come to pass that the beasts of the forest and the fowls of the air shall devour them up” D&C 29:18-20
In discussing this particular scripture during family home evening, one child, visualizing the swarms of flies and maggots, declared, “I’m gonna wear a beekeeper’s suit.” End
Letter to Elder Spencer V. Jones
Elder Spencer V. Jones

The Second Quorum of the Seventy,

50 E. North Temple St.

Salt Lake City,

Utah 84150-32                                        20 July 2005

Dear Elder Jones
Re your article in the June Ensign “Finding hope in the Second Coming” part of the series “Messages from the Doctrine and Covenants”. I am concerned that members of the Church will receive the wrong impression from your article regarding how they should prepare for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

You commence your article by stating that as a family you had prepared your year’s food storage, emergency backpacks, first aid kit etc and then state, “we felt prepared”. You then list some of the dreadful afflictions that will take place just prior to the Second Coming as outlined in Doctrine and Covenants section 29. In the same revelation, however the Lord explains to His saints what they will need to do to prepare for these events:

“And ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts. Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.  D&C 29:7-8

This scripture is not ambiguous and correlates with other scriptures in the Doctrine and Covenants on the same subject for example D&C 45:62-69; D&C 63:32-37; Moses 7: 60-62.

You also quote the Saviour’s words from 3 Nephi Chapter 21:1 concerning the gospel principle of gathering. You then apply this principle to our meetings in wards and stakes, auxiliary and leadership meetings, temple attendance, and being part of a family. Again, in the same chapter of scripture the Lord explains how His people will need to prepare for His Second Coming by obedience to the principle of the gathering to Zion:
“And they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem. 3 Nephi 21:23-24

You also quote part of D&C 115:6 but leave out the beginning part of this verse which ties in with the scriptures above. “And that the gathering together upon the land of Zion and…” You also later apply this same scripture using a word with a different meaning. The scripture states “for a defence and for a refuge from the storm…” You state: “Each gathering is a defence and a refuge from the world”. I think you will agree that the change of words puts a whole different meaning to this phrase of scripture.

I am sure that your article will have been read and approved in advance before inclusion. Nevertheless, I do feel that it is wrong to take scriptures out of context and by so doing give less than the full meaning of a principle of the gospel.

President Joseph Fielding Smith stated:
“It is wrong to take one passage of scripture and isolate it from all other teachings dealing with the same subject. We should bring together all that has been said by authority on the question. If we were to make a photograph, it would be necessary for all your rays of light to be properly focused on the subject. If this were not done, then a blurred picture would be the result. This is the case when we try to obtain a mental picture when we have only a portion of the facts dealing with the subject we are considering.” Joseph Fielding Smith, D.O.S 2:95-96.

I enclose part of a study that I have prepared taken from the Doctrine and Covenants on the principle of gathering which shows clearly that the scriptures correlate perfectly on this subject leaving no doubt as to their correct meaning. I would be grateful to receive your comments on this study.

By the way I do believe that food storage etc as taught by the church is an essential part of family preparedness for the difficulties that might arise in our family situations and local communities. There is no need to return the study.

With best wishes

I enclosed part of the study “A scriptural study of the Principle of Gathering”
I did not receive an answer to the letter from Elder Jones. 
Letter to Elder Jay E. Jenson Ensign Editor: 
I also addressed a letter with the same contents to Elder Jay E. Jenson the Ensign Editor on the 9 the Aug 2005.
I received a telephone call from the curriculum department in Salt Lake City in reply to the letter to Elder Jenson. The department member asked me if he could help and said how beautiful England was. I remarked that the letter was self explanatory that food storage in itself was not sufficient preparation for the Second Coming. He said he agreed with my comments on food storage. 
I then remarked that the Ensign article gave the wrong impression. He said again how beautiful England was and did I know Elder Johnson. He wondered how far away I lived from York. He then told me to tell my Bishop what a wonderful man I was. I did not tell him that I was the Bishop. 
The telephone conversation accomplished nothing and did not address any points in my letter. There was no acknowledgement or denial that the article was misleading. I presume the curriculum department did not want to put anything down in writing, so they opted to telephone. End 
Further Examples of ‘Food Storage’ being taught as the Preparation for the Safety and Protection of His Saints Prior to the Second Coming

President Gordon B. Hinckley at the Oct 2005 General Conference 
After the calamity in New Orleans through Hurricane Katrina President Hinckley said the following at the next General conference in a talk titled “If ye are prepared ye shall not fear”

“Now, as all of us are aware, the Gulf States area of the United States has recently suffered terribly from raging winds and waters. Many have lost all they had. The damage has been astronomical. Literally millions have suffered. Fear and worry have gripped the hearts of many. Lives have been lost… (President Hinckley then recited examples of past destructions)

What we have experienced in the past was all foretold, and the end is not yet. Just as there have been calamities in the past, we expect more in the future. What do we do? Someone has said it was not raining when Noah built the ark. But he built it, and the rains came. The Lord has said, "If ye are prepared ye shall not fear" (D&C 38:30). The primary preparation is also set forth in the Doctrine and Covenants, wherein it says, "Wherefore, stand ye in holy places, and be not moved, until the day of the Lord come" (D&C 87:8).

We have built grain storage and storehouses and stocked them with the necessities of life in the event of a disaster. But the best storehouse is the family storeroom. In words of revelation the Lord has said, "Organize yourselves; prepare every needful thing" (D&C 109:8).

Our people for three-quarters of a century have been counseled and encouraged to make such preparation as will assure survival should a calamity come. We can set aside some water, basic food, medicine, and clothing to keep us warm. We ought to have a little money laid aside in case of a rainy day. Now what I have said should not occasion a run on the grocery store or anything of that kind. I am saying nothing that has not been said for a very long time…...Let us never lose sight of the dream of Pharaoh concerning the fat cattle and the lean, the full ears of corn, and the blasted ears; the meaning of which was interpreted by Joseph to indicate years of plenty and years of scarcity (see Genesis 41:1–36).” END
Note: See the study  What is the True Meaning of ‘Stand in Holy Places’ which refers to D&C 87:8 quoted by President Hinckley and explains the full meaning of this phrase of scripture in its proper context.
President Ezra T. Benson on Food Storage

“Prepare for the days of Tribulation” Ensign Nov 1980 page 32 (extracts only) 
President Ezra T. Benson also spoke on the need for food storage.
“I speak with a feeling of great urgency. I have seen what the days of tribulation can do to people. I have seen hunger stalk the streets of Europe. I have witnessed the appalling, emaciated shadows of human figures. I have seen women and children scavenge army garbage dumps for scraps of food. Those scenes and nameless faces cannot be erased from my memory.

I shall never forget the Saints of Hamburg who appeared on the verge of collapse from starvation, or their small children whom I invited to come to the stand as we emptied our pockets of edibles. Most had never seen these items before because of the wartime conditions. Nor can I forget the expectant and nursing mothers whose eyes watered with tears when we gave them each an orange. We saw the terrible physical and social side effects of hunger and malnutrition. One sister walked over a thousand miles with four small children, leaving her home in Poland. She lost all four to starvation and the freezing conditions. Yet she stood before us in her emaciated condition, her clothing shredded, and her feet wrapped in burlap, and bore testimony of how blessed she was………” (note: Food storage was an official programme of the church since 1936 when this happened)

“Too often we bask in our comfortable complacency and rationalize that the ravages of war, economic disaster, famine, and earthquake cannot happen here. Those who believe this are either not acquainted with the revelations of the Lord, or they do not believe them. Those who smugly think these calamities will not happen, that they somehow will be set aside because of the righteousness of the Saints, are deceived and will rue the day they harbored such a delusion. 

The Lord has warned and forewarned us against a day of great tribulation and given us counsel, through His servants, on how we can be prepared for these difficult times. Have we heeded His counsel?”

“I bear you my testimony that President Heber J. Grant was inspired of the Lord in establishing the Church Welfare program. The First Presidency was inspired when they made the first public announcement in 1936 and declared the prime purpose of Church welfare was “to help the people help themselves” (in Conference Report, Oct. 1936, p. 3). I bear witness to that inspired counsel from 1936 to the present day that the Saints lay up a year’s supply of food.”
“Prepare Ye” Ezra Taft Benson Ensign, Jan. 1974, 68 (Extracts only)
“My text today is from a revelation of the Lord to Joseph Smith, the Prophet, at a conference of the Church January 2, 1831, as follows: “… if ye are prepared ye shall not fear” D&C 38:30 In section 1 of the great Doctrine and Covenants, a volume of modern scripture, we read these words: “Prepare ye, prepare ye for that which is to come. …” D&C 1:12 Further in this same revelation are these warning words: “… I the Lord, knowing the calamity which should come upon the inhabitants of the earth. …” D&C 1:17

What are some of the calamities for which we are to prepare? In section 29 the Lord warns us of “a great hailstorm sent forth to destroy the crops of the earth.” D&C 29:16. In section 45 we read of “an overflowing scourge; for a desolating sickness shall cover the land.” D&C 45:31. In section 63 the Lord declares he has “decreed wars upon the face of the earth. …” In Matthew, chapter 24, we learn of “famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes. …” Matthew 24:7. The Lord declared that these and other calamities shall occur. These particular prophecies seem not to be conditional. The Lord, with his foreknowledge, knows that they will happen. Yet, through all of this, the Lord Jesus Christ has said: “… if ye are prepared ye shall not fear.” D&C 38:30

What, then, is the Lord’s way to help us prepare for these calamities? ………….

“For the righteous the gospel provides a warning before a calamity, a program for the crises, a refuge for each disaster. The Lord has said that “the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven …” (Mal 4:1) but he assures us that “he that is tithed shall not be burned. …” D&C 64:23

The Lord has warned us of famines, but the righteous will have listened to prophets and stored at least a year’s supply of survival food.”

It would be well if every family had on hand grain for at least a year. And may I remind you that it generally takes several times as much land to produce a given amount of food when grains are fed to livestock and we consume the meat. Let us be careful not to overdo beef cattle and other livestock projects on our welfare farms.
From the standpoint of food production, storage, handling, and the Lord’s counsel, wheat should have high priority. Water, of course, is essential. Other basics could include honey or sugar, legumes, milk products or substitutes, and salt or its equivalent. The revelation to store food may be as essential to our temporal salvation today as boarding the ark was to the people in the days of Noah.............When will all these calamities strike? We do not know the exact time, but it appears it may be in the not-too-distant future. Those who are prepared now have the continuing blessings of early obedience, and they are ready. Noah built his ark before the flood came, and he and his family survived. Those who waited to act until after the flood began were too late.  Let us not be dissuaded from preparing because of a seeming prosperity today, or a so-called peace.”
“Brethren and sisters, I know that this welfare program is inspired of God. I have witnessed with my own eyes the ravages of hunger and destitution as, under the direction of the president of the Church, I spent a year in war-torn Europe at the close of World War II, without my family, distributing food, clothing, and bedding to our needy members. I have looked into the sunken eyes of Saints, in almost the last stages of starvation. I have seen faithful mothers carrying their children, three and four years of age, who were unable to walk because of malnutrition. I have seen a hungry woman turn down food for a spool of thread. I have seen grown men weep as they ran their hands through the wheat and beans sent to them from Zion—America. End of Quote by Ezra T. Benson
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