How the Saints Can Obtain Power with God
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Introduction

Power is the ability to influence an outcome. It is the ability to do, act or accomplish something. It is what makes the difference and has the ability to change circumstances.
1 Nephi 14:14: “And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld the power of the Lamb of God, that it descended upon the saints of the church of the Lamb, and upon the covenant people of the Lord, who were scattered upon all the face of the earth; and they were armed with righteousness and with the power of God in great glory.”

D&C 50:35 “And the Kingdom is given you of the Father, and power to overcome all things which are not ordained of Him.” 

Truth has the power to overcome all error and dissipate darkness.
Faith is the light switch that turns on the power of the Priesthood. The generator or source of power in the Priesthood is the Holy Ghost.

Authority through ordination and position carries with it associated powers.
Whatever is to be accomplished by the Power of God is right even the will of God. It will come in answer to sincere, diligent prayer. 
Truth and righteousness are essential to receive the power of the Holy Spirit. 
President Joseph F Smith said the following in 8th Oct 1905 General Conference.

“May the Spirit and power and light of the living God shine upon you, and move you to acts of righteousness, of truth, of union, of strength and of power in the priesthood of God which you hold, and which blessings have been pronounced upon you in sacred places….”

The Experience of Enoch

Moses 6:26-27: “And it came to pass that Enoch journeyed in the land, among the people, and as he journeyed, the Spirit of God descended out of heaven, and abode upon him. And he heard a voice from heaven, saying: Enoch, my son, prophesy unto this people, and say unto them—'Repent, for thus saith the Lord: I am angry with this people, and my fierce anger is kindled against them; for their hearts have waxed hard, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes cannot see afar off.”
Moses 6:32-34: “And the Lord said unto Enoch: ‘Go forth and do as I have commanded thee, and no man shall pierce thee. Open thy mouth, and it shall be filled, and I will give thee utterance, for all flesh is in my hands, and I will do as seemeth me good. Say unto this people: ‘Choose ye this day, to serve the Lord God who made you. Behold my Spirit is upon you, wherefore all thy words will I justify; and the mountains shall flee before you, and the rivers shall turn from their course; and thou shalt abide in me, and I in you; therefore, walk with me.”
Faith is Essential to have Power with God

Scriptures

See the study Faith, Belief and Confidence in Jesus Christ
Moroni 10:7: “And ye may know that he is, by the power of the Holy Ghost; wherefore I would exhort you that ye deny not the power of God; for he worketh by power according to the faith of the children of men, the same today and tomorrow, and forever.”

Moroni 7:33 “And Christ hath said- If ye have faith in me ye shall have power to do whatsoever thing is expedient in me.”

2 Nephi 27:23. “I work not among the children of men save it be according to their faith.” 

D&C 35:11 “But without faith shall not anything be shown forth except desolations upon Babylon.” 

JST Genesis 14:30-31: “For God having sworn unto Enoch and unto his seed with an oath by himself; that everyone being ordained after this order (Melchezidek Priesthood) and calling should have power, by faith, to break mountains, to divide the seas, to dry up waters, to turn them out of their course; to put at defiance the armies of nations, to divide the earth, to break every bond, to stand in the presence of God, to do all things according to His will, according to His command, subdue principalities and powers; and this by the will of the Son of God which was from the foundation of the world.…..” 

Moses 7:13: “And so great was the faith of Enoch that he led the people of God, and their enemies came to battle against them; and he spake the word of the Lord, and the earth trembled, and the mountains fled, even according to his command; and the rivers of water were turned out of their course; and the roar of the lions was heard out of the wilderness; and all nations feared greatly, so powerful was the word of Enoch, and so great was the power of the language which God had given him.”

Alma 8:30-32: “And Alma went forth, and also Amulek, among the people, to declare the words of God unto them; and they were filled with the Holy Ghost. And they had power given unto them, insomuch that they could not be confined in dungeons; neither was it possible that any man could slay them; nevertheless they did not exercise their power until they were bound in bands and cast into prison. Now, this was done that the Lord might show forth his power in them. And it came to pass that they went forth and began to preach and to prophesy unto the people, according to the spirit and power which the Lord had given them.”

Alma 18:35: “And a portion of that Spirit dwelleth in me, which giveth me knowledge, and also power according to my faith and desires which are in God.”
Helaman 5:17-19: “And it came to pass that they did preach with great power, insomuch that they did confound many of those dissenters who had gone over from the Nephites….And it came to pass that Nephi and Lehi did preach unto the Lamanites with such great power and authority, for they had power and authority given unto them that they might speak, and they also had what they should speak given unto them—Therefore they did speak unto the great astonishment of the Lamanites, to the convincing them, insomuch that there were…..”

Helaman 10:6-11: “Behold, thou art Nephi, and I am God. Behold, I declare it unto thee in the presence of mine angels, that ye shall have power over this people, and shall smite the earth with famine, and with pestilence, and destruction, according to the wickedness of this people. 
Behold, I give unto you power, that whatsoever ye shall seal on earth shall be sealed in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven; and thus shall ye have power among this people. And thus, if ye shall say unto this temple it shall be rent in twain, it shall be done. And if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou cast down and become smooth, it shall be done. And behold, if ye shall say that God shall smite this people, it shall come to pass. And now behold, I command you, that ye shall go and declare unto this people that thus saith the Lord God, who is the Almighty: Except ye repent ye shall be smitten, even unto destruction.”

4 Nephi 1:30: “Therefore they did exercise power and authority over the disciples of Jesus who did tarry with them, and they did cast them into prison; but by the power of the word of God, which was in them, the prisons were rent in twain, and they went forth doing mighty miracles among them.”
Acts 6:8: “And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people.”

Power through Prayer and Fasting

See the separate study Prayer and Fasting for many scriptures on this subject.
D&C 6:14-15: “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, blessed art thou for what thou hast done; for thou hast inquired of me, and behold, as often as thou hast inquired thou hast received instruction of my Spirit. If it had not been so, thou wouldst not have come to the place where thou art at this time. Behold, thou knowest that thou hast inquired of me and I did enlighten thy mind; and now I tell thee these things that thou mayest know that thou hast been enlightened by the Spirit of truth.”

D&C 29:1-2: “Listen to the voice of Jesus Christ your Redeemer, the Great I Am, whose mercy hath atoned for your sins. Who will gather His people even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, even as many as will hearken to my voice and humble themselves before me, and call upon me in mighty prayer.” 
D&C 46:28, 30: “And it shall come to pass that he that asketh in Spirit shall receive in Spirit…… He that asketh in the Spirit asketh according to the will of God; wherefore it is done even as he asketh.”
D&C 88:62-65: “I leave these sayings with you to ponder in your hearts, with this commandment which I give unto you, that ye shall call upon me while I am near-Draw near unto me, and I will draw unto you; seek me diligently and ye shall find me; ask and ye shall receive; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. Whatsoever ye ask the Father in my name it shall be given unto you, that is expedient for you; and if ye ask anything that is not expedient for you, it shall turn unto your condemnation.” 

D&C 103:36: “All victory and glory is brought to pass unto you through your diligence, faithfulness, and prayers of faith.”

D&C 104:82: “And inasmuch as ye are humble and faithful and call upon my name, behold, I will give you the victory.” 

1 Nephi 18:31: “And I, Nephi, did go into the mount oft, and I did pray oft unto the Lord; wherefore the Lord showed unto me great things.”

2 Nephi 4:23-24: “Behold, he hath heard my cry by day, and he hath given me knowledge by visions in the night-time. And by day have I waxed bold in mighty prayer before him; yea, my voice have I sent up on high; and angels came down and ministered unto me.” 
Fasting to obtain Power.
Alma 17:3: “But this is not all; they had given themselves to much prayer, and fasting; therefore they had the spirit of prophecy, and the spirit of revelation, and when they taught, they taught with Power and Authority of God.”

Helaman 3:35: “Nevertheless they did fast and pray oft, and did wax stronger and stronger in their humility, and firmer and firmer in the faith of Christ, unto the filling their souls with joy and consolation, yea, even to the purifying and the sanctification of their hearts, which sanctification cometh because of their yielding their hearts unto God.”
3 Nephi 27:1-2: “It came to pass that the disciples were gathered together and were united in mighty prayer and fasting. And Jesus again showed himself unto them, for they were praying unto the Father in His name….”

D&C 88:76: “I give unto you a commandment that ye shall continue in prayer and fasting from this time forth.” 
Purity is Essential to have Power with God

D&C 38:24: “And let every man esteem his brother as himself, and practice virtue and holiness before me.
D&C 46:33: “And ye must practise virtue and holiness before me continually.”
D&C 50:28-30: But no man is possessor of all things except he be purified and cleansed from all sin. And if ye are purified and cleansed from all sin, ye shall ask whatsoever you will in the name of Jesus, and it shall be done.  But know this, it shall be given you what you ask; and as ye are appointed to the head, the spirits shall be subject unto you.”

D&C 121:45-46: “…. And let virtue garnish thy thoughts unceasingly; then shall thy confidence wax strong in the presence of God and the doctrine of the priesthood shall distil upon thy soul as the dews from heaven. The Holy Ghost shall be thy constant companion and thy scepter an unchanging scepter of righteousness and truth and thy dominion shall be an everlasting dominion, and without compulsory means it shall flow unto thee forever and ever.”

Righteousness is Essential to have Power with God

D&C 121:36: “That the rights of the priesthood are inseparably connected with the powers of heaven, and that the powers of heaven cannot be controlled nor handled only upon the principles of righteousness.”

D&C 121:41-45: “No power or influence can or ought to be maintained by virtue of the Priesthood only by: 

1. by persuasion 

2. by longsuffering 

3. by gentleness and 

4. meekness, and by 

5. love unfeigned. 

6. by kindness 

7. pure knowledge, which greatly enlarge the soul without hypocrisy, and without guile-

8. Reproving betimes with sharpness, when moved upon by the Holy Ghost; and then showing forth afterwards an increase of love toward him whom thou hast reproved, lest he esteem thee to be his enemy; that he may know that thy faithfulness is stronger than the cords of death. 

9. Let thy bowels also be full of charity towards all men, and to the household of faith, and 

10. let virtue garnish thy thoughts unceasingly. 

See above v 45-46

Righteousness is a Partner to Truth and is Essential in Obtaining Power with God

D&C 76:5: “For thus saith the Lord-I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious unto those who fear me, and delight to honour those who serve me in righteousness and in truth unto the end.

Ephesians 6:14: “Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness.”

Truth is Essential to have Power with God

See the study ‘The Importance of Truth-Be Not Deceived
Truth is pure knowledge; it is to be accurate with the facts.
‘The evidence that I give shall be truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.’
Truth originates from the Godhead.
D&C 84:45: “For the word of the Lord is truth, and whatsoever is truth is light, and whatsoever is light is Spirit, even the Spirit of Jesus Christ.” 

John 17:17 “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” 

Moroni 10:4-5: “And when ye shall receive these things, I would exhort you that ye would ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name of Christ, if these things are not true; and if ye shall ask with a sincere heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ, he will manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost. And by the power of the Holy Ghost ye may know the truth of all things.”

Truth does not alter over time,
D&C 93:24-26: “And truth is knowledge of things as they are, and as they were, and as they are to come. And whatsoever is more or less than this (the truth) is the spirit of that wicked one who was a liar from the beginning. The Spirit of truth is of God. I am the Spirit of truth, and John bore record of me, saying: He received a fullness of truth, yea, even of all truth.”   

D&C 1:39: “For behold, and lo, the Lord is God, and the Spirit beareth record, and the record is true, and the truth abideth forever and ever. Amen.”


Jacob 4:13: “….For the Spirit speaketh the truth and lieth not. Wherefore, it speaketh of things as they really are, and of things as they really will be. Wherefore, these things are manifested unto us plainly, for the salvation of our souls……”

This warning applies to all:

D&C 50:9: “Wherefore, let every man beware lest he do that which is not in truth and righteousness before me.” 

Teach the truth from revelations already given.
D&C 75:4: “Lifting up your voices as with the sound of a trump, proclaiming the truth according to the revelations and commandments which I have given you.”

D&C 32:4: “And they shall give heed to that which is written, and pretend to no other revelation; and they shall pray always that I may unfold the same to their understanding.”

Truth is part of the armour of God.
D&C 27:15-16: “Wherefore, lift up your hearts and rejoice, and gird up your loins, and take upon you my whole armour that ye may be able to withstand the evil day, having done all that ye may be able to stand. Stand therefore having your loins girt about with truth.” 
Power Through the Holy Ghost

See the study Gift of the Holy Ghost-A Compass to Reach Heaven
D&C 11:21: “Seek not to declare my word, but first seek to obtain my word, and then shall your tongue be loosed; then, if you desire, you shall have my Spirit and my Word, yea, the Power of God unto the convincing of men.”
D&C 33:16: “And the Book of Mormon and the Holy Scriptures (D&C) are given of me for your instruction; and the Power of my Spirit quickeneth all things.” 

D&C 35:13: “Wherefore, I call upon the weak things of the world, those who are unlearned and despised, to thrash the nations by the Power of my Spirit.”

D&C 43:15: “Again I say, hearken ye elders of my church, whom I have appointed: Ye are not sent forth to be taught, but to teach the children of men the things which I have put into your hands by the Power of my Spirit.”
D&C 71:1, 6: “Behold, thus saith the Lord unto you my servants ….that the time has verily come that it is necessary and expedient in me that you should open your mouths in proclaiming my gospel, the things of the kingdom, expounding the mysteries thereof out of the scriptures, according to that portion of Spirit and Power which shall be given unto you, even as I will….. For unto him that receiveth it shall be given more abundantly, even power.” 

D&C 76:10: “For by my Spirit will I enlighten them, and by my power will I make known unto them the secrets of my will—yea, even those things which eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor yet entered into the heart of man.”
D&C 99:2: “And who receiveth you receiveth me; and you shall have power to declare my word in the demonstration of my Holy Spirit.”
D&C 111:8: “…shall be signalized unto you by the Peace and Power of my Spirit.”
1 Nephi 10:17, 19, 22: “And it came to pass after I, Nephi, having heard all the words of my father, concerning the things which he saw in a vision, and also the things which he spake by the power of the Holy Ghost, which power he received by faith on the Son of God--and the Son of God was the Messiah who should come--I, Nephi, was desirous also that I might see, and hear, and know of these things, by the power of the Holy Ghost, which is the Gift of God unto all those who diligently seek Him, as well in times of old as in the time that He should manifest Himself unto the children of men….. .......For he that diligently seeketh shall find; and the mysteries of God shall be unfolded unto them, by the power of the Holy Ghost, as well in these times as in times of old, and as well in times of old as in times to come; wherefore, the course of the Lord is one eternal round….. And the Holy Ghost giveth authority that I should speak these things, and deny them not.”

1 Nephi 13:37: “And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they shall have the Gift and the Power of the Holy Ghost……”

2 Nephi 33:1: “And now I, Nephi, cannot write all the things which were taught among my people; neither am I mighty in writing, like unto speaking; for when a man speaketh by the power of the Holy Ghost the power of the Holy Ghost carrieth it unto the hearts of the children of men. 
Mosiah 13:5-6: “Now it came to pass after Abinadi had spoken these words that the people of king Noah durst not lay their hands on him, for the Spirit of the Lord was upon him; and his face shone with exceeding luster, even as Moses’ did while in the mount of Sinai, while speaking with the Lord. And he spake with power and authority from God; and he continued his words, saying…..”
Alma 17:3: “But this is not all; they had given themselves to much prayer, and fasting; therefore they had the spirit of prophecy, and the spirit of revelation, and when they taught, they taught with Power and Authority of God.”

Moroni 10:6-7: “And whatsoever thing is good is just and true; wherefore, nothing that is good denieth the Christ, but acknowledgeth that He is. And ye may know that He is, by the Power of the Holy Ghost; wherefore I would exhort you that ye deny not the Power of God; for he worketh by power, according to the faith of the children of men, the same today and tomorrow, and forever.”
Moses 6:34: “Behold my Spirit is upon you, wherefore all thy words will I justify; and the mountains shall flee before you, and the rivers shall turn from their course; and thou shalt abide in me, and I in you; therefore walk with me.”
Moses 6:61: “Therefore it is given to abide in you; the Record of Heaven; the Comforter; the peaceable things of immortal glory; the truth of all things; that which quickeneth all things, which maketh alive all things; that which knoweth all things, and hath all power according to wisdom, mercy, truth, justice, and judgment.” 
Luke 1:37: “And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the Power of the Highest shall overshadow thee.”
Acts 1:8: “But ye shall receive Power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me” 
Acts 10:38: “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with Power.”

1 Corinthians 2:4: “And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.”

1 Thessalonians 1:5: “For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.”
Micah 3:8: “But truly I am full of Power by the Spirit of the Lord, and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin.”

Jesus Christ in mortality received His power through the Holy Ghost
Acts 10:38: “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with Power.”
1 Corinthians 2:4-5: “And my speech and my preaching [was] not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of Power: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the Power of God.”

The Power of God Through the Priesthood

The Priesthood is the power to accomplish in the name of the Saviour.

D&C 128:11: “Now the great and grand secret of the whole matter…..consists in obtaining the powers of the Holy Priesthood. For him to whom these keys are given there is no difficulty in obtaining a knowledge of facts in relation to the salvation of the children of men, both as well for the dead as for the living.”  

Luke 10:17-20: “And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name…..Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.”

The Keys and Powers of the Holy Melchezidek Priesthood

D&C 132:45: “For I have conferred upon you the keys and power of the priesthood, wherein I restore all things, and make known unto you all things in due time.”

D&C 107:18-19: “The Power and Authority of the higher, or Melchezidek Priesthood is to hold the keys of all the Spiritual Blessings of the church-to have the privilege of receiving the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, to have the Heavens opened unto them, to commune with the General Assembly and Church of the Firstborn, and to enjoy the communion and presence of God the Father and Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant.” 

Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 166: “…The Melchezidek Priesthood…is the channel through which all knowledge, doctrine, the plan of salvation and every important matter is revealed from Heaven. Its institutions were prior to the foundation of the earth….and is after the order of the Son of God. It is the channel through which the Almighty commenced revealing His Glory at the beginning of creation of this earth, and through which He has continued to reveal Himself to the children of men to the present time, and through which he will make known His purposes to the end of time.”

The Power of Godliness is felt in the ordinances of the Melchezidek Priesthood

D&C 84:19-22: “And this greater priesthood administereth the gospel and holdeth the key of the mysteries of the kingdom, even the key of the knowledge of God. Therefore, in the ordinances, the power of Godliness is manifest. And without the ordinances thereof, and the authority of the priesthood, the power of Godliness is not manifest unto men in the flesh; for without this no man can see the face of God, even the Father, and live.” 
The Twelve can give the power to priesthood holders to open the door of the Kingdom.
D&C 112: 21-22: “And again, I say unto you, that whosoever ye shall send in my name, by the voice of your brethren, the Twelve, duly recommended by you, shall have power to open the door of my kingdom unto any nation whithersoever ye shall send them. Inasmuch as they shall humble themselves before me, and abide in my word and hearken to the voice of my Spirit” see also D&C 84:62

The Priesthood is the Power and Authority to represent the Saviour.
Abraham 1:18-19: “Behold, I will lead thee by my hand, and I will take thee, to put upon thee my name, even the Priesthood of thy Father, and my power shall be over thee… through thy ministry my name shall be known in the earth forever, for I am thy God.” 
D&C 36:2: “And I will lay my hand upon you by the hand of my servant Sidney Rigdon and you shall receive my Spirit, the Holy Ghost….” 

The Twelve equal in power to the First Presidency

D&C 107:24: “And they form a quorum, equal in authority and power to the three presidents previously mentioned.” 

There is a need for Power in the Priesthood to accomplish the Redemption of Zion 

D&C 103:15-18 extracts:  “Behold I say unto you the Redemption of Zion must needs come by power; therefore I will raise up unto my people a man who shall lead them lake as Moses led the children of Israel….ye must needs be led out of bondage by power and with a stretched out arm. And as your fathers were led at the first, even so shall the Redemption of Zion be.” 
The Lord calls His Priesthood bearers His servants:

D&C 1:6 “Behold this is mine authority and the authority of my servants” (D&C 1:38)
The Power of the Word of God
See the study: The Doctrine and Covenants is the Word of God to this Generation 
D&C 1:29: “And after having received the record of the Nephites, yea, even my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., might have power to translate through the mercy of God, by the power of God, the Book of Mormon.”
D&C 6:2: “Behold I am God; give heed to My Word which is quick and powerful, sharper than a two edged sword to the dividing asunder of both joints and marrow; therefore give heed unto My Word.” (Repeated in D&C 11:2; 14:2; 33:1)
D&C 27:1: “Listen to the voice of Jesus Christ, your Lord, your God, and your Redeemer, whose word is quick and powerful. For behold I say unto you…..”

D&C 33:16: “And the Book of Mormon and the Holy Scriptures are given of me for your instruction; and the Power of my Spirit quickeneth all things.” 

D&C 96:5: “For behold verily I say unto you …..that my Word should go forth unto the children of men, for the purpose of subduing the hearts of the children of men for your good. Even so Amen” 
D&C 11:21: “Seek not to declare my word, but first seek to obtain my word, and then shall your tongue be loosed; then if you desire, you shall have my spirit and my word, yea the power of God unto the convincing of men” (See D&C 71:1quoted above)
Alma 37:19: “And now behold, one purpose hath he fulfilled, even to the restoration of many thousands of the Lamanites to the knowledge of the truth; and he hath shown forth his power in them, and he will also still show forth his power in them unto future generations; therefore they shall be preserved.”

Sacrifice is Required to have Power with God

See the study Sacrifice in Obedience to God’s Commandments
Moses 5:6-7: “And after many days an angel of the Lord appeared unto Adam, saying: Why dost thou offer sacrifices unto the Lord? And Adam said unto him: I know not, save the Lord commanded me. And then the angel spake, saying: This thing is a similitude of the sacrifice of the Only Begotten of the Father, which is full of grace and truth.” 

D&C 97:8: “Verily I say unto you, all among them who know their hearts are honest, and are broken, and their spirits contrite, and are willing to observe their covenants by sacrifice-yea every sacrifice which I the Lord shall command-they are accepted of me.” 

D&C 98:13-15: “And whoso layeth down his life in my cause, for my name’s sake, shall find it again, even Life Eternal. Therefore, be not afraid of your enemies, for I have decreed in my heart, saith the Lord, that I will prove you in all things, whether you will abide in my covenant, even unto death, that you may be found worthy. For if ye will not abide in my covenant ye are not worthy of me” 

Lectures on Faith 6:7a-7f

“Let us here observe, that a religion that does not require the sacrifice of all things, never has power sufficient to produce the faith necessary unto life and salvation; for from the first existence of man, the faith necessary unto the enjoyment of life and salvation never could be obtained without the sacrifice of all earthly things. It was through this sacrifice, and this only, that God has ordained that men should enjoy eternal life; and it is through the medium of the sacrifice of all earthly things, that men do actually know that they are doing the things that are well pleasing in the sight of God. 

“When a man has offered in sacrifice all that he has for the truth's sake, not even withholding his life, and believing before God that he has been called to make this sacrifice, because he seeks to do his will, he does know most assuredly that God does and will accept his sacrifice and offering, and that he has not nor will not seek his face in vain. Under these circumstances then, he can obtain the faith necessary for him to lay hold on eternal life.” 

Power in the Priesthood Given by God

Priesthood holders have no power of themselves only as the Lord graciously grants it to them through the Holy Ghost:
Helaman 10: 6-11: “Behold, thou art Nephi, and I am God. Behold, I declare it unto thee in the presence of mine angels, that ye shall have power over this people, and shall smite the earth with famine, and with pestilence, and destruction, according to the wickedness of this people. 

Behold, I give unto you power, that whatsoever ye shall seal on earth shall be sealed in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven; and thus shall ye have power among this people. And thus, if ye shall say unto this temple it shall be rent in twain, it shall be done. And if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou cast down and become smooth, it shall be done. And behold, if ye shall say that God shall smite this people, it shall come to pass. And now behold, I command you that ye shall go and declare unto this people that thus saith the Lord God, who is the Almighty: Except ye repent ye shall be smitten, even unto destruction.”

Alma 8: 30-32: “And Alma went forth, and also Amulek, among the people, to declare the words of God unto them; and they were filled with the Holy Ghost. And they had power given unto them, insomuch that they could not be confined in dungeons; neither was it possible that any man could slay them; nevertheless they did not exercise their power until they were bound in bands and cast into prison. Now, this was done that the Lord might show forth his power in them. And it came to pass that they went forth and began to preach and to prophesy unto the people, according to the spirit and power which the Lord had given them.” See ‘The Experience of Enoch’ above.
Mosiah 8:16, 18: “And Ammon said that a seer is a revelator and a prophet also; and a gift which is greater can no man have, except he should possess the power of God, which no man can; yet a man may have great power given him from God…. Thus God has provided a means that man, through faith, might work mighty miracles; therefore he becometh a great benefit to his fellow beings.”

Moses 6:32-34: “And the Lord said unto Enoch: ‘Go forth and do as I have commanded thee, and no man shall pierce thee. Open thy mouth, and it shall be filled, and I will give thee utterance, for all flesh is in my hands, and I will do as seemeth me good. Say unto this people: Choose ye this day, to serve the Lord God who made you. Behold my Spirit is upon you, wherefore all thy words will I justify; and the mountains shall flee before you, and the rivers shall turn from their course; and thou shalt abide in me, and I in you; therefore, walk with me.”

Articles
“Accessing God’s Power through Covenants” By Elder Dale G. Renlund April 2023 General Conference (extracts)

Last November, I had the privilege of dedicating the Belém Brazil Temple. It was a joy to be with the consecrated members of the Church in northern Brazil. At that time, I learned that Belém is the gateway to the region that includes the most powerful river in the world, the Amazon River.
Despite the river’s strength, twice a year something seemingly unnatural happens. When the sun, moon, and earth are aligned just so, a powerful tidal wave flows up the river, against the natural flow of the water. Waves up to 6 meters high1 traveling as far as 50 kilometers  upstream have been documented. This phenomenon, known generally as a tidal bore, is referred to locally as pororoca, or “great roar,” because of the loud noise it makes. We can correctly conclude that even the mighty Amazon must yield to heavenly powers.
Like the Amazon, we have a natural flow to our lives; we tend to do what comes naturally. Like the Amazon, with heavenly help we can do seemingly unnatural things. After all, it is not natural for us to be humble, meek, or willing to submit our wills to God. Yet only by doing so can we be transformed, return to live in the presence of God, and achieve our eternal destiny.
Unlike the Amazon, we can choose whether we yield to heavenly powers or “go with the flow.” Going against the flow may be difficult. But when we yield “to the enticings of the Holy Spirit” and put off the selfish tendencies of the natural man or woman,  we can receive the Savior’s transforming power in our lives, the power to do difficult things.
Before the earth was created, God established covenants as the mechanism by which we, His children, could unite ourselves to Him. Based on eternal, unchanging law, He specified the nonnegotiable conditions whereby we are transformed, saved, and exalted. In this life, we make these covenants by participating in priesthood ordinances and promising to do what God asks us to do, and in return, God promises us certain blessings. 
A covenant is a pledge that we should prepare for, clearly understand, and absolutely honor. Making a covenant with God is different than casually making a promise. First, priesthood authority is required. Second, a feeble promise does not have the connecting strength to lift us above the pull of the natural flow. We make a covenant only when we intend to commit ourselves quite exceptionally to fulfilling it.  We become covenant children of God and inheritors of His kingdom, especially when we identify ourselves completely with the covenant.

The term covenant path refers to a series of covenants whereby we come to Christ and connect to Him. Through this covenant bond, we have access to His eternal power. The path begins with faith in Jesus Christ and repentance, followed by baptism and receiving the Holy Ghost.  Jesus Christ showed us how to enter the path when He was baptized.  According to the New Testament Gospel accounts in Mark and Luke, Heavenly Father spoke directly to Jesus at His baptism, saying, “Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.” When we embark on the covenant path through baptism, I can imagine Heavenly Father saying a similar thing to each of us: “Thou art my dear child in whom I delight. Keep going.”
At baptism and when we partake of the sacrament, we witness that we are willing to take on ourselves the name of Jesus Christ. In this context, let us be mindful of the Old Testament commandment, “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.” To our modern ears, this sounds like a prohibition against irreverently using the Lord’s name. The commandment includes that, but its injunction is even more profound. The Hebrew word translated as “take” means to “lift up” or “carry,” as one would a banner that identifies oneself with an individual or group. The word translated as “vain” means “empty” or “deceptive.” The commandment to not take the Lord’s name in vain can thus mean, “You should not identify yourself as a disciple of Jesus Christ unless you intend to represent Him well.” 
We become His disciples and represent Him well when we intentionally and incrementally take on ourselves the name of Jesus Christ through covenants. Our covenants give us power to stay on the covenant path because our relationship with Jesus Christ and our Heavenly Father is changed. We are connected to Them by a covenantal bond.
The covenant path leads to the ordinances of the temple, such as the temple endowment. The endowment is God’s gift of sacred covenants that connect us more fully to Him. In the endowment, we covenant, first, to strive to keep the commandments of God; second, to repent with a broken heart and contrite spirit; third, to live the gospel of Jesus Christ. We do this by exercising faith in Him, making covenants with God as we receive the ordinances of salvation and exaltation, keeping those covenants throughout our lives, and striving to live the two great commandments to love God and neighbor. We covenant, fourth, to keep the law of chastity and, fifth, to dedicate ourselves and everything the Lord blesses us with to build up His Church.
By making and keeping temple covenants, we learn more about the Lord’s purposes and receive a fulness of the Holy Ghost. We receive direction for our lives. We mature in our discipleship so that we do not remain perpetual, unknowing children. Rather, we live with an eternal perspective and are more motivated to serve God and others. We receive increased capacity to fulfill our purposes in mortality. We are protected from evil, and we gain greater power to resist temptation and to repent when we stumble. When we falter, the memory of our covenants with God helps us return to the path. By connecting to God’s power, we become our own pororoca, able to go against the flow of the world, throughout our lives and into the eternities. Ultimately, our destinies are changed because the covenant path leads to exaltation and eternal life………
My grandparents Lena Sofia and Matts Leander Renlund received God’s power through their baptismal covenant when they joined the Church in 1912 in Finland. (Story of their lives)

Leander died from tuberculosis five years later when Lena was pregnant with their tenth child. That child, my father, was born two months after Leander’s death. Lena eventually buried not just her husband but also seven of her ten children. As an impoverished widow, she struggled. For 20 years she did not get a good night’s rest. During the day, she scrambled to provide food for her family. At night, she took care of dying family members. It is hard to imagine how she coped……………….

As you walk the covenant path, from baptism to the temple and throughout life, I promise you power to go against the natural worldly flow—power to learn, power to repent and be sanctified, and power to find hope, comfort, and even joy as you face life’s challenges. I promise you and your family protection against the influence of the adversary, especially when you make the temple a major focus in your life.
As you come to Christ and are connected to Him and our Heavenly Father by covenant, something seemingly unnatural happens. You are transformed and become perfected in Jesus Christ. You become a covenant child of God and an inheritor in His kingdom.28 I can imagine Him saying to you, “Thou art my dear child in whom I delight. Welcome home.” In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.”
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