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Scriptures Used in this Study

Introduction

Charity is a composite term made up of vital component parts each of which is essential to obtain the full meaning thereof. Some of the parts are:
Charity is the Love of God and fellowman. It is also a love for the Kingdom of God.
Dictionary states: love of fellow-man, kindness, affection, liberality to those in need or distress, favourable judgments. 

Charity is perfect love that does not fear. It brings peace of mind and fills with joy.
It includes a love of Deity, of fellowman, and of self.
Our Father in Heaven, and His beloved Son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost love with a perfect Love. The apostle John uses the word Love to describe the Godhead. He simply states “God is love” meaning God’s Love for His children is perfect. 
The attributes and characteristics of the Godhead show that love in perfection. Everything our Father in Heaven does is for the benefit and love of His children.
The love of Jesus Christ is gained through living His commandments, gaining an understanding and appreciation of the Atonement, and the characteristics of Deity. 
Those who are possessed of charity will be meek and lowly of heart; will suffer long, are not easily provoked, are kind, will not envy others, they do not promote themselves; are not proud; think no evil and do not enjoy wickedness at all; but rejoice in truth, light and believe in all things that are right, exercise faith unto righteousness, they hope for Eternal Life; they bear their burdens well; and they overcome and endure all things. They will have a bond or mantle of perfectness and peace.
God is Full of Love for His Children

Scriptures on the Love that Heavenly Father has for His children:
NEW TESTAMENT

John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have Everlasting Life.” 
John 15:9: “As the Father hath loved me so I loved you: continue ye in my love” 
John 15:13: “Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for His friends.”
John 16:27: “For the Father Himself loveth you because ye have loved me and have believed that I came out from God”
John 17:23: “I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me”
2 Thessalonians 2:16: “Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us and…” 
 1 John 3:1: “Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us that we should be called the Sons of God….”  
1 John 3:16: “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us….”
1 John 4:7-11: “Beloved let us love one another for love is of God….. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love….In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent His Only Begotten Son into the world….Herein is love, not that we loved God; But that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.”
1 John 4:16: “And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and He that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God and God in Him” 
1 John 4:18-19: “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear…he that feareth is not made perfect in love. We love Him, because He first loved us.  See Moroni 8:16
Revelation 1:5-6: “And from Jesus Christ, [who is] the faithful witness, [and] the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto Him that loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood”
Romans 5:8: “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
2 Corinthians 5:8: “Finally brethren farewell; Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.”
1 Nephi 11:16-17: “And he said unto me: Knowest thou the condescension of God? And I said unto him: I know that He loveth His children; nevertheless, I do not know the meaning of all things.” 
Book of Mormon
2 Nephi 1:15: “But behold, the Lord hath redeemed my soul from hell; I have beheld His glory, and I am encircled about eternally in the arms of His Love.” (Lehi)
2 Nephi 26:24:“He doeth not anything save it be for the benefit of the world; for He loveth the world, even that He layeth down His own life that He may draw all men unto Him.” 
Mosiah 4:11-12: “And again I say unto you as I have said before, that as ye have come to the knowledge of the Glory of God, or if ye have known of His Goodness and have tasted of His love, and have received a remission of your sins, which causeth such exceedingly great joy in your souls even so I would that ye should remember, and always retain in remembrance, the greatness of God, and your own nothingness, and his goodness and long-suffering towards you, unworthy creatures, and humble yourselves even in the depths of humility, calling on the name of the Lord daily, and standing steadfastly in the faith of that which is to come, which was spoken by the mouth of the angel. And behold, I say unto you that if ye do this ye shall always rejoice, and be filled with the Love of God, and always retain a remission of your sins; and ye shall grow in the knowledge of the Glory of Him that created you, or in the knowledge of that which is just and true.” 
Ether 12:33-37: “And again, I remember that thou hast said that thou hast loved the world, even unto the laying down of thy life for the world, that thou mightest take it again to prepare a place for the children of men. And now I know that this love which thou hast had for the children of men is Charity; wherefore, except men shall have Charity they cannot inherit that place which thou hast prepared in the mansions of thy Father. 
Wherefore, I know by this thing which thou hast said, that if the Gentiles have not charity, because of our weakness, that thou wilt prove them, and take away their talent, yea, even that which they have received, and give unto them who shall have more abundantly. And it came to pass that I prayed unto the Lord that he would give unto the Gentiles grace, that they might have charity. And it came to pass that the Lord said unto me: If they have not charity it mattereth not unto thee, thou hast been faithful; wherefore, thy garments shall be made clean. And because thou hast seen thy weakness thou shalt be made strong, even unto the sitting down in the place which I have prepared in the mansions of my Father.”

Old Testament

Deuteronomy 7:7-8: “The Lord did not set His love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people. But because the Lord loved you and because he would keep the oath…..”
Isaiah 63:7-9: “I will mention the loving-kindnesses of the Lord, [and] the praises of the Lord, according to all that the Lord hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the House of Israel, which He hath bestowed on them according to His mercies, and according to the multitude of His loving-kindnesses. For He said, ‘Surely they [are] my people, children [that] will not lie so He was their Saviour. In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old.”
Jeremiah 31:3: “The Lord hath appeared unto me saying, ‘Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with loving kindness have I drawn thee (to me).”
Doctrine and Covenants

D&C 133:52-53 “And now the year of my redeemed is come; and they shall mention the loving kindness of their Lord, and all that He has bestowed upon them according to His goodness, and according to His loving kindness, forever and ever. In all their afflictions He was afflicted. And the Angel of His presence saved them; and in His love, and in His pity, He redeemed them, and bore them, and carried them all the days of old” 

The Lord Chastens those He loves

Revelations 3:19: “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten; be zealous therefore, and repent.”  

D&C 95:1: “Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you whom I love, and whom I love I also chasten that their sins may be forgiven, for with the chastisement I prepare a way for their deliverance in all things out of temptation, and I have loved you”

Quotes 
God is full of Love

 “….In the exercise of faith in God is the idea that He is Love, for with all the other Excellencies in His character, without this one to influence them, they could not have such powerful dominion over the minds of men. But when the idea is planted in the mind that He is Love who cannot see the just ground that men of every nation, kindred and tongue have to exercise faith in God so as to obtain Eternal Life…..what is the motivating force that warms you more than any other? Love. What is feeling that almost instantly floods your soul when you think of the Saviour? Love. With all the other virtues of character if love is lacking the thing is cold, and God is the perfection of love.” Quotation from the Book “Life Eternal” by Lynn McKinley page 27

“God loved us so He sent His Son, Christ Jesus the Atoning One, to show us by the path He trod, the one and only way to God.” Hymn 187

Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf stated: “Think of the purest, most all-consuming love you can imagine. Now multiply that love by an infinite amount—that is the measure of God’s love for you………He loves us because He is filled with an infinite measure of holy, pure, and indescribable love. We are important to God not because of our résumé but because we are His children. He loves every one of us, even those who are flawed, rejected, awkward, sorrowful, or broken. God’s love is so great that He loves even the proud, the selfish, the arrogant, and the wicked.” Oct 2009 General Conference

The Commandment to have Charity applies to All

2 Nephi 26:30: “…. Wherefore, the Lord God hath given a commandment that all men should have charity, which charity is love. And except they should have charity they were nothing. Wherefore, if they should have charity they would not suffer the laborer in Zion to perish.”

D&C 121:45: “Let thy bowels also be full of charity toward all men, and to the household of faith”
D&C 124:116: “And let him repent of all his folly, and clothe himself with charity; and cease to do evil and lay aside all his hard speeches.”
Moroni 7:46-47: “Wherefore, my beloved brethren, if ye have not charity, ye are nothing, for charity never faileth. Wherefore, cleave unto charity, which is the greatest of all, for all things must fail—.  But charity is the pure love of Christ, and it endureth forever; and whoso is found possessed of it at the last day, it shall be well with him.”
Moroni 10:20-21: “Wherefore, there must be faith; and if there must be faith there must also be hope; and if there must be hope there must also be charity. And except ye have charity ye can in nowise be saved in the kingdom of God; neither can ye be saved in the Kingdom of God if ye have not faith; neither can ye if ye have no hope.” (See Ether 12:34 above)

1 Timothy 1:5: “Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and [of] a good conscience, and [of] faith unfeigned:”

Faith Hope and Charity

1 Corinthians 13:13: “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.”

Alma 7:24: “And see that ye have faith, hope, and charity, and then ye will always abound in good works.”

Ether 12:28: “Behold, I will show unto the Gentiles their weakness, and I will show unto them that faith, hope and charity bringeth unto me—the fountain of all righteousness.” 

D&C 12:8: “And no one can assist in this work except he shall be humble and full of love, having faith, hope and charity, being temperate in all things whatsoever shall be entrusted to his care.” 

John 13:34-35: “A new commandment I give unto you, ‘That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”

The Commandment to Love God 
Matthew 22:36-40: “Master which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the First and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets”

D&C 59:5-6: “Wherefore, I give unto them a commandment, saying thus: ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy might, mind, and strength; and in the name of Jesus Christ thou shalt serve him. Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
D&C 20:17-19: “By these things we know that there is a God in Heaven, who is Infinite and Eternal, from Everlasting to Everlasting the same unchangeable God, the framer of Heaven and Earth, and all things which are in them. And that He created man, male and female, after His own image and in His own likeness, created He them; And gave unto them commandments that they should Love and Serve Him, the only living and true God, and that He should be the only being whom they should worship.” 
D&C 29:12: “….That mine Apostles, the Twelve which were with me in my ministry at Jerusalem, shall stand at my right hand at the day of my coming in a pillar of fire, being clothed with robes of righteousness, with crowns upon their heads, in glory even as I am, to judge the whole House of Israel, even as many as have loved me and kept my commandments, and none else.”
The Gifts of the Spirit are given to those who Love God and strive to keep His commandments: D&C 46:9: “For verily I say unto you, they are given for the benefit of those who love me and keep all my commandments, and him that seeketh so to do; that all may be benefited that seek or that ask of me, that ask and not for a sign that they may consume it upon their lusts.”
1 Corinthians 2:9-10: “But as it is written, eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed [them] unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea the deep things of God.”
1 Corinthians 16:14: “Let all your things be done with charity”
Ephesians 3:17-19: “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what [is] the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.” 

Romans 8:28: “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to [his] purpose.”
1 Peter 4:8: “And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves; for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.”

Jude 1:21: “Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto Eternal Life.”
Deuteronomy 6:4-5: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God [is] one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” 
1 Nephi 11:21-22: “And the angel said unto me: ‘Behold the Lamb of God, yea, even the Son of the Eternal Father! Knowest thou the meaning of the tree which thy father saw?’ And I answered him, saying: ‘Yea, it is the love of God, which sheddeth itself abroad in the hearts of the children of men; wherefore, it is the most desirable above all things.” 
Mosiah 13:14: “And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments”
Moroni 8:26: “And the remission of sins bringeth meekness, and lowliness of heart; and because of meekness and lowliness of heart cometh the visitation of the Holy Ghost, which Comforter filleth with hope and perfect love, which love endureth by diligence unto prayer, until the end shall come, when all the saints shall dwell with God.”
John 5:42-43: “But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you. I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.” 

The Saints are to Love God Above All Things

Matthew 10:37: “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”
John 21:15-17: “So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto Him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. He saith to him again the second time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto Him, Yea Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. He saith unto him the third time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because He said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto Him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.”
See the talk by President Ezra T. Benson at the end of this study
The Qualities of those that have Charity
Moroni 7:43-48: “And again, behold I say unto you that he cannot have faith and hope, save he shall be meek, and lowly of heart. If so, his faith and hope is vain, for none is acceptable before God, save the meek and lowly in heart; and if a man be meek and lowly in heart, and confesses by the power of the Holy Ghost that Jesus is the Christ, he must needs have charity; for if he have not charity he is nothing; wherefore he must needs have charity. 
And charity suffereth long, and is kind, and envieth not, and is not puffed up, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, and rejoiceth not in iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth, beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Wherefore, my beloved brethren, if ye have not charity, ye are nothing, for charity never faileth. Wherefore, cleave unto charity, which is the greatest of all, for all things must fail. -- But charity is the pure love of Christ, and it endureth forever; and whoso is found possessed of it at the last day, it shall be well with him. Wherefore, my beloved brethren, pray unto the Father with all the energy of heart, that ye may be filled with this love, which He hath bestowed upon all who are true followers of his Son, Jesus Christ; that ye may become the sons of God; that when He shall appear we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is; that we may have this hope; that we may be purified even as He is pure.”  

I Corinthians 13:4-8: “Charity suffereth long, [and] is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Charity never faileth: but whether [there be] prophecies, they shall fail; whether [there be] tongues they shall cease; whether [there be] knowledge, it shall vanish away.” 
Part of having charity is the desire to express appreciation, praise and rejoicing in the Lord.
Qualities which are Essential to Obtain Charity

D&C 4:5-6: “And faith, hope, charity and love, with an eye single to the glory of God, qualify him for the work. Remember faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, brotherly kindness, godliness, charity, humility, diligence.” 

2 Peter 1:5-10:“And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make [you that ye shall] neither [be] barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall” 
D&C 107:30-31: “The decisions of these quorums, or either of them, are to be made in all righteousness, in holiness, and lowliness of heart, meekness and longsuffering, and in faith, and virtue, and knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and charity; because the promise is, if these things abound in them they shall not be unfruitful in the knowledge of the Lord.” 
The Prophet Joseph Smith always exemplified the pure love of Christ. Many asked why he gained so many followers and retained them. His answer: “It is because I possess the principle of love.” DHC History of the Church 5:498:      .
Alma 13:28-29: “But that ye would humble yourselves before the Lord, and call on His Holy name, and watch and pray continually, that ye may not be tempted above that which ye can bear, and thus be led by the Holy Spirit, becoming humble, meek, submissive, patient, full of love, and all longsuffering, having faith on the Lord; having a hope that ye shall receive Eternal Life; having the Love of God always in your hearts, that ye may be lifted up at the last day and enter into His Rest” 
4 Nephi 1:15: “And it came to pass that there was no contention in the land, because of the Love of God which did dwell in the hearts of the people.”
Moroni 10:32: “Yea, come unto Christ, and be perfected in him, and deny yourselves of all ungodliness; and if ye shall deny yourselves of all ungodliness, and love God with all your might, mind and strength, then is his grace sufficient for you, that by his grace ye may be perfect in Christ; and if by the grace of God ye are perfect in Christ, ye can in nowise deny the power of God.”
What can Separate the Saints from the Love of Jesus Christ?

Romans 8:35-39: “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? [shall] tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, ‘For thy sake we are killed all the daylong; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter’. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,  nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the Love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
Romans 5:4-5: “And patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; because the Love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” 

Charity is Perfection and brings Peace

D&C 88:125: “And above all things clothe yourselves with the bond of charity, as with a mantle, which is the bond of perfectness and peace.”
Colossians 3:14-15: “And above all these things [put on] charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts…”
Keeping the Commandments Shows Love for God
D&C 6:20: “Be faithful and diligent in keeping the commandments of God, and I will encircle thee in the arms of my love.” 
D&C 42:29: “If thou lovest me thou shalt serve me and keep all my commandments.”
D&C 95:12: “If you keep not my commandments, the love of the Father shall not continue with you, therefore you shall walk in darkness” 
John 14:15: “If ye love me, keep my commandments” 
John 14:21, 23-24: “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me; and He that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love Him and will manifest myself to Him……If a man love me, he will keep my words: and My Father will love Him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine but the Father’s which sent me.” 
I John 2:3-5: “And hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in Him. But whoso keepeth His word in him verily is the Love of God perfected: herby know we that we are of Him” see 2 John: 6
1 John 5:3-4: “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep His commandments. For this is the love of God that we keep His commandments, and His commandments are not grievous” 
John 15:9-10: “As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. If ye keep my commandments ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.” 
D&C 76:116-118: “Neither is man capable to make them known, for they are only to be seen and understood by the power of the Holy Spirit, which God bestows on those who love him, and purify themselves before Him; To whom he grants this privilege of seeing and knowing for themselves; That through the power and manifestation of the Spirit, while in the flesh, they may be able to bear His presence in the world of glory. 

D&C 20:31: “And we know also that sanctification….. is just and true to all those who love and serve God with all their mights, minds and strength.” 
Deuteronomy 11:1: “Therefore thou shalt love the Lord thy God, and keep His charge, and His statutes, and His judgments, and His commandments, always.” 

Charity Casts Out Fear

Moroni 8:16-17: “Wo be unto them that shall pervert the ways of the Lord after this manner, for they shall perish except they repent. Behold, I speak with boldness, having authority from God; and I fear not what man can do; for perfect love casteth out all fear. And I am filled with charity, which is everlasting love; wherefore, all children are alike unto me; wherefore, I love little children with a perfect love; and they are all alike and partakers of salvation.” 
1 John 4:18: “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear…he that feareth is not made perfect in love.”
Appreciation of the Atonement fills the Heart with a Love of God

Nathan E. Tanner: “Thus through being the Son of God, living a sinless life, shedding His blood in the garden, sacrificing himself on the cross, and being resurrected, Our Lord Jesus Christ made a perfect atonement available. When we learn the truth and power of these facts our hearts are filled with love for God our Father and His Son Jesus Christ, and we ever want to thank God for His plan and love on our behalf. It is the greatest story and message God can give to us- to let us know the reality of the Atonement and then how we can make it fully effective in our lives in order that we can return to live with Him.” April 1982 Ensign

Marion G. Romney: “Contemplation of the Atonement—by which I am assured of resurrection and given opportunity, through faith and repentance and faithfulness unto the end, to obtain remission of my sins—moves me to the most intense gratitude and appreciation of which my soul is capable, and I respond unstintingly to the theme: “Oh, it is wonderful that he should care for me, enough to die for me.” (“I Stand All Amazed,” Hymns, no. 80) “The Resurrection of Jesus,” Ensign, Apr 1985, Page 3 Read the whole talk
Nothing can be Accomplished Without Charity?

D&C 18:19 “And if you have not faith, hope, and charity, you can do nothing.”

1 Corinthians 13:1-3: “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become [as] sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have [the gift of] prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed [the poor], and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.” 
Moroni 7:46-47: “Wherefore, my beloved brethren, if ye have not charity, ye are nothing, for charity never faileth. Wherefore, cleave unto charity, which is the greatest of all, for all things must fail—.  But charity is the pure love of Christ, and it endureth forever; and whoso is found possessed of it at the last day, it shall be well with him.”
Luke 11:42: “But woe unto you, Pharisee! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the Love of God: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.
Love of Fellowman
Part of having charity is to love ones fellowman.
Latter-Day Saints show their love for their fellow-beings by showing respect, friendship, kindness, affection, warmth, caring, empathy, listening, forgiving, esteeming, appreciating goodness, wanting others to succeed, providing needs, correcting (discipline, reproof) when needed, and keeping promises.
D&C 12:8: “And no one can assist in this work except he shall be humble and full of love, having faith, hope and charity, being temperate in all things whatsoever shall be entrusted to his care.” 
D&C 121:45: “Let thy bowels also be full of charity toward all men, and to the household of faith”
D&C 59:6: “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself” See also Mosiah 23:15
Matthew 22:39: “And the second is like unto it; “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself” 
D&C 112:11: “But let thy love be for them as thyself; and let thy love abound unto all men and unto all who love my name” See D&C 12:8; D&C 4:5; 2 Nephi 31:20
D&C 88:123: “See that ye love one another”
D&C 121:41: “No power or influence can or ought to be maintained by virtue of the Priesthood only by……Love unfeigned”
D&C 42:45: “Thou shalt live together in love, insomuch that thou shalt weep for the loss of them that die, and more especially for those that have not hope of a glorious resurrection.”3 
3 Nephi 12:43-45: “And behold it is written also that thou shalt love thy neighbour and hate thine enemy; but behold I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them who despitefully use you and persecute you; that ye may be the children of your Father in Heaven.” see Matt 5:43-46
Matthew 7:12: “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them; for this is the law and the prophets.”
John 15:12: “This is my commandment, ‘That ye love one another, as I have loved you’.”
John 15:17: “These things I command you that ye love one another.”
1 Thessalonians 4:9: “But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.”
1 John 2:8-11: “Again, a new commandment I write unto you…..because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth. He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.” 
1 John 3:10-11: “In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.”
1 John 3:23: “And this is His commandment that we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as He gave us commandment.”
1 John 4:7-9, 11: “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this was manifested the Love of God toward us, because that God sent His Only Begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him…… Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.” 
1 John 4:20-21: “If a man say I love God and hateth his brother, he is a liar; for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And this commandment have we from Him, that he who loveth God love his brother also.”
Moses 7:33: “Also given commandment that they should love one another and that they should choose me their Father” 
With Brotherly Love Members Esteem their Fellow Saints
D&C 38:25: “And again I say unto you let every man esteem his brother as himself” 
Matthew 22:40: “And the King shall answer and say unto them, “Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done [it] unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done [it] unto me.” See v 33-46
Romans 12:9: “Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good”

Mosiah 23:7: “But he said unto them: Behold, it is not expedient that we should have a king; for thus saith the Lord: Ye shall not esteem one flesh above another, or one man shall not think himself above another; therefore I say unto you it is not expedient that ye should have a king.”
Mosiah 27:4: “That they should let no pride nor haughtiness disturb their peace; that every man should esteem his neighbor as himself, laboring with their own hands for their support.”
Articles and Quotes
Love by Joseph A. Cannon Deseret News 3 Sept 2009

“In Greek, there are four words or concepts generally translated into English using the single word "love." These "four loves" have very different meanings. C.S. Lewis wrote a wonderful book called "The Four Loves" in which he examines each of the definitions of love.

Briefly, the four loves are first, affection (Greek: storge). This is the type of fondness that results in familiarity, particularly among family members but also among people thrown together by circumstances. It sometimes describes our affectionate feelings for pets.

Second, friendship (Greek: philia). This is a bond between people who share common interests or activities. Lewis says this type of friendship exists when there is something for a friendship to be about. This is different from companionship and more related to common purposes.

Third, eros (actually the Greek word). This is the love people mean when they say, "We are in love." This is also the type of love that is said to be "blind" in the sense of a devotion that often ignores deficiencies in the one loved.

Finally, caritas (Greek: agape). This is the love most commonly referred to in scripture and has a sense of unconditional love. Specifically the Greek definition is "the active love of God for his Son and his people, and the active love his people are to have for God and each other, even enemies." Noted Greek scholar W. E. Vine defines agape as "Christian love, whether exercised toward (church members), or toward (mankind) generally, is not an impulse from the feelings, it does not run with the natural inclinations, nor does it spend itself only upon those for whom some affinity is discovered. Love seeks the welfare of all. When speaking of God, it expresses the deep and constant love and interest of a perfect being toward entirely unworthy objects."

As noted in the Greek definition, this type of love is demonstrated by action with no expectation of reward. Lewis says this type of "love is something more stern and splendid than mere kindness." Further this type of "love is not affectionate feeling, but a steady wish for the loved person's ultimate good as far as it can be obtained."

It is important to understand that the word love, as used in John 3:16 and Ephesians 5:25, is exactly this same word, caritas/agape. Thus God freely gave his Only Begotten Son entirely for our benefit with no expectation of reward. The Savior also expressed this type of love by voluntarily submitting himself to the cross solely for the benefit of us fallen creatures. So also, Paul instructs husbands to love their wives "even as Christ also loved the church and gave himself for it" (Ephesians 5:25)
 “The Great Commandment—Love the Lord” Ezra Taft Benson
“My dear brethren and sisters, I thank the Lord that He in His kindness has permitted me to join with you in another glorious general conference of the Church. How I have been blessed as a result of your faith and prayers during the past few months…..
The great test of life is obedience to God. “We will prove them herewith,” said the Lord, “to see if they will do all things whatsoever the Lord their God shall command them” (Abr. 3:25).

The great task of life is to learn the Will of the Lord and then do it.

The great commandment of life is to love the Lord.
“Come unto Christ,” exhorts Moroni in his closing testimony, “… and love God with all your might, mind and strength” (Moro. 10:32).

This, then, is the first and great commandment: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength” Mark 12:30; (see also Matt. 22:37; Deut. 6:5; Luke 10:27; Moro. 10:32; D&C 59:5).

It is the pure love of Christ, called charity, that the Book of Mormon testifies is the greatest of all—that never faileth, that endureth forever, that all men should have, and that without which they are nothing (see Moro. 7:44–47; 2 Ne. 26:30).

“Wherefore, my beloved brethren,” pleads Moroni, “pray unto the Father with all the energy of [your] heart, that ye may be filled with this love, which he hath bestowed upon all who are true followers of his Son, Jesus Christ; that ye may become the sons of God; that when he shall appear we shall be like him” (Moro. 7:48).

In the closing accounts of both the Jaredites and the Nephites, Moroni records that except men shall have this pure love of Christ, called charity, they cannot inherit that place which Christ has prepared in the mansions of His Father nor can they be saved in the Kingdom of God (see Ether 12:34; Moro. 10:21).

The fruit that Lehi partook of in his vision and that filled his soul with exceeding great joy and that was most desirable above all things was the love of God.

To love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength is all-consuming and all-encompassing. It is no lukewarm endeavour. It is total commitment of our very being—physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually—to a love of the Lord.

The breadth, depth, and height of this Love of God extend into every facet of one’s life. Our desires, be they spiritual or temporal, should be rooted in a love of the Lord. Our thoughts and affections should be cantered on the Lord. “Let all thy thoughts be directed unto the Lord,” said Alma, “yea, let the affections of thy heart be placed upon the Lord forever” (Alma 37:36).

Why did God put the first commandment first? Because He knew that if we truly loved Him we would want to keep all of His other commandments. “For this is the love of God,” says John, “that we keep his commandments” (1 Jn. 5:3; see also 2 Jn. 1:6).

We must put God in the forefront of everything else in our lives. He must come first, just as He declares in the first of His Ten Commandments: “Thou shalt have no other gods before me” (Ex. 20:3).

When we put God first, all other things fall into their proper place or drop out of our lives. Our love of the Lord will govern the claims for our affection, the demands on our time, the interests we pursue, and the order of our priorities.

We should put God ahead of everyone else in our lives.

When Joseph was in Egypt, what came first in his life—God, his job, or Pasiphae’s wife? When she tried to seduce him, he responded by saying, “How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” (Gen. 39:9).

Joseph was put in prison because he put God first. If we were faced with a similar choice, where would we place our first loyalty? Can we put God ahead of security, peace, passions, wealth, and the honours of men?

When Joseph was forced to choose, he was more anxious to please God than to please his employer’s wife. When we are required to choose, are we more anxious to please God than our boss, our teacher, our neighbor, or our date?

The Lord said, “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me” (Matt. 10:37). One of the most difficult tests of all is when you have to choose between pleasing God or pleasing someone you love or respect—particularly a family member.

Nephi faced that test and handled it well when his good father temporarily murmured against the Lord (see 1 Ne. 16:18–25). Job maintained his integrity with the Lord even though his wife told him to curse God and die (see Job 2:9–10).

The scripture says, “Honour thy father and thy mother” (Ex. 20:12; see also Mosiah 13:20). Sometimes one must choose to honor Heavenly Father over a mortal father.

We should give God, the Father of our spirits, an exclusive pre-eminence in our lives. He has a prior parental claim on our eternal welfare, ahead of all other ties that may bind us here or hereafter.

God our Father, Jesus, our Elder Brother and our Redeemer, and the Holy Ghost, the Testator, are perfect. They know us best and love us most and will not leave one thing undone for our eternal welfare. Should we not love them for it and honor them first?

There are faithful members who joined the Church in spite of the objections of their mortal relatives. By putting God first, many later became the instruments to lead those loved ones into the kingdom of God.

Jesus said, “I do always those things that please [God]” (John 8:29).What is the condition in our homes? Are we striving to put the Lord first and to please Him?

Fathers, would it please the Lord if there were daily family prayer and scripture reading in your home? And what about the holding of weekly home evenings and periodically having individual time with your wife and each child? And if your child went temporarily astray, do you think it would please the Lord and He would honor your efforts if you continued to live an exemplary life, consistently prayed and frequently fasted for that child, and kept the name of that son or daughter on the temple prayer roll?

You mothers who are especially charged with the righteous rearing of the youth of Zion, are you not putting God first when you honor your divine calling by not leaving the home front to follow the ways of the world? Our mothers put God first when they fill their highest mission within the walls of their own homes.

Children, do you pray for your parents? Do you try to support them in their noble endeavors? They will make mistakes, as you do, but they have a divine mission to accomplish in your life. Will you help them do so? Will you add honor to their name and bring comfort and support to them in their older years?

If someone wants to marry you outside the Temple, whom will you strive to please—God or a mortal? If you insist on a Temple Marriage, you will be pleasing the Lord and blessing the other party. Why? Because that person will either become worthy to go to the Temple—which would be a blessing—or will leave—which could also be a blessing—because neither of you should want to be unequally yoked (see 2 Cor. 6:14).

You should qualify for the temple. Then you will know that there is no one good enough for you to marry outside the temple. If such individuals are that good, they will get themselves in a condition so that they too can be married in the temple. We bless our fellowmen the most when we put the first commandment first.

“Whatever God requires is right,” said the Prophet Joseph Smith (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1979, p. 256)
—and so Nephi slew Laban. And God asked Abraham to sacrifice Isaac. Had Abraham loved Isaac more than God, would he have consented? As the Lord indicates in the Doctrine and Covenants, both Abraham and Isaac now sit as Gods (see D&C 132:37). They were willing to offer or to be offered up as God required. They have a deeper love and respect for each other because both were willing to put God first.

The Book of Mormon teaches that “it must needs be, that there is an opposition in all things” (2 Ne. 2:11)—and so there is. Opposition provides choices, and choices bring consequences—good or bad. The Book of Mormon explains that men “are free to choose liberty and eternal life, through the great Mediator of all men, or to choose captivity and death, according to the captivity and power of the devil” (2 Ne. 2:27).

God loves us; the devil hates us. God wants us to have a fulness of joy as He has. The devil wants us to be miserable as he is. God gives us commandments to bless us. The devil would have us break these commandments to curse us.

Daily, constantly, we choose by our desires, our thoughts, and our actions whether we want to be blessed or cursed, happy or miserable. One of the trials of life is that we do not usually receive immediately the full blessing for righteousness or the full cursing for wickedness. That it will come is certain, but ofttimes there is a waiting period that occurs, as was the case with Job and Joseph.

In the meantime the wicked think they are getting away with something. The Book of Mormon teaches that the wicked “have joy in their works for a season, [but] by and by the end cometh, and they are hewn down and cast into the fire, from whence there is no return” (3 Ne. 27:11).

During this testing time the righteous must continue to love God, trust in His promises, be patient, and be assured, as the poet said, that—

Who does God’s work will get God’s pay, 
However long may seem the day, 
However weary be the way. 
No mortal hand, God’s hand can stay, 
He may not pay as others pay, 
In gold, or lands, or raiment’s gay, 
In goods that perish and decay; 
But God’s high wisdom knows a way, 
And this is sure, let come what may— 
Who does God’s work will get God’s pay. 
(Anonymous)

I testify to you that God’s pay is the best pay that this world or any other world knows anything about. And it comes in full abundance only to those who love the Lord and put Him first.

The great test of life is obedience to God.

The great task of life is to learn the will of the Lord and then do it.

The great commandment of life is, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength” (Mark 12:30).

May God bless us to put the first commandment first and, as a result, reap peace in this life and eternal life with a fulness of joy in the life to come, I pray in the name of Jesus Christ.” Ensign, May 1988. April 1988 General Conference 
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