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Introduction

See the study Making Our Calling and Election Sure-Sealed unto Eternal life
The word endow has two related meanings: “to bestow a gift” and “to clothe upon.” 
The Holy Endowment as administered in the Temple is a concise version of the plan of salvation. It shows the path to pursue to be sealed unto Eternal life in the Celestial Kingdom. The endowment gives a step by step process by which an individual is able to be received through the veil into fellowship with God. The purpose of the endowment is explained right at the beginning in the washings and anointings. The goal is to become “Kings and Priests, Queens and Priestesses unto the Most High God.”
D&C 76:56-58: “They are they who are priests and kings, who have received of His Fulness, and of his Glory; and are Priests of the Most High, after the order of Melchizedek, which was after the order of Enoch, which was after the order of the Only Begotten Son. Wherefore, as it is written, they are Gods, even the Sons of God.”

The Anointing given in the ‘washings and anointings’ needs to be sealed through faithfulness to the covenants given in the endowment  
D&C 109:35: “Let the anointing of thy ministers be sealed upon them with power from on high.”

The complete endowment ordinance opens the door for individuals to make their calling and election sure and receive the blessing outlined in the scriptures above. 
2 Peter 1:10-11: “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure; for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall; for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”

As Peter explained the ‘more sure word of prophesy’ is being sealed up unto Eternal life
2 Peter 1:18-19: “And this voice which came from Heaven we heard when we were with Him in the Holy Mount. We have also a ‘more sure word of prophecy’; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed…”

In interpretation of the above words of Peter the Prophet Joseph explained: 
D&C 131:5: “The more sure word of prophecy means a man's knowing that he is sealed up unto Eternal Life, by revelation and the Spirit of Prophecy, through the power of the Holy Priesthood.”

The Second Comforter
The laying on hands for the Gift of the Holy Ghost opens the door to receive the blessings of the First Comforter to those who are worthy. The ordinance of the Holy Endowment opens the door to receive the blessings of the Second Comforter, the Lord Jesus Christ as soon as the person is prepared to receive that Gift.
The endowment is therefore about receiving the Second Comforter in this life and conversing with the Lord through the veil that separates mortals from the Heavens. 

The Prophet Joseph Smith explained how the Saints can receive the Second Comforter: (words in brackets added)

“There are two Comforters spoken of. One is the Holy Ghost, the same as given on the day of Pentecost, and that all saints receive after faith, repentance, and baptism. This first Comforter or Holy Ghost has no other effect than pure intelligence. It is powerful in expanding the mind, enlightening the understanding, and storing the intellect with present knowledge…….it is calm and serene….

“After a person has faith in Christ, repents of his sins, and is baptized for the remission of his sins and receives the Holy Ghost, which is the first Comforter, then let him continue to humble himself before God, hungering and thirsting after righteousness, and living by every Word of God, (obey all the covenants of the endowment) and the Lord will soon say unto him, Son, thou shalt be exalted. When the Lord has thoroughly proved him, and finds that the man is determined to serve Him at all hazards, then the man will find his calling and election made sure, then it will be his privilege to receive the other Comforter, (converse with the Lord through the veil) which the Lord hath promised the Saints, as is recorded in the testimony of St. John, in the 14th chapter from the 12th to the 27th verses.” HC 3:380
The Saviour will manifest Himself in various ways to those who receive the promise of the Second Comforter
John 14:18-21, 23: “I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I [am] in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.”
The Second Comforter is the same as receiving the Holy Spirit of Promise.

D&C 88:3-5: “Wherefore, I now send upon you another Comforter, even upon you my friends that it may abide in your hearts, even the Holy Spirit of Promise, which other Comforter is the same that I promised unto my disciples, as is recorded in the testimony of John. This Comforter is the promise which I give unto you of Eternal Life, even the Glory of the Celestial Kingdom. Which glory is that of the Church of the Firstborn, even of God, the holiest of all, through Jesus Christ His Son.”
Church of the Firstborn

Individuals who receive the Second Comforter become part of the Church of the Firstborn

D&C 76:53-54: “And who overcome by faith, and are sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise, which the Father sheds forth upon all those who are just and true. They are they who are the Church of the Firstborn.”

D&C 93:22: “And all those who are begotten through me are partakers of the glory of the same, and are the Church of the Firstborn.”
Clean from the Blood of this Generation

Paul the Apostle received this great blessing

Acts 20:26: “Wherefore I take you to record this day that I am pure from the blood of all men”
Garments and Robes of Righteousness

When a person becomes clean from the ‘blood and sins’ of their generation their garments are symbolically washed white through the Atoning blood of Christ. 
Alma 13:11-12: “Therefore they were called after this Holy Order, and were sanctified, and their garments were washed white through the blood of the Lamb. Now they, after being sanctified by the Holy Ghost, having their garments made white, being pure and spotless before God.”
Nephi was shown in vision those who attained to this blessing when the Saviour appeared to the saints on the American Continent: 

1 Nephi 12:10-11: “And these twelve ministers whom thou beholdest shall judge thy seed. And behold, they are righteous forever; for because of their faith in the Lamb of God their garments are made white in His blood. And the angel said unto me: Look! And I looked, and beheld three generations pass away in righteousness; and their garments were white even like unto the Lamb of God. And the angel said unto me: These are made white in the blood of the Lamb, because of their faith in Him.” 
The Garment of the Holy Priesthood is given to all who participate in the endowment. It is both a reminder of the sacred covenants entered into and a protection from the power of the adversary. 
Isaiah testified: 
Isaiah 61:10: “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation. He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh herself with ornaments and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.”
The Prophet Joseph also prayed for the time when the church would be clothed with garments that are pure and with robes of righteousness: 

D&C 109:76: “That our garments may be pure, that we may be clothed upon with robes of righteousness, with palms in our hands, and crowns of glory upon our heads, and reap eternal joy for all our sufferings.”
To receive the white raiment is symbolic of having overcome the world and therefore being washed white in the blood of the Lamb of God. As John the Revelator recorded:

Revelations 3:5: “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out His name out of the Book of Life, but I will confess His name before My Father, and before His Angels.”

Placed under Covenant

Those taking part in the endowment are placed under covenant to obey, sacrifice, live the law of chastity, and consecrate their efforts to the building up of the Kingdom of God upon the earth. The participants are told that the violation of these covenants will bring forth the judgments of God. The seriousness of breaking a covenant is clearly laid out in scripture and is in fact applicable to each commandment God has given. Each commandment comes with a blessing for observance or a restriction due to disobedience. The same function applies to the covenants of the endowment.    

The following commitment by the Lord also applies to the covenants in the Holy Endowment 

D&C 82:8-10: “And again, I say unto you, I give unto you a new commandment, that you may understand my will concerning you; Or, in other words, I give unto you directions how you may act before me, that it may turn to you for your salvation. I, the Lord am bound when ye do what I say; but when ye do not what I say, ye have no promise.”
The Lord gives a promise of Eternal Life to the faithful who keep their covenants

D&C 14:7: “And if you keep my commandments and endure to the end you shall have Eternal Life, which gift is the greatest of all the gifts of God” 
The Teachings in the Endowment are Enshrined in Symbols.
Elder Boyd K. Packer stated:

“If you will go to the Temple and remember that the teaching is symbolic you will never go in the proper spirit without coming away with your vision extended, feeling a little more exalted, with your knowledge increased as to things that are spiritual.” The Holy Temple p 44
Manual ‘Endowed from on High’: “In a symbolic way, the teachings and rituals of the Temple take us on an upward journey toward eternal life, ending with a symbolic entrance into the presence of God. The characters depicted, the physical setting, the clothing worn, the signs given, and all the events covered in the temple are symbolic. When they are understood, they will help each person recognize truth and grow spiritually.”
Scriptures on being Endowed
An Endowment of Power from God

It is an endowment of power to receive instruction and knowledge from beyond the veil
D&C 38:32: “Wherefore, for this cause I gave unto you the commandment that ye should go to the Ohio; and there I will give unto you my law; and there you shall be endowed with power from on high.
D&C 43:15-16: “Again I say, hearken ye elders of my church, whom I have appointed: Ye are not sent forth to be taught, but to teach the children of men the things which I have put into your hands by the power of my Spirit; And ye are to be taught from on high sanctify yourselves and ye shall be endowed with power, that ye may give even as I have spoken.”
D&C 95:8: “Yea, verily I say unto you, I gave unto you a commandment that you should build a house, in the which house I design to endow those whom I have chosen with power from on high.”
D&C 132:59: “Verily, if a man be called of my Father, as was Aaron, by mine own voice, and by the voice of him that sent me, and I have endowed him with the keys of the power of this priesthood, if he do anything in my name, and according to my law and by my word, he will not commit sin, and I will justify him.”
The Endowment brings Forth Blessings: 

D&C 105:9-13: “Therefore, in consequence of the transgressions of my people, it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season for the redemption of Zion—That they themselves may be prepared, and that my people may be taught more perfectly, and have experience, and know more perfectly concerning their duty, and the things which I require at their hands. And this cannot be brought to pass until mine elders are endowed with power from on high.

“For behold, I have prepared a great endowment and blessing to be poured out upon them, inasmuch as they are faithful and continue in humility before me. Therefore it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season, for the redemption of Zion.”
D&C 105:17-19: “But the strength of mine house have not hearkened unto my words. But inasmuch as there are those who have hearkened unto my words, I have prepared a blessing and an endowment for them, if they continue faithful. I have heard their prayers, and will accept their offering; and it is expedient in me that they should be brought thus far for a trial of their faith.”
The Ordinance of Endowment is to be given in the House of God. 

D&C 105:33: “Verily I say unto you, it is expedient in me that the first elders of my church should receive their endowment from on high in my house, which I have commanded to be built unto my name in the land of Kirtland.”
D&C 110: 8-10: “Yea, I will appear unto my servants, and speak unto them with mine own voice, if my people will keep my commandments, and do not pollute this holy house. Yea the hearts of thousands and tens of thousands shall greatly rejoice in consequence of the blessings which shall be poured out, and the endowment with which my servants have been endowed in this house. And the fame of this house shall spread to foreign lands; and this is the beginning of the blessing which shall be poured out upon the heads of my people. Even so. Amen.”
D&C 124:39-42: “……………and for the glory, honor, and endowment of all her municipals, are ordained by the ordinance of my holy house, which my people are always commanded to build unto my holy name. And verily I say unto you, let this house be built unto my name, that I may reveal mine ordinances therein unto my people; For I deign to reveal unto my church things which have been kept hid from before the foundation of the world, things that pertain to the dispensation of the fulness of times. And I will show unto my servant Joseph all things pertaining to this house, and the priesthood thereof, and the place whereon it shall be built.”
General Scriptures on Ordinances which also apply to the Endowment

D&C 84:19-22: “And this greater priesthood administereth the gospel and holdeth the key of the mysteries of the Kingdom, even the key of the knowledge of God. Therefore, in the ordinances, the power of Godliness is manifest. And without the ordinances thereof, and the authority of the priesthood, the power of Godliness is not manifest unto men in the flesh; for without this no man can see the face of God, even the Father, and live.” 
D&C 109:22: “And we ask thee, Holy Father, that thy servants may go forth from this house armed with thy power, and that thy name may be upon them, and thy glory be round about them, and thine angels have charge over them.”

D&C 109:24-26: “We ask thee, Holy Father, to establish the people that shall worship, and honorably hold a name and standing in this thy house, to all generations and for eternity; That no weapon formed against them shall prosper; that he who diggeth a pit for them shall fall into the same himself; That no combination of wickedness shall have power to rise up and prevail over thy people upon whom thy name shall be put in this house.”
Quotes from Leaders on the Endowment
President Brigham Young (1801–77) taught: “Let me give you a definition in brief Your endowment is, to receive all those ordinances in the house of the Lord, which are necessary for you, after you have departed this life, to enable you to walk back to the presence of the Father, passing the angels who stand as sentinels.” Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Brigham Young (1997), 302

President David O. McKay: “The temple endowment . . . is the step-by-step ascent into the eternal Presence.  If we could but glimpse it, it would be the most powerful spiritual motivation of our lives. —"
Elder James E Talmage: “The Temple Endowment, as administered in modern temples, comprises instruction relating to the significance and sequence of past dispensations, and the importance of the present as the greatest and grandest era in human history.  

This course of instruction includes a recital of the most prominent events of the creative period, the condition of our first parents in the Garden of Eden, their disobedience and consequent expulsion from that blissful above, their condition in the lone and dreary world when doomed to live by labor and sweat, the plan of redemption by which the great transgression  may be atoned, the period of the great apostasy, the restoration of the Gospel with all its ancient powers and privileges, the absolute and indispensable condition of personal purity and devotion to the right in present life, and a strict compliance with Gospel requirements. . . .

The ordinances of the endowment embody certain obligations on the part of the individual, such as covenant and promise to observe the law of strict virtue and chastity, to be charitable, benevolent, tolerant and pure; to devote both talent and material means to the spread of truth and the uplifting of the race; to maintain devotion to the cause of truth; and to seek in every way to contribute to the great preparation that the earth may be made ready to receive her King – the Lord Jesus Christ.  With the taking of each covenant and the assuming of each obligation a promised blessing is pronounced, contingent upon the faithful observance of the conditions.
No jot, iota, or tittle of the temple rites is otherwise than uplifting and sanctifying.  In every detail the endowment ceremony contributes to covenants of morality of life, consecration of person to high ideals, devotion to truth, patriotism to nation, and allegiance to God.  The blessings of the House of the Lord are restricted to no privileged class; every member of the church may have admission to the temple with the right to participate in the ordinances thereof, if he comes duly accredited as of worthy life and conduct.  (James E. Talmage, The House of the Lord, pp. 83-84) — Ensign, February 1995, p. 40
Is the Endowment Essential for the Dead?

Also includes a brief history of the Endowment for the Dead 

Introduction

The following are explorative thoughts for consideration only.

The ordinance of the endowment may not be essential for the dead for the following reasons
What is the purpose of Baptism for the living and for the Dead? It is for the remission of sins-to wipe the slate clean of earthly sins as the scriptures testify. Many have had spiritual experiences which testify of the necessity of baptism for the dead. 

What is the purpose of the sealing ordinances for both the living and the dead? It is to be sealed for eternity to the Holy Priesthood in the Patriarchal order. It is the uniting of the family of Adam in a new and everlasting covenant of those worthy of Celestial Glory. Many have had spiritual experiences confirming the necessity of this ordinance for the dead. 

What is the purpose of the endowment? It is the ordinance that opens the door to an individual making his calling and election sure in this life. It is for those individuals who strive to become clean from the blood and sins of this generation and therefore receive the anointing of the spirit of the Lord. The covenants of the endowment teach the process of how this is to be achieved. The signs and tokens are for the living to enable them to pass through the veil. 

How can the following statements apply to the dead? 

Statements in the Endowment which cannot apply to the Dead

The Garment of the Holy Priesthood only for this life

The Garment of the Holy Priesthood is specifically stated as “a shield and a protection to you against the power of the destroyer until you have finished your work on the earth.” The dead have already finished their work on the earth so how can this vital part of the ordinance apply? It also states in the washings and anointings: “I place this garment upon you ......which you must wear throughout your life.” How can this apply to those who have passed this life? 

The washing and anointing ordinances

The washing and anointing part of the endowment is given as an ordinance for the individual to become clean from the blood and sins of this generation whilst living in this life. Note the words that are given for each part of the body and it becomes evident that these can only apply to mortals. For example, the nose is anointed that it might smell and the neck that it will support the head properly. Vitals and bowels are anointed that they will be healthy and perform their proper functions. It is hard to imagine that these blessings will be required in the Spirit World for disembodied spirits.
The Law of being chaste is given in the Endowment

How can this law apply to those who are in the Spirit World? Without a physical body, they cannot be involved in physical intimacy. In the Temple endowment, it gives instruction not to have sexual relations outside of marriage.”
Law of Sacrifice 
How does the following part of the Law of Sacrifice apply to the dead? “And as Jesus Christ has laid down his life for the redemption of mankind, so we should covenant to sacrifice all that we possess, even our own lives if necessary, in sustaining and defending the Kingdom of God.” I don’t think the dead can sacrifice their mortal lives 

Endowment for children 

Baptism is for the remission of sins. It is deemed that children under the age of eight are not accountable for any sins committed. Moroni stated “And their little children need no repentance, neither baptism. Behold, baptism is unto repentance to the fulfilling the commandments unto the remission of sins. But little children are alive in Christ, even from the foundation of the world.” Moroni 8: 11-12 

The same logic applies to those children who die under the age of eight. Baptism for the dead is obviously not required because they are not accountable and do not require a remission of sins. 

The endowment however is an ordinance given for a different reason than the remission of sins. By obeying certain covenants individuals through sacrifice, living the laws of the Gospel, chastity and consecration can make their calling and election sure.
There are no children in the Spirit World; all are mature adult Spirits capable of making choices such as accepting or rejecting the Gospel. Therefore, if the endowment applies to the dead there can be no age limit given for the endowment. It therefore defies logic that an earthly child who dies say age 7 does not receive the endowment and one who dies aged 8 does receive the endowment. 
This ordinance is not given for the same purpose as baptism and therefore requires a different set of rules. 

Either all children who die should receive the endowment or it is not required for any! I am inclined for the reasons given in this study that the latter holds true.
The Purpose of the Endowment
I personally believe that the washing and anointing ordinances relate to an individual making his calling and election sure in this mortal life. This will apply to only a very few individuals, but the ordinance is given to all so there is equal opportunity. The endowment is provided for the deceased in the Temples today so that that the living can receive constant instruction on how to receive Eternal Life. The endowment is a concentrated version of the plan of salvation. It is an endowment of Knowledge which is power. 
I wrote the following in my Journal on the 4th of October 2010

“Since attending the Temple frequently I have had the distinct impression that the essential ordinances to release the Spirits from the Spirit Prison are Baptisms, Confirmations, ordinations and Sealing’s. The washings anointing’s and endowment can be taken care of by the individuals themselves during the Millennial period. The essential work is to get them released from the Spirit Prison which baptism and confirmation provide.” 

As Heber Q Hale saw in his Heavenly Manifestation. “The recipients must first believe, repent, and accept baptism and confirmation; then certain [officiating] consummating ordinances are performed effectualizing these saving principles in the lives of these regenerated beings.”  (See ‘Heavenly Manifestation Given to Heber Q. Hale’) 

Further thoughts: Many latter-Day Saints have served in the church and accomplished much by being baptised and receiving the Gift of the Holy Ghost without receiving the Temple Endowment Ordinances in this life. 
There are members who live in remote areas and are too poor to travel to the nearest Temple like members in Kiribati (See December 2000 Ensign). Many saints have lived in countries where there was no Temple for many years. They served as faithful members of the church without the Temple ordinances. For example, there were 76 Stakes in Mexico before a Temple was built there. There were no Temples in Europe in the early1900’s when the Leaders encouraged members to remain in their own lands until 1958. 
Many European Saints who did not emigrate to the USA died without receiving their endowments, but nevertheless will go forward to a glorious resurrection due to their faithfulness to the end. I can think of the many sisters married to non-members who were not able to go to the Temple for most of their lives. Members who have a non-member spouse often choose not to go to the Temple for their own endowment because of the garments. 
It is possible that the Lord has allowed the endowment for the dead to be performed by the living as a continuous re-education to realize what is required to obtain Eternal Life. The ordinance of the endowment may not be required by the dead in the Spirit Prison. 

No Known Revelation extending Endowment to the dead

Is there a revelation or commandment or instruction informing the leaders of the church to include the endowment for the dead? I have studied many spiritual experiences connected with the dead and temple work and they all focus on the need for baptism or sealing ordinances. There is no record of the endowment for the dead before the saints moved West.

Washing of Feet an Ordinance for the Living only 

The ‘Washing of Feet’ taught by the Saviour is another Ordinance that is meant only for the living. It is only to be performed in the Temple: The prophet Joseph Smith taught:
“The item to which I wish the more particularly to call your attention tonight is the ordinance of washing of feet. This we [meaning the Twelve] have not done as yet, but it is necessary now, as much as it was in the days of the Savior; and we must have a place prepared, that we may attend to this ordinance aside from the world.… 
We must have all things prepared and call our solemn assembly as the Lord has commanded us, that we may be able to accomplish his great work, and it must be done in God’s own way. The house of the Lord must be prepared, and the solemn assembly called and organized in it, according to the order of the house of God; and in it we must attend to the ordinance of washing of feet. It was never intended for any but official members. It is calculated to unite our hearts, that we may be one in feeling and sentiment, and that our faith may be strong, so that Satan cannot overthrow us, nor have any power over us here.” (History of the Church, Vol 2, 308-9)”.
The washing of feet ordinance as taught by Jesus is incorporated as part of the Washings and Anointings ordinances performed in the Temples today. Both have the same purpose that of becoming “Clean from the blood of this generation.” D&C 88:138
The Prophet Joseph taught: 

“But how are they to become saviors on Mount Zion? By building their temples, erecting their baptismal fonts, and going forth and receiving all the ordinances, baptisms, confirmations, washings, anointings, ordinations and sealing powers upon their heads, in behalf of all their progenitors who are dead, and redeem them that they may come forth in the first resurrection and be exalted to thrones of glory with them; and herein is the chain that binds the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the children to the fathers, which fulfils the mission of Elijah.”

History of the Church, 6:183–84; from a discourse given by Joseph Smith on Jan. 21, 1844, in Nauvoo, Illinois; reported by Wilford Woodruff.
It is interesting that Joseph mentions baptisms, confirmations, washings, anointings, ordinations, and sealings, but not the endowment. 

History of the Endowment being Extended to the Dead
It would be very interesting to know all the historical details and if any revelation was received that extended the endowment to the dead in January 1877 when it was introduced 

The following is a well-researched study concerning the dead receiving their endowment 

A Research paper on the Introduction of Endowments for the Dead

“Line upon Line, Precept upon Precept” Reflections on the 1877 Commencement of the Performance of Endowments and Sealings for the Dead by Richard E. Bennett (brief extracts) 
//byustudies.byu.edu/content/line-upon-line-precept-upon-precept-reflections-1877-commencement-performance-endowments-and

“Surprisingly, in the modern temple-building and temple-conscious era, little, if anything, has been said or written about the beginnings of the endowment for the dead, either by way of quiet celebration or academic explanation. 
More attention has centered on the companion temple ordinance of baptism for the dead, which commenced in Nauvoo. While it is certainly not the purpose of this article to trespass upon the sacred precincts of temple covenants and worship, the purpose is, however, to explore those several impulses that led to the beginnings of endowments for the dead that winter day in St. George, Utah, in 1877.

Endowment House: Nevertheless, it was always understood that the Endowment House was but another substitute for a temple, a precursor to something greater. “In the days of our poverty, and while we had no Temple in which to administer ordinances for the dead . . . the Lord permitted us to erect an Endowment House,” the First Presidency wrote in 1877 on the eve of the dedication of the St. George Temple. “This we have used for many years, and many ordinances have been administered therein; but there are other important ordinances which have not been, and cannot be, administered, except in a Temple built and dedicated to the Most High for that purpose.” 

During the thirty-four-year lifespan of the Endowment House, the unofficial count of ordinances performed was 134,053 baptisms and confirmations for the dead, 68,767 marriage sealings of both living and deceased couples, and 54,170 endowments for the living. 
Apparently, however, no children, either living or dead, were sealed to their parents, and no endowments for the dead were yet performed.

“As much as this (research) paper has endeavoured to show that Joseph Smith, Brigham Young and others anticipated endowments for the dead, preliminary research into the dairies of the time indicate that most members were as unprepared for the doctrine as they were unschooled in the practice.

When talk was made of redeeming the dead most referred to it in terms of baptisms for the dead. Conspicuously absent in contemporary literature among the Latter-Day Saints from 1850-1877 was any mention of endowments for the dead......Precisely when and why Brigham Young determined to restore endowments for the dead into the fabric of Temple Work has not yet been determined.”  

 (Why no revelation or explanation at Conference.) 

(Notes: During this period, the law of adoption was practised that ultimately was declared to be wrong.) 

Brother Bennett said further “Between 1877 and 1894 thousands of living persons chose to be adopted into the families of General Authorities or of Temple presidents living or dead. Many sought adoption into Joseph Smith’s family. In St George, a great many were adopted to Erastus Snow, the area’s long standing and beloved apostle leader. It is estimated that between 1877 and 1893 slightly over 13000 such adoptions occurred.”)

Endowment House only for the Living: There were no endowments or sealings performed for the dead until the first Temple in Utah opened in 1877.
Brigham Young explained, “We can, at the present time [1874], go into the Endowment House and be baptized for our dead, receive our washings and anointing’s, etc....We also have the privilege of sealing women to men without a Temple....but when we come to other sealing ordinances, ordinances pertaining to the holy Priesthood, to connect the chain of the Priesthood from father Adam until now, by sealing children to their parents, being sealed for our forefathers, etc., they cannot be done without a temple” (Journal of Discourses, 16:185). 
Hence, there were no sealings of children nor endowments for the dead performed in the Endowment House. These ordinances were first administered in Utah’s first temple, in St. George, in 1877.” END
History of the Endowment

The Timeline below summarizes the Endowment's Historical Development. 

See http://www.ldsendowment.org/timeline.htm
1842: Two months after his initiation into Freemasonry, Joseph Smith administers the first endowments on the upper floor of his Nauvoo store. The rite consists of washing, anointing, clothing in the garment, and instruction in the signs, tokens, and keywords of the holy priesthood.

1843: Eternal marriage (sealings) are instituted. Women receive the endowment for the first time.

1845: Under Brigham's Young leadership, the endowment is performed in the Nauvoo Temple as a ritual drama, with a Creation Room, Garden Room, Telestial Room, Terrestrial Room, and Celestial Room.

1877: The first recorded endowments for the dead are performed.

Brigham Young produces the first written text of the endowment, for use in the St. George Temple.

1893: Church leaders order minor alterations to the language and procedures of the endowment, trying to ensure greater consistency in how the endowment is administered in different temples.

1904-1906: The endowment is publicly scrutinized during Congressional hearings to determine if senator-elect Reed Smoot has taken a treasonable oath. Of particular concern is the "oath of vengeance," added to the ceremony after Joseph Smith's death.

1919-1927: A committee appointed by Heber J. Grant produces a revised endowment to be used in all temples. Changes include:

· Eliminating the oath of vengeance.
· Omitting graphic descriptions from the penalties.

· Reducing the number of times, the robes of the priesthood are changed from one shoulder to the other.

· Discontinuing temple choirs (who had formerly performed the hymn chosen by Lucifer's preacher), in favor of congregational singing.

1923: The Church approves a shorter garment for optional use outside the temple (extending to the elbows and knees rather than the wrists and ankles). However, the longer garment remains mandatory for use in the temple.

1936: A codified explanation of the symbolism of the marks on the veil is added to the endowment.

1945: The endowment is administered in Spanish in the Mesa, Arizona temple, the first time the ceremony is administered in a language other than English.

1950s: The first filmed versions of the endowment are made, for use in the Swiss and New Zealand temples (with different casts for different languages).

1960s: Film becomes the standard medium for presenting the endowment. Filmed endowments take on a theatrical quality (with costumes, scenery, music, etc.) and are dubbed from English into other languages. As the filmed endowment makes congregational singing awkward, the preacher's hymn is discontinued.

1970s: Revisions are made to the portion of the ceremony involving Lucifer's preacher: Lucifer no longer specifies the amount of the preacher's salary, and a reference to Satan having black skin is omitted.

1975: The long, pre-1923 garment becomes optional in the temple and is eventually discontinued.

1978: The lifting of the priesthood ban on blacks makes the endowment available to all Latter-day Saints, regardless of race.

1990: Following surveys of Church members' feelings about the endowment, major revisions are made:
· All penalties, the five points of fellowship, and syllables purported to having meaning in the Adamic language are omitted.
· The part of the preacher is eliminated, as well as a reference to Lucifer's "popes and priests."

· Women no longer covenant to obey the law of their husbands.

· Language which faults Eve for initiating the Fall is dropped.

· Many references to Adam are replaced with references to Adam and Eve.

· The lecture at the veil is discontinued.

· Orders from Elohim are repeated fewer times for brevity's sake.

2005: Procedures for the initiatory are revised such that initiates clothes themselves in the garment before entering the washing room, thus eliminating the final vestiges of ritual nudity (which had been curtailed by introduction of the shield, probably during the 1920s). Water and oil are applied to the head only, not to multiple parts of the body.
2019: (As reported in the Salt Lake Tribune) 

“GONE: women’s promise to hearken to their husbands, as the husbands hearken directly to the Lord. Men are no longer intermediaries between women and God in the temple. 
EXPANDED: the role of Eve, who previously had no dialogue after the expulsion from Eden and is now purportedly more loquacious than Satan. 
UNITED: women and men covenanting together to serve God, with the same promises, rather than covenanting separately with slightly different wording.
Over the last day I have also heard other attendees reporting about their experiences, and the changes sound far-reaching. This is not just window dressing, but a full overhaul of many aspects of the temple. Without going into detail, I understand that these changes include:
A simplification of ritual clothing and how it is used
A shorter overall length to the ceremony, with some repetitive language eliminated or changed
A different temple movie that is primarily composed of still shots with narration rather than a live action film
Gender equality in the language of the sealing ceremony, where the bride and groom now apparently make the same promises to each other END SLT 3 Jan 2019
Heber C. Kimball-on the Nauvoo Temple Endowment 1845

"The main room is divided into apartments for the ceremonies of the endowment. Beginning from the door at the West end is an all[e]y about 5 feet wide extending to about 3 feet beyond the first partitioned off where the saints receive the first part of the ceremony or where the man is created and a help mate given to him. From these rooms to the third partition in the Arch is planted the garden, which is nicely decorated and set off with shrubs and trees in pots and Boxes to represent the Garden of Eden. In this apartment is also an altar. Here the man and woman are placed and commandments are given to them in addition to what is given in the creation. Here also after the man and woman has eaten the forbidden fruit is given to them a charge at the Alter and the first and second tokens of the Aaronic Priesthood. They are then thrust out into a room which is dark being the one on the North side between the fourth and fifth division of the arch which represents the telestial kingdom or the world. 
Opposite to this is another apartment of the same size representing the Terrestrial kingdom and between these two is an alley about 4 feet wide. In the telestial kingdom, after the man has proved himself faithful he receives the first signs and tokens of the Melchizedek priesthood and an additional charge. Here also he vouches for the conduct of his companion. They are then left to prove themselves faithful, after which they are admitted into the terrestrial kingdom, where at the alter they receive an additional charge and the second token of the Melchizedek Priesthood and also, they key word on the five points of fellowship.

There are words given with every token and the new name is given in the preparation room when they receive their washing and anointing.

After received all the tokens and words and signs they are led to the vail where they give each to Eloheem through the vail and are then admitted into the Celestial Room."

(Source: Nauvoo Temple Journal, 11 December 1845, George D. Smith, ed., An Intimate Chronicle: The Journals of William Clayton (Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1991), p. 205; "On the day temple ordinances begin, Heber C. Kimball asks William Clayton to help him keep a record of Nauvoo temple–related activities." Ibid. p. 199.)

"Last evening an arrangement was made establishing a better order in conducting the endowment. Under this order it is the province of Eloheem, Jehovah and Michael to create the world, plant the Garden and create the man and give his help meet. Eloheem gives the charge to Adam in the Garden and thrust them into the Telestial kingdom or the world. Then Peter assisted by James and John conducts them through the Telestial and Terrestrial kingdom administering the charges and tokens in each and conducts them to the veil where they are received by the Eloheem and after taking with him by words and tokens are admitted by him into the Celestial Kingdom...." (Source: Nauvoo Temple Journal, 13 December 1845, Ibid., p. 210.)
An Account of the Nauvoo Temple Endowment 1846
The Following Account of the Nauvoo Temple Endowment was written by I. Van Deusen (and his wife Maria). They received their endowment on 29 January 1846
We are first conducted through a narrow temporary hall, where we meet a man stationed; he says to us, "you must here separate" – directs me through a door to the right, my wife through one at the left, in an opposite direction:

Washing and Anointing: 
I am here ordered by a conductor to lay off my clothes, all but shirt and drawers: I now find what was meant by being ordered to bring drawers. We are now examined with regard to our character, and whether we are responsible for what may be committed to us.

We are taken from this into another room: In this room is a temporary bath of water on the floor. We are now ordered by the conductor to divest ourselves of the remaining part of our clothing. They now put us in this bath and wash us all over, from heat to foot, accompanied with the following ceremony: "I wash you that you may be clean to perform the work assigned you; your eyes, that you may see the glory of God; your ears, that you may hear His voice: your mouth, that you may speak forth His praise; your arms and breast, that you may be strong to perform His work; and so down to our feet, that we may be swift to run the race," etc We are, all this time, rolled and tumbled about in the bath, – at last, the priest lays his hands on our heads and pronounces us clean, in the name of the Lord. 

We are then taken by another priest, who turns oil on our heads, from a horn, until it runs partly over the body. We are thus anointed all over – even to the soles of the feet. After this, we are placed on a stool, and ordained to power and authority, for time and eternity. I was ordained to be King in time and eternity, and my wife to be Queen. After being ordained King, I am presented with, and have put on, what they call an under garment. We are told this garment represents the white stone in scripture, in which was a new name given. We here have a new name given us. We are told, also, that we are always to wear this garment under our clothes, while we are in the world. God has ordered this; and we can receive no harm while we have it on. 

Endowment: 
The Creation: 
In this dress, after so much ceremony, we are conducted into a third room, where a lesson commences. We are now seated – all is silent for a while; the silence is at length broken by a rumbling noise, as from a distance; the noise terminates in a voice, as follows: "Let the light be divided from the darkness; let the light be called day, and the darkness night: Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters; let the firmament be called heaven; let the waters under the firmament be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear; let the dry land be called earth; and the gathering together of the waters, seas; let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit–tree yielding fruit, after his kind, whose seed is in itself upon the earth; let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle and creeping things and beasts of the earth, after their kind." . . .
After the individual thus representing the Lord behind the curtain, (as in the act of creation) is supposed to have created the heavens and the earth, cattle, beasts, creeping things, fowls of the air, fish of the sea etc, he continues his work further, and says, "Now let us go down and make man in our image, after our likeness." All this time we are seated in silence, hearing, but not seeing anything, and knowing not what is to take place the next moment; for all is new and unexpected, from first to last, of this whole drama. When he says, "Let us go down and make man," we hear his footsteps approaching the room where we are seated; he comes in – comes to where we are – puts his hand to the floor, and then on us, as if fulfilling this scripture: "And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul."

After going on, as if forming us newly of the dust of the ground, he stoops down and breathes on us, and now we are supposed to first spring into life. We are next ordered to change our position from sitting to a sleeping one, as if fulfilling, "And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept." We are now ordered to put our heads down low, and feign ourselves in a deep sleep. The individual representing the Almighty, continues his work as if fulfilling, "And he took a rib, and the rib which the Lord God had taken from man made he a woman, and brought her unto the man." After he has taken the rib, he passes out of the room and is supposed to have formed the woman of the rib; he soon returns with a woman and places her directly before us, as we are sitting, heads down, as if in deep sleep. We are now saluted with a loud voice, "Adam, here is thy companion. I give her to be with thee – what wilt thou call her?"] He awaked out of sleep and answers, "This is now bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh, she shall be called woman, because she was taken out of man." This was my wife whom I parted with on first entering the Temple; she has passed through two rooms, in the same ceremony that I have gone through, precisely, only conducted by the females exclusively.

The Garden of Eden: 
We are now brought together in the third room; she is brought in her night clothes. We are now supposed to be Adam and Eve, and the reason of my shirt's being out side, and she having on night clothes, is, to represent nature. I now am ordered to take Eve and follow our conductor out through a partition door into another apartment; and what should you suppose we there behold? A large room, the floor all nicely covered with green trees, shrubbery, flowers, etc representing the garden of Eden. We follow a conductor about this temporary garden, beholding the strange and unexpected scenery that has just presented itself to our view. He says, "This is a beautiful place, everything delightful for the eye and taste – of all these things you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat; neither shalt thou touch it, for in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." 

The Devil:
He leaves the garden, and in a few moments another individual comes in, representing the Devil. He walks round between the trees and peaks and skulks, as if intent on some mischief, and coming to the tree which we have been forbidden to partake of, he says to Eve: "This is the best of all the fruit of the garden," and solicits her to partake. She takes, eats, and gives to Adam. While we are amusing ourselves with the delicious taste of the fruit, (which is raisins tied on a small tree on the floor) the conductor starts up all of a sudden, and says, "Hark! The Lord is coming; let us hide!" We are ordered to squat down behind the shrubbery on the floor. The supposed Lord's foot steps are now heard – coming in, he walks about on the floor, at last calls out, "Adam! where art thou?" We answer, "we heard thy voice and footsteps in the garden, and were afraid, and hid ourselves. And he says, "Who told thee that thou was naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree whereof I command thee not to eat?" The answer is, "The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree and I did eat." He then turns to the woman, and says, "What is this that thou hast done?" She answers, "The Serpent beguiled me and I did eat." He now turns to the individual representing the Devil, and says, "Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt eat all the days of thy life."

The Devil is now supposed to have on him the curse, and he gets down on his belly and crawls out of the room or garden. To the woman he now adds, "I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children," And unto the man he says, "Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree of which I commanded thee, saying, thou shalt not eat of it; cursed is the ground for thy sake: in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life. Thorns and thistles, shall it bring forth to thee; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for dust thou art, and unto the dust shalt thou return." He adds, "The man is now as one of us, knowing good and evil. Thou shalt now be sent forth to till the ground from whence thou wast taken."

We now have aprons put on of white cloth, about eighteen inches square with green silk leaves pasted on. We are ordered to kneel down to an altar that stands on the centre of the floor. We are now instructed in many things with regard to the fall and the law of God. We have also certain signs and tokens given…………… 
Present Religious world
After some more ceremony of not much consequence, we are conducted into another, a fifth room, which is a representation of the present Religious world, or Adam and Eve, six thousand years old, having been engaged for eighteen hundred years in promulgating the sectarian religion, except the Mormon, (for this is what is represented in this room.) Our attention is now attracted by an individual coming in from an adjoining room, representing the Devil. He comes in great glee, hopping and skipping about the floor, holding in his hand a long–handled wooden noggin, which holds about a pint. He says, "Good morning brother Methodist, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, Baptist, Universalist, Shaking–Quaker, Millerite, Campbellite," etc enumerating all the sects of the day, except the Mormons: "Come, let us drink the cup of fellowship this morning." He now drinks, and hands the noggin to us; we drink, and hand it back.

He then goes on with a long ceremony, as follows: ‘Well, brethren, you have done well – had a great many revivals – gained a numerous host of converts, and would have succeeded in getting the whole world into some of our churches, had it not been for that Joe Smith and the Mormons. They are round everywhere, preaching that we are all wrong – not organized according to Scripture, and say we (Protestants) have no authority to preach, except what we have got from the Catholics, and all the world agrees that is good for nothing. And now, brethren of the sects, I tell you that Mormon plan is an almighty one, and much to be dreaded – it strikes at the very root and foundation of all our holy religion, and will eventually become the prevailing religion, unless something can be done to stop it. It has been supposed a humbug, and would soon come to naught. But this supposition is founded altogether in ignorance. Now, who cannot but see his (Joe's [Joseph Smith's]) plan is well calculated to undermine all of us.’
‘Now, the world has been long wondering how so many ways could be right, and differing one from the other; and Mormonism is calculated to unravel all this mystery; and they come right out and say we have all been preaching men's precepts for the commandments of God. And now, I tell you there is much truth in their sayings. We might as well know the truth, and then prepare ourselves accordingly. We could do well when our authority was not questioned; but when they come with the evidence they bring, and say, 'They are sent by Revelation;' I tell you it is not easy to withstand them. And finally, brethren, I am satisfied that it will not do to undertake to hold an argument with them, and we had better let them entirely alone, and neither hear nor read any of their books, but keep up the popular cry, 'Oh, how great is the delusion of Joe Smith and Mormonism! Oh, how great!' and as long as we can keep the people ignorant of their real principles, we shall do well. Now, brethren, of all sects, we are talking over things this morning among ourselves – and it must not go to the world." Etc’
The Devil Cast Out:
After a long ceremony of this kind in favour of the Mormon Fraternity, we are interrupted by another individual coming in, supposed to have been sent directly from Heaven, with authority and great power. He commands the Devil to depart and let these deceived people (the sects,) alone, and trouble them no longer; for the time has come when they shall be delivered from your Satanic influence and power, by which they have been bound since the Apostolic age of the world.

The Devil now reluctantly withdraws, and makes towards the door, looking back over his shoulder at the heavenly messenger, and halts, as if at a loss to leave or stay. He is now commanded again, in the name of the Lord, to leave, and let the sects alone. He now drops his noggin and flees out of the room with great haste and fury; we, Adam in his shirt–tail and Eve in her night–gown, are left standing. After hearing all this conversation, supposed to be contaminated with some one of the religions of the day, except Mormonism, we are taken by the heavenly messenger and instructed in Mormon doctrine, exclusively, and supposed to be converted to that faith; in token whereof, we have our clothing changed, and are dressed in white linen, exactly alike.

Oaths and Penalties: 
We are now conducted into another secret room, in the centre of which is an altar with three books on it – the Bible, Book of Mormon, and Doctrine and Covenants, (We are required to kneel at this altar, where we have an oath administered to us to this effect; that we will avenge the blood of Joseph Smith on this Nation, and teach our children the same. They tell us that the nation has winked at the abuse and persecution of the Mormons, and the murder of the Prophet in particular; therefore, the Lord is displeased with the nation, and means to destroy it; and this is the excuse for forming this league or conspiracy.

We are also sworn by a solemn oath, that we will never divulge what we here see, and do, and agree to in this Holy Temple. The penalty is, if we do, we agree to let them take our lives, and the manner of taking them is described: Our bowels are to be taken out, throats cut across, tongues taken out by the roots, etc We now have signs, tokens, key–words, given, of a higher order than those given in the garden, the particulars of which we do not distinctly recollect.
Veil

After this, we are conducted to a veil, behind which stands a man – we converse with him awhile through this veil, which is composed of very thin cloth. We here give the signs, new name, etc. which are the conditions of our entrance. A door is now knocked at, a few feet to the left of this veil, by our conductor. One from within asks, "who is there?" Our conductor says, one having kept all the commandments of God, (referring to this ceremony) desires to enter the kingdom and be forever with the Lord." We now pass through this door into a large room, representing the Celestial Kingdom of God. Here we are clothed in white robes, and have crowns put on our heads, and are really King and Queen.” END
The following Two Studies also give Enlightenment on the Endowment

See also https://byustudies.byu.edu/article/which-is-the-wisest-course-the-transformation-in-mormon-temple-consciousness-18701898/
For The Development of the Mormon Temple Endowment Ceremony David John Buerger. See https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_87.pdf
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