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Introduction

Questions to Consider 
Why did the German Saints suffer so terribly during the 2nd World War?
Could some of this suffering which was as severe as the early pioneers have been avoided?

Could the disaster that struck the German Saints be repeated if members are not prepared for future events? 

What does the Doctrine and Covenants teach on how the saints should prepare for destructive wars on the earth?
Why did a new missionary speak by the power of the Holy Ghost in tongues in a sacrament meeting prior to the war warning of another impending disaster in Europe and exhorting the members to go to America? Read his inspired warning
Why did President Grant who visited the Saints in Germany in 1937 give no warnings of impending wars and the devastating destructions to come?
Did set policies override the spirit of revelation and prophecy?

There were many warning signs that a war was inevitable. Was it the will of God that members of the Lord’s Church should suffer amongst the wicked like this?
Why did nearly one half of all the remaining Saints in Germany decide to leave for America after the war?  
What were the teachings of leaders of the Church during this period in Salt Lake City?

What can be learnt from this experience as pertaining to the future?

Will the Saints scattered throughout the earth today be sufficiently warned and prepared for the major destructions that will take place prior to the Second Coming?
Is the correct doctrine being taught today about preservation in which the Saints can properly exercise their faith?

Hopefully, this brief study of what happened to the German Saints during the 2nd World War will answer some of the questions above and also serve as a warning of the necessity of being prepared for the promised destructions of the future. Surely every Latter-day-Saint family would want to do all in their power to avoid the terrible suffering that the saints in Germany had to endure! 
The Church in Germany
The Church is Built Up in Germany Prior to the Second World War

In the early 1900’s members of the Church were encouraged by the leaders of the Church to remain in their own lands in Europe. In 1911 Joseph F. Smith and his counsellors in the First Presidency issued this statement: 

“It is desirable that our people shall remain in their native lands and form congregations of a permanent character to aid in the work of proselyting” (Messages of the First Presidency, 4:222 by Clark)
Church membership in Germany ranked third behind the United States and Canada
In Germany there was considerable success in proselyting which resulted in numerous congregations of the saints. In 1939 church membership in Germany ranked third behind the United States and Canada. The Church news records:

“Prior to World War 2, Saxony in Eastern Germany, including parts of what is now Poland, contained one of the greatest concentrations of Church members anywhere in the world, outside of Utah. After the war, an estimated one-third to one-half of the members emigrated to the West.”  Church News 14 Sept 2002 page 11
“The Church was flourishing in Germany prior to the war. There were 12,000 members in Germany at the time, nearly equally divided between the West and the East German missions. Each mission included approximately 60 branches with an estimated 100 members per branch. Branches were established in major cities, including seven in Berlin. Missionaries were baptizing new members. Photographs from the era depict large Sunday School classes. Prospects for the Church were good until the winds of war began to blow in 1935 when Boy Scout troops were disbanded by government order to involve all young men in Hitler Youth.” Untold stories of Wartime Germany” Church News 11 Feb 2006
Note: The relief efforts of the church in Europe led by Apostle Ezra T Benson and his assistant Frederick W. Babbel in 1946 after the war were inspirational. They had many faith promoting experiences and the church was second to none in assisting its beleaguered members who had survived. The book “on the wings of Faith” by Frederick W, Babbel recounts the efforts put forth by the church in assisting members of the church.

President Grant Visits with Members in Germany in 1937

President Heber J. Grant toured all of the missions in Europe in 1937 two years prior to the start of the 2nd World War. In General Conference he gave a report of his experiences. Following are a few excerpts from his conference remarks: 
“Services were held in Frankfurt-on Main, Germany, and there were more than nine hundred people in attendance at this meeting…we held a meeting with the saints and friends in Prague. The hall was crowded, and many people were standing up during the entire session…. on the following day, July 10, in company with President Toronto and wife we left for Dresden, Germany. Here we held a fine meeting with over six hundred people in attendance…On July 14th, we held a meting in Breslau, and from Breslau we went to Berlin. In the latter city we visited three Sunday Schools, and in the evening held a meeting in a large auditorium where there were over eleven hundred people present.”   General Conference Oct 1937

This trip by President Grant to Europe was very commendable in that it took 13 weeks and showed love and concern for members of the church. President Grant stated that the saints in Europe had been neglected in the past and that he felt in his heart condemned because of this:
President Grant felt the Church in Germany had been Neglected 

“It melted my heart to find how anxious the people who are in those countries are to hear the authorities of the Church, how their hearts swelled with gratitude when President Clark, myself, brother Lyman, and others were with them. I feel really and truly ashamed of myself that I have neglected so long returning to that part of the flock. They are just as much a part of this Church as we are, and, the Lord helping us, they shall not be neglected in the future as much as they have been in the past. They are a part of the work of God and they are entitled to visits every year or two from some of the leaders of this Church. We have taken care of our people here at home, and we have sadly neglected those fine people over in those countries. Pardon me, but I do feel in my heart condemned that I did not take the time to go back there sooner, and if the Lord spares my life I am not going to wait very long before going back again.”    Conference Report October 1937

No warning or prophesy was given by President Grant of the impending disaster about to strike the Saints in Germany even though Hitler was already wielding an evil influence.

New Missionary Elder in Germany Speaks in Tongues by the Power of the Holy Ghost and Warns the Saints to go to America

A new Elder shortly after arriving in Germany spoke in tongues in sacrament meeting and prophesied of World War 2. The following account is recorded by Sister Hildegard Hahl in the Ensign:” “The Warmth of a Winter Baptism” Mormon Journal Ensign, Jan. 1983 

“Sometime after the war was over (i.e. the First World War) the missionaries returned to Germany, and one Sunday morning a new missionary from America who couldn’t speak our language came to our home for dinner. My parents spoke some English, as they had lived in Liverpool, England, for four years. In the evening we all went to sacrament meeting and the new elder was asked to speak. I remember feeling sorry for him, knowing that he knew no German, and I wondered what he would say. He didn’t have time to copy a talk from one of the other elders who had been there awhile.

But he spoke for over an hour. He told the Saints to go to America because another world war would come which would be worse than the one, we had just been through. 
This was a terrible thing to hear  because the suffering of the recent war was still vivid in our memories. On the way home from the meeting I asked my parents what language the missionary spoke. I knew it wasn’t German and I knew it wasn’t English, although I didn’t understand English; yet I understood every word he said. My father said I should never forget that experience for I probably would never hear anything like that again. This elder had spoken in tongues.
From that day my parents spoke of little else but plans for immigrating to America. My father went first, and about a year later he sent for my mother, my brother, and me. My mother was at first denied permission to leave Germany, as she had heart trouble, but she insisted my brother and I go; six months later she was permitted to join us.

Everything the missionary had predicted came to pass. My sister, who did not accept the gospel and who still lives in Germany, told us about the war, and events there transpired as the elder had prophesied” END (The Warmth of a Winter Baptism” Mormon Journal Ensign, Jan. 1983)
This new elder spoke in tongues by the power of the Holy Ghost warning the members to gather with the saints in America for their protection because of another impending war. 
This was without doubt the will of God for the Saints in Germany at that time because the Elder spoke by the power of the Holy Ghost in tongues
The Horrific Suffering of the Saints in Germany in World War 2
Note: In his talk “Be of Good Cheer” in the Sunday morning session of the April 2009 General Conference President Thomas S. Monson referred to the great suffering of a mother and her four young children in Germany during the 2nd World War. (see a copy of the talk below)

In the Second World War many German members lost their lives and others suffered greatly from deprivation and atrocities of the worst type. There suffering was as great as the early pioneers of the Church. A small portion of the great hardship they endured is now recounted.

Elder Ezra T. Benson who was called by the First presidency to re-establish the missions in Europe after the 2nd World War recalled some of the scenes that he faced when he arrived:  

“I speak with a feeling of great urgency. I have seen what the days of tribulation can do to people. I have seen hunger stalk the streets of Europe. I have witnessed the appalling, emaciated shadows of human figures. I have seen women and children scavenge army garbage dumps for scraps of food. Those scenes and nameless faces cannot be erased from my memory.

I shall never forget the Saints of Hamburg who appeared on the verge of collapse from starvation, or their small children whom I invited to come to the stand as we emptied our pockets of edibles. Most had never seen these items before because of the wartime conditions. Nor can I forget the expectant and nursing mothers whose eyes watered with tears when we gave them each an orange. We saw the terrible physical and social side effects of hunger and malnutrition. One sister walked over a thousand miles with four small children, leaving her home in Poland. She lost all four to starvation and the freezing conditions. Yet she stood before us in her emaciated condition, her clothing shredded, and her feet wrapped in burlap, and bore testimony of how blessed she was. General Conference October 1980. See Ensign Page 33
Elder Frederick W. Babbel who accompanied Elder Benson to Europe and formerly served as a secretary to the European Mission for fourteen years recalled in General Conference: 

“I wish that you could realize some of the sufferings of the Saints in Europe; that you could see their devastated lives, their homes in shambles. Nearly ninety percent of our saints have lost their homes. Many of them have lost all of their possessions. Some have lost all of their loved ones. I recall in February, in Berlin, the arrival of a group of Germans from Poland; over five hundred of them were frozen to death and were unloaded from the cars by the side of the tracks, lifeless. They had been travelling in open cattle cars during that sub-zero weather. Conditions are horrible, and today people's hearts are failing them. They don't know where to turn. I think it is safe to say that our Saints in Europe, nearly thirty thousand strong, would arise as one man to come out of the world and to join with the Saints here if such were possible; yet they realize that under existing conditions it is not possible.” General Conference April 1947

In the same conference of April 1947 President Ezra T. Benson recounted the conditions experienced by the Saints in Europe:
“I think I shall never forget those first meetings with the Saints. They have suffered much, my brethren and sisters. We wondered just how they would receive us, what the reaction would be. Would their hearts be filled with bitterness? Would there be hatred there? Would they have soured on the Church? I well remember our first meeting at Karlsruhe. After we had made visits through Belgium, Holland, and the Scandinavian countries, we went into occupied Germany. 
We finally found our way to the meeting place, a partially bombed-out building located in the interior of a block. The Saints had been in session for some two hours waiting for us, hoping that we would come because the word had reached them that we might be there for the conference. And then for the first time in my life I saw almost an entire audience in tears as we walked up onto the platform, and they realized that at last, after six or seven long years, representatives from Zion, as they put it, had finally come back to them. 
Then as the meeting closed, prolonged at their request, they insisted we go to the door and shake hands with each one of them as he left the bombed-out building. And we noted that may of them, after they had passed through the line went back and came through the second and third time, so happy were they to grasp our hands. As I looked into their upturned faces, pale, thin, many of these Saints dressed in rags, some of them barefooted, I could see the light of faith in their eyes as they bore testimony to the divinity of this great latter-day work and expressed their gratitude for the blessings of the Lord.

They have suffered much, my brethren and sisters. You heard President Clark read a letter here on Friday from President Walter Stover in Berlin. You may think that is an isolated case. It is only one of hundreds, many of which are much worse than the one he referred to, because our Saints in some cases have suffered more than death. It is worse than death for a mother or a father to have to stand at the point of a gun while they witness their little thirteen and fourteen-year-old daughters being ravished by fiends in human form. Some of our Saints were forced to go through that.

Yes, they have been hungry; they have been cold. We saw many such families long before welfare supplies arrived in Europe. Thank God that the welfare supplies are there now!

Probably the saddest part of our mission was with our refugees. These poor, unwanted souls have been driven from their once happy homes to destinations unknown. They came with all their earthly possessions on their backs, but after organizing them into branches, calling them into meetings, they sang the songs of Zion with a fervour I am sure has never been surpassed. We visited some of their homes--their shacks--where as many as twenty-twenty-two people were living in one room--four complete families! And yet they knelt together in prayer night and morning and bore testimony to us regarding the blessings of the gospel. General Conference April 1947
President J Reuben Clark Speaking at the Same Conference in April 1947 stated:
‘I want to read an excerpt from a letter from President Walter Stover of the East German Mission, dated February 16, addressed to the First Presidency.’
"I went to visit one sister whose husband was killed in action in Russia. She lives with her three children in an attic, which has no heat, no windows, no water, the toilet facilities were all frozen, and there was hardly any bedding. Two small children were in bed shivering. The mother was hard of hearing and the oldest daughter, eleven, was almost insane, half-starved and frozen. The little girl had no shoes and little clothing. The mother was unkempt and had not washed for want of water. Brother Ranglack and I closed the open windows with plywood from the boxes I shipped in, gave a little wood from the mission home, and brought the mother and daughter to the mission home, where we gave them warm food and clothing.

"I will never forget the thankful expression on the little girl's face when she got underclothing, a dress, stockings, and new shoes. We also could help the mother and other little children from the Welfare supplies. We gave them a couple of blankets and a few other things. The family might well have frozen to death if they had not come to our attention. We have since visited them, and although they have no heat, they have something to wear and warm bedding.

"There are many more similar cases and we do not know them all. Some families are refugees and we have not found them yet, but little by little we find more and more and we are doing everything possible to relieve the situation. Every morning I get a stack of letters from people pleading for help. Children are fainting in school for want of nourishment. I am happy that now we can send them some relief."
 ‘On Wings of Faith’ by Elder Frederick W. Babbel Extracts from the Book
This book was written by Elder Babbel about his experiences with Elder Benson in bringing relief to the suffering saints of Europe. Great efforts were made by the church after the war to help the stricken Saints: 

“The entire audience rose to its feet to pay silent tribute to President Benson and to get a better look at us as we moved to the front. This blasted former schoolroom was poorly lighted and ventilated. There was no heat and it was a chilly day. Seating accommodations were very poor and many of those present were visibly shivering from the cold. Several were dressed in shredded rags. The price of pain, tension and lingering starvation was clearly etched on many faces, but there was nevertheless a reverent air of expectancy and breathless excitement” On Wings of Faith by Elder Frederick W. Babbel page 37

“As I look into your tear stained eyes and see many of you virtually in rags and at death’s door, yet with a smile upon your cracked lips…” Ibid page 38
“After the meeting, President Benson stood at the rear of the meeting hall and shook hands personally with each person present…while this was proceeding; President Zimmer pointed out to me a somewhat timorous and emaciated sister. She had burlap sacks wrapped around her feet and legs in place of shoes. Even these were now in shreds. Her clothing was patched and tattered. As I looked at her purple- grey face, her swollen red eyes and protruding joints, I was told that I was looking at a person in the advanced stages of starvation. President Zimmer acquainted me with her hardships and incredible testimony.” (Note: This story was related by President Thomas S. Monson in his talk “be of good cheer” in the April 2009 general Conference. See below)
This good sister had lived in East Prussia. During the final days of the frightful battles in that area, her husband had been killed. She was left with four small children, one of them a babe in arms. Under the agreements of the occupying military powers, she was one of 11 million Germans who were required to leave her homeland and all her basic possessions and go to Western Germany to seek a new home. She was permitted only to take such bare necessities, bedding, etc. as she could load into her small wooden-wheeled wagon-about sixty-five pounds in all-which she pulled across this desolate wasteland of war. Her smallest child she carried in her arms while the other small children did their best to walk beside her during this trek of over a thousand miles on foot. She started her journey in late summer. Having neither food nor money among her possessions, she was forced to gather a daily subsistence from the fields and forests along the way. Constantly she was also faced with dangers from panicky refugees and marauding troops.

Soon the snows came and temperatures dropped to below zero. One by one her children died, either frozen to death or the victims of starvation, or both. She buried them in shallow graves by the roadside, using a tablespoon as a shovel. Finally, as she was reaching the end of her journey, her last little child died in her arms. Her spoon was gone now, so she dug a grave in the frozen earth with her bare fingers.

As she was recalling these and other difficulties at a testimony meeting, she explained that her grief at that became unbearable. Here she was kneeling in the snow at the graveside of her last child. She had now lost her husband and all her children. She had given up all her earthly goods, her home, and even her homeland. She found herself among people whose condition resembled her own wretched state of affairs.

In this moment of deep sorrow and bewilderment, she felt her heart would break. In despair she contemplated how she might end her own life as so many of her fellow countrymen were doing. How easy it would be to jump off a nearby bridge, she thought, or to throw herself in front of an oncoming train! 

Then she testified that as these thoughts assailed her, something within her said, ‘Get down on your knees and pray.’ And she then rapturously explained how she prayed more fervently than she had ever prayed before.

In conclusion, she bore a glorious testimony, stating that of all ailing people in her saddened land she was one of the happiest because she knew that God lived, that Jesus is the Christ and that if she continued faithful and true to the end she would be saved in the Celestial Kingdom of God.

As the impact of this good sister’s experience bore in upon my soul, I felt to cry out against my own ingratitude. “But for the grace of God,” thought I, “this might have been my own story. How thankful I am that my parents accepted the gospel as young people and braved the hardships which confronted them in going to the United States.” I had never felt more grateful for my own wonderful parents. Ibid Page 41-42
“One of the critical problems was how to arrange some place for our many saints to stay who were fleeing from the Polish territories as refugees to Berlin. Many were arriving without food or adequate clothing, and some were trudging through the winter snows barefooted. Some of these refugees were dying in spite of all efforts being made to care for them.” 

Ibid Page 48
“During the war years some of our saints lost their lives, while others were scarred or maimed for life. Our mission secretary, Sister Ilse Bruenger Foerster, was one of the latter. She had to bear the brunt of brutal Gestapo investigations and several merciless beatings. In addition, she had to carry the major load at times for day-to-day mission affairs. Charges were levelled that she was sending mission funds to America. After two weeks of gruelling interrogations, beatings, and constant surveillance, during which time many mission records were confiscated and some of them destroyed, she was released with the threat that not only her own life but the lives of members of her family and relatives would stand in jeopardy if she ever revealed the nature of her questioning. During this critical time she was expecting her first child…” Ibid Page 49/50
“The German saints at this time were in a seriously scattered condition. This made active Church attendance and participation difficult, but their faithfulness was nonetheless amazing. Nearly all meetinghouses had been destroyed. Many branches were meeting in the homes of the relatively few members who still could claim a home of their own. Ibid. Page 51
“Screaming air raid sirens and unusually active anti-aircraft batteries announced the beginning of the thousand- bomber annihilation raids upon Hamburg, Germany. Before the night had passed, the city was a mass of flames and smouldering wreckage. Among the thousands of casualties resulting from the first concentrated bombing raid were 28 Latter-day saints listed as dead and a larger number seriously wounded.
 During the following two weeks, bombers by the hundreds and by the thousands continued to pour their blockbuster bombs upon this once proud and beautiful city…five branches of Hamburg…. It was determined that of the 300 members of the St. George branch, more than 60 had been killed and a large number were receiving medical treatment. The other four branches, although smaller, suffered proportionate losses. Nearly all were homeless, and many had lost practically every piece of clothing, all of their provisions, furniture, etc.” Ibid. Page 110
“Daily we continued to feel deep concern for many of our members throughout Europe. The situation in Germany and Austria, to say nothing of our saints in Poland, seemed to be reaching crises proportions. Hardly a day passed without the receipt of letters and reports indicating mass deaths through starvation, disease and persecutions. Immorality and rape, which had become commonplace in Europe, were now being inflicted upon young girls not yet in their adolescence. The horrible spread of venereal diseases, especially syphilis, even among small children and adolescents, was reaching epidemic proportions. The homeless, the orphaned, and the abandoned children were undergoing indescribable hardships. The infant mortality rate, even among our members, was a matter of grave concern. And yet proposals had been made for further cuts in rations in those nations suffering most severely.” Ibid. Page 125
“At that time the German saints in Poland had virtually no security. They were expected to subsist by selling all their belongings and purchasing food on the ‘black market’ at outrageous prices. Meanwhile their homes were subjected to frequent pilfering. Everything the marauding Russian and Polish conquerors wanted they took. German women were being raped; German men were being whipped and beaten. Our saints were in desperate straits. They had been forced to sell every piece of available clothing (except what they had on their bodies), all the household belongings they had been able to hide from plundering bands, and their keepsakes, jewellery, etc. Virtually all of their material possessions had been stripped from them.” Ibid. Page 140
“As we met together in the home, we began to learn something of what had been happening. Since the end of hostilities our saints in the territories cede to Poland had become a despised, persecuted, and unwanted people because of their German nationality. They had endured the most shocking cruelties and bestialities. 
One of our faithful brethren was shot down in cold blood by the invading troops from the East because he could not produce cigarettes for which they had asked him. His mother, who ran to lift up his lifeless body from the pool of blood in which it lay, was driven away at the point of bayonets and threatened with death. As this forlorn mother comforted his grief-stricken wife-the mother of two lovely children-these soldiers whipped and flogged the two women so severely that they were unable to lie down comfortably for two weeks.

Since that day women and girls-some of them just approaching adolescence-had been repeatedly ravished by a group of ten soldiers. Another young girl, not quite twelve years old, had been raped several times. One of the married sisters was ravished three times in a single night. Meanwhile her husband, who had been on crutches for some time as a semi-invalid, was snatched from his sickbed and deported to Siberia, never to be heard from again. This mother now had a Russian baby to care for, as a result of this experience, in addition to two children by her deported husband.

Until the last two months the saints had been in daily fear of their lives. Their homes had been repeatedly entered at night and plundered. Everything the marauders desired had been confiscated. Their lusts had run rampant. Men, women, and children had been taken from homes, never to be seen again” Ibid. Pages 150-151
“When war was declared in Europe on September 3, 1939, within a matter of hours in some countries and days in others, all missionaries and mission presidents were sent home. In many instances missionaries rather than local brethren had been branch and district presidents and in charge of mission auxiliaries. Overnight therefore most missions were almost entirely stripped of their leadership….In most missions local brethren were called and set apart to serve as acting mission presidents…..Yet there was no time to give them guidelines except, ‘The Lord bless you and help you until we are able to return…..In the West German mission the first two acting mission presidents were killed. In the East German mission, with headquarters in Berlin, brother Herbert Klopfer-a most capable mission aide- was selected as acting mission president…he was reported missing on the Russian front. Later it was determined that he had lost his life.” Ibid. Page 185
End of the account of the suffering of the Saints
Statements by Leaders at General Conferences During this Period

It is interesting to note some of the messages of leaders of the Church in Salt Lake City at General Conferences when these atrocities were happening to the German Saints. 
Elder John A. Widtsoe April 1942 General Conference: 
“Speaking to the church about the events of the last days, the Lord said, “and it shall come to pass among the wicked that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety” (D&C 45:68) Since Zion is wherever the pure in heart are, I like to read into that inspired saying, that there is safety wherever the people of the Lord live so worthily as to claim the sacred title of citizens of the Zion of our Lord. Otherwise the name Zion is but an empty sound. The only safety that we can expect in this or any other calamitous time lies in our conformity to gospel requirements. Every individual may carry the blessings of Zion with him wherever he goes.”

Note: Would Elder Widtsoe have given this talk if he was living amongst the German Saints?  He totally misuses the scripture D&C 45:68, which refers to the New Jerusalem.

Elder Widtsoe continued:

“We who have been called to leadership in the church of Christ must lead our people from anxiety and fear and doubt to trust and have faith in the Lord……so far and no farther does He permit the evil one to go in his career to create human misery”

President George Albert Smith in Conference Report October 1941 page 99

“He has told us in great plainness that the world will be in distress, that there will be warfare from one end of the world to the other, that the wicked shall slay the wicked and that peace shall be taken from the earth. And He has said too, that the only place where there will be safety will be in Zion. Will we make this Zion? Will we keep it to be Zion because Zion means the pure in heart?”

President George Albert Smith stated in Conference April 1942 page 15: 
“God has promised protection from the powers of evil. No matter whether the clouds may gather, no matter how the war drums may beat, no matter what conditions may arise in the world, here in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, wherever we are honouring and keeping the commandments of God, there will be protection from the powers of evil, and men and women will be permitted to live upon the earth until their lives are finished in honour and glory if they will keep the commandments of our Heavenly Father.”

President George Albert Smith in Conference October 1942 page 49: 
“Now tonight we are here in peace and quiet. The world is on fire. Everywhere peace has been taken from the earth, and the devil has been given power over his own dominion. God has said if we honour him and keep his commandments-if we will observe his laws-he will fight our battles and destroy the wicked…”
President George Albert Smith Conference April 1943 page 93: 
“God’s protecting power will be with those worthy to be called Saints. I think of the condition of the world and realize that the only place where there is any semblance of peace is the land that we live in, where we have the promise of God that he will be with-not the members of the church, I don’t interpret it that way; not the men who hold the priesthood necessarily, I don’t interpret it that way-he will be with his Saints who are worthy to be called Saints, and his power and protection will be over them until their life’s labours are completed.”
Elder John A. Widtsoe Oct 1943 General Conference: 
“There is a statement in the D&C, which I have read with many a sober thought: ‘Every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another’. (D&C 45:68, 69) ‘They shall flee to Zion for safety’. That I believe does not mean a geographically limited place, but a place where the pure in heart dwell, for they are Zion, and out of that Zion consisting of the pure in heart shall go forth the force and power that will bring peace to pass upon this unhappy earth. We are Zion; we say we are; I know we are…”
Note: Again D&C 45:68-69 on the subject of Zion is totally misused since it is most definitely geographical and refers to the New Jerusalem. (See D&C 45:65-71) 
It is obvious from these comments that the leaders of the church in Utah were unaware of the extent of the suffering of the Saints in Europe. There has always been a need for the church to be flexible in its approach to changing circumstances in all areas where it is established. This above all requires the inspiration of Heaven.
 “Untold Stories of Wartime Germany” Church News 11 Feb 2006
“Hellmut S. Bork was a mere blond-headed lad in lederhosen during Hitler's rise to power in the early 1930s. Looking back, he remembers his parents' fervent prayers every day of World War II for the safe return of his two older brothers.

After the war, his parents continued to pray for Alfred, a 25-year-old tank driver who never returned from a battle in Russia in 1945, and for Paul, another brother who was a medic. They last heard from him in 1944 when his unit was surrounded by the invading Russian army. "My parents always expected their return," Brother Bork said.  

Now nearly 70 years later and comfortably settled in his West Valley City, Utah, home, Brother Bork is one of a diminishing class of members of the Church who saw from the inside out some of the darkest, most atrocious years in modern Church history. Before these histories are lost, a BYU professor is scrambling to gather all the information he can to recount how members of the Church in Germany fared during World War II. During the next four to six years, he plans to document the fate of members of the Church in pre- and post-war Germany. It's a story that's never been told.

"Our challenge is to find as many survivors as possible who can describe what the Church was like before the war, and then fill in the missing pieces of what happened during the war," said Roger Minert, a professor of family history at BYU in the department of Church History and Doctrine. The aim is to interview every surviving member of the Church from those World War II years between 1939 and 1945, and every missionary who served just before or shortly after the war.

The Church was flourishing in Germany prior to the war. There were 12,000 members in Germany at the time, nearly equally divided between the West and the East German missions. Each mission included approximately 60 branches with an estimated 100 members per branch. Branches were established in major cities, including seven in Berlin. Missionaries were baptizing new members. Photographs from the era depict large Sunday School classes. Prospects for the Church were good until the winds of war began to blow in 1935 when Boy Scout troops were disbanded by government order to involve all young men in Hitler Youth.
When Allied bombs began raining on German cities, members of the Church, like all Germans, often scattered, sometimes leaving little trace of their new destinations or welfare. By 1948, all branches in the East German Mission were disbanded, reducing the Church to fractured clusters of members. With the leadership of new mission presidents who were soon called, members were organized once again and began rebuilding their lives and the Church. 

What became of these members during this time, where an estimated 50 percent of priesthood leadership died, is the object of Brother Minert's study.

In the case of the Borks Alfred and Paul Bork were reluctant soldiers. Aaronic Priesthood holders, the two brothers anticipated serving missions before they were pressed into service.
A portrait of the Bork family taken on Christmas Day 1943, the last time the family was together, shows Hellmut as a bright-eyed 10-year-old with his parents, sisters and brothers, who surprised the family by coming home from the war for the holiday.  Their countenances beamed love and happiness. Like many members, the Borks did not approve of the war. Brother Bork's father, Otto, kept a small cardboard suitcase stuffed with family histories, pictures and branch information that he carried with him each time the family ran for cover in an air raid shelter
Today, that history provides extensive detail of members in the Stettin area of Germany and how the Bork family finally regrouped in West Germany after the war before immigrating to the U.S.” END
Questions Arising from these Experiences of the Saints in Germany
The above is truly a shocking and disturbing account of the suffering of the German Saints. 
This is just a record of a small part of those sufferings. The Book ‘On the Wings of faith’ by Elder Babbel is a study not only of the sufferings but also of the great faith and endurance of the Saints. They trusted in Heavenly Father and in many instances were miraculously helped. 
As Sheep Scattered 
When the war started the Saints in Germany were as sheep scattered and left to the ravening wolves. Those that survived were greatly relieved to see the return of the Shepherds:

“And they were scattered because there is no shepherd; and they become meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered.” Ezekiel 34:5

President Grant visited the Saints in Europe in 1937 and then reported his visit in General Conference. However, in this visit no warnings were given of impending wars and the devastating destructions to come. He felt condemned of the Lord for neglecting the saints in Europe in the past and stated “they shall not be neglected in the future as much as in the past…they are entitled to visits every year or two…” However, it took a further eight years before the Authorities were able to pick up the pieces of the stricken Saints.
Why did the missionary speak by the power of the Holy Ghost in tongues to warn of another impending war in Europe and exhort the members that they should go to America? The members of that congregation obeyed his counsel and thereby escaped the devastation. 
Should set policies (remain in your own land) be allowed to override the spirit of revelation and prophecy? Why did nearly one half of all the remaining Saints in Germany decide to leave for America after the war?  
There were many warning signs that a war was inevitable. Was it the will of God that members of the Lord’s Church should suffer amongst the wicked like this? The German Saints being scattered and without leadership probably suffered greater deprivation than the early pioneers. 
Lessons to be Learnt from the Suffering of the German Saints

What can be learnt from this experience of what happened to the members of the Church in Germany during the 2nd World War as pertaining to the future? 
Will the Saints scattered throughout the earth be sufficiently warned and prepared for the major destructions that will take place prior to the Second Coming? 
Will the saints be gathered to the appointed places of refuge or caught up in the destruction of Babylon? What should leaders and members be doing now as part of their preparation?
Is the correct doctrine being taught on the subject of preservation in which the Saints can properly exercise their faith?
Latter Day Saints need to pray for guidance and then be sensitive to the whisperings of the Spirit as they seek to protect their families in the last days. The church needs to be prepared for all circumstances, even gathering as one people for protection as the scriptures direct. 
Will the church learn from the lessons of the past and obey the commandments of God given in His Holy Scriptures in preparation for the Second Coming?
It is imperative that the scriptures in the Doctrine and Covenants are fully understood and implemented to obtain the protection of the Lord. Such was the message of the elder speaking under the guidance of the Holy Ghost as he spoke in sacrament meeting to the German Saints. 
What the Scriptures teach on how Saints should Prepare for Future Destructive Wars

Could what happened to the German Saints in WW2 Be Repeated?

In the Doctrines and Covenants the Lord gave a remarkable prophecy of a future war that would involve the British Isles defending itself against other nations and that war would be poured out upon all nations. How literally this prophecy was fulfilled in the two Great World Wars. See D&C 87:2-3 (See also D&C 42:63-64)

The time will come when greater destructions than what occurred in the 2nd World War will take place. The Lord has said: 

D&C 101: 11: “Mine indignation is soon to be poured out without measure upon all nations; and this will I do when the cup of their iniquity is full”. 
Such will be the carnage and widespread destruction that the Lord states, “I will not spare any that remain in Babylon”. D&C 64: 24
It is in this context that the saints of God need a place of ‘refuge and safety’ as a means of preservation. So the Lord asks this question of His people: For the day of my visitation cometh speedily, in an hour when ye think not of; and where shall be the safety of my people, and refuge for those who those who shall be left of them? D&C 124:10 

The answer to ‘where shall be the safety of my people’ is clearly given in the scriptures:
The way for the saints to escape the Lord’s scourge is follow the commandments the Lord has given to gather to the appointed places:  

D&C 29:7-8: “And ye (the elders) are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts. Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked. 
The City of the New Jerusalem and the stakes surrounded her are identified as the ‘one place’ to which the saints will gather: 

D&C 42:8-9: “And inasmuch as ye shall find them that will receive you ye shall build up my church in every region until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God” see also D&C 42:35-36
Prior to the Second Coming the Lord has warned His people that they will need to gather to Zion to escape the widespread strive that will afflict all nations: as the following scriptures testify: 
D&C 45:64-66, 68-69: “Call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me. And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…and it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety and there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” See D&C 63:32-37 quoted above
Moses 7:61-62: “And great tribulations shall be among the children of men, but my people will I preserve…. and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” 
D&C 133:7-14: “Yea, verily I say unto you again, the time has come when the voice of the Lord is unto you: Go ye out of Babylon; gather ye out from among the nations, from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. Send forth the elders of my church unto the nations which are afar off; unto the islands of the sea; send forth unto foreign lands; …And this shall be their cry, and the voice of the Lord unto all people; Go ye forth unto the Land of Zion …prepare yourselves for the Great Day of the Lord. Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour. Let them, therefore, who are among the gentiles flee unto Zion. And let them who be of Judah flee unto Jerusalem, unto the mountains of the Lord’s house.”  
D&C 97:22-25: “For behold, and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and who shall escape it? The Lord’s scourge shall pass over by night and by day, and the report thereof shall vex all people; yea, it shall not be stayed until the Lord come; for the indignation of the Lord is kindled against their abominations and all their wicked works. Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do all things whatsoever I have commanded her.” 
The Lord has explained what members of the Church need to do to avoid the consequences of being part of the wars prophesied in the scriptures. This is to be accomplished by the saints removing themselves before these events happen:
D&C 63:32-37: “I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; And the saints shall hardly escape; nevertheless I the Lord am with them…Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion…… and lift a warning voice unto the inhabitants of the earth; and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.” 

The clear unmistakable word of the Lord is given in the above scripture. This was also the message of the new elder who spoke by the power of the Holy Ghost in tongues (see page 6). Those who heard his words and obeyed them escaped the conflict of the “2nd World War and preserved their lives. It is necessary to take the drastic action of separation to avoid the horrendous wars caused by the wicked:

“Wherefore, go to now and flee the land, lest your enemies come upon you.” D&C 54:7
Gather for Peace and Safety

It has always been the will of God that His people should be preserved from the powers of evil and the destructive forces they bring. According to the Doctrine and Covenants this was to be accomplished through the principle of gathering.
“And that ye might escape the power of the enemy, and be gathered unto me a righteous people, without spot and blameless: D&C 38:31 see v 29-30; and D&C 45:62-63

In the Doctrine and Covenants the Lord exhorts the Saints to gather for strength and protection: 

“For, behold, I will gather them as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, if they will not harden their hearts” D&C 10:65 (See also D&C 29:2, 7; 43:24) 

In the 1985 Institute manual on the Doctrine and Covenants page 59 in explanation of ‘Even as a hen gathereth her chickens’ it states: “The expression is used three times in the D&C. It evokes the vivid picture of a mother hen who, when danger appears to threaten her chicks, although they may be scattered over the barnyard instantly obey that call and scurry under the protection of her wings.”
Unfortunately, this is not what happened to the German Saints as World War loomed. It is through the principle of gathering that the Lord provides strength and protection to His children, After the saints were expelled from Missouri the Lord explained that His people were to continue to gather in other areas for their peace and safety. 

D&C 105:24-25: “Talk not of judgments, neither boast of faith nor of mighty works, but carefully gather together, as much in one region as can be, consistently with the feelings of the people and behold, I will give unto you favour and grace in their eyes, that you may rest in peace and safety
It is the will of God that His Saints rest in peace and safety avoiding the conflicts caused by the wicked. The Lord has said: 
D&C 98:22: “And again I say unto you, if ye observe to do whatsoever I command you, I the Lord, will turn away all wrath and indignation from you and the gates of hell shall not prevail.” 
By observing the principle of gathering the Lord has promised His people that they would prevail against their enemies and the powers of evil:

D&C 103:6-8: “Behold they shall for I have decreed it, begin to prevail against mine enemies from this very hour. And by hearkening to observe all the words which I, the Lord their God, shall speak unto them, they shall never cease to prevail until the kingdoms of the world are subdued under my feet, and the earth is given unto the saints, to possess it forever and ever. But inasmuch as they keep not my commandments, and hearken not to observe all my words, the Kingdoms of the world shall prevail against them.” 
It states in proverbs: “But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely and shall be quiet from fear of evil.” Proverbs 1:33 

In the light of the above scriptures in which the Lord states: “that you may rest in peace and safety” and “I the Lord, will turn away all wrath and indignation from you” it can be said that the terrible things that happened to the members of the Church in Germany in the 2nd World War may to some extent have been avoided if the commandments of God had been followed. 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel warned of those who speak of  a False Peace 

Jeremiah 23:16-20: “Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, ‘Hearken not unto the words of the Prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the Lord. They say still…...the Lord hath said, ‘Ye shall have peace’; and they say unto every one that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, ‘No evil shall come upon you for who hath stood in the counsel of the Lord, and hath perceived and heard His word? Who hath marked His word and heard of it’. Behold, a whirlwind of the Lord is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall grievously upon the head of the wicked. The anger of the Lord shall not return, until He hath executed, and till He hath performed the thoughts of His heart: In the Latter Days ye shall consider it perfectly.”

Ezekiel spoke concerning declaring peace when there is no peace
Ezekiel 13:10: “And my hand shall be upon the Prophets that see vanity and that divine lies: they shall not be in the assembly of my people….even because they have seduced my people saying ‘peace; and there was no peace” 
The Lord gave a warning of false peace in the ‘Parable of the Nobleman and the Olive Trees’
D&C 101: 46, 48, 50: “Now the servants of the nobleman went and did as their Lord commanded them, and planted the olive trees, and built a hedge round about and set watchmen and began to build a tower. ...And consulted for a long time saying among themselves: ‘What need hath my Lord of this tower (Zion), seeing this is a time of peace.’ and while they were at variance one with another they became very slothful, and they hearkened not unto the commandments of their Lord” 
The Lord has warned that peace will not be found in the last days except in Zion:
D&C 1:35-36: “For I am no respecter of persons and will that all men shall know that the day speedily cometh; the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand, when peace shall be taken from the earth, and the devil shall have power over his own dominion. And also, the Lord shall have power over his saints and shall reign in their midst and shall come down in judgment upon Idumea or the world.” (See also 1st Nephi 14:11-15)

Only in the future Zion will there truly be peace

D&C 45:64-66, 68-69: “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…and it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety and there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.”
Ezekiel warned leaders who looked after their own home interests, whilst neglecting the scattered flock:

Ezekiel 34:1-16: “And the Word of the Lord came unto me, saying, ‘Son of Man, prophesy against the Shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God unto the Shepherds: Woe be to the Shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! Should not the Shepherds feed the flocks? Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool (the best) …but ye feed not the flock……And they were scattered, because there is no Shepherd: and they became meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered. 
My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon every high hill: yea, my flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none did search or seek after them. Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the Word of the Lord. As I live, saith the Lord God, surely because my flock became a prey, and my flock became meat to every beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, neither did my shepherds search for my flock, but the shepherds fed themselves, and fed not the flock; therefore O ye shepherds, hear the word of the Lord:
Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will require my flock at their hand and cause them to cease from feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves anymore; for I will deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them.

For thus saith the Lord God: ‘Behold I, even I will both search my sheep and seek them out. As a Shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so will I seek out my sheep and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. And I will bring them out from the people, and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel…. And I will feed them in a good pasture….and I will feed my flock and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord God. I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick; but I will destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed them through judgment.” 

‘Be of Good Cheer’ President Thomas S Monson April 2009 General Conference

“The setting for my final example of one who persevered and ultimately prevailed, despite overwhelmingly difficult circumstances, begins in East Prussia following World War II.

In about March 1946, less than a year after the end of the war, Ezra Taft Benson, then a member of the Quorum of the Twelve, accompanied by Frederick W. Babbel, was assigned a special post-war tour of Europe for the express purpose of meeting with the Saints, assessing their needs, and providing assistance to them. Elder Benson and Brother Babbel later recounted, from a testimony they heard, the experience of a Church member who found herself in an area no longer controlled by the government under which she had resided.
She and her husband had lived an idyllic life in East Prussia. Then had come the second great world war within their lifetimes. Her beloved young husband was killed during the final days of the frightful battles in their homeland, leaving her alone to care for their four children.
The occupying forces determined that the Germans in East Prussia must go to Western Germany to seek a new home. The woman was German, and so it was necessary for her to go. The journey was over a thousand miles (1,600 km), and she had no way to accomplish it but on foot. She was allowed to take only such bare necessities as she could load into her small wooden-wheeled wagon. Besides her children and these meager possessions, she took with her a strong faith in God and in the gospel as revealed to the latter-day prophet Joseph Smith.

She and the children began the journey in late summer. Having neither food nor money among her few possessions, she was forced to gather a daily subsistence from the fields and forests along the way. She was constantly faced with dangers from panic-stricken refugees and plundering troops.

As the days turned into weeks and the weeks to months, the temperatures dropped below freezing. Each day, she stumbled over the frozen ground, her smallest child—a baby—in her arms. Her three other children struggled along behind her, with the oldest—seven years old—pulling the tiny wooden wagon containing their belongings. Ragged and torn burlap was wrapped around their feet, providing the only protection for them, since their shoes had long since disintegrated. Their thin, tattered jackets covered their thin, tattered clothing, providing their only protection against the cold.

Soon the snows came, and the days and nights became a nightmare. In the evenings she and the children would try to find some kind of shelter—a barn or a shed—and would huddle together for warmth, with a few thin blankets from the wagon on top of them.

She constantly struggled to force from her mind overwhelming fears that they would perish before reaching their destination.

And then one morning the unthinkable happened. As she awakened, she felt a chill in her heart. The tiny form of her three-year-old daughter was cold and still, and she realized that death had claimed the child. Though overwhelmed with grief, she knew that she must take the other children and travel on. First, however, she used the only implement she had—a tablespoon—to dig a grave in the frozen ground for her tiny, precious child.

Death, however, was to be her companion again and again on the journey. Her seven-year-old son died, either from starvation or from freezing or both. Again her only shovel was the tablespoon, and again she dug hour after hour to lay his mortal remains gently into the earth. 
Next, her five-year-old son died, and again she used her tablespoon as a shovel.

Her despair was all consuming. She had only her tiny baby daughter left, and the poor thing was failing. Finally, as she was reaching the end of her journey, the baby died in her arms. The spoon was gone now, so hour after hour she dug a grave in the frozen earth with her bare fingers. Her grief became unbearable. How could she possibly be kneeling in the snow at the graveside of her last child? She had lost her husband and all her children. She had given up her earthly goods, her home, and even her homeland.

In this moment of overwhelming sorrow and complete bewilderment, she felt her heart would literally break. In despair she contemplated how she might end her own life, as so many of her fellow countrymen were doing. How easy it would be to jump off a nearby bridge, she thought, or to throw herself in front of an oncoming train.

And then, as these thoughts assailed her, something within her said, “Get down on your knees and pray.” She ignored the prompting until she could resist it no longer. She knelt and prayed more fervently than she had in her entire life:

“Dear Heavenly Father, I do not know how I can go on. I have nothing left—except my faith in Thee. I feel, Father, amidst the desolation of my soul, an overwhelming gratitude for the atoning sacrifice of Thy Son, Jesus Christ. I cannot express adequately my love for Him. I know that because He suffered and died, I shall live again with my family; that because He broke the chains of death, I shall see my children again and will have the joy of raising them. Though I do not at this moment wish to live, I will do so, that we may be reunited as a family and return—together—to Thee.”

When she finally reached her destination of Karlsruhe, Germany, she was emaciated. Brother Babbel said that her face was a purple gray, her eyes red and swollen, her joints protruding. She was literally in the advanced stages of starvation. 
In a Church meeting shortly thereafter, she bore a glorious testimony, stating that of all the ailing people in her saddened land, she was one of the happiest because she knew that God lived, that Jesus is the Christ, and that He died and was resurrected so that we might live again. She testified that she knew if she continued faithful and true to the end, she would be reunited with those she had lost and would be saved in the celestial kingdom of God. From personal conversations and from Frederick W. Babbel, On Wings of Faith (1972), 40–42.
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