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Introduction
The Saviour has promised to return to the earth in the beginning period of the seventh thousand years, which period has now begun. (See D&C 77:12-13) In preparation for His Coming according to the scriptures the city of Zion the New Jerusalem will be built with Stakes or cities surrounding it. The Saints will be prepared to meet the Saviour by living Celestial Laws such as the United Order and becoming the pure in heart. 
The Fullness of Iniquity as prophesied in scripture is now upon the United States of America and other nations on the American Continent. The crime rate including many murders, immorality, pornography, abortion, corporate dishonesty, pride, greed, love of riches, division of wealth, decline in standards and increase in general wickedness testify of this fact. Political division is now rife. 
Many prophecies in the scriptures and the warnings of the Prophets some quoted in this article will find fulfillment. 
The United States of America will collapse because the Fullness of Iniquity will bring forth the wrath of God. This will open the door to the Redemption of Zion and the final Gathering of Israel from all nations. Many of the Jews in the USA will desire to return to Israel when the collapse of the USA occurs.

What is said in this study concerning the destruction of the United States equally applies to other nations of the earth where Babylon is being created, especially on the American Continent North and South and Europe. This study concentrates on scriptures and statements concerning the United States because this is where the church headquarters are found and where Zion will be established. This study does not imply that The United States will be the first nation to collapse or will suffer more than others. 
See the studies in the folder  https://malcolmtwigg.com/second-coming-destructions/
The Scriptures Warn of the Need for Righteousness in America
The Prophets in the Book of Mormon gave warning of the need for righteousness of those who inhabit the lands of America or they would be swept off:

2 Nephi 1:7: “Wherefore, this land is consecrated unto Him whom He shall bring. And if it so be that they shall serve Him according to the commandments which He hath given, it shall be a land of liberty unto them; wherefore, they shall never be brought down into captivity; if so, it shall be because of iniquity; for if iniquity shall abound cursed shall be the land for their sakes, but unto the righteous it shall be blessed forever.” 

(See Helaman 13:17-23, 30-35; Mormon 1:17-19; 2:10)
Ether 13:2: “For behold, they rejected all the words of Ether; for he truly told them of all things, from the beginning of man; and that after the waters had receded from off the face of this land it became a choice land above all other lands, a chosen land of the Lord; wherefore the Lord would have that all men should serve him who dwell upon the face thereof.” 
Ether 2:7-12: “And the Lord would not suffer that they should stop beyond the sea in the wilderness, but He would that they should come forth even unto the Land of Promise, which was choice above all other lands, which the Lord God had preserved for a righteous people. And He had sworn in his wrath unto the brother of Jared that whoso should possess this Land of Promise, from that time henceforth and forever, should serve Him, the true and only God, or they should be swept off when the fullness of His wrath should come upon them.
And now, we can behold the decrees of God concerning this land, that it is a Land of Promise; and whatsoever nation shall possess it shall serve God, or they shall be swept off when the fullness of His wrath shall come upon them; and the fullness of His wrath cometh upon them when they are ripened in iniquity. For behold, this is a land which is choice above all other lands; wherefore he that doth possess it shall serve God or shall be swept off; for it is the everlasting decree of God. And it is not until the fulness of iniquity among the children of the land that they are swept off.
And this cometh unto you, O ye Gentiles, that ye may know the decrees of God--that ye may repent, and not continue in your iniquities until the fulness come, that ye may not bring down the fulness of the wrath of God upon you as the inhabitants of the land have hitherto done. Behold, this is a choice land, and whatsoever nation shall possess it shall be free from bondage, and from captivity, and from all other nations under heaven, if they will but serve the God of the land, who is Jesus Christ, who hath been manifested by the things, which we have written.”

Alma 37:28: “For behold, there is a curse upon all this land that destruction shall come upon all those workers of darkness, according to the power of God, when they are fully ripe; therefore I desire that this people might not be destroyed.”
Alma 45:16: “And he said: ‘Thus saith the Lord God--cursed shall be the land, yea, this land, unto every nation, kindred, tongue, and people, unto destruction, which do wickedly, when they are fully ripe; and as I have said so shall it be; for this is the cursing and the blessing of God upon the land, for the Lord cannot look upon sin with the least degree of allowance.”

The Curse of the Slippery Treasures

One of the curses on the land mentioned in the previous scriptures is the curse of the slippery treasures or riches. When the inhabitants of the land generally turn wicked and set their hearts upon their riches that curse can become operative. 
Helaman 13:17-19, 21: “And behold, a curse shall come upon the land, saith the Lord of Hosts, because of the peoples' sake who are upon the land, yea, because of their wickedness and their abominations. And it shall come to pass, saith the Lord of Hosts, yea, our great and true God, that whoso shall hide up treasures in the earth shall find them again no more, because of the great curse of the land, save he be a righteous man and shall hide it up unto the Lord. 
For I will, saith the Lord, that they shall hide up their treasures unto me; and cursed be they who hide not up their treasures unto me; for none hideth up their treasures unto me save it be the righteous; and he that hideth not up his treasures unto me, cursed is he, and also the treasure, and none shall redeem it because of the curse of the land. Behold ye, the people of this great city, and hearken unto my words; yea, hearken unto the words which the Lord saith; for behold, he saith that ye are cursed because of your riches, and also are your riches cursed because ye have set your hearts upon them, and have not hearkened unto the words of him who gave them unto you.”

Mormon 1:18: “And these Gadianton robbers, who were among the Lamanites, did infest the land, insomuch that the inhabitants thereof began to hide up their treasures in the earth; and they became slippery, because the Lord had cursed the land, that they could not hold them, nor retain them again.”
Could this one day apply to the ever increasing national debt burden of the USA. 

For example in 2008 the debt burden stood at 9,398,191,100,071 with each citizen's share of this debt standing at $30,947. Then note the increase in 2020 and then 2025.  
4 May 2020 25,000,000,000,000 each citizen’s share of this debt is $78,000
5 Nov 2025  38,006,275,000,000 each citizen’s share of this debt $111,353
Increasing Debt is like slowly blowing up a Balloon. The pressure continually increases to the point that the whole thing bursts and nothing is left but the pieces.  

The Sword of Justice- The Writing is on the Wall

3 Nephi 20:20-21: “And it shall come to pass, saith the Father that the sword of my justice shall hang over them at that day; and except they repent it shall fall upon them, saith the Father, yea, even upon all the nations of the Gentiles. And it shall come to pass that I will establish my people, O House of Israel.” 
3 Nephi 29:4: “And when ye shall see these sayings coming forth among you, then ye need not any longer spurn at the doings of the Lord, for the sword of his justice is in his right hand; and behold, at that day, if ye shall spurn at his doings he will cause that it shall soon overtake you.”
Helaman 13:5: “Behold I, Samuel, a Lamanite, do speak the words of the Lord which he doth put into my heart; and behold he hath put it into my heart to say unto this people that the sword of justice hangeth over this people…” 
The Saviour spoke of the Consequences of Unrighteousness in America
3 Nephi 16:10  “And thus commandeth the Father that I should say unto you: ‘At that day when the Gentiles shall sin against my gospel, and shall reject the fulness of my gospel, and shall be lifted up in the pride of their hearts above all nations, and above all the people of the whole earth, and shall be filled with all manner of lyings, and of deceits, and of mischief’s, and all manner of hypocrisy, and murders, and priestcrafts, and whoredoms, and of secret abominations; and if they shall do all those things, and shall reject the fulness of my gospel, behold, saith the Father, I will bring the fulness of my gospel from among them.” 
3 Nephi 21:12-21: “And my people who are a remnant of Jacob shall be among the Gentiles, yea, in the midst of them as a lion among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the flocks of sheep, who, if he go through both treadeth down and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver (See also 3 Nephi 20:16-20; 16:14-15) Their hand shall be lifted up upon their adversaries, and all their enemies shall be cut off. 

Yea, Wo be unto the Gentiles except they repent; for it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Father, that I will cut off thy horses out of the midst of thee, and I will destroy thy chariots; And I will cut off the cities of thy land, and throw down all thy strongholds. And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thy land, and thou shalt have no more soothsayers; Thy graven images I will also cut off, and thy standing images out of the midst of thee, and thou shalt no more worship the works of thy hand. And I will pluck up thy groves out of the midst of thee; so will I destroy thy cities. And it shall come to pass that all lyings, and deceivings, and envyings, and strife’s, and priestcrafts, and whoredoms, shall be done away. For it shall come to pass, saith the Father, that at that day whosoever will not repent and come unto my Beloved Son, them will I cut off from among my people, O house of Israel; And I will execute vengeance and fury upon them, even as upon the heathen, such as they have not heard.”
3 Nephi 22:3: “For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left, and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.”

The same applies to all Gentile nations

2 Nephi 27:1-2: “But, behold, in the last days, or in the days of the Gentiles—yea, behold all the nations of the Gentiles and also the Jews, both those who shall come upon this land and those who shall be upon other lands, yea, even upon all the lands of the earth, behold, they will be drunken with iniquity and all manner of abominations—And when that day shall come they shall be visited of the Lord of Hosts, with thunder and with earthquake, and with a great noise, and with storm, and with tempest, and with the flame of devouring fire.”
The Lord has warned of the future destruction of cities in the U.S.A

D&C 84:114-115: “Nevertheless, let the Bishop go unto the city of New York, also the city of Albany, and also to the city of Boston, and warn the people of those cities with the sound of the gospel, with a loud voice, of the desolation and utter abolishment which await them if they do reject these things. For if they do reject these things, the hour of their judgment is nigh, and their house shall be left unto them desolate.”
Statements of Leaders of the Church on the Desolation of The United States
The Prophet Joseph taught: “These are the testimonies that the Good shepherd will put forth his own sheep, and lead them out from all nations where they have been scattered in a cloudy and dark day, to Zion, and to Jerusalem; besides many more testimonies which might be bought. And now I am prepared to say by the authority of Jesus Christ, that not many years shall pass away before the United States shall present such a scene of bloodshed as has not a parallel in the history of our nation; pestilence, hail, famine, and earthquake will sweep the wicked of this generation from off the face of the land, to open and prepare the way for the return of the lost tribes of Israel from the North country…Repent ye, repent ye, and embrace the everlasting covenant, and flee to Zion, before the overflowing scourge overtake you…”   Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 17    
Elder Mark E Petersen writing of the future destiny of America quoted the above statement of the Prophet and stated:  “In writing to N.E. Seaton, a publisher in Rochester, New York, on January 4 1833, the Prophet Joseph said: ‘The City of Zion spoken of by David, in the one hundred and second Psalm, will be built upon the land of America. “And the ransomed shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads” (Isaiah 35:10); and then they will be delivered from the overflowing scourge that shall pass through the land.
In the same letter he (Joseph) predicted that the United States will be cleansed of the wicked by pestilence, hail, famine, and earthquake “to open and prepare the way for the return of the lost tribes of Israel.”  The overflowing scourge he refers to is mentioned by the Lord in section 5 of the Doctrine and Covenants wherein he says: 
D&C 5:19-20: “For a desolating scourge shall go forth among the inhabitants of the earth, and shall continue to be poured out from time to time, if they repent not, until the earth is empty and the inhabitants thereof are consumed away and utterly destroyed by the brightness of my coming Behold, I tell you these things, even as I also told the people of the destruction of Jerusalem; and my word shall be verified at this time as it hath hitherto been verified.” 

It is referred to likewise in D&C 45:31: “And there shall be men standing in that generation that shall not pass until they shall see an overflowing scourge; for a desolating sickness shall cover the land.”

But the Prophet, as above quoted, says the righteous will be delivered from this affliction.” End of Quote ‘The Great Prologue’ by Elder Mark E. Petersen page 110-111
President Wilford Woodruff spoke of destruction to come upon the United States: “I warn future historians to give credence to my history; for my testimony is true, and the truth of its record will be manifest in the world to come. All the words of the Lord will be fulfilled upon the nations, which are written in this book. The American nation will be broken in pieces like a potter’s vessel, and will be cast down to hell if it does not repent-and this because of murders, whoredoms, wickedness and all manner of abominations, for the Lord has spoken it.”(Quoted in Wilford Woodruff, history of his life and labours by Matthias F Cowley (P 530-531)
In 1880 Wilford Woodruff also said: “I ask myself the question, “Can the American nation escape? The answer comes, No. its destruction, as well as the destruction of the world is sure; just as sure as the Lord cut off and destroyed the two great and prosperous nations that once inhabited this continent of North and South America, because of their wickedness, so will He them destroy, and sooner or later they will reap the fruits of their own wicked acts, and be numbered among the past…….. There are changes awaiting us, they are even nigh at our very doors, and I know it by the visions of heaven; I know it by the administrations of angels, and I know it by the inspiration of heaven…”
President Heber C. Kimball: “An army of Elders will be sent to the four quarters of the earth to search out the righteous and warn the wicked of what is coming. All kinds of religions will be started and miracles performed that will deceive the very elect it that were possible. Our sons and daughters must live pure lives so as to be prepared for what is coming. After a while the gentiles will gather by the thousands to this place, and Salt Lake City will be classed among the wicked cities of the world. A spirit of speculation and extravagance will take possession of the Saints, and the results will be financial bondage.
Persecution comes next and all true Latter-day Saints will be tested to the limit. Many will apostatize and others will be still not knowing what to do. Darkness will cover the earth and gross darkness the minds of the people. The judgments of God will be poured out on the wicked to the extent that our Elders from far and near will be called home, or in other words the gospel will be taken from the Gentiles and later on carried to the Jews.
The western boundary of the State of Missouri will be swept so clean of its inhabitants that As President Young tells us, when you return to that place, there will not be left so much as a yellow dog to wag his tail. Before that day comes, however, the Saints will be put to tests that will try the integrity of the best of them. The pressure will become so great that the more righteous among them will cry unto the Lord day and night until deliverance comes. Then the prophet and others will make their appearance and those who have remained faithful will be selected to return to Jackson County, Missouri, and take part in the up building of that beautiful city, the New Jerusalem. Heber C. Kimball - Deseret News, May 23, 1931.
Knowing the Hearts of the People in our own Land?

D&C 38:29-30 “Ye hear of wars in far countries, and you say that there will soon be great wars in far countries, but ye know not the hearts of men in your own land. I tell you these things because of your prayers; wherefore, treasure up wisdom in your bosoms, lest the wickedness of men reveal these things unto you by their wickedness, in a manner which shall speak in your ears with a voice louder than that which shall shake the earth; but if ye are prepared ye shall not fear.” 
D&C 45:63: “Ye hear of wars in foreign lands; but behold, I say unto you, they are nigh, even at your doors, and not many years hence ye shall hear of wars in your own lands.”
Where shall be the Safety of my People?
The Lord asks this poignant question of His people:
D&C 124:10: “For the day of my visitation cometh speedily, in an hour when ye think not of; and where shall be the safety of my people and refuge for those who shall be left of them?”
The Lord has promised that the Land of Zion will escape the devastation if members of the Church observe to keep the commandments: 

D&C 97:22-25: “For behold, and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and who shall escape it? The Lord’s scourge shall pass over by night and by day, and the report thereof shall vex all people; yea, it shall not be stayed until the Lord come; for the indignation of the Lord is kindled against their abominations and all their wicked works. Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do all things whatsoever I have commanded her.” 
The Lord explains that the Saints can only obtain the land of Zion by purchase or by blood. See D&C 63:27-31 and then adds if they do not willingly purchase the land they will be scourged from city to city

D&C 63:31: “And if by blood, as you are forbidden to shed blood, lo, your enemies are upon you, and ye shall be scourged from city to city, and from synagogue to synagogue, and but few shall stand to receive an inheritance”
D&C 63:34: “And the saints shall hardly escape nevertheless I the Lord am with them.”
The Lord has Promised a Cleansing of the Land

Waste and Desolate Places

D&C 105:13-15: “Therefore it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season, for the Redemption of Zion. For behold, I do not require at their hands to fight the battles of Zion; for, as I said in a former commandment, even so will I fulfill--I will fight your battles. Behold, the destroyer I have sent forth to destroy and lay waste mine enemies; and not many years hence they shall not be left to pollute mine heritage, and to blaspheme my name upon the lands which I have consecrated for the Gathering together of my Saints.” 
D&C 101:16-18: “Therefore, let your hearts be comforted concerning Zion; for all flesh is in mine hands; be still and know that I am God. Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion” 
Isaiah 49:18-19: “Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all these gather themselves together, and come to thee. As I live, saith the Lord, thou shalt surely clothe thee with them all, as with an ornament, and bind them on thee, as a bride doeth. For thy waste and thy desolate places, and the land of thy destruction, shall even now be too narrow by reason of the inhabitants, and they that swallowed thee up shall be far away.”

Isaiah 54:3: “For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.” (3 Nephi 22:3)
D&C 101:85-90: “Thus will I liken the children of Zion. Let them importune at the feet of the judge; And if he heed them not, let them importune at the feet of the governor; And if the governor heed them not, let them importune at the feet of the president; And if the president heed them not, then will the Lord arise and come forth out of his hiding place, and in his fury vex the nation; And in his hot displeasure, and in his fierce anger, in His time, will cut off those wicked, unfaithful, and unjust stewards, and appoint them their portion among hypocrites, and unbelievers.”
The House of God with its headquarters in the U.S.A is to be chastened: 

D&C 112:24-25: “Behold, vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, a day of wrath, a day of burning, a day of desolation of weeping, of mourning, and of lamentation; and as a whirlwind it shall come upon all the face of the earth, saith the Lord. And upon my house shall it begin, and from my house shall it go forth, saith the Lord”.
After Much Tribulation come the Blessings-the Redemption of Zion

The Lord has promised the Redemption of Zion after much tribulation: 

D&C 103:11-13: “But verily I say unto you, I have decreed that your brethren which have been scattered shall return to the lands of their inheritances, and shall build up the waste places of Zion. For after much tribulation, as I have said unto you in a former commandment, cometh the blessing. Behold, this is the blessing which I have promised after your tribulations, and the tribulations of your brethren--your redemption, and the redemption of your brethren, even their restoration to the Land of Zion, to be established, no more to be thrown down.” 
The early saints laid the foundation for the future blessings of Zion: 

D&C 58:3-7: “Ye cannot behold with your natural eyes, for the present time, the design of your God concerning those things which shall come hereafter, and the glory which shall follow after much tribulation. For after much tribulation come the blessings. Wherefore the day cometh that ye shall be crowned with much glory; the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand. Remember this, which I tell you before, that you may lay it to heart, and receive that which is to follow. 
Behold, verily I say unto you, for this cause I have sent you-that you might be obedient, and that your hearts might be prepared to bear testimony of the things which are to come; And also that you might be honored in laying the foundation, and in bearing record of the land upon which the Zion of God shall stand.”

What Can the Saints do to Prepare for the Collapse of the Nations?

See the studies in the folder Second Coming/Destructions
So much depends on the desire of the Saints and what they seek
D&C 38:18-19: “And I hold forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a Land of Promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse when the lord cometh. And I will give it unto you for the land of your inheritance, if you seek it with all your hearts.”

D&C 64:34 “Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the willing and obedient shall eat the good of the land of Zion in these last days.”

D&C 45:65-67: “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you. And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God; And the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion.
The Saints will only Escape as they show Faith in the Revelations
The Lord uses such terms as “If they are faithful” “Inasmuch as they are willing”, “Inasmuch as they follow the counsel”, “Inasmuch as they hearken”.
The Lord expects His people to exercise their agency in obedience to the commandments to establish Zion as a place of safety. The Lord responds according to the faith and prayers of His people. He has given all the revelations that are required to commence the Redemption of Zion. It is therefore dependent upon the exercise of faith by leaders and members to bring them to pass the fulfillment of the revelations given. When members of the Church have all that they need in wealth, security, health, education, family and position in the world, there can develop a reluctance to jeopardise those circumstances in a time of peace, by taking the steps necessary to redeem Zion.
D&C 103:35-36: “All victory and glory is brought to pass unto you through your diligence, faithfulness, and prayers of faith.” 
D&C 52:42-43: “And thus, even as I have said, if ye are faithful ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies. But Behold, I, the Lord, will hasten the city in its time, and will crown the faithful with joy and with rejoicing.” 

D&C 101:63-64:“I will show unto you wisdom in me concerning all the churches, inasmuch as they are willing to be guided in a right and proper way for their salvation-that the work of the gathering of my saints may continue, that I may build them up unto my name upon Holy Places; for the time of harvest is come, and my word must needs be fulfilled.” 
D&C 101:99-100: “Therefore, it is my will that my people should claim, and hold claim upon that which I have appointed unto them, though they should not be permitted to dwell thereon. Nevertheless, I do not say they shall not dwell thereon; for inasmuch as they bring forth fruit and works meet for my kingdom they shall dwell thereon.”
D&C 105:37: “And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive, they shall have power after many days to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion.” 

D&C 103:5: “But verily I say unto you, that I have decreed a decree which my people shall realize inasmuch as they hearken from this very hour unto the counsel which I, the Lord their God, shall give unto them.” 

What is that counsel?  

D&C 101:74: “And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion” (See D&C 101:68-70, 72)
The Saints are Warned of Complacency in a Time of Peace

The saints are warned of the consequences of failure to exercise sufficient faith in following the counsel of the Lord as it pertains to Zion because of complacency in a time of peace and prosperity: 

D&C 101:8: “In the day of their peace they esteemed lightly my counsel; but, in the day of their trouble, of necessity they feel after me.” 

D&C 101: 48, 50: “And consulted for a long time saying among themselves: What need hath my Lord of this tower (Zion), seeing this is a time of peace?”……”and while they were at variance one with another they became very slothful, and they hearkened not unto the commandments of their Lord” (See the whole parable D&C 101:43-62)
The saints cannot be passive and allow others to inhabit the appointed lands without offending God:

D&C 101:97-98: “Let not that which I have appointed be polluted by mine enemies by the consent of those who call themselves after my name. For this is a very sore and grievous sin against me, and against my people, in consequence of those things which I have decreed and which are soon to befall the nations.”  
The Commandment to Gather is Part of the Preparation
See the study The Final Gathering to Zion and Her Stakes for Safety
D&C 101:22: “Behold, it is my will that all they who call on my name, and worship me according to mine everlasting gospel, should gather together, and stand in holy places” 
D&C 29:8: “Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of this land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.” 
D&C 63:32-37: “I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; And the saints shall hardly escape; nevertheless I the Lord am with them…Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion…and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.” 
D&C 45:68-69: “And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” 
The State of the American Nations Today-Fullness of Iniquity
The fullness of iniquity is reached when violence and chaos abounds. When it is no longer safe for a family to have the peace necessary for their normal development. The fullness of Iniquity is described in Enoch’s day: “And from that time forth there were wars and bloodshed among them….” Moses 7:16 
The Lord described to Enoch how this came about:
Moses 7:32-34: “And the Lord said unto Enoch, “Behold these thy brethren; they are the workmanship of mine own hands, and I gave unto them their knowledge in the day I created them; and in the garden of Eden, gave I unto man his agency. And unto thy brethren have I said and also given commandment that they should love one another and that they should choose me their Father; but behold they are without affection, and they hate their own blood. 
And the fire of mine indignation is kindled against them and in my hot displeasure will I send in the floods upon them, for my fierce anger is kindled against them.” 
 Moses 8:22: “And God saw that the wickedness of men had become great in the earth; and every man was lifted up in the imagination of the thoughts of his heart, being only evil continually” 
Moses 8:28, 30: “The earth was corrupt before God, and it was filled with violence…. and God said unto Noah; the end of all flesh is come before me, for the earth is filled with violence, and behold I will destroy all flesh from off the earth” (see Genesis 6:5, 11-13) 

See the study “The Fullness of Iniquity brings forth the Judgements of God.”

American Society is now as bad as Sodom and Gomorrah

Leaders of the Church have recently acknowledged that the standards of society are now as bad as Sodom and Gomorrah. The crime rate involving much violence and murder, the immorality, pornography, abortion, corporate dishonesty, pride, love of riches, and the great division of wealth testify of this. 
President Hinckley said:  “No one need tell you that we are living in a very difficult season in the history of the world. Standards are dropping everywhere. Nothing seems to be sacred any more. As President Faust has indicated, the family appears to be falling apart. The traditional family is under heavy attack. I do not know that things were worse in the times of Sodom and Gomorrah. At that season Abraham bargained with the Lord to save these cities for the sake of the righteous. 
Notwithstanding his pleas, things were so bad that Jehovah decreed their destruction. They and their wicked inhabitants were annihilated. We see similar conditions today. They prevail all across the world. I think our Father must weep as He looks down upon His wayward sons and daughters”. Worldwide Leadership Training Meeting 10 Jan 2004.

President Boyd K Packer speaking to Church Educational System Educator said: 
“I know of nothing in the history of the church or in the history of the world to compare with our present circumstances. Nothing happened in Sodom and Gomorrah which exceeds in wickedness and depravity that which surrounds us now…..Words of profanity, vulgarity, and blasphemy are heard everywhere. Unspeakable wickedness and perversion were once hid in dark places; now they are in the open, even accorded legal protection. At Sodom and Gomorrah these things were localised. Now they are spread across the world, and they are among us….. The world is spiralling downward at an ever-quickening pace. I am sorry to tell you that it will not get better….Surely you can see what the adversary is about. The first line of defence, the home, is crumbling”. Church News week ending 14 Feb 2004
Elder Boyd K. Packer has also stated: “It is a wicked, wicked world in which we live and in which our children must find their way. Challenges of pornography, gender confusion, immorality, child abuse, drug addiction, and all the rest are everywhere. There is no way to escape from their influence. Some are led by curiosity into temptation, then into experimentation, and some become trapped in addiction. They lose hope and the adversary harvests his crop and binds them down” May 2006 Ensign
Immorality of all description defiles the Land :
Leviticus 18:22, 24-25, 27-28, 30: “Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it [is] an abomination…Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you: And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants. For all these abominations have the men of the land done, which [were] before you, and the land is defiled…. that the land spue not you out also, when ye defile it, as it spued out the nations that [were] before you.” (See Leviticus 20:10, 13, 22-24)
These conditions of wickedness in society are evident for all to see. There has been a rapid decline in standards in recent years with a great increase in immorality and violence. This combined wickedness creates a society which the scriptures call Babylon. 
The Prophet Joseph pleaded with the Lord to delay the judgments and spare the righteous until they were gathered out from the wicked:

D&C 109:39-40: “And whatsoever city thy servants shall enter, and the people of that city receive their testimony, let thy peace and thy salvation be upon that city, that they may gather out of that city the righteous, that they may come forth to Zion or to her stakes, the places of thine appointment, with songs of everlasting joy and until this is accomplished, let not thy judgments fall upon that city.” 

See the talk “Warnings from the Past” Elder Mark E Petersen April 1971 Gen Conf. https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/1971/06/warnings-from-the-past?lang=eng
Scriptures Used in this Study
Book of Mormon: 2 Nephi 1:7; 2 Nephi 27:1-2;  Alma 37:28; 45:16; Helaman 3:5; 3 Nephi 16:10; 3 Nephi 20:20-21; 3 Nephi 21:12-21; 22:3; 29:4; Ether 2:7-12; 13:2.  

Doctrine and Covenants: D & C 1:12-14; 5:19-20; 29:8; 38:18-19; 38:29-30; 45:31; 45:63; 45:64-66; 45:68-69; 58:3-7; 63:31; 63:32-37; 64:24; 76:29; 84:114-115; 97:22-25; 101:8; 101:16-18; 101:22; 101:48,50; 101:63-64; 101:74; 101:85-90; 101:97-98; 101:99-100; 103:5; 103:11-13; 103:35-36; 105:13-15; 105:37; 109:39-40; 112:24-25; 124:10; 

Old Testament: Leviticus 18:22, 24-25, 27-28, 30; Isaiah 54:3; 
Pearl of Great Price: Moses 7:16; 7:32-34; Moses 8:22; 8:28,30.
Quotes: 
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 17    
The Great Prologue’ by Elder Mark E. Petersen page 110-111
Quoted in Wilford Woodruff, history of his life by Matthias F Cowley (P530-531)
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