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Introduction

Part of the Challenge of Life is to be Proved and Tested. 
The Lord has said: 

Abraham 3:25: “And we will prove them herewith to see if they will do all things whatsoever the Lord their God shall command them.”
D&C 98:12-15: “For He will give unto the faithful line upon line, precept upon precept; and I will try you and prove you herewith. And whoso layeth down his life in my cause, for my name’s sake, shall find it again, even life eternal……For I have decreed in my heart, saith the Lord that I will prove you in all things, whether you will abide in my covenant, even unto death, that you may be found worthy, for if ye will not abide in my covenant ye are not worthy of me.”

D&C 124:55: “….That you may prove yourselves unto me that ye are faithful in all things whatsoever I command you, that I may bless you, and crown you with honor, immortality, and eternal life.” 

D&C 132:51: “For I did it, saith the Lord, to prove you all, as I did Abraham, and that I might require an offering at your hand, by covenant and sacrifice.” 

It is through Church membership that the Lord tests his saints to see whether they will abide in His Covenant through thick and thin. To be justified members of the church need to learn and obey the Law of God given in this dispensation. This Law has primarily come through head of this dispensation the Prophet Joseph Smith and is written in the Doctrine and Covenants.
To be on the covenant path it is essential to have a belief in the fundamental doctrines of the church. For example Faith in Jesus Christ without which there can be no salvation. 

There is a standard of worthiness expected of members of the church. The Lord has given a pattern of who is acceptable as a member of His Church. There is a way to discern between the righteous and the wicked. The Lord has given His definition of the wicked and rebellious. The Spirit is grieved and withdrawn from those who stop keeping their covenants. Leaders need to apply discipline in the church when required to be justified before God. The scriptures explain how offences can be resolved and the importance of forgiving others their trespasses. It is of vital importance to endure to the end faithfully to receive the promised blessings.  
The Church is the Kingdom of God on the Earth

The Church of Jesus Christ is literally the Kingdom of God upon the earth. The following scripture is one of many that testify of this fact.
D&C 29:5: “Lift up your hearts and be glad, for I am in your midst, and am your advocate with the Father; and it is His good will to give you the Kingdom” 
President Hinkley declared: 

“This church, I submit, is far more than a social organisation where we gather together to enjoy one another’s company. It is more than Sunday school and Relief Society and Priesthood Meeting. It is more than Sacrament meeting, more even than Temple Service. It is the Kingdom of God in the earth. It behoves us to act in a manner befitting membership in that Kingdom.” President Gordon B. Hinckley Oct 2003 General Conference Nov Ensign page 84

To be Justified the Saints need to Obey the Law of Christ
D&C 88:36, 38-39: “All kingdoms have law given….  and unto every kingdom is given a law; and unto every law there are certain bounds and conditions. All beings who abide not in those conditions are not justified.” 
D&C 42:2: “Again I say unto you, hearken and hear and obey the law which I shall give unto you.” 
D&C 42:66: “Ye shall observe the laws which ye have received and be faithful.” 
D&C 51:2: “For it must needs be that they be organized according to my laws; if otherwise, they will be cut off.”
D&C 88:21: “And they who are not sanctified through the Law which I have given unto you, even the Law of Christ, must inherit another Kingdom…” 
D&C 88:35: “That which breaketh a law and abideth not by law, but seeketh to become a law unto itself, and willeth to abide in sin, and altogether abideth in sin, cannot be sanctified by Law …  therefore they must remain filthy still.” 
The Law of God is Found in the Scriptures

D&C 32:4: “And they shall give heed to that which is written and pretend to no other revelation and they shall pray always that I may unfold the same to their understanding.” 
D&C 42:59-60: “Thou shalt take the things which thou hast received, which have been given unto thee in my scriptures for a Law to be my Law to govern my church; and he that doeth according to these things shall be saved, and he that doeth them not shall be damned if he so continue.” 
D&C 42:28: “Thou knowest my laws concerning these things are given in my scriptures. He that sinneth and repenteth not shall be cast out.” 
Belief in the Fundamental Doctrines of the Church

It is important that members belief in the fundamental doctrines of the church. They should believe in the Godhead and that Jesus Christ is the Saviour and Redeemer of mankind. They should believe that Joseph Smith is a Prophet of God, and that the Book of Mormon is the Word of God. Members of the Church should also believe that the Priesthood of God has been restored and that today the First Presidency and the Twelve hold the keys of the Priesthood, to direct the work of God in this period of time. 

There is No Salvation without Faith in Jesus Christ

The scriptures abound in testimony that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Saviour and Redeemer of Mankind. The importance of members having faith in Jesus Christ is stressed by Moroni:
Moroni 7:39: “But behold, my beloved brethren, I judge better things of you, for I judge that ye have Faith in Christ because of your meekness; for if ye have not faith in Him then ye are not fit to be numbered among the people of His church.” 

D&C 33:12 “Behold, verily, verily, I say unto you, this is my gospel; and remember that they shall have faith in me or they can in nowise be saved.” 

Preach My Gospel page 7: In the section “The message of the Restoration-The Foundation of faith” the missionaries are required to ‘make sure that everyone they teach understands the following’:
“God is our literal Father in Heaven….. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is our Saviour and Redeemer. Our Father in Heaven sent His beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to earth. He performed miracles, and taught His Gospel. He accomplished the Atonement and was resurrected. Beginning with the First Vision God has again reached out in love to his children. He restored the Gospel of Jesus Christ, His Priesthood authority, and organized His Church on the earth through the Prophet Joseph Smith. The Book of Mormon is convincing evidence of this restoration.” END
At the rededication of the Santiago Chile Temple Elder L. Tom Perry of the Council of the Twelve recalled how testimonies are built upon four cornerstones of faith:
Four Cornerstones of Faith


First cornerstone: A faith on Jesus Christ -Indeed, He is our anchor; our chief cornerstone.


Second cornerstone: The First Vision of Joseph Smith. Through the boy Joseph's essential First Vision, faith and understanding of Deity was brought to a new era. Once again, mankind could know the nature of God…

The third cornerstone: The Book of Mormon. Another testimony of Christ, the Book of Mormon is the most convincing truth available of the mission of Joseph Smith….

The fourth cornerstone: The Holy Priesthood. Through Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery, the holy priesthood was again restored to the earth. The priesthood governs all things. It directs all things. It sustains all things. Church News March 18 2006. 

These are fundamental doctrines that should be accepted by all members of the church.
Faith without Works is Dead

Faith is not only belief but also the courage to act. In the Book of James it states that Faith without works is dead:
James 2:1: “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath Faith, and have not works? Can faith save him?” 

James 2:26: “For as the body without the Spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” 

D&C 6:13: “If thou wilt do good, yea and hold out faithful to the end, thou shalt be saved in the Kingdom of God.” 

It is in doing the will of God that salvation is obtained.
Matthew 7:20-21: “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in Heaven.” 
Matthew 7: 24-27: “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.”
Matthew 6:33: “But seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” (see 3 Nephi 13:33)
Obligations of Membership-A Standard of Worthiness
To those who are mature enough to be responsible for their actions membership in the church has obligations and requirements.
The following scriptures teach the obligation of All members to show their worthiness whether active or less active 
D&C 20:69: “And the members shall manifest before the church, and also before the elders, by a godly walk and conversation, that they are worthy of it that there may be works and faith agreeable to the holy scriptures-walking in holiness before me.”
D&C 42:78: “And again, every person who belongeth to this church of Christ shall observe to keep all the commandments and covenants of the church.” (See D&C 42:13)

D&C 107:84: “Thus, none shall be exempted from the justice and the laws of God that all things may be done in order….according to truth and righteousness.”
D&C 107:99-100: “Wherefore, now let every man learn his duty, and to act in the office in which he is appointed, in all diligence. He that is slothful shall not be counted worthy to stand, and he that learns not his duty and shows himself not approved shall not be counted worthy to stand. Even so Amen”
Members of the church should not have a lifestyle that involves what the church calls serious transgression. They should be willing to fellowship with other members of the church by attending meetings and accepting visits from members. They will have their address properly registered on church records when they move area. 
Test of Membership-Minimum Standards Required

There are basic minimum standards required of investigators before being allowed to be baptised and confirmed members of the church.
D&C 20:37: “All those who humble themselves before God, and who Desire to be baptised, and Come forth with broken heart and contrite spirits, and Witness before the church that they have truly repented of all their sins, and are willing to take them the name of Jesus Christ, Having a determination to serve him to the end, and truly manifest by their works that they have received of the Spirit of Christ unto the remission of their sins; shall be received by baptism into His church.” 
Moroni 6:2-3: “Neither did they receive any unto baptism save they came forth with a broken heart and a contrite spirit, and witnessed unto the church that they truly repented of all their sins, and none were received unto baptism save they took upon them the name of Christ, having a determination to serve him to the end.”
It is vital that new converts remain humble, repentant, and determined to endure faithful to the Gospel. In the Baptismal interview the prospective convert is asked if they are ready to make a covenant with the Lord:
“When you are baptised, you covenant with God that you are willing to take upon yourself the name of Christ and keep His commandments throughout your life. Are you ready to make this covenant and strive to be faithful to it?” ‘Preach My Gospel’ page 206.
Further in the baptismal interview conducted by the Mission leaders prior to baptism investigators are asked the following questions: 
“You have been taught that membership in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints includes living gospel standards. What do you understand of the following standards? Are you willing to obey them?

1. The law of chastity, which prohibits any sexual relationship outside the bonds of a legal marriage between a man and a woman.

2. The law of Tithing

3. The Word of Wisdom

4. The Sabbath Day, including partaking of the sacrament weekly and rendering service to fellow members. (See Preach My Gospel page 206)
The same minimum standards required of investigators for baptism and confirmation should also be required for continued membership in the Church. Of course, allowance should be made for poverty, ill health, age, immaturity, and any other serious handicaps that prevent a person from activity and attending church.
Who Does the Lord Regard as His Church?

According to the Bible Dictionary: “The Church is the organised body of believers who have taken upon themselves the name of Jesus Christ by baptism and Confirmation”

The Lord gives the following definition in scripture:
D&C 10:67-68: “Behold, this is my doctrine- whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the same is my church, whosoever declareth more or less than this, the same is not of me, but is against me; therefore he is not of my church.”
Repentance is required of all members of the Church as they seek to improve in living the standards of the Gospel. 
D&C 58:42-43: “Behold, he who has repented of his sins, the same is forgiven, and I, the Lord, remember them no more.  By this ye may know if a man repenteth of his sins; behold, he will confess them and forsake them.”
D&C 1:27, 31-33: “And inasmuch as they sinned they might be chastened that they might repent…. For I the Lord cannot look upon sin with the least degree of allowance; Nevertheless, he that repents and does the commandments of the Lord shall be forgiven; And he that repents not, from him shall be taken even the light which he has received; for my Spirit shall not always strive with man, saith the Lord of Hosts.”
President Ezra T. Benson in the First Presidency message titled ‘A Mighty Change of Heart’stated:
“In the usual sense of the term, church membership means that a person has his or her name officially recorded on the membership records of the Church. By that definition, we have more than six million members of the Church. But the Lord defines a member of His kingdom in quite a different way. In 1828, through the Prophet Joseph Smith, He said, “Behold, this is my doctrine—whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the same is my church.” D&C 10:67. To Him who’s Church this is, membership involves far more than simply being a member of record.”
President Benson then sets out in detail what principles are required in our lives to be truly called members of the lord Church and the closes his talk by stating:

“So, my beloved brothers and sisters, as we seek to qualify to be members of Christ’s Church—members in the sense in which He uses the term, members who have repented and come unto Him—let us remember these six principles…….If we will strive to incorporate these principles into our lives and implement them on a daily basis, we shall then qualify to be called members of the Church of Jesus Christ. As true members, we have claim to His promise: “Whosoever is of my church, and endureth of my church to the end, him will I establish upon my rock, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against them” Ensign Oct 1989 First Presidency message Ezra T Benson
Those who are Acceptable to the Lord

D&C 52:14-19: “And again, I will give unto you a pattern in all things, that ye may not be deceived; for Satan is abroad in the land, and he goeth forth deceiving the nations-Wherefore he that prayeth, whose spirit is contrite, the same is accepted of me if he obey mine ordinances. He that speaketh whose spirit is contrite, whose language is meek and edifieth, the same is of God if he obey mine ordinances……and shall bring forth fruits of praise and wisdom, according to the revelations and truths which I have given you. And again he that is overcome and bringeth not forth fruits, even according to this pattern, is not of me. Wherefore by this pattern ye shall know the spirits in all cases under Heaven.” 

Members of the Church are to offer an acceptable offering unto the Lord:

D&C 97:8: “Verily I say unto you, all among them who know their hearts are honest, and are broken, and their spirits contrite, and are willing to observe their covenants by sacrifice-every sacrifice which I, the Lord shall command-they are accepted of me.” 

Moroni 7:43-44: “And again behold I say unto you that he cannot have faith and hope, save he shall be meek and lowly of heart. If so his faith and hope is in vain, for none is acceptable before God save the meek and lowly in heart.”
D&C: 124:104: “And if he will offer unto me an acceptable offering, and acknowledgements, and remain with my people, behold, I, the Lord your God, will heal him that he shall be healed.”

Individuals are either ‘For or Against’
3 Nephi 13:24: “No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will hold to the one and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.”

Moroni 7:10-11: “Wherefore, a man being evil cannot do that which is good; neither will he give a good gift. For a bitter fountain cannot bring forth good water; neither can a good fountain bring forth bitter water; wherefore; a man being a servant of the devil  cannot follow Christ; and if he follow Christ he cannot be a servant of the devil.”
1st Nephi 14:10: “And he said unto me: ‘Behold there are save two churches only; The one is the church of the lamb of God, and the other is the Church of the Devil; wherefore, whoso belongeth not to the church of the Lamb of God belongeth to that great church, which is the mother of abominations; and she is the whore of all the earth.”

Matthew 12:30: “He that is not with me is against me, and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.”
John 3:18-21: “For everyone that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the Light, lest his deeds should be reproved, but he that doeth truth cometh to the Light.”
Need to Live the Basic Commandments

To be a worthy Latter-day Saint it is required of individuals to be living the basic commandments of the church
D&C 89:3: The Word of Wisdom is “Given for a principle with promise, adapted to the capacity of the weak and the weakest of all Saints, who are or can be called Saints.”

Malachi 3:8-10: The Law of Tithing: “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say wherein have ye robbed thee? In tithes and offerings” 
It has been my experience as a Bishop that for members to retain a portion of the Spirit and remain active in the Kingdom they need to be living the basic Commandments as well as participating in the ordinances of the Gospel. These include The Word of Wisdom; The Law of Tithing, The Ten Commandments and partaking of the sacrament. If the basics are not kept the member eventually falls out of the church, not having sufficient of the Spirit to maintain their Church activity.  
The Lord has stated that He will raise up a people that will serve Him in righteousness:
D&C 100:16-17: “For I will raise up unto myself a pure people that will serve me in righteousness and all that call upon the name of the Lord, and keep His commandments, shall be saved. Even so Amen” 
Church Members should Partake of the Sacrament Regularly
D&C 10:67: “Behold, this is my doctrine- whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the same is my church. 
Members of the Church come unto the Saviour by participating in the ordinances of the Gospel. For example they remember the Saviour and covenant to keep His commandments when they partake of the sacrament.

D&C 20:75: “It is expedient that the church meet together often to partake of bread

and wine in the remembrance of the Lord Jesus.” 
D&C 59:9: “And that thou mayest more fully keep thyself unspotted from the world, thou shalt go to the house of prayer and offer up thy sacraments upon my holy day” 

D&C 59:12: “But remember on this the Lord’s day, thou shalt offer thine oblations and thy sacraments unto the Most High….”
John 6:54-56: “Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.”
The Saviour instructed His followers to partake of the sacrament and then stated:
3 Nephi 18:11-14: “And this shall ye always do to those who repent and are baptised in my name; and ye shall do it in remembrance of my blood, which I have shed for you, that ye may witness unto the Father that ye do always remember me. And if ye do always remember me ye shall have My Spirit to be with you. And I give unto you a commandment that ye shall do these things. And if ye shall always do these things blessed are ye, for ye are built upon my rock. But whoso among you shall do more or less than these are not built upon my rock, but are built upon a sandy foundation; and when the rain descends and the floods come, and the winds blow, and beat upon them, they shall fall, and the gates of hell are ready open to receive them. Therefore blessed are ye if ye shall keep my commandments which the Father hath commanded me that I should give unto you.”
Moroni 6:6: “And they did meet together oft to partake of bread and wine, in remembrance of the Lord Jesus.

It is through the ordinances of the Gospel that the Lord tests the faith of His people. Ordinances become a measure of the Saints progress and open the door to spiritual blessings. The Saviour started His mortal ministry with the ordinance of baptism and He finished it by introducing the ordinance of the sacrament. Likewise members commence their personal relationship with the Saviour through the ordinance of baptism and that relationship endures to the end by the saints partaking of the sacrament.
Great blessings flow from partaking of the sacrament worthily on a weekly basis. This sacred ordinance connects the saints to the Saviour, maintains the Gift of the Holy Ghost, helps the saints to retain a remission of the sins, renews the covenants of baptism and sanctifies the individual. The sacrament is about the relationship of the saints to their Saviour Jesus Christ. The Saviour likened himself to the vine and His Saints to the branches of the vine. The sacrament is like the sap that ensures that the saints (branches) do not die and wither but keep connected to the Lord (vine).
John 15:4-6: “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered.” 

Elder David B. Haight stated: “The sacrament is one ordinance that allows us to experience a personal relationship to God and enlarges our knowledge and understanding of Him and His Only Begotten Son. Our personal reward for compliance with the covenants and obligations in the ordinance of the sacrament becomes the companionship of God’s Holy Spirit. This is the light that leads to Eternal Life.” May 1983 Ensign
The Lord has warned those who have strayed from His ordinances

D&C 1:14-16: “And the arm of the Lord shall be revealed; and the day cometh that they who will not hear the voice of the Lord, neither the voice of His servants, neither give heed to the words of the prophets and apostles, shall be cut off from among the people. For they have strayed from mine ordinances, and have broken mine everlasting covenant. They seek not the Lord to establish His righteousness, but every man walketh in his own way, and after the image of his own God, whose image is in the likeness of the world….” 
How to Discern between the Righteous and the Wicked
D&C 84:49-53: “And the whole world lieth in sin, and groaneth under darkness and under the bondage of sin. And by this ye may know they are under the bondage of sin, because they come not unto me. For whoso cometh not unto me is under the bondage of sin. And whoso receiveth not my voice is not acquainted with my voice, and is not of me. And by this you may know the righteous from the wicked, and that the whole world groaneth under sin and darkness even now.” (See D&C 52:14-19 quoted above)
D&C 35:12: “And there are none that doeth good except those who are ready to receive the fulness of my gospel, which I have sent forth unto this generation.”
It is important to discern between the righteous and the wicked.
D&C 101:95: “That I may proceed to bring to pass my act, my strange act, and perform my work, my strange work, that men may discern between the righteous and the wicked, saith your God.” 
Definition of the Wicked and Rebellious

According to the following scripture the wicked are those who have strayed from the ordinances of the Gospel and walk in their own way. 
Note: wickedness is deviating from truth and righteousness-the light of Christ. 

D&C 1:14-16: “And the arm of the Lord shall be revealed; and the day cometh that they who will not hear the voice of the Lord, neither the voice of his servants, neither give heed to the words of the prophets and apostles, shall be cut off from among the people; For they have strayed from mine ordinances, and have broken mine everlasting covenant; They seek not the Lord to establish his righteousness, but every man walketh in his own way, and after the image of his own god, whose image is in the likeness of the world, and whose substance is that of an idol, which waxeth old and shall perish in Babylon, even Babylon the great, which shall fall.” 
The wicked are both the unbelieving and the rebellious

D&C 1:8-9: “....To them is power given to seal both on earth and in Heaven, the unbelieving and the rebellious; yea verily, to seal them up unto the day when the wrath of God shall be poured out upon the wicked without measure.”
The Lord’s anger is kindled against the wicked because they will not keep his Laws.
D&C 63:2, 6: “Yea, verily, I say, hear the word of Him whose anger is kindled against the wicked and rebellious…. Wherefore, verily I say, let the wicked take heed, and let the rebellious fear and tremble; and let the unbelieving hold their lips, for the day of wrath shall come upon them as a whirlwind, and all flesh shall know that I am God.”
D&C 56:3-4: “Behold, I, the Lord, command; and he that will not obey shall be cut off in mine own due time, after I have commanded and the commandment is broken. Wherefore I, the Lord, command and revoke, as it seemeth me good; and all this to be answered upon the heads of the rebellious, saith the Lord.” 
D&C 56:14-15: “Behold, thus saith the Lord unto my people--you have many things to do and to repent of; for behold, your sins have come up unto me, and are not pardoned, because you seek to counsel in your own ways. And your hearts are not satisfied, and ye obey not the truth, but have pleasure in unrighteousness.” 

The rebellious are members who profess the name of Christ but who are not keeping their covenants and acting in accordance with the truth:

Helaman 8:25: “But behold ye have rejected the truth and rebelled against your Holy God; and even at this time ........ye are heaping up for yourselves wrath against the Day of Judgment.” 
D&C 56:1: “Hearken, o ye people who profess my name, saith the Lord your God; for behold, mine anger is kindled against the rebellious, and they shall know mine arm and mine indignation, in the day of visitation and of wrath upon the nations.” 
D&C 64:35-36: “And the rebellious shall be cut off out of the land of Zion, and shall be sent away, and shall not inherit the land. For verily I say that the rebellious are not of the blood of Ephraim, wherefore they shall be cut off.” 
Faith and Repentance Necessary for Church Membership
Moroni 7:39: “But behold, my beloved brethren, I judge better things of you, for I judge that ye have Faith in Christ because of your meekness; for if ye have not faith in Him then ye are not fit to be numbered among the people of His church.” 

 

D&C 20:13-15: “Therefore, having so great witnesses, by them shall the world be judged, even as many as shall hereafter come to a knowledge of this work. And those who receive it in faith, and work righteousness, shall receive a crown of eternal life; But those who harden their hearts in unbelief, and reject it, it shall turn to their own condemnation.”
D&C 41:5: “He that receiveth my law and doeth it, the same is my disciple; and he that saith he receiveth it and doeth it not, the same is not my disciple, and shall be cast out from among you.”  

D&C 42:37: “And it shall come to pass, that he that sinneth and repenteth not shall be cast out of the church…”
D&C 50: 4, 6, 8-9: “Behold, I, the Lord, have looked upon you, and have seen abominations in the church that profess my name. But blessed are they who are faithful and endure…..  but wo unto them that are deceivers and hypocrites, for thus saith the Lord, I will bring them to judgment.....but the hypocrites shall be detected and shall be cut off, either in life or in death, even as I will; and wo unto them who are cut off from my church, for the same are overcome of the world. Wherefore, let every man beware lest he do that which is not in truth and righteousness before me.”
D&C 52:6: “And inasmuch as they are not faithful, they shall be cut off, even as I will, as seemeth me good.”
D&C 63:63: “Wherefore, let the church repent of their sins, and I, the Lord, will own them; otherwise they shall be cut off.” 

D&C 64:12: “And him that repenteth not of his sins, and confesseth them not ye shall bring before the church and do with him as the scripture saith unto you….”
D&C 75:29: “Let every man be diligent in all things. And the idler shall not have place in the church, except he repent and mend his ways.” (See  D&C 107:99-100)
The Lord is the ‘Same, Yesterday and Forever’-the same doctrine is taught in the Book of Mormon and New Testament: 
Mosiah 26:32, 35-37: “Now I say unto you go; and whosoever will not repent of his sins the same shall not be numbered among my people; and this shall be observed from this time forward……….And whosoever repented of their sins and did confess them, them he did number among the people of the church; and those that would not confess their sins and repent of their iniquity, the same were not numbered among the people of the church, and their names were blotted out. 
V37 And it came to pass that Alma did regulate all the affairs of the church; and they began again to have peace and to prosper exceedingly in the affairs of the church, walking circumspectly before God, receiving many, and baptizing many.
Alma 1:24: “For the hearts of many were hardened, and their names were blotted out, that they were remembered no more among the people of God.  And also many withdrew themselves from among them.”
Alma 5:57-58: “And now I say unto you, all you that are desirous to follow the voice of the good shepherd, come ye out from the wicked, and be ye separate, and touch not their unclean things; and behold, their names shall be blotted out, that the names of the wicked shall not be numbered among the names of the righteous, that the word of God may be fulfilled, which saith: “The names of the wicked shall not be mingled with names of my people; For the names of the righteous shall be written in the Book of Life, and unto them will I grant an inheritance at my right hand.”
Alma 6:3: “And it also came to pass that whosoever did belong to the church that did not repent of their wickedness and humble themselves before God, I mean those who were lifted up in the pride of their hearts, the same were rejected, and their names were blotted out, that their names were not numbered among those of the righteous.”
Matthew 3:10: “And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore, every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire.”                  (See Matthew 7:17-20, Helaman 14:18-19)
Matthew 13:47-48: “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind:  Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.” 
John 15:2: “Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.”
Those who fall away from the church should be challenged by Priesthood leaders for their membership in the Church after a period of time. The Saviour taught in parable: 

Luke 13:6-9: “He spake also this parable; ‘A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.’”

This parable could be used as the standard for those who have lost interest and are not willing to participate actively in the Kingdom of God? If the above parable is followed in respect of the less active then action should be taken after several years of continued inactivity and the member challenged for their membership. If the desire is expressed by the less active member for a return to activity and there is a willingness to learn and repent then Priesthood leaders could extend membership for a further period to allow this to happen.

The Withdrawal of the Spirit

The need to be repentant to prevent a withdrawal of the Spirit.
D&C 1:33 “And he that repents not, from him shall be taken even the light which he has received; for my Spirit shall not always strive with man, saith the Lord of Hosts.”

D&C 19:20: “Wherefore, I command you again to repent, lest I humble you with my Almighty Power; and that you confess your sins, lest you suffer these punishments of which I have spoken, of which in the smallest, yea, even in the least degree you have tasted at the time I withdrew my Spirit.” 

D&C 64:15-16: “Behold, I, the Lord, was angry with him who was my servant …… for they kept not the law, neither the commandment; they sought evil in their hearts, and I, the Lord, withheld my Spirit. They condemned for evil that thing in which there was no evil…”

Additional causes of why the Spirit ill withdraw.
D&C 121:37: “…When we undertake to 
·  To cover our sins, or
· To gratify our pride, our vain ambition, or 
· To exercise control or dominion or compulsion upon the souls of the children of men, in any degree of unrighteousness, 
Behold, the heavens withdraw themselves; the Spirit of the Lord is grieved; and when it is withdrawn, Amen to the priesthood or the authority of that man.” 

D&C 63:55: “And now behold, verily I say unto you, I the Lord, am not pleased with my servant-he exalted himself in his heart, and received not counsel, but grieved the Spirit.”
D&C 42:23: “He that looketh upon a woman to lust after her shall deny the faith and shall not have the Spirit….”
D&C 63:16: “And verily I say unto you, as I have said before, he that looketh on a woman to lust after her, or if any shall commit adultery in their hearts, they shall not have the Spirit, but shall deny the faith and shall fear.”
2 Nephi 26:11: “For the Spirit of the Lord will not always strive with man. And when the Spirit ceaseth to strive with man then cometh speedy destruction and this grieveth my soul.”    
Helaman 6:35-36: “And thus we see that the Spirit of the Lord began to withdraw from the Nephites, because of the wickedness and the hardness of their hearts. And thus, we see that the Lord began to pour out his Spirit upon the Lamanites, because of their easiness and willingness to believe in his words.”

Why Some Members Fall Away from the Church
See the study Why Some Members Fall Away from the Church
Some converts have been baptized only to fall away after a very short period of time. These members can be compared to those ‘that received the seed into stony places’ in the Parable of the Sower:
Matthew 13:5-6: “But some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: and when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away.” 
Matt 13:20-21: “But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; yet hath not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.” 
There are some who truly do accept the message of the missionaries with joy and are baptized and confirmed members. However as soon as the first obstacles arise to their membership, they fall away. This is not because they have not been taught well enough, or fellowshipped sufficiently, or because they were not given callings, but as the Lord indicates because there is no depth of faith within them.

An example of the above is James Covill who was baptised into the Church (see D&C 39) only to let the cares of the world overtake his activity. Concerning the turning away from the truth of James Covill the Lord said in Jan 1831: 

D&C 40:1-3: “Behold, verily I say unto you, that the heart of my servant James Covill was right before me, for he covenanted with me that he would obey my word. And he received the word with gladness, but straightway Satan tempted him; and the fear of persecution and the cares of the world caused him to reject my word. Wherefore he broke my covenant, and it remaineth with me to do with him as seemeth me good.” 
A few weeks later on the 4th Feb 1831 the Lord in a further revelation explained what He meant by “it remaineth with me to do with him as seemeth me good”. He instructed:
D&C 41:5-6: “He that receiveth my law and doeth it, the same is my disciple; and he that saith he receiveth it and doeth it not, the same is not my disciple, and shall be cast out from among you. For it is not meet that the things which belong to the children of the Kingdom should be given to them that are not worthy, or to dogs, or the pearls to be cast before swine.”  
The Lord taught the need for converts to understand the commitment they are making when they are baptised.
Luke 14:28-30, 33: “For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he hath sufficient to finish it? Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish…..So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forasaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.” 
Some have joined the church with ulterior motives, such as, asylum seekers wanting security; attraction to the elders or sister missionaries; lonely people who are happy that attention is being shown to them; individuals who are easily talked into things and those who feel the church might help them with mental health problems. 
Leaders need to Apply the Law of God to be Justified
Leaders of the church should apply the Law of God in maintaining the standards of the Gospel or they are not justified before God.

D&C 63:19: “And now behold, I, the Lord, say unto you that ye are not justified, because these things are among you.” 
D&C 64:12-14: “And him that repenteth not of his sins, and confesseth them not, ye shall bring before the church, and do with him as the scripture saith unto you, either by commandment or by revelation.  And this ye shall do that God may be glorified, not because ye forgive not, having not compassion, but that ye many be justified in the eyes of the law, that ye may not offend him who is your lawgiver.  Verily I say, for this cause ye shall do these things.”
D&C 41:3: “Ye shall receive my law, that ye may know how to govern my church and have all things right before me.”
D&C: 43:8-11: “And now behold, I give unto you a commandment, that when ye are assembled together ye shall instruct and edify each other, that ye may know how to act and direct my church, how to act upon the points of my Law and Commandments, which I have given. And thus ye shall become instructed in the Law of my Church, and be sanctified by that which ye have received…….that inasmuch as ye do this, glory shall be added to the Kingdom which ye have received. Inasmuch as ye do it not, it shall be taken even that which ye have received. Purge ye out the iniquity which is among you; sanctify yourselves before me.”

Mosiah 26:29: “Therefore I say unto you, do; and whosoever transgresseth against me, him shall ye judge according to the sins which he has committed.”
The Need for a Cleansing in the Church
Previous leaders of the Church have spoken of the need for the Church to be cleansed. Elder Ezra T. Benson in the April 1969 Conference stated:
“Sometimes we hear someone refer to a division in the Church. In reality, the Church is not divided. It simply means that there are some who, for the time being at least, are members of the Church but not in harmony with it. These people have a temporary membership and influence in the Church; but unless they repent, they will be missing when the final membership records are recorded.
It is well that our people understand this principle, so they will not be misled by those apostates within the Church who have not yet repented or been cut off. But there is a cleansing coming. The Lord says that his vengeance shall be poured out "upon the inhabitants of the earth. . . . And upon my house shall it begin, and from my house shall it go forth, saith the Lord; First among those among you, saith the Lord, who have professed to know my name and have not known me. . . ." (D&C 112:24-26.) I look forward to that cleansing; its need within the Church is becoming increasingly apparent.”

Elder Joseph Fielding Smith speaks of a cleansing at the time of the Redemption of Zion: after quoting D&C 103:20 “In time ye shall possess the goodly land.”

“It appears from this declaration that the Redemption of Zion was not to come immediately but was to be postponed to some future day. Moreover that day would not come until the members of the Church were willing to keep their covenants and walk united, for until the members of the church learn to walk in full accord and in obedience with all of the commandments this day cannot come. It may be necessary in order to bring this to pass for the Lord to use drastic measures and cleanse the church from everything that offends. This He has promised to do when He is ready to redeem. 
Zion.” Church History and Modern Revelation 1:481 in D&C Institute manual 1981.

The following comments from President John Taylor could apply today to those leaders who fail to apply the necessary justice for serious transgression: 
“I heard the other day from one of our speakers that there were Elders, High Priests, and Seventies who got drunk. What are the Bishops doing? What are the Presidents of Stakes doing? Why do you not bring them up and cut them off from the church-any such Elder, any such High Priest, or any such Seventy, or any of the saints who may be found guilty of such thing? For they are hypocrites and want dealing with and severing from the church. 
Furthermore, I have heard of some bishops who have been seeking to cover up the iniquities of men; I tell them, in the name of God, they will have to bear them themselves, and meet that judgment; and I tell you that any man who tampers with iniquity, he will have to bear that iniquity, and if any of you want to partake of the sins of men or uphold them, you will have to bear them.

Do you hear it, you Bishops and you Presidents? God will require it at your hands. You are not placed in position to tamper with the principles of righteousness, nor to cover up the infamies and corruptions of men. Now do not say you did not know anything about it; I have given you fair warning, and I clear my skirts of your blood; and their infamies will cleave to you unless you attend to it.

God expects us to do right; he has given unto us the priesthood for that purpose, and He requires us to magnify it and honor it and carry it out. And it is the place of those men, and the place of the teachers to see that there is no iniquity in the church; and if they do not do their duty, it then becomes the duty of the Bishops to see to it; and if the Bishops do not see to it, it is the place of the Presidents of Stakes to see to it; and if they do not see to it, and it comes to our ears, it will then become our duty to see to it, and also to see to them who do not magnify their calling.” John Taylor General Conference 7 April 1880 in the Tabernacle, S.L.C.
President John Taylor further in the Oct 1881 General Conference:

“We talk sometimes about the influence of salons of whisky and beer, and all these kinds of things. Can you Latter-Day Saints let them alone? If you cannot you are not fit to be latter-Day Saints and you will not be for so long. If the world choose to wallow in these things let them wallow. But would an Elder in Israel and a Saint of God disgrace himself by being in such dens. Yes, many have, but they have got to repent and purge themselves from these things, or they will be severed from the Church and Kingdom of God, and they will have no association among us. 
We are after truth and righteousness, and let us as we have been exhorted, maintain our purity and our virtue…… Ye Latter-Day Saints  purge yourselves from iniquity and speak the truth, act honestly, be pure and virtuous, and honour God and your calling, and God will honour you, but if you do not, you will be speedily rooted out. There is a day of reckoning fast coming…. and if you do not leave your evils you can have no place with the saints of God on the earth or in the heavens.”
Those who belief they have been Offended need to Forgive.
In the course of their membership in the Church sometimes members are offended by the actions of others. The Lord has explained the way these offences should be resolved and has commanded His Saints to forgive these offences so they do not canker their souls.
D&C 64:8-11: “My disciples in days of old, sought occasion against one another and forgave not one another in their hearts; and for this evil they were afflicted and sorely chastened. Wherefore I say unto you that ye ought to forgive one another: for he that forgiveth not his brother his trespasses standeth condemned before the Lord: for there remaineth in him the greater sin. I, the Lord will forgive whom I will forgive, but of you it is required to forgive all men. And ye ought to say in your hearts- let God judge between me and thee, and reward thee according to thy deeds.” 
Matthew 6:14-15: “For if we forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”
Matthew 18:21-22: “Then came Peter to him, and said Lord. ‘How oft shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Till seven times?’ Jesus saith unto him, ‘I say not unto thee, until seven times: but until seventy times seven.’” 
D&C 82:1: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, my servants that inasmuch as you have forgiven one another, your trespasses, even so I, the Lord, forgive you.” 
Elder David Bednar of the Twelve Apostles cited how he visited many less active as a Stake President to help resolve their problems with the Church. He states:

“And at some point early in our conversation I often would ask a question like this: "Will you please help us understand why you are not actively participating in the blessings and programs of the Church?" ………. Frequently responses like these were given: 

"Several years ago a man said something in Sunday school that offended me, and I have not been back since." 

"No one in this branch greeted or reached out to me. I felt like an outsider. I was hurt by the unfriendliness of this branch." 

"I did not agree with the counsel the bishop gave me. I will not step foot in that building again as long as he is serving in that position." 

Many other causes of offense were cited—from doctrinal differences among adults to taunting, teasing, and excluding by youth. But the recurring theme was: "I was offended by . . . "  And then I would say something like this. "Let me make sure I understand what has happened to you. Because someone at church offended you, you have not been blessed by the ordinance of the sacrament. You have withdrawn yourself from the constant companionship of the Holy Ghost. Because someone at church offended you, you have cut yourself off from priesthood ordinances and the Holy Temple. You have discontinued your opportunity to serve others and to learn and grow. And you are leaving barriers that will impede the spiritual progress of your children, your children's children, and the generations that will follow." 

Many times people would think for a moment and then respond: "I have never thought about it that way." The bishop and I would then extend an invitation: "Dear friend, we are here today to counsel you that the time to stop being offended is now. Not only do we need you, but you need the blessings of the restored gospel of Jesus Christ. Please come back—now." October 2006 General Conference Elder David Bednar.
The Scriptures teach How to Resolve Offences

3 Nephi 12:22-24: “But I say unto you, that whosoever is angry with his brother shall be in danger of his judgment. … Therefore if ye shall come unto me, or shall desire to come unto me (through the sacrament), and rememberest that thy brother hath aught against thee-Go thy way unto thy brother and first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come unto me with full purpose of heart and I will receive you.” (See Matthew 5:23-24)
D&C 42:88-93: “And if thy brother or sister offend thee, thou shalt take him or her between him or her and the alone; and if he or she confess thou shalt be reconciled. And if he or she confess not thou shalt deliver him of her up unto the Church, not to the members, but to the Elders. And it shall be done in a meeting and that not before the world. 
And if thy brother or sister offend many, he or she shall be chastened before many.

And if any offend openly, he or she shall be rebuked openly, that he or she may be ashamed. And if he or she confess not, he or she shall be delivered up unto the law of God. And if any shall offend in secret, he or she shall be rebuked in secret, that he or she may have opportunity to confess in secret to him or her whom he or she has offended, and to God, that the Church may not speak reproachfully of him or her. And thus shall ye conduct in all things.” END
Matthew 18:15-17: “Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the Church (presiding leaders) if he neglect to hear the Church (that is the counsel of the presiding leaders) let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.” 
Enduring to the End to Receive the Promised Blessings

Members are required to Endure Faithfully to the end of their mortal lives to receive the promised blessings of the Gospel. 
3 Nephi 27:6: “And whoso taketh upon him my name, and endureth to the end, the same shall be saved at the last day.”
3 Nephi 27:16-19: “And it shall come to pass, that whoso repenteth and is baptized in my name shall be filled; and if he endureth to the end, behold, him will I hold guiltless before my Father at that day when I shall stand to judge the world. And he that endureth not unto the end, the same is he that is also hewn down and cast into the fire, from whence they can no more return, because of the justice of the Father…And no unclean thing can enter into his kingdom; therefore nothing entereth into his rest save it be those who have washed their garments in my blood, because of their faith, and the repentance of all their sins, and their faithfulness unto the end.”

2 Nephi 31:15-16: “And I heard a voice from the Father, saying: ‘Yea, the words of my Beloved are true and faithful. He that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved. And now, my beloved brethren, I know by this that unless a man shall endure to the end, in following the example of the Son of the living God, he cannot be saved.’” 
D&C 14:7: “And, if you keep my commandments and endure to the end you shall have Eternal Life, which gift is the greatest of all the gifts of God.” 

D&C 18:22: “And as many as repent and are baptized in my name, which is Jesus Christ, and endure to the end, the same shall be saved.”
D&C 20:29: “And we know that all men must repent and believe in the name of Jesus Christ, and worship the Father in His name, and endure in faith on His name to the end, or they cannot be saved in the Kingdom of God” 

D&C 53:7: “And again I would that ye should learn that he only is saved who endureth unto the end.”
See the study Endure to the End
Article
‘What the Lord Expects’
Church News 1 Sep 2016 Quoting President Gordon B Hinckley on 26 April 1988
“The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is a Church of great expectations. Since its earliest days of the Church, much has been expected of its people, declared President Gordon B. Hinckley in an address he delivered in Madison Square Garden in New York City on April 26, 1988.

He said the gospel of Jesus Christ has touched the lives of the learned and the affluent as well as those in humble circumstances and “it expects very much of everyone who becomes a part of it.” He then gave a reminder about what the Church expects of every member.

• “It expects that every person will have in his or her heart a solid and quiet and certain faith in the God of heaven and a desire to do His will.” He quoted Matthew 22:35-38, which tells of Jesus, in answering a lawyer’s question, who declared, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment.” President Hinckley said it is every member’s responsibility, obligation and opportunity to “carry in our hearts a firm and solid conviction concerning the fatherhood of God.”

President Hinckley then quoted Matthew 22:39, in which Jesus declared, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Of this second great commandment, President Hinckley said, “We cannot live only unto ourselves with the knowledge that we are sons and daughters of God with an obligation to our neighbors.” He said that in carrying out this commandment the Church operates a tremendous welfare program in order to take care of the unfortunate and also reaches out across the world to extend humanitarian aid to those in distress in many nations. “Politics are not a consideration,” he said. “The hunger, the suffering, the impoverishment of the people are our concern. “It all comes of love of God and His children, so many of whom suffer so seriously throughout the world.”

• “We expect every Latter-day Saint will carry in his or her heart a firm and unbending conviction that Jesus is the Christ, the living Son of the living God, the Savior and Redeemer of the world through whose Atonement has come the blessing of forgiveness and eternal life.”

• We expect every Latter-day Saint will have in his or her heart a living conviction of the mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith.

• “[It] is expected that we are a people who will pray to the God of heaven in the name of Jesus Christ” not only in private prayer but also as families.

• “The Lord expects us to learn. He Himself has placed a mandate upon us. In words of revelation He has said, ‘And as all have not faith, seek ye diligently and teach one another words of wisdom; yea, seek ye out of the best books words of wisdom; seek learning, even by study and also by faith’ ” (Doctrine and Covenants 88:118).

• “The Church expects each of us to do our part in moving forward its work across the world. We believe in the law of the tithe as it was practiced anciently, as set forth in the Old Testament, and as it has been reiterated in modern revelation. “We have [another] financial offering. ... [It] is expected that each of us will fast … and give the equivalent value of those meals to the bishop to be used in taking care of the poor.  “I am satisfied that if everyone in the United States were to observe this simple law, the welfare needs of the nation could be taken care of without raising a single dollar of taxes for this purpose. Those who will would be blessed, and those who receive would be blessed.”

• “It is expected that every member of the Church will observe the Word of Wisdom. … Our people generally have observed this law and have derived the great blessings that flow therefrom. It carries with it a promise from the Lord that we shall run and not be weary and walk and not faint, and that the destroying angel shall pass us by as the children of Israel and not slay us.”
• “What does the Church expect of us as families?  The family is an institution of God. It was designed for His eternal purposes, to bring happiness into the lives of His children. Fatherhood and motherhood are blessings without peer. How precious are children. Together we constitute a family who look to one another, who support and sustain one another, who strengthen one another, who are taught by one another.”
• “The Church expects that each of us will carry a share of the burden of leadership. ... As people serve, they grow in capacity. The time and effort is not a sacrifice because there is returned more than is given.”
President Hinckley acknowledged that more is expected of Latter-day Saints. Studying the scriptures and the words of the prophets will reveal the many commitments and actions expected of members of the Church of Christ. “Our objective is to show forth the praises of Him who has led us out of darkness into His glorious light.” END
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