The Importance of Truth-Be Not Deceived
See the study Light and Truth-Spiritual Darkness  
Scriptures

What is Truth?
John 18:37-38: “To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. Pilate saith unto Him, ‘What is Truth’?. 

A Pure Definition of Truth

D&C 93:24: “And truth is knowledge of things as they are, and as they were, and as they are to come.”

D&C 93 36-37; 39-40: “The Glory of God is intelligence, or, in other words, light and truth. Light and truth forsake that evil one. 
A Warning Concerning Truth
D&C 50:9: “Wherefore, let every man beware lest he do that which is not in truth and righteousness before me”. 

The Effect of Truth-To Be Free from Error and Deception
John 8:31-32 “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed, And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
Truth Attracts Truth

D&C 88:40: “For intelligence cleaveth unto intelligence; wisdom receiveth wisdom; truth embraceth truth; virtue loveth virtue; light cleaveth unto light…….”

Worship in Spirit and in Truth

John 4:23-24: “But the hour cometh and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”

Serve in Righteousness and Truth
D&C 76:5-6: “For thus saith the Lord-I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious unto those who fear me, and delight to honour those who serve who serve me in righteousness and in truth unto the end. Great shall be their reward and Eternal their Glory. (See also v7-10)
D&C 107:84: “Thus, none shall be exempted from the justice and the laws of God that all things may be done in order and in solemnity before him, according to truth and  righteousness”.
D&C 121:46: “The Holy Ghost shall be thy constant companion, and thy sceptre an unchanging sceptre of righteousness and truth; and thy dominion shall be an everlasting dominion, and without compulsory means it shall flow unto thee forever and ever.”
Keep the Commandments to receive Truth and Light

D&C 93:28: “He that keepeth His commandments receiveth Truth and Light until he is glorified in truth and knoweth all things.” 

Become Sanctified through Truth

John 17:17 “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” 

D&C 88:67-68: “And if your eye be single to my glory, your whole bodies shall be filled with light, and there shall be no darkness in you; and that body which is filled with light comprehendeth all things. Therefore, sanctify yourselves that your minds become single to God, and the days will come that you shall see him; for he will unveil his face unto you, and it shall be in his own time, and in his own way, and according to his own will.”
Those who have Charity Rejoice in the Truth

Moroni 7:45: And charity…...and rejoiceth not in iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth.” 
1 Corinthians 13:6: “Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth”.
Proclaim Truth from the Revelations and Commandments given.
D&C 75:4: “Lifting up your voices as with the sound of a trump, proclaiming the truth according to the revelations and commandments which I have given you.”

D&C 32:4: “And they shall give heed to that which is written and pretend to no other revelation; and they shall pray always that I may unfold the same to their understanding.”

D&C 42:59: “Thou shalt take the things which thou hast received, which have been given unto thee in my scriptures for a Law, to be my law to govern my Church.” 
Truth Abides Forever
D&C 1:39: “For behold, and lo, the Lord is God, and the Spirit beareth record, and the record is true, and the truth abideth forever and ever. Amen.”
D&C 88:66: “…...My Spirit is truth; truth abideth and hath no end; and if it be in you it shall abound.”
Truth is Light and comes from Jesus Christ

Truth in doctrine is light and is of Jesus Christ. Error in doctrine is darkness and is of the Devil.
D&C 84:45: “For the word of the Lord is truth, and whatsoever is truth is light, and whatsoever is light is Spirit, even the Spirit of Jesus Christ”. 
D&C 88:66-67: “......Truth abideth and hath no end; and if it be in you it shall abound.  And if your eye be single to my glory, your whole bodies shall be filled with light, and there shall be no darkness in you; and that body which is filled with light comprehendeth all things.” 

Alma 38:9: “And now, my son, I have told you this that ye may learn wisdom that ye may learn of me that there is no other way or means whereby man can be saved, only in and through Christ. Behold, he is the life and the light of the world. Behold, he is the word of truth and righteousness.”

Jesus Christ is referred to as the Light or Spirit of Truth 
Jesus Christ is the source of all Truth.
D&C 88:6-7, 11-13: “He that ascended up on high, as also he descended below all things, in that he comprehended all things, that he might be in all and through all things, the Light of Truth, Which truth shineth. This is the Light of Christ.” 

(11-13): And the light which shineth, which giveth you light, is through him who enlighteneth your eyes, which is the same light that quickeneth your understandings, which light proceedeth forth from the presence of God to fill the immensity of space—The light which is in all things, which giveth life to all things, which is the law by which all things are governed, even the power of God who sitteth upon his throne, who is in the bosom of eternity, who is in the midst of all things.”

D&C 93:9, 11: “The light and the Redeemer of the world; the Spirit of truth, who came into the world, because the world was made by him, and in him was the life of men and the light of men. And I, John, bear record that I beheld his glory, as the glory of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth, even the Spirit of truth, which came and dwelt in the flesh, and dwelt among us.”
D&C 93:26: The Spirit of truth is of God. I am the Spirit of truth, and John bore record of me, saying: He received a fulness of truth, yea, even of all truth.”  
D&C 124:9 “That ye may find grace in their eyes that they may come to the light of truth….” 

John 14:6: “Jesus saith unto him, I am the Way the Truth, and the Life, no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 

Alma 9:26: “And not many days hence the Son of God shall come in His glory; and His glory shall be the glory of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace, equity, and truth……”

Ether 3:12: "Yea Lord I know that thou speakest the truth, for thou art a God of truth, and canst not lie." 

Ether 4:12: “…. For behold I am the Father, I am the light, and the life, and the truth of the world.”

The Spirit Manifests Truth

D&C 91:4: “Therefore, whoso readeth it, let him understand, for the Spirit manifesteth truth.” 
D&C 79:2: “And I will send upon him the Comforter, which shall teach him the truth and the way whither he shall go.” 

D&C 124:97: “And he shall receive of my Spirit, even the Comforter, which shall manifest unto him the truth of all things, and shall give him, in the very hour, what he shall say.”
D&C 6:15: “Behold, thou knowest that thou hast inquired of me and I did enlighten thy mind; and now I tell thee these things that thou mayest know that thou hast been enlightened by the Spirit of truth”.
D&C 50:17-20: “Verily I say unto you, he that is ordained of me and sent forth to preach the word of truth by the Comforter, in the Spirit of truth, doth he preach it by the Spirit of truth or some other way? And if it be by some other way it is not of God. And again, he that receiveth the word of truth, doth he receive it by the Spirit of truth or some other way? If it be some other way it is not of God.”
John 16:13: “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak and he will shew you things to come.”

Jacob 4:13: “…. For the Spirit speaketh the truth and lieth not. Wherefore, it speaketh of things as they really are, and of things as they really will be wherefore, these things are manifested unto us plainly, for the salvation of our souls……”

Moroni 10:4-5: “And when ye shall receive these things, I would exhort you that ye would ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name of Christ, if these things are not true; and if ye shall ask with a sincere heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ, he will manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost.  And by the power of the Holy Ghost ye may know the truth of all things.”
Each Person is Accountable to Respect the Truth

D&C 41:12: “These words are given unto you, and they are pure before me; wherefore, beware how you hold them, for they are to be answered upon your souls in the Day of Judgment Even so. Amen” 
D&C 50:9: “Wherefore, let every man beware lest he do that which is not in truth and righteousness before me”.  
D&C 90:30-32: “All truth is independent in that sphere in which God has placed it, to act for itself, as all intelligence also; otherwise there is no existence. Behold, here is the agency of man, and here is the condemnation of man; because that which was from the beginning is plainly manifest unto them, and they receive not the light. And every man whose spirit receiveth not the light is under condemnation.” 

D&C 101:78: “That every man may act in doctrine and principle pertaining to futurity, according to the moral agency which I have given unto him, that every man may be accountable for his own sins in the Day of Judgment.”
D&C 84:56-57: “And this condemnation resteth upon the children of Zion, even all. And they shall remain under this condemnation until they repent and remember the new covenant, even the Book of Mormon, and the former commandments which I have given unto them, not only to say, but to do according to that which is written” (The former commandments are the revelations previously given and now recorded in the Doctrine and Covenants)

The Responsibility to have Error Corrected

D&C 123:11, 13-15, 17: “And also it is an imperative duty that we owe to all the rising generation and to all the pure in heart— that we should waste and wear out our lives in bringing to light all the hidden things of darkness, wherein we know them; and they are truly manifest from Heaven. These should then be attended to with great earnestness. Let no man count them as small things; for there is much, which lieth in futurity, pertaining to the saints, which depends upon these things. Therefore, dearly beloved brethren, let us cheerfully do all things that lie in our power....”

Gaining Increased Knowledge, Light and Truth
D&C 98:11-12: “…that ye shall live by every word which proceedeth forth out of the mouth of God, for he will give unto the faithful line upon line, precept upon precept; and I will try you and prove you herewith.” 
2 Nephi 28:30: “For behold, thus saith the Lord God: I will give unto the children of men line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and there a little; and blessed are those who hearken unto my precepts, and lend an ear unto my counsel, for they shall learn wisdom; for unto him that receiveth I will give more; and from them that shall say, ‘We have enough’, from them shall be taken away even that which they have.” 
D&C 42:61: “If thou shalt ask, thou shalt receive revelation upon revelation, knowledge upon knowledge, that thou mayest know the mysteries and peaceable things-that which bringeth joy, that which bringeth Life Eternal.” 

D&C 50:24: “That which is of God is light; and he that receiveth light, and continueth in God, receiveth more light; and that light growth brighter and brighter until the perfect day.” 
D&C 63:23: “But unto him that keepeth my commandments I will give the mysteries of my Kingdom, and the same shall be in him a well of living water, springing up unto Everlasting Life.”

D&C 71:5-6: Now, behold this is wisdom; whoso readeth, let him understand and receive also; For unto him that receiveth it shall be given more abundantly, even power.”

D&C 76:5-9 “For thus saith the Lord--I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious unto those who fear me, and delight to honor those who serve me in righteousness and in truth unto the end...and to them will I reveal all mysteries, yea, all the hidden mysteries of my Kingdom from days of old and for ages to come, will I make known unto them the good pleasure of my will concerning all things pertaining to my Kingdom. Yea the wonders of eternity shall they know, and things to come will I show them, even the things of many generations. And their wisdom shall be great, and their understanding reach to heaven; and before them the wisdom of the wise shall perish, and the understanding of the prudent shall come to naught.”

D&C 93:28: “He that keepeth His commandments receiveth truth and light, until he is glorified in truth and knoweth all things.” (See D&C 88:66-67 quoted above)

Be Not Deceived

To deceive is to misrepresent or give a false account of something. This could apply to the misuse of scripture. “In the scriptures, to deceive is to cause someone to believe something that is not true.” (LDS.Org) 
Note: Anything that is not the truth is deceptive by nature. 

Scriptures on Being Deceived
D&C 45:57: “For they that are wise and have received the truth, and have taken the Holy Spirit for their guide and have not been deceived verily I say unto you……” 

D&C 46:7-8: “But ye are commanded in all things to ask of God, who giveth liberally; and that which the Spirit testifies unto you even so I would that ye should do in all holiness of heart, walking uprightly before me, considering the end of your salvation, doing all things with prayer and thanksgiving, that ye may not be seduced by evil spirits, or doctrines of devils, or the commandments of men; for some are of men, and others of devils. Wherefore beware lest ye are deceived; and that ye may not be deceived seek ye earnestly the best gifts, always remembering for what they are given.” See also 1 Timothy 4:1

D&C 50:2-3: “Behold, verily I say unto you, that there are many spirits which are false spirits, which have gone forth in the earth, deceiving the world. And also, Satan hath sought to deceive you, that he might overthrow you” (Note example of Hiram Page D&C 28:11-13)

D&C 50:6-9: “But wo unto them that are deceivers and hypocrites, for, thus saith the Lord, I will bring them to judgment. Behold, verily I say unto you, there are hypocrites among you, who have deceived some, which has given the adversary power; behold such shall be reclaimed; but the hypocrites shall be detected and shall be cut-off, either in life or in death, even as I will… wherefore let every man beware lest he do that which is not in truth and righteousness before me” 

D&C 52:14-15: “And again, I will give unto you a pattern in all things that ye may not be deceived; for Satan is abroad in the land, and he goeth forth deceiving the nations. Wherefore he that prayeth, whose spirit is contrite the same is accepted of me if he obey mine ordinances” 

D&C 27:17-18: “Taking the shield of faith wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of my Spirit, which I will pour out upon you, and my word which I reveal unto you, and be agreed as touching all things whatsoever ye ask of me, and be faithful until I come…... ” 

Ephesians 5:6: “Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.”

Satan’s methods are various and devious
President Marion G. Romney stated:
“… by every possible means he seeks to darken the minds of men and then offers them falsehood and deception in the guise of truth. Satan is a skilful imitator, and as genuine gospel truth is given the world in ever-increasing abundance, so he spreads the counterfeit coin of false doctrine. … [As] ‘the father of lies’ he has … become, through the ages of practice in his nefarious work,” such an adept “that were it possible he would deceive the very elect.” (Joseph F. Smith in Daniel H. Ludlow, Latter-day Prophets Speak) contained in Satan—The Great Deceiver By 3rd April 1971 Repeated Ensign Feb 2005 page 52 
Why Some Turn Away from the Truth-The Influence of the Devil

The Devil has no Light and Truth
John 8:44: “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.”
D&C 93:25: “And whatsoever is more or less than this (the truth) is the spirit of that wicked one who was a liar from the beginning.” 
D&C 78:10: “Otherwise Satan seeketh to turn their hearts away from the truth that they become blinded and understand not the things, which are prepared for them.” 
D&C 56:14-15: “Behold, thus saith the Lord unto My people-you have many things to do and to repent of; for behold, your sins have come up unto me, and are not pardoned, because you seek to counsel in your own ways. And your hearts are not satisfied. And ye obey not the truth but have pleasure in unrighteousness.” 

D&C 93:39: “And that wicked one cometh and taketh away light and truth, through disobedience, from the children of men, and because of the tradition of their fathers. But I have commanded you to bring up your children in light and truth.” 
D&C 10:21: “And they love darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil; therefore, they will not ask of me.” 

Luke 22:31: “And the Lord said, ‘Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat.’” (See 3 Nephi 18:18)
2 Nephi 28:28: “And in fine, wo unto all those who tremble and are angry because of the truth of God! For behold, he that is built upon the rock receiveth it with gladness; and he that is built upon a sandy foundation trembleth lest he shall fall.” 
Apostasy from the Truth

After studying in particular the books of the New Testament as Gospel Doctrine Teacher I recorded the following on what is an Apostasy?

“It is a falling away from the Word of God that was originally taught in that dispensation. Today an apostasy would be a falling away from the Doctrine and Covenants which teaches the foundation truths upon which the church should be built. 

In Jude v 3 it states: “Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints”
In 4 Nephi 1:24-27 it is interesting to note the process of how the Nephites fell away from righteousness. There goods were no more common amongst them, they divided into classes, they denied parts of the gospel, and they administered the sacrament to those who were unworthy.

These words of the Apostle Paul can also apply to Latter Day Saints who turn away from the truth of the Doctrine and Covenants.

2 Timothy 4:3-4: “For the time will come when thy will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth and shall be turned unto fables.” 

2 Thessalonians 2:3: (JST) “Let no man deceive you by any means; for there shall come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.”

Elder Russell M Ballard stated: “As I have known people who have not stayed in the boat and have not held on with both hands during times of trials and troubles or who have not stayed in the boat during times of relative calm, I have observed that many of them have lost their focus on the central truths of the gospel—the reasons why they joined the Church in the first place; the reasons they remained fully committed and active in living gospel standards and blessing others through dedicated, consecrated service; and the ways in which the Church has been in their lives “a place of spiritual nourishment and growth….” 

“Sometimes faithful Latter-day Saints and sincere investigators begin to focus on the “appendages” instead of on the fundamental principles. That is, Satan tempts us to become distracted from the simple and clear message of the restored gospel. Those so distracted often give up partaking of the sacrament because they have become focused, even preoccupied, with less important practices or teachings.” ‘Stay in the Boat and Hold on” Oct 2014 General Conference
Truth Chases Darkness Away
D&C 50:23: “And that which doth not edify is not of God, and is darkness…” 

D&C 50:25: “And again verily I say unto you and I say it that you may know the truth, that you may chase darkness from among you” 

D&C 1:24-26: “Behold, I am God and have spoken it. These commandments (in the D&C) are of me and were given unto my servants in their weakness, after the manner of their language, that they might come to understanding. And inasmuch as they erred it might be made known; and inasmuch as they sought wisdom they might be instructed.”
Truth is essential as part of the whole armour of God 

D&C 27:15-16: “Wherefore, lift up your hearts and rejoice, and gird up your loins, and take upon you my whole armour that ye may be able to withstand the evil day, having done all that ye may be able to stand. Stand therefore having your loins girt about with truth” 

Ephesians 6:14: “Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness.”

Philippians 4:8 :“Finally brethren, whatsoever things are true……. think on these things” 
Hymn “O Say What Is Truth” Hymn 272 
“O say what is truth tis the fairest gem that the riches of worlds can produce……

“Yes, say what is truth tis the brightest prize to which mortals of Gods can aspire…

“Tis an aim for the noblest desire… but the pillar of truth will endure to the last…

“Then say what is truth. Tis the last and the first for the limits of time it steps oer.
Note: Truth and Righteousness enables the Saints to be in harmony with the Spirit and therefore in fellowship with God the Eternal Father and His Son Jesus Christ. The gifts of the Spirit will become more evident as the Saints accept and fully obey all the Revelations and 
Commandments in the Doctrine and Covenants.
Quotes
President Joseph F Smith: 
“The ridiculous story about the red horse and the black horse and the white horse. And a lot of trash that has been circulated about and printed and sent around as a great revelation given by the Prophet Joseph Smith is a matter that has gotten up……Now these stories of revelations that are being circulated around are of no consequence except for rumour and silly talk by persons that have no authority. The fact of the matter is simply here and this. No man can enter into God’s rest unless he will absorb the truth in so far that all error, all falsehood, all misunderstandings and misstatements, he will be able to sift thoroughly and dissolve, and know that it is error and not truth. When you know God’s truth, when you enter into God’s rest, you will not be hunting after revelations from Tom, Dick and Harry all over the world. You will not be following the will of the wisps of the vagaries of men and women who advance nonsense and their own ideas. 
When you know the truth, you will abide in the truth and the truth will make you free and it is only the truth that will free you from the errors of men and from the falsehood and misrepresentations of the evil one who lays in wait to deceive and to mislead the people of God from the paths of righteousness and truth. God bless you. Amen Gen Conf Oct 4, 1918.
President Joseph F. Smith: “Even error as it has been said by one may become venerable with age and may become popular by the number of its votaries. But neither error nor the popularity of numbers will avail for the salvation and redemption and exaltation of the children of Almighty God. Our hope of salvation must be founded upon the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, for we cannot build upon error and ascend into the courts of eternal truth and enjoy the glory and exaltation of the Kingdom of God. That cannot be done.” 5 Oct 2017 General Conference.
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