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Society Today has been described as bad as Sodom and Gomorrah

Leaders of the Church have recently acknowledged that members now live in a society that is as bad as Sodom and Gomorrah. 
President Gordon B. Hinckley stated: 
“No one need tell you that we are living in a very difficult season in the history of the world. Standards are dropping everywhere. Nothing seems to be sacred any more. As President Faust has indicated, the family appears to be falling apart. The traditional family is under heavy attack. I do not know that things were worse in the times of Sodom and Gomorrah. At that season Abraham bargained with the Lord to save these cities for the sake of the righteous. Notwithstanding his pleas, things were so bad that Jehovah decreed their destruction. They and their wicked inhabitants were annihilated. We see similar conditions today. They prevail all across the world. I think our Father must weep as He looks down upon His wayward sons and daughters”. Worldwide Leadership Training Meeting 10 Jan 2004.

President Boyd K Packer speaking to Church Educational directors said: -

“I know of nothing in the history of the church or in the history of the world to compare with our present circumstances. Nothing happened in Sodom and Gomorrah which exceeds in wickedness and depravity that which surrounds us now…..Words of profanity, vulgarity, and blasphemy are heard everywhere. Unspeakable wickedness and perversion were once hid in dark places; now they are in the open, even accorded legal protection. At Sodom and Gomorrah these things were localised. Now they are spread across the world, and they are among us…..The world is spiralling downward at an ever-quickening pace. I am sorry to tell you that it will not get better….Surely you can see what the adversary is about. The first line of defence, the home, is crumbling”. Church News week ending 14 Feb 2004

Elder Boyd K. Packer also stated:
“It is a wicked, wicked world in which we live and in which our children must find their way. Challenges of pornography, gender confusion, immorality, child abuse, drug addiction, and all the rest are everywhere. There is no way to escape from their influence. Some are led by curiosity into temptation, then into experimentation, and some become trapped in addiction. They lose hope and the adversary harvests his crop and binds them down.” May 2006 Ensign 
President Ezra T. Benson spoke of the increasing wickedness of society: Oct 1971 GC
“It has been well said that “there comes a time when the general defilement of a society becomes so great that the rising generation is put under undue pressure and cannot be said to have a fair choice between the Way of Light and the Way of Darkness.” ( Hugh Nibley, an Approach to the Book of Mormon, 1957.)….. We live in a wicked world. Never in our memory have the forces of evil been arrayed in such deadly formation. The devil is well organized. Never in our day has he had so many emissaries working for him. Through his many agents, his satanic majesty has proclaimed his intentions to destroy one whole generation of our choice young people. Evidence of the dastardly work of evil forces is increasingly evident. On every side we see the sad and heart-rending results. The devil-inspired destructive forces are present in our literature, in our art, in the movies, on the radio, in our dress, in our dances, on the TV screen, and even in our modern, so-called popular music. Satan uses many tools to weaken and destroy the home and family and especially our young people. Today, as never before, it seems the devil’s thrust is directed at our youth.”  End of Quote
President Ezra Taft Benson also said in the same talk: “Tolerance is a word valuable in the service of Satan.” He quoted Alexander Pope from “An Essay on Man” Oct 1971 Gen Conf.
Vice is a monster of so frightful mien
As to be hated needs but to be seen;
Yet seen too oft, familiar with her face,
We first endure, then pity, then embrace.
President James E. Faust related the following story about the acceptance of lower standards:
“Author and commentator Malcolm Muggeridge once told a story about some frogs who were killed without resistance by being boiled alive in the cauldron of water. Why didn’t they resist? Because when they were put in the cauldron, the water was tepid. Then the temperature was raised ever so slightly, and the water was warm, then a tiny bit warmer, then a bit warmer still, and on and on and on. The change was so gradual, almost imperceptible, that the frogs accommodated themselves to their new environment—until it was too late. The point that Mr. Muggeridge was making was not about frogs but about us and how we tend to accept evil as long as it is not a shock that is thrust on us abruptly. We are inclined to accept something morally wrong if it is only a shade more wrong than something we are already accepting.” National Press Club Forum James E. Faust, “The Gift of the Holy Ghost—A Sure Compass,” Ensign, May 1989, Page 31 END
When society reaches the point of widespread wickedness it becomes very difficult for the rising generation of the church not to be seriously influenced. Members of the church are not immune from the crime, immorality, and general wickedness in society.
The Church News (2009) carried the following article with a message from the Area Presidency concerning the problems facing thousands of members in Mexico:

“…..being an active Mormon in Mexico is no easy affair. Every day the faithful members of the Church have no choice but to navigate a treacherous social climate where menacing drug cartels brazenly intimidate law-abiding citizens via kidnappings and murders. With the salvation of their souls and the fate of their families at stake, Latter-day Saints in Mexico are rededicating themselves to the Lord…

On 12 Oct 2009, the Mexico Area Presidency sent a letter to local leaders for the purpose of subsequent dissemination to all members. It reads:
"We are living in the dangerous times foretold by the prophets of old. Every day we face temptations and situations that put in danger our spiritual as well as our physical and financial well-being. We hear of, see and on occasions are victims of violence, robberies, assaults, abductions, extortions and threats. … All of this causes us anguish and concern. We desire to have security, peace and protection for ourselves and our families. We are aware that any government, or man or group of men cannot provide what we seek. They do not have the power to give what we seek. There is only one sure source of what we are seeking and that is our Lord Jesus Christ. He has the power and also the desire to grant what we are yearning to have." 
According to a recent Associated Press story, over that same time frame (two years) as many as 4,000 of the city Juarez 1.5 million inhabitants had been murdered.
Members of the Church are Affected by Close Association with Evil
There are vital questions that Latter Day Saint Parents should ask themselves in their endeavours to rear a righteous family in a wicked society comparable to Sodom and Gomorrah
Are their families being adversely affected by the standards of the society in which they live?

Is the neighbourhood in which they reside suitable to rear their children in righteousness?
Can their children be left by themselves to play safely in their neighbourhoods?

Are the standards suitable in the schools and colleges which their children attend?
Are their children being adversely influenced by those who they associate with?

Are the conditions of the society in which LDS families live deteriorating?
Wickedness in the Last Days is Prophesied in Scripture

The deterioration of our society into a state of prevailing wickedness in the last days has been prophesied in the scriptures. As early as 1835 the Lord warned the Prophet Joseph Smith that the world was then ripening in wickedness:

D&C 18:6: “Behold the world is ripening in iniquity; and it must needs be that the children of men are stirred up unto repentance, both the Gentiles and also the House of Israel.” 
The Lord explained that the day would come that the earth would be ripe for destruction:

D&C 29:9: “For the hour is nigh and the day soon at hand when the earth is ripe; and all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that wickedness shall not be upon the earth” 
This ripening in wickedness would affect the whole world:

D&C 84:49: “And the whole world lieth in sin, and groaneth under darkness and under the bondage of sin.” 
Paul the Apostle describes the perilous times due to wickedness in the last days:

2 Tim 3:1-5: “This know also that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness but denying the power thereof.” 
Mormon the Prophet speaks of a time of great pollutions upon the earth: 

Mormon 8:31: “Yea, it shall come in a day when there shall be great pollutions upon the face of the earth; there shall be murders, and robbing, and lying, and deceivings, and whoredoms, and all manner of abominations; when there shall be many who will say, do this, or do that, and it mattereth not, for the lord will uphold such at the last day.” (See Mormon 8: 29-30, 32-34)
Nephi prophesied that the nations of the Gentiles would be ‘Drunken with Iniquity’:

2 Nephi 27:1-2: “But, behold, in the last days, or in the days of the Gentiles-yea, behold all the nations of the Gentiles and also the Jews, both those who shall come upon this land and those who shall be upon other lands, yea, even upon all the lands of the earth, behold, they will be drunken with iniquity and all manner of abominations. And when that day shall come they shall be visited of the Lord of Hosts, with thunder and with earthquake, and with a great noise, and with storm, and with tempest, and with the flame of devouring fire.” 
The Saviour said the Gospel would be taken from the Gentiles because of wickedness: 

3 Nephi 16:10: “And thus commanded the Father that I should say unto you: ‘At that day when the Gentiles shall sin against my gospel, and shall reject the fullness of my gospel, and shall be lifted up in the pride of their hearts above all nations, and above all the people of the whole earth, and shall be filled with all manner of lyings, and of deceits, and of mischief’s, and all manner of hypocrisy, and murders, and priestcrafts, and whoredoms, and of secret abominations; and if they shall do all those things, and shall reject the fullness of my gospel, behold, saith the Father, I will bring the fullness of my gospel from among them.” 
The Saviour taught that the same conditions that existed at the time of the flood when he cleansed the earth would also be found in the Last Days: 

Matt 24:37: “But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be”. 
These conditions are recorded in the book of Moses and Genesis: 

Moses 6:27-28: “And my fierce anger is kindled against them; for their hearts have waxed hard, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes cannot see afar off…… have they gone astray, and have denied me, and have sought their own counsels in the dark; and in their own abominations have they devised murder, and have not kept the commandments, which I gave unto their father, Adam.” 
Moses 7:33-34: “And unto thy brethren have I said, and also given commandment, that they should love one another, and that they should choose me, their Father; but behold, they are without affection, and they hate their own blood; And the fire of mine indignation is kindled against them; and in my hot displeasure will I send in the floods upon them, for my fierce anger is kindled against them.”
Moses 8:22: “And God saw that the wickedness of men had become great in the earth; and every man was lifted up in the imagination of the thoughts of his heart, being only evil continually” 
Moses 8:28, 30: “The earth was corrupt before God, and it was filled with violence…. and God said unto Noah; the end of all flesh is come before me, for the earth is filled with violence, and behold I will destroy all flesh from off the earth” (see Genesis 6:5, 11-13)
Satan stirs up Wickedness in the World

The devil and his followers are allowed to tempt man in opposition to the commandments of God. The scriptures testify that Satan stirs up men and women to do iniquity, in hope of leading them away from the path of Eternal Life: 

D&C 10:20-22, 27: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that Satan has great hold upon their hearts; he stirreth them up to iniquity against that which is good; and their hearts are corrupt and full of wickedness and abominations; and they love darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil; therefore they will not ask of me. Satan stirreth them up, that he may lead their souls to destruction…and thus he goeth up and down, to and fro in the earth, seeking to destroy the souls of men.”  
It is purpose of the Devil to surround members of the Church with evil and corruption:

D&C 76:29: “Wherefore, He maketh war with the saints of God, and encompasseth them round about.” 
Satan spreads his influence far and wide throughout the earth
D&C 82:5-6: “Watch for the adversary spreadeth his dominions, and darkness reigneth; and the anger of God kindleth against the inhabitants of the earth; and none doeth good, for all have gone out of the way.” D&C 84:49. 

D&C 33:4: “And my vineyard has become corrupted every whit; and there is none which doeth good save it be a few; and they err in many instances because of priestcrafts, all having corrupt minds.”
D&C 38:11-12: “For all flesh is corrupted before me; and the powers of darkness prevail upon the earth, among the children of men, in the presence of all the hosts of heaven-which causeth silence to reign, and all eternity is pained, and the angels are waiting the great command to reap down the earth…” 
D&C 52:14: “And again, I will give unto you a pattern in all things that ye may not be deceived; for Satan is abroad in the land, and he goeth forth deceiving the nations. 

D&C 84:49: “And the whole world lieth in sin, and groaneth under darkness and under the bondage of sin.”
Paul explains that the enemy is the unseen rulers of the world of darkness-Satan and his hosts: 

Ephesians 6:12: “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places” 
Satan rejoices when his wicked influence over men results in their fallen state: 
Moses 7: 24-26: “And behold, the power of Satan was upon all the face of the earth, and he (Enoch) saw angels descending out of heaven; and he heard a loud voice saying: wo wo be unto the inhabitants of the earth. And he beheld Satan; and he had a great chain in his hand; and it veiled the whole face of the earth with darkness; and he looked up and laughed, and his angels rejoiced.” 
3 Nephi 9:2: “Wo, Wo, Wo, unto this people; Wo unto the inhabitants of the whole earth except they shall repent; for the devil laugheth, and his angels rejoice, because of the slain of the fair sons and daughters of my people; and it is because of their iniquity and abominations that they are fallen.” 

The Sword of the Justice of God

The Lord has given warning to the nations that unless they repent of their great wickedness the ‘Sword of His Justice’ shall fall upon them:
3 Nephi 20:20-22: “And it shall come to pass, saith the father that the sword of my justice shall hang over them at that day; and except they repent it shall fall upon them, saith the Father, yea, even upon all the nations of the Gentiles. And it shall come to pass that I will establish my people, O house of Israel. And behold, this people will I establish in this land, unto the fulfilling of the covenant which I made with your father Jacob; and it shall be a New Jerusalem. And the powers of heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you.” 
The Saviour warns the Gentiles nations of their sure destruction if they do not repent:

3 Nephi 21:14-21: “Yea, wo be unto the Gentiles except they repent; for it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Father, that I will cut off thy horses out of the midst of thee, and I will destroy thy chariots. And I will cut off the cities of thy land and throw down all thy strongholds. And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thy land, and thou shalt have no more soothsayers; Thy graven images I will also cut off, and thy standing images out of the midst of thee, and thou shalt no more worship the works of thy hand. And I will pluck up thy groves out of the midst of thee; so will I destroy thy cities. 
And it shall come to pass that all lyings, and deceivings, and envyings, and strife’s, and priestcrafts, and whoredoms, shall be done away. For it shall come to pass, saith the Father, that at that day whosoever will not repent and come unto my Beloved Son, them will I cut off from among my people, O house of Israel; And I will execute vengeance and fury upon them, even as upon the heathen, such as they have not heard.” (See also Micah 5: 8-15) 

3 Nephi 16:15: “But if they (Gentiles) will not turn unto me, and hearken unto my voice, I will suffer them, yea, I will suffer my people, O house of Israel, that they shall go through among them, and shall tread them down, and they shall be as salt that hath lost its savor, which is thenceforth good for nothing but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of my people, O house of Israel.”

The Fullness of Iniquity brings forth the Wrath of God

There comes a time when the wickedness of man becomes so great that the ‘Fullness of Iniquity’ spoken of in the scriptures is reached. This could be referred to as the Tipping Point from which there is no turning back nor time to change. Things will happen so quick and furiously that there will be no time to ‘add oil to the lamps.’ This is similar to a tipper lorry unloading its sand. As the height slowly increases all of a sudden, the sand pours out-there is no stopping it. The fulness of iniquity brings forth the judgements of God when the inhabitants of the earth go a step too far in their wickedness.
D&C 101:11: “Mine indignation is soon to be poured out without measure upon all nations; and this will I do when the cup of their iniquity is full.”

D&C 103:3: “For I have suffered them thus far, that they might fill up the measure of their iniquities, that their cup might be full.”
D&C 43:26: “Behold, the day has come, when the cup of the wrath of mine indignation is full.” 
The world becomes an unfit place for Heavenly Father to send His Spirit children, because of the all-encompassing wickedness. His children do not have a reasonable chance to be reared in a beneficial environment. 

D&C 29:17: “And it shall come to pass, because of the wickedness of the world, that I will take vengeance upon the wicked, for they will not repent; for the cup of mine indignation is full; for behold, my blood shall not cleanse them if they hear me not.”  
2 Nephi 28:16: “For the day shall come that the Lord God will speedily visit the inhabitants of the earth; and in that day that they are fully ripe in iniquity they shall perish.” 
Ether 2:8-10: “And he had sworn in his wrath unto the brother of Jared, that whoso should possess this land of promise, from that time henceforth and forever, should serve him, the true and only God, or they should be swept off when the fulness of his wrath should come upon them. And now, we can behold the decrees of God concerning this land, that it is a land of promise; and whatsoever nation shall possess it shall serve God, or they shall be swept off when the fulness of his wrath shall come upon them…….And the fulness of his wrath cometh upon them when they are ripened in iniquity. For behold, this is a land which is choice above all other lands; wherefore he that doth possess it shall serve God or shall be swept off; for it is the everlasting decree of God. And it is not until the fulness of iniquity among the children of the land, that they are swept off.”

Ether 9:20: “And thus the Lord did pour out his blessings upon this land, which was choice above all other lands; and he commanded that whoso should possess the land should possess it unto the Lord, or they should be destroyed when they were ripened in iniquity; for upon such, saith the Lord: I will pour out the fulness of my wrath.”
Alma 37:28: “For behold, there is a curse upon all this land, that destruction shall come upon all those workers of darkness, according to the power of God, when they are fully ripe; therefore I desire that this people might not be destroyed.”

The Wrath of God will bring a Full End of all Nations
The righteous indignation of a Just and Loving Heavenly Father: 

D&C 87:6: “And thus, with the sword and by bloodshed the inhabitants of the earth shall mourn and with famine, and plague, and earthquake, and the thunder of heaven, and the fierce and vivid lightning also, shall the inhabitants of the earth be made to feel the wrath, and indignation, and chastening hand of an Almighty God, until the consumption decreed hath made a full end of all nations.” 
D&C 64:23: “For after today cometh the burning…. for verily I say tomorrow all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up. For I am the Lord of Hosts; and I will not spare any that remain in Babylon.” 
D&C 88:84-85: “……..Go forth among the Gentiles for the last time, as many as the mouth of the Lord shall name, to bind up the law and seal up the testimony, and to prepare the saints for the hour of judgment which is to come; that their souls may escape the wrath of God, the desolation of abomination which awaits the wicked both in this world and the world to come…….” 

D&C 88:87-91: “For not many days the earth shall tremble and reel to and fro as a drunken man and the sun shall hide his face, and shall refuse to give light; and the moon shall be bathed in blood; and the stars shall become exceedingly angry, and shall cast themselves down as a fig that falleth from off a fig tree. And after your testimony cometh the wrath and indignation upon the people. For after your testimony cometh the testimony of earthquakes , that shall cause groanings in the midst of her, and men shall fall upon the ground and shall not be able to stand. And also cometh the testimony of the voice of thunderings, and the voice of lightnings, and the voice of tempests, and the voice of the waves of the sea heaving themselves beyond their bounds. And all things shall be in commotion; and surely, men’s hearts shall fail them; for fear shall come upon all people.”
1 Nephi 22:16: “For the time soon cometh that the fullness of the wrath of God shall be poured out upon all the children of men; for he will not suffer that the wicked shall destroy the righteous.” 
There are also many prophecies in the Old Testament that testify of the wrath of God in the last days:

Zephaniah 1:14-15: “The Great Day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord; the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness.” 
Isaiah 24:5-6: “The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore, hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men left.” 

· See the studies in the folder Second Coming/Destructions
When the Wrath of God descends it will come as a Whirlwind
D&C 63:2, 6: “Yea, verily, I say, hear the word of Him whose anger is kindled against the wicked and rebellious…. Wherefore, verily I say, let the wicked take heed, and let the rebellious fear and tremble; and let the unbelieving hold their lips, for the day of wrath shall come upon them as a whirlwind, and all flesh shall know that I am God.” 
D&C 97:22-25: “For behold, and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and who shall escape it? The Lord’s scourge shall pass over by night and by day, and the report thereof shall vex all people; yea, it shall not be stayed until the Lord come; for the indignation of the Lord is kindled against their abominations and all their wicked works. Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do all things whatsoever I have commanded her.” 

Living in a Wicked Society is being in Bondage to Babylon

The conditions of wickedness in society today are evident for all to see. There has been a rapid decline in standards in recent years with a great increase in immorality and violence. This combined wickedness creates a society which the scriptures call Babylon. Because members of the church are rely upon the world for financial resources, employment, education and other basic needs this places them in bondage to Babylon.
At a recent General Conference Elder Stone explained how difficult it is for members of the Church not to be affected by a society that has descended into Babylon:
“We see Babylon in our cities; we see Babylon in our communities; we see Babylon everywhere….we seldom realize the extent to which we are a product of the culture of our place and time. During the days of ancient Israel, the people of the Lord were an island of the one true God, surrounded by an ocean of idolatry. The waves of that ocean crashed incessantly upon the shores of Israel…..Israel seemingly could not help itself, influenced by the culture of the place and time. Over and over again despite the prohibition of the Lord, despite what prophet and priest had said-Israel went seeking after strange Gods and bowed down before them. How could Israel have forgotten the Lord, who brought them out of Egypt? They were constantly pressured by what was popular in the ambience in which they lived. 
What an insidious thing is this culture amidst which we live. It permeates our environment, and we think we are being reasonable and logical when all too often, we have been moulded by the ethos, what the Germans call the zeitgeist, or the culture of our place and time……….All too often, we are like puppets on a string, as our culture determines what is ‘cool’…..seduced by our culture, we often hardly recognize our idolatry, as our strings are pulled by that which is popular in the Babylonian world. Indeed, as the poet Wordsworth said: ‘The world is too much with us’” Elder David Stone Ensign May 2006 page 91/92
In Babylon all things centre on the obtaining of wealth and goods, to the exclusion of the things of the Spirit. Members of the Church are directly affected by such things as the rising crime levels, the lack of peace in communities where they live; the sexual immorality and the spiralling cost of housing. When wickedness in society generally reaches a certain level it is hard for the righteous to make progress, no matter what instruction or programs are in place. It is like swimming against the tide of the sea when the current is too strong for the swimmer.
Hugh Nibley said the following concerning living in the midst of wickedness:
“How do we learn about Babylon? Go to the nearest city centre on a busy day, or a Saturday evening, or read the newspaper and listen to the news headlines. The worst possible thing about living in Babylon (hell) is feeling at home there. Do we really feel at home in the midst of such wickedness?

The activities of Babylon centre on wealth, power, image, fame, pride, looks, covetousness, in fact all things opposite to the Fullness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Take for example the United Order which is designed to bring about equality. In Babylon it is every man for himself and obtaining riches for the benefit of oneself. As Korihor the Anti-Christ preached:

 “Every man fared in this life according to the management of the creature; therefore, every man prospered according to his genius, and that every man conquered according to his strength; and whatever a man did was no crime…. telling them that when a man was dead, that was the end thereof.” Alma 30:17-18  Hugh Nibley 1971-1972 BYU lectures “Zion or our Condemnation”

President Brigham Young stated: “We are not adapted to the society of the wicked and do not wish to mingle with them”. JD 10:306
One prophecy in the Doctrine and Covenants speaks of the extent to which modern society will descend in wickedness until the peace and safety of Church members will be threatened: 
D&C 45 68 “And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety.”
Prevention and Protection
The Saints should desire to live in a much better society than Babylon. 
 President Spencer Kimball observed: “The secret of the good life is in protection and prevention. Those who yield to evil are usually those who have placed themselves in a vulnerable position” Miracle of Forgiveness page 15

“Teenage girls or boys certainly need to be properly fortified and protected if they are to cope with the efficient, highly trained, superior powers (of Satan) which are ever alert to opportunities for temptation” Miracle of Forgiveness page 22
Is the church building a strong enough fence of protection around their youth? 
Is the ambulance having to be used continuously to rescue them when they have fallen into serious transgression? 
The following poem illustrates the need for an adequate fence:
The Fence or an Ambulance

1.Twas a dangerous cliff, as they freely confessed,

Though to walk near its crest was so pleasant.
But over its terrible edge there had slipped

A duke and full many a peasant.

So the people said something would have to be done,

But their projects did not at all tally.
Some said, “Put a fence around the edge of the cliff,”

2. “For the cliff is okay, if you’re careful,” they said,

“And, if folks even slip or are dropping,

It isn’t the slipping that hurts them so much,

As the shock down below when they’re stopping,”

So day after day, as these mishaps occurred,

Quick forth would these rescuers sally

To pick up the victims who fell off the cliff,

With their ambulance down in the valley
3. Then an old sage remarked: “It’s a marvel to me

That people give far more attention

To repairing results than to stopping the cause,

When they’d much better aim at prevention
Let us stop at its source all this mischief,” cried he,

4. “Come, neighbours and friends, let us rally.
If the cliff we will fence we might almost dispense

With the ambulance down in the valley”
“Oh, he’s a fanatic,” the others rejoined,

“Dispense with the ambulance! Never!

He’d dispense with all charities, too, if he could.
            No. No! We’ll support them forever.”
         5. But the cry for the ambulance carried the day,

For it spread through the neighbouring city.
A fence may be useful or not, it is true,

But each heart became a brimful of pity

For those who slipped over that dangerous cliff.
And the dwellers in highway and alley

Gave pounds or gave pence, not to put up a fence,

But an ambulance down in the valley
6. Aren’t we picking up folks just as fast as they fall?

And shall this man dictate to us? Shall he?

Why should people of sense stop to put up a fence,

While the ambulance works in the valley?

   But a sensible few, who are practical too,  
Will not bear with such nonsense much longer.
They believe that prevention is better than cure,

And their party will soon be the stronger.

Encourage them, with your purse, voice, and pen,

And while other philanthropists dally,

They will scorn all pretence and put up a stout fence

On the cliff that hangs over the valley.

8. Better guide well the young than reclaim them when old,

For the voice of true wisdom is calling.
“To rescue the fallen is good, but ‘tis best

To prevent other people from falling”

Better close up the source of temptation and crime

Than deliver from dungeon and galley.
Better put a strong fence round the top of the cliff

Than an ambulance down in the valle

The Need for the Righteous to Become Separate from Babylon

Living amongst great wickedness places members of the church in a spiritual form of bondage due to its pervasive influence. It eventually becomes necessary for the saints to be removed out of such wickedness. This must take place before the wrath of God descends upon the nations. 
D&C 103:17-18: “For ye are the children of Israel and of the seed of Abraham, and ye must needs be led out of bondage by power, and with a stretched-out arm. And as your fathers were led at first, even so shall the redemption of Zion be.” 
When the fulness of iniquity is being reached the righteous need to separate themselves from the wickedness of Babylon and create their own society: 

D&C 133:4-5, 7, 9, 12, 14 Extracts only: “Wherefore, prepare ye, prepare ye, O my people; sanctify yourselves; Gather ye together, O ye people of my church, upon the land of Zion. Go ye out from Babylon, Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord…...Go ye out of Babylon; gather ye out from among the nations, from the four winds, from one end of Heaven to the other….. Go ye forth unto the land of Zion, that the borders of my people may be enlarged…. Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion. Go ye out from among them the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon. ”
D&C 63:54: “And until that hour there will be foolish virgins among the wise; and at that hour cometh an entire separation of the righteous and the wicked…” 
D&C 43:19: “Behold the Great Day of the Lord is nigh at hand…the heavens shall shake, and the earth shall tremble…. wherefore gird up your loins lest ye be found among the wicked” (See v17-27) 
The prophet Isaiah declared that by being in bondage to Babylon the people of God are captive and have sold themselves short:

Isaiah 52:2-6: “Loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion. For thus saith the Lord, ye have sold yourselves for nought; and ye shall be redeemed without money. For thus saith the Lord God, ‘My people went down aforetime into Egypt to sojourn there; and the Assyrian oppressed them without cause. Now therefore, what have I here, saith the Lord, that my people are taken away for nought? They that rule over them make them to howl, saith the Lord; and my name continually every day is blasphemed. Therefore, my people shall know my name: therefore, they shall know in that day that I am He that doth speak; behold it is I.’”
To remain clean, it becomes necessary for the saints to remove themselves from the wickedness that surrounds them: 
D&C 38:42: “And go ye out from among the wicked. Save yourselves. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord.” 
Isaiah 52:11: “Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord.” 
This separation from Babylon must take place before the time of the Lord’s vengeance upon the nations:
Jeremiah 51:6: “Flee out of the midst of Babylon and deliver every man his soul; be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the time of the Lord’s vengeance he will render unto her recompense.” 
Members of the church eventually become blemished or as the scriptures explain spotted by the epidemic of wickedness that prevails in the world. Like the influence of a pungent smell they become tainted or tarnished with such a close association with wickedness:
D&C 38:31: “And that ye might escape the power of the enemy, and be gathered unto me a righteous people, without spot or blameless.” 
Hugh Nibley stated:
“There is an unbridgeable gap between Zion and Babylon. We cannot compromise on the two ways, because the two ways lead in opposite directions. In recent years, the course of the whole world has suddenly and dramatically vindicated the position taken by the early Saints and largely forgotten by their descendents. We a are discovering that there really are two worlds…. this is the doctrine of the ‘Two Ways’ taught in the early church-the way of darkness and the way of light. 
It was impossible to try to compromise between them because they led in opposite directions. Yet in the early church, it was the compromisers, the Dypsychoi, who won. When we try to mix Zion and Babylon, Babylon has already won the game. It is amazing that any teaching so fundamental and so clear-cut could be so effectively silenced today among people professing to preach and to practice the restored gospel.” ……. It is hard for us to envisage the concept of Zion, let alone paradise, when we have been so long accustomed to living in Babylon”.  Pages 11-12 “Our Glory or our Condemnation”
The Lord has admonished His people to become independent from the world. He has given laws and commandments such as the United Order which enable the Saints to accomplish this independence: 
D&C 78:14: “That the church may stand independent above all other creatures beneath the Celestial world; that you may come up unto the crown prepared for you, and be made rulers over many kingdoms, saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Zion.” 
The early Saints of the Church found it necessary to separate themselves from the society in which they lived to preserve their physical lives. Latter-Day Saints will also need to separate themselves from the midst of Babylon for their spiritual and physical protection. 
See the study The Separation of the Righteous and Wicked
The Relief of being Released from the Bondage of Babylon

Isaiah testifies that when the saints are redeemed from the midst of wickedness it will produce great joy compared to the sorrow and mourning experienced in Babylon

There is no peace for parents trying to raise families in a wicked society. They are constantly on guard because of the standards that are continually portrayed before their children. Isaiah clearly understood this and compared the joy and gladness that would be felt by parents when living in a Zion society compared to their afflictions and sorrow in Babylon:

Isaiah 35:10: “And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” 
Isaiah 51:11: “Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy [shall be] upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; [and] sorrow and mourning shall flee away.” 
Living among the wicked is likened by Isaiah to being afflicted and living under oppression:
Isaiah 54:11-14: “O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, [and] not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires. And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones. And all thy children [shall be] taught of the Lord; and great [shall be] the peace of thy children. In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear, and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.”
Isaiah 49:13-15: “Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountains: for the Lord hath comforted his people and will have mercy upon his afflicted. But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee?”
Jeremiah likewise testified that mourning will into joy.

Jeremiah 31:10-13: “Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock. For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that was stronger than he. Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all. Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together: for I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow.

D&C 103:11-12: “But verily I say unto you, I have decreed that your brethren which have been scattered shall return to the lands of their inheritances and shall build the waste places of Zion. For after much tribulation, as I have said in a former commandment, cometh the blessing” 
Zion is described as a place of peace, safety, and refuge for members of The Church:
D&C 45:65-66, 68-69: “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…and it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety and there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” 

The Righteous Need to Gather Regionally for Strength and Protection

The answer to the problem of dwelling amongst such wickedness lies totally within the commandments of the Lord. The commandment is for the saints to separate themselves and gather together for spiritual strength and physical protection. 
D&C 101:22: “Behold, it is my will that all they who call on my name, and worship me according to mine everlasting gospel, should gather together, and stand in holy places”.
When the saints had been cast out from Missouri, which was the designated place for the gathering to Zion, the Lord gave His people another commandment. They were to gather together in regional places taking into account the feelings of local people that they may rest in peace and safety:
D&C 105:24-26: “Talk not of judgments, neither boast of faith nor of mighty works, but carefully gather together, as much in one region as can be, consistently with the feelings of the people and behold, I will give unto you favour and grace in their eyes, that you may rest in peace and safety while you are saying unto the people: Execute judgment and justice for us according to law, and redress us of our wrongs. Now, behold, I say unto you, my friends, in this way you may find favour in the eyes of the people, until the army of Israel becomes very great.” (See also D&C 105:27-31)
Even though the commandment for the saints to Gather to Zion had been temporarily postponed, due to the weakness and immaturity of the church at that time, they were still commanded to obey the principle of gathering. This gathering had certain restrictions placed upon it in particular that they would not gather in one area to the extent of upsetting the existing residents. In this way they would find peace and safety and not appear to be a threat to their neighbours in any one particular area. The Lord for His part said He would “soften the hearts of the people…from time to time” until the church had gained strength in numbers and spirituality.
Such a gathering would bring together the saints providing strength and protection from the pervading influence of a world degenerating into widespread wickedness. This commandment to “carefully gather together as much in one region as can be consistently with the feelings of the people” has never been rescinded by the Lord and is still in force.
Today the saints find themselves in varying circumstances throughout the earth. In some localities the saints are found in considerable numbers and are predominant in both schools and Higher Education. The children and youth have sufficient church friends in their neighbourhood, so they are “not unequally yoked together with unbelievers” (2 Cor 6:14). They can meet together often in their own neighbourhood for dances, activities, sports events etc without distance being an obstacle and a drain on resources. A Temple is available within a reasonable distance, to which they can attend regularly. Under these circumstances it is not hard to find someone of the same faith to marry and bring up a family in righteousness with the support of the church.

The saints in such localities can consider themselves in obedience to the above quoted commandment in D&C 105:24-26 of being gathered regionally for strength, consistent with the feelings of the people. They have a positive influence in the society where they live by voting in numbers for wise politicians and just laws. The church continues to grow in strength in such areas because the needed support systems in an ever increasingly wicked world are in place.

Only the individual Latter-Day Saint family can decide for themselves whether they live in such a locality where the gathering of the saints is appropriately sufficient to provide the support systems and the strength required in their quest for righteousness. It takes a critical mass of members of the church in any one area to give the rising generation sufficient support in terms of friends of their own age. There is certainly a desire in the hearts of many members to gather to such areas for the benefit of their families. This desire of the saints is inspired because it is simply showing obedience to the commandment of Heavenly Father that His children should gather together regionally for strength and protection. 

Through the principle of gathering the Lord is able to provide safety and spiritual protection for his people. The time will come when the Saints will gather as one people in the Land of Zion under His laws and receive all the blessings available both temporally and spiritually. Through the Gathering to Zion, Israel will be blessed to live the full Law of God including the Law of Consecration. They will create a righteous environment, remove poverty through the United Order; build strong families in the midst of friends; have a House of God in their community; and prepare for the return of the Son of God to the earth. END
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