
Commandments in the Doctrine and Covenants

Introduction

The Plan of Salvation with its Laws and Ordinances is designed by our Father in Heaven to bring His children back into His Presence. There His children may enjoy Eternal Glory in the Celestial Kingdom and be added upon with unlimited opportunities and blessings. He sent His Son Jesus Christ to Redeem His children through the merciful Atonement that they might have Immortality and Eternal Life. Keeping His commandments is part of the covenant to obtain Eternal life.
The Doctrine and Covenants is a Testament of pure truth that God speaks to man in this day. This sacred book was sealed by its Testator the Prophet Joseph Smith and is now in full force and power. The obedience or disobedience of individuals to its teachings and commandments will form part of their judgement at the last day. As members of the Church obey the teachings and commandments contained in this volume of scripture they will prosper as a people and receive spiritual blessings.

It is my testimony that the book of Doctrine and Covenants contains the foundation beliefs and principles upon which church members should build today. It is not just a history book of past revelations that applied to the early Saints. It should form the bedrock of the basic beliefs and commandments of the Latter-Day-Saints today and up to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. 
The Doctrine and Covenants contains the New and Everlasting Covenant or the Fulness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to modern Israel. This covenant is made up of individual commandments and ordinances. Each commandment and ordinance is a vital part of the covenant. To constantly break one of the commandments makes the covenant “void and of none effect” (D&C 54: 4) As James stated: “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” (James 2:10)
President Marion G. Romney stated that the Doctrine and Covenants as revealed through the Prophet Joseph Smith contains the Law of God for this dispensation. “What I now desire is to impress upon our minds that the gospel, as revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith, is complete and is the word direct from heaven to this dispensation. It alone is sufficient to teach us the principles of Eternal Life.” 
The list of commandments given in this study is not complete but an example of what the Lord expects of His faithful disciples. 

See the study 80 Commandments for Covenant Israel
The following article by President Romney forms the basis of this study on the commandments in the Doctrine and Covenants.
 “A Glorious Promise” by  President Marion G. Romney Jan 1981 Ensign

“The Lord has said: “If thou lovest me thou shalt serve me and keep all my commandments” (D&C 42:29).

The Prophet Joseph said: “We cannot keep all the commandments without first knowing them, and we cannot expect to know all, or more than we now know unless we comply with or keep those we have already received” (History of the Church, 5:135).

When the Lord organized his church in 1830, he soon thereafter gave several revelations in which he laid down the law of the Church, the law by which the people of his church were to be governed.

I think it is a good thing for us to realize that we do not get the gospel of Jesus Christ out of the Bible only. We accept the doctrines of the gospel as taught in the Bible to be the word of God. The Bible teachings are the word of God wherever they have not been mutilated. But the teaching of the gospel as contained in the Bible is but a part of the teaching which the Lord and his prophets gave in past dispensations.

In each dispensation, from the days of Adam to the days of the Prophet Joseph Smith, the Lord has revealed anew the principles of the gospel. So that while the records of past dispensations, insofar as they are uncorrupted, testify to the truths of the gospel, still each dispensation has had revealed in its day sufficient truth to guide the people of the new dispensation, independent of the records of the past.

I do not wish to discredit in any manner the records we have of the truths revealed by the Lord in past dispensations. What I now desire is to impress upon our minds that the gospel, as revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith, is complete and is the word direct from heaven to this dispensation. It alone is sufficient to teach us the principles of Eternal Life. It is the truth revealed, the commandments given in this dispensation through modern prophets by which we are to be governed.

Consider a few of them:

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy might, mind, and strength; and in the name of Jesus Christ thou shalt serve him” D&C 59:5.

“Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the land which the Lord thy God shall give thee” 1 Ne. 17:55.
To honor one’s father and mother is to please and honor God.

“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” D&C 59:6.

“Thou shalt not be idle; for he that is idle shall not eat the bread nor wear the garments of the laborer” D&C 42:42.
We are therefore under command to be an industrious, hardworking, frugal people.

Again he says: “Behold, I speak unto the church. Thou shalt not kill; and he that kills shall not have forgiveness in this world, nor in the world to come” (D&C 42:18) (See D&C 59:6)
The wisdom of obeying this commandment is self-evident.

In another statement he added the phrase, “nor do anything like unto it” (D&C 59:6), which to me suggests that there are other unspecified transgressions akin to killing, which may carry a similar penalty.

“Thou shalt not steal; and he that stealeth and will not repent shall be cast out” (D&C 42:20). See (D&C 59:6) This means that a thief who will not repent should be cut off from the Church, deprived of his membership.

It is reported that violations of this commandment, “Thou shalt not steal,” constitute a higher percentage of crimes than all other crimes put together. 

Countless are the devious ways of stealing. Fortunate indeed are they who, through righteous living and the gift of discernment, can clearly distinguish between honesty and dishonesty.

“Thou shalt not lie; he that lieth and will not repent shall be cast out” (D&C 42:21). 
“Thou shalt love thy wife with all thy heart” D&C 42:22.

“Thou shalt not commit adultery; and he that committeth adultery, and repenteth not, shall be cast out” D&C 42:24. (See also D&C 59: 6)
This commandment, given also in the Ten Commandments (Ex. 20:14), is repeated here in this dispensation so that there can be no doubt about its being binding upon the people of the Church in this day:

The violator of this commandment suffers a loss second only to the loss suffered by him who kills. With the loss of the Spirit of the Lord, which always accompanies adultery, comes a diminution of the power to choose between right and wrong. Lying, loss of self-respect, and disloyalty are bosom companions of adultery. If we are seriously interested in being successful in any endeavor, we shall avoid every type of immorality as we would avoid the plague.

“Thou shalt not speak evil of thy neighbor” D&C 42:27.
“Thou wilt remember the poor” (D&C 42:30).

“Thou shalt live together in love” (D&C 42:45).

“Thou shalt not covet” D&C 19:25.

There are many others. It would be well for all of us to study the scriptures and become aware of our responsibilities.

Some of these rules are the same as the Lord gave to the children of Israel in the Ten Commandments. They were, however, given to us again in this dispensation. We are therefore left without excuse. We cannot say they are not now in force.

And so, in conclusion, I repeat the challenge to strictly abide in the spirit and by the letter of the Lord’s commandments—his divinely prescribed code for successful living. Doing so will not only bring us temporal success but also that which is of infinitely greater worth: peace, self-fulfillment, joy, and eternal happiness.

“If you keep my commandments and endure to the end you shall have Eternal Life, which gift is the greatest of all the gifts of God” D&C 14:7.

A glorious promise!” End of Article
The Importance of Keeping the Commandments
D&C 1:37-38: “Search these commandments, for they are true and faithful, and the prophecies and promises which are in them shall all be fulfilled. What I the Lord have spoken, I have spoken, and I excuse not myself; and though the heavens and the earth pass away, my word shall not pass away, but shall all be fulfilled…...” 
D&C 14:7: “If you keep my commandments and endure to the end you shall have Eternal Life, which gift is the greatest of all the gifts of God.”

D&C 20:77: “And witness unto thee, O God, the Eternal Father, that they are willing to take upon them the name of thy Son, and always remember him and keep his commandments which he has given them; that they may always have his Spirit to be with them. Amen.
D&C 42:29 “If thou lovest me thou shalt serve me and keep all my commandments.”

Keep the Commandments to Receive the Blessings of Heaven

D&C 130:20-21: “There is a law irrevocably decreed in heaven before the foundation of this world upon which all blessings are predicated; and when we obtain any blessing from God, it is by obedience to that law upon which it is predicated.” 

D&C 82:10: “I, the Lord, am bound when ye do what I say; but when ye do not what I say, ye have no promise.” 
D&C 5:22: “And that you be firm in keeping the commandments wherewith I have commanded you; and if you do this, behold I grant unto you Eternal Life, even if you should be slain.” 
D&C 5:35: “And if thou art faithful in keeping my commandments thou shalt be lifted up at the last day.”
D&C 6:20: “Be faithful and diligent in keeping the commandments of God, and I will encircle thee in the arms of my love.” 
D&C 6:37: “….Keep my commandments and ye shall inherit the Kingdom of Heaven.”

D&C 9:14: “Do this thing which I have commanded you and you shall prosper…” 
D&C 11:9: “Say nothing but repentance unto this generation. Keep my commandments and assist to bring forth my work, according to my commandments, and you shall be blessed.”

D&C 14:6-7: “Seek to bring forth and establish my Zion. Keep my commandments in all things. And if you keep my commandments and endure to the end you shall have Eternal Life, which gift is the greatest of all the gifts of God.”

D&C 21:4-6: “Wherefore, meaning the church, thou shalt give heed unto all his words and commandments which he shall give unto you as he receiveth them, walking in all holiness before me; for his word ye shall receive, as if from mine own mouth, in all patience and faith. For by doing these things the gates of hell shall not prevail against you; yea and the Lord God will disperse the powers of darkness from before you, and cause the heavens to shake for your good, and His name’s glory.”
D&C 25:15: “Keep my commandments continually, and a crown of righteousness thou shalt receive. And except thou do this, where I am you cannot come.”

D&C 30:8: “Wherefore give heed unto these things  and be diligent in keeping my commandments , and you shall be blessed unto Eternal life.”

D&C 35:24: “Keep all the commandments and covenants by which ye are bound; and I will cause the Heavens to shake for your good and Satan shall tremble. And Zion shall rejoice upon the hills and flourish.” 
D&C 58:2: “For verily I say unto you, blessed is he that keepeth my commandments, whether in life or in death; and he that is faithful in tribulation, the reward of the same is greater in the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

D&C 59:23: “But learn that he who doeth the works of righteousness shall receive his reward, even peace in this life, and Eternal Life in the world to come”.
D&C 63:20: “Nevertheless, he that endureth in faith and doeth my will, the same shall overcome, and shall receive an inheritance upon the earth when the day of transfiguration shall come.”
D&C 63:23: “But unto him that keepeth my commandments I will give the mysteries of my Kingdom, and the same shall be in him a well of living water, springing up unto Everlasting Life.”

D&C 64:34: “Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the willing and obedient shall eat the good of the Land of Zion in these last days.” 
D&C 78:18, 20: “The Kingdom is yours and the blessings thereof are yours, and the riches of Eternity are yours….wherefore do the things which I have commanded you saith your Redeemer….who prepareth all things before He taketh you.” 

D&C 89:18: “And all saints who remember to keep and do these sayings, walking in obedience to the commandments, shall receive health in the navel etc”. 
D&C 93:1: “Verily, thus saith the Lord: It shall come to pass that every soul who forsaketh his sins and cometh unto me, and calleth on my name, and obeyeth my voice, and keepeth my commandments, shall see my face and know that I am….”
D&C 93:20: “For if you keep my commandments you shall receive of his fulness, and be glorified in me as I am in the Father...”

D&C 93:27-28: “And no man receiveth a fulness unless he keepeth his commandments. He that keepeth his commandments receiveth truth and light, until he is glorified in truth and knoweth all things.”

D&C 96:6: “…Unto whom I give a promise of Eternal Life inasmuch as he keepeth my commandments from henceforth.”

D&C 103:7-8: “And by hearkening to observe all the words which I, the Lord their God, shall speak unto them, they shall never cease to prevail until the kingdoms of the world are subdued under my feet, and the earth is given unto the saints, to possess it forever and ever. But inasmuch as they keep not my commandments, and hearken not to observe all my words, the kingdoms of the world shall prevail against them.” 
D&C 124:55: “….that you may prove yourselves unto me that ye are faithful in all things whatsoever I command you, that I may bless you, and crown you with honour, immortality, and eternal life.”
D&C 132:5: “For all who will have a blessing at my hands shall abide the Law which was appointed for that blessing and the conditions thereof, as were instituted from before the foundation of the earth.” 

Mosiah 2:41: “And moreover, I would desire that ye should consider on the blessed and happy state of those that keep the commandments of God. For behold, they are blessed in all things, both temporal and spiritual; and if they hold out faithful to the end they are received into heaven, that thereby they may dwell with God in a state of never-ending happiness. O remember, remember that these things are true; for the Lord God hath spoken it.”

Deuteronomy 6:17-18: “Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the Lord your God, and his testimonies, and his statutes, which he hath commanded thee. And thou shalt do that which is right and good in the sight of the Lord: that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest go in and possess the good land which the Lord sware unto thy fathers.”

The Prophet Joseph Smith taught.
“Happiness is the object and design of our existence and will be the end thereof if we pursue the path that leads to it and this path is virtue, uprightness, faithfulness, holiness and keeping all the Commandments of God. But we cannot keep all the commandments without first knowing them, and we cannot expect to know all or more than we know unless we comply with or keep those we have already received. That which is wrong under one circumstance, may be and often is under another….”
"In obedience there is joy and peace . . . and as God has designed our happiness . .He never has — He never will . . give a commandment to His people that is not calculated in its nature to promote that happiness which He has designed." (History of the Church, 5:134-135.)
Commandments recorded in the Doctrine and Covenants
Love God and serve Him in the name of Christ.
Love thy Neighbour as thyself. 
Thou shalt not speak evil of thy neighbour.
Thou shalt not kill.
Thou shalt not steal.
Thou shalt not lie.
Thou shalt love thy wife with all thy heart.
Honour thy Father and Mother

Thou shalt not commit adultery.
Do not take the name of God in Vain
Thou shalt not be idle.
Thou wilt remember the poor.
Thou shalt not covet.
Let all things be done in cleanliness before me.
Thou shalt thank the Lord thy God in all things.
Thou shalt offer a sacrifice unto the Lord thy God...that of a broken heart and a contrite spirit.
Keep the Sabbath Day Holy

Thou shalt go to the house of prayer and offer up thy sacraments upon my Holy Day
Thy vows shall be offered up in righteousness on all days and at all times.
Do these things with thanksgiving, with cheerful hearts and countenances.
Let no man break the Laws of the land.
Men should be anxiously engaged in a good cause and do many things of their own free will.
Assist the poor and Needy.
Visit the Sick and afflicted.
The Lord willeth that the disciples should purchase this whole region of country, as soon as… 

Wherefore, I say unto you, that ye ought to forgive one another.
And if thy brother or sister offend thee
Behold, it is said in my laws, or forbidden, to get in debt to thine enemies.
Obey the Ordinances of God-Baptism-Sacrament-Priesthood-Temple
Being Temperate in all things
It is a commandment to Pray.
Listen, Hearken, Search and Obtain Knowledge of God (give diligent heed)
Be Diligent in All Things

Be Faithful

Be Repentant
Be Wise

Be Humble

Be Meek
Endure to the End
(This list is not comprehensive)
Basic Commandments in the Doctrine and Covenants
Direct from the Scriptures 

· No particular order and not complete. See the individual studies of the Commandments in the folder Commandments/Teachings
D&C 12:8: Temperate in all things. (See also D&C 4:6)

D&C 12:8: “And no one can assist in this work except he shall be humble and ….”

D&C 19:25: “Thou shalt not covet.” 
D&C 19:41: “Or canst thou be humble and meek, and conduct thyself wisely before me? Yea, come unto me thy Saviour. Amen 

D&C 42:18: “Behold, I speak unto the church. Thou shalt not kill; and he that kills shall not have forgiveness in this world, nor in the world to come” D&C 59:6 “nor do anything like unto it” 
D&C 42:20: “Thou shalt not steal; and he that stealeth and will not repent shall be cast out.” 

D&C 42:21: “Thou shalt not lie; he that lieth and will not repent shall be cast out.” 
D&C 42:22: “Thou shalt love thy wife with all thy heart and shalt cleave unto her and none else”.

D&C 42:24:“Thou shalt not commit adultery; and he that committeth adultery, and repenteth not, shall be cast out”. See also (D&C 59: 6)

D&C 42:27: “Thou shalt not speak evil of thy neighbor.”
D&C 42:30: “Thou wilt remember the poor.” 

D&C 42:41: “Let all things be done in cleanliness before me” (Note Clean of Mind, body and speech” 

D&C 42:42:“Thou shalt not be idle; for he that is idle shall not eat the bread nor wear the garments of the laborer.” 

D&C 42: 88-90 “And if thy brother or sister offend thee, thou shalt take him or her between him or her and thee alone; and if he or she confess thou shalt be reconciled. And if he or she confess not thou shalt deliver him or her up unto the church, not to the members, but to the elders. And it shall be done in a meeting and that not before the world. And if thy brother or sister offend many, he or she shall be chastened before many. (Additional see v 91-93)

D&C 42:28-29: Thou knowest my laws concerning these things are given in my scriptures; he that sinneth and repenteth not shall be cast out. If thou lovest me, thou shalt serve me and keep all my commandments.”

D&C 52:15-16: “Wherefore he that prayeth whose spirit is contrite, the same is accepted of me if he obey mine ordinances. He that speaketh, whose spirit is contrite, whose language is meek and edifieth the same is of God if he obey mine ordinances.”
D&C 58:21-22: “Let no man break the laws of the land, for he that keepeth the Laws of God hath no need to break the laws of the land. Wherefore be subject to the powers that be until He reigns whose right it is to reign…”

D&C 58:27-28: “Verily I say, men should be anxiously engaged in a good cause, and do many things of their own free will, and bring to pass much righteousness; for the power is in them, wherefore they are agents unto themselves…”

D&C 59:5: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy might, mind, and strength; and in the name of Jesus Christ thou shalt serve him”. 

D&C 59:6: “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” see also D&C 42:45
D&C 59:6: Thou shalt not steal. 

D&C 59:6: Neither commit adultery.
D&C 59:6: Nor kill, nor do anything like unto it.

D&C 59:7: “Thou shalt thank the Lord thy God in all things.”

D&C 59:8: “Thou shalt offer a sacrifice unto the Lord thy God in righteousness, even that of a broken heart and a contrite spirit.”

D&C 59:9: “Thou shalt go to the house of prayer and offer up thy sacraments upon my holy day.” See also D&C 59:9-13

D&C 59:11: “Thy vows shall be offered up in righteousness on all days and at all times.”

D&C 59:15: “And inasmuch as ye do these things with thanksgiving, with cheerful hearts and countenances, not with much laughter.”

D&C 59:21-23: “And in nothing doth man offend God, or against none is His wrath kindled, save those who confess not his hand in all things, and obey not his commandments. Behold, this is according to the law and the prophets; wherefore, trouble me no more concerning this matter. But learn that he who doeth the works of righteousness shall receive his reward, even peace in this world, and eternal life in the world to come.”

D&C 64:8-11: “My disciples, in days of old, sought occasion against one another and forgave not one another in their hearts; and for this evil they were afflicted and sorely chastened. Wherefore, I say unto you, that ye ought to forgive one another; for he that forgiveth not his brother his trespasses standeth condemned before the Lord; for their remaineth in him the greater sin. I, the Lord, will forgive whom I will forgive, but of you it is required to forgive all men. And ye ought to say in your hearts—let God judge between me and thee and reward thee according to thy deeds.”
D&C 64:27: “Behold, it is said in my laws, or forbidden, to get in debt to thine enemies.”       See D&C 19:35: “Pay the debt thou hast contracted…. Release thyself from bondage.”  
D&C 68:33: “And a commandment I give unto them; that he that observeth not his prayers before the Lord in the season thereof, let him be had in remembrance before the judge of my people”. 
D&C 63: 60-63: “Behold, I am Alpha and Omega, even Jesus Christ. Wherefore, let all men beware how they take my name in their lips—For behold, verily I say, that many there be who are under this condemnation, who use the name of the Lord, and use it in vain, having  not authority. Wherefore, let the church repent of their sins, and I, the Lord, will own them; otherwise they shall be cut off.”

D&C 84:43: “And I now give unto you a commandment to beware concerning yourselves, to give diligent heed to the words of eternal life” (Hearken, Listen, Search, Obtain and increase knowledge of God and His ways) 
D&C 75:29: “Let every man be diligent in all things. And the idler shall not have place in the church, except he repent and mend his ways.”

D&C 105:41: “Therefore, be faithful; and behold, and lo, I am with you even unto the end.” 
D&C 78:22: “And he that is a faithful and wise steward shall inherit all things.” 

Commandments connected to the Redemption of Zion 
Commandments concerning the Law of Consecration and the United Order will come into force when Zion is redeemed:

D&C 105:34: “And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and her law be executed and fulfilled after her redemption.” 
D&C 57:4-5: “Wherefore, it is wisdom that the land should be purchased by the saints, and also every tract lying westward, even unto the line running directly between Jew and Gentile; and also, every tract bordering by the prairies, inasmuch as my disciples are enabled to buy lands. Behold, this is wisdom that they may obtain it for an Everlasting Inheritance.
D&C 58:52-53: “For behold, verily I say unto you, the Lord willeth that the disciples and the children of men should open their hearts, even to purchase this whole region of country, as soon as time will permit. Behold, here is wisdom. Let them do this lest they receive none inheritance save it be by the shedding of blood. And again, inasmuch as there is land obtained, let there be workmen sent forth of all kinds unto this land, to labour for the saints of God.” 

D&C 101:63-64, 67-71: “Again, verily I say unto you, I will show unto you wisdom in me concerning all the churches, inasmuch as they are willing to be guided in a right and proper way for their salvation—That the work of the gathering together of my saints may continue, that I may build them up unto my name upon holy places; for the time of harvest is come, and my word must needs be fulfilled……

Therefore, a commandment I give unto all the churches, that they shall continue to gather together unto the places which I have appointed. Nevertheless, as I have said unto you in a former commandment, let not your gathering be in haste, nor by flight; but let all things be prepared before you. 

And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things—Which saith, or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my saints; All the land which can be purchased in Jackson county, and the counties round about, and leave the residue in mine hand.”
D&C 105:28-29: “And to have sent wise men to fulfill that which I have commanded concerning the purchasing of the lands in Jackson County that can be purchased and in the adjoining counties round about. For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the Laws of Consecration which I have given.” 
Commandments connected to Equality, the Law of Consecration, Stewardship and the United Order. 

D&C 42:30: “And behold, thou wilt remember the poor, and consecrate of thy properties for their support that which thou hast to impart unto them with a covenant and a deed which cannot be broken.” 
D&C 42: 53-54: “Thou shalt stand in the place of thy stewardship. Thou shalt not take thy brother’s garment; thou shalt pay for that which thou shalt receive of thy brother.”  
D&C 42:55: “And if thou obtainest more than that which would be for thy support, thou shalt give it into my storehouse that all things may be done according to that which I have said.” 
D&C 51:3: “… Appoint unto this people their portions, every man equal according to his family, according to his circumstances and his wants and needs.” 

D&C 51:9: “And let every man deal honestly, and be alike among this people, and receive alike, that ye may be one, even as I have commanded you.” 

D&C 70:14: “Nevertheless, in your temporal things you shall be equal and this not grudgingly, otherwise the abundance of the manifestations of the Spirit shall be withheld.” 
D&C 78:11: “Wherefore, a commandment I give unto you, to prepare and organize yourselves by a bond or Everlasting Covenant that cannot be broken” See also D&C 82:11

D&C 82:17: “And you are to be equal, or in other words, you are to have equal claims on the properties…. every man according to his wants and his needs, inasmuch as his wants are just”. 
For Zion to remain a land of righteousness it is vital that the Law of God is observed at all times. 

D&C 58:19: “For verily I say unto you, my Law shall be kept on this land”.                                                                                                                                              

D&C 51:2: “For it must needs be that they be organised according to my laws; if otherwise, they will be cut off.” 
The commandment to Gather to Zion the New Jerusalem and surrounding Stakes will be given prior to the Second Coming.
D&C 133:4-5, 7, 9-12, 14-15: “Gather ye together, O ye people of my church, upon the land of Zion…Go ye out from Babylon, Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord. Yea, verily I say unto you again, the time has come when the voice of the Lord is unto you: Go ye out of Babylon; gather ye out from among the nations, from the four winds, from one end of Heaven to the other….
Go ye forth unto the land of Zion, that the borders of my people may be enlarged. Yea let the cry go forth among all people: Awake and arise and go forth to meet the Bridegroom; behold and lo, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Prepare yourselves for the great day of the Lord. Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour. Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion......Go ye out from among the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon. Let all things be prepared before you; and he that goeth, let him not look back.” 

In the meantime until Zion is redeemed the Lord gave another commandment concerning  gathering on a regional basis: 

Gather in one are for peace and safety prior to the gathering to Zion
D&C 105:24-25: “Talk not of judgments, neither boast of faith nor of mighty works, but carefully gather together as much in one region as can be, consistently with the feelings of the people; and behold, I will give you favour and grace in their eyes, that you may rest in peace and safety…”  
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