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Introduction
Baptism is from a Greek word meaning to “Dip” or “Immerse.”
A sacred ordinance performed by the Priesthood of God for the remission of sins and for entrance into the Kingdom of God.
Obedience to the Ordinance of Baptism is a requirement for salvation. 
See the LDS Bible Dictionary for an excellent explanation on the ordinance of  Baptism.
Baptism is a Commandment of God

Scriptures

3 Nephi 27:20-22: “Now this is the commandment: Repent, all ye ends of the earth, and come unto me and be baptized in my name, that ye may be sanctified by the reception of the Holy Ghost, that ye may stand spotless before me at the last day. Verily, verily, I say unto you, this is my gospel; and ye know the things that ye must do in my church; for the works which ye have seen me do that shall ye also do; for that which ye have seen me do even that shall ye do; Therefore, if ye do these things blessed are ye, for ye shall be lifted up at the last day.
Moroni 8:25-26: “And the first fruits of repentance is baptism; and baptism cometh by faith unto the fulfilling the commandments; and the fulfilling the commandments bringeth remission of sins, And the remission of sins bringeth meekness, and lowliness of heart; and because of meekness and lowliness of heart cometh the visitation of the Holy Ghost, which Comforter filleth with hope and perfect love, which love endureth by diligence unto prayer, until the end shall come, when all the saints shall dwell with God.”
Jesus Christ Set the Example in Baptism

Matthew 3:14-15: “But John forbad him, saying, ‘I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?’ And Jesus answering said unto him, ‘Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he suffered him.”
2 Nephi 31:5-11: “And now, if the Lamb of God, he being holy, should have need to be baptized by water, to fulfil all righteousness, O then, how much more need have we, being unholy, to be baptized, yea, even by water! 
And now, I would ask of you, my beloved brethren, wherein the Lamb of God did fulfil all righteousness in being baptized by water? Know ye not that he was holy? But notwithstanding he being holy, he showeth unto the children of men that, according to the flesh he humbleth himself before the Father, and witnesseth unto the Father that he would be obedient unto him in keeping his commandments. Wherefore, after he was baptized with water the Holy Ghost descended upon him in the form of a dove. 
And again, it showeth unto the children of men the straitness of the path, and the narrowness of the gate, by which they should enter, he having set the example before them. And he said unto the children of men: ‘Follow thou me.’ Wherefore, my beloved brethren, can we follow Jesus save we shall be willing to keep the commandments of the Father? And the Father said: Repent ye, repent ye, and be baptized in the name of my Beloved Son.”
Belief and Baptism Essential for Salvation

Mark 16:15-16: “And he said unto them, ‘Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”
John 3:5: Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God.”
Mark 16:15-16: “And he said unto them, ‘Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”
Acts 8:36-37: “And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”

D&C 18:22: “And as many as repent and are baptized in my name, which is Jesus Christ, and endure to the end, the same shall be saved.”
D&C 112:29: “And he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not, and is not baptized, shall be damned.”

D&C 84:74: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, they who believe not on your words, and are not baptized in water in my name, for the remission of their sins, that they may receive the Holy Ghost, shall be damned, and shall not come into my Father’s kingdom where my Father and I am.”

2 Nephi 9:23-24: “And he commandeth all men that they must repent, and be baptized in his name, having perfect faith in the Holy One of Israel, or they cannot be saved in the kingdom of God. And if they will not repent and believe in his name, and be baptized in his name, and endure to the end, they must be damned; for the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, has spoken it.”

Mosiah 18:6-7: “And it came to pass that as many as believed him went thither to hear his words. And it came to pass after many days there were a goodly number gathered together at the place of Mormon, to hear the words of Alma. Yea, all were gathered together that believed on his word, to hear him. And he did teach them, and did preach unto them repentance, and redemption, and faith on the Lord.”
Alma 19:35: “And it came to pass that there were many that did believe in their words; and as many as did believe were baptized; and they became a righteous people, and they did establish a church among them.”
Ether 4:18: “Therefore, repent all ye ends of the earth, and come unto me, and believe in my gospel, and be baptized in my name; for he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned…..”
3 Nephi 11:33-34: “And whoso believeth in me, and is baptized, the same shall be saved; and they are they who shall inherit the Kingdom of God. And whoso believeth not in me, and is not baptized, shall be damned.”

Moroni 7:34: “And he hath said: ‘Repent all ye ends of the earth, and come unto me, and be baptized in my name, and have faith in me, that ye may be saved.”
Baptism is for the Remission of Sins
D&C 19:31: “And of tenets thou shalt not talk, but thou shalt declare repentance and faith on the Savior and remission of sins by baptism, and by fire, yea, even the Holy Ghost.”

D&C 33:11: “Yea, repent and be baptized, every one of you, for a remission of your sins; yea, be baptized even by water and then cometh the baptism of fire and of the Holy Ghost.”

D&C 39:10: “But behold, the days of thy deliverance are come, if thou wilt hearken to my voice, which saith unto thee: Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on my name, and you shall receive my Spirit, and a blessing so great as you never have known.”
D&C 55:1-2: “Behold, thus saith the Lord unto you, my servant William, yea, even the Lord of the whole earth, thou art called and chosen; and after thou hast been baptized by water, which if you do with an eye single to my glory, you shall have a remission of your sins and a reception of the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands; And then thou shalt be ordained by the hand of my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., to be an elder unto this church, to preach repentance and remission of sins by way of baptism in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God.”

D&C 76:52: “That by keeping the commandments they might be washed and cleansed from all their sins, and receive the Holy Spirit by the laying on of the hands of him who is ordained and sealed unto this power.”
D&C 84:74: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, they who believe not on your words, and are not baptized in water in my name, for the remission of their sins, that they may receive the Holy Ghost, shall be damned, and shall not come into my Father’s kingdom where my Father and I am.”

2 Nephi 31:17-18: “Wherefore, do the things which I have told you I have seen that your Lord and your Redeemer should do; for, for this cause have they been shown unto me, that ye might know the gate by which ye should enter. For the gate by which ye should enter is repentance and baptism by water, and then cometh a remission of your sins by fire and by the Holy Ghost. And then are ye in this strait and narrow path which leads to eternal life; yea, ye have entered in by the gate; ye have done according to the commandments of the Father and the Son; and ye have received the Holy Ghost, which witnesses of the Father and the Son, unto the fulfilling of the promise which he hath made, that if ye entered in by the way ye should receive.”
3 Nephi 1:23: “And it came to pass that Nephi went forth among the people, and also many others, baptizing unto repentance, in the which there was a great remission of sins. And thus the people began again to have peace in the land.
3 Nephi 12:2: “And again, more blessed are they who shall believe in your words because that ye shall testify that ye have seen me, and that ye know that I am. Yea, blessed are they who shall believe in your words, and come down into the depths of humility and be baptized, for they shall be visited with fire and with the Holy Ghost, and shall receive a remission of their sins.”
Acts 2:38: “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

Acts 2:16: “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”

President Joseph Fielding Smith stated: 
“Baptism, the third principle and first ordinance of the Gospel, is essential to salvation and exaltation in the kingdom of God. Baptism is, first, the means by which the repentant individual obtains remission of sins. Second, it is the gateway into the kingdom of God.”

“Teachings of the Presidents of the Church Chap 13.”

The Prophet Joseph Smith recorded: 

“We still continued the work of translation, when, in the ensuing month (15 May 1829), we on a certain day went into the woods to pray and inquire of the Lord respecting baptism for the remission of sins, that we found mentioned in the translation of the plates. While we were thus employed, praying and calling upon the Lord, a messenger from heaven descended in a cloud of light, and having laid his hands upon us, he ordained us, saying: Upon you my fellow servants, in the name of Messiah, I confer the Priesthood of Aaron, which holds the keys of the ministering of angels, and of the gospel of repentance, and of baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; and this shall never be taken again from the earth until the sons of Levi do offer again an offering unto the Lord in righteousness.” Joseph Smith History 1:68-69:
Baptism is Part of a New Birth- Entering into the Kingdom of God

Moses 6:59: “That by reason of transgression cometh the fall, which fall bringeth death, and inasmuch as ye were born into the world by water, and blood, and the spirit, which I have made, and so became of dust a living soul, even so ye must be born again into the Kingdom of Heaven, of water, and of the Spirit, and be cleansed by blood, even the blood of mine Only Begotten; that ye might be sanctified from all sin, and enjoy the words of eternal life in this world, and eternal life in the world to come, even immortal glory.” (This includes the ordinance of Baptism and the Sacrament)

John 3:3-5: “Jesus answered and said unto him, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus saith unto him, “How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?” Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, ‘Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God.”

3 Nephi 30:2: “Turn, all ye Gentiles, from your wicked ways; and repent of your evil doings, of your lyings and deceivings, and of your whoredoms, and of your secret abominations, and your idolatries, and of your murders, and your priestcrafts, and your envyings, and your strifes, and from all your wickedness and abominations, and come unto me, and be baptized in my name, that ye may receive a remission of your sins, and be filled with the Holy Ghost, that ye may be numbered with my people who are of the House of Israel.”
Joseph Fielding Smith compared birth into the world and birth into the Kingdom of God.
“… Every child that comes into this world is carried in water, born in water, and of blood and of the spirit. So when we are born into the Kingdom of God we must be born in the same way: by baptism born of the water; through the shedding of the blood of Christ cleansed and sanctified; and justified through the Spirit of God, for baptism is not complete without the baptism of the Holy Ghost. You see the parallel between birth into the world and birth into the kingdom of God.” “Teachings of the Presidents of the Church Chap 13.”

President Joseph Fielding Smith further stated: 
“Who, among Latter-day Saints, is seeking a place in the Telestial kingdom? Who, among the Latter-day Saints, is seeking a place in the Terrestrial kingdom? With those kingdoms we should want nothing to do; it is not the intention of the man who is baptized into the Church, or ought not to be, to so live that he will not find a place in the Celestial kingdom of God; for baptism, itself, is the way into that kingdom. Baptism is of two-fold nature; primarily for the remission of sins, and then, entrance into the Kingdom of God, not the Telestial kingdom, not into the Terrestrial kingdom, but entrance into the Celestial kingdom, where God dwells. That is what baptism is for; that is what the gift of the Holy Ghost, by the laying on of hands, is for—to prepare us that we may, through obedience, continue on and on, keeping the commandments of the Lord, until we shall receive the fulness in the Celestial Kingdom. “Teachings of the Presidents Chap 13.”

Baptism is a New and Everlasting Covenant
Concerning baptism, the Lord has said all old covenants are done away. Baptism in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints is a New and Everlasting Covenant
D&C 22:1-3: Behold, I say unto you that all old covenants have I caused to be done away in this thing; and this is a New and an Everlasting Covenant, even that which was from the beginning. Wherefore, although a man should be baptized an hundred times it availeth him nothing, for you cannot enter in at the strait gate by the law of Moses, neither by your dead works. For it is because of your dead works that I have caused this last covenant and this church to be built up unto me, even as in days of old.”

D&C 66:2: “Verily I say unto you, blessed are you for receiving mine Everlasting Covenant, even the fulness of my gospel, sent forth unto the children of men, that they might have life and be made partakers of the glories which are to be revealed in the last days, as it was written by the prophets and apostles in days of old.”

Notes: Baptism is “a New and Everlasting covenant” which is part of “The New and Everlasting Covenant”, which is the fulness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. (See D&C 66:2) The individual covenants are like the letters in the alphabet. Each letter is required to make up the alphabet. Some letters are used more than others, but each has its value in contributing to the whole. 
Preparation for Baptism
The Lord has outlined in the Doctrine and Covenants the requirements expected from individuals who desire to be baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. 
In D&C 20:37 the qualifications are listed: 

(1) All those who humble themselves before God, and
(2) Desire to be baptized, and
(3) Come forth with broken heart and contrite spirits, and
(4) Witness before the church that they have truly repented of all their sins, and
(5) Willing to take them the name of Jesus Christ.
(6) Having a determination to serve him to the end, and
(7) Truly manifest by their works that they have received of the Spirit of Christ unto the remission of their sins.
Shall be received by baptism into His church.” End
Those who are baptized are to be given “sufficient time” to gain more understanding before they are to be confirmed members of the church: 
D&C 20:68: “The Elders are to have a sufficient time to expound all things concerning the Church of Christ to their understanding, previous to their partaking of the sacrament and being confirmed by the laying of the hands of the Elders, so that all things may be done in order.”
A Desire to be Baptized is Required
D&C 20:37: “All those who humble themselves before God and desire to be Baptized…”
3 Nephi 11:23: ”Verily I say unto you, that whoso repenteth of his sins through your words, and desireth to be baptized in my name, on this wise shall ye baptize them—Behold, ye shall go down and stand in the water, and in my name shall ye baptize them.”

Mosiah 18:10 “Now I say unto you if this be the desire of your hearts, what have you against being baptised in the name of the Lord as a witness……..And now when the people had heard these words, they clapped their hands for joy, and exclaimed: This is the desire of our hearts.” 

When a Person is Baptized they stand as a Witness of God and Covenant to Serve and Keep His Commandments

Mosiah 18:7-17: “……….And he did teach them, and did preach unto them repentance, and redemption, and faith on the Lord. And it came to pass that he said unto them: Behold, here are the waters of Mormon (for thus were they called) and now, as ye are desirous to come into the fold of God, and to be called his people, and are willing to bear one another’s burdens, that they may be light; Yea, and are willing to mourn with those that mourn; yea, and comfort those that stand in need of comfort, and to stand as witnesses of God at all times and in all things, and in all places that ye may be in, even until death, that ye may be redeemed of God, and be numbered with those of the first resurrection, that ye may have eternal life—Now I say unto you, if this be the desire of your hearts, what have you against being baptized in the name of the Lord, as a witness before him that ye have entered into a covenant with him, that ye will serve him and keep his commandments, that he may pour out his Spirit more abundantly upon you?

And now when the people had heard these words, they clapped their hands for joy, and exclaimed: This is the desire of our hearts. And now it came to pass that Alma took Helam, he being one of the first, and went and stood forth in the water, and cried, saying: O Lord, pour out thy Spirit upon thy servant, that he may do this work with holiness of heart. And when he had said these words, the Spirit of the Lord was upon him, and he said: Helam, I baptize thee, having authority from the Almighty God, as a testimony that ye have entered into a covenant to serve him until you are dead as to the mortal body; and may the Spirit of the Lord be poured out upon you; and may he grant unto you Eternal Life, through the redemption of Christ, whom he has prepared from the foundation of the world.”

And after Alma had said these words, both Alma and Helam were buried in the water; and they arose and came forth out of the water rejoicing, being filled with the Spirit. And again, Alma took another, and went forth a second time into the water, and baptized him according to the first, only he did not bury himself again in the water. And after this manner he did baptize every one that went forth to the place of Mormon; and they were in number about two hundred and four souls; yea, and they were baptized in the waters of Mormon, and were filled with the grace of God. 
And they were called the church of God, or the church of Christ, from that time forward. And it came to pass that whosoever was baptized by the power and authority of God was added to his church.”
Mosiah 21:35: “They were desirous to be baptized as a witness and a testimony that they were willing to serve God with all their hearts; nevertheless, they did prolong the time; and an account of their baptism shall be given hereafter.
The Need of Repentance and Worthiness before Baptism:

D&C 39:6: “And this is my gospel—repentance and baptism by water, and then cometh the baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost, even the Comforter, which showeth all things, and teacheth the peaceable things of the kingdom.”

2 Nephi 31:13: “Wherefore my beloved brethren, I know that if ye shall follow the Son, with full purpose of heart, acting no hypocrisy and no deception before God, but with real intent, repenting of your sins, witnessing unto the Father that ye are willing to take upon you the name of Christ, by baptism- yea following your Lord and your Saviour down into the water, according to His word, behold, then cometh the baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost…..” 
3 Nephi 7:25: “Therefore, there were ordained of Nephi men unto this ministry, that all such as should come unto them should be baptized with water, and this as a witness and a testimony before God, and unto the people, that they had repented and received a remission of their sins.” 
Moroni 6:1-3: ““And now I speak concerning baptism. Behold, elders, priests, and teachers were baptized; and they were not baptized save they brought forth fruit meet that they were worthy of it.  Neither did they receive any unto baptism save they came forth with a broken heart and a contrite spirit, and witnessed unto the church that they truly repented of all their sins, and none were received unto baptism save they took upon them the name of Christ, having a determination to serve him to the end” See also; Mosiah 18:8-10, 
3 Nephi 11:23: “Verily I say unto you, that whoso repenteth of his sins through your words, and desireth to be baptized in my name, on this wise shall ye baptize them…..” 
Mormon 9:29: “See that ye are not baptized unworthily; see that ye partake not of the sacrament of Christ unworthily; but see that ye do all things in worthiness, and do it in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God….”
But conversely those who do not go through the steps of repentance should not be baptized: 

3 Nephi 18:31: “But if he repent not he shall not be numbered among my people….” 
The Correct Authority to Baptize is Essential

D&C 13:1: “Upon you my fellow servants, in the name of Messiah I confer the Priesthood of Aaron, which holds the keys of the ministering of angels, and of the gospel of repentance, and of baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; and this shall never be taken again from the earth, until the sons of Levi do offer again an offering unto the Lord in righteousness.”
D&C 18:29: “And they are they who are ordained of me to baptize in my name, according to that which is written.”

D&C 68:8: “Go ye into all the world, preach the gospel to every creature, acting in the authority which I have given you, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
Baptism is to be by Immersion.
D&C 20:72-74: “Baptism is to be administered in the following manner unto all those who repent—The person who is called of God and has authority from Jesus Christ to baptize, shall go down into the water with the person who has presented himself or herself for baptism, and shall say, calling him or her by name: Having been commissioned of Jesus Christ, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. Then shall he immerse him or her in the water, and come forth again out of the water.”

3 Nephi 11:25-26: “Having authority given me of Jesus Christ, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. And then shall ye immerse them in the water and come forth again out of the water.”

Matthew 3:16: “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him.”
John 3:23: “And John also was baptizing in Ænon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came and were baptized.” 
Acts 8:38: “And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.”

Baptism by Immersion is Symbolic.
President Joseph Fielding Smith stated: 

“… Baptism is by immersion in water. … Baptism cannot be by any other means than the  immersion of the entire body in water, for the following reasons:
(1) It is in the similitude of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and of all others who received the resurrection.

(2) Baptism is also a birth and in the similitude of the birth of a child into this world.

(3) Baptism is literally, as well as a figure of the resurrection, a transplanting, or resurrection from one life to another—the life of sin to the life of spiritual life.

Coming to the third reason: Baptism is literally, as well as a figure of the resurrection, a transplanting, or resurrection from one life to another—the life of sin to the life of spiritual life. …

… All men and women … need repentance. … . How are they going to get back? By being buried in the water. They are dead, and are buried in the water and come forth in the resurrection of the spirit back into spiritual life. That is what baptism is.” END “Teachings of the Presidents of the Church Chap 13.”
Baptism is in the likeness of the Death Burial and Resurrection of Jesus Christ
D&C 128:12-13: “Herein is glory and honor, and immortality and eternal life—The ordinance of baptism by water, to be immersed therein in order to answer to the likeness of the dead, that one principle might accord with the other; to be immersed in the water and come forth out of the water is in the likeness of the resurrection of the dead in coming forth out of their graves; …….Consequently, the baptismal font was instituted as a similitude of the grave, and was commanded to be in a place underneath where the living are wont to assemble.”

Romans 6:3-4: “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”

D&C 76:50-51: “……Concerning them who shall come forth in the resurrection of the just—they are they who received the testimony of Jesus, and believed on his name and were baptized after the manner of his burial, being buried in the water in his name, and this according to the commandment which he has given.”
Children have No Need of Baptism until they are Accountable.

D&C 20:71: “No one can be received into the church of Christ unless he has arrived unto the years of accountability before God, and is capable of repentance.”
D&C 18:41-42: “And you must preach unto the world, saying: You must repent and be baptized, in the name of Jesus Christ; For all men must repent and be baptized, and not only men, but women, and children who have arrived at the years of accountability.”
D&C 29:46-47: “But behold, I say unto you, that little children are redeemed from the foundation of the world through mine Only Begotten; Wherefore, they cannot sin, for power is not given unto Satan to tempt little children, until they begin to become accountable before me.”
D&C 68:25-27: “And again, inasmuch as parents have children in Zion, or in any of her stakes which are organized,  that teach them not to understand the doctrine of repentance, faith in Christ the Son of the living God, and of baptism and the gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of the hands, when eight years old, the sin be upon the heads of the parents. For this shall be a law unto the inhabitants of Zion, or in any of her stakes which are organized. And their children shall be baptized for the remission of their sins when eight years old, and receive the laying on of the hands.”
Moroni 8:5-6, 8-12: “For, if I have learned the truth, there have been disputations among you concerning the baptism of your little children. And now, my son, I desire that ye should labor diligently, that this gross error should be removed from among you; for, for this intent I have written this epistle. 

(8-9) Listen to the words of Christ, your Redeemer, your Lord and your God. Behold, I came into the world not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance; the whole need no physician, but they that are sick; wherefore, little children are whole, for they are not capable of committing sin; wherefore the curse of Adam is taken from them in me. And after this manner did the Holy Ghost manifest the word of God unto me; wherefore, my beloved son, I know that it is solemn mockery before God, that ye should baptize little children. (10-12): Behold I say unto you that this thing shall ye teach—repentance and baptism unto those who are accountable and capable of committing sin; yea, teach parents that they must repent and be baptized, and humble themselves as their little children, and they shall all be saved with their little children. And their little children need no repentance, neither baptism. Behold, baptism is unto repentance to the fulfilling the commandments unto the remission of sins. But little children are alive in Christ, even from the foundation of the world; if not so, God is a partial God, and also a changeable God, and a respecter to persons; for how many little children have died without baptism!”
Moroni 8:19-20: “Little children cannot repent; wherefore, it is awful wickedness to deny the pure mercies of God unto them, for they are all alive in him because of his mercy. And he that saith that little children need baptism denieth the mercies of Christ, and setteth at naught the atonement of him and the power of his redemption.”
Moroni 8:22: “For behold that all little children are alive in Christ, and also all they that are without the law. For the power of redemption cometh on all them that have no law; wherefore, he that is not condemned, or he that is under no condemnation, cannot repent; and unto such baptism availeth nothing.” 
Articles
“The Covenant of Baptism” Elder Robert D Hales Nov 2000 Ensign
“Jesus taught, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). These words led me to ponder more concerning His kingdom. I concluded that when we are baptized by immersion by one with the proper priesthood authority and choose to follow our Savior, we then are in His kingdom and of His kingdom. Being of the Kingdom of God requires that we heed the Savior’s admonition “Follow thou me” (2 Ne. 31:10). Nephi taught that we follow Jesus by keeping Heavenly Father’s commandments: “Wherefore, my beloved brethren, can we follow Jesus save we shall be willing to keep the commandments of the Father?” (2 Ne. 31:10).

At baptism we make a covenant with our Heavenly Father that we are willing to come into His Kingdom and keep His commandments from that time forward, even though we still live in the world. We are reminded from the Book of Mormon that our baptism is a covenant to “stand as witnesses of God [and His kingdom] at all times and in all things, and in all places that ye may be in, even until death, that ye may be redeemed of God, and be numbered with those of the first resurrection, that ye may have eternal life” (Mosiah 18:9; emphasis added).
When we understand our baptismal covenant and the Gift of the Holy Ghost, it will change our lives and will establish our total allegiance to the Kingdom of God. When temptations come our way, if we listen the Holy Ghost will remind us that we have promised to remember our Savior and obey the commandments of God.
President Brigham Young said: “All Latter-day Saints enter the new and everlasting covenant when they enter this Church. They covenant to cease sustaining, upholding and cherishing the kingdom of the Devil and the kingdoms of this world. They enter the new and everlasting covenant to sustain the Kingdom of God and no other kingdom. They take a vow of the most solemn kind, before the heavens and earth, … that they will sustain truth and righteousness instead of wickedness and falsehood, and build up the Kingdom of God, instead of the kingdoms of this world” (Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Brigham Young [1997], 62–63).
Entering into the Kingdom of God is so important that Jesus was baptized to show us “the straitness of the path, and the narrowness of the gate, by which [we] should enter” (2 Ne. 31:9). “Notwithstanding he being holy, he showeth unto the children of men that, according to the flesh he humbleth himself before the Father, and witnesseth unto the Father that he would be obedient unto him in keeping his commandments” (2 Ne. 31:7).

Born of a mortal mother, Jesus was baptized to fulfill His Father’s commandment that sons and daughters of God should be baptized. He set the example for all of us to humble ourselves before our Heavenly Father. We are all welcome to come into the waters of baptism. He was baptized to witness to His Father that He would be obedient in keeping His commandments. He was baptized to show us that we should receive the gift of the Holy Ghost (see 2 Ne. 31:4–9).

As we follow the example of Jesus, we, too, demonstrate that we will repent and be obedient in keeping the commandments of our Father in Heaven. We humble ourselves with a broken heart and a contrite spirit as we recognize our sins and seek forgiveness of our trespasses (see 3 Ne. 9:20). We covenant that we are willing to take upon ourselves the name of Jesus Christ and always remember Him. “For the gate by which ye should enter is repentance and baptism by water, and then cometh a remission of your sins by fire and by the Holy Ghost.  “And then are ye in this straight and narrow path which leads to eternal life” (2 Ne. 31:17–18).
This is the promise that we were given when we came into the kingdom through baptism and when hands were laid upon our heads, the gift of the Holy Ghost was bestowed upon us, and we were confirmed members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints—which means we became “fellow-citizens with the saints” in the “household of God” (see Eph. 2:19) and should walk in a newness of life (see Rom. 6:4).
We cannot take lightly the law given to us to teach our children the doctrine of repentance; faith in Christ, the Son of the living God; and of baptism and the gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands when eight years old, which is the age of accountability appointed by God. We need to do a better job of teaching our children and our grandchildren to understand what it means to enter the Kingdom of God, for we will be held accountable. Many members of the Church do not fully understand what happened when they went into the waters of baptism. It is very important for us to understand the marvelous gift of the remission of sins, but there is much more. 
Do you understand and do your children understand that when they are baptized they are changed forever? Adult converts to the Church often have a better understanding of this transformation because they feel the contrast as they come out of the world into the Kingdom of God.

When we are baptized, we take upon ourselves the sacred name of Jesus Christ. Taking upon us His name is one of the most significant experiences we have in life. Yet sometimes we pass through that experience without having a full understanding. How many of our children—how many of us—really understand that when we were baptized we took upon us not only the name of Christ but also the law of obedience?
Each week in sacrament meeting we promise to remember the atoning sacrifice of our Savior as we renew our baptismal covenant. We promise to do as the Savior did—to be obedient to the Father and always keep His commandments. The blessing we receive in return is to always have His Spirit to be with us. The gift of the Holy Ghost, given to us when we are confirmed, gives us the ability to discern the difference between the giving ways of the Kingdom of God and the taking practices of the world. The Holy Ghost gives us the strength and courage to conduct our lives in the ways of the Kingdom of God and is the source of our testimony of the Father and the Son. As we obey the will of our Father in Heaven, this priceless gift of the Holy Ghost will be with us continually………”

I pray that each of us as members of His kingdom will understand that our baptism and confirmation is the gateway into His kingdom. When we enter, we covenant to be of  His kingdom—forever! In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.” END
‘Born Again’ by President James E Faust April 2001 General Conference
 “My baptism into this Church was one of the highlights of my life. I was eight years of age. My parents taught me and my brothers the significance of this great ordinance. My mother told me that after my baptism I would be held accountable for the things I did that were not right……”

“Baptism by immersion in water is “the introductory ordinance of the gospel, and must be followed by baptism of the Spirit in order to be complete.” As the Prophet Joseph Smith once said: “You might as well baptize a bag of sand as a man, if not done in view of the remission of sins and getting of the Holy Ghost. Baptism by water is but half a baptism, and is good for nothing without the other half—that is, the baptism of the Holy Ghost.” 

The full benefit of forgiveness of sin through the Savior’s Atonement begins with repentance and baptism and then expands upon receiving the Holy Ghost. As Nephi said, baptism is the gate, “and then cometh a remission of your sins by fire and by the Holy Ghost.” The baptismal gate opens the way for additional covenants and blessings through priesthood and temple blessings.”
The personal standards of worthiness to be baptized into this Church are plain:

“All those who humble themselves before God, and desire to be baptized, and come forth with broken hearts and contrite spirits, and witness before the church that they have truly repented of all their sins, and are willing to take upon them the name of Jesus Christ, having a determination to serve him to the end, and truly manifest by their works that they have received of the Spirit of Christ unto the remission of their sins, shall be received by baptism into his church.”  D&C 20:37
Talk on Baptism by Elder Dennis B. Neuenschwander Aug 2001 Ensign
“The gospel itself is the new and everlasting covenant between God and man. We can enter into that covenant in only one way: through baptism by immersion for the remission of our sins. Without obeying the ordinance, we can neither enter the covenant nor receive its blessings. God is the only one who can extend forgiveness of sins and bestow the blessings of membership in His Kingdom that comes through baptism….”

“The ordinances of baptism and the sacrament are bound together inseparably. Through baptism we receive a remission of our sins. Through the sacrament we “retain a remission” of sins. By participating in baptism and the sacrament, we agree, or covenant, that we are willing to take the name of Christ upon us, to keep His commandments, and to always remember Him. In both instances, based upon our obedience to the ordinances, God extends the promise, or covenant, that we would have His Spirit to be with us. Understanding the nature of the covenant and living in accordance with its requirements give life and meaning to the ordinance itself.”
Baptisms for Numbers is Taking the Name of God in Vain

Repentance is shown by a willingness to change and obey the commandments. The scriptures are plain on the subject of being worthy for baptism. There should be humility, the spirit of repentance and a desire to be baptized. Those investigating should request this ordinance because they are converted to the truth and understand its importance for the remission of their sins. The investigator needs to show their repentance by a willingness to live the basic commandments of the church. They should be given sufficient time to accomplish this. They should believe in Jesus Christ and the apostles and prophets. They should understand that joining the church is a commitment that should last a lifetime. Their willingness to listen and keep commitments like saying prayers and studying is a vital foundation.

Many have joined the church fulfilling these requirements for baptism and have been worthy of this sacred ordinance. They were given time and patience to change their ways and absorb the gospel. It is just as important to be baptized worthily as it is to partake of the sacrament worthily. It is also realized that some will go inactive regardless of how well they are taught, due to difficult circumstances that arise as the parable of the sower indicates.
However, it is also true that missions have had number goals, and many have been baptized to satisfy numbers without being properly prepared or worthy. In such cases those involved in these “flog baptisms” are actually taking the name of God in vain and are therefore breaking a commandment themselves. Baptisms are done in the sacred name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost and when they are performed for the wrong reason in any degree of unrighteousness then it is using their names in an inappropriate way. 

“President Ballard said missionaries shouldn't invite people to be baptized without feeling the Spirit. Here's why” 26 June 2019 Church News Extracts only: 

“Missionaries need to recognize the Spirit and teach by the Spirit more than at any time in our history, said President M. Russell Ballard during the 2019 New Mission Leadership Seminar on June 24

Speaking to 164 new mission presidents and their companions gathered at the Provo Missionary Training Center for the conference, President Ballard said gospel invitations — especially invitations to be baptized — should be Spirit-led.

Some missionaries have felt pressure to invite people to be baptized during the first lesson or even the first contact. “These missionaries have felt that inviting people to be baptized the very first time they meet them demonstrated the missionaries’ faith and supports their thinking that inviting people to be baptized early is what is expected,” he said. “Other missionaries have felt that an invitation to be baptized early allowed them to promptly separate the wheat from the tares. In this case, some see the baptismal invitation as a sifting tool.” 

Church leaders don’t know where these practices began, but “it was never our intention to invite people to be baptized before they had learned something about the gospel, felt the Holy Ghost, and had been properly prepared to accept a lifelong commitment to follow Jesus Christ,” said President Ballard. “Our retention rates will dramatically increase when people desire to be baptized because of the spiritual experiences they are having rather than feeling pressured into being baptized by our missionaries.”

Quoting President Gordon B. Hinckley, President Ballard said, “We cannot have (those baptized) walking in the front door and out the back. ... There is absolutely no point in doing missionary work unless we hold on to the fruits of that effort.” Other problems this practice has created include:

First, some Latter-day Saints are hesitant to share the names of families and friends with missionaries because the members worry the missionaries will extend invitations for baptism before the person being introduced is prepared and ready to be baptized.

Second, missionaries sometimes feel like salespeople who have to achieve baptismal goals; therefore, the missionaries use high-pressure tactics to rush people into the baptismal font. Such a culture can ultimately hurt the faith of the missionaries who may return home feeling guilty for their actions in this regard.

Third, some people have stopped meeting with missionaries because a premature baptism invitation was given too early in their spiritual journey. They feel like missionaries are more interested in the baptism event than in what they are really experiencing spiritually. President Ballard said the Book of Mormon clearly teaches that commandments or invitations should be given in context.

Missionaries should be taught to determine by the Spirit when an invitation to be baptized is appropriate. He invited the mission leaders to read examples in the New Testament of how Jesus and His disciples offered Spirit-led invitations. “Missionaries need to be careful not to push people down the path,” explained President Ballard. “Instead, they should invite them to take the next step on the path.”

“If missionaries and members successfully extend simple and doable Spirit-led invitations, along with sincere offers to help and inspired questions, they will see increases in the number of people being taught, spiritual experiences, and baptisms, and most importantly, they will witness what is described in the Book of Mormon: ‘As many as believed ... were converted unto the Lord (and) never did fall away’"(Alma 23:6).” END
Why Joseph Smith was Re-Baptized.

Joseph Smith and others were re-baptized when the church was organized on the 6 April 1830. Why? 

 Elder Joseph Fielding Smith: “When the church was organized each of the brethren who organized the church and the others who had been baptized were baptized again. They had to be in order to come into the church by the door.” ……..“When Christ appeared to the Nephites he commanded them to be baptised, although they had previously been baptized for the remission of sins. See 3 Nephi 19: 7-14 Doctrines of salvation Volume 2 page 336.

Scriptures Used in this Study.
Doctrine and Covenants: D&C 13:1; 18:22; 18:29; 18:41-42; 19:31; 20:37; 20:68; 20:71; 20:72-74; 22:1-3; 29:46-47; 33:11; 39:6; 39:10; 55:1-2;  66:2;  68:8; 68:25-27; 76:50-51; 76:52;  84:74;  112:29, 128:13-13. 
Book of Mormon: 2 Nephi 9:23-24; 30:2; 31:5-11; 31:13; 31:17-18; Mosiah 18:6-7’ 18:10; 18:7-13; Mosiah 21:35; Alma 7:15-16; Alma 18:12-17, 30; Alma 19:35: Ether 4:18; 3 Nephi 1:23; 7:25; 11:23; 11:25-26; 11:33-34; 3 Nephi 12:2; 18:31; Mormon 9:29; Moroni 6:1-3; 7:34, 8:5-6, 8-12, 19-20,  Moroni 8:22, 8:25-26.
New Testament: Matthew 3:14-15; 3:16; Mark 16:15-16; John 3:3-5; 3:23; Acts 2:16; Acts 2:38; Acts 8:36-37;  8:38; Romans 6:3-4. 
Pearl of Great Price: Moses 6:59. 
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