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Introduction
The purpose of this study is to bring together the light and truth of the scriptures on the subject of Zion especially from the Doctrine and Covenants-the Word of God to this generation. It is to demonstrate that the scriptures correlate and fit perfectly into one great whole on this subject. It is a topic of essential concern for the following reasons: 
1: The Redemption and building up of Zion is a vital preparation for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. It serves as a bridgehead or base to receive Jesus Christ, and from whence He will commence His Millennial reign. 
2: The preservation of the Latter-Day Saints from the widespread destructions that will precede the Second Coming is dependent upon their gathering to Zion from the nations of the Earth.

3: The Latter –Day Saints are required to live the full Law of God, including the Law of Consecration at the earliest opportunity in preparation for the Second Coming.
The saints are to be “united according to the union required by the law of the Celestial Kingdom” (See D&C 105:4-5) and this can only be accomplished by creating a Zion society. 

The obligation and desire to live the full law of God should be the motivation that is sufficient for the pure in heart to strive and pray for the creation of a Zion in its Fullness.

The Church is the preparation for Zion

Zion is the preparation for the Second Coming

The Second Coming brings the Millennium 
The Millennium leads to the Celestial Glory.
See the studies in the folder Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
Build up the Church in Every Region then Gather as One

The Doctrine and Covenants teaches that the twofold mission of the priesthood is to establish the church in all areas and then to bring forth Zion by gathering to the appointed place:  
D&C 42: 1, 8-9: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church…… (1).ye shall build up my church in every region-(2) until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may be gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God” 
D&C 31:7-8: “(1) And I will establish a church by your hand; and (2) you shall strengthen them and prepare them against the time when they shall be gathered” 

D&C 45:64-66, 69: The elders are to “(1)….call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me (2) and with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under Heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” (See 3 Nephi 21:22-24, 28-29)
D&C 101:74: “(1) And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel (2) they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion” 

The above scriptures explain the two-fold reason for the preaching of the gospel and establishment of the church. This is succinctly explained in the revelation on the priesthood: -
D&C 84:2: “Yea, the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for (1) the restoration of His people, as He has spoken by the mouth of His prophets, and (2) for the gathering of His saints to stand upon mount Zion, which shall be the City of the New Jerusalem” 

People worldwide are presently being restored to the true church and fold of God now as the lost sheep of the house of Israel, in all nations, in preparation for the final gathering to Zion. 

The first purpose has found great fulfilment in the establishment and building up of the church through districts and stakes in many nations of the Earth. The second purpose is yet to be accomplished and it is therefore vital that Latter-day Saints have a correct understanding of what is required in the establishment of a Zion society. It is hoped that this study may assist the student in gaining that correct understanding of the fullness of Zion.
The Lord explained to Enoch: 
Moses 7:62: “Righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” 
Righteousness and truth are surely sweeping the earth at this time like a flood, with the great army of elders and sisters preaching the Gospel and with the establishment of the church throughout the earth. The time will come when the waters will recede and the saints will be gathered from all parts of the earth to the City of the New Jerusalem and the surrounding cities (stakes) that will be appointed in the same general area. There the Saints will be blessed to live the full law of God, even the Law of Consecration. 
In this way the saints will be preserved from the major destructions preceding the Second Coming as the Lord also explained to Enoch:  
Moses 7:61: “And the Heavens shall shake, and also the earth; and great tribulations shall be among the children of men, but my people will I preserve.” 
This study is the result of many years of research on Zion. General Conference addresses from the beginning to present have been studied for information and understanding. Church periodicals and books that have touched on the subject have also been studied. 
The conclusion that the author has reached is that the scriptures, especially the Doctrine and Covenants teach in ‘plainness and simplicity’ all that is required in gaining a true understanding of the doctrine pertaining to Zion. As you study this material it is hoped that you will feel the abundance of the manifestations of the Spirit that have been present in its preparation.
As the last days proceed forward faithful members of the church will have an increasing need to put their trust in the creation of the ‘Zion of God’ in its fullness. 
2 Nephi 24:32: “What shall then answer the messengers of the nations? That the Lord hath founded Zion, and the poor of his people shall trust in it.” 
What is Zion
Zion is a word that denotes something that is Heavenly, Celestial or of God. It is ‘A bit of Heaven on Earth’, or in other words the bringing of Heavenly ideals to Earth. The name Zion is literally taken from the City where God himself dwells: “These are they who are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the City of the living God, the Heavenly place, the Holiest of all.” D&C 76:66 
Zion used in a general sense in the scriptures means ‘the cause of righteousness’ or ‘the work of God’ as in the following: “For thou shalt devote all thy service in Zion; and in this thou shalt have strength” D&C 24:7 “Now, as you have asked, behold I say unto you, keep my commandments, and seek to bring forth and establish the cause of Zion.” D&C 6:6; 11:6, 12:6, 14:6, 21:7-8, 24:7, 30:11.
Zion is also an ancient Hebrew word meaning a place of refuge or sanctuary and is used in scripture to describe both the Old and the New Jerusalem. It is the name given to the Holy City built by Enoch which was taken into Heaven: “Enoch built a city that was called The City of Holiness, even Zion” Moses 7:19
In this generation the Doctrine and Covenants teaches that Zion is the Pure in Heart, in the Divinely Appointed Place, living by the Law of Consecration. All three parts are essential to have Zion in its fullness. 
The Key to understand the concept of Zion is to know that it is a composite term made up of vital component parts each of which is essential to obtain the full meaning thereof. 
The Essential Parts of Zion:
Zion is the Pure in Heart: D&C 97:21: “Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion 
rejoice, for this is Zion – The Pure in Heart; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn.” 
Zion is a Distinct Place: D&C 97:19-20: “And the nations of the Earth shall honour her, and shall say: ‘Surely Zion is the City of our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there; and he hath sworn by the power of his might to be her salvation and her high tower.’”  

Zion requires the Celestial Law of Consecration: D&C 105:5: “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.”  (This refers to The Law of Consecration.) 

(See also D&C 105:4, 29, 32, 34 and D&C 58:19, 82:15, 97:25, 119:1, 3, 5, and 6, D&C 78:4-8)
Hugh Nibley a great advocate of Zion stated: 
Zion is any community in which the Celestial Order prevails.

Zion is the pure in heart, 

But Zion is also a real city or any number of real cities.

(See BYU lecture series 1971/2 ‘Our glory or our condemnation’)
Zion is therefore a composite term comprised of several vital integral parts each of which is essential to have a complete Zion. To emphasize in writings or statements one part of Zion, whilst neglecting the other aspects, is clearly taking the meaning of the word Zion out of context and is therefore misleading. This can cause an imbalance in understanding the full meaning of the word which in turn can lead to erroneous doctrine. It is only partly true to say for example that “Zion is the pure in heart”
Members of the Church need to be aware of all the essential component parts that are required to build the complete Zion as taught clearly in the Doctrine and Covenants.

Joseph Fielding Smith said: 
“It is wrong to take one passage of scripture and isolate it from all other teachings dealing with the same subject. We should bring together all that has been said by authority on the question. If we were to make a photograph, it would be necessary for all your rays of light to be properly focused on the subject. If this were not done, then a blurred picture would be the result. This is the case when we try to obtain a mental picture when we have only a portion of the facts dealing with the subject we are considering.” D.O.S 2:95-96.
Composite Terms in Scripture
Note: Another example of a composite term is salvation which is comprised of vital parts like faith, repentance, baptism, and receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost. Each part is essential to obtain the full blessing of salvation. However sometimes in scripture one part of this composite term is used as if referring to the whole such as: “And he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned” D&C 68:9. If this scripture is taken in isolation a misunderstanding could be obtained that all that is required for salvation is belief and baptism. It is apparent however, from other verses of scripture, that repentance, and receiving the Gift of the Holy Ghost, are also essential components of salvation.
The Relationship of Zion the Pure in Heart to Zion the Appointed Place
Becoming the ‘pure in heart’ is an essential quality, required of those who would inherit the future Zion. (See “Becoming the pure in heart” by President Kimball Ensign March 1985) 
The relationship between Zion the place and Zion the pure in heart is captured figuratively in the following scripture: 
D&C 101:17-18: “Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion.”  See D&C 101:41; D&C: 103:35

In this scripture Zion the place is the ‘mother’, who is separated from ‘her children’ who are Zion the pure in heart. The children are waiting to return to their mother who is longing for their return. Isaiah referred to this relationship of mother and children throughout his prophecies. Speaking on behalf of the place of Zion Isaiah states:
Isaiah 60:4: “Lift up thine eyes round about, and see; all they gather themselves together, they come to thee; thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side” 
(See also Isaiah 49:14, 17-23; 1 Nephi 21:14-25; and Isaiah 66:7-9)
When both the place of Zion (mother) and the pure in heart (Children of Zion) unite, under the Celestial Law of God (Law of Consecration) then Zion in all its completeness, power and glory is established.
It is then that Zion will become a “land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God”; (D&C 45:66) and as Isaiah states “A Crown of Glory in the hand of the Lord and a Royal Diadem in the hand of thy God” Isaiah 62:3
By far the most oft quoted scripture on the concept of Zion in the church today is D&C 97:21 which states that Zion is the ‘pure in heart’. This verse should be examined in the context of the whole revelation which according to the section heading deals particularly “with the affairs of the saints in Zion, Jackson County, Missouri in response to the Prophet’s inquiry of the Lord for information.”
By examining other verses a fuller meaning of Zion is obtained
D&C 97:10: “Verily I say unto you that it is my will that a house should be built unto me in the Land of Zion, like unto the pattern which I have given you.”

D&C 97:11-17 explain other aspects involved in the building of the House of God in Zion.

D&C 97:18-20 then explains that if Zion (used in composite form of place and people) obeys she will prosper: “And now, behold, if Zion do these things she shall prosper, and spread herself and become very glorious, very great, and very terrible. And the nations of the earth shall honour her, and shall say: Surely Zion is The City of our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there; and he hath sworn by the power of His might to be her salvation and her high tower.” 

Two explanations of the integral parts of Zion are then given:
D&C 97:19: “Surely Zion is the City of our God.”
D&C 97:21: “For this is Zion the Pure in Heart.”

Becoming the pure in heart is essential in the preparation to redeem Zion ‘the City of our God’. The Lord has stated that His purpose is to “raise up unto myself a pure people that will serve me in righteousness,” (D&C 100:16)
The Celestial Law of Zion-the Law of Consecration
See additional studies in the folder Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
It is fundamental to understand that for the establishment, expansion and glory of Zion the Law of Consecration under the United Order is required. When the scriptures, especially the Doctrine and Covenants speak of Zion in its fullness, it is inclusive of the Law of Consecration in the United Order. The following scriptures for example are referring to a Zion that includes the United Order: D&C 133:4, 9, 12, 20-21, 24, 32; D&C 115:6; D&C 64:41-42; D&C 84:14; D&C 45:67-71 
Hugh Nibley stated: “The best news-indeed the only wholly good news that can come to the inhabitants of this wicked earth –is the bringing again of Zion to bless the earth with the only order of society acceptable to God and unreservedly beneficial to man. Zion is any society in which the Celestial Law is operative.” Ensign June 1977 page 82

One of the main purposes of Zion is to enable the saints to live the United Order and thereby receive the multiplicity of blessings associated therewith. (See D&C 104:2; D&C 70:14) 
Equality which is a Celestial Law of God can only be accomplished through the observance of the Law of Consecration as administered by a United Order created for that purpose. 
(See D&C 38:24-27; 51:2-3, 9, 15; 70:14: 82:17-19; 104:14-18)  

Observance of the Law of Consecration to bring about equality and unity will be required of all Latter-day Saints in order to receive an inheritance in Zion. 

It is also important to realize that there can be no Zion without the Law of Consecration administered under the United Order as the following scriptures testify: 
D&C 105:4-5: “And are not united according to the union required by the law of the Celestial Kingdom; and Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.” (See D&C 104)
D&C 105:29: “For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the Laws of Consecration which I have given.” 
President Wilford Woodruff stated that Zion cannot be built up without the Law of Consecration:
“For Zion can only be built up by the Law the God revealed for that purpose which is the Law of Consecration-not the law of tithing.”
He further said: “Jesus will never receive the Zion of God unless its people are united according to Celestial Law, for all who go into the presence of God; have to go there by this Law.” (Journal of Discourses vol. 17 pages 250).
The Lord has also stated unequivocally that the Law of Consecration will only be lived, after the Redemption of Zion.
D&C 105:34: “And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and Her law, be executed and fulfilled, after her Redemption.” 

In interpretation of the above scripture Elder Marion G. Romney stated:
“Further implementation of the order must therefore await the Redemption of Zion. Here Zion means Jackson County, Missouri.” April 1966 General Conference
So, there would not be any misunderstanding, President J Reuben Clark Jr. defined the phrase “Redemption of Zion” as follows:

“In the meaning in which the Lord was using the term Zion, the Redemption means the reestablishment of the people in Missouri. This has not yet been accomplished’. 
Church News 15 Sep 1945 page 9-Institute Manual 1981 page 427 
In seminary material on The Law of Consecration and Stewardship ref HC 69-2-3-R1 it states: 
“There have been four general periods throughout the history of the world when the Lord has set about to establish Zion by revealing the Celestial law of Consecration and Stewardship.” 
The four periods are then detailed: -The Zion of Enoch’s Time; Zion in the New Testament; Zion among the Book of Mormon people; and Zion in the Last Days….. As part of the Lord’s great plan for the reestablishment of His Kingdom, He revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith the Law of Zion; the Law of Consecration and Stewardship is part of this law.”
From the above quoted scriptures and quotations, it is evident that there can be no complete Zion as the term is used in the Doctrine and Covenants, without the Law of Consecration. The introduction of this law must wait for the Redemption of Zion in Missouri.
The Appointed Place of the City of Zion or New Jerusalem

The word Zion has various scriptural geographical connotations such as the Old Jerusalem and its Mount. For this study however Zion is being referred to as the City of the New Jerusalem, and her stakes to be built in Jackson County, Missouri, spreading from the centre outwards to the surrounding areas. 
Alvin R. Dyer, who was a counsellor to the First Presidency, had a specific interest in Zion, the City of the New Jerusalem. He accompanied President David O McKay and President Joseph Fielding Smith when they toured the consecrated land of Missouri in 1966. His book “The Refiner’s Fire” gives much detail of the history and future events of this place. 
Elder Dyer states: “Here in the sacred areas of Jackson, Caldwell, and Daviess counties, the Cities of Zion with their Temples will rise as will many other Cities of Zion. All will follow in their proper time, after the City of Zion (New Jerusalem) is established in the “centre place” at Independence, Missouri. ‘Refiner’s Fire’ By Alvin R Dyer page 3.
“It is of compelling interest to realize that more than fifty revelations were given to the Prophet Joseph Smith over a period of eleven years from 1830 to 1841, which pertain to the Redemption of Zion, and the building of the City of the New Jerusalem. While generally Zion has many meanings and applications, the revelations concerning Zion given to the Prophet principally concern the centre place of Zion in Jackson County, Missouri, and the surrounding Counties.” Ibid P 333

Names given to the Land of Zion
The Land of Zion in Jackson County, Missouri and surroundings areas is referred to by the Lord in various connotations in the Doctrine and Covenants. The most important of these is that of the “Holy Land” the same as for the Jerusalem of Old: 
D&C 84:59: “For shall the children of the kingdom pollute My Holy Land? Verily, I say unto you, nay.” 
D&C 87:6, 8: “And thus, with the sword and by bloodshed the inhabitants of the earth shall mourn; and with famine, and plague, and earthquake, and the thunder of heaven, and the fierce and vivid lightning also, shall the inhabitants of the earth be made to feel the wrath, and indignation, and chastening hand of an Almighty God, until the consumption decreed hath made a full end of all nations…..Wherefore, stand ye in holy places, and be not moved, until the day of the Lord come; for behold, it cometh quickly, saith the Lord. Amen.”
D&C 115:7 “Let the city, Far West, be a Holy and Consecrated land unto me; and it shall be called Most Holy for the ground upon which thou standest is Holy.” 
D&C 101:22-23: “Behold, it is my will, that all they who call on my name, and worship me according to mine everlasting gospel, should gather together, and stand in holy places and prepare for the revelation, which is to come, when the veil of the covering of my temple, in my tabernacle, which hideth the earth, shall be taken off, and all flesh shall see me together.”

D&C 101:64: “That the work of the gathering together of my saints may continue, that I may build them up unto my name upon holy places; for the time of harvest is come, and my word must needs be fulfilled.”

Further examples of Names given to the Land of Zion 
“The Appointed Place” see D&C 57:1; D&C 101:20-21; D&C 109:39
“The Consecrated Land” See D&C 52:2; D&C 57:1, D&C 103:35; D&C 105:15; D&C 115:7
“The City of our God” See D&C 97:19
“The Goodly land” See D&C 103:20
“A Spot of Land, Very Choice” D&C 101:44
“Holy Place” D&C 101:64, D&C 87:8; D&C 45:32; D&C 115:7
“The New Jerusalem, a Land of Peace, a City of Refuge, a Place of Safety” D&C 45:66

“The Land of your Inheritance” D&C 38:20; D&C 52:42 plus many references

“A Land of Promise” D&C 57:2
“The Lands of the Heritage of God” D&C 58:17
“A Land flowing with Milk and Honey” D&C 38:18
The New Jerusalem to be Built in the Land of America

The Saviour taught the Nephites that the New Jerusalem would be built in the land of America by their descendents and the righteous Gentiles who would assist them: 
3 Nephi 20:22: “And behold this people will I establish in this land, unto the fulfilling of the covenant which I made with your father Jacob; and it shall be a New Jerusalem. And the powers of Heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you.”
3 Nephi 21:22-25: “But if they (the Gentiles) will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will establish my church among them, and they shall come in unto the covenant and be numbered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance; and they assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the house of Israel as shall come, that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem. And then shall the power of Heaven come down among them; and I also will be in the midst. See Moses 7:62
The following is recorded by the Prophet Ether:
Ether 13:6-8: “And that a New Jerusalem should be built up upon this land, unto the remnant of the seed of Joseph, for which things there has been a type. For as Joseph brought his father down into the land of Egypt, even so he died there; wherefore, the Lord brought a remnant of the seed of Joseph out of the land of Jerusalem, that he might be merciful unto the seed of Joseph that they should perish not, even as he was merciful unto the father of Joseph that he should perish not. Wherefore, the remnant of the house of Joseph shall be built upon this land; and it shall be a land of their inheritance; and they shall build up a Holy City unto the Lord, like unto the Jerusalem of old; and they shall no more be confounded, until the end come when the earth shall pass away. 
The Exact Location of the New Jerusalem was Revealed to the Prophet Joseph
In this dispensation, at a conference of the church in Fayette, New York on the second January 1831, the Lord set forth His desire to give the saints their inheritances in the Land of Promise and thereby fulfil the “covenant which I made with your father Jacob”. (See 3 Nephi 20:22 above) 

D&C 38:18-20: “And I hold forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a Land of Promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse when the lord cometh; and I will give it unto you for the land of your inheritances, if you seek it with all your hearts. And this shall be my covenant with you, ye shall have it for the land of your inheritance, and for the inheritance of your children forever, while the earth shall stand, and ye shall possess it again in eternity, no more to pass away.” 

The exact location of this Land of Promise, in which the New Jerusalem would be located, was revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith by revelation over a period of time. At Kirtland, Ohio in February 1831 the Lord taught Joseph: 
D&C 42:61-62: “If thou shalt ask, thou shalt receive revelation upon revelation, knowledge upon knowledge…Thou shalt ask, and it shall be revealed unto you in mine own due time where the New Jerusalem shall be built.”

A few months earlier the Lord had stated: 
D&C 28:9: “That it is not revealed, and no man knoweth where the city Zion shall be built, but it shall be given hereafter, Behold, I say unto you that it shall be on the borders by the Lamanites.”.

Then in June 1831 at a conference in Kirtland the Lord declared that the next conference was to be held in Missouri which was to be the consecrated land: 
D&C 52:2: “I the Lord will make known unto you what I will that ye shall do from this time until the next conference, which shall be in Missouri, upon the land which I will consecrate unto my people, which are a remnant of Jacob, and those who are heirs according to the covenant”. 
D&C 52:42: “And thus, even as I have said, if ye are faithful ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies.” 
Upon arrival at Jackson County, Missouri, in July 1831 the Prophet inquired of the Lord: 
“When will Zion be built up in her glory, and where will thy Temple stand unto which all nations shall come in the last days?” Section Heading to D&C 57
Subsequently he received the following revelation detailing the exact location of the City of Zion: 
D&C 57:1-5: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, who have assembled yourselves together, according to my commandments, in this land, which is the land of Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of the saints. Wherefore, this is the Land of Promise, and the place for the City of Zion. And thus saith the Lord your God, if you will receive wisdom here is wisdom. Behold, the place which is now called Independence is the centre place; and a spot for the Temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not far from the courthouse. Wherefore it is wisdom that the land should be purchased by the saints… that they may obtain it for an everlasting inheritance”
The Lord further indicated in a revelation in September 1832 that the building of the New Jerusalem would commence with the majestic Temple complex: 
D&C 84:2-4: “Yea, the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for the restoration of His people, as He has spoken by the mouth of His prophets, and for the gathering of His Saints to stand upon Mount Zion, which shall be the City of New Jerusalem, which city shall be built, beginning at the Temple lot, which is appointed by the finger of the Lord in the Western boundaries of the State of Missouri, and dedicated by the hand of Joseph smith, Jun.…Verily this is the word of the Lord, that the City New Jerusalem shall be built by the gathering of the saints, beginning at this place even the place of the Temple, which Temple shall be reared in this generation.” 

On the 3rd of August 1831, the Temple site was dedicated by the Prophet Joseph Smith.

(See D.H.C. vol. 1 p.199)
The church in its infancy had insufficient strength to establish Zion at that time. For a detailed historical narrative of the events that took place including the expulsion of the saints from Missouri the book ‘Refiner’s Fire by Alvin R. Dyer’ is recommended.
Missouri remains the designated place for Zion
The Lord reaffirmed however that Missouri would remain the designated place: 

D&C 101:16-20: “Therefore, let your hearts be comforted concerning Zion; for all flesh is in mine hands; be still and know that I am God. Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion—And behold, there is none other place appointed than that which I have appointed; neither shall there be any other place appointed than that which I have appointed, for the work of the gathering of my Saints.” 
D&C 64:30-32: “And he hath set you to provide for his saints in these last days, that they may obtain an inheritance in the land of Zion. And behold, I, the Lord, declare unto you, and my words are sure and shall not fail, that they shall obtain it. But all things must come to pass in their time.”
The Blessing of the Redemption of Zion will come after much Tribulation

The Lord revealed that the Redemption of Zion would come after years of testing and struggle:
D&C 103:11-13: “But verily I say unto you, I have decreed that your brethren which have been scattered shall return to the lands of their inheritances, and shall build up the waste places of Zion.  For after much tribulation, as I have said unto you in a former commandment, cometh the blessing. Behold, this is the blessing which I have promised after your tribulations, and the tribulations of your brethren-your redemption, and the redemption of your brethren, even their restoration to the Land of Zion, to be established, no more to be thrown down.”
D&C 58:3-4: “Ye cannot behold with your natural eyes, for the present time, the design of your God concerning those things which shall come hereafter, and the glory which shall follow after much tribulation. For after much tribulation come the blessings. Wherefore the day cometh that ye shall be crowned with much glory; the hour is not yet but is nigh at hand.

D&C 100:13: “And now I give unto you a word concerning Zion. Zion shall be redeemed, although she is chastened for a little season.” 

D&C 136:31: “My people must be tried in all things, that they may be prepared to receive the glory that I have for them, even the glory of Zion; and he that will not bear chastisement is not worthy of my kingdom.” 

The Church to Wait “for a little season” for the Redemption of Zion 

D&C 105:9: “Therefore, in consequence of the transgressions of my people, it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season for the redemption of Zion—

D&C 105:13-15: “Therefore it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season, for the Redemption of Zion. For behold, I do not require at their hands to fight the battles of Zion; for, as I said in a former commandment, even so will I fulfil—I will fight your battles. Behold, the destroyer I have sent forth to destroy and lay waste mine enemies; and not many years hence they shall not be left to pollute mine heritage, and to blaspheme my name upon the lands which I have consecrated for the gathering together of my saints.”

D&C 105:31-32: “But first let my army become very great, and let it be sanctified before me, that it may become fair as the sun, and clear as the moon, and that her banners may be terrible unto all nations; that the kingdoms of this world may be constrained to acknowledge that the Kingdom of Zion is in very deed the Kingdom of our God and His Christ; therefore, let us become subject unto her laws.” 
It is now many years since the dedication of the temple site. To those who may be sceptical concerning the eventual Redemption of Zion Elder Joseph Fielding Smith said: 
“Nearly 100 (now over 170) have passed since the site of Zion was dedicated and the spot for the temple was chosen, and some of the members of the church seem to be fearful lest the word of the Lord shall fail. Others have tried to convince themselves that the original plan has been changed and that the Lord does not require at our hands this mighty work, which has been predicted by the prophets of ancient times. We have not been released from this responsibility, nor shall we be. The word of the Lord will not fail.” Doctrines of Salvation Vol. 3:78-79 
Laying the Foundation for the Future

Even before the expulsion of the saints from Missouri the Lord had made known that the actual purpose of their endeavours in trying to establish Zion was to lay the foundation for the future. The Lord explained they were laying the foundation in the following words.
D&C 58:3-7, 13: “Ye cannot behold with your natural eyes, for the present time, the design of your God concerning those things which shall come hereafter, and the glory which shall follow after much tribulation. For after much tribulation come the blessings. Wherefore the day cometh that ye shall be crowned with much glory; the hour is not yet but is nigh at hand. Remember this, which I tell you before, that you may lay it to heart, and receive that which is to follow. Behold, verily I say unto, for this cause I have sent you-that you might be obedient, and that your hearts might be prepared to bear testimony of the things which are to come; and also that you might be honoured in laying the foundation, and in bearing record of the land upon which the Zion of God shall stand. And that the testimony might go forth from Zion, yea, from the mouth of the city of the heritage of God”

D&C 64:30-33: “And he hath set you to provide for his saints in these last days, that they may obtain an inheritance in the land of Zion. And behold, I, the Lord, declare unto you, and my words are sure and shall not fail, that they shall obtain it. But all things must come to pass in their time. Wherefore, be not weary in well-doing, for ye are laying the foundation of a great work. And out of small things proceedeth that which is great.” 
The tenth Article of Faith which states: “that Zion (the New Jerusalem) will be built upon the American continent” will yet find its fulfilment.
Zion not yet found upon the Earth
Since all the integral parts of Zion are not yet in place it can be concluded that Zion in its complete sense is not yet found anywhere upon the earth. Roy Doxey in the Ensign stated:
“The context in which the modern revelations reveal information about Zion is the establishment of a centre place in Jackson County, Missouri…...Zion, as envisioned by the prophets, is not here now; but as the Kingdom of God, through the church, spreads out and brings people with a Zion potential into its fold, Zion in its fullness, will come in the due time of the Lord. Preparation continues for that blessed day, when the elect will be prepared for the Saviour’s return to usher in His Millennial reign. The day will come when the leaders of the church will call the faithful devoted members to build the New Jerusalem: but the call will come only when the revelation is received by the Prophet.” See “Zion’s welfare is my portion” by Roy Doxey Ensign Feb 1973 pages 55-57.
When the pure in heart inhabit their rightful appointed place, under the Celestial law of God, then Zion in its fullness is established. The bringing together of these three essential parts constitutes Zion.
The Characteristics of a Zion Society

The essential distinctive features of a Zion society are the same in any age. Much can be learnt from the past when Zion has been established upon the earth of what characteristics make up such a society. Some of the Underlying principles upon which a Zion is built are:  Equality, Unity, Righteousness, Safety and Refuge, Glory, Power, the Presence of the Lord, Beauty and Joy.
Zion will be a Place of Equality

Zion is a place of equality based on the principle that “all are alike unto God”. (2 Nephi 26:33) All are expected to ‘esteem his brother as himself’ and ‘be alike among this people”. (D&C 38:24-25) God is ‘no respecter of persons’ (D&C 38:16) and gave the following parable as an illustration of the need for equality amongst the Saints: 

D&C 38:26-27: “For what man among you having twelve sons, and is no respecter of them, and they serve him obediently, and he saith unto the one: Be thou clothed in robes and sit thou here; and to the other: Be thou clothed in rags and sit thou there-and looketh upon his sons and saith I am just? Behold, this I have given unto you as a parable, and it is even as I am. I say unto you, be one; and if ye are not one ye are not mine.” see Mosiah 23:7; 4 Nephi 25-26. 
Equal opportunity and resources will be available to all in Zion with no rich or poor. The Celestial Order known as the United Order is the economic system that will function. 
The Law of Equality has been established in previous dispensations.  
All Things Common

Acts 4:32, 44-45: “…Neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own, but they had all things common….and all that believed were together, and had all things common; and sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.” 

4 Nephi: 3: “And they had all things common among them; therefore, there were not rich and poor, bond and free, but they were all made free, and partakers of the Heavenly Gift.”
Jacob 2:17: “Think of your brethren like unto yourselves and be familiar with all and free with your substance, that they may be rich like unto you.”
Alma 16:16: “And there was no inequality among them; the Lord did pour out his Spirit on all the face of the land to prepare the minds of the children of men, or to prepare their hearts to receive the word which should be taught among them at the time of his coming—“
3 Nephi 26:19-20: “And they taught and did minister one to another; and they had all things common among them, every man dealing justly, one with another. And it came to pass that they did all things even as Jesus had commanded them” 

Moses 7:18: “And the Lord called his people Zion…. and there was no poor among them. 

In this dispensation, the New and Everlasting Covenant of the United Order has been revealed in its fullness with the principle of Equality enshrined therein: 
The Principle of Equality

D&C 51:3: “… Appoint unto this people their portions, every man equal according to his family, according to his circumstances and his wants and needs.” 
D&C 51:9: “And let every man deal honestly, and be alike among this people, and receive alike, that ye may be one, even as I have commanded you.” 
D&C 70:14: “Nevertheless, in your temporal things you shall be equal and this not grudgingly, otherwise the abundance of the manifestations of the Spirit shall be withheld.” 

D&C 78:5-6: “That you may be equal in the bonds of Heavenly things, yea, and earthly things also, for the obtaining of Heavenly things. For if ye are not equal in earthly things ye cannot be equal in obtaining Heavenly things.”
D&C 82:17: “And you are to be equal, or in other words, you are to have equal claims of managing the concerns of your stewardships, every man according to his wants and his needs, inasmuch as his wants are just”. 
D&C 49:20: “But it is not given that one man should possess that which is above another, wherefore the world lieth in sin” 

The Lord explains His Way for Achieving this Equality 
D&C 104:15-18: “And it is my purpose to provide for my saints, for all things are mine. But it must needs be done in mine own way; and behold this is the way that I, the Lord, have decreed to provide for my saints, that the poor shall be exalted, in that the rich are made low. For the earth is full, and there is enough to spare, yea, I prepared all things, and have given unto the children of men to be agents unto themselves. Therefore, if any man shall take of the abundance which I have made, and impart not his portion, according to the Law of the Gospel, unto the poor and the needy, he shall, with the wicked, lift up his eyes in hell, being in torment.”. 
The law of the Gospel referred to in the above scripture is the Law of Consecration: 
D&C 42:30: “And behold, thou wilt consecrate of thy properties for their support that which thou hast to impart unto them, with a covenant and a deed which cannot be broken” 

D&C 42:39: “For it shall come to pass, that which I spake by the mouths of my prophets shall be fulfilled; for I will consecrate of the riches of those who embrace my gospel among the Gentiles unto the poor of my people who are of the house of Israel.” See D&C 56:16-17; 84:112; 38:16
The fundamental purpose of the United Order is explained in this scripture: 
D&C 82:18-19: “And all this for the benefit of the church of the living God, that every man may improve upon his talent, that every man may gain other talents, yea, even an hundred fold, to be cast into the Lord’s storehouse, to become the common property of the whole church-every man seeking the interest of his neighbour, and doing all things with an eye single to the glory of God.” 
All this is based on the Heavenly Order, where God Himself is willing to share all that He has with His people, thereby making them equal in opportunity with Him. See D&C 76:95; 88:107; 84:37-38 
Zion will be a Place of Unity

The great blessing of unity was experienced by the people in the time of Enoch: 
Moses 7:18: “And the Lord called his people Zion, because they were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them.” 
The Nephites were similarly blessed: 
4 Nephi 2-3: “…. The people were all converted unto the Lord, upon all the face of the land, both Nephites and Lamanites, and there were no contentions and disputations among them, and every man did deal justly one with another. And they had all things common among them; therefore, there were not rich and poor bond and free but they were all made free and partakers of the heavenly gift” 
Such unity is brought about by the righteousness of the people:
4 Nephi: 15-17: “There was no contention in the land, because of the love of God which did dwell in the hearts of the people. And there were no envying’s, nor strife’s, nor tumults, nor whoredoms, nor lyings, nor murders, nor any manner of lasciviousness; and surely there could not be a happier people among all the people who had been created by the hand of God….neither were there…any manner of ites, but they were in one, the children of Christ, and heirs to the Kingdom of God.” 
The saints at Jerusalem briefly experienced this unity: 
Acts 4:32: “…And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul” 
In this dispensation the Lord explained how unity through the United Order is to be accomplished. The Lord states that unity is  essential to become the Lord’s people

D&C 38:26-27: “For what man among you having twelve sons, and is no respecter of them, and they serve him obediently, and he saith unto the one: Be thou clothed in robes and sit thou here; and to the other: Be thou clothed in rags and sit thou there-and looketh upon his sons and saith I am just? Behold, this I have given unto you as a parable, and it is even as I am. I say unto you, be one; and if ye are not one ye are not mine.”

If members of the Church are not striving to be one in their economic circumstances, they cannot claim to be the special people of God. In this respect it is vital that members adopt the policy of making sure that their fellow saints have the same temporal blessings that they themselves enjoy. This is based on the fundamental Gospel Law “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them” (Matthew 7:12)

Zion can only be built by the principles of the Celestial Kingdom of which unity is a key element. There has to be a oneness of purpose, effort, and belief, all with the same objectives in mind. The early saints lacking maturity in living gospel principles failed to achieve this unity: 
D&C 105:3-5: “But are full of all manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance, as becometh saints, to the poor and afflicted among them, and are not united according to the union required by the law of the Celestial Kingdom; And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.” 

The government of a Zion society is the Priesthood of God, and all the inhabitants thereof are bound by the Law of God. As a result, the people of Zion can reach the blessed condition where there are “no envyings, nor strifes, nor tumults, nor whoredoms, nor lyings, nor murders, nor any manner of lasciviousness.” 4 Nephi: 16  
Zion will be a Place of Righteousness

It was said of the saints in Enoch’s day that they “dwelt in righteousness” and “Enoch continued his preaching in righteousness unto the people of God. And it came to pass in his days, that he built a city that was called The City of Holiness, even Zion.” Moses 7:18-19
The Nephites in Zion “were all converted unto the Lord upon all the face of the land” (4 Nephi: 2) and “did walk after the commandments which they had received from their Lord and their God.” (4 Nephi 4:12). They were ‘blessed and prospered’ for over two hundred years, until wickedness, in the form of pride and inequality crept in. See also 4 Nephi: 24-26
The Saints in Jerusalem “continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship” (Acts 2: 42), until the church was driven ‘into the wilderness’. See D&C 86:2-3
Isaiah saw in prophesy the Zion of the final dispensation: 
Isaiah 1: 26-27: “And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning; afterward thou shalt be called, the City of Righteousness, the Faithful City. Zion shall be redeemed with judgment and her converts with righteousness.” 
Joseph Smith on arriving in Jackson County Missouri described Zion in these terms: 
“He manifested Himself unto us, and designated to me and others, the very spot upon which He designed to commence the work of the gathering, and the upbuilding of an Holy City, which should be called Zion. Zion, because it is a place of righteousness, and all who build thereon are to worship the true and living God, and all believe in one doctrine, even the doctrine of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” DHC Vol. 2 p 254
Only the righteous that are pure in heart will be gathered out of Babylon to Zion:  
D&C 45:71: “And it shall come to pass that the righteous shall be gathered out from among all nations, and shall come to Zion, singing with songs of everlasting joy” 
D&C 101:18: “They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build the waste places of Zion” 
D&C 100:16: “For I will raise up unto myself a pure people that will serve me in righteousness” 
The Judgements of God will fall upon Zion if Law Transgressed 
D&C 84:58: “That they may bring forth fruit meet for their Father’s kingdom; otherwise there remaineth a scourge and judgment to be poured out upon the children of Zion.”

D&C 97:26: “But if she (Zion) observe not to do whatsoever I have commanded her, I will visit her according to all her works, with sore affliction, with pestilence, with plague, with sword, with vengeance, with devouring fire” 
D&C 101:2: “I, the Lord, have suffered the affliction to come upon them, wherewith they have been afflicted, in consequence of their transgressions” 

D&C 101:41: “Behold, here is wisdom concerning the children of Zion, even many, but not all; they were found transgressors; therefore they must needs be chastened” 

D&C 103:4: “And that those who call themselves after my name might be chastened for a little season with a sore and grievous chastisement, because they did not hearken altogether unto the precepts and commandments which I gave unto them.”
D&C 103:14: “Nevertheless, if they pollute their inheritances they shall be thrown down; for I will not spare them if they pollute their inheritances” 
D&C 105:6: “And my people must needs be chastened until they learn obedience, if it must needs be, by the things which they suffer” 

For Zion to remain a land of righteousness the Law of God will need to be kept. 
D&C 58:19: “For verily I say unto you, my Law shall be kept on this land”                                                                                                                                              
D&C 51:2: “For it must needs be that they be organised according to my laws; if otherwise, they will be cut off.” 
Some Laws of God have been made particularly applicable to Zion, and to maintain righteousness will need to be strictly adhered to. See Doctrine and Covenants sections 42, 59, 68, 78, 104           

Zion will be a Place of Peace, Safety and Refuge

The Lord asks the following questions of His people:
D&C: 124:10: “For the day of my visitation cometh speedily, in an hour when ye think not of; and where shall be the safety of my people, and refuge for those who shall be left of them? 
D&C 97:22: “For behold, and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and who shall escape it? 

The answer is clearly given in the scriptures. Zion alone will offer safety and refuge from the destructions that will abound in a world of wickedness in the last days. 
D&C 97:25 “Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do all things whatsoever, I have commanded her.”
It was so in Enoch’s day: 
Moses 7:16-20: “And from that time forth there were wars and bloodshed among them (the nations); but the Lord came and dwelt with his people,” … ‘Enoch talked with the Lord; and he said unto the Lord: ‘Surely Zion shall dwell in safety forever.’ But the Lord said unto Enoch: ‘Zion have I blessed, but the residue of the people have I cursed.’” 

The Lord also taught Enoch how His people would be preserved in safety in the last days by providing a place of refuge, prior to the Second Coming: 
Moses 7:61-62: “And great tribulations shall be among the children of men, but my people will I preserve… And righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” 

The Lord reiterated the same message through the Prophet Joseph Smith that Zion would be the only place of safety for the saints of God: 
D&C 45:65-69: “…Gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you. And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…. And it shall come to pass among the wicked; that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for Safety. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under Heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” 

D&C 29:8: “Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of this land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked” 

D&C 101:11-13, 16-17: “Mine indignation is soon to be poured out without measure upon all nations; and this will I do when the cup of their iniquity is full. And in that day all who are found upon the watchtower, or in other words, all mine Israel, shall be saved. And they that have been scattered shall be gathered…therefore, let your hearts be comforted concerning Zion…Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered.
D&C 63:32-37: “I the Lord am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; and the saints shall hardly escape… Wherefore, seeing that I the Lord have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion…and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.” see also D&C 97:22-26 
When Zion is finally built up the prophecies of Isaiah will finally be fulfilled: 
Isaiah 60:18: “Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise.” 
Isaiah 54:13-14: “And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy children. In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear, and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.”
Zion will Experience the Glory of the Lord
The Glory of God will be present in Zion and this will produce a feeling of fear amongst the nations of the earth. In the account of  Zion in Enoch’s time it states: 
Moses 7:17: “The fear of the Lord was upon all nations, so great was the Glory of the Lord, which was upon His people”

Isaiah prophesied of the Glory of the Lord that will be upon the Saints in their future Zion: 
Isaiah 60:1-2: “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the Glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness (wickedness) shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and His Glory shall be seen upon thee.” 
Isaiah 60:13-15: “The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will make the place of my feet glorious. The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; and all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee-The city of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that no man went through thee, I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations.”
D&C 45:67, 70: “And the Glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion………And it shall be said among the wicked: Let us not go up to battle against Zion, for the inhabitants of Zion are terrible; wherefore we cannot stand” see also D&C 124:6, 9, 11, 60
D&C 97:18-19: “And, now behold if Zion do these things (see v 10) she shall prosper, and spread herself and become very glorious, very great, and very terrible. And the nations of the earth shall honour her and shall say: Surely Zion is the City of our God. And surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there.” 
D&C 64:41, 43: “For, behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish, and the Glory of the Lord shall be upon her…and the day shall come when the nations of the earth shall tremble because of her, and shall fear because of her terrible ones.”
Isaiah 4:5: “And the Lord will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence.”

President John Taylor was given a vision concerning the foundations of the New Jerusalem. He saw a pillar of a cloud hovering over the city as twelve men consecrated the cornerstones:

“I saw myriads of angels hovering over them and around them and also an immense pillar of a cloud hover over them……...And I saw some come who wore their temple robes to help build the Temple and the city and all the time I saw the great pillar of cloud hovering over the place.” Wilford Woodruff journals June 15, 1878, church historian’s office
This Glory will be particularly evident at the Temple in the New Jerusalem: 
D&C 84:5: “Verily this is the word of the Lord that the City New Jerusalem shall be built by the gathering of the saints, beginning at this place, even the place of the Temple, which Temple shall be reared in this generation. For this generation shall not all pass away until an House shall be built unto the Lord and a cloud shall rest upon it, which cloud shall be even the Glory of the Lord, which shall fill the House.” 
D&C 97:15-16: “And inasmuch as my people build a house unto me in the name of the Lord, and do not suffer any unclean thing to come into it, that it be not defiled, my glory shall rest upon it;

Yea, and my presence shall be there, for I will come into it, and all the pure in heart that shall come into it shall see God.”
The Lord will make His Presence Known in Zion
The Lord as the “King of Zion” (Moses 7:53) will makes His presence known there. The psalmist recorded in Psalm 133:13: “For the Lord hath chosen Zion; He hath desired it for His habitation.
It was the same in Enoch’s day: 
Moses 7: 69: “Enoch and all his people walked with God, and He dwelt in the midst of Zion….” 

Concerning the future Zion, the Lord has also promised His presence: 
3 Nephi 20:22: “And it shall be a New Jerusalem. And the Powers of Heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you”. 
3 Nephi 21:24-25: “And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem. And then shall the Power of Heaven come down among them; and I also will be in their midst.” 
Even the rest of the nations will recognize the presence of God in Zion: 
D&C 97:19: “And the nations of the earth shall honour her, and shall say: ‘surely Zion is the City of our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there.”
Zion will be a Place of Power

In the redemption and building up of Zion the Power of the Priesthood will be required. Enoch’s preaching was accompanied by great power before the establishment of Zion (See Moses 7:12-19)
The same priesthood power was manifest by Nephi before Zion was established in the early Americas (See 3 Nephi 7:17-22).  This power continued through the Saviour’s ministry and for three generations beyond. (See 3 Nephi chaps 11-28 and 4 Nephi:5.)
In their endeavour to establish Zion at Jerusalem, the Apostles had great power in the priesthood 
Acts 2:43-44: “And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. And all that believed were together and had all things common.” (see Acts chapters 3-5)
It will also require power in the priesthood to redeem Zion in this generation: 
D&C 103:15, 17: “Behold, I say unto you, the Redemption of Zion must needs come by power...for ye are the children of Israel, and of the seed of Abraham, and ye must needs be led out of bondage by power, and with a stretched-out arm.” (See also D&C 113:7-8)
Nephi saw in vision that when it is the time for Zion to be established the power of God would be evident amongst the saints of the church: 
1 Nephi 14:14: “And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld the power of the Lamb of God descended upon the saints of the church of the Lamb, and upon the covenant people of the Lord, who were scattered upon all the face of the earth; and they were armed with righteousness and with the Power of God in great glory”
This power of the priesthood is available to all faithful priesthood holders in the work of the Lord See J.S.T Gen 14: 30-31; D&C 133: 58-59 
Zion will be a Place of Beauty and Joy

Beauty, Joy, and related terms are often used in the description of Zion. The psalmist declared: 
Psalms 50:2: “Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined” 

To the Prophet Joseph, the Lord said:
D&C 82:14: “For Zion must increase in beauty and in holiness…Zion must arise and put on her beautiful garments.” 
Isaiah describes the precious materials that will go into the building of Zion. See Isaiah 54:11-12, Isaiah 60:13, 17
This beauty is enhanced by the natural environment responding to the righteousness of its occupants as the people of Enoch found: 
Moses 7:17: “And the Lord blessed the land, and they were blessed upon the mountains, and upon the high places, and did flourish.” 
A similar response from nature will occur in the modern Zion: 
D&C 59:3: “Yea, blessed are they whose feet stand upon the land of Zion, who have obeyed my gospel; for they shall receive for their reward the good things of the earth, and it shall bring forth in its strength.” 
D&C 59:18: “Yea, all things which come of the earth, in the season thereof, are made for the benefit and the use of man, both to please the eye and to gladden the heart.” (See v15-20)   

Such beauty produces happiness and thanksgiving to those involved. It was said of Zion of ancient America that there could not be a happier people: 
4 Nephi: 16: “And surely there could not be a happier people among all the people who had been created by the hand of God.”
When the future gathering to Zion takes place the saints will “come to Zion, singing with songs of everlasting joy”. D&C 45:71 (See also D&C 66:11)
D&C 101:18: “They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion. 
Isaiah contrasted this joy with the sorrow experienced by the saints amidst Babylon: 
Isaiah 51:11: “Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.” (See Isaiah 51:3, 54:11-14)
On the second Of August 1831 the land of Zion was dedicated for the gathering of the saints, at Colesville twelve miles west of Independence, Missouri. Joseph Smith recorded in his journal: 
“It was a season of joy to those present, and afforded a glimpse of the future, which time will yet unfold to the satisfaction of the faithful.”
The Prophet Joseph recorded in his history a detailed description of the Land of Zion in its natural beauty and then recollected: 
“What the Prophets have said concerning Zion in the last days; how the glory of Lebanon is to come upon her; the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box tree together, to beautify the place of His sanctuary, that He may make the place of His feet glorious. Where for brass, He will bring gold; and for iron, He will bring silver; and for wood, brass; and where the feast of fat things will be given to the just; yea, when the splendour of the Lord is brought to our consideration for the good of His people, the calculations of men and the vain glory of the world vanish, and we exclaim, ‘Out of Zion the perfection of beauty, God hath shined’.” D.H.C. Volume I.  Pages 196-198.extracts
Zion will Flourish and cause Fear to the Nations of the World

D&C 49:25: “Zion shall flourish upon the hills and rejoice upon the mountains and shall be assembled together unto the place which I have appointed.”
D&C 124:6: “For, behold, I am about to call upon them to give heed to the light and glory of Zion for the set time has come to favour her.” 
D&C 64:41-43: “For, behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish…and she shall be an Ensign unto the people, and there shall come unto her out of every nation under heaven. And the day shall come when the nations of the earth shall tremble because of her and shall fear because of her terrible ones. The Lord hath spoken it.” see D&C 115:5-6; D&C 58:13, 64
D&C 97:18-20: “And now, behold, if Zion do these things she shall prosper, and spread herself and become very glorious, very great, and very terrible. And the nations of the earth shall honour her, and shall say: Surely Zion is the city of our God, and surely Zion cannot fail, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there; and He hath sworn by the power of His might to be her salvation and her high tower” 
D&C 105:31-32: “But first let my army become very great, and let it be sanctified before me, that it may become fair as the sun, and clear as the moon, and that her banners may be terrible unto all nations; that the kingdoms of this world may be constrained to acknowledge that the Kingdom of Zion is in very deed the Kingdom of our God and His Christ; therefore, let us become subject unto her laws” See Isaiah 60:3-6, 13

D&C 45:70: “And it shall be said among the wicked; ‘Let us not go up to battle against Zion for the inhabitants of Zion are terrible; wherefore we cannot stand.” 
How Zion will be Established 
In the Doctrine and Covenants the essential elements of how Zion the New Jerusalem will be established are clearly taught. The definition of Zion has been given as “the pure in heart, in the divinely appointed place, living by the law of the Celestial Order.” All three parts will be essential in the building of the modern Zion. For this to occur, the lands need to be purchased in the appointed places, the pure in heart gathered to those lands, and the Law of Consecration under the United Order instituted.
The Prophet Joseph inquired of the Lord as to the procedure in establishing Zion, even before the location of the City of Zion had been revealed. He was given the following essential parts as recorded in Section 48 of the Doctrine and Covenants 
1. “It is necessary that ye should remain for the present time in your places of abode, as it shall be suitable to your circumstances….for it must needs be necessary that they have places to live for the present time.” V1
2. “It must needs be necessary that ye save all the money that ye can, and that ye obtain all that ye can in righteousness, that in time ye may be enabled to purchase land for an inheritance, even the city.” V4 (See also D&C 45:65, 63:40, 46-48.)
3. “There are to be certain men appointed (agents)” V5
4. “And they shall be appointed to purchase the lands, and to make a commencement to lay the foundation of the city” V6
5. “And then shall ye begin to be gathered with your families, every man according to his family, according to his circumstances, and as is appointed to him by the Presidency and the Bishop of the church.” V6 See also D&C 84:2-4; D&C 45:68-71) 
6. “According to the laws and commandments which ye have received and which ye shall hereafter receive even so Amen” V6
A similar process, but in more detail was revealed when the exact location of Zion was given in Section 57 of the Doctrine and Covenants: 
1. Place Identified: “In this land, which is the land of Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of the saints. Wherefore, this is the land of promise, and the place for the City of Zion. And thus, saith the Lord your God, if you will receive wisdom here is wisdom. Behold, the place which is now called Independence is the center place; and a spot for the Temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not far from the courthouse.” V:1-3 

2. Land to be purchased: “Wherefore, it is wisdom that the land should be purchased by the saints, and also every tract lying westward, even unto the line running directly between Jew and Gentile; and also every tract bordering by the prairies, inasmuch as my disciples are enabled to buy lands. Behold, this is wisdom that they may obtain it for an Everlasting Inheritance. V:4-5
3. Agents appointed to buy lands: “And let my servant…… receive moneys, to be an agent unto the church, to buy land in all the regions round about, inasmuch as can be done in righteousness, and as wisdom shall direct.” V6
4. Bishop and his assistants to give Inheritances: “And let my servant …divide unto the saints their inheritance, even as I have commanded; and also those whom he has appointed to assist him.” V7
5. Store established to sell goods and raise money to buy lands for the saints: “…Let my servant…..plant himself in this place, and establish a store, that he may sell goods without fraud, that he may obtain money to buy lands for the good of the saints, and that he may obtain whatsoever things the disciples may need to plant them in their inheritance.” V8
6. Printing Press to be set up “……Let my servant ….be planted in this place, and be established as a printer unto the church. And lo if the world receive his writings--behold here is wisdom--let him obtain whatsoever he can obtain in righteousness, for the good of the saints.” V11-12 (see 13)
7. Those appointed to positions to come to Zion with their families: “And thus let those of whom I have spoken be planted in the land of Zion, as speedily as can be, with their families, to do those things even as I have spoken.” V14
8. The gathering to commence: “And now concerning the gathering--Let the Bishop and the agent make preparations for those families which have been commanded to come to this land, as soon as possible, and plant them in their inheritance.” V15
9. Further Direction to be given as needed: “And unto the residue of both elders and members further directions shall be given hereafter. Even so. Amen.” V16 

The process of building Zion is clearly set forth in the Revelations even to the instruction of  sending skilled workers to assist the Saints: 

D&C 58:49, 51, 54: “And let there be an agent appointed by the voice of the church, unto the church in Ohio, to receive moneys to purchase lands in Zion. And an epistle and subscription, to be presented unto all the churches to obtain moneys, to be put into the hands of the Bishop, of himself or the agent, as seemeth him good or as he shall direct, to purchase lands for an inheritance for the children of God.... . And again, inasmuch as there is land obtained, let there be workmen sent forth of all kinds unto this land, to labour for the saints of God.” 

Purchase of the land

It may not be possible to purchase all the desired lands: 
D&C 57: 5-6: “Inasmuch as my people are enabled to buy lands and..... inasmuch as can be done in righteousness and as wisdom shall direct” 

D&C 105:28: “And to have sent wise men to fulfill that which I have commanded concerning the purchasing of the lands in Jackson County that can be purchased and in the adjoining counties round about” 
Nevertheless, the Lord expects His Saints to purchase all the land that they can, and even hold claim to it, even though they may not be permitted by their enemies to live thereon: 
D&C 101:97-100: “Let not that which I have appointed be polluted by mine enemies, by the consent of those who call themselves after my name. For this is a very sore and grievous sin against me, and against my people, in consequence of those things which I have decreed, and which are soon to befall the nations. Therefore, it is my will that my people should claim, and hold claim upon that which I have appointed unto them, though they should not be permitted to dwell theron.” 
The Lord explains what will be required of all the wards and branches of the Church when Zion is to be established and the time of harvest is come: 
D&C 101:63, 67-74: “Again, verily I say unto you, I will show unto you wisdom in me concerning all the churches, inasmuch as they are willing to be guided in a right and proper way for their salvation. Therefore a commandment I give unto all the churches that they shall continue to gather together unto the places which I have appointed….but let all things be prepared before you, And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things.
Which saith, or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the Land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my saints. All the land which can be purchased in Jackson County, and the counties round about, and leave the residue in mine hand. 
Now verily I say unto you, let all the churches gather together all their moneys; let these things be done in their time, but not in haste; and observe to have all things prepared before you. And let honourable men (agents) be appointed, even wise men, and send them to purchase these lands. And the churches……..when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel, they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion.” 
(See also 105:28-29, 63:27-31; 58:49-53)
Part of the surplus funds accumulated in the storehouse when the Law of Consecration is in operation will be used to purchase additional land to build house of worship etc. 
D&C 42:34-36: “Therefore, the residue shall be kept in my storehouse, to administer to the poor and needy….and for the purpose of purchasing lands for the public benefit of the church, and building houses of worship, and the building up of the New Jerusalem which is hereafter to be revealed-that my covenant people may be gathered in one in that day when I shall come to my Temple.”
Preparations for Zion to be Accomplished in a Time of Peace

It is vital that the preparations to establish Zion are to be accomplished in a time of peace otherwise confusion and turmoil may result if things have to be done in haste: 
D&C 63:24: “And now, behold, this is the will of the Lord your God concerning His saints, that they should assemble themselves together unto the Land of Zion, not in haste, lest there should be confusion, which bringeth pestilence.” 
This concept is taught vividly in the parable of the nobleman and the olive trees. The Saints should not procrastinate in establishing the Tower of Zion because they live in a time of peace:
D&C 101:47-53: “And while they were yet laying the foundation thereof, they began to say among themselves: And what need hath my lord of this tower? And consulted for a long time, saying among themselves: What need hath my lord of this tower, seeing this is a time of peace? Might not this money be given to the exchangers? For there is no need of these things. 
And while they were at variance one with another, they became very slothful, and they hearkened not unto the commandments of their lord. And the enemy came by night and broke down the hedge; and the servants of the nobleman arose and were affrighted, and fled; and the enemy destroyed their works, and broke down the olive trees. 
Now, behold, the nobleman, the lord of the vineyard, called upon his servants, and said unto them, why! What is the cause of this great evil? Ought ye not to have done even as I commanded you, and—after ye had planted the vineyard, and built the hedge round about, and set watchmen upon the walls thereof—built the tower also, and set a watchman upon the tower, and watched for my vineyard, and not have fallen asleep, lest the enemy should come upon you?”
That this parable is referring to the gathering to Zion the New Jerusalem and surrounding areas is clearly taught in this revelation: 

D&C 101:63-64, 67-71: “Again, verily I say unto you, I will show unto you wisdom in me concerning all the churches, inasmuch as they are willing to be guided in a right and proper way for their salvation—That the work of the gathering together of my saints may continue, that I may build them up unto my name upon holy places; for the time of harvest is come, and my word must needs be fulfilled……”
“Therefore, a commandment I give unto all the churches, that they shall continue to gather together unto the places which I have appointed. Nevertheless, as I have said unto you in a former commandment, let not your gathering be in haste, nor by flight; but let all things be prepared before you. And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things—
Which saith, or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my saints; All the land which can be purchased in Jackson county, and the counties round about, and leave the residue in mine hand.”
In this way, the proper preparation is made for the saints, to avoid confusion and turmoil: 
D&C 101:68: “Nevertheless, as I have said unto you in a former commandment let not your gathering be in haste, nor by flight; but let all things be prepared before you”. (D&C 133:15)
Save money, appoint agents, purchase the lands, gather together, and live the Celestial law of Consecration is the way Zion will be established. 
As soon as the land is purchased, and the saints begin to gather they will be expected to live the Law of Consecration under the United Order 
D&C 105:29: “For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the Laws of Consecration which I have given.”
The alternative to this process is also clearly set forth by the Lord and would involve much loss of life with but few receiving an inheritance in Zion: 
D&C 63:29-31: “Wherefore the land of Zion shall not be obtained but by purchase or by blood, otherwise there is none inheritance for you. And if by purchase, behold you are blessed; and if by blood, as you are forbidden to shed blood, lo your enemies are upon you, and ye shall be scourged from city to city, and from synagogue (meetinghouse) to synagogue, and but few shall stand to receive an inheritance.”
D&C 58:52-53: “For behold, verily I say unto you, the Lord willeth that the disciples and the children of men should open their hearts, even to purchase this whole region of country, as soon as time will permit. Behold, here is wisdom. Let them do this lest they receive none inheritance save it be by the shedding of blood. And again, inasmuch as there is land obtained, let there be workmen sent forth of all kinds unto this land, to labour for the saints of God.” 

The Power of the Priesthood will be required in the Redemption of Zion

The power of the Priesthood will be required in the Redemption of Zion: 
D&C 103:15-20: “Behold, I say unto you, the Redemption of Zion must needs come by power; therefore, I will raise up unto my people a man, who shall lead them like as Moses led the children of Israel. For ye are the Children of Israel, and of the seed of Abraham, and ye must needs be led out of bondage by power, and with a stretched-out arm; and as your fathers were led at first, even so shall the Redemption of Zion be. Therefore, let not your hearts faint, for I say not unto you as I said unto your fathers: Mine angel shall go up before you, but not my presence. But I say unto you: Mine angels shall go up before you, and also my presence, and in time ye shall possess the goodly land.” (See Exodus 14:19-22; Deut 4:34; 1 Nephi 14:14)
Joshua recounts how were the fathers ‘Led at the First’? (D&C 103:18)
Joshua 23:9-10: “For the Lord hath driven out from before you great nations and strong: but as for you, no man hath been able to stand before you unto this day. One man of you shall chase a thousand: for the Lord your God, he it is that fighteth for you, as he hath promised you”. 
The Lord has also promised the same power when Zion is established:  
D&C 133:58 “…. And for the Lord’s errand in the day when the weak shall confound the wise and the little one become a strong nation and two shall put their tens of thousands to flight.” 
Even after the lands of Zion are purchased the Power of the Priesthood may be necessary to take possession of them: 

D&C 105:30-31: “And after these lands are purchased, I will hold the armies of Israel guiltless in taking possession of their own lands, which they have previously purchased with their moneys, and of throwing down the towers of mine enemies that may be upon them, and scattering their watchmen, and avenging me of mine enemies unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me. But first let my army become very great, and let it be sanctified before me….” (see also D&C 101:55-58; 103:22-28; 98:13-15, 33-38; 105:14-15)
Such strength and power is the right of the priesthood when necessary.
 D&C 113:7-8: “Questions by Elias Higbee: What is meant by the command in Isaiah, 52d chapter, 1st verse, which saith: Put on thy strength, O Zion—and what people had Isaiah reference to? He had reference to those whom God should call in the last days, who should hold the power of priesthood to bring again Zion, and the redemption of Israel; and to put on her strength is to put on the authority of the priesthood, which she, Zion, has a right to by lineage; also, to return to that power which she had lost.”
How Zion is Extended Beyond the New Jerusalem Through Stakes
Isaiah saw the day when the number of saints wanting to gather to Zion would be so great that it would require additional places to live, besides the centre City of Zion: 
Isaiah 49:18-20: “Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all these gather themselves together, and come to thee. (Zion). As I live, saith the Lord, thou shalt surely clothe thee with them all, as with an ornament, and bind them on thee, as a bride doeth. For thy waste and thy desolate places, and the land of thy destruction, shall even now be too narrow by reason of the inhabitants and they that swallowed thee up shall be far away. The children which thou shalt have, after thou hast lost the other, shall say again in thine ears, ‘The place is too straight (narrow) for me: give place to me that I may dwell.”
Comparing Zion to a tent, Isaiah explained how Zion would be enlarged: 
Isaiah 54:2-3: “Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes; for thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.” See also 3 Nephi 22: 2-3, and chapter heading.
In this imagery, the centre pole holding up the canvas of the tent is the City of Zion (The New Jerusalem), and this is extended and strengthened on every side by stakes (pegs), fastened firmly in the ground. In explanation of this scripture President Joseph Fielding Smith wrote: 
“Now the Lord revealed that Zion was to be built and surrounding her would be the Stakes helping to bind and keep her in place.” Church History and Modern Revelation, 1:322

Joseph Smith learnt that the City of Zion would contain from fifteen to twenty thousand people. What happens when the central City of Zion is full and there is no longer room for the pure in heart to gather in the main city. How is Zion extended beyond the New Jerusalem?
When the City of Zion is full it will serve as a pattern for additional cities: 
D&C 101:17, 20-21: “Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered….And behold, there is none other place appointed than that which I have appointed; neither shall there be any other place appointed than that which I have appointed, for the work of the gathering of my saints-until the day cometh when there is found no more room for them; and then I have other places which I will appoint unto them, and they shall be called Stakes, for the curtains or strength of Zion” See also D&C 133:7-9
This scripture teaches in plainness that when no more room is left in the central City of Zion additional cities called stakes will be appointed. These cities will also act as a shield and strength to the New Jerusalem and in this way, Zion will be extended.
These cities or stakes will each have their own Temple, abide by the United Order, have a similar population, a storehouse, and in every way, be just as much Zion as the centre place. The Lord frequently uses the term “in Zion or her Stakes” to indicate the same laws and blessings apply to both. (See D&C 68:26; D&C 124:36; D&C 115:6; D&C 119:6-7; D&C 109:39)
These Cities or Stakes will be Established in the Same General Area as the New Jerusalem
D&C 115:17-18: “And again, verily I say unto you, it is my will that the city of Far West should be built up speedily by the gathering of my saints; and also other places should be appointed for Stakes in the regions round about, as they shall be manifested.” 
This scripture illustrates that the term city and stake are used interchangeably. Jackson County is a considerable size of land to purchase but the Lord also explains that land in the adjacent counties should also be purchased for the gathering of the Saints: 
D&C 101:69-71: “And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things which saith, or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my saints; all the land which can be purchased in Jackson county, and the counties round about, and leave the residue in mine hand.” 
Other cities have already been laid out and consecrated as future cities of Zion, in Jackson County and the regions round about. Far West is one of these cities named by the Lord: 
D&C 115:7: “Let the city, Far West, be a holy and consecrated land unto me; and it shall be called most holy, for the ground upon which thou standest is holy”
See the book “Refiner’s Fire” by Elder Alvin R. Dyer for details of other cities in the area already consecrated as future stakes. 
When the final voice of the Lord comes for the saints to gather to Zion there will be a great need for additional cities to extend Zion to the regions round about: 
D&C 133:9: “And behold, and lo, this shall be their cry, and the voice of the Lord unto all people: Go ye forth unto the land of Zion, that the borders of my people may be enlarged, and that her Stakes may be strengthened, and that Zion may go forth unto the regions round about.” 
D&C 82:14: “For Zion must increase in beauty, and in holiness; her borders must be enlarged; her Stakes must be strengthened; yea verily I say unto you, Zion must arise and put on her beautiful garments.   
Zion extending out from the centre through these additional cities in an unbroken link will constitute the “one place” spoken of in the scriptures to which the saints will gather: 
D&C 29:8: “Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of this land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.” (See also D&C 42:9, 36, and D&C 133:58.) 
Zion and her stakes are the appointed places to which the saints are commanded to gather: 
D&C 109:39: “…That they may gather out of that city the righteous, that they may come forth to Zion or to her Stakes, the places of thine appointment, with songs of everlasting joy and until this is accomplished, let not thy judgments fall upon that city.” (See also D&C 57:1, 101:17-21, 49:25; 109:59; 103:35)
Zion and her Stakes also constitute the ‘Holy Places’ in which the saints are commanded to stand: 
D&C 101:22-23: “Behold it is my will that all they who call on my name, and worship me according to mine everlasting gospel, should gather together, and stand in Holy Places; and prepare for….” (See D&C 101: 64, D&C 45:31-32, D&C 84:58-59, and D&C 87:6-8)
Because Zion requires the Celestial Law of Consecration this also applies to a Stake of Zion: 
D&C 105:5: “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.”
Simply stated, a scriptural Stake of Zion is a City of God where the pure in heart dwell, living by the Celestial Law of Consecration. The stake will be located in the ‘regions round about’ in support of the Central City of Zion. It is nothing less.
The Gathering to Zion and Her Stakes-Summary
Although the gathering is part of the process of establishing and extending Zion, and has been discussed in those chapters, there are additional points worthy of consideration.

. The term Zion is used inclusive of her stakes. The following is only a summary
1) The Gathering to Zion will take place after the church is built up in all nations. 
(See D&C 42:8-9, D&C 39:13, D&C 45:64-66, D&C  31:7-8, D&C 101:67, 74, D&C 84:2, 3 Nephi 21:22-24.)
2) The saints will be Gathered to Zion from all nations. 
(See D&C 45:69, 71; D&C 64:42, D&C 133:7-9, Moses 7:62, 3 Nephi 21:24.)
3) The saints are presently considered as scattered among the nations.
 (See D&C 101:17, 113:10, 3 Nephi 21:24, 3 Nephi 16:4-5.)
4) The House of Israel is first restored to the knowledge of God and His everlasting Gospel before they are Gathered to Zion. (See D&C 84:2, 2 Nephi 3:12-13, 2 Nephi 30:8, 3 Nephi 5:23-26, 3 Nephi 16:4-5, 3Nephi 21:22-24) 

5) The Gathering to Zion will fulfil the parable of the ‘Wheat and Tares’.
(See Matt 13:30, D&C 86:7, D&C 101:64-70.)
6) The Gathering to Zion preserves the saints from the destructions that will take place prior to the Second Coming. (D&C 29:8, D&C 45:68-69, D&C 63:33-37, D&C 101:11-19, Moses 7:61-62; D&C 109:38-40; D&C 115:6)

7) The Gathering of the Saints begins in Jackson County, Missouri. (See D&C 101:70) and “when there is no more room for them” other places called stakes of Zion are appointed in the “regions round about”. (See D&C 101:21, D&C 115:18)
8) There are two major places of gathering, when the time for Zion arrives, the Old and New Jerusalem: D&C 133:12-13 “Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion. And let them who be of Judah flee unto Jerusalem, unto the mountains of the Lord’s house.” (See also Ether 13:5-8; 3 Nephi 16:17-20; 3 Nephi 20:22, 29; 
Isaiah 52:8-10; Micah 4:1-2; Isaiah 2:2-3; D&C 45:24-25; D&C 77:15.) 
9) The Gathering to Zion is a vital preparation for the Second Coming. D&C 101:22-23, 63:32-37, 133:10-12, 58:8-11

10) The Gathering is a principle of the Gospel and should be observed Regionally before the Gathering to Zion. (See D&C 10:65, 29:2, 43:24, 3 Nephi 10:4-6, Luke 13:34.) “Talk not of judgements, neither boast of faith nor of mighty works, but carefully gather together, as much in one region as can be, consistently with the feelings of the people” D&C 105:24 (See v 25-26).
Quotations and Scriptures on the Gathering to Zion

Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Page 183: 
“It is also the concurrent testimony of all the prophets, that this gathering together of all the saints, must take place before the Lord comes to ‘take vengeance upon the ungodly’, and ‘to be glorified and admired by all those who obey the Gospel’. The fiftieth psalm, from the first to the fifth verse inclusive, describes the glory and majesty of that event.”

Ibid. Page 93: 
“In speaking of the gathering, we mean to be understood as speaking of it according to scripture, the gathering of the elect of the Lord out of every nation on earth, and bringing them to the place of the Lord of Hosts, when the city of righteousness shall be built, and where the people shall be of one heart and one mind, when the Saviour comes; yea, where the people shall walk with God like Enoch, and be free from sin. The word of the Lord is precious; and when we read that the veil spread over all nations will be destroyed, and the pure in heart see God, and reign with Him a thousand years on earth, we want all honest men to have a chance to gather and build up a city of righteousness….”
Ibid. Page 71: 
“Take away the Book of Mormon and the revelations, and where is our religion? We have none; for without Zion, and a place of deliverance, we must fall, because the time is near when the sun shall be darkened, and the moon turn to blood, and the stars fall from heaven, and the earth reel to and fro. Then, if this is the case, and if we are not sanctified and gathered to the places God has appointed, with all our former professions and our great love for the bible, we must fall; we cannot stand; we cannot be saved; for God will gather out his saints from the Gentiles, and then comes desolation and destruction, and none can escape except the pure in heart who are gathered.”
The gathering spoken of in the scriptures refers to the physical movement of people, from where they are living at the time of conversion, to the places appointed of the Lord.

The principle of gathering has always been given as a commandment to the people of God, and it is no different in this dispensation: 
D&C 101:22: “Behold, it is my will that they who call on my name, and worship me according to mine everlasting gospel, should gather together, and stand in Holy Places” 
To the Priesthood at the first General Conference the Lord said concerning the need to Gather: 
D&C 29:4, 7-9: “Ye are chosen out of the world to declare my gospel with the sound of rejoicing, as with the voice of a trump… and ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts; wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked”
The intention of the Lord to gather the saints is emphasised throughout the Revelations to the Prophet Joseph Smith: 
D&C 33:6: “And even so will I gather mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, even as many as will believe in me, and hearken unto my voice”
Through the gathering the Lord is able to provide strength and protection to His children. The allegory of a hen protecting her chicks by bringing them together under her wings is used by the Lord as an illustration of His willingness to protect the saints by the principle of gathering: 
D&C 10:65: “For, behold, I will gather them as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, if they will not harden their hearts” (See also D&C 29:2; D&C 43:24. 3 Nephi 10:4-6; Luke 13:34)
The first place of gathering for the saints was in Ohio: 
D&C 37:3: And again, a commandment I give unto the church that it is expedient in me that they should assemble together at the Ohio.” 
D&C 38:31-32: “And that ye might escape the power of the enemy, and be gathered unto me a righteous people, without spot and blameless-wherefore, for this cause I gave unto you the commandment that ye should go to the Ohio.”
From the gathering place of Kirtland Ohio, the elders were to go forth and build up the church in all regions until the final gathering place of the New Jerusalem was revealed: 
D&C 42:8-9: “And from this place ye shall go forth into the regions westward; and inasmuch as ye shall find them that will receive you ye shall build up my church in every region- until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on high, when the city of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may be gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God”
The Lord then revealed the exact location of the final gathering place of the saints:  
D&C 57:1-2: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, who have assembled yourselves together, according to my commandments, in this land, which is the land of Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of the saints.” 
The rest is history as the saints endeavoured to fulfil the commandment to gather to their promised land but were insufficiently strong in numbers and spirituality. Nevertheless, the Lord re-emphasized that the destiny of the saints was to gather to the appointed place of Missouri: 
D&C 101: 12-13, 17, 20: “And in that day all who are found upon the watch-tower, or in other words, all mine Israel, shall be saved. And they that have been scattered shall be gathered. Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. And behold, there is none other place appointed than that which I have appointed; neither shall there be any other place appointed than that which I have appointed, for the work of the gathering of my saints.” (See D&C 105:15)
The appointed place of the Gathering to Zion is still to be in Jackson County, Missouri, and the surrounding areas. When the saints were no longer able to gather to Zion, due to persecution, the Lord still admonished them to obey the principle of gathering. 
D&C 105:24-25: “Talk not of judgments, neither boast of faith nor of mighty works, but carefully gather together as much in one region as can be, consistently with the feelings of the people; and behold, I will give you favour and grace in their eyes, that you may rest in peace and safety…”  
It was difficult for the saints to find a gathering place where they could “rest in peace and safety” 
Following their expulsion from Jackson County, the saints gathered in Clay County (1833-1836). 
Persecution followed and they moved to Far West, in Caldwell County (1836-1838), where they established another community. Again, they were forced to move, this time to Illinois, where they established the city of Nauvoo. This became the headquarters and next gathering place for the saints, for the years 1838-1846. Again, the church in its infancy could not withstand the onslaught of persecution. In accordance with the visions and inspiration received, they sought for the place the Lord had reserved for them, in the West away from their enemies. Here they could establish the headquarters of the church, and a place of gathering where the saints could rest in peace and safety. 

The pure in heart in all nations including the present headquarters of the church in Utah can now look forward to the final gathering of the saints to the “Land of Promise. and the place for the City of Zion” in the land of Missouri, where they will be enabled to live the Celestial Law. D&C 57:1-2
The Need for Zion

The Need for Zion-To be Preserved
The powers of darkness reign upon the earth: 
D&C 38:11-12: “For all flesh is corrupted before me; and the powers of darkness prevail upon the earth, among the children of men, in the presence of all the hosts of heaven-which causeth silence to reign, and all eternity is pained, and the angels are waiting the great command to reap down the earth to gather the tares that they may be burned….” (see also D&C 33:4.)

D&C 82:5-6: “Therefore, what I say unto one I say unto all: Watch, for the adversary spreadeth his dominions, and darkness reigneth; and the anger of God kindleth against the inhabitants of the earth; and none doeth good, for all have gone out of the way.”
D&C 84:49: “And the whole world lieth in sin, and groaneth under darkness and under the bondage of sin.”

As the world, unaware of satanic designs, degenerates into a state of prevailing wickedness, it reaches a point of no return. (See 2nd.Tim 3:1-7, Mormon 8:31, D&C 33:4.)
The ‘Fullness of Iniquity’ will bring the wrath of Almighty God: 
D&C 101:11: “Mine indignation is soon to be poured out without measure upon all nations; and this will I do when the cup of their iniquity is full” (see Ether 2:8-10)
D&C 43:26: “Behold, the day has come, when the cup of the wrath of mine indignation is full.”
When the indignation of God is poured out upon the nations there will be desolation and destruction not witnessed before. This ‘desolation of abomination’ which will come as quick as a whirlwind will bring overwhelming grief and anguish to the people of the earth: 
D&C 112:24-25: “Verily, Verily, I say unto you, darkness covereth the earth, and gross darkness the minds of the people, and all flesh has become corrupt before my face. Behold, vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, a day of wrath, a day of burning, a day of desolation, of weeping, of mourning, and of lamentation; and as a whirlwind it shall come upon all the face of the earth, saith the Lord. (See also D&C 63:6, D&C 87:6, 88:88-91)
Such will be the carnage and widespread destruction that the Lord states: D&C 64:24 “I will not spare any that remain in Babylon”.

It is in this context that the Saints of God need a place of ‘refuge and safety’ as a means of preservation. 

The Lord asks this question of His people? 
D&C 124:10: “For the day of my visitation cometh speedily, in an hour when ye think not of; and where shall be the safety of my people, and refuge for those who shall be left of them?” 
The Lord also gives the answer: 
D&C 97:22-25: “For behold, and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and who shall escape it? The Lord’s scourge shall pass over by night and by day, and the report thereof shall vex all people; yea, it shall not be stayed until the Lord come; for the indignation of the Lord is kindled against their abominations and all their wicked works. Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do all things whatsoever, I have commanded her
The place of safety and refuge for the saints therefore is Zion the New Jerusalem. Even then the saints will not remain totally unaffected: 
D&C 63:32-37: “I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; And the saints shall hardly escape; nevertheless I the Lord am with them…Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion…and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.
(See D&C 45:64-69; D&C 101:11-19; D&C 133:7-15; Moses 7:61-620
The timing of the Redemption of Zion will be crucial for there needs to be a period of preparation:
D&C 29:8: “Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of this land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.”
As the world progressively declines in wickedness towards the ‘Fullness of Iniquity’, it becomes an unfit habitation for the ‘pure in heart’. With evil on every side it becomes an increasingly difficult situation for families of the saints to preserve their worthiness and integrity. Crime of every description increases, and many become victims of its abuse. Even the places where Latter Day Saints send their children, for learning and training become sources of evil and corruption with False teachings, violence, and immorality prevalent. Indeed, the devil’s design is to surround the saints with evil: 
D&C 76:29: “Wherefore, he maketh war with the saints of God, and encompasseth them round about”      
The Saints Need to be Led out from the Bondage of Babylon to Zion

This spiritual wickedness or ‘Babylon’ as it is called puts the saints in a spiritual form of bondage, due to its pervasive influence. There becomes a need for the saints to be released from this bondage like ancient Israel from the Egyptians. This may be called the Redemption of the ‘pure in heart’
D&C 103:17: “For ye are the children of Israel and of the seed of Abraham, and ye must needs be led out of bondage by power, and with a stretched-out arm.” 
Eventually the call will be heard D&C 38:42: “Go ye out from the wicked. Save yourselves. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord.” 
Isaiah: 52:11-12: “Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her (Babylon); be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord.” 
Jeremiah prophesied of the need to flee Babylon in the last days:

Jeremiah 51:6: “Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul; be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the time of the Lord’s vengeance he will render unto her recompense.” 
Jeremiah also explains where the saints are to flee from this increasingly wicked world:  

Jeremiah: 51:10: “The Lord hath brought forth our righteousness; come and let us declare in Zion the work of the Lord our God”.  (See 2 Cor 6:14-18, and Rev 18:4-5)
In Doctrine and Covenants Section 133 it explains the need for the saints to come out of Babylon and Gather to Zion to prepare for the glorious Second Coming of the Saviour: 
D&C 133:4-5, 7, 9-12, 14-15: “Gather ye together, O ye people of my church, upon the land of Zion… Go ye out from Babylon, Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord. Yea, verily I say unto you again, the time has come when the voice of the Lord is unto you: Go ye out of Babylon; gather ye out from among the nations, from the four winds, from one end of Heaven to the other… Go ye forth unto the land of Zion, that the borders of my people may be enlarged.
Yea let the cry go forth among all people: Awake and arise and go forth to meet the Bridegroom; behold and lo, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Prepare yourselves for the great day of the Lord. Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour. Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion...... Go ye out from among the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon. Let all things be prepared before you; and he that goeth, let him not look back.” 
The Need for Zion-To Prepare for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ
Zion the New Jerusalem is a place of preservation for the Saints, and a vital preparation for the Second Coming. Zion serves as a bridgehead or base to receive Jesus Christ, and from where He will commence His Millennial reign. It is to Zion the New Jerusalem “that my covenant people may be gathered in one in that day when I shall come to my Temple” D&C 42:36
It is from the New Jerusalem that “the Law shall go forth from Zion”, and from where “He shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” Micah 4:2-3 
The Saviour will be the King and Lawgiver in Zion. (See D&C 38:21-22)
The Lord has frequently warned all people to prepare for His Coming for, “The day or the hour no man knoweth; but it shall surely come.” D&C 39:21 (See 133:11, Matt 24:36, 42; Matt 25:1-13)
D&C 1:11-12: “Wherefore the voice of the Lord is unto the ends of the earth, that all that will hear may hear; prepare ye, prepare ye for that which is to come, for the Lord is nigh.” 
D&C 133: 17: “For behold, the Lord God hath sent forth the Angel crying through the midst of Heaven, saying: ‘Prepare ye the way of the Lord, and make His paths straight, for the hour of His Coming is nigh.’” (See also v18-21, D&C 43:20-22; Matt 24:43-44; Matt 25:1-13)
The preparation for the Second Coming begins with acceptance of the gospel and membership in the true church wherever it is established throughout the earth. To this end, the elders of the church are to take the gospel to the nations, preparing the way for the Saviours Coming: 
D&C 39:19-20: “Wherefore go forth, crying with a loud voice, saying: The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand; crying Hosanna! Blessed be the name of the Most High God. Go forth baptizing with water, preparing the way before my face for the time of my coming.” (See D&C 65, D&C 33:10, D&C 34:6; D&C 58:64-65)
This preparation continues, as the Saints become sanctified through the Spirit of God, develop Christ like qualities, and gain the appellation of becoming ‘the pure in heart’.

(See Helaman 3:35, 3 Nephi 27:20, 43:8-11, D&C 105:31, 88:21; 97:21))
It is completed when the saints as the ‘pure in heart’ gather to the places appointed by the Lord and covenant to live the Full Law of the Gospel in the final preparation for the Second Coming: 
D&C 101:22-23: “Behold, it is my will, that all they who call on my name, and worship me according to mine everlasting gospel, should gather together, and stand in Holy Places; and prepare for the revelation which is to come, when the veil of the covering of my Temple, in my tabernacle, which hideth the earth, shall be taken off, and all flesh shall see me together.” (See also D&C 87:8; D&C 45:31-32; D&C 29:8-9, 31:7-8, 42:8-9, 63:32-37)
In the parable of the Ten Virgins: “At midnight, there was a cry made, ‘Behold the Bridegroom Cometh’; go ye out to meet Him.” See Matt 25:1-13
The question may be asked ‘where the wise virgins go to meet the Bridegroom.’?
It is explained in the scriptures that “Until that hour there will be foolish virgins among the wise; and at that hour cometh an entire separation of the righteous and the wicked.” D&C 63:54 
Again, the question may be asked-where is the place that the righteous are gathered to separate from the wicked? See D&C 86:7, D&C 101:64-70
Zion is the place where the wise virgins will meet the Bridegroom
D&C 133:10-12, 19: “Yea let the cry go forth among all people: Awake and arise and go forth to meet the Bridegroom: behold and lo the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Prepare yourselves for the great day of the Lord. Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour. Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion…. Wherefore, prepare ye for the coming of the Bridegroom; go ye out to meet Him” (see D&C 65:3)
All those who have prepared themselves will be invited to the Supper of the Lord:
D&C 58:8-11: “And also that a feast of fat things might be prepared for the poor…Yea, a supper of the house of the Lord, well prepared, unto which all nations shall be invited…and partake of the supper of the Lord, well prepared for the great day to come.” (See D&C 58:6, 13 which refers to Zion and Revelations 19:7-9)
The Land of Zion is the place where the wise virgins will witness the marriage of the Bridegroom and partake of the supper of the Lord. (See D&C 109:73-74) 
The Need for Zion -To Live the Law of Consecration and the United Order
The Law of Consecration to bring about equality under the United Order is a New and Everlasting Covenant and therefore part of the fulness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is an essential preparation for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ (D&C 45:9) and to be ONE with the Savior. (D&C 38:27). Members and leaders of the Church of Jesus Christ of latter Day Saints need to understand the necessity of  the Law of Consecration as a vital preparation for the Second Coming and to become one with the Jesus Christ.
The Law of Consecration under the united Order is part of the Celestial law lived in Heaven. It is established on the principle of equality. The Lord admonished the early saints because of their disobedience and unwillingness to live the Law of Consecration: 
D&C 105:3-5: “But behold, they have not learned to be obedient to the things which I required at their hands, but are full of all manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance to the poor and afflicted among them; and are not united according to the union required by the law of the Celestial Kingdom; and Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.”
Living the Law of Consecration is the only way the saints can possess the Land of Zion as the following scriptures testify:
D&C 105:29: “For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the Laws of Consecration which I have given.” 
D&C 58:19: “For verily I say unto you, that my law shall be kept on this land” (see D&C 103:35)
The Lord first revealed the Law of Consecration in Kirtland, Ohio on 9 Feb 1831, in the revelation on the Law of the Church. (See D&C 42:30-39, 53-55) The Saints were admonished to be obedient to all of the laws given; and were promised additional covenants: 
D&C 42: 65-66: “Behold, thou shalt observe all these things, and great shall be thy reward; for unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom, but unto the world it is not given to know them. Ye shall observe the Laws which ye have received and be faithful. And ye shall hereafter receive church covenants, such as shall be sufficient to establish you, both here and in the New Jerusalem” (See D&C 82:11-15)
None are Exempt from Living the Law of Consecration in Zion

For those who may not desire to consecrate their properties and receive a stewardship the Lord said: 
D&C 70:9-10: “Behold, this is what the Lord requires of every man in his stewardship, even as I, the Lord, have appointed or shall hereafter appoint unto any man. And behold, none are exempt from this law who belong to the church of the living God.” (See D&C 85:3, 58:36, 72:15, 78:11.)

D&C 51:2: “For it must needs be that they be organised according to my Laws; if otherwise, they will be cut off.” 

D&C 58:34-36: “And now I give unto you further directions concerning this land. It is wisdom in me that my servant Martin Harris should be an example unto the church, in laying his moneys before the Bishop of the church. And also, this is a law unto every man that cometh unto this land to receive an inheritance; and he shall do with his moneys according as the law directs.” 
D&C 72:15: “…for according to the Law every man that cometh up to Zion must lay all things before the Bishop in Zion”
The United Order is part of the ‘Fullness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ’ that we might “be made partakers of the glories which are to be revealed in the last days”. D&C 66:2
The United Order is an Everlasting Covenant that the Saints will need to Obey:
D&C 78:11: “Wherefore, a commandment I give unto you, to prepare and organize yourselves by a bond or Everlasting Covenant that cannot be broken” (See D&C 82:11)
The Law of Consecration is intended to be permanent and an everlasting part of the preparation for a place in the Celestial Kingdom. It is a New and Everlasting Covenant:
D&C 78:3-7: “For verily I say unto you, the time has come, and is now at hand; and behold, and lo, it must needs be that there be an organization of my people, in regulating and establishing the affairs of the storehouse for the poor of my people…for a permanent and everlasting establishment and order unto my church, to advance the cause, which ye have espoused, to the salvation of man, and to the glory of your Father who is in Heaven; that you may be equal…. for if you will that I give unto you a place in the Celestial world, you must prepare yourselves by doing the things which I have commanded you and required of you.” (See also 104:1, 82:20)
Through living the Law of Consecration, the church will be released from the bondage of Babylon and will be able to “stand independent above all other creatures beneath the celestial world”. D&C 78:14 (See D&C 103:6-13)
It will be a privilege and blessing for members of the Church to live the Law of Consecration: 
D&C 52:15: “And thus I grant unto this people a privilege of organizing themselves according to my laws.” 
Those who are faithful to this law receive “a promise immutable and unchangeable” that “they should be blessed with a multiplicity of blessings.” D&C 104:2 (See also D&C 104: 23, 25, 31, 33, 35, 38, 42, 46, D&C 70:15-16) 

The need for Zion is apparent when it is realized that the Celestial Law of Consecration can only be lived after Zion is redeemed: 
D&C 105:34: “And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and her law be executed and fulfilled, after her redemption” 
Removing the Curse of Poverty through the United Order

See the study Assist the Poor and Needy-An Obligation of Discipleship
It has always been a required obligation of discipleship; in whatsoever circumstances, for the Lord’s people to care for the poor and needy amongst them. (See Mosiah 4:26, 18:27-29; Alma 34:28, Math 25:31-46, D&C 105:3)
The same is required of the saints today:
D&C 52:40: “And remember in all things the poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted, for he that doeth not these things, the same is not my disciple.”
This obligation to care for poor will remain until the full Law of God is introduced to the saints:  
D&C 44:6: “Behold, I say unto you, that ye must visit the poor and the needy and administer to their relief that they may be kept until all things may be done according to my Law which ye have received.”
The law that will bring equality and remove poverty is the Law of Consecration as administered under the United Order. 

Vast differences of wealth exist in the church today from the millionaire to those who subsist from week to week. Many are generous with there means, nevertheless the Lord has said:
D&C 49:20: “But it is not given that one man should possess that which is above another, wherefore the world lieth in sin”. (See D&C 104:18.)
D&C 70:14: “Nevertheless, in your temporal things you shall be equal and this not grudgingly, otherwise the abundance of the manifestations of the spirit shall be withheld.” 
In a revelation given to Joseph Smith, concerning the United Order, or ‘The Order of the Church for the benefit of the poor’, the Lord declares His way of providing for the poor: 
D&C 104:15-16: “And it is my purpose to provide for my saints, for all things are mine. But it must needs be done in mine own way; and behold this is the way that I, the Lord have decreed to provide for my saints, that the poor shall be exalted, in that the rich are made low. (See D&C 56:16-17; D&C 84:112)
This levelling of wealth is achieved through the consecration of all surplus property of the saints into the hands of the Bishop who keeps the Lord’s Storehouse: 
D&C 42:30-31: “And behold, thou wilt remember the poor, and consecrate of thy properties for their support that which thou hast to impart unto them, with a covenant and deed which cannot be broken. And because ye impart of your substance unto the poor, ye will do it unto me; and they shall be laid before the Bishop of my church….”
In return each person receives “as much as is sufficient for himself and family.” Any surplus is “kept to administer to those who have not, from time to time, that every man who has need may be amply supplied and receive according to his wants.” D&C 42:32-33
It should always be remembered that the Lord is ‘no respecter of persons’ for He declared: 
D&C 38:16: “And for your salvation I give unto you a commandment, for I have heard your prayers, and the poor have complained before me, and the rich I have made, and all flesh is mine, and I am no respecter of persons” (see D&C 38:25-27)
It is therefore only through a Zion society living the Celestial Law that the curse of poverty will be permanently removed.
The Need for Zion -To Receive an Everlasting Inheritance

See the extensive study on this subject “Promised Lands of Inheritance-Fulfilling the Covenant of Abraham.”
The Lord has promised an inheritance of land for His people and their descendents which will
possess into the eternities: 
D&C 38:18-20: “And I hold forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a land of promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse when the Lord cometh; and I will give it unto you for the land of your inheritance, if you seek it with all your hearts. And this shall be my covenant with you, ye shall have it for the land of your inheritance, and for the inheritance of your children forever, while the earth shall stand, and ye shall possess it again in eternity, no more to pass away.” (See D&C 69:8, 101:18, 103:7)
D&C 57:4-5: “Wherefore, it is wisdom that the land should be purchased by the saints…. inasmuch as my disciples are enabled to buy lands. Behold, this is wisdom that they may obtain it for an Everlasting Inheritance.” 

This inheritance will only be received in the appointed place of Zion the New Jerusalem:  
D&C 45:65-66: “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you. And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God” 
D&C 52:42: “Ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies.” 
D&C 64:30: “And he hath set you to provide for his saints in these last days, that they may obtain an inheritance in the land of Zion.” (see D&C 48:3-4; Ether 13:8) 

To receive an inheritance in the Land of Zion the New Jerusalem will be one of the greatest blessings an individual can obtain in this life, due to its eternal significance.
The Need for Zion-To Establish a Special Relationship with Christ
By Gathering to Zion, the covenant people of the Lord are promised a closer relationship to Him: 
D&C 42:8-9: “…Ye shall build up my church in every region until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on high, when the city of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may be gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God.”
See Jeremiah: 30:22, 32:37-38; Ezekiel 37:18-23; 2 Cor 6:17-18.
This same promise of receiving a special relationship to God was given to the ancient Israelites who were in bondage in Egypt. The Lord speaking to Moses in Egypt said: 
Exodus 6:5-8: “And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have remembered my covenant. Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments: And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the Lord your God, which bringeth you out from under the Egyptians. And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it to you for an heritage: I am the Lord.”
After Moses took Israel out of their Egyptian bondage, he sought to obtain a special relationship which the Lord had promised His people. The Lord spoke with Moses “face to face” in the tabernacle. Moses said to the Lord, “consider that this nation is thy people”, the Lord replied: 
Exodus 33:13-16: “My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest”. Moses then said, “…. wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight? Is it not in that thou goest with us? So, shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are upon the face of the earth”. 
It was in this separation from other people and in obtaining their Promised Land that the special relationship of Israel to their Lord was to be established: 
Leviticus 20:24, 26: “Ye shall inherit their land, and I will give it unto you to possess it, a land that floweth with milk and honey; I am the Lord your God, which have separated you from other people…and ye shall be holy unto me: for I the Lord am Holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye should be mine”. See also Deut 6:6-8, 7:1, 6, 26:18-19
Hugh Nibley records that Zion is essential to establish this special relationship to God: 
“Recognizing that Zion actually has been on the earth in the past and can be enjoyed by the saints again as soon as they are willing to ‘return to the original relationship with Yahweh’ a condition ‘in which alone Israel’s filial relationship to God can be renewed and which God will re-establish in the future”. Ensign June 1977 page 81
Without the unity accomplished through becoming equal through the United Order, the saints are not considered by the Lord as His people. He states “if ye are not one ye are not mine”.
D&C 38:26-27: “For what man among you having twelve sons, and is no respecter of them, and they serve him obediently, and he saith unto the one: Be thou clothed in robes and sit thou here; and to the other: Be thou clothed in rags and sit thou there-and looketh upon his sons and saith I am just? Behold, this I have given unto you as a parable, and it is even as I am. I say unto you, be one; and if ye are not one ye are not mine.” (see Mosiah 23:7; 4 Nephi 25-26.) 

This special relationship results in the power and glory of God being manifest in a more visible manner.  An example of this in Moses’ time was how “the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them by the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light.” Exo 13:21
Isaiah prophesies that the power of God will be with modern Israel when they gather as one people:
Isaiah 4:5: “And the Lord will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night…” (See D&C 84:5 and Exodus 40:34-38)
The Gathering to Zion Fulfils the Words of the Prophets

The Gathering to Zion fulfils the prophecies and desires of ancient and modern prophets. The Saviour quoted much from the prophecies of Isaiah concerning the Gathering of Israel to Zion, and commanded His people to study them: 
 3 Nephi 23:1: “And now, behold, I say unto you, that ye ought to search these things. Yea a commandment I give unto you that ye search these things diligently; for great are the words of Isaiah.”  
Jesus said all the words of the prophet Isaiah would be fulfilled. (See 3 Nephi 20:11 and 23:3) 

That the words of the prophets concerning Zion will be fulfilled has been reaffirmed in modern revelation: D&C 101:18: “And all these things that the prophets might be fulfilled.” 
D&C 42:39: “For it shall come to pass, that which I spake by the mouths of my prophets shall be fulfilled….” (see D&C 1:7, 18; 58:8; 29:10)
The Saints of this generation are blessed to live in the day when they have the opportunity to “be made partakers of the glories which are to be revealed in the last days, as it is written by the prophets and apostles in days of old” D&C 66:2
Isaiah Spoke of the Zion of the Last Days and Longed to see its Day. 
The following is just a brief selection of some of the words of Isaiah about Zion: 
Isaiah 46:13: “And I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory.”
Isaiah 14:32: “What shall one then answer the messengers of the nation? That the Lord hath founded Zion and the poor of His people shall trust in it”
Isaiah 60:13-14: “The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will make of my feet glorious.….and they shall call thee, ‘The City of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel” 
Isaiah 51:11: “Therefore, the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head; they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.” 
Isaiah 52:7-8: “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings that publisheth peace that bringeth good tidings of good that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing; for they shall eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring again Zion.” 

Many other prophets have also spoken of Zion and the Gathering, though not as prolific as Isaiah. Jeremiah is one example: 
Jeremiah 31:6-8: “For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the Lord our God. For thus saith the Lord: sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations; publish ye, praise ye, and say, O Lord, save thy people, the remnant of Israel. Behold I will bring them from the North Country and gather them from the coasts of the earth…. a great company shall return thither.” 

The Psalmist also often referred to Zion. Joseph Smith read this psalm at the dedication of the Independence, Missouri Temple site: 
Psalm 87:1-3: “His foundation is in the Holy Mountains. The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. Glorious things are spoken of thee, O City of God.” 

The Prophet Joseph had a special affection in his heart for Zion. This is shown throughout his teachings and in his supplications to the Lord. The following is an example: 
“The building up of Zion is a cause that has interested the people of God in every age; it is a theme upon which prophets, priests and kings have dwelt with peculiar delight; they have looked forward with joyful anticipation to the day in which we live; and fired with heavenly and joyful anticipations they have sung and written and prophesied of this our day; but they died without the sight. 
We are the favoured people that God has made choice of, to bring about the Latter-day glory; it is left for us to see, participate in and help to roll forward the Latter-day glory, The dispensation of the fullness of times when God will gather together all things that are in Heaven, and all things that are upon the earth even in one, when the saints of God will be gathered in one from every nation, and kindred, and people, and tongue, when the Jews will be gathered together into one, the wicked will also be gathered together to be destroyed, as spoken of by the prophets:….
A work that God and Angels have contemplated with delight for generations past; that fired the souls of the ancient patriarchs and prophets; a work that is destined to bring about the destruction of the powers of darkness, the renovation of the earth, the glory of God, and the salvation of the human family.” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Page 232

What a privilege it is to assist in the bringing forth of Zion in fulfillment of ancient and modern prophecies. It is hoped that the desire to experience the qualities of Zion such as unity, equality, righteousness, safety, glory, power, Heavenly presence, beauty, and a flourishing new society, will be a motivating influence for the saints as it was for the Prophets who spoke of it.  
The Essential Preparation for Zion

Be Strengthened Prepared and Instructed for the Gathering to Zion

D&C 31: 8: “And I will establish a church by your hand; and you shall strengthen them and prepare them against the time when they shall be gathered.” 
After the expulsion of the saints from Missouri the Lord explained to the priesthood why they needed more time to prepare to redeem Zion: 
D&C 105:9-11: “It is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season for the Redemption of Zion-that they themselves may be prepared, and that my people may be taught more perfectly, and have experience, and know more perfectly concerning their duty, and the things I require at their hands. And this cannot be brought to pass until mine elders are endowed with power from on High.” 
The early members had not yet received the Temple Ordinances which were necessary for their preparation, education, and sanctification (see D&C 88:75; D&C 105:31). These ordinances are now available within a reasonable distance to the majority of members of the Church.
The priesthood are to teach and prepare the Saints for that which is to come:

D&C 88:77-78, 84-85: “And I give unto you a commandment that you shall teach one another the doctrine of the Kingdom…that you may be instructed more perfectly in theory, in principle, in doctrine, in the law of the gospel, in all things that pertain unto the Kingdom of God, that are expedient for you to understand…that you may be perfected in your ministry to go forth among the Gentiles for the last time, as many as the mouth of the Lord shall name to bind up the law and seal up the testimony, and to prepare the saints for the hour of judgement which is to come; that their souls may escape the wrath of God, the desolation which awaits the wicked both in this world and in the world to come.” 
This preparation should include knowledge concerning what will be required of the saints to receive an inheritance in Zion through living the Law of Consecration under the United Order. The saints should also understand the prophecies as they relate to the Last Days and the Second Coming of the Saviour. 
The Lord explained to the early saints that it was necessary for the priesthood army to become much greater in number, and to be sanctified before the Redemption of Zion could happen:  
D&C 105:31: “But first let my army become very great, and let it be sanctified before me…”

The number of faithful priesthood holders, which now make up the Lord’s army in comparison to the 1830’s is now indeed very great. This mighty army of Israel is being ‘tried and tested’ in preparation for that which is to come. 
D&C 128:24: “For He is like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap; and he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.” 
. 

There are many similarities between the situation of the church today in the ‘wilderness of the world’ (See D&C 5:14; 33:5), and that of ancient Israel in their wilderness in preparation to enter their Promised Land. (See D&C: 23) 
Moses taught his people before entering their Promised Land: 

Deut 8:1-2: “All the commandments which I command thee this day shall ye observe to do, that ye may live, and multiply, and go in and possess the land which the Lord sware unto your fathers. And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep His commandments, or no.” (See also Deut 4:1-2; Joshua 1:6-8; 23:6)

Like ancient Israel Latter Day Saints need to learn all the commandments that are required in order to inherit their promised land whilst in their wilderness amongst Babylon. See 80 Commandments for Covenant Israel
The Temple (or Tabernacle) with its ordinances of salvation and glory became the centre place of ancient Israel’s worship activities even in their wilderness. (See D&C 124:38.) Contained therein was the Book of the Law, which they were exhorted to strictly observe. They were under obligation to live the Law of Moses with all its statutes and judgements which would eventually enable them to dwell in their promised land in safety. (See Lev 25:18-19). 
The modern Temples of the church fulfil a similar function to that of the Tabernacle in Moses’ time. In the Temples the Saints are put under obligation to keep the laws and ordinances of the Gospel. 
The Church today has been given a Law by the Moses of our time the Prophet Joseph. (See D&C 28:2 and Moses 1:41) as contained in the Doctrine and Covenants. This book is the foundation of the doctrine and the covenants that are “sufficient to establish you, both here and in the New Jerusalem.” D&C 42:67. The Doctrine and Covenants contains the New and Everlasting Covenant, which is the fullness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ which includes the Law of Consecration. 
D&C 133:57-58: “And for this cause that man might be made partakers of the glories which were to be revealed, the Lord sent forth the fullness of His Gospel, His Everlasting Covenant, reasoning in plainness and simplicity- to prepare the weak for those things which are coming on the earth, and for the Lord’s errand in the day when the weak shall confound the wise, and the little one become a strong nation, and two shall put their tens of thousands to flight.” 
The Doctrine and Covenants contains the Law of the Church for this Dispensation

D&C 42:59: “Thou shalt take the things which thou hast received, which have been given unto thee in my scriptures for a law, to be my law to govern my church.” See D&C 41:3, 42:2, 43:8-10 

The Lord has repeatedly admonished His people to rely upon the things that are written in the scriptures: D&C 18:30: “And you have that which is written before you; wherefore, you must perform it according to the words which are written” (See D&C 18 3-5, 24:14, 84:57)

Concerning the Doctrine and Covenants the Lord commands all people to “Search these commandments, for they are true and faithful, and the prophecies and promises which are in them shall all be fulfilled.”  D&C 1:37
Build up the Church in all Areas in Preparation for Zion

The church is to be built up in all nations of the Gentiles (See D&C 107:33), until the time when Zion is to be prepared and the saints gathered out from those nations: (numbers added)
D&C 42:1, 8-9: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church…… (1).ye shall build up my church in every region-(2) until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may ‘Gathered in One’, that ye may be My people and I will be your God” 

D&C 45:64-66, 69: The elders are to “(1)….call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me (2) and with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the Saints of the Most High God. And there shall be Gathered unto it out of every nation under Heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.”
Once the church is established in an area the members are to be prepared and strengthened for the future gathering to Zion: 
D&C 31:7-8: “(1) And I will establish a church by your hand; and (2) you shall strengthen them and prepare them against the time when they shall be gathered”
 D&C 58:48-49: “And let them (1) build up churches, inasmuch as the inhabitants of the earth will repent. And let their (2) be an agent appointed by the voice of the church…to receive moneys to purchase lands in Zion” 

D&C 101:74: “(1) And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel (2) they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion” 

The above scriptures explain the two-fold reason for the preaching of the Gospel. The House of Israel, the Lord’s people are first to be restored to the true fold of God and then they are to be Gathered to Zion as one people. This is clearly explained in the revelation on the priesthood: 
D&C 84:2: “Yea the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for (1) The restoration of His people, as he has spoken by the mouth of his prophets, and for (2) the Gathering of Saints to stand upon Mount Zion, which shall be the City of New Jerusalem.” 

These scriptures correspond with the remarks of the Savior to the Nephites: 
3 Nephi 21:22-24: “But if they will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, (1) I will establish my church among them….and they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, (2) that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem.” 

Over the years through the inspired leadership of The First Presidency and The Twelve Apostles, a tremendous work of establishing the church in many nations has occurred. The Lord has hastened His work in its time. The building of Temples worldwide in recent years has supported this growth. The development of the church has been very significant, as the Lord has opened new doors to His servants. Members of the Church should take part in the building up and strengthening of the church through its various programs in whatever locality they live. 
Members should also keep in mind that when the time arrives, the Lord will expect His churches established in all nations to assist in the purchase of the sacred lands of Zion and be prepared to remove and gather to Zion in fulfilment of the scriptures quoted above. By assisting in the building up of the church the Saints are helping in the cause of Zion. The stronger the church becomes both numerically and spiritually, the easier it will be to redeem Zion. As members become the pure in heart by living righteous lives, they become ready to be part of Zion. Members are to consecrate themselves to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints for the dual purpose of building up the Kingdom of God upon the earth and the establishment of Zion.

Become the Pure in Heart in Preparation for Zion

The scriptures teach that only the righteous that are pure in heart will be found worthy to receive their inheritances in Zion: 
D&C 101:17-18: “Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion.” 
D&C 100:16: “For I will raise up unto myself a pure people that will serve me in righteousness” 
D&C 45:71: “And it shall come to pass that the righteous shall be gathered out from among all nations, and shall come to Zion, with songs of everlasting joy.”
D&C 64:34: “Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the willing and obedient shall eat the good of the land of Zion in these last days.”
D&C 56:18: “But blessed are the poor who are pure in heart, whose spirits are broken, and whose spirits are contrite, for they shall see the Kingdom of God coming in power and great glory unto their deliverance; for the fatness of the earth shall be theirs.” 
To be pure in heart is to have a mind single to the Glory of God: D&C 88:67-68: “And if your eye be single to my glory, your whole bodies shall be filled with light…. therefore, sanctify yourselves that your minds become single to God, and the days will come that you shall see him…” (See D&C 88:74-75, D&C 82:19)
Zion will be a place where the principles and ordinances of the Gospel of Jesus Christ will need to be fully observed. These principles are taught in plainness and simplicity, in the scriptures such as in the following: (Mosiah 3:19, Alma 7:23-24, 13:28-29, Moroni 7:44-45, D&C 4:5-7, 121:41-46)
Especially rich in the Laws of the Gospel is the ‘Sermon on the Mount’, (See Matthew chapters 5-7) and the teachings of Jesus to the Nephites in the land of Bounitful. (See 3 Nephi chapters 11-27). 
The Saints need to fully learn and practise these principles today and thereby become the pure in heart in preparation for Zion. Discernment of those who are worthy to enter Zion will be essential. 
The Lord has given His saints a basic pattern to know who is acceptable before Him: 
D&C 52 14-19: “And again, I will give unto you a pattern in all things, that ye may not be deceived…. wherefore he that prayeth, whose spirit is contrite, the same is accepted of me if he obey mine ordinances. He that speaketh whose spirit is contrite; whose language is meek and edifieth the same is of God if he obey mine ordinances. And again, he that trembleth under my power shall be made strong, and shall bring forth fruits of praise and wisdom, according to the revelations and truths which I have given you. And again, he that is overcome and bringeth not forth fruits, even according to this pattern, is not of me. Wherefore by this pattern ye shall know the spirits in all cases under the whole Heavens.” (see D&C 10:67; 35:12, 84:49-53, 97:8.) 
Certain essentials arise from this scripture to be accepted of God. The Saints need humility, meekness, repentance, and regular prayer. They need to obey all the ordinances of God including the weekly Sacrament and all Temple Ordinances. Members need to bring forth fruits in obedience to the doctrines and truths revealed in the four-standard works of scripture, especially those given in the Doctrine and Covenants. 
A Temple recommend should indicate to some degree the worthiness of members to be called the pure in heart. Indeed, a Temple could be classed as a mini-Zion where the pure in heart attend. Each individual will also require a recommend, from the Bishop of the church where he resides, to present to the Bishop in Zion before they are allowed to gather to that blessed land. (See D&C 72:15-19, 25-26)
The dictionary definition of pure is ‘not to be mixed with any other substance’. To be pure in heart means we are exclusively, entirely, completely, wholly, absolutely, thoroughly, full heartedly, and totally committed to the truths of the gospel. The Saints are to be completely on the Lord’s side:  
3 Nephi 13:24: “For no man can serve two masters for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will hold to the one and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.” 
Only the pure in heart will desire to be gathered out of this world of wickedness, to experience a Zion environment and live the Celestial Law. They will need to have faith, hope and charity which is majestically taught by Moroni in the Book of Mormon. (See Moroni chapter 7) 
The pure in heart are they who fulfil the positive part of the parable of the Ten Virgins: 
D&C 45:57: “For they that are wise and have received the truth, and have taken the Holy Spirit for their guide, and have not been deceived-verily I say unto you, they shall not be hewn down and cast into the fire, but shall abide the day.”
The Psalmist asks (Psalm 24:3-4, 6) “Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? Or who shall stand in His Holy Place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart…. this is the generation of them that seek Him that seek His Face”
To Present a Book Containing the Records of our Dead in Preparation for Zion
One very important reason for the delay in the Redemption of Zion is the requirement for the saints to obtain the records of their forbears, “for we without them cannot be made perfect; neither can they without us be made perfect” (D&C 128:18) Joseph Smith called this the “most glorious of all subjects belonging to the Everlasting Gospel” (D&C 128:17) 
The records that are needed to identify one’s forbears can in some instances only be obtained by close cooperation with the archives that hold the records. This cooperation has been enhanced by having members live in those lands where the records are kept and through making family history centres available to the public. Many Saints find that by remaining in their native lands, they can do research for several generations without the need to travel great distances.

With recent advances in coordinating family history through computer technology, great strides have been made in storing, recording and making records available. The family history library system has enabled saints in distant lands to use the records acquired by the church. The internet is now a rich source in helping members identify their ancestors.
Records have been preserved for several hundred years in some nations through the Spirit of Elijah. It would appear that the Lord has set His saints a challenge to accomplish part of this work before the Millennium, when all records will be made available. The inspiration and spiritual experiences received by many involved in the work of the redemption of the dead bear testimony to the validity of genealogical research and Temple work. Our choice forbears will be eternally grateful for the work that is accomplished on their behalf: 
D&C 128:22: “Let the dead speak forth anthems of eternal praise to the King Immanuel, who hath ordained, before the world was, that which would enable us to redeem them out of their prison; for the prisoners shall go free.”
To obtain the records of our ancestors and have the work performed for them in the Holy Temples is one of the most important preparations for both Zion and the Second Coming: 
D&C 128:24: “Behold, the great day of the Lord is at hand; and who can abide the day of His coming, and who can stand when He appeareth…Let us, therefore, as a church and a people, and as Latter-day Saints, offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness; and let us present in His Holy Temple when it is finished, a book containing the records of our dead, which shall be worthy of all acceptation.”  
Bring up Children in Light and Truth – in Preparation for Zion

Just prior to his death, and before the Children of Israel entered the Promised Land, Moses explained in detail to his people the Law of God they were to observe. They were then admonished to teach their children likewise to be obedient: 
Deut 32:46: “And he said unto them, set your hearts unto all the words which I testify among you this day, which ye shall command your children to observe to do all the words of this Law.”
The same applies to modern Israel today. Children need to know and understand the Law, given by the Lord to His people in this dispensation that will take them safely into their Promised Zion. From the time the church was organised, members have been taught to bring up their children in Light and Truth. To the early leaders of the church who were spending most of there time in the work of the ministry and neglecting to teach their own families, the Lord said: 
D&C 93:40: “I have commanded you to bring up your children in light and truth.”
D&C 93:42-43: “You have not taught your children light and truth, according to the commandments; and that wicked one hath power, as yet, over you, and this is the cause of your affliction. And now a commandment I give unto you-if you will be delivered you shall set in order your own house, for there are many things that are not right in your house.”
D&C 93:48, 50: “Your family must needs repent and forsake some things, and give more earnest heed unto your sayings, or be removed out of their place………My servant…. hath need to be chastened, and set in order his family, and see that they are more diligent and concerned at home, and pray always, or they shall be removed out of their place.” (See D&C 68:25-28.)
In the same revelation the Lord reaffirmed that these admonitions to teach and watch over our family apply to all:
D&C 93:49: “What I say unto one I say unto all.”

Those involved in ministering can be a source of strength to the family as the revelations teach. 

D&C 20:47, 51: “visit the house of each member, and exhort them to pray vocally and in secret and attend to all family duties.” 
By having family prayer, scripture study, home evenings, regular church attendance, activities, and family get-togethers, children can be strengthened and hopefully brought up in the ways of the Lord. By building on gospel centred family traditions members can experience the joy of seeing generations of their posterity, firmly fastened in the ways of light and truth. Nothing can bring greater happiness, as many parents, grandparents, and great grandparents will testify. Even when removed by distance the opportunities are now available through modern communication systems, for families to keep in regular contact.

An important source of strength for children growing up is to ensure that they have association with others of their own faith. This is especially crucial as they enter teenage years. Paul the Apostle gave this advice to the saints of his time: 
2 Corinthians 6:14: “Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for what for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness.” 
Although the church is to be built up in every region it greatly helps young people if the Saints remain a close-knit community. This can be more easily accomplished, if members live in the same general areas probably close to the chapels and Temples. Latter-day Saint children can then have the benefit of going to the same schools and have friends in their own communities with those of the same faith. There is always a feeling amongst those of the same faith, to gather together to enjoy each other’s association. This is the Spirit of the gathering and a vital principle of the Gospel.

After the saints were expelled from Missouri, the Lord explained they were to continue to gather in alternative areas that they may rest in peace and safety: 
D&C 105:23-25: “And let all my people who dwell in the regions round about be very faithful, and prayerful, and humble before me…talk not of judgements, neither boast of faith nor of mighty works, but carefully gather together, as much in one region as can be, consistently with the feelings of the people. And behold, I will give unto you favour and grace in their eyes that you may rest in peace and safety…” 
This commandment to gather regionally is still in force today and applies to the saints whether they live in Nauvoo, Utah, the rest of the U.S.A. or any part of the world. The Saints gather to provide fellowship and strength for the benefit of their families. Members cannot live their religion in isolation, relying solely upon Sunday services. The Saints need both gospel conversion and social integration. Keeping connected and active in the church is as important as having a testimony.
The Saints have been warned to (D&C 82:5) “Watch, for the adversary spreadeth his dominions, and darkness reigneth.” And in particular (D&C 76:29) “he maketh war with the saints of God, and encompasseth them round about.” There is therefore a great need for fellowship amongst the Saints, which can greatly assist them in overcoming, the wiles of the devil and those who uphold his work.
By teaching children, the Laws of God, having gospel orientated family traditions, keeping in close contact with each other, and providing fellowship with members, LDS parents can bring up their children in light and truth. They will then realise hopefully the ultimate blessing for their children of being sealed to a partner in the Holy Temple. In this way they will inherit the blessings of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, a part of which is to receive their inheritance in the future Zion.
Preparation-Save Money to Purchase a Future Inheritance in Zion

In the chapter on ‘How Zion is established’ certain steps were given in the process of building and establishing Zion. One of these, the saving of money to purchase a future inheritance in Zion. 

The Lord has said:
D&C 48:6: “It must needs be necessary that ye save all the money that ye can, and that ye obtain all that ye can in righteousness, that in time ye may be enabled to purchase land for an inheritance, even the city.” (see D&C 101:70, 72. 58: 49, 51-53)
When the time arrives for the land to be purchased Latter Day Saints will need to use whatever savings they have obtained ‘whether it be little or much’ to receive great blessings: 
D&C 63 40, 48: “And let all the moneys which can be spared, it mattereth not unto me whether it be little or much, be sent up unto the land of Zion, unto them whom I have appointed to receive. He that sendeth up treasures unto the land of Zion shall receive an inheritance in this world, and his works shall follow him, and also a reward in the world to come.” 

Through the teachings of self-reliance, including higher education, training in skills, purchase of property getting out of debt, observing good health guidelines, and working hard, many members in the wealthy nations have been blessed with the earth’s riches. 
Concerning riches, the Lord said:  
D&C 38:39: “And if ye seek the riches which it is the will of the Father to give unto you, ye shall be the richest of all people, for ye shall have the riches of eternity; and it must needs be that the riches of the earth are mine to give; but beware of pride, lest ye become as the Nephites of old.” 

With these riches, the wealthy are in a position to help those who are poor, that they might also receive their inheritances in Zion:
 D&C 42:39: “For it shall come to pass, that which I spake by the mouths of my prophets shall be fulfilled; for I will consecrate of the riches of those who embrace my gospel among the Gentiles unto the poor of my people who are of the house of Israel”
The Time for Zion

The Redemption of Zion is a Vital Preparation for the Second Coming.
· See the studies in the folder Second Coming/Destructions
The time for the Second Coming has often been a subject of speculation by those who have spoken and written upon the subject. The period up to the Second Coming is referred to as ‘Today’ in the scriptures, and is a time for preparation and labour: 
D&C 64:23-25: “Behold, now it is called today until the coming of the Son of Man” …. wherefore, if ye believe me, ye will labour while it is called today”  
D&C 45:6: “Hearken, O ye people of my church, and ye elders listen together, and hear my voice while it is called today, and harden not your hearts.”
Concerning the actual time of the Second Coming the scriptures state: 
D&C 133:11: “Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour” 
The scriptures teach that the Second Coming will take place in the beginning period of the seventh thousand years. 
D&C 77:12: “…. In the beginning of the seventh thousand years will the Lord God sanctify the earth, and complete the salvation of man, and judge all things…and the sounding of the trumpets of the seven angels are the preparing and finishing of His work, in the beginning of the seventh thousand years-the preparing of the way before the time of His coming.”  
In the same revelation in answer to another question “when are the things to be accomplished, which are written in the 9th chapter of Revelation? Answer:
D&C 77:13: They are to be accomplished after the opening of the seventh seal before the Second Coming of Christ.” (See the heading to Revelation chapter 9) 
The last thousand years is reserved for the Millennium, which is the period when the earth will have its Sabbath or Rest. (See Moses 7:58) The events that will lead to the Second Coming and the Millennium will therefore need to take place at the beginning period of the seventh thousand years as the scriptures above testify.
It is also understood that in ‘speaking after the manner of the Lord’, “the great day of the Lord is nigh at hand.” D&C 43:17 (See D&C 63:53; 35:15; 88:87). The Saints are therefore warned to watch out for those signs that indicate the nearness of His Coming. To those who believe in His Gospel the Lord has said: 
D&C 68:11: “And unto you it shall be given to know the signs of the times and the signs of the coming of the Son of Man.” (see D&C 61:38; 35:15; 39:23; 45:37-39; 2nd Peter 3:10-14)
One of the major signs of the nearness of the Second Coming will be the Gathering of the pure in heart to the appointed place of Zion the New Jerusalem
D&C 133:11-12: “Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour. Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion” (D&C 42:35-36; 105:29).

The Gathering to the appointed place of the City of Zion and to the surrounding stakes of Zion should take place before the great event of our Lord’s coming: 
D&C 49:25: “But before the great day of the Lord shall come…. Zion shall flourish upon the hills and rejoice upon the mountains, and shall be assembled together unto the place which I have appointed (see Moses 7:58-62; 29:8-9; 63:34-37)
Since Zion is a major part of the preparation for the Second Coming members should first ask the question:
When is the Time for the Redemption of Zion?

The answer to this question is that the Redemption of Zion is dependent upon the exercise of faith when the appointed time arrives. To the afflicted saints in Missouri the Prophet Joseph said: 
“I know that Zion, in the due time of the Lord, will be redeemed; but how many will be the days of her purification tribulation, and affliction, the Lord has kept hid from my eyes; and when I inquire concerning the subject, the voice of the Lord is: ‘Be still, and know that I am God”
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 34
The Lord knows the beginning from the end, and all things have a time given unto them:
D&C 64: 30-32: “And he hath set you to provide for his saints in these last days, that they may obtain an inheritance in the Land of Zion. And behold, I, the Lord, declare unto you, and my words are sure and shall not fail, that they shall obtain it. But all things must come to pass in their time.” 

D&C 35:25: “And Israel shall be saved in mine own due time….”
When the time arrives, providing there is faith the Lord will cause events to happen speedily: 
D&C 52:42-43: “And thus, even as I have said, if ye are faithful ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies. But behold, I, the lord, will hasten the city in its time, and will crown the faithful with joy and with rejoicing.”

After the expulsion of the saints from Missouri the Lord explained to them that they “should wait for a little season for the Redemption of Zion.” (D&C 105:9) The Lord then added: 
D&C 105:37: “And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive, they shall have power after many days to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion.” 
Like the Second Coming members are not given a specific date as to the Redemption of Zion but are left to observe the signs of the times and to use their faith accordingly. 
It is my understanding that the general order of events leading up to the Second Coming will be: 
1. The building up of the Church throughout the Gentile nations.
2. The setting in order of the house of God (see D&C 85:7-11; D&C 112:24-25; 1 Peter 4:17-18; D&C 56:1; D&C 64:35)
3. The Redemption of Zion and connected commandments i.e. purchase of land, the gathering of the faithful to Zion, and the observation of the United Order and other Laws.
4. The powerful preaching of the Gospel with a warning voice, sealing the law and binding up the testimony that has been given over many years including the preaching to the Jews.
5. The major destructions of the last days causing the Desolation of Abomination.
6. The Actual Coming of the Saviour involving the cleansing of the earth by fire.
Zion will be Redeemed in a Time of General Peace but not in Haste

The purchase of the sacred lands in the appointed place will need to take place at a time of general peace. If the saints were to wait until war and destruction were prevalent, affecting all in society, it will be difficult to negotiate the purchase of property and make the necessary preparations. Indeed, one reason for the gathering to Zion is to be prepared for the time when the wrath of God will be sent forth. Noah did not wait until the rain fell before building the ark.
 It will take time to prepare and build Zion. It will be difficult if done in a hasty manner:
D&C 101:68: “Nevertheless as I have aid unto you in a former commandment let not your gathering be in haste, nor by flight; but let all things be prepared before you” 
D&C 133:15: “But verily, thus saith the Lord, let not your flight be in haste, but let all things be prepared before you; and he that goeth, let him not look back lest sudden destruction shall come upon him.”
D&C 63:24: “And now, behold, this is the will of the Lord your God concerning his saints, that they should assemble themselves together unto the land of Zion Not in haste, lest there should be confusion, which bringeth pestilence.”   
A great deal of time will be required in negotiation to purchase property and build that which is required in Temples, storehouses, chapels, houses etc, so that all things are prepared beforehand.
That Zion should be redeemed in a time of peace is taught clearly in the parable of ‘the nobleman and the olive trees.’ (See D&C 101:43-61) In this parable the watchmen on the Tower is likened to ‘all mine Israel’ (D&C 101:12), and the Tower represents ‘Zion’:

D&C 101:47-50 extracts: “…And set watchmen and began to build a tower. And while they were yet laying the foundation thereof, they began to say among themselves: What need hath my Lord of this tower, seeing this is a time of peace? Might not this money be given to the exchangers; for there is no need of these things? And while they were at variance one with another, they became very slothful. And they hearkened not unto the commandments of their Lord.” 
The Lord warns His saints not to hesitate in following His counsel to establish Zion, because they live in a time of peace: 
D&C 101:8: “In the day of peace they esteemed lightly my counsel; but, in the day of their trouble, of necessity they feel after me.” 
It is imperative that leaders follow the commandments of the Lord to purchase the scared land when the time for the Redemption of Zion arrives. 
D&C 63:29-31: “Wherefore the land of Zion shall not be obtained but by purchase or by blood, otherwise there is none inheritance for you; And if by purchase, behold you are blessed; and if by blood as you are forbidden to shed blood, lo, your enemies are upon you, and ye shall be scourged from city to city and from synagogue (meetinghouse) to synagogue, and but few shall stand to receive an inheritance. See D&C 58:53

Concerning safety it states in proverbs: Proverbs 1:33: “But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely and shall be quiet from fear of evil.” 
It is important to prepare in advance for that which is to come:
D&C 29:8: “Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they (the saints) shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked. ” See Isa 54:10-14 and Isa 60:18
It is Time for Zion when the Nations reach the Fullness of Iniquity

There comes a time when the wickedness of man becomes so great, that the righteous indignation of a loving Heavenly Father is called forth, to bring correction to His wayward children. The world becomes an unfit place for Heavenly Father to send His Spirit children, because of the                   all-encompassing wickedness. They do not have a reasonable chance to be reared in a beneficial environment. As John the revelator saw in vision, the combined sins of Babylon affecting all nations reaches unto Heaven: 
Revelations 18:5: “For her sins have reached unto heaven and God hath remembered her iniquities”. See also Revelations 18:3-4; 2 Nephi 28:16-19 
The wicked conditions that will exist in the last days are well recorded in scripture. (See 2 Tim 3:1-7; Mormon 8:31; 1 Cor 6:9.) Drug taking is now a plaque that affects all levels of society. Sexual sins of all description abound making it truly like Sodom and Gomorrah. Crime is prevalent and increased violence puts the lives of ordinary citizens in jeopardy. The land itself becomes defiled by such wickedness: 
Leviticus 18:24-25: “Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things; for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you; and the land is defiled; therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants.” See Lev 18: 20, 22; Numbers 30:33-34
Even the earth becomes pained by the wickedness of man: 
Moses 7: 48: “And it came to pass hat Enoch looked upon the earth; and he heard a voice from the bowels thereof, saying: ‘Wo wo is me, the mother of men; I am pained, I am weary, because of the wickedness of my children. When shall I rest, and be cleansed from the filthiness which is gone forth out of me? When will my Creator sanctify me that I may rest, and righteousness for a season abide upon my face”?
The Saviour taught that the same conditions that existed at the time of the flood would also be found in the last days. (Matt 24:37). These conditions are recorded in the book of Moses: 
Moses 8: 28, 30: “The earth was corrupt before God, and it was filled with violence…. and God said unto Noah; the end of all flesh is come before me, for the earth is filled with violence, and behold I will destroy all flesh from off the earth.” 
It is increasingly difficult for those rearing families to avoid being in financial bondage, due to the price of property and the other necessities required. Parents who now both have to work find it stressful in balancing their time for children, and the time required in obtaining sufficient money to live. In Babylon all things centre on the obtaining of wealth and goods, to the exclusion of the things of the Spirit. Is this the type of society that Heavenly Father wants for His children and especially for those who have embraced the Everlasting covenant of the Gospel? The voice of the Lord will soon be heard for His people to come out of Babylon: 
D&C 133:7, 14: “...The time has come when the voice of the Lord is unto you: ‘Go ye out of Babylon; gather ye out from among the nations, from the four winds, from one end of Heaven to the other. Go ye out from among the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon’” 
It is Time for Zion when the Gospel has been taken to all Gentile Nations

Gentile Nations: The period of time from the restoration of the gospel to the Gathering to Zion is known as the ‘Times of the Gentiles’. (D&C 45:28-29) After this period when the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled the Gospel will be taken to the Jewish people. (See D&C 45:25, 30)
When the scriptures state “And this gospel shall be preached unto every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people” the Lord is referring to the Gentile nations, because this is the time of the Gentiles. The Gentile nations according to the meaning given in the Doctrine and Covenants are those nations, which have had Christianity in one form, or another introduced to them as a preparation to receive the gospel message. These nations have a scattering of the House of Israel amongst them. 
Heathen Nations: like India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia, China, and the Arab nations, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Jordon and Egypt etc are those whose main religion is not Christianity. The scriptures teach that the Heathen nations will mostly have their opportunity to receive the gospel after the Second Coming, although a few converts will be made in these lands: 
D&C 45:54: “And then (that is after the Second Coming) shall the Heathen nations be redeemed, and they that knew no law shall have part in the first resurrection; and it shall be tolerable for them.” (See D&C 45: 47-53 with reference to the Second Coming; see D&C 90:9-10; D&C 75:22)
The Gospel will be preached to all nations of the Gentiles before the time of the Gathering to Zion: 
D&C 133:8: “Send forth the elders of my church unto the nations which are afar off; unto the islands of the sea; send forth unto foreign lands; call upon the Gentiles, and then upon the Jews 
(See D&C 107:33-35; 88:84; 90:9; 14:10; 18:26; 19: 27; 21:12; 112:4, 133:8; ) 
It is from the Gentile nations generally that the saints will be gathered to Zion: 
D&C 133:12: “Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion.” 

With the fall of the ‘Iron Curtain’ which has allowed the preaching of the Gospel to the Eastern European countries, all Gentile nations throughout the earth are now receiving the opportunity to hear the message of salvation. The vast increase in the number of missionaries in recent years, has accelerated the preaching of the gospel, and has resulted in converts in all the Gentile nations. This work will still be in progress when the Lord finally decides it is time to cut it short in righteousness:
D&C 52:11: “For thus saith the Lord, I will cut my work short in righteousness, for the days come that I will send judgement unto victory”. (See D&C 52:43; 84:97; 109:59)
Lamanites: In the Doctrine and Covenants the Lamanites are sometimes referred to as part of the remnant of the Jews, because they originate from the same area. (See D&C 19:27; 57:4 see also footnote 4b) 
D&C 49:24-25: “But before the great Day of the Lord shall come, Jacob shall flourish in the wilderness, and the Lamanites shall blossom as the rose. Zion shall flourish upon the hills and rejoice upon the mountains, and shall be assembled together unto the place, which I have appointed.”  

The Saviour speaking to the Nephites explained that when their descendents accepted the Gospel in the latter days then the time for the gathering to the land of their inheritance would be near: 
3 Nephi 21:7: “And when these things come to pass that thy seed shall begin to know these things-it shall be a sign unto them that they may know that the work of the Father hath already commenced unto the fulfilling of the covenant which He hath made unto the people who are of the House of Israel.” 
This covenant is the Gathering of Israel to Zion the New Jerusalem in the last days 
3 Nephi 21:28-29: “Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father among all nations in preparing the way whereby His people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance. And they shall go out from all nations; and they shall not go out in haste nor by flight, for I will go before them, saith the Father, and I will be their rearward.” (See 3 Nephi 20:12-14; 3 Nephi 20:29)
Over the last several decades there has been a literal fulfilment of the prophecy that the “Lamanites shall blossom as the rose”.  The first stake in South America was created in 1960. The growth of the Church in South and Central America, and the islands of the sea like Samoa, Fiji and Tahiti has been phenomenal involving many Lamanites. 
It is Time for Zion when all Members Have Access to Temple Ordinances
The Doctrine and Covenants teaches that it is necessary for the priesthood to receive the endowment as a vital preparation for the Redemption of Zion:  
D&C 105:11-13: “And this cannot be brought to pass until mine elders are endowed with power from on High. For behold, I have prepared a great endowment and blessing to be poured out among them, inasmuch as they are faithful and continue in humility before me. Therefore, it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season, for the Redemption of Zion”
The spiritual strength received from being in the House of the Lord assists greatly in the sanctification process which is an essential preparation for the Redemption of Zion: 
D&C 105:31: “But first let my army become very great, and let it be sanctified before me…”

D&C 43:16: “And ye are to be taught from on high. Sanctify yourselves and ye shall be endowed with power that ye may give even as I have spoken”
Since the saints will come out of all Gentile nations to Gather to Zion it is therefore important that members have reasonable access to Temples in those nations. In the 1950’s Temples began to be  built outside of North America. The first Temple in the Europe area was built in Switzerland in 1955, in Australasian area, New Zealand in 1958, in South America, Brazil in 1978, in Asia, Japan in 1980, and in Central America, Mexico in 1983. Due to the vast expansion in the building of Temples worldwide in recent years most members now have reasonable access to a House of God. This is another testament that the time for the Redemption of Zion is drawing near. 
Faith, Diligence and Prayer will be required when the Set Time for Zion Arrives

When the time for Zion arrives, it will still require faith in the doctrines pertaining to Zion and obedience to the will of God to bring about its accomplishment. It is therefore vital that the correct doctrine on this subject is firmly established, accepted, and taught to the Saints.
The Lord works according to the faith and prayers of His people. He has given all the revelations that are required to commence the Redemption of Zion. It is therefore dependent upon the exercise of faith in those revelations to bring them to pass. The Lord will not move matters forward and open doors concerning Zion if the saints and their leaders do not first ask Him. Members will not ask unless they first accept the truth as taught in the scriptures on this subject and have a full understanding of the term Zion. The exercise of faith is dependent upon having correct knowledge. False doctrine can destroy faith. 
See “An Attempt to Resolve the Contrasting Teachings of Two Apostles”
When members of the Church have all they need in wealth, security, health, education, and position in the world, there can develop a reluctance to jeopardise those circumstances in a time of peace, by taking the steps necessary to redeem Zion. The children of Israel in Egypt were happy with their circumstances for several hundred years until change was forced upon them. (See Exodus 6:4-7)
The church will receive the condemnation and persecution of the world when it seeks to establish the United Order upon the consecrated lands. The purchase of property and gathering in one area will become a major news event. Concerning organising the Kingdom of God “upon the consecrated land” and establishing “the children of Zion upon the laws and commandments the Lord explains the recipe for success: 
D&C 103:35-36 “All victory and glory is brought to pass unto you through your diligence, faithfulness, and prayers of faith.”
D&C 104:82: “And inasmuch as ye are humble and faithful and call upon my name behold; I will give you the victory.”  

The exercise of faith is essential in the accomplishment of all righteous endeavours including Zion: 
D&C 35:11: “And the time speedily cometh that great things are to be shown forth unto the children of men; but without faith shall not anything be shown forth except desolations upon Babylon.” 
The purchase of the appointed lands in a time of peace requires faith in Zion as a place of preparation for the difficult circumstances that are prophesied to happen in the future. 
The Saints are warned however that the sin of omission can have serious consequences: 
D&C 101:97-98: “Let not that which I have appointed be polluted by mine enemies, by the consent of those who call themselves after my name. For this is a very sore and grievous sin against me, and against my people, in consequence of those things which I have decreed, and which are soon to befall the nations”.  (See D&C 58:52-53; D&C 63:25-34)
When the time comes for the Redemption of Zion may it not be said of Latter-Day Saints in this day as was said of the Saints in the 1830’s: 
D&C 101:7-8: “They were slow to hearken unto the voice of the lord their God; therefore, the Lord their God is slow to hearken unto their prayers, to answer them in the day of their trouble. In the day of their peace they esteemed lightly my counsel; but, in the day of their trouble, of necessity they feel after me.” 
It is hoped that Latter-day-Saints will exercise the faith that will realize the great blessings the Lord has in store for His people:
D&C 52:42-43: “And thus, even as I have said, if ye are faithful ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies. But Behold, I, the Lord, will hasten the City in its time, and will crown the faithful with joy and with rejoicing.”
Desire and Responsibility

The Desire to Create Zion
Isaiah 62:1: “For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.” 

Such was the concern for Zion of ancient prophets like Isaiah. It is only the ‘willing and obedient’, and those who ‘seek it with all their hearts’, who will assist in bringing Zion to reality. 
Joseph Smith declared: “We ought to have the building of Zion as our greatest object.” (Teachings Page 160)
The Psalmist declared: Psalms 53:6: “Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! When God bringeth back the captivity of His people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.”
The Lord has said concerning the desires of His children for Zion:
D&C 38:18-19: “And I hold forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a Land of Promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse when the Lord cometh; and I will give it unto you for the Land of your Inheritance, if you seek it with all your hearts.” 
D&C 64:34: “Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the willing and obedient shall eat the good of the Land of Zion in these last days.”

Since none are absolved from the responsibility to assist in the bringing forth of Zion members should individually assess their personal desire in seeking to make it happen. Joseph Smith was commended of the Lord for his desire to see the Zion of God come forth: 
D&C 21:7-8: “For thus saith the Lord God; Him have I inspired to move the cause of Zion in mighty power for good, and his diligence I know, and his prayers I have heard. Yea, his weeping for Zion I have seen, and I will cause that he shall mourn for her no longer.” 

President Marion G. Romney spoke at General Conference of the importance of gaining a vision of the future Zion: 
“I hope we are all familiar with these words of the Lord and with his predictions concerning other coming events such as the building of the New Jerusalem and the redemption of the old, the return of Enoch’s Zion, and Christ’s Millennial reign. Not only do I hope that we are familiar with these coming events, I hope also that we keep the vision of them continually before our minds. This I do because upon knowledge of them and an assurance of their reality, and a witness that each of us may have part therein rests the efficacy of Christ’s admonition, ‘be not troubled’.”
1966 General Conference Page 53 ‘Be Not Troubled’

President Spencer W. Kimball stated: “For many years we have been taught that one important end result of our labours, hopes, and aspirations is the building of a latter-day Zion, a Zion characterized by love, harmony, and peace--a Zion in which the Lord’s children are one.”  Ensign March 1985 pages 3-5
The Lord has said that each of His children should be anxiously engaged in a good cause: 
D&C 58:27-28: “Verily I say, men should be anxiously engaged in a good cause, and do many things of their own free will, and bring to pass much righteousness; for the power is in them, wherein they are agents unto themselves.”

What greater cause can there be than the bringing forth of Zion, which serves as a bridgehead to the Second Coming of the Saviour, and as a stepping stone to the great Millennium.
The Saints are agents unto themselves and have the freedom to choose what doctrine they believe and which covenants they will keep with consequences attached. The Lord has said: 
D&C 101:78: “That every man may act in doctrine and principle pertaining to futurity, according to the moral agency which I have given unto him, that every man may be accountable for his own sins in the day of judgement.” 
The Lord gives His people the agency to choose in connection with the Gathering to Zion. The saints need to have a willingness to be guided in ‘a right and proper way’.
D&C 101:63-64: “I will show unto you wisdom in me concerning all the churches, inasmuch as they are willing to be guided in a right and proper way for their salvation-that the work of the gathering of my saints may continue, that I may build them up unto my name upon Holy Places; for the time of harvest is come, and my word must needs be fulfilled.” (See D&C 105:37; D&C 101:75; D&C 103:5-8)
The Responsibility to bring forth Zion-the New Jerusalem
As in all the work of God it will take faith to accomplish His purposes in the Redemption of Zion. The Saints will need to obey the commandments pertaining to Zion to bring this about: 
D&C 35:24: “Keep all the commandments and covenants by which ye are bound; and I will cause the heavens to shake for your good, and Satan shall tremble, and Zion shall rejoice upon the hills and flourish” 
The exercise of faith is first dependent on the acceptance of true doctrine pertaining to Zion as revealed in the scriptures. Satan will do all in his power to deceive Priesthood holders and endeavour to blind their minds concerning the truth: 
D&C 78:10: “Otherwise Satan seeketh to turn their hearts away from the truth that they become blinded and understand not the things which are prepared for them.” 

Each person has a responsibility to accept the truth in its entirety: 
D&C 93:24: “And truth is knowledge of things as they are, and as they were, and as they are to come.” 
Anything less than this is not of God but of the Devil: 
D&C 93:25: “And whatsoever is more or less than this is the spirit of that wicked one who was a liar from the beginning.” 
D&C 50:25: “And again, verily I say unto you, and I say it that you may know the truth, that you may chase darkness from among you.” 
The reason that Satan wishes to turn the hearts of the people away from the truth concerning Zion is that he knows it is the vital preparation for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ and the Millennium when he will be bound. 
D&C 43:30-31: “For the great Millennium, of which I have spoken by the mouth of my servants, shall come. For Satan, shall be bound, and when he is loosed again, he shall only reign for a little season, and then cometh the end of the earth.”
D&C 45:55: “And Satan shall be bound, that he shall have no place in the hearts of the children of men.”
It is the responsibility of members to follow the counsel of the Lord to accomplish what is required in the bringing forth of Zion: 
D&C 105:37: “And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive, they shall have power after many days to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion.”
When the Church follows the direction of the Lord it will have the power to create Zion:

D&C 101:100: “Nevertheless, I do not say they shall not dwell thereon; for inasmuch as they bring forth fruit and works meet for my Kingdom they shall dwell thereon.” 
It was not expected of the early saints to fully establish Zion permanently for they had little experience in what was required. It was their responsibility to lay the foundation and bring forth the revelations that were required for the future.  The Lord was sympathetic towards their efforts even though they ended in failure: 
D&C 101:3: “Yet I will own them, and they shall be mine in that day when I shall come to make up my jewels” 
It was the task of the early saints to bring forth the revelations and prepare the ground, for a later generation of saints who would: “Be prepared and…taught more perfectly, and have experience, and know more perfectly concerning their duty, and the things which I require at their hands”. D&C 105:10:
The early saints were honoured in laying the foundation: 

D&C 58:7: “And also that you might be honoured in laying the foundation and in bearing record of the land upon which the Zion of God will stand.”
The Lord has made a decree (law) concerning Zion which is just as much fully in force today as it was the day it was given:
D&C 103:11: “I have decreed that your brethren which have been scattered shall return to the lands of their inheritances, and shall build up the waste places of Zion” 
The Saviour then explains how this decree will be realized:
D&C 103:5: “But verily I say unto you, that I have decreed a decree which my people shall realize inasmuch as they hearken from this very hour unto the counsel which I, the Lord their God, shall give unto them.” 

What is that counsel?  
D&C 101:74: “And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel, they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion” 
This is the way the church will fulfil the Lord’s mandate to be prepared:  
D&C 101:68-70, 72: “Nevertheless, as I have said unto you in a former commandment (See D&C 63:24-36) ….let all things be prepared before you. And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things-Which saith or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion….verily I say unto you, let all the churches gather together all their moneys; let these things be done in their time, but not in haste; and observe to have all things prepared before you”  
D&C 101:99: “Therefore, it is my will that my people should claim, and hold claim upon that which I have appointed unto them, though they should not be permitted to dwell thereon.” 
In this way the final call to meet the Bridegroom is heard: 
D&C 133: 10: “Awake and arise and go forth to meet the Bridegroom; behold and lo, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Prepare yourselves for the Great Day of the Lord” 

The Lord emphasizes the importance of this preparation:  
D&C 133:19: “Wherefore, prepare ye for the coming of the Bridegroom; go ye out to meet Him” 
D&C 133:11: “Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour” 
Thus, the Saints should strive to be prepared at all times by following the counsel given.
Warning of Failure

Leaders and members alike are warned of the consequences of failure to exercise sufficient faith in following the counsel of the Lord as it pertains to Zion because of complacency. 
D&C 41:1: “Hearken and hear, O ye my people, saith the Lord and your God ye whom I delight to bless with the greatest of all blessings, ye that hear me; and ye that hear me not will I curse, that have professed my name, with the heaviest of all cursings.” 
D&C 101:8; “In the day of their peace they esteemed lightly my counsel; but, in the day of their trouble, of necessity they feel after me.” 
D&C 101: 48, 50: “And consulted for a long time saying among themselves: What need hath my Lord of this Tower (Zion), seeing this is a time of peace?......and while they were at variance one with another, they became very slothful, and they hearkened not unto the commandments of their Lord” 
The saints cannot be passive and allow others to inhabit the appointed lands without offending God:

D&C 101:97: “Let not that which I have appointed be polluted by mine enemies by the consent of those who call themselves after my name.”  
When Zion is redeemed, it will be necessary for members to obey the commandment to gather without hesitation. In this way they will avoid the afflictions that came upon the early saints: 
D&C 101:2, 7: “I, the Lord, have suffered the affliction to come upon them, wherewith they have been afflicted, in consequence of their transgressions…. they were slow to hearken unto the voice of the Lord their God therefore, the Lord their God is slow to hearken unto their prayers, to answer them in the day of their trouble” 
D&C 103:4-6: “And that those who call themselves after my name might be chastened for a little season with a sore and grievous chastisement because they did not hearken altogether unto the precepts and commandments which I have given them. But verily I say unto you, that I have decreed a decree, which my people shall realize, inasmuch as they hearken from this very hour unto the counsel which I, the Lord their God, shall give unto them. Behold they shall, for I have decreed it, begin to prevail against mine enemies from this very hour. (see  D&C 105:2-3, 8-9)
The Lord has counselled that the Land of Zion the New Jerusalem can be obtained by either one of two ways. By the Saints willingly using their agency to follow the counsel of the Lord in a time of peace, or by being forced upon them of necessity in a time of great turmoil when lives are at risk: 
D&C 63: 29-36 extracts: “Wherefore, the land of Zion shall not be obtained but by purchase or by blood, otherwise there is none inheritance for you. And if by purchase, behold you are blessed; and if by blood…. your enemies are upon you….and but few shall stand to receive an inheritance. I, the Lord am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; and the saints also shall hardly escape......Wherefore, seeing that I the lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion” 
There are no easy options and if they are not prepared the saints will suffer with the Babylon:
D&C 64:24: “I will not spare any that remain in Babylon” 
D&C: 124:10: “For the day of my visitation cometh speedily, in an hour when ye think not of; and where shall be the safety of my people, and refuge for those who shall be left of them? 
D&C 97:22, 25-26: “For behold, and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and who shall escape it? Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do all things whatsoever, I have commanded her. But if she observe not to do whatsoever, I have commanded her, I will visit her according to all her works, with sore affliction, with pestilence, with plague, with sword, with vengeance, with devouring fire.”
That choice is for members of the Church, and they are making that choice every day by their desires. Even those who are sustained as apostles and prophets are warned by the Lord not to take lightly the counsel He has given: 
D&C 90:5: “And all they who receive the oracles of God let them beware how they hold them lest they are accounted as a light thing, and are brought under condemnation thereby, and stumble and fall when the storms descend, and the winds blow, and the rains descend, and beat upon their house.”
The Lord will provide the means and all that is necessary to accomplish His purposes. All that is required is for the saints to listen and obey His word given through His Prophet Joseph Smith: 
D&C 101:75: “There is even now already in store sufficient, yea, even an abundance, to redeem Zion, and establish her waste places, no more to be thrown down, were the churches, who call themselves after my name, willing to hearken to my voice.”
I wrote the following in my journal on the 22nd September 2000: “It is obvious that Zion is the major subject of the Doctrine and Covenants. Zion is the process of bringing the Celestial Order to Earth and the Lord will always give commandments towards that purpose when the Holy Priesthood is upon the earth. It is the lack of faith by priesthood holders if they are not bringing about Zion today. They have chosen an alternative course.” 
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