Where is the Land of Zion? 
Where is the Land of Zion as spoken of in the scriptures? 

There are many references in the Doctrine and Covenants that speak of the ‘Land of Zion’ (See D&C 58:6-7; 59:3; 62:2-6; 63:29; 63:36; 64:22; 64:30, 34-35; 69:5-6; 90:28; 101:70-71, 74; 103:22, 24; 133:4, 9) 
This study is about the locality of the land to which these scriptures have reference. 
· See the studies in the folder Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
Teachings re the Land of Zion in the Doctrine and Covenants 
The Doctrine and Covenants teaches in plainness where the Land of Zion will be located.
Throughout all the revelations the Lord refers to Jackson County, Missouri as the Promised Land of Zion or the place where Zion will be built. Other places in America like Kirtland were not referred to as the Land of Zion in the scriptures.

At a conference of the church in Fayette, New York on the Second January 1831, the Lord set forth His desire to give the saints there inheritances in the Land of Promise and thereby fulfil the “covenant which I made with your father Jacob”. (See 3 Nephi 20:22) 
D&C 38:18-20: “And I hold forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a Land of Promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse when the Lord cometh; and I will give it unto you for the land of your inheritance if you seek it with all your hearts. And this shall be my covenant with you, ye shall have it for the land of your inheritance, and for the inheritance of your children, while the earth shall stand, and ye shall possess it again in eternity, no more to pass away.”
The Land of Zion is the land of inheritance or promise for the Saints before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ if they seek it with a strong desire.  

Elder Dyer counsellor to the first Presidency stated:

“Thus, by the divine will of God and His beloved Son, we have come to know of the significance and future greatness of the place we call Independence, and the County of Jackson in Missouri, which is near the geographic center of America, designated as the center place of Zion.” (Book “The Refiners Fire” page 96)

The Location of the Land of Zion Revealed

The exact location of this Land of Promise, in which the New Jerusalem would be located, was revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith by revelation over a period of time. At Kirtland, Ohio in February 1831 the Lord told him to ask for the specific area where it was to be built:
D&C 42:61-62: “If thou shalt ask, thou shalt receive revelation upon revelation, knowledge upon knowledge…Thou shalt ask, and it shall be revealed unto you in mine own due time where the New Jerusalem shall be built.”

A few months earlier the Lord had given some indication where the City Zion would be located: 
D&C 28:9: “And now behold I say unto you that it is not revealed, and no man knoweth where the City Zion shall be built, but it shall be given hereafter, Behold, I say unto you that it shall be on the borders by the Lamanites.” 
Then in June 1831 at a conference in Kirtland the Lord declared that the land of Missouri was to be the consecrated place for the inheritance of the saints: 
D&C 52:2: “I the Lord will make known unto you what I will that ye shall do from this time until the next conference, which shall be in Missouri, upon the land which I will consecrate unto my people, which are a remnant of Jacob, and those who are heirs according to the covenant”
D&C 52:42: “And thus, even as I have said, if ye are faithful ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies.” 

Knowing that Missouri was to be the Promised Land the Prophet subsequently received the following revelation detailing the exact location and centre place of the City of Zion: 
D&C 57:1-4: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, who have assembled yourselves together, according to my commandments, in this land, which is the land of Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of the saints. Wherefore, this is the Land of Promise, and the place for the City of Zion. And thus saith the Lord your God, if you will receive wisdom here is wisdom. Behold, the place which is now called Independence is the centre place; and a spot for the temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not far from the courthouse. Wherefore it is wisdom that the land should be purchased by the saints… that they may obtain it for an everlasting inheritance”. 

Additional Scriptures that refer to the ‘Land of Zion’
Doctrine and Covenants

D&C 58:6-7: “Behold, verily I say unto you for this cause I have sent you that you might be obedient, and that your hearts might be prepared to bear testimony of the things which are to come; and also that you might be honoured in laying the foundation, and in bearing record of the land upon which the Zion of God shall stand.”
D&C 62:2-6: “And verily mine eyes are upon those who have not as yet gone up unto the Land of Zion…And now continue your journey. Assemble yourselves upon the Land of Zion…. and then you may return…Behold, I, the Lord have brought you together… that the faithful among you should be preserved and rejoice together in the land of Missouri.

D&C 63:36: “Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the Land of Zion”

D&C 64:22: “And after that day, I the Lord, will not hold any guilty that shall go with an open heart up to the Land of Zion; for I, the Lord, require the hearts of the children of men”

D&C 64:30: “And He hath set you to provide for His saints in these last days, that they may obtain an inheritance in the Land of Zion”

D&C 64:34-35: “Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the willing and obedient shall eat the good of the Land of Zion in these last days. And the rebellious shall be cut off out of the Land of Zion, and shall be sent away, and shall not inherit the land”

D&C 101:70-71: “Which saith, or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the Land of Zion…all the land which can be purchased in Jackson County and the counties round about…”
D&C 103:11-13: “But verily I say unto you, I have decreed that your brethren which have been scattered shall return to the lands of their inheritances, and shall build up the waste places of Zion.” 
D&C 103:22: “Gather yourselves together unto the Land of Zion, upon the land which I have bought with money that has been consecrated unto me.”
D&C 103:24: “And inasmuch as mine enemies come against you to drive you from the goodly land, which I have consecrated to be the Land of Zion, even from your own lands…” (See also D&C 66:6; 68:32; 69:1; 5-6, 8; 90:28; 103:30, 34 for Land of Zion)
Concerning Missouri being the promised Land of Zion Elder Alvin R. Dyer who became a counsellor to the First Presidency under the administration of President David O’McKay stated in his book ‘The Refiner’s Fire’

Elder Alvin R. Dyer “Refiners Fire”

Page 49: “The real purpose of this volume is to awaken concern, more particularly, to that which is yet to come in the future of Zion—to the fulfillment of the divine covenants and promises of God concerning the final gathering of the Saints and the building of the City of Zion, the New Jerusalem, from whence “the law shall go forth”, which during the millennium, shall govern the nations of the earth from the “center place of Zion”, and where the Son of God, the Redeemer of the world, will live and reign upon the earth for 1000 years.

According to the commandments from God, the saints came to Jackson County, the land of promise, to lay the foundation of God’s great latter-day work, and to bear record to the world of the dedication and consecration of this area of land where the Zion of God shall stand in the last days to culminate his work among men upon the earth, with a righteous people whom He will gather.”

Page 88/89: After quoting D&C 105:35-37 of which V37 states “And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive, they shall have power after many days to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion” Elder Dyer states:

“Thus, we have learned by the will of the Lord that notwithstanding the conditions of exile imposed upon the Saints of God in their expulsion from the consecrated lands of Missouri-an exile that will continue for the time being-yet in the time of the Lord, Zion, in the center place will be redeemed.

Jackson County, Missouri is the covenant and promised land of inheritance; Independence is the center place of Zion. There are also sacred and holy lands in Missouri to the North at Far West, Caldwell County, and Adam-ondi-Ahman, Daviess County. These have also been consecrated to be cities of Zion and have not been moved out of their places of future dwelling for the Saints of God. With this exile, as is the pattern of chastisement for all of the seed of the House of Israel, from the beginning, the plan of God has not been frustrated. Missouri is a consecrated land unto God, and will yet fulfill its prophetic and divine destiny. 

In Jackson County, at the center place, in the due time of the Lord will be built the City of the New Jerusalem, at the center of which, where the Lord will appear, will be erected the Temple of the New Jerusalem, with its complex. The appearance of the Lord in the Temple, will usher in the period of millennial reign, and will be the central gathering place for the faithful and obedient children of God from throughout the world.”

Page 98: When the final gathering of the Saints….. it will center at Independence in Jackson County, Missouri, called by the lord the “center place,” for there will be the ‘mountain of the Lord’s house.” From this center the law shall go forth from Zion”.

Page 102: “Later in February of 1831, concerning the building of the New Jerusalem, and the Temple of that city, the Lord proclaimed: 

“And for the purpose of purchasing lands for the public benefit of the church, and building houses of worship, and building up of the New Jerusalem which is hereafter to be revealed-that my covenant people may be gathered in one in that day when I shall come to my Temple. And this I do for the salvation of my people.” D&C 42:35-36 
“Here the Lord shall establish His earth headquarters, His dwelling place on earth, and thus the mountain of the Lord’s house, to be exalted above all other kingdoms, houses, or mountains of men, shall be established. From this central point, the Temple of the New Jerusalem, shall go forth the law to govern all mankind upon the earth to that time of the millennial reign of Christ.” 
Elder Mark E. Petersen “The Great Prologue”

Elder Mark E Petersen of the Twelve stated: “The great modern City of New Jerusalem will be built in Jackson County, Missouri, in the heartland of America. That is what the centuries of preparation were all about. The Prophet Joseph declared that “the whole of America is Zion itself from north to south, and is described by the Prophets, who declare that it is the Zion where the mountain of the Lord should be, and that it should be in the centre of the land.”
Jackson County is equidistant from coast to coast and from border to border in the United States. It is the centre of the land, and there the city of Zion, or the New Jerusalem, will be built, a place of refuge and peace for the latter days.” The Great Prologue by Elder Mark E. Petersen page 106
Further Examples of Names given to the Land of Zion

“The Appointed Place” see D&C 57:1; D&C 101:20-21; D&C 109:39

“The Consecrated Land” See D&C 52:2; D&C 57:1, D&C 103:35; D&C 105:15; 115:7

“The City of our God” See D&C 97:19

“The Goodly Land” See D&C 103:20

“A Spot of Land, Very Choice” D&C 101:44

“Holy Place” D&C 101:64, D&C 87:8; D&C 45:32; D&C 115:7

“The New Jerusalem, a Land of Peace, a City of Refuge, a Place of Safety” D&C 45:66

“The Land of your Inheritance” D&C 38:20; D&C 52:42 plus many references

“A Land of Promise” D&C 57:2

“The Lands of the Heritage of God” D&C 58:17
“A Land Flowing with Milk and Honey” D&C 38:18
The Book of Mormon testifies that America is a Land of Promise for the Future Inheritance of Israel
The ancient Prophets of the American continent stated that America was a ‘Land of Promise’, ‘a Land choice above all other lands’, ‘a Land of Inheritance’ for the descendents of Jacob and the converted Gentiles who accept the gospel. It is a Promised Land because it is where the Zion of God will one day be established starting in the centre of the land with the building of the City of Zion or the New Jerusalem. 
The Prophet Joseph Smith declared: 

“You know there has been great discussion in relation to Zion–where it is, and where the gathering of the dispensation is, and which I am now going to tell you. The prophets have spoken and written upon it; but I will make a proclamation that will cover a broader ground. The whole of America is Zion itself from north to south, and is described by the Prophets, who declare that it is the Zion where the mountain of the Lord should be, and that it should be in the center of the land. When Elders shall take up and examine the old prophecies in the Bible, they will see it.”  (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, HC 6:318)

The following scriptures from the Book of Mormon give the same message that the Prophet Joseph was conveying to the saints in 1844: 
1 Nephi 2:20: “And inasmuch as ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall prosper, and shall be led to a Land of Promise; yea, a land which is choice above all lands”  
2 Nephi 1:5: “We have obtained a Land of Promise, a land which is choice above all other lands; a land which the Lord God hath covenanted with me should be a land for the inheritance of my seed. Yea, the Lord hath covenanted this land unto me, and to my children forever, and also all those who should be led out of other countries by the hand of the Lord” 
2 Nephi 10:19: “Wherefore, I will consecrate this land unto thy seed, and them who shall be numbered among thy seed, forever, for the Land of their Inheritance; for it is a choice land, saith the Lord God, above all other lands, wherefore I will have all men that dwell thereon that they shall worship me, saith God” 
Ether 1:42: “…..And there will I meet thee, and I will go before thee into a land which is choice above all the lands of the earth.”
Ether 2:7-12: “And the Lord would not suffer that they should stop beyond the sea in the wilderness, but he would that they should come forth even unto the Land of Promise, which was choice above all other lands, which the Lord God had preserved for a righteous people. And he had sworn in His wrath unto the Brother of Jared that whoso should possess this Land of Promise, from that time henceforth and forever, should serve him, the true and only God, or they should be swept off when the fulness of His wrath should come upon them. 
And now, we can behold the decrees of God concerning this land, that it is a land of promise; and whatsoever nation shall possess it shall serve God, or they shall be swept off when the fulness of His wrath shall come upon them. And the fulness of His wrath cometh upon them when they are ripened in iniquity. For behold, this is a land which is choice above all other lands; wherefore he that doth possess it shall serve God or shall be swept off; for it is the everlasting decree of God. And it is not until the fulness of iniquity among the children of the land, that they are swept off. 

And this cometh unto you, O ye Gentiles, that ye may know the decrees of God--that ye may repent, and not continue in your iniquities until the fulness come, that ye may not bring down the fulness of the wrath of God upon you as the inhabitants of the land have hitherto done. Behold, this is a choice land, and whatsoever nation shall possess it shall be free from bondage, and from captivity, and from all other nations under heaven, if they will but serve the God of the land, who is Jesus Christ, who hath been manifested by the things which we have written.”
The Land of America is Promised to the House of Joseph

Ether 13:6, 8: “And that a New Jerusalem should be built up upon this land, unto the remnant of the seed of Joseph…wherefore, the remnant of the house of Joseph shall be built upon this land; and it shall be a land of their inheritance; and they shall build up a Holy City unto the Lord, like unto the Jerusalem of old”

The Saviour spoke of the House of Joseph and the righteous Gentiles who are adopted into the House of Israel being established in the land of America 

3 Nephi 15:12-13: “Ye are my disciples; and ye are a light unto this people, who are a remnant of the House of Joseph. And behold, this is the land of your inheritance; and the Father hath given it unto you”.
3 Nephi 16:13, 16: “But if the Gentiles will repent and return unto me, saith the Father, behold they shall be numbered among my people, O house of Israel….verily, verily, I say unto you, thus hath the Father commanded me-that I should give unto this people this land for their inheritance”
3 Nephi 20:21-22: “And it shall come to pass that I will establish my people, O House of Israel. And behold this people will I establish in this land, unto the fulfilling of the covenant which I made with your father Jacob; and it shall be a New Jerusalem….”

3 Nephi 21:22-24: “But if they (The Gentiles) will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will establish my church among them, and they shall come in unto the covenant and be numbered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance; and they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, that they may build a City, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they (The Gentiles) assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem”

Commenting on the rights of heirs, President Joseph Fielding Smith taught: 
“Every person who embraces the Gospel becomes of the House of Israel. In other words they become members of the chosen lineage or Abraham’s children through Isaac and Jacob unto whom the promises were made. As descendents of Joseph, modern day members of the Lord’s church inherit the blessings promised to Joseph’s posterity. That is why the Lord has promised those of his latter-day church an inheritance in the land promised to Joseph’s posterity with its “centre place” in Missouri.”

Doctrines of Salvation 3:246

America today is still a land of promise, a choice land, because the Lord has appointed and identified the place where His Zion will be established in the centre of the land. 
Places to Gather until the Redemption of Zion.

After the Saints were expelled from Missouri the elders were exhorted to wait for the Redemption of Zion until all the Temple ordinances were available: 
D&C 105:9-11: “Therefore in consequence of the transgressions of my people, it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait a little season for the Redemption of Zion. that they themselves may be prepared, and that my people may be taught more perfectly, and have experience, and know more perfectly concerning their duty, and the things which I require at their hands. And this cannot be brought to pass until mine elders are endowed with power from on high.” 
The Lord explained that the Church in its infancy could not yet accomplish the Redemption of Zion. It would have to wait until it had sufficient strength in numbers and in spirituality

D&C 105:31: “But first let my army become very great, and let it be sanctified before me, that it may become fair as the sun, and clear as the moon, and that her banners may be terrible unto all nations”.
All of this would take time as the Lord indicated: D&C 105:37: “And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive, they shall have power after many days to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion” 
In the Meantime

What were the saints to do in the meantime? The Lord gave the answer in the same revelation: 
D&C 105:24-26: “But carefully gather together, as much in one region as can be, consistently with the feelings of the people; and behold, I will give unto you favour and grace in their eyes that you may rest in peace and safety…......until the army of Israel becomes very great” 
Even though the saints were unable to gather to the “appointed lands” the principle of gathering for peace and safety was still enshrined as a sacred principle to which the saints should adhere. This gathering of necessity would be in alternative regions to that of the appointed place until such times as Zion could be redeemed.

It was difficult for the saints to find a gathering place where they could “rest in peace and safety.” Following their expulsion from Jackson County, the saints gathered in Clay County (1833-1836). Persecution followed and they moved to Far West, in Caldwell County (1836-1838), where they established another community. Again, they were forced to move, this time to Illinois, where they established the city of Nauvoo. This became the headquarters and next temporary gathering place for the saints. 

The Lord knowing that persecution would follow again, with the expulsion of the saints from Nauvoo, inspired His Prophet to look West. There the Saints would find the place the Lord had reserved for them until they reached the required strength for the Redemption of Zion. The gathering to the Rocky Mountains in the West was by a people seeking refuge from persecution not the actual gathering to the Land of Zion as spoken in the Doctrine and Covenants. 
Because the saints were called to gather to the Inter –Mountain West this has been classified by some as a Gathering to Zion in its fullest sense. The Saints even attempted to introduce the United Order in Utah, but this only lasted a short period of time. The saints were admonished to leave Babylon and gather to the mountains where they could enjoy the company of the leaders of the church and the full provision of the church programme including the blessing of temples. The leaders obeyed the above quoted scripture D&C 105:24-26 to build strength in one area to lay a foundation for the future expansion of the church. 
In Utah where the headquarters of the church are established there are members who are valiantly striving to live Christ-like lives amidst increasing wickedness. They are the pure in heart, a Zion people who are committed to the gospel. They are ready to answer the call to return to the Land of Zion in Missouri to live under the Law of Zion which is the United Order. The Land of America today is a choice and promised land because it has been chosen by the Lord where He will establish the City of the New Jerusalem.
Zion Not Here Now

In an Ensign article by Roy Doxey he stated: “The context in which the modern revelations reveal information about Zion is the establishment of a centre place in Jackson County, Missouri.” See D&C 52:2, 42, 57:1-4

He further stated in the same article:
“Zion, as envisioned by the prophets, is not here now; but as the Kingdom of God, through the church, spreads out and brings people with a Zion potential into its fold, Zion in its fullness, will come in the due time of the Lord. Preparation continues for that blessed day, when the elect will be prepared for the Saviour’s return to usher in His Millennial reign: but the call will come only when the revelation is received by the Prophet.” See “Zion’s welfare is my portion” by Roy Doxey Ensign Feb 1973 pages 55-57. END
The world as it is today is part of Babylon and that includes area where many Latter-Day Saints are located. In fact it is only through living the full Law of Zion, The Law of Consecration that the saints are able to keep Babylon out of their midst. This is why the world has gradually but increasingly had more and more influence upon the saints throughout the world from the time of Brigham Young to now. It is impossible to keep out the influence of the world without living the fulness of God’s law which includes the United Order.
No Other Place Appointed to be Zion

It is wrong to call other areas the Land of Zion than those appointed by the Lord in scripture. It is as if the Lord knew this would happen for He stated in advance that there would be no change in the location of the appointed place: 
D&C 101:17-20: “Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion-and all these things that the prophets might be fulfilled. And behold, there is none other place appointed than that which I have appointed; neither shall there be any other place appointed than that which I have appointed, for the work of the gathering of my saints.” 
The Lord clearly stated that the redemption of Zion would have to wait for a future time:
D&C 105:9: “Therefore in consequence of the transgressions of my people, it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait a little season for the Redemption of Zion.”

Elder Alvin R. Dyer stated: “The Lord has given assurance in a most glorious manner that Zion will be preserved and her redemption will be wonderful and from her that which will come will be the word of the Lord, and that Jerusalem of old shall also be redeemed.” (Refiners Fire Page 81)  

The Early Saints Laid the Foundation

The Lord stated in scripture that the sacrifice of the early saints would be acceptable in bearing testimony and laying the foundation of Zion for the benefit of future generations. 

D&C 58:5-7: Remember this, which I tell you before, that you may lay it to heart, and receive that which shall follow Behold, verily I say unto you-that you might be obedient, and that your hearts might be prepared to bear testimony of things which are to come. And also that you might be honored in laying the foundation, and in bearing record of the land upon which the Zion of God shall stand” 

Commenting on this scripture Elder Alvin R. Dyer said:

“Surely the Lord knew by His infinite wisdom that the body of the church sent there (Missouri) would not measure up to the principle of consecration which is a law of the Celestial Kingdom; a law that required a United Order. Although there were some who were faithful and obedient to it, yet the members as a whole did not abide the law, and thus were not accepted by the Lord as fulfilling the Law. (See D&C 105:4-5)……..

“The Lord had said unto them that they would be honored in laying the foundation of Zion and in bearing record to the world that God’s work had commenced in the latter days.” (‘The Refiners Fire’ page 82/83 extracts only) End of quote
To another group of Saints who had been commanded by revelation to journey to Missouri and form Zion’s camp The Lord also spoke of laying a foundation for a future time.  
"But all things must come to pass in their time. Wherefore, be not weary in well doing, for ye are laying the foundation of a great work, and out of small things proceedeth that which is great.” (D&C 64:32-33)

Elder Dyer further said of the reason for laying the foundation of Zion: 
“By the actual commencement of and the laying of the foundations of Zion, even though its redemption was not accomplished at that time, it became possible for the priesthood , when organized and sent into all parts of the world, to testify and bear record of the foundation of Zion and of its ultimate redemption as a refuge to which the saints of God could be gathered.” (ibid page 85)
“The ‘commencement’ and ‘laying the foundation’ included the introduction of the Law of Consecration, administered under the United Order. This Celestial law was given to the Saints of God, that there might be established , by its commencement, the conditions of purity of individual purpose that can unite the saints in the common bond of love and fellowship, required by the redemption of Zion. Through this initial procedure, the power of the United Order became known to man. This archetype of righteousness now becomes a condition to be achieved, and it is to be testified to as the way the Lord has given to become part of His kingdom.” (ibid page 87)

“A further evidence of the fact that the Saints who had been asked to go to Jackson county were just to lay the foundation and to commence the work of gathering in the last days is that the keys of gathering which Moses committed to the Prophet were not given until April 3, 1836. This was more than two years after the expulsion in November 1833, of the saints from Jackson county and the tragic experience of Zion’s Camp.” (ibid page 90) 

“The foundation of Zion has been laid by the blood and sacrifice of those who occupied Jackson county, where is located the center place of Zion. The work of gathering was then commenced by the revealed declarations of the Lord unto his servant, the Prophet Joseph Smith. The testimony and record  of those who were honored in participating in laying the foundation is before us and the world, given by the elders who, from the inception of the restoration have now and are now bearing record.” (Ibid page 91)
Law of Consecration Required to Build Zion
To build Zion requires the Law of Consecration under the administration of the United Order. This has not yet been successfully observed by the Latter-Day Saints in this dispensation. 
· See the studies in the folder Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
Any statements therefore that may have been made concerning Utah or the land of America or the stakes of the church being Zion in its fulness are incorrect.
It is important that these truths are fully accepted before the overflowing scourge overtakes the saints with the rest of Babylon (See D&C 45:31) The Doctrine and Covenants teaches in plainness where the land of Zion will be located to which the saints will gather to escape the ‘abomination of desolation’ and in preparation for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.
All of these scriptures refer to the Land of Zion as being in Jackson County, Missouri. They do not refer to the whole of America as the Land of Zion. These scriptures must take preference over a verbatim quote on Zion that was never made scripture. Members should not use the scriptures which refer specifically to the Land of Zion in Missouri as if they refer to the whole of America as for example in D&C 45:66-71 and D&C 82:14
Concerning the statement “The whole of America is Zion” made by the Prophet Joseph at the General Conference in April 1844

“The whole of America is Zion itself from north to south, and is described by the Prophets, who declare that it is the Zion where the mountain of the Lord should be, and that it should be in the centre of the land. When Elders shall take up and examine the old prophecies in the bible, they will see it” History of the Church, 6:318-319

In this statement by the Prophet he clearly states that the Zion would be established in the centre of the land. In the same sermon the Prophet also states that wherever the elders make converts in the choice land of the American Continent the elders can create stakes of Zion meaning stakes of the pure in heart, with the full organisation of the priesthood in preparation for the future Redemption of Zion: “I have received instructions from the Lord that from henceforth wherever the Elders of Israel shall build up churches and branches unto the Lord throughout the states, there shall be a stake of Zion. In the great cities, as Boston, New York etc, there shall be stakes” Ibid
In this statement of the Prophet is not referring to the stakes of Zion that will be set up with the United Order, in the regions round about the central City of Zion, but he is using the term Zion as meaning the pure in heart in the stakes of the church.

Thus, the Prophet was outlining how the church organisation would eventually be found in all areas of the American Continent until the Redemption of Zion and the final gathering to one place. It is interesting to note that it took nearly one hundred years after this statement for the elders to actually establish stakes in Boston and New York. This statement was also made to encourage the saints abroad to gather to the United States as is made evident in the rest of the sermons at this conference. END
Doctrines of the Kingdom vol 111 by Hyrum L. Andrus

Page 308/311: The Cities of Zion

“Besides the City of Zion, other cities of Zion were to be built as part of the great network of communities within the New Jerusalem. Having described the plat of the City of Zion, Joseph Smith wrote: “When this square (i.e. city) is thus laid off and supplied, lay off another in the same way, and so fill up the world in these last days. (DHC. Vol 1 Page 358) When the Prophet laid off a city of Zion, he stated that within it the Saints were to “be organized according to the laws of God” (DHC Vol 3 pages 67-68) This meant that a stake presidency , high council, and bishop would administer the ecclesiastical affairs of the Saints and their social and economic programs in the city. 

Economically, it would be established on the Law of Consecration and Stewardship. City lots would be delegated to heirs, and the religious and social programs of Zion would be put into operation. Implicit in this master plan was an evident awareness of the needs of man in an on-going and complex society. There were also implied insights into the social relations of men in regard to such matters as education, recreation, industry, and agriculture……

Though the cities of Zion had many of the general features of the central Community (city) which Joseph Smith planned to build at Independence Missouri…….they were not identical in their form or municipal arrangement to the center place of Zion. The City of Zion was to be an administrative center, and ultimate design was to gather together all things within the total program of the New Jerusalem and place them under the law to be sent forth from that great center. For this reason the City of Zion had features which were distinct from other cities of Zion which the Prophet laid out and sought to build.

One difference between the City of Zion and its associated communities (cities) was the size and nature of their Temple complexes. Though each subordinate city was to have an administrative center, which included a Temple, a storehouse, and other facilities, these were only designed to serve the needs of the given community, while the administrative center of the City of Zion was for the whole system. The Temple lot at Adam-ondi-Ahman, for example was said to cover 4 acres, compared to the forty five acre complex in the City of Zion. 

In May 1833, Joseph Smith was instructed by revelation to begin organizing “the City of the Stake of Zion….in the land of Kirtland….according to the pattern” which he received from the Lord, beginning at the Temple site. (D&C 94:1-2 (See also D&C 104:40, 48.) Kirtland was referred to as the “first fruits of the cities which the Lord has begun to build unto himself in these last days.” Far West was laid out in Caldwell county in the summer of 1836. Etc

Like other cities of Zion, this was eventually to be a city of refuge for the Saints “from the storm which will soon come upon this generation.” the latter day Seer observed, “and that the brethren may be together, and that they may receive instructions to prepare them for that great day which will come upon this generation as a thief in the night.” (HC vol 3  page 67)

By the time the Saints began to build up Nauvoo, Illinois, in 1839, they had shown their reluctance freely to apply the economic law of Zion, and there was no serious effort made to establish the city on the law of consecration and stewardship. Their failure significantly altered their program……..In describing the City of Zion as the basic pattern for all other cities of Zion Joseph Smith counselled “Let every man live in the city, for this is the city of Zion.” HC 1. P 358 
Under the new system, farmers, artisans, professional men, business men and teachers were to share the cultural aspects of their respective vocations with each other. But more than this, only in such an order could every person have an equal opportunity to acquire the blessings of education and cultural refinement…… The gathering of the Saints “into the Cities appointed,” therefore was viewed as a major factor in the achievement of social equality and justice. This achievement Sidney Rigdon explained, was “the object for which the saints are gathered together.” (Elders Journal p 44
Scriptures Used in this Study

Doctrine and Covenants: 
D&C 28:9; 38:18-20; 42:61-62; 52:2; 52:42; 57:1-4; 58:5-7; 62:2-6; 63:36; 64:22; 64:30; 64:32-33;  64:34-35; 72:5-6; 90:28; 101:17-21; 101:70-71; 103:11-13; 103:22; 103:24;105:9-11; 105:25-26; 105:31; 105:37; 109:60. 
Book of Mormon: 
1 Nephi 2:20; 2 Nephi 1:5; 2 Nephi 10:19; 3 Nephi 15:12-13; 3 Nephi 16:13, 16; 3 Nephi 20:21-22; 3 Nephi 21:22-24; Ether 2:7-12; Ether 13:6, 8. 
Quotes

History of the Church, 6:318-319-Joseph Smith

Doctrines of Salvation 3:246 Joseph Fielding Smith

“Zion’s welfare is my portion” by Roy Doxey Ensign Feb 1973 pages 55-57.
The Great Prologue by Elder Mark E. Petersen page 106
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