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Introduction
The use of the term Zion by leaders of the church makes a fascinating study.

Joseph Smith received revelation upon revelation as the Lord taught him the true concept of Zion-where the appointed place of Zion was located; who would qualify to become a citizen of Zion; and the laws the saints would be required to live to establish Zion These truths came over a period of time but unbeknown to the Prophet and the saints at that time they were only laying the foundation of that which was destined for the future. The Lord who knows the beginning from the end revealed to His chosen servant: 
D&C 58: 5-7: “Remember this, which I tell you before, that you may lay it to heart, and receive that which is to follow. Behold, verily I say unto you, for this cause I have sent you-that you might be obedient, and that your hearts might be prepared to bear testimony of the things which are to come; and also that you might be honoured in laying the foundation, and in bearing record of the land upon which the Zion of God shall stand.” 

Joseph believing Zion was to be established in his time, exercised his faith and brought forth the revelations that would one day be sufficient in the establishment in the future of the New Jerusalem in Missouri. These revelations on Zion in the Doctrine and Covenants are the foundation of all that is required to fulfill the Lord’s commandments to gather to Zion to escape the desolations of the last days. 
The Prophet Joseph’s love for Zion knew no bounds. He was commended of the Lord, for his desire to see the Zion of God come forth in these latter days: 
D&C 21:7-8: “For thus saith the Lord God; Him have I inspired to move the cause of Zion in mighty power for good, and his diligence I know, and his prayers I have heard. Yea, his weeping for Zion I have seen, and I will cause that he shall mourn for her no longer.” 
For a more complete understanding of the term Zion in its fullness see the studies in the folder Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
Understanding the Meaning of the Term Zion

Zion is a Composite Term
Some confusion has arisen because of the composite meaning of the term Zion as explained in the above document. A clear understanding of the term Zion can only be obtained by knowing the essential parts required for its establishment in this generation. The Doctrine and Covenants teaches that Zion is the Pure in Heart, in the Divinely Appointed Place, living by the Law of the Celestial Order, meaning the Law of Consecration. Each part is essential to obtain the glory of Zion.

It is important to realize that there can be no Zion without the Law of Consecration administered under the United Order. This order is designed to bring about equality amongst the saints in their temporal affairs without which there can be no Zion in its fulness. See the study: Zion in its Fullness
The Essential Parts of Zion are:

Zion is the Pure in Heart:

D&C 97:21: “Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion – The Pure in Heart; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn.” 

Zion is a Distinct Place:

D&C 97:19-20: “And the nations of the Earth shall honour her, and shall say: Surely Zion is the City of our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there; and he hath sworn by the power of his might to be her salvation and her high tower.”  

Zion requires the Celestial Law:

D&C 105:5: “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.”  (This refers to The Law of Consecration. (See also D&C 105:4, 29, 32, 34 and D&C 58:19, 82:15, 97:25, 119:1, 3, 5, and 6, D&C 78:4-8)

Hugh Nibley a great advocate of Zion stated: 

Zion is any community in which the Celestial Order prevails.

Zion is the pure in heart, 

But Zion is also a real city or any number of real cities.

See BYU lecture series 1971/2 ‘Our glory or our condemnation’ 

To emphasize in writings or statements one part of Zion, whilst neglecting the other aspects, is clearly taking the meaning of the word Zion out of context and can therefore be misleading. This can cause an imbalance in understanding the full meaning of the word which in turn can lead to erroneous doctrine. It is only partly true to say for example that “Zion is the pure in heart” To obtain the full blessings of Zion each part is vital. 

Additional Meanings of Zion

Zion is a word that denotes something that is Heavenly, Celestial or of God. It is ‘A bit of Heaven on Earth’, or in other words the bringing of Heavenly ideals to Earth. The name Zion is literally taken from the City where God himself dwells: “These are they who are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the City of the living God, the Heavenly place, the Holiest of all.” D&C 76:66 

Zion used in a general sense in the scriptures means ‘the cause of righteousness’ or ‘the work of God’ as in the following: D&C 24:7: “For thou shalt devote all thy service in Zion; and in this thou shalt have strength” D&C 6:6:  “Now, as you have asked, behold I say unto you, keep my commandments, and seek to bring forth and establish the cause of Zion.” (See also D&C 11:6, 12:6, 14:6, 21:7-8, 24:7, 30:11)

Zion is also an ancient Hebrew word meaning a place of refuge or sanctuary and is used in scripture to describe both the Old and the New Jerusalem. It is the name given to the Holy City built by Enoch which was taken into Heaven: “Enoch built a city that was called The City of Holiness, even Zion” Moses 7:19
Note: Words that have a Composite Meaning
Another example of a composite term is the word salvation, which is comprised of vital parts like faith, repentance, baptism, Gift of the Holy Ghost, endurance to the end. Each part is essential to obtain the full blessing of salvation. However sometimes in scripture one part of this composite term is used as if referring to the whole such as: “And he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned” D&C 68:9. If this scripture is taken in isolation a misunderstanding could be obtained that all that is required for salvation is belief and baptism. It is apparent however, from additional verses of scripture, that repentance, the Gift of the Holy Ghost, and other principles and ordinances of the gospel, are essential components of salvation. 
Teachings of the Church on Zion and the Gathering in 1970

The following articles from seminary, institute, church magazines and books illustrate the teachings of the church which I studied and obtained my understanding after I became a member of the church in 1967:

1970 Seminary material on the scattering and gathering of Israel 

“The scriptures indicate there are to be three aspects of the gathering: (1) the people of Israel from the nations of the earth to Zion; (2) The return of the Jews to Jerusalem; and (3) the restoration of the lost tribes. There are to be two gathering places: Israel is to be gathered to the land of America, and Judah is to be gathered to Jerusalem.” 

1969 Institute material Ref. HC 69-4-3-R2 

“Among the signs of the Second Coming of the Saviour there are to be conditions of war, pestilence, famine, and natural calamities. Wickedness will continue to increase, and brotherly love will grow cold. The saints will flee to the City of Zion or the New Jerusalem to find protection from the severe conditions, which will arise. (Quotes D&C 115:5-6). The establishment of Zion will be of such consequence as to win the admiration of the righteous of the world and to strike terror in the hearts of the wicked.” 

In the same article is a quote from Charles W. Penrose “The Second Advent”

“We may consider the inhabitants of the earth at the time immediately preceding the Coming of Christ under three general headings:

First: the saints of God gathered in one place on the western continent called Zion, busily preparing for his appearance in their midst as their Redeemer who had shed his blood for their salvation, now coming to reign over them and to reward them for their labours in establishing his government.
Second: the Jews gathered to Jerusalem and also expecting the Messiah, but not believing that Jesus of Nazareth was the Son of God and being in danger of destruction from their Gentile enemies.

Third: the corrupt nations and kingdoms of men who, rejecting the light of the Gospel, are unprepared for the Lord’s advent and are almost ripe for destruction.

The Instructor Magazine page 266: 

“Preparing for Christ’s Millennial Government” by Hyrum L Andrus (Extracts only)

“Israel will be gathered to two great centres; the old Jerusalem and the City of Zion (New Jerusalem), to be built in America. The remnant of Joseph and those identified with them will possess the Western Hemisphere, while Judah returns to Palestine. Those from the North will come initially to Zion, but will receive an inheritance around the old Jerusalem. 

“Only by the practice of Zion’s law including the Law of Consecration and Stewardship can the saints be sanctified for Christ’s advent among them to fulfil His promise: “And the powers of heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you”. 3 Nephi 20:22

“While warfare and turmoil prevail among the wicked in that future day, the New Jerusalem will be “…a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints” D&C 45:66

Book “Israel Do You Know” by Elder LeGrande Richards. Pages 168-169:

Quotes the following scriptures: D&C 101:22-23, 64-65; 33:6; 35:25; 42:36; 43:23-24; 45:71; 133:4-9, and then states: “It will be noted that these revelations were all given within two years after the church was organised. There is no question but what the Lord had in mind that the seed of Joseph would be gathered out of the nations and be gathered in one place, as the above quotations so clearly indicate.”

Book “Articles of Faith” by Elder James E. Talmage page 336-337 

Quotes 3 Nephi 21:22-28; D&C 29:2, 7-8; 133:4, 7 Also refers the reader to D&C 31:8; 38:31; 45:25; 77:14; 84:2; then states:  “It is evident that the plan of gathering comprises:

Assembling in the land of Zion of the people of Israel from the nations of the earth

Return of the Jews to Jerusalem

Restoration of the lost tribes

Book “Doctrine and Covenants Commentary” by apostle Hyrum M Smith and Janne M. Sjodahl pages 146/147

Commentary on D&C 29:8: “In the councils of Heaven it had been decreed that the saints should gather to one place on the American continent in order to be prepared against the last great tribulations of the world. Jackson County, Mo; is the central gathering place of the saints.” 
The authors then quote from an address by Orson F. Whitney 9 April 1916 in Salt Lake City: 

“The saints were scattered, and established themselves in the Rocky Mountains, according to the prophetic word, but “Zion” was not “moved out of her place,” and the saints will return and build it up.” 

Will our mission end here (in Utah)? Is the state of Utah the proper monument of the Mormon people? No, The monument to ‘Mormonism’ will stand in Jackson County, Mo. There the great city will be built; there Zion will arise and shine, ‘the joy of the whole earth’ and there the Lord will come to His Temple in His own time, when His people shall have made the required preparation”.

The previous quotations illustrate the teachings of some leaders of the church when I studied this subject in 1967. 
Notes on the Talks and Articles by Leaders of the Church on Zion 1972-2001
From the time that Harold B. Lee became President of the Church the doctrine on the Gathering to Zion was solely based on the scripture D&C 97:21; ‘for this is Zion—the Pure in Heart’. Therefore, wherever members of the church lived Zion was established. The gathering to Zion therefore referred to a being gathered locally into churches. Therefore, as Elder McConkie taught the ‘gathering place for Mexicans is Mexico, the place of gathering for the Guatemalan Saints is in Guatemala; the place of gathering for the Brazilian Saints is in Brazil; and so, it goes throughout the length and breadth of the whole earth.’ There is no mention of the need for the Law of Consecration in the remarks of President Lee and Elder McConkie when they spoke on this subject. 
In the book “Millennial Messiah” by Elder Bruce R. McConkie which contains over 700 pages concerning “the Second Coming of the Son of Man” and how to prepare “for that dreadful yet glorious day” (Extracts from the Preface to the book), there are no references in the index to either the United Order or the Law of Consecration. A major integral part of Zion is therefore missing in the teachings of Elder McConkie on this subject. 
In all his teachings Elder McConkie teaches that Zion can be built up by the pure in heart regardless of where they live and without the Law of Consecration.
As part of this belief stakes of the church wherever they were established throughout the world were classified as the stakes of Zion to which the following scripture applied: 
D&C 115:6: “And that the gathering together upon the land of Zion, and upon her stakes may be for a defense and refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth.” 
Other scriptural references in the Doctrine and Covenants on Zion were applied to the above concept such as D&C 82:14; D&C 101:21. Also Book of Mormon Scriptures were applied to support this concept such as 2 Ne. 9:1–2; 2 Nephi 6:11. President Harold B. Lee quoted the teachings of the newly called apostle Bruce R. McConkie onwards from the August 1972 Area General Conference in Mexico city. (see President Lee’s talk below)
The Change of Doctrine

That this was a major change of doctrine was verified by Elder Boyd K. Packer in 2006 

 ‘Gathering Spirit still Continues’ Elder Boyd K. Packer 8 July 2006 Church News

“President Boyd K. Packer's remarks concluded the 2006 New Mission Presidents Seminar. Speaking to an audience of 112 mission presidents and their wives in the Missionary Training Centre in Provo, Utah, his address was broadcast to mission presidents worldwide. 

President Packer explained that from the Old Testament to the modern revelations, "the scriptures are laced with references to the words gather and gathering."

A Historic Change was Announced
Elder Boyd K Packer stated: 
“In August 1972, a historic change was announced, "a redirection from the Lord. Gathering was not to continue as it had for nearly 150 years. . . . Henceforth, they were to be gathered out of the world into the Church in their own lands into the stakes of Zion. A stake is a refuge from the world," President Packer explained.

At the next general conference, President Harold B. Lee officially announced that the pioneering phase of gathering was over. President Packer said that President Lee quoted the words of Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the Council of the Twelve at a Mexico City Area Conference the previous August, in which the apostle said,
  “…and that ‘they shall be gathered home to the lands of their inheritance and shall be established in all their lands of promise.’ (2 Ne. 9:1–2.) Now I call your attention to the facts, set forth in these scriptures, that the gathering of Israel consists of joining the true church; of coming to a knowledge of the true God and of his saving truths; and of worshiping him in the congregations of the Saints in all nations and among all peoples. Please note that these revealed words speak of the folds of the Lord; of Israel being gathered to the lands of their inheritance; of Israel being established in all their lands of promise; and of there being congregations of the covenant people of the Lord in every nation…… 

“The place of gathering for the Mexican Saints is in Mexico; the place of gathering for the Guatemalan Saints is in Guatemala; the place of gathering for the Brazilian Saints is in Brazil; and so, it goes throughout the length and breadth of the whole earth. This certainly emphasizes the great need for the teaching and training of local leadership in order to build up the Church within their own native countries." End of Quote. "
"A new direction had now been given to the spirit of gathering," President Packer said. "The gathering no longer was to be to the tops of the mountains. Under the direction of the apostles and prophets, the gathering was to be out of the world into the Church in every nation. Every nation was to be the gathering place for its own people. They would gather to build temples.

"It is clear then that the stakes are to be the gathering place and the place for refuge for the members of the Church.” End of Quote
How Doctrine is Officially Changed
The Lord has given specific directions on how doctrine in church can be changed. 

“Since the Church was founded in 1830, new doctrine has been accepted six times. On every occasion, a three-step process was followed to add Official Doctrine. 
1: It requires the approval of the First Presidency, 2: the concurrence of the Quorum of Twelve Apostles, 3: and then it must be accepted in a sustaining vote of the entire membership. 

Only then is it binding on the membership of the Church. The change will then be made to the body of accepted (canonized) scriptures.” taken from the study “Mormon Doctrine-What’s Official And What it Isn’t?” by Donald L. Ashton”

The historic change of doctrine that Elder Boyd K Packer commented on did not follow the above procedure. It started with a new Apostle speaking at an Area Conference. Then the President of the Church quoting the Apostle at a General Conference and thereby the new doctrine became established within the church.  

See the study What is official Church Doctrine
Exceptions in talks that Zion is just “the Pure in Heart”

There were several exceptions during this period in the teachings on Zion to the new so called “Historic Change of Doctrine” in Aug 1972. The following talks are examples of leaders who continued to follow the doctrine in the scriptures. 
The Purpose of Church Welfare Service by President Marion G. Romney Ensign May 1977
Note: President Marion G. Romney always taught according to the scriptures and never adopted the new doctrine on Zion and the gathering established by Elder Bruce R McConkie and President Harold B Lee. When I wrote to him about the changes in doctrine he advised me to write to the President Spencer W. Kimball. In his talks he has stated firmly that the United Order was essential to bring about Zion.  
President Romney said: (brief extracts)
“With these concepts in mind, we are better prepared to understand how our present Welfare Services efforts relate to the United Order and the full ideal of Zion, which the Lord has in mind to bring about. Because the people were not then fully ready to live the United Order, the Lord suspended it, because, as He said:

“They have not learned to be obedient to the things which I required at their hands, but are full of all manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance, as becometh saints, to the poor and afflicted among them; And are not united according to the union required by the law of the Celestial Kingdom; And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.” (D&C 105:3–5.)

He further indicated that: “It is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season for the redemption of Zion—That they themselves may be prepared, and that my people may be taught more perfectly, and have experience, and know more perfectly concerning their duty, and the things which I require at their hands.” (D&C 105:9–10.)

Full implementation of the united order must, according to the revelation, await the Redemption of Zion. (See D&C 105:34.) In the meantime—while we are being more perfectly taught and are gaining experience—we should be strictly living the principles of the United Order insofar as they are embodied in present Church requirements, such as tithing, fast offerings, welfare projects, storehouses, and other principles and practices. Through these programs we should, as individuals, implement in our own lives the bases of the United Order.” End.

‘Becoming the Pure in Heart’ by President Kimball, Ensign, May 1978 
(This talk is an exception to the above inasmuch as it speaks of the welfare services being a preparation for the future Zion. “This day will come; it is our destiny to help bring it about.”)
“For many years we have been taught that one important end result of our labors, hopes, and aspirations in this work is the building of a Latter-day Zion, a Zion characterized by love, harmony, and peace—a Zion in which the Lord’s children are as one.
The vision of what we are about and what should come of our labors must be kept uppermost in our minds as we learn and do our duty in the present implementation of welfare service. This applies equally to all Church activities.
In the fifty-eighth section of the Doctrine and Covenants the Lord shares with us a glimpse of this Latter-day Zion: President Kimball quotes D&C 58:3–12 on Zion and states

This day will come; it is our destiny to help bring it about! Doesn’t it motivate you to lengthen your stride and quicken your pace as you do your part in the great sanctifying work of the kingdom? It does me. It causes me to rejoice over the many opportunities for service and sacrifice afforded me and my family as we seek to do our part in establishing Zion.

In the earliest years of this dispensation the people faltered in attempting to live the full economic plan of Zion, the United Order. Because of their transgressions, the Lord chastened them in these words:
“Behold, they have not learned to be obedient to the things which I required at their hands, but are full of all manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance, as becometh saints, to the poor and afflicted among them; And are not united according to the union required by the law of the celestial kingdom; And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the celestial kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.” (D&C 105:3–5.)

A few verses later in this same revelation, the Lord repeats the law of Zion in these words and with this promise:
“And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and her law be executed and fulfilled, after her redemption. And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive, they shall have power after many days to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion.” (D&C 105:34, 37.) (End of Quote)
‘The Restoration of Israel to the Lands of Their Inheritance’   by President Marion G. Romney Counsellor in the First Presidency Ensign, May 1981: 
(Note: This talk also an exception. President Romney refers to the same Book of Mormon Scriptures used by Elder McConkie such as 2 Nephi 9:1-2, 2 Nephi. 6:9-11 in their true meaning as referring to the Jews. I believe Elder Romney gave this talk in response to a letter I sent to him on this subject.) 
Extracts from the Talk by President Romney
“Among the predicted signs of His Second Coming was the restoration of the Church of Jesus Christ, to the fulfillment of which we are all witnesses; another is to be the establishment of Zion in America; and a third is the prediction that the children of Israel will be restored to the lands of their inheritance.” 
Much interest in the fulfillment of this third prediction has been aroused recently by the dedication of the Orson Hyde Memorial Gardens in Jerusalem and the diplomatic manoeuvring of the involved nations over the Holy Land. Against this background, it has been interesting to me, and I believe it will be interesting and informative to all of us, to consider what is written in the Book of Mormon concerning the restoration of the children of Israel to the lands of their inheritance and the second coming of the Savior.” (End of quotes) 
Elder Romney then quotes many scriptures from the Book of Mormon including 2 Nephi 9:1-2 as referring to the Jews being restored to the land of their inheritance. These scriptures referring to the Jews are used in a completely different way by Elder McConkie in his talk at Mexico City Area Conference. August 1972.
President Ezra T Benson speaks of preparing to redeem the future Zion and that pride hinders the Saints living the Law of Consecration. He also speaks of the righteous Saints who have gathered to the New Jerusalem as a place of refuge in preparation for the Second Coming.
‘Beware of Pride’ by President Ezra T Benson April 1989 General Conference. 

“My dear brethren and sisters, we must prepare to redeem Zion. It was essentially the sin of pride that kept us from establishing Zion in the days of the Prophet Joseph Smith. It was the same sin of pride that brought consecration to an end among the Nephites. (See 4 Ne. 1:24–25.)

Pride is the great stumbling block to Zion. I repeat: Pride is the great stumbling block to Zion.”
‘Five Marks of the Divinity of Jesus Christ’ by President Ezra Taft Benson Ensign, Dec 2001: 

“His first appearance will be to the righteous Saints who have gathered to the New Jerusalem. In this place of refuge, they will be safe from the wrath of the Lord, which will be poured out without measure on all nations.” President Benson then Quotes D&C 45:67–69.

“And the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion. And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another”
Talks and Articles by Leaders on Zion 1972-2001
The following talks followed the new doctrine on Zion and the gathering established by Bruce R. McConkie and Harold B Lee in 1972. 
President Lee called Elder McConkie to be a member of the Twelve Apostles in 1972 after the death of Elder McConkie’s father in law President Joseph Fielding Smith. (See page 8 for what Elder Packer calls a historic change in doctrine.) 
Elder Bruce R McConkie-Mexico City Area Conference August 1972 (Extracts)
Note: This talk was a beginning of a major change in doctrine especially when it was referred to by President Harold B Lee at General Conference the same year. 
“Congregations of saints are springing up in all parts of the world. We are becoming a world Church—not an American Church, not a British Church, not a Mexican Church, but a Church for all mankind, for the honest and upright in every nation. And with this new status comes a responsibility we have never had before, a responsibility to be worthy of our high position in the world, and to strengthen the Church in all the nations where it is and shall be established. It is our responsibility in Mexico and Central America, for instance, to build up the Church here, in these favored nations, and among the choice people who dwell in them.

This gathering has commenced and shall continue until the righteous are assembled into the congregations of the saints in all the nations of the earth. “I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven them,” the Lord says, “and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase. “ (Jer. 23:3.)

Of this glorious day of restoration and gathering, a Nephite prophet said: “The Lord . . . has covenanted with all the house of Israel,” that “the time comes that they shall be restored to the true Church and fold of God”; and that “they shall be gathered home to the lands of their inheritance, and shall be established in all their lands of promise.” (2 Ne. 9:1-2.)

Now I call your attention to the fact that the gathering of Israel consists of joining the true Church; of coming to a knowledge of the true God and of his saving truths; and of worshiping him in the congregations of the saints in all nations and among all peoples. Please note that the revealed word speaks of the folds of the Lord; of Israel being gathered to the lands of their inheritance; of Israel being established in all their lands of promise; and of there being congregations of the covenant people of the Lord in every nation, speaking every tongue, and among every people when the Lord comes again.

Any person, therefore, who has accepted the restored gospel, and who now seeks to worship the Lord, in his own tongue, and among his own people, and with the saints of his own nation has complied with the law of gathering and is entitled to all of the blessings promised the saints in these last days.
The place of gathering for the Mexican Saints is in Mexico; the place of gathering for the Guatemalan Saints is in Guatemala; the place of gathering for the Brazilian Saints is in Brazil; and so it goes throughout the length and breadth of the whole earth. Japan is for the Japanese; Korea is for the Koreans; Australia is for the Australians; every nation is the gathering place for its own people.”

Note: Church leaders had become concerned that continued emigration to the USA depleted the congregations of the Saints in foreign lands. In particular groups of latter-day Saints from Samoa settled in Independence Missouri. I wrote a letter to the Bishop in that area and he confirmed that several Samoan families had recently settled in Independence Missouri. The brethren were concerned about this and Elder McConkie rationalised the scriptures to justify a new concept on the meaning of the gathering to Zion. 
It is interesting that Elder McConkie used a Book of Mormon scripture (2 Nephi 9:1-2) that had reference to the gathering of the Jews to justify his thoughts. The many scriptures pertaining to Zion in the modern revelations of the Doctrine and Covenants were not generally referred to. 

See the study: An Attempt to Resolve the Contrasting Teachings of Two Apostles
Strengthen the Stakes of Zion

By President Harold B Lee General Conference April 1973, Ensign July 1973 (Extracts)
“Traditionally since that time, the spring conferences of the Church [page 3] are held on the days of each year, which include April 6. Two years later another revelation followed, which had great significance then, and today has even greater meaning as viewed in the light of the demands of the increasing membership in the Church. This is a quotation, which may be something of a text for my next few remarks today:

“For Zion must increase in beauty, and in holiness; her borders must be enlarged; her stakes must be strengthened; yea, verily I say unto you, Zion must arise and put on her beautiful garments.” (D&C 82:14)
 Zion, as used here, undoubtedly had reference to the Church. At that time there was but a small body of Church members just beginning to emerge as an organization, after having experienced harsh treatment from enemies outside the Church, who had then been directed to gather together in Jackson County, Missouri, which the Lord had designated as the “land of Zion.”

As though to impress upon these early struggling members their destiny in the world, the Lord in another revelation told them this:

“Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion—the Pure in Heart; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn.” (D&C 97:21.)

To be worthy of such a sacred designation as Zion, the Church must think of itself as a bride adorned for her husband, as John the Revelator recorded when he saw in vision the Holy City where the righteous dwelled, adorned as a bride for the Lamb of God as her husband. Here is portrayed the relationship the Lord desires in his people in order to be acceptable to our Lord and Master even as a wife would adorn herself in beautiful garments for her husband.

The rule by which the people of God must live in order to be worthy of acceptance in the sight of God is indicated by the text to which I have made reference. This people must increase in beauty before the world; have an inward loveliness, which may be observed by mankind as a reflection in holiness and in those inherent qualities of sanctity. 
The borders of Zion, where the righteous and pure in heart may dwell, must now begin to be enlarged. The stakes of Zion must be strengthened. All this so that Zion may arise and shine by becoming increasingly diligent in carrying out the plan of salvation throughout the world.
While the Church was in its infancy, the Lord pointed to a time when those earlier gathering places would not have room for all who would be gathered for reasons for which he declared that his church should be united. Here are his words:

“For thus shall my church be called in the last days, even The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints” And then this command: “Arise and shine forth, that thy light may be a standard for the nations.” (D&C 115:4–5.)
Here is clearly inferred that the coming forth of his church in these days was the beginning of the [page 4] fulfilment of the ancient prophecy when “the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths. …” (Isaiah 2:2–3.)

In these revelations the Lord speaks of organized units of the Church which are designated as stakes, each of which those not of our faith may think of as a diocese. These units so organized are gathered together for these fundamental purposes: first, for a defence against the enemies of the Lord’s work, both the seen and the unseen. The apostle Paul said with reference to these enemies about which we should be concerned: “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places” (Eph. 6:12.)

These organizations were to be as stated in the revelation noted earlier, as a “refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth.” (D&C 115:6.)

In the preface to all the Lord’s revelations that he gave from the beginning of this dispensation, he issued this fateful warning, which must never be absent from our minds. This prophetic warning of 1831 was given, as the Lord declared, so that “all men shall know that the day speedily cometh; the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand, when peace shall be taken from the earth, and the devil shall have power over his own dominion.” (D&C 1:35.)

Now 142 years later we are witnessing the fury of this time, when Satan has power over his own dominion, with such might that even the Master in his day referred to him as the “prince of this world,” the “enemy of all righteousness.”
 Despite these dire predictions and the evidences of their fulfilment truly before us today, there is promised in this same revelation even a greater power to thwart Satan’s plans to destroy the work of the Lord. Here the Lord makes this promise to the Saints of the Most High God, to the righteous in heart to whom he has referred as “the people of Zion.” This is what he said: “And also the Lord shall have power over his saints, and shall reign in their midst, and shall come down in judgment upon Idumea, or the world.” (D&C 1:36.)……….
We have also been promised by the Lord: “Behold, and lo, I will take care of your flocks, and will raise up elders and send unto them. Behold, I will hasten my work in its time.” (D&C 88:72–73.)

Today we are witnessing the demonstration of the Lord’s hand even in the midst of his saints, the members of the Church. Never in this dispensation, and perhaps never before in any single period, has there been such a feeling of urgency among the members of this church as today. 
Her boundaries are being enlarged; her stakes are being strengthened.
In the early years of the Church specific places to which the Saints were to be gathered together were given, and the Lord directed that these gathering places should not be changed, but then he gave one qualification: “Until the day cometh when there is found no more room for them; and then I have other places which I will appoint unto them, and they shall be called stakes, for the curtains or the strength of Zion.” (D&C 101:21.)
(President Lee Quotes Elder McConkie)
“At the last August Area Conference, (1972) Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the Council of the Twelve, in a thought-provoking address, made some comments pertinent to this subject, and I quote a few sentences from his address:

“Of this glorious day of restoration and gathering, another Nephite prophet said: ‘The Lord … has covenanted with all the house of Israel,’ that ‘the time comes that they shall be restored to the true church and fold of God’; and that ‘they shall be gathered home to the lands of their inheritance, and shall be established in all their lands of promise.’ (2 Ne. 9:1–2.) 

Now I call your attention to the facts, set forth in these scriptures, that the gathering of Israel consists of joining the true church; of coming to a knowledge of the true God and of his saving truths; and of worshiping him in the congregations of the Saints in all nations and among all peoples. Please note that these revealed words speak of the folds of the Lord; of Israel being gathered to the lands of their inheritance; of Israel being established in all their lands of promise; and of there being congregations of the covenant people of the Lord in every nation, speaking every tongue, and among every people when the Lord comes again.” End of Quote
Elder McConkie then concluded with this statement, which certainly emphasizes the great need for the [page 5] teaching and training of local leadership in order to build up the church within their own native countries:

“The place of gathering for the Mexican Saints is in Mexico; the place of gathering for the Guatemalan Saints is in Guatemala; the place of gathering for the Brazilian Saints is in Brazil; and so it goes throughout the length and breadth of the whole earth. Japan is for the Japanese; Korea is for the Koreans; Australia is for the Australians; every nation is the gathering place for its own people…………” 
Note: After the President of the church had accepted and quoted the doctrine of Elder McConkie on the gathering and Zion it then became the accepted  doctrine of the church. 
‘Your Light to Be a Standard unto the Nations’
By President Harold B. Lee First Presidency Message Ensign Aug. 1973

“As soon as The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was organized, the leaders of the Church earnestly sought to know, so history records, the will of the Lord with reference to their responsibilities in gathering the newly baptized members of the Church together in order that they might “walk by the true light, and be instructed from on high.” In answer to their earnest desires, the Lord, through his chosen prophet, Joseph Smith, instructed that they should, first, “send forth the elders of my church unto the nations which are afar off; unto the islands of the sea; send forth unto foreign lands; call upon all nations, first upon the Gentiles, and then upon the Jews.” (D&C 133:8.)

And second, their message to the peoples of the world should be: “Wherefore, prepare ye, prepare ye, O my people; sanctify yourselves; gather ye together, O ye people of my church, upon the land of Zion, all you that have not been commanded to tarry.” (D&C 133:4.)

Obedient to that divine command, even in the times of persecution and great sacrifice and privation, General Authorities were sent to all parts of the world to lay the foundation for the opening of missions, following the dedication of each such land for the preaching of the gospel…..This great missionary work from that beginning down to the present has resulted in a tremendous harvest of converts from every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. As one travels throughout the wards and stakes and missions of the Church in the United States, and elsewhere, he is continually impressed by the remarkable spiritual and temporal contributions made in past years by the Saints who joined the Church in Europe and sacrificed so much as they immigrated to America……….This inspired gathering of former years was necessary for those earlier times. In the wisdom of the Lord it was desired that converts from throughout the world gather together to unitedly build the kingdom.
In the writings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, he sets forth the basic purpose of such gathering to designated places of the American continent, which was referred to as “the land of Zion.” This is what the Prophet Joseph wrote:
 “It was the design of the councils of heaven before the world was, that the principles and laws of the priesthood should be predicated upon the gathering of the people in every age of the world. Jesus did everything to gather the people, and they would not be gathered, and He therefore poured out curses upon them. Ordinances instituted in the heavens before the foundation of the world, in the priesthood, for the salvation of men, are not to be altered or changed. All must be saved on the same principles.”
The Prophet Joseph Smith added, “The main object was to build unto the Lord a house whereby He could reveal unto His people the ordinances of His house and the glories of His kingdom, and teach the people the way to salvation; for there are certain ordinances and principles that, when they are taught and practiced, must be done in a place or house built for that purpose.” (Documentary History of the Church, vol. 5, p. 423)

With this knowledge of the purpose of gathering, it is well understood that it was the urge of members to immigrate to places where temples were located that brought thousands of early converts to America. Not all of those who were converted to the gospel elsewhere joined the Saints in the United States. Many remained in their own lands. In recent years it has been the inspired policy of the church to urge converts to stay in their own lands, to build up Zion within their own numbers, “… that thy light may be a [page 4] standard for the nations” (D&C 115:5.) to all who surround them. And so even before they had temples and the full programs of the Church, they have throughout the years created Zion in their own hearts and homes as the Lord promised, for after all, Zion is where the pure in heart are to be found. 
They have suffered much with war, persecutions, hunger, and deprivations, but the Lord has been mindful of their suffering………
Since the end of World War II, the Lord has blessed the Church greatly, and we are now in a new era of growth and development. Many new wards and stakes and missions have been organized, and the full programs of the Church are now enjoyed by the Saints of Europe. 
Recognizing the desire of all faithful Saints to go to places where temples are available, temples will continue to be built where the Lord directs they should be built. Outside Canada and the continental United States, temples have been dedicated in Switzerland, to serve the Saints from all over Europe; in England, where members go from the British Isles and South Africa; in New Zealand, for those of New Zealand, Australia, and the islands of the South Pacific; and in Hawaii, where Saints attend from the surrounding islands and from the nations of the Orient. In these temples, as in all others, Saints receive sacred ordinances and additional gifts and blessings of the Lord Jesus Christ. Young people go for baptismal work for the dead, and their parents go to perform the essential endowment work. Attendance at the temple can always be a great spiritual experience. 

We had a thrilling experience in our area general conference at Manchester, England, in August 1971. It was there that the Saints at the conclusion of their conference stood and united sang together a hymn that had been especially written for that occasion. The hymn was very meaningful. This is what they sang: 

This Is Our Place 

In Britain’s chosen countryside, ’Mid England’s dales and Scottish hills, 
Welsh mountains green, and Irish lakes, Here we live, and here we will serve. 

God gave to us this special land; He made us men of character; 
Our women fair and steadfast too; Here we will live, here we will serve. Here we were called by God above To join the special chosen few, 
To be His saints, called, set apart; So here we live, here we will serve. The Church restored is here to stay, In God’s sure hands we place our trust; 
A Church of order, firm and true, Here we will live, here we will serve. God’s work is ours; we must not fail To labour with our heart and strength; 
With Him beside us we’ll not fear. Here we will live, here we will serve. This is our place, here we will stay, To build, to strengthen ward and stake. 
Until the Lord supreme shall reign; This is our place, here we will serve. 

It is my hope that this same spirit will be in all native lands where our Saints are congregated together, that they may be strengthened by the unity and faith and growth that is rapidly coming as more missionaries are being sent, temples are being built, stakes are being organized.”
‘Here We Build Our Zion’ Elder Gordon B. Hinckley talks about the Church in Europe today-Ensign August 1973 
“For more than a century the restored gospel has been taught in continental Europe. During that period many successes, disappointments, challenges, and events of great consequence have been faced by the Saints there—not the least of which were the two world wars of the twentieth century. However, in more recent years the Church has endeavoured to take the full programs of the Church to Europe and has encouraged the Saints to remain there and build up Zion in their native lands. The establishment of the Temple in Switzerland did much to stabilize the work in Europe. The Saints now have available to them most, if not all, of the facilities for Church activity that they would find anywhere in the world.
ENSIGN: How did the Church fare through the two world wars?

ELDER HINCKLEY: Of course, the two great world wars in Europe were catastrophic. The effect upon the people was terrible. The Church was fortunate in having men and women of faith in the nations concerned who held together the gains that had been made up to that time. Too much good cannot be said for their tremendous faithfulness. Prior to both world wars there was much emigration of converts. But following the Second World War and more particularly since the construction of the Swiss Temple, there has come the establishment of a solid footing on which the people now stand. Now the European Saints can obtain in Europe that for which they once journeyed to Zion. 
We have every reason to be optimistic about the future of the work in Europe. And this great forthcoming conference to be convened in Munich, I am satisfied, will mark a tremendous milestone. The thousands who will gather there will leave with a firmer resolution to be faithful and true and to share with others the light of the gospel. More and more of our people are saying, here is where we and our children and our children’s children will build our Zion and strengthen the cause of the Lord and be a party to sharing the gospel with legions of others who, through our efforts, our sacrifices, and our enthusiasm, will come to know the sweetness of the restored gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. That is the great story of the Church in Europe today. I never fail to be moved as I contemplate it and the Lord’s goodness to all of his children everywhere as they mold their lives after his pattern.
‘A Worldwide Church’ Spencer J. Palmer Ensign, Mar. 1975 Page 57
“After the end of World War II, the Church entered a dramatic new era of growth and development throughout the world. It was the beginning of activity that changed the Church from a culturally and geographically limited American faith to a truly universal, worldwide kingdom. President David O. McKay had toured the world as a member of the Twelve in 1921, had visited the countries of Asia, and had dedicated China for the preaching of the gospel. In 1963, because of the great growth and expansion of the Church, it was noted that at least half of all Church members then living had known no other president of the Church.

In 1952 President McKay made the first of several trips to Europe. In 1954 he made a 32,000-mile trip to South America and South Africa. The following year he travelled 45,000 miles to visit missions in the South Pacific. He became the most widely travelled president in history. The hallmark of his administration was a conscious effort to give dignity and strength to the Church overseas. Under his presidency basic institutions of Zion were first established in foreign fields: stakes were organized in Europe and in the South Pacific; temples were erected for the first time in England, New Zealand, and Switzerland; missions were organized among peoples, cultures, and nations previously beyond the perview of the mainstream Church.

What is the position of the Church today with regard to the gathering of Israel and the building up of Zion? This was clearly defined and reiterated by President Harold B. Lee during the April 1973 general conference of the Church: “… No longer is the Church to be thought of as the Utah Church, or as an American Church, but the membership of the Church is now distributed over the earth in 78 countries, teaching the gospel in 17 different languages at the present time. This greatly expanded Church population is today our most challenging problem. …” (“Strengthen the [page 58] Stakes of Zion,” Ensign, July 1973, p. 5.)

Recognition of this diversity is no better illustrated than in the area conferences of the Church that have been held in England, Germany, and Mexico [and recently in Sweden]. At the Mexican conference, held in August 1972, Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the Council of the Twelve delivered a remarkable discourse on the gathering of latter-day Israel, who and where. In part, he said: 
“The place of gathering for the Mexican Saints is in Mexico; the place of gathering for the Guatemalan Saints is in Guatemala; the place of gathering for the Brazilian Saints is in Brazil; and so it goes throughout the length and breadth of the whole earth. Japan is for the Japanese; Korea is for the Koreans; Australia is for the Australians; every nation is the gathering place for its own people.” (Official Report of the First Mexico and Central America Area General Conference of the Church, Deseret News Press, 1973, p. 45)

It is the revelation of the Lord through the instruction of his living prophets today that multiple Zion’s will be erected throughout the earth as the children of Israel, the faithful of the Lord, join together in building up his kingdom. The various nations of the earth become choice and favoured lands of Zion as the people repent of their sins and accept the God of Israel who is Jesus Christ.

This is not to say that all is well in the European Zions, but the process has begun and the multiple Zions referred to by President Harold B. Lee are as likely to become as much a haven for the Saints in Europe as the Great Basin kingdom was for those of another era. (See Ensign, July 1973, pp. 2–6) END
Elder Neal A. Maxwell “Why a University in the Kingdom?” Ensign Oct 1975 
“The sea breeze of the scriptures must be played on the fevered brow of mankind today, if that fever is to be broken. The Church and, therefore, BYU are entering, together, an era when the “ensign to the nations,” “the light unto the Gentiles” will shine forth, and this illumination can be increased by the incandescence of orthodox scholars who can help to [page 9] illuminate and to warm the path. Men and women are coming—and will come—from many lands to Zion, including to Zion’s university, to ask (in different voices) to be shown the Lord’s way.”
Elder Jeffrey R. Holland ‘A Promised Land’ Ensign, June 1976 P 26

“Thus, in one final moment worthy men and righteous principles came together for the restoration of heavenly things. With his centre stake in America, God began stretching the cords of his tabernacle to all the world, lengthening the habitation of Israel and establishing Zion wherever the pure in heart dwell. When that great global mission is complete and the angels declare “there shall be time no longer” (D&C 88:110), then the king and master of heaven and earth shall return to his temple and reign for a thousand years on a renewed and paradisiacal earth “And the land of Jerusalem and the land of Zion shall be turned back into their own place, and the earth shall be like as it was in the days before it was divided.” (D&C 133:23–24.)
President Spencer W. Kimball “News of the Church” Ensign, May 1976
It was here that the message was given to the Tahitian Saints to create a Zion in their midst. “To the Tahitians,” said President Kimball, “these beautiful islands are Zion. The gathering of the Saints is for you and me.”
President Spencer W Kimball. Area Conference Report (Paris) 1976:3

“Now as we sing together “Come to Zion,” we mean come to the ward-not to Salt Lake city-come to the ward, the branch, the mission, the stake, and give assistance to build up Zion. We used to think that one had to be in Salt Lake City to be in Zion, but it has been interpreted differently. Sometimes all of America is Zion, and we think of Zion as being where the pure in heart are located. So, we hope you will stay here and build up a beautiful France Zion. Italy is the Zion for the Italians, Spain for the Spaniards, Portugal for the Portuguese, and Germany for the Germans- Scandinavia is Zion for the Scandinavians, and Japan for the Japanese.” Paris Area Conference 1976
‘Let Israel Build Zion’
By Elder Bruce R McConkie of the Quorum (extracts only
The following sermon was given by Elder McConkie on 27 February 1977 in Lima, Peru.
Ensign May 1977
“We are in the midst of a period of change and realignment where one of the basic doctrines of the Restoration is concerned.

We were directed in the day of Joseph Smith to do one thing with reference to the gathering of Israel and the building up of Zion. Today we are counselled to turn away from the past and do something entirely different……….
Since the coming of Moses to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery, on the third day of April, 1836, in the Kirtland Temple, since the conferral upon mortal men, by that holy prophet, of the keys of the gathering of Israel and of the leading of the ten tribes from the land of the north, we have been using our talents and means and strength to recover the remnant of that once favoured nation.

Some considerable success has attended our labours; we have built the Lord’s holy house in the tops of the mountains; and all nations have begun to flow unto it. Swift messengers have gone to nation after nation seeking the lost sheep of Israel and inviting them to come “to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob,” so they might be taught in his ways, and walk in his paths, preparatory to the great day when “out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 2:3.) Many of the House of Ephraim have been gathered and in due course those of the other tribes will come to receive their blessings, “and be crowned with glory, even in Zion, by the hands of the servants of the Lord, even the children of Ephraim.” (D&C 133:32.)

Now, if those of us who have been gathered again into the sheepfold of Israel are to play the part assigned us in the Lord’s eternal drama concerning his people, we must know that some things relative to the gathering of Israel are past, some are present, and yet others are future. We ought not to struggle through a quarter of a century or so trying to determine, as did the New Testament saints in an analogous situation, what part we should play in the building up of Zion.

The gathering of Israel and the establishment of Zion in the latter days is divided into three periods or phases. The first phase is past; we are now living in the second phase; and the third lies ahead. Prophecies speak of them all. If we do not rightly divide the word of God, as Paul’s expression is, we will face confusion and uncertainty. If on the other hand we correctly envision our proper role and know what should be done today, we shall then be able to use our time, talents, and means to the best advantage in building up the kingdom and preparing a people for the second coming of the Son of Man.

The three phases of this great latter-day work are as follows:

Phase I—From the First Vision, the setting up of the kingdom on April 6, 1830, and the coming of Moses on April 3, 1836, to the secure establishment of the Church in the United States and Canada, a period of about 125 years. (Note to 1950’s)
Phase II—from the creation of stakes of Zion in overseas areas, beginning in the 1950s, to the second coming of the Son of Man, a period of unknown duration.

Phase III—from our Lord’s second coming until the kingdom is perfected and the knowledge of God covers the earth as the waters cover the sea, and from then until the end of the Millennium, a period of 1,000 years.

We live in the age of restoration. Peter calls it “the times of restitution,” meaning the period or time in the earth’s history when that which once was shall be restored in all its original glory and perfection. He says the things to be restored include “all [page 116] things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.” (Acts 3:21) And there are few things of which Israel’s prophets have spoken with more fervour and zeal than the latter-day gathering of the house of Jacob and the part that favoured people will play in the building of Zion again on earth.

Many things have already been restored, and many things are yet to be restored. Israel has been gathered in part, but in many respects the greatest part of the gathering of Israel is ahead. The foundations of Zion have been laid, but the promised City of Holiness has yet to be built. We have done some of the things destined to be accomplished in this dispensation; we are now engaged in doing the very things reserved for our time; and there are many things ahead to be done by our children and grandchildren and by all those who shall build on the foundation we are now laying.

In view of these principles, and so that members of the Church who live outside the United States and Canada would know why they are now counselled to remain in their own nations and not gather to an American Zion, I gave the following talk in the Lima Peru Area Conference:

“……. I shall speak of the gathering of Israel and of the building up of Zion in the last days. As we all know, the Lord scattered Israel among all the nations of the earth because they forsook him and broke his commandments. As we also know, he is now gathering in the lost sheep of Israel and laying upon them the obligation to build up his latter-day Zion.

This gathering of Israel and this building of Zion in the last days occurs in stages. The early part of the work, which involved gathering to the United States and building stakes of Zion in North America, has already been accomplished. We are now engaged in gathering Israel within the various nations of the earth and in establishing stakes of Zion at the ends of the earth. This is the work that is now going forward in all of the nations of South America and of which I shall now speak…….
Now, if I may be properly guided by the power of the Spirit—a thing which I devoutly desire—I shall speak of the manner in which the Lord will build up Zion, the manner in which the Lord is having mercy upon Zion, and the part we are expected to play in the building of Zion.

As is clear from the inspired account, Zion shall be built up—she shall obtain that perfection and glory which is hers—when the Lord appears in his glory. She shall then become as she once was. This will be during the Millennium when the restoration of all things is completed. Zion shall be perfected after the Second Coming of Christ.
But in the meantime, and as of now, the Lord has laid upon us the responsibility to lay the foundation for that, which is to be. We have been commissioned to prepare a people for the second coming of the Son of Man. We have been called to preach the gospel to every nation and kindred and tongue and people. We have been commanded to lay the foundations of Zion and to get all things ready for the return of Him who shall again crown the Holy City with his presence and glory. Our call to all men everywhere is: “Come to Zion, come to Zion, and within her walls rejoice.” (Hymns, no 81)

Now, what is Zion, and where shall she be established? On what ground shall we build her walls? Where shall we place her gates and strong towers? Who shall dwell within her portals? And what blessings shall rest upon her inhabitants? Truly the scripture saith, “The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. … And of Zion it shall be said, this and that man was born in her: and the highest himself shall establish her.” (Ps. 87:2–3, 5.)

Zion has been established many times among men. From the day of Adam to the present moment—whenever the Lord has had a people of his own; whenever there have been those who have hearkened to his voice and kept his commandments; [page 117] whenever his saints have served him with full purpose of heart—there has been Zion.

Our first scriptural account relative to Zion concerns Enoch and his city. That prophet of transcendent faith and power lived while Father Adam yet dwelt in mortality. It was a day of wickedness and evil, a day of darkness and rebellion, a day of war and desolation, a day leading up to the cleansing of the earth by water.

Enoch, however, was faithful. He “saw the Lord,” and talked with him “face to face” as one man speaks with another. (Moses 7:4.) The Lord sent him to cry repentance to the world and commissioned him to “baptize in the name of the Father and of the Son, which is full of grace and truth, and of the Holy Ghost, which beareth record of the Father and the Son.” (Moses 7:11.) Enoch made converts and assembled a congregation of true believers, all of whom became so faithful that “the Lord came and dwelt with his people, and they dwelt in righteousness,” and were blessed from on high. “And the Lord called his people Zion, because they were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them.” (Moses 7:18.)

Please note: Zion is people; Zion is the saints of God; Zion is those who have been baptized; Zion is those who have received the Holy Ghost; Zion is those who keep the commandments; Zion is the righteous; or in other words, as our revelation recites: “This is Zion—the pure in heart.” (D&C 97:21.)

After the Lord called his people Zion, the scripture says that Enoch “built a city that was called the City of Holiness, even Zion”; that Zion “was taken up into heaven” where “God received it up into his own bosom”; and that “from thence went forth the saying, Zion is fled.” (Moses 7:19, 21, 69.)

After the Lord’s people were translated—for it was people who were caught up into heaven, not brick and mortar and stone, for there are better homes already in heaven than men can build on earth—after these righteous saints went to dwell beyond the veil, others, being converted and desiring righteousness, looked for a city which hath foundation, whose builder and maker is God, and they too “were caught up by the powers of heaven into Zion.” (Moses 7:27.)

This same Zion that was taken up into heaven shall return during the Millennium, when the Lord brings again Zion; and its inhabitants shall join with the New Jerusalem which shall then be established. (See Moses 7:62–63.)

As is well known, ancient Israel was scattered among all the nations of the earth because they forsook the Lord and worshipped false gods. As is also well known, the gathering of Israel consists of receiving the truth, gaining again a true knowledge of the Redeemer, and coming back into the true fold of the Good Shepherd. In the language of the Book of Mormon, it consists of being “restored to the true church and fold of God,” and then being “gathered” and “established” in various “lands of promise.” (2 Nephi 9:2.) “When they shall come to the knowledge of their Redeemer, they shall be gathered together again to the lands of their inheritance. (2 Nephi 6:11)

Two things are accomplished by the gathering of Israel: First, those who have thus chosen Christ as their Shepherd; those who have taken upon themselves his name in the waters of baptism; those who are seeking to enjoy his Spirit here and now and to be inheritors of eternal life hereafter—such people need to be gathered together to strengthen each other and to help one another perfect their lives.

And second, those who are seeking the highest rewards in eternity need to be where they can receive the blessings of the house of the Lord, both for themselves and for their ancestors in Israel who died without a knowledge of the gospel, but who would have received it with all their heart had opportunity afforded.

Manifestly in the early days of this dispensation, this meant gathering to the mountain of the Lord’s house in the tops of the mountains of North America. There alone were congregations strong enough for the Saints to strengthen each other. There alone were the temples of the Most High where the fullness of the ordinances of exaltation are performed.

However, in the providences of Him who knoweth all things, in the providences of Him who scattered Israel and who is now gathering that favoured people again, the day has now come when the fold of Christ is reaching out to the ends of the earth. We are not established in all nations, but we surely shall be before the Second Coming of the Son of Man.
As the Book of Mormon says, in the last days, “the saints of God” shall be found “upon all the face of the earth.” Also: “The saints of the church of the Lamb and … the covenant people of the Lord”—scattered as they are “upon all the face of the earth”—shall be “armed with righteousness and with the power of God in great glory.” 1 Nephi 14:12, 14 

We are living in a new day. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is fast becoming a worldwide church. Congregations of Saints are now, or soon will be, strong enough to support and sustain their members no matter where they reside. Temples are being built wherever the need justifies. We can foresee many temples in South America in process of time.

Stakes of Zion are also being organized at the ends of the earth. In this connection, let us ponder these truths: A stake of Zion is a part of Zion. You cannot create a stake of Zion without creating a part of Zion. Zion is the pure in heart; we gain purity of heart by baptism and by obedience. A stake has geographical boundaries. To create a stake is like founding a City of Holiness. Every stake on earth is the gathering place for the lost sheep of Israel who live in its area.

The gathering place for Peruvians is in the stakes of Zion in Peru, or in the places which soon will become stakes. The gathering place for Chileans is in Chile; for Bolivians it is in Bolivia; for Koreans it is in Korea; and so it goes through all the length and breadth of the earth. Scattered Israel in every nation is called to gather to the fold of Christ, to the stakes of Zion, as such are established in their nations.

Isaiah prophesied that the Lord “shall cause them that come of Jacob to take root; Israel shall blossom and bud and fill the face of the world with fruit.” The Lord’s promise is: “Ye shall be gathered one by one, O ye children of Israel.” (Isaiah. 27:6, 12.) That is to say—Israel shall be gathered one by one, family by family, unto the stakes of Zion established in all parts of the earth so that the whole earth shall be blessed with the fruits of the gospel.

This then is the counsel of the Brethren: Build up Zion but build it up in the area where God has given you birth and nationality. Build it up where he has given you citizenship, family, and friends. Zion is here in South America and the Saints who comprise this part of Zion are and should be a leavening influence for good in all these nations.

And know this: God will bless that nation which so orders its affairs as to further his work.

His work includes the building up of Zion in the last days. He has commissioned us to do that work for him. The foundations of Zion have already been laid in North America, in South America, in Europe, in Asia, in the South Pacific and in every place where there are stakes of Zion. But Zion is not yet perfected in any of these places. When she is perfected, it will be as it was with Zion of old—the Lord will come and dwell with his people.

Our tenth Article of Faith says, “We believe in the literal gathering of Israel.” This gathering occurs when the lost sheep of Israel come into the Church. It occurs when their sins are washed away in the waters of baptism, so that once again they have power to become pure in heart; and Zion is the pure in heart.

Our Article of Faith says, “We believe … in the restoration of the Ten Tribes.” This is in the future. It will occur when the Lord brings again Zion, according to the promises.

Our Article of Faith says, “that Zion (the New Jerusalem) will be built upon this [the American] continent.” This also is future and will occur after the Lord’s people have gained strength and influence and power in all the nations whither he hath scattered them.

Our Article of Faith says: “that Christ will reign personally upon the earth; and, that the earth will be renewed and receive its paradisiacal glory.” This also is future, a day which we devoutly desire and seek. (A of F 1:10)

Each one of us can build up Zion in our own lives by being pure in heart. And the promise is, “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.” (Matt. 5:8.) Each one of us can extend the borders of Zion by gathering our friends and neighbours into the fold of Israel……. END
Welfare Services the Gospel in Action

Spencer W. Kimball Oct 1977 General Conference
This talk was also presented as The First Presidency Message in the August 1984 Ensign.

“And the Lord called his people ZION, because they were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them.” (Moses 7:17–18.

In Fourth Nephi we witness the blessings of the Nephites as they subdue selfishness and prosper in perfect righteousness for four generations. Who does not thrill to this picture of the ideal of Zion?

“And they had all things common among them; therefore there were not rich and poor, bond and free, but they were all made free, and partakers of the heavenly gift. … And there were no envyings, nor strife’s, nor tumults, nor whoredoms, nor lyings, nor murders, nor any manner of lasciviousness; and surely there could not be a happier people among all the people who had been created by the hand of God.” (4 Nephi 1:3, 16.)

It is now nearly four generations ago in this, the last dispensation that the Lord again laid down his precepts for modern Zion when he said:
“And let every man esteem his brother as himself, and practise virtue and holiness before me.

And again I say unto you, let every man esteem his brother as himself. For what man among you having twelve sons, and is no respecter of them, and they serve him obediently, and he saith unto the one: Be thou clothed in robes and sit thou here; and to the other: Be thou clothed in rags and sit thou there—and looketh upon his sons and saith I am just? Behold, this I have given unto you as a parable, and it is even as I am. I say unto you, be one; and if ye are not one ye are not mine.” (D&C 38:24–27).
Thus you can see that when in 1936 the First Presidency re-enunciated these precepts in the form of the present-day welfare plan, they were merely extending to that generation a more complete opportunity for establishing the ideal of Zion. 

And as a recipient receives with thanksgiving, he rejoices in knowing that in its purest form—in the true Zion—one may partake of both temporal and spiritual salvation. Then they are motivated to become self-sustaining and able to share with others. Isn’t the plan beautiful? Don’t you thrill to this part of the gospel that causes Zion to put on her beautiful garments? When viewed in this light, we can see that Welfare Services is not a program, but the essence of the gospel. It is the gospel in action

These principles govern welfare services activities. May we all learn, obey, and teach these principles. Leaders teach them to your members; fathers, teach them to your families. Only as we apply these truths can we approach the ideal of Zion.

Zion is a name given by the Lord to his covenant people, who are characterized by purity of heart and faithfulness in caring for the poor, the needy, and the distressed. (See D&C 97:21.) “And the Lord called his people Zion, because they were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them.” (Moses 7:18.)

Let’s do these things because they are right, because they are satisfying, and because we are obedient to the counsels of the Lord. In this spirit we will be prepared for most eventualities, and the Lord will prosper and comfort us. It is true that difficult times will come—for the Lord has foretold them—and, yes, stakes of Zion are “for a defence, and for a refuge from the storm.” (D&C 115:6.) But if we live wisely and providently, we will be as safe as in the palm of His hand.”
‘The Fruit of Our Welfare Services Labours’
Spencer W. Kimball October 1978 General Conference
“When we practice the precepts, doctrines, and programs of welfare services, the fruit of our labours is the building of Zion. The Lord declared: “For Zion must increase in beauty, and in holiness; her borders must be enlarged; her stakes must be strengthened; yea, verily I say unto you, Zion must arise and put on her beautiful garments.” (D&C 82:14; italics added.) Zion consists of the pure in heart—those who are sanctified and whose garments are washed white through the blood of the Lamb (see Alma 13:11). These are they who take charity as a mantle and serve others out of a pure heart.
We are building up the strength of Zion—her cords or stakes—throughout the world. Therefore, we counsel our people to remain in their native lands and gather out the elect of God and teach them the ways of the Lord. Their temples are being built and the saints will be blessed wherever they live in all the world.
The Lord revealed his new and everlasting covenant to prepare a people to meet him at his Second Coming. Very important among the principles and doctrines required of us to build up Zion are those, which underlie welfare services. For we must be “united according to the union required by the law of the celestial kingdom; And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the celestial kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself” (D&C 105:4–5).
It is our present opportunity and responsibility to give, nurture, and work to bring forth the final fruits of welfare services, shown in vision to Enoch and recorded in the Book of Moses:

“And righteousness will I send down out of Heaven; and truth will I send forth out of the earth, to bear testimony of mine Only Begotten; his resurrection from the dead; yea, and also the resurrection of all men; and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem” (Moses 7:62). It is my plea that we may keep our houses in order, individually and collectively, and prepare to receive the fruits of the gospel—even a fullness of joy.
‘Becoming the Pure in Heart’
Spencer W. Kimball April 1978 General Conference
“Now, brothers and sisters, would you put aside for a moment the pressing demands of this day and this week, and permit me to establish some very important perspectives about welfare services. For many years we have been taught that one important end result of our labours, hopes, and aspirations in this work is the building of a Latter-day Zion, a Zion characterized by love, harmony, and peace—a Zion in which the Lord’s children are as one.

The vision of what we are about and what should come of our labours must be kept uppermost in our minds as we learn and do our duty in the present implementation of welfare service. This applies equally to all Church activities. In the fifty-eighth section of the Doctrine and Covenants the Lord shares with us a glimpse of this Latter-day Zion:

“Ye cannot behold with your natural eyes, for the present time, the design of your God concerning those things which shall come hereafter, and the glory which shall follow after much tribulation. For after much tribulation come the blessings. Wherefore the day cometh that ye shall be crowned with much glory; the hour is not yet but is nigh at hand. … Behold, verily I say unto you, for this cause I have sent you—that you might be obedient, and that your hearts might be prepared to bear testimony of the things which are to come; And also that you might be honoured in laying the foundation, and in bearing record of the land upon which the Zion of God shall stand; … And after that cometh the day of my power; then shall the poor, the lame, and the blind, and the deaf, come in unto the marriage of the Lamb, and partake of the supper of the Lord, prepared for the great day to come. Behold, I, the Lord, have spoken it.” (D&C 58:3–12.)

This day will come; it is our destiny to help bring it about! Doesn’t it motivate you to lengthen your stride and quicken your pace as you do your part in the great sanctifying work of the kingdom? It does me. It causes me to rejoice over the many opportunities for service and sacrifice afforded me and my family as we seek to do our part in establishing Zion.

In the earliest years of this dispensation the people faltered in attempting to live the full economic plan of Zion, the United Order. Because of their transgressions, the Lord chastened them in these words: “Behold, they have not learned to be obedient to the things which I required at their hands, but are full of all manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance, as becometh saints, to the poor and afflicted among them And are not united according to the union required by the law of the celestial kingdom; And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the celestial kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.” (D&C 105:3–5.)

The Lord further counsels that we must learn obedience and be developed in character before he can redeem Zion. (See D&C 105:9–10) A few verses later in this same revelation, the Lord repeats the law of Zion in these words and with this promise: “And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and her law be executed and fulfilled, after her redemption. And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive, they shall have power after many days to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion.” (D&C 105:34, 37)

The length of time required “to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion” is strictly up to us and how we live, for creating Zion “commences in the heart of each person.” 

Unfortunately, we live in a world that largely rejects the values of Zion. Babylon has not and never will comprehend Zion. The Lord revealed our times to the prophet Mormon, who recorded this statement in a closing chapter of the Book of Mormon: “Behold, I speak unto you as if ye were present, and yet ye are not. But … Jesus Christ hath shown you unto me, and I know your doing. “For behold, ye do love money, and your substance, and your fine apparel, and the adorning of your churches, more than ye love the poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted.” (Mormon. 8:35, 37.)

This state of affairs stands in marked contrast to the Zion the Lord seeks to establish through his covenant people. Zion can be built up only among those who are the pure in heart, not a people torn by covetousness or greed, but a pure and selfless people. Not a people who are pure in appearance, rather a people who are pure in heart. Zion is to be in the world and not of the world, not dulled by a sense of carnal security, nor paralysed by materialism. No, Zion is not things of the lower, but of the higher order, things that exalt the mind and sanctify the heart. Zion is “every man seeking the interest of his neighbour and doing all things with an eye single to the glory of God.” (D&C 82:19.) As I understand these matters, Zion can be established only by those who are pure in heart, and who labour for Zion, for “the labourer in Zion shall labour for Zion; for if they labour for money they shall perish.” (2 Nephi 26:31.)

As important as it is to have this vision in mind, defining and describing Zion will not bring it about. That can only be done through consistent and concerted daily effort by every single member of the Church. No matter what the cost in toil or sacrifice, we must “do it.” That is one of my favourite phrases: “Do It.” May I suggest three fundamental things we must do if we are to “bring again Zion,” three things for which we who labour for Zion must commit ourselves.”
‘Missouri Myths’
Graham W. Doxey Ensign April 1979 (In support of the living Prophet)
“Missouri from the time of the settlement of Adam-ondi-Ahman has been a place dear to the Saints’ hearts, a place important in our history and important in our future. But its vivid and turbulent history has produced myths that sometimes parallel the prophecies of its future until it is difficult to untangle what the Lord has told us from “things we’ve heard all our lives.” For instance: 

Myth #1: We’re going to walk to Missouri to prepare for the Second Coming. Scripture makes it clear that Missouri has a prophetic role to play in the Second Coming and it seems logical that some people will need to go there to assist in portions of that work. But the scriptures contain no references that spell out in detail how that assistance will be given. 

One of the quotations I hear frequently repeated is part of a sermon by Joseph F. Smith in 1882: “When God leads the people back to Jackson County, how will he do it? Let me picture to you how some of us may be gathered and led to Jackson County. I think I see two or three hundred thousand people wending their way across the great plain enduring the nameless hardships of the journey, herding and guarding their cattle by day and by night. … This is one way to look at it. It is certainly a practical view. Some might ask, what will become of the railroads? I fear that the sifting process would be insufficient were we to travel by railroads.” (Journal of Discourses, 24:156–57.) 

This is a vivid mental picture, but people frequently remember the picture and forget he said “some of us” and “may be gathered.” We should also keep in mind that he said this is “one way to look at it,” remembering also the perspective of 1882. From our perspective in 1979, it seems even less likely that we would sell our automobiles and herd cattle along our freeway systems. But we simply have no scriptural information about who—if any general Church members—will be called to go back and the means that they might use. The prophets of our day have not found it timely or necessary to speak on the matter. 

Myth #2: The entire Church will be gathered to Missouri. Here recent prophets have been quite specific. President Spencer W. Kimball said in October Conference, 1978: “We are building up the strength of Zion—her cords or stakes—throughout the world. Therefore, we counsel our people to remain in their native lands and gather out the elect of God and teach them the ways of the Lord. There temples are being built and the saints will be blessed wherever they live in all the world.” (Ensign Nov 1978 p 76.) 

During the time of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young, it was essential for members of the Church to “gather to Zion” for their own spiritual and physical safety. But now that temples, welfare projects, educational facilities, genealogical research libraries, and the blessings of a full church organization in stakes are available, this gathering is no longer required or wise. 

And although the Church purchased some Clay County land last December, it was solely for investment purposes—not for other Church use. At a general conference, President Harold B. Lee stressed the point made by Elder Bruce R. McConkie at the Mexico City Area Conference: “ ‘The place of gathering for the Mexican Saints is in Mexico; … and so it goes throughout the length and breadth of the whole earth. Japan is for the Japanese; Korea is for the Koreans; Australia is for the Australians; every nation is the gathering place for its own people.’ ” (Ensign, July 1973, p. 5.) 

Of course, there will be special functions of the temple in Jackson County, but worldwide gatherings of the Saints to Missouri may not be necessary or desired—after all, the mission of members is to always share the gospel with the non-members who surround them throughout the world, and this activity will undoubtedly continue after the Second Coming?………”
Myth #3: But won’t there be immense destructions in Missouri preceding the Second Coming, so extensive that “not a yellow dog will be left to wag his tail”? It’s true that destruction throughout the earth is one of the conditions prior to the Second Coming. Yet as far as destruction in Missouri is concerned there are two schools of thought among members. 

One believes that it has already taken place. Elder B. H. Roberts published a reported prophecy of Joseph Smith to Alexander Doniphan, his lawyer in Missouri. According to Doniphan’s brother-in-law, writing the incident over seventy years after it occurred, Joseph Smith warned Doniphan that “‘God’s wrath hangs over Jackson County … and you will live to see the day when it will be visited by fire and sword. The fields and farms and houses will be destroyed, and only the chimneys will be left to mark the desolation.’ 

“General Doniphan said to me,” his brother-in-law continued, “that the devastation of Jackson county [during the Civil War] forcibly reminded him of this remarkable prediction.” Elder Roberts cites additional descriptions of Jackson County’s role during the Civil War as fulfillment of this prophecy. (See Comprehensive History of the Church, 1:538–59; italics added.) 

The other school of thought on the so-called “yellow dog” prophecy is that some members feel it is yet to occur. However, a study of the supposed source of the prophecy is helpful. It seems to have originated in a conversation between Heber C. Kimball and Amanda H. Wilcox in Salt Lake City in May 1868. She reports him as saying, “The western boundaries of the State of Missouri will be swept so clean of its inhabitants that, as President Young tells us, when we return to that place, ‘There will not be left so much as a yellow dog to wag his tail.’ ” (Prophetic Sayings of Heber C. Kimball to Sister Amanda H. Wilcox, p. 6.) 

There seem to be a number of questions about the authenticity of this account since Heber C. Kimball was apparently in Provo, not Salt Lake, during the month of May. Also, no other record exists of Brigham Young making a similar statement. However, it is sufficiently similar to Joseph Smith’s statements, except for the “yellow dog,” that someone may have remembered the original substance but in the retelling allowed embellishment to creep in. 

The above are only three of the myths associated with Missouri’s prophetic future. Why did they arise? One reason may be that early Church members, disappointed in their efforts and suffering from their wrongs, welcomed statements describing their future success in Missouri. Another may be that the word-of-mouth method of transmitting much information in the early Church fostered the establishment of casual, and possibly incorrectly heard, remarks as doctrine. But regardless of our human logic and limited point of view, regardless of what may have been previously repeated innumerable times, we can be sure that the Lord’s will on this and all other subjects pertaining to our welfare will be made known through his living prophet. One thing we do know—there is no call to gather to Missouri. And above all, I know that the living prophet’s vision is both perfect and sufficient for our day.
‘Stand independent Above All other Creatures’
Bruce R. McConkie April 1979 General Conference-Extracts

“I stand before the Church this day and raise the warning voice. It is a prophetic voice, for I shall say only what the apostles and prophets have spoken concerning our day…... 
For the moment we live in a day of peace and prosperity, but it shall not ever be thus. Great trials lie ahead. All of the sorrows and perils of the past are but a foretaste of what is yet to be. And we must prepare ourselves temporally and spiritually…… 

There is a common axiom among us which states: A religion that cannot save a man temporally does not have power to save him spiritually. If we cannot care for our temporal needs in this world, how can we ever succeed in spiritual things in the world to come? 

Thus, speaking of temporal things—of lands and houses and crops, of work and sweat and toil, of the man Adam eating his bread in the sweat of his face (see Gen. 3:19)—the Lord says: “If you will that I give unto you a place in the celestial world, you must prepare yourselves by doing the things which I have commanded you and required of you” (D&C 78:7). 

Then he commands both the Church and its members “to prepare and organize” their temporal affairs according to the law of his gospel, “that through my providence,” saith the Lord, “notwithstanding the tribulation which shall descend upon you, that the church may stand independent above all other creatures beneath the celestial world. 
“That you may come up unto the crown prepared for you, and be made rulers over many kingdoms, saith the Lord God” (D&C 78:11, 14–15). 

The Church, which administers the gospel, and the Saints who have received the gospel, must be independent of all the powers of earth, as they work out their salvation—temporally and spiritually—with fear and trembling before the Lord! 

Be it remembered that tribulations lie ahead. There will be wars in one nation and kingdom after another until war is poured out upon all nations and two hundred million men of war mass their armaments at Armageddon. Peace has been taken from the earth, the angels of destruction have begun their work, and their swords shall not be sheathed until the Prince of Peace comes to destroy the wicked and usher in the great Millennium. 

There will be earthquakes and floods and famines. The waves of the sea shall heave themselves beyond their bounds, the clouds shall withhold their rain, and the crops of the earth shall wither and die. There will be plagues and pestilence and disease and death. An overflowing scourge shall cover the earth and a desolating sickness shall sweep the land. Flies shall take hold of the inhabitants of the earth, and maggots shall come in upon them. (See D&C 29:14–20) “Their flesh shall fall from off their bones, and their eyes from their sockets” (D&C 29:19). 
Bands of Gadianton robbers will infest every nation, immorality and murder and crime will increase, and it will seem as though every man’s hand is against his brother. We need not dwell more upon these things. We are commanded to search the scriptures where they are recounted with force and fervor, and they shall surely come to pass. 

It is one of the sad heresies of our time that peace will be gained by weary diplomats as they prepare treaties of compromise, or that the Millennium will be ushered in because men will learn to live in peace and to keep the commandments, or that the predicted plagues and promised desolations of latter days can in some way be avoided. We must do all we can to proclaim peace, to avoid war, to heal disease, to prepare for natural disasters—but with it all, that which is to be shall be. 

Knowing what we know, and having the light and understanding that has come to us, we must—as individuals and as a Church—use our talents, strengths, energies, abilities, and means to prepare for whatever may befall us and our children. We know that the world will go on in wickedness until the end of the world, which is the destruction of the wicked. We shall continue to live in the world, but with the Lord’s help we shall not be of the world. We shall strive to overcome carnality and worldliness of every sort and shall invite all men to flee from Babylon, join with us, and live as becometh Saints. 

As the Saints of the Most High we shall strive to “stand independent above all other creatures beneath the celestial world” (D&C 78:14). Our only hope is to free ourselves from the bondage of sin, to rid ourselves from the chains of darkness, to rise above the world, to live godly and upright lives. Relying always on the Lord, we must become independent of the world. We must be self-reliant. Using the agency God has given us, we must work out our own economic and temporal problems……

We do not know when the calamities and troubles of the last days will fall upon any of us as individuals or upon bodies of the Saints. The Lord deliberately withholds from us the day and hour of his coming and of the tribulations which shall precede it—all as part of the testing and probationary experiences of mortality. He simply tells us to watch and be ready. 

We can rest assured that if we have done all in our power to prepare for whatever lies ahead, he will then help us with whatever else we need………

We do not say that all of the Saints will be spared and saved from the coming day of desolation. But we do say there is no promise of safety and no promise of security except for those who love the Lord and who are seeking to do all that he commands. 

It may be, for instance, that nothing except the power of faith and the authority of the priesthood can save individuals and congregations from the atomic holocausts that surely shall be. 

And so we raise the warning voice and say: Take heed; prepare; watch and be ready. There is no security in any course except the course of obedience and conformity and righteousness. For thus saith the Lord: “The Lord’s scourge shall pass over by night and by day, and the report thereof shall vex all people; yea, it shall not be stayed until the Lord come; …  

“Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do all things whatsoever, I have commanded her,” saith the Lord. 

“But if she observe not to do whatsoever, I have commanded her, I will visit her according to all her works, with sore affliction, with pestilence, with plague, with sword, with vengeance, with devouring fire.” (D&C 97:23, 25–26.)” 

‘The Mystery of Mormonism’
Bruce R. McConkie Ensign, Nov. 1979, Oct 1979 General Conference 
“We are a peculiar people; we are a congregation of true believers who are unique and different from all others; we are the Saints of the Most High who are assembling together in many nations to build up Zion and to prepare a people for the second coming of the Son of Man.

We have yet to gather Israel into the stakes of Zion, to be established in all nations. We have yet to build up Zion and to establish her stakes as places of refuge among all people and in all nations.” 
‘This Final Glorious Gospel Dispensation’
Bruce R. McConkie Ensign, Apr. 1980 P 25

“We see congregations of the covenant people worshipping the Lord in Moscow and Peking and Saigon. We see Saints of the Most High raising their voices in Egypt and India and Africa. We see stakes of Zion in all parts of the earth; and Israel, the chosen people, gathering into these cities of holiness, as it were, to await the coming of their King. Truly the world is and will be in commotion, but the Zion of God will be unmoved. The wicked and ungodly shall be swept from the Church, and the little stone will continue to grow until it fills the whole earth.
‘The Coming Tests and Trials and Glory’
By Bruce R. McConkie General Conference Ensign May 1980 (extracts only)
“Nor are the days of our greatest sorrows and our deepest sufferings all behind us. They too lie ahead. We shall yet face greater perils, we shall yet be tested with more severe trials, and we shall yet weep more tears of sorrow than we have ever known before………...
We see the Lord break down the barriers so that the world of Islam and the world of Communism can hear the message of the restoration; and we glory in the fact that Ishmael—as well as Isaac—and Esau—as well as Jacob—shall have an inheritance in the eternal kingdom. 

We see congregations of the covenant people worshipping the Lord in Moscow and Peking and Saigon. We see Saints of the Most High raising their voices in Egypt and India and Africa. We see stakes of Zion in all parts of the earth; and Israel, the chosen people, gathering into these cities of holiness, as it were, to await the coming of their King. 
We see the Saints of God, who are scattered upon all the face of the earth, rise in power and glory and stand as lights and guides to the people of their own nations. 

Amid tears of sorrow—our hearts heavy with forebodings—we see evil and crime and carnality covering the earth. Liars and thieves and adulterers and homosexuals and murderers scarcely seek to hide their abominations from our view. Iniquity abounds. There is no peace on earth……….

We see evil forces everywhere uniting to destroy the family, to ridicule morality and decency, to glorify all that is lewd and base. We see wars and plagues and pestilence. Nations rise and fall. Blood and carnage and death are everywhere. Gadianton robbers fill the judgment seats in many nations. An evil power seeks to overthrow the freedom of all nations and countries. Satan reigns in the hearts of men; it is the great day of his power. 

But amid it all, the work of the Lord rolls on. The gospel is preached, and the witness is born. The elect of God forsake the traditions of their fathers and the ways of the world. The kingdom grows and prospers, for the Lord is with his people. Is it any wonder that we both rejoice and tremble at what lies ahead? 
Truly the world is and will be in commotion, but the Zion of God will be unmoved. The wicked and ungodly shall be swept from the Church, and the little stone will continue to grow until it fills the whole earth. 

The way ahead is dark and dreary and dreadful. There will yet be martyrs; the doors in Carthage shall again enclose the innocent. We have not been promised that the trials and evils of the world will entirely pass us by.
‘The Restoration of Israel to the Lands of Their Inheritance’
By President Marion G. Romney Counsellor in the First Presidency Ensign, May 1981
Note: President Marion G. Romney always taught according to the scriptures and never adopted the so-called new doctrine on Zion and the gathering established by Elder Bruce R McConkie and Harold B lee.  
This talk refers to the same Book of Mormon Scriptures used by Elder McConkie such as 2 Nephi 9:1-2, 2 Nephi. 6:9-11 in their true meaning as referring to the Jews. I believe Elder Romney gave this talk in response to a letter I sent to him on this subject. (Extracts only) 

Talk

“My beloved brethren and sisters, I am sure we all realize that we are living in the dispensation of the fullness of times, which will culminate in the second coming of the Saviour.
Among the predicted signs of His Second Coming was the restoration of the Church of Jesus Christ, to the fulfillment of which we are all witnesses; another is to be the establishment of Zion in America; and a third is the prediction that the children of Israel will be restored to the lands of their inheritance.

Much interest in the fulfilment of this third prediction has been aroused recently by the dedication of the Orson Hyde Memorial Gardens in Jerusalem and the diplomatic manoeuvring of the involved nations over the Holy Land. Against this background, it has been interesting to me, and I believe it will be interesting and informative to all of us, to consider what is written in the Book of Mormon concerning the restoration of the children of Israel to the lands of their inheritance and the Second Coming of the Saviour.

Soon after Lehi’s colony arrived in the Promised Land (about 580 B.C.), Nephi, having written concerning Christ’s then future birth, ministry, and crucifixion, continued:

“And as for those who are at Jerusalem, saith the prophet, they shall be scourged by all people, because they crucify the God of Israel, and turn their hearts aside, rejecting signs and wonders, and the power and glory of the God of Israel. And because they turn their hearts aside, saith the prophet, and have despised the Holy One of Israel, they shall wander in the flesh, and perish, and become a hiss and a byword, and be hated among all nations.

Nevertheless, when that day cometh, saith the prophet, that they no more turn aside their hearts against the Holy One of Israel, then will he remember the covenants which he made to their fathers. Yea, then will he remember the isles of the sea; yea, and all the people who are of the house of Israel, will I gather in, saith the Lord, according to the words of the prophet Zenos, from the four quarters of the earth.” (1 Nephi. 19:13-16.)

Nephi had earlier—before they crossed the ocean—spoken unto his brothers “concerning the restoration of the Jews in the latter days.

“And I did rehearse unto them,” he said, “the words of Isaiah, who spake concerning the restoration of the Jews, or of the house of Israel; and after they were restored they should no more be confounded, neither should they be scattered again.” (1 Nephi. 15:19-20.)

Some twenty-five years later, Nephi’s brother Jacob, speaking concerning the inhabitants of Jerusalem, said “that the Lord … should manifest himself unto them in the flesh; and after he should manifest himself they should scourge him and crucify him, according to the words of the angel who spake it unto me. And after they have hardened their hearts and stiffened their necks against the Holy One of Israel, behold, the judgments of the Holy One of Israel shall come upon them. And the day cometh that they shall be smitten and afflicted; wherefore, after they are driven to and fro, for thus saith the angel, many shall be afflicted in the flesh, and shall not be suffered to perish, because of the prayers of the faithful; they shall be scattered, and smitten, and hated; nevertheless, the Lord will be merciful unto them, that when they shall come to the knowledge of their Redeemer, they shall be gathered together again to the lands of their inheritance.” (2 Nephi. 6:9-11)

Later Jacob, the brother of Nephi, added:

“And now, my beloved brethren, I have read these things that ye might know concerning the covenants of the Lord that he has covenanted with all the house of Israel—

“That he has spoken unto the Jews, by the mouth of his holy prophets, even from the beginning down, from generation to generation, until the time comes that they shall be restored to the true church and fold of God; when they shall be gathered home to the lands of their inheritance, and shall be established in all their lands of promise.” (2 Nephi. 9:1-2.)

“But behold, thus saith the Lord God: When the day cometh that they shall believe in me, that I am Christ, then have I covenanted with their fathers that they shall be restored in the flesh, upon the earth, unto the lands of their inheritance.

“And it shall come to pass that they shall be gathered in from their long dispersion, from the isles of the sea, and from the four parts of the earth; and the nations of the Gentiles shall be great in the eyes of me, saith God, in carrying them forth to the lands of their inheritance.” (2 Nephi. 10:7-8.)
Near the end of his life, Nephi, foretelling the future history of the Jews, said that, following the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, “the Jews shall be scattered among all nations; yea, and also Babylon shall be destroyed; wherefore, the Jews shall be scattered by other nations. [It was Babylon that scattered the Jews, of course, before the birth of Christ.]

“And after they have been scattered, and the Lord God hath scourged them by other nations for the space of many generations, yea, even down from generation to generation until they shall be persuaded to believe in Christ, the Son of God, and the atonement, which is infinite for all mankind—and when that day shall come that they shall believe in Christ, and worship the Father in his name, with pure hearts and clean hands, and look not forward any more for another Messiah, then, at that time, the day will come that it must needs be expedient that they should believe these things. And the Lord will set his hand again the second time to restore his people from their lost and fallen state.” (2 Nephi. 25:15-17)

In the twentieth chapter of 3 Nephi, the resurrected Jesus—speaking of our day when the gospel would be restored among the Gentiles as it has now been—said: “When they [the Gentiles] shall have received the fullness of my gospel, then if they shall harden their hearts against me … 

“I will remember the covenant which I have made with my people; and I have covenanted with them that I would gather them together in mine own due time, that I would give unto them again the land of their fathers for their inheritance, which is the land of Jerusalem, which is the promised land unto them forever, saith the Father.  And it shall come to pass that the time cometh, when the fullness of my gospel shall be preached unto them; And they shall believe in me that I am Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and shall pray unto the Father in my name. Then shall their watchmen lift up their voice, and with the voice together shall they sing; for they shall see eye to eye.
Then will the Father gather them together again and give unto them Jerusalem for the land of their inheritance. Then shall they break forth into joy—Sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem; for the Father hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem. … Verily, verily, I say unto you, all these things shall surely come, even as the Father hath commanded me. Then shall this covenant which the Father hath covenanted with his people be fulfilled; and then shall Jerusalem be inhabited again with my people, and it shall be the land of their inheritance.” (3 Nephi. 20:28-34, 46.)
“Verily I say unto you,” Said the Saviour to the Nephites, “I give unto you a sign, that ye may know the time when these things shall be about to take place. … … at that day, even when this gospel shall be preached among the remnant of this people. Verily I say unto you, at that day shall the work of the Father commence among all the dispersed of my people, yea, even the tribes which have been lost, which the Father hath led away out of Jerusalem.

“Yea, the work shall commence among all the dispersed of my people, with the Father, to prepare the way whereby they may come unto me, that they may call on the Father in my name. Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father, among all nations, in preparing the way whereby his people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance.” (3 Nephi 21:1, 26-28.)
Mormon, finishing his abridged account of Christ’s ministry among the Nephites, said:

“And now behold, I say unto you that when the Lord shall see fit, in his wisdom, that these sayings shall come unto the Gentiles according to His word, then ye may know that the covenant which the Father hath made with the children of Israel, concerning their restoration to the lands of their inheritance, is already beginning to be fulfilled. And ye may know that the words of the Lord, which have been spoken by the holy prophets, shall all be fulfilled; and ye need not say that the Lord delays his coming unto the children of Israel.

And ye need not imagine in your hearts that the words which have been spoken are vain, for behold, the Lord will remember his covenant which he hath made unto his people of the house of Israel. … Yea, and ye need not any longer hiss, nor spurn, nor make game of the Jews, nor any of the remnant of the house of Israel; for behold, the Lord remembereth his covenant unto them, and he will do unto them according to that which he hath sworn.” (3 Nephi. 29:1-3, 8.)

Concluding the record which Moroni would deposit in the Hill Cumorah, which Joseph Smith would bring forth 1,400 years later, Mormon wrote: “Now these things are written unto the remnant of the house of Jacob; … and they are to be hid up unto the Lord that they may come forth in his own due time. … And behold, they shall go unto the unbelieving of the Jews; and for this intent shall they go—that they may be persuaded that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God; that the Father may bring about, through His most Beloved, His great and eternal purpose, in restoring the Jews, or all the house of Israel, to the land of their inheritance, which the Lord their God hath given them, unto the fulfilling of His covenant.” (Mormon. 5:12, 14.)

These predictions by the Book of Mormon prophets make it perfectly clear that the restoration of the house of Israel to the lands of their inheritance will signal their acceptance of Jesus Christ as their Redeemer, to which I testify, in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
President Ezra Taft Benson in BYU 1981 Fireside Speeches
“We know not the day nor the hour of His coming, but of this you may feel assured: You stand close to the great day of the Lord! In His words of modern revelation, we say to you, “Seek the face of the Lord always” (D&C 101:38). You will live in the midst of economic, political and spiritually instability. 
When you see these signs – unmistakable evidences that His coming is nigh – be not troubled, but “stand… in holy places, and be not moved, until the day of the Lord come” (D&C 87:8).
“Holy men stand in holy places and these holy places include our temples, our chapels, our homes, and the stakes of Zion, which are, as the Lord declares, “for a defence, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth” (D&C 115:6). 
Heed the Lord’s counsel to the Saints of this dispensation: “Prepare yourselves for the great day of the Lord” (D&C 133:10).

The Lord has said, “For Zion must increase in beauty, and in holiness; her borders must be enlarged; her stakes must be strengthened; yea, verily I say unto you, Zion must arise and put on her beautiful garments.” (D&C 82:14.) New Era 1982
Ground Broken for First Temple in Australia
Elder Bruce R. McConkie “News of the Church,” Ensign, Oct. 1982
“Elder McConkie noted that the gathering of Israel referred to in Isaiah, with mention of the mountain of the Lord’s House ‘in the tops of the mountains,’ is figurative language for places where temples will be built.”

“The gathering of Israel is into the stakes of Zion in the nations of the earth. This temple is a fulfilment, as far as Australia is concerned, of that prophecy of Isaiah. It is just as literal a fulfilment as the building of the temple in Salt Lake.”

‘Welfare Principles to Guide Our Lives’
Elder Robert D Hale Ensign May 1986 

“The welfare plan builds a Zion People. Zion is characterized in scripture as a city in which the people “were of one heart and one mind and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them.” (Moses 7:18.) Zion is “every man seeking the interest of his neighbour and doing all things with an eye single to the glory of God.” (D&C 82:19.) 
This promised Zion always seems to be a little beyond our reach. We need to understand that as much virtue can be gained in progressing toward Zion as in dwelling there. It is a process as well as a destination. We approach or withdraw from Zion through the manner in which we conduct our daily dealings, how we live within our families, whether we pay an honest tithe and generous fast offering, how we seize opportunities to serve and do so diligently. 
Many are perfected upon the road to Zion who will never see the city in mortality. So, my bothers and sisters, when we think of welfare, let us think of the plan revealed by our Lord for the eternal welfare of our souls. It is a plan to build faith, love, compassion, self-reliance, and unity. When adapted to local needs throughout the world by vigorous priesthood leaders, the plan sanctifies both givers and receivers and prepares a Zion people.”
‘Beware of Pride’
Ezra Taft Benson Ensign May 1989

“My dear brethren and sisters, we must prepare to redeem Zion. It was essentially the sin of pride that kept us from establishing Zion in the days of the Prophet Joseph Smith. It was the same sin of pride that brought consecration to an end among the Nephites. (See 4 Ne. 1:24–25.)

Pride is the great stumbling block to Zion. I repeat: Pride is the great stumbling block to Zion.”
‘Days Never to Be Forgotten’
Thomas S. Monson Ensign Nov. 1990 P 70

“All of this history and much more crowded my mind during the dedication services of the 
Toronto Temple. I reflected on the many nationalities represented by our members there. English, Scottish, German, French, and Italian predominated, but there were also members from Greece, Hungary, Finland, Holland, Estonia, and Poland. Surely, Toronto is an example of the promise of the Lord found in Jeremiah: “I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion.” (Jeremiah 3:14.) This He has done; and from this Zion called Toronto, the word now goes forth in these native tongues to the home nations of those He has gathered.”
‘Strengthen Thy Stakes’
Ezra Taft Benson Ensign Jan. 1991
“The term stake is a symbolic expression. Picture in your mind a great tent held up by cords extended to many stakes that are firmly secured in the ground. The prophets likened latter-day Zion to a great tent encompassing the earth. That tent was supported by cords fastened to stakes. Those stakes, of course, are various geographical organizations spread out over the earth. Presently, Israel is being gathered to the various stakes of Zion.
In order to impress upon you the purpose of a stake, I shall quote a few passages of scripture: 
“And again, inasmuch as parents have children in Zion, or in any of her stakes which are organized, that teach them not to understand the doctrine of repentance, faith in Christ the son of the living God, and of baptism and the gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of the hands, when eight years old, the sin be upon the heads of the parents. For this shall be a law unto the inhabitants of Zion, or in any of her stakes which are organized” (D&C 68:25–26) 

Here we see one of the major purposes of stakes. They are organized to assist parents who have “children in Zion” to teach them the gospel of Jesus Christ and administer the ordinances of salvation. Stakes are formed to perfect the Saints, and that development begins in the home with effective gospel instruction. Only after a stake is organized may the full Church program be authorized for the benefit of the members. This means priesthood quorums, for young men and adult males, and the auxiliary programs of the Church. These exist to assist families and individuals in building and strengthening testimonies of the gospel and in preparing for spiritual growth during our probation on earth.

In another revelation the Lord states: “For Zion must increase in beauty, and in holiness; her borders must be enlarged; her stakes must be strengthened; yea, verily I say unto you, Zion must arise and put on her beautiful garments.” (D&C 82:14.)

Here the Lord declares another great purpose of a stake: to be a beautiful emblem for all the world to see. The phrase “put on her beautiful garments” refers, of course, to the inner sanctity that must be attained by every member who calls himself or herself a Saint. Zion is “the pure in heart.” (D&C 97:21.)
Stakes in Zion are strengthened, and Zion’s borders enlarged as members reflect the standard of holiness that the Lord expects of His chosen people. 
“Put on thy strength, O Zion” is an expression of prophets through the ages. This was interpreted by the Prophet Joseph Smith in this manner: “[This has] reference to those whom God should call in the last days, who should hold the power of priesthood to bring again Zion, and the redemption of Israel; and to put on her strength is to put on the authority of the priesthood, which she, Zion, has a right to by lineage.” (D&C 113:8.)

Yet another revelation from the Lord gives this explanation of the purpose of stakes:

“Verily I say unto you all: Arise and shine forth, that thy light may be a standard for the nations; And that the gathering together upon the land of Zion, and upon her stakes, may be for a defence, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth.” (D&C 115:5–6.)

In this revelation is a command to let our light shine so it becomes a standard for the nations. A standard is a rule of measure by which one determines exactness or perfection. The Saints are to be a standard of holiness for the world to see! That is the beauty of Zion.

The Lord then reveals that the stakes of Zion are to be “for a defence, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured [page 4] out without mixture upon the whole earth.” Stakes are a defence for the Saints from enemies both seen and unseen. The defence is direction provided through priesthood channels that strengthens testimony and promotes family solidarity and individual righteousness.

In the Lord’s preface to his revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants, He warned: “The day speedily cometh; the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand, when peace shall be taken from the earth and the devil shall have power over his own dominion.” (D&C 1:35.)

Today—some 160 years after this revelation was given—we see the fulfilment of this prediction. Satan, in undiminished fury, is displaying power over “his own dominion”—the earth. Never has his influence been so great, and only those who have taken the Holy Spirit as their guide and followed counsel from priesthood leaders will be spared from the havoc of his evil influence.

The Lord also states in that prefatory revelation that He “shall have power over his saints, and shall reign in their midst.” (D&C 1:36) He does this as He works through His anointed servants and stake and ward authorities.

The Book of Mormon prophet Nephi foresaw the day when the Saints would be scattered in stakes all over the world. He saw the time when the Lord would extend His protection to them when menaced by a storm of destruction that threatened their existence. Nephi prophesied:.“And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld the power of the Lamb of God, that it descended upon the saints of the church of the Lamb, and upon the covenant people of the Lord, who were scattered upon all the face of the earth; and they were armed with righteousness and with the power of God in great glory.” (1 Nephi 14:14)

Through revelation we know that there will be perils, calamities, and persecution in the latter days, but through righteousness the Saints may be spared. The promise of the Lord in the Book of Mormon is sure: “He will preserve the righteous by his power.” (1 Nephi 22:17)

From the revelations, we can see that a stake has at least four purposes:

1. Each stake, presided over by three high priests and supported by twelve men known as a high council, becomes a miniature Church to the Saints in a specific geographic area. The purpose is to unify and perfect the members who live in those boundaries by extending to them the Church programs, the ordinances, and gospel instruction.

2. Members of stakes are to be models, or standards, of righteousness.

3. Stakes are to be a defence. They do this as stake members unify under their local priesthood officers and consecrate themselves to do their duty and keep their covenants. Those covenants, if kept, become a protection from error, evil, or calamity. We only build temples in stakes……
4. Stakes are a refuge from the storm which is to be poured out over the earth………”
‘To Be Learned Is Good If’
Boyd K. Packer Ensign Nov. 1992 Oct 1992 General Conference
“There is much said in the scriptures about the gathering of the Saints. In the early days, the call went out to converts all over the world to gather to Zion. And they came, first as a trickle, and then as a stream. The Zion to which they came was under terrible persecution and was greatly strengthened by their very numbers. Because there were no public schools, the Church opened schools. Even in our own generation, schools have been established where there were none.

In an area conference held in Mexico City in 1972, Bruce R. McConkie said: “[The] revealed words speak of … there being congregations of … covenant people of the Lord in every nation, speaking every tongue, and among every people when the Lord comes again. … 

“The place of gathering for the Mexican Saints is in Mexico; the place of gathering for the Guatemalan Saints is in Guatemala; the place of gathering for the Brazilian Saints is in Brazil; and so it goes throughout the length and breadth of the whole earth. … Every nation is the gathering place for its own people.” (Mexico and Central America Area Conference 1972)
The following April, President Harold B. Lee quoted those words in general conference, and, in effect, announced that the pioneering phase of gathering was now over. The gathering is now to be out of the world into the Church in every nation. (Conference Apr. 1973, p. 7)
As public schools became available, most of the Church schools were closed. At once, seminaries and institutes of religion were established in many nations. Some few schools are left over from that pioneering period, Brigham Young University and Ricks College. Now BYU is full to the brim and running over. It serves an ever-decreasing percentage of our college-age youth at an ever-increasing cost per student. Every year a larger number of qualified students must be turned away simply because there is no room for them.
Leaders and members plead for us to duplicate these schools elsewhere. But we cannot, neither should we, attempt to provide secular education for all members of the Church worldwide. Our youth have no choice but to attend other schools. Those who cannot attend Church schools have been counseled by the First Presidency to gather where there is an institute of religion. The institute program will be greatly enhanced for your benefit. Some of you live in countries where schooling is relatively easy to obtain. 
Others must struggle simply to learn to read and to write because schools, or the means to attend them, are beyond your reach.
This summer at a family reunion, Sister Packer and I announced the end of a family tradition. Our ten children and some of our grandchildren have attended BYU. It will not be possible for all of our grandchildren to follow that tradition. 
We must not ignore these warnings in the Book of Mormon: He Quotes (3 Ne. 6:12–14)
Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf ‘The Only True and Valid Basis’s Ensign, Nov. 1994 
“In those years, many Saints left Europe to go to Zion. But then the Brethren taught us that Zion could be anywhere around the globe if we were willing to establish it. The Saints had faith and stayed, and Zion increased in beauty and holiness. Stakes were organized and strengthened. Nevertheless, Germany still had two completely different political systems divided by concrete-walled boundaries. In 1989, the Berlin Wall fell; and this week, four years ago, Germany was reunited. The borders were enlarged, and Zion was enabled to put on her beautiful garments—there are now two temples in Germany, five temples in Europe, and more to come. The kingdom of God is expanding rapidly into the eastern parts of Europe.”
James E. Faust, “Responsibilities of Shepherds,” Ensign, May 1995, 

“The stake president is also a constitutional officer of the Church, for he presides over the stake, which the Lord has said “may be for a defence, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole [page 47] earth.”  The stakes are “the curtains or the strength of Zion.”  They are to be spiritual centres of righteousness, strength, and protection.”
 Gordon B. Hinckley  “This Work Is Concerned with People,”: Ensign, May 1995, 

“The organization can grow and multiply in numbers, as it surely will. This gospel must be carried to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. There can never be in the foreseeable future a standing still or a failure to reach out, to move forward, to build, to enlarge Zion across the world. But with all of this there must continue to be an intimate pastoral relationship of every member with a wise and caring bishop or branch president. These are the shepherds of the flock whose responsibility it is to look after the people in relatively small numbers so that none is forgotten, overlooked, or neglected.
‘Growing with a Living Church’
Arnold K. Garr Ensign, Oct. 1996 (Extracts only)
“This program, called the Perpetual Emigrating Fund, helped tens of thousands of Europeans to immigrate. This was such a dominant movement that, as the 1870 Utah census indicates, more than one-third of the people living in the territory were foreign born. 

By the 1890s, however, circumstances began to change. The United States government put greater restrictions on immigration. At the same time, the Latter-day Saint stronghold in the West had grown and solidified. The leaders of the Church began to work toward an expanded vision … of the distant stakes of the tent of Zion (see Isaiah. 54:2; D&C 82:14).” 
As a result, in 1898 President George Q. Cannon, First Counsellor in the First Presidency, made the Church’s first formal statement discouraging European converts from immigrating to Utah. They were admonished to “remain quiet for a while; to not be anxious to break up their homes to gather to Zion.”  

By the 1920s, the First Presidency specifically admonished the missionaries to cease preaching emigration; the converts in foreign countries could do more to build the kingdom if they would remain in their own lands. The great movement to gather to a central location had been an important phase in our church’s history, the First Presidency said, “but we must realize that times and conditions change and that therefore the application of the principles and teachings must change.” 

One of the most instructive statements in helping us understand the concept of gathering for the Church today was made by Elder Bruce R. McConkie. While a member of the First Council of the Seventy, he said in a sermon to the Saints of Mexico and Central America in August 1972: “The place of gathering for the Mexican Saints is in Mexico; the place of gathering for the Guatemalan Saints is in Guatemala; the place of gathering for the Brazilian Saints is in Brazil; and so it goes throughout the length and breadth of the whole earth. … Every nation is the gathering place for its own people.” 

President Spencer W. Kimball gave emphasis to this important concept in 1978: “Now the gathering of Israel consists of joining the true church and … coming to the knowledge of the true God. … Any person, therefore, who has accepted the restored gospel, and who now seeks to worship the Lord in his own tongue and with the Saints in the nations where he lives, has complied with the law of the gathering of Israel and is heir to all of the blessings promised the Saints in these last days.”  
Through the years our inspired prophets, seers, and revelators have helped broaden our understanding of the important concept of Zion. In their teachings and in the scriptures, Zion can be seen in different perspectives. Many of the earliest revelations in this dispensation emphasized the concept of Zion as a people, or a group of the Lord’s followers. Before the Church was organized, the Lord commanded several brethren, “Seek to bring forth and establish the cause of Zion” (D&C 6:6; D&C 11:6; D&C 12:6). On the day the Church was organized, the Lord said that he had inspired the Prophet Joseph Smith “to move the cause of Zion in mighty power” (D&C 21:7).

Then, after the establishment of the Church, various brethren were commanded at different times to devote themselves to the cause of Zion (see D&C 24:7; D&C 30:11; D&C 93:53). Thus, Zion came to be associated with The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (see D&C 68:25; D&C 115:4–6). Even today, a person who joins the Church becomes a citizen of Zion and is expected to labor in its behalf, Elder McConkie taught. 

A second concept of Zion treats it as a state of being—people who are pure in heart. 

With regard to the character of the citizens who lived in that great city, the record states: “And the Lord called His people ZION, because they were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them” (Moses 7:18). From this we can see that in order to be a good citizen of Zion, it is not sufficient for a person merely to join the true Church; one must also strive diligently to keep the commandments. In 1833 came the scriptural injunction: “Verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion—THE PURE IN HEART” (D&C 97:21).
President Brigham Young once taught: “Who are Zion? The pure in heart are Zion; they have Zion within them. Purify yourselves, sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and have the Zion of God within you.” 
On another occasion, President Young harmonized these first two concepts of Zion—belonging to the community of believers and striving to be pure in heart—in one comment: “Where is Zion? Where the organization of the Church of God is; and may it dwell spiritually in every heart; and may we so live as to always enjoy the Spirit of Zion.” 

In the 1830s a third concept of Zion emerged almost concurrently with the two ideas already discussed: [page 29] Zion as a specific geographic location.

In September of 1830, in the same revelation that called Oliver Cowdery to be a missionary to the Lamanites, the Lord stated: “It is not revealed, and no man knoweth where the city Zion shall be built, but it shall be given hereafter. Behold, I say unto you that it shall be on the borders by the Lamanites” (D&C 28:9). Then on 20 July 1831, just after the Prophet Joseph Smith arrived in Missouri, the Lord revealed the specific location. He proclaimed Missouri to be “the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of the saints. 
“Wherefore, this is the land of promise, and the place for the city of Zion.… Behold, the place which is now called Independence is the centre place” (D&C 57:1–3)

Soon thereafter, thousands of Saints started gathering to Missouri—site of the new geographic Zion. Within a few short years, however, they were driven from the state. Still, they maintained the hope that they would return sometime in the future and redeem, or reclaim, the latter-day Zion.

Yet even before the Saints were expelled from Missouri, the Lord provided through the Prophet Joseph Smith an even broader vision of Zion. In 1832 the Prophet was told, “Zion must increase in beauty, and in holiness; her borders must be enlarged” (D&C 82:14; emphasis added). Then in 1844, while the Saints were living in Illinois, the Prophet Joseph Smith boldly declared: “You know there has been great discussion in relation to Zion—where it is, and where the gathering of the dispensation is, and which I am now going to tell you. … The whole of America is Zion itself from north to south.” 

When the Prophet announced this remarkable view, it must have been stirring to the Saints. It foreshadowed the most expansive concept of Zion: many stakes spreading over the earth as multiple gathering places for faithful Church members.
 In 1833, during the time that the Saints were being expelled from Jackson County, Missouri, the Lord offered a glimpse of this broad vision of Zion. He revealed to the Prophet Joseph that the day would come when there would be “no more room” for the Saints in Missouri; “and then I have other places which I will appoint unto them, and they shall be called stakes, for the curtains or the strength of Zion” (D&C 101:21; emphasis added). In the dedicatory prayer on the Kirtland Temple in 1836, there was a plea that new converts to the Church “may come forth to Zion, or to her stakes” (D&C 109:39; emphasis added). Two years later, another revelation taught “the gathering together upon the land of Zion, and upon her stakes, may be for a defence, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth” (D&C 115:6; emphasis added).

More recently, President Spencer W. Kimball underscored this important doctrine: 
“The First Presidency and the Twelve see great wisdom in the multiple Zions, many gathering places where the Saints within their own culture and nation can act as a leaven in the building of the kingdom.” Teachings of President Spencer W. Kimball page 440
What, then, do we know relative to the future of Zion? Elder McConkie taught: 
“Let Israel gather to the stakes of Zion in all nations. Let every land be a Zion to those appointed to dwell there. … But still there is a centre place, a place where the chief temple shall stand. … And that centre place is what men now call Independence in Jackson County, Missouri.”  On another occasion he wrote: “The return to Jackson County will be by delegates, as it were. Those whose services are needed there will assemble as appointed. The rest of Israel will remain in their appointed places.” The Millennial Messiah p 294
In 1976 President Kimball attended conferences in England, Scotland, and throughout the South Pacific, telling one group, “We want people to stay where they are and build Zion” (Kimball, Spencer W. Kimball, 423–24). “News of the Church,” Ensign, Feb. 1997.

Gordon B. Hinckley. News of the Church Ensign Aug. 1997, 76–77

“Wednesday, 14 May, members from eight stakes and four districts met in Sydney to hear the Church leader. Referring to the hymn “Come, Come Ye Saints,” President Hinckley spoke about the great legacy that Church members have as a result of the sacrifices of the pioneers. “That great hymn,” he said, “is as applicable to us today, to the Saints all across the world, as it was to those who made that great and treacherous journey. None of us today can really appreciate what they went through.

 “What a marvellous thing it is, my brethren and sisters, to have such a great legacy. Now those days are past. There is no more serious persecution; there is no more gathering to Zion. Not too many years ago, more than half of the Church membership lived in Utah. Now just 17 percent of the membership of the Church lives in that state. We’ve expanded over this earth, and we are helping to bring blessings to the people of those nations.” In 1836 Moses appeared to the Prophet Joseph Smith in the Kirtland Temple to restore the keys for the “gathering of Israel from the four parts of the earth, and the leading of the ten tribes from the land of the north” (D&C 110:11).
President Harold B. Lee explained the nature of the gathering in the last days: “The gathering of Israel consists of joining the true church; of coming to knowledge of the true God and of his saving truths” (quoting Bruce R. McConkie in “Strengthen the Stakes of Zion,” Ensign, July 1973, 4).
‘Gathering Scattered Israel: Then and Now’
Paul K. Browning Ensign July 1998 page 60

What does it mean to gather Israel today?

“How can Israel be gathered if they are dispersed among all nations and have no sense of their identity? How can anyone know who Israel is? And to what do they return? Modern scriptures provide the answers. The Lord said to the Latter-day Saints, “And ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts” (D&C 29:7). Obviously, of first importance is their receptivity to God and his teachings.

From this scripture and many similar texts, it is clear that an important component of the latter-day gathering of Israel involves worldwide missionary work. Those who are spiritually ready among the nations hearken to the gospel message. That messengers to Israel will be involved in the return of Israel to their God is evident in these words to Jeremiah, given by the Lord as he spoke of this future return: “Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the Lord, and they shall fish them; and after will I send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks” (Jer. 16:16).

In 1836 Moses appeared to the Prophet Joseph Smith in the Kirtland Temple to restore the keys for the “gathering of Israel from the four parts of the earth, and the leading of the ten tribes from the land of the north” (D&C 110:11). 
President Harold B. Lee explained the nature of the gathering in the last days: “The gathering of Israel consists of joining the true church; of coming to a knowledge of the true God and of his saving truths” (quoting Bruce R. McConkie in “Strengthen the Stakes of Zion” Ensign, July 1973, 4)…………..
In the beginning decades of the Church, converts were encouraged to relocate to places where the Church was headquartered, whether that was Kirtland, Nauvoo, or Salt Lake City. That particular era has passed. Today those who join the Church are encouraged to gather to its stakes—or to build new stakes. Jacob of the Book of Mormon foresaw this development: “They shall be gathered home to the lands of their inheritance and shall be established in all their lands of promise” (2 Ne. 9:2); emphasis added).

President Harold B. Lee emphasized this understanding of what it means to gather when he said, “The place of gathering for the Mexican Saints is in Mexico; the place of gathering for the Guatemalan Saints is in Guatemala; the place of gathering for the Brazilian Saints is in Brazil; and so it goes throughout the length and breadth of the whole earth” (“Strengthen the Stakes of Zion,” Ensign, July 1973, 5)
‘Five Marks of the Divinity of Jesus Christ’
By President Ezra Taft Benson Ensign, Dec 2001-Brief Extracts (Taken From a fireside address given at the University of Utah Special Events Center on 9 December 1979)
The Fifth Mark of His Divinity Is His Promised Coming

“He told the Twelve, “I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again” (John 14:2–3; emphasis added). As the time of His departure drew nigh, He took them to a place outside of Bethany. There He imparted His last instructions and blessing to the Twelve. He then arose “while they beheld” and ascended to heaven, “and a cloud received him out of their sight.” As the Apostles stood looking up, two heavenly messengers appeared and spoke: “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:9–11; emphasis added)….
Before He comes, the testimony of the servants of God will be rejected, by and large. Because of this rejection great calamities will befall the nations of the world, for the Lord Himself has declared:

After quoting D&C 88:99-91; D&C 45:31-33; D&C 45:40-42
I realize this is not a pleasant picture. I take no delight in its portrayal, nor do I look forward to the day when calamities shall come upon mankind. But these words are not my own; the Lord has spoken them. Knowing what we know as His servants, can we hesitate to raise a warning voice to all who will listen that they may be prepared for the days ahead? Silence in the face of such calamity is sin! But there is a bright side to an otherwise gloomy picture—the coming of our Lord in all His glory. His coming will be both glorious and terrible, depending on the spiritual condition of those who remain.

His first appearance will be to the righteous Saints who have gathered to the New Jerusalem. In this place of refuge, they will be safe from the wrath of the Lord, which will be poured out without measure on all nations.
 Modern revelation provides this description:

“And the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion. And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another” (D&C 45:67–69). (For the rest of this part of the talk see the study “Voice of Warning to all People of the Destructions of the Last Days”) END
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