Use of the Term ‘Gathering to Zion’ by Leaders 1830-1966
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Introduction
The use of the term Zion by leaders of the church makes a fascinating study.
Joseph Smith received revelation upon revelation as the Lord taught him the true concept of Zion-where the appointed place of Zion was located; who would qualify to become a citizen of Zion; and the laws the saints would be required to live. These truths came over a period of time but unbeknown to the Prophet and the saints at that time they were only laying the foundation of that which was destined for the future. The Lord who knows the beginning from the end revealed to His chosen servant: 
D&C 58: 5-7: “Remember this, which I tell you before, that you may lay it to heart, and receive that which is to follow. Behold, verily I say unto you, for this cause I have sent you-that you might be obedient, and that your hearts might be prepared to bear testimony of the things which are to come; and also that you might be honoured in laying the foundation, and in bearing record of the land upon which the Zion of God shall stand.” 
Joseph believing Zion was to be established in his time, exercised his faith and brought forth the revelations that would one day be sufficient in the establishment of Zion or the New Jerusalem. These revelations on Zion in the Doctrine and Covenants are the foundation of all that we believe in the study of this subject.

The Prophet Joseph’s love for Zion knew no bounds. He was commended of the Lord, for his desire to see the Zion of God come forth in these latter days: 
D&C 21:7-8: “For thus saith the Lord God; Him have I inspired to move the cause of Zion in mighty power for good, and his diligence I know, and his prayers I have heard. Yea, his weeping for Zion I have seen, and I will cause that he shall mourn for her no longer.” 
See the studies on Zion, the gathering, The law of Consecration, and related topics in the folder  Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
Brief History of Usage of the Word Zion from Brigham Young
The term Zion was used as a descriptive term for the Inter Mountain West with Salt Lake City as the Centre. Ancient and modern scriptures on the Gathering of Israel to Zion were applied to that era. The Saints were admonished to gather out of Babylon to the Zion set up in the American West. It was hoped that Zion would be expanded to the regions round about by establishing settlements and colonies.

The only exception to this was the teachings of President Lorenzo Snow. During his short tenure as President, Lorenzo Snow did not use the term Zion on a general basis like his predecessors but emphasised the need for the saints to prepare to redeem Zion in Jackson County, Missouri. He spoke of the need to live the Law of Tithing as a preparation to live the higher Law of Consecration. President Snow quoted much from the Doctrine and Covenants in regard to the necessity for the purchase of the sacred lands of Zion, referring to Jackson County. He drew a clear distinction during his presidency in using the term Zion as referring to Jackson County and to the stakes of Zion instead of Utah and the Inter Mountain West. He even stated that some of the saints then living would return to Jackson County.
During the administration of President Grant, the meaning of Zion was further expanded to include the rest of North America and also South America.
See talks by Brigham H. Roberts Gen Conf. Oct 1924 and April 1930
And Melvin J. Ballard Gen Conf. Oct 1925 and April 1930.

During this period Zion was further applied to mean: “Wherever the Latter-day Saints settle and practice the principles of the Gospel” with the emphasis being placed on Zion being The Pure in Heart” 
The scripture in D&C 45:68 “must needs flee unto Zion for safety”, was applied to anywhere where the people lived worthily as the Pure in Heart to claim the title Citizen of Zion instead of the New Jerusalem. 

See the talk by Sylvester Q. Cannon General Conf. April 1936 
See the talk by John Widstoe Gen Conf. April 1942 and Oct 1943. 
During the administration of President David O McKay greater emphasis was once again given to the sacred lands in Jackson County, Missouri. 
In 1968 Elder Alvin R. Dyer was called as an additional Counselor to the First Presidency specifically to give emphasis to Zion, the New Jerusalem. President Dyer had previously served in that area as a Mission President. 
In 1966 President McKay visited the sites of the future New Jerusalem in Jackson County with Elder Dyer as his guide. Elder Dyer wrote a book called ‘The Refiner’s Fire’, which gives details of this visit and gives much detail concerning the past and future events in this area. 
Elder Dyer was very keen for the church to take a much greater interest in the area where Zion will be established. His statements on Zion centred on the Redemption of Zion in Jackson County. He also assisted in the relocation of the Pattonsburg Dam, which saved Adam-ondi-Ahman and other lands from being inundated with water. Under the direction of President McKay, the church made several purchases of properties in Missouri including the sacred lands of Adam-ondi-Ahman. 
The next major development took place in the 1970’s from President Harold B. Lee 
President Harold B. Lee quoted the writings of Elder Bruce R. McConkie encouraging the saints to build Zion in their own nation. During the period 1970-onwards the concept of Zion came to mean the pure in heart and any location in the world where were the pure in heart were organized into wards and stakes of the church. The teaching that Zion is the “Pure in Heart” was emphasized above all other meanings. 
Elder Boyd K Packer of the twelve apostles made the following comments concerning this change.

“In August 1972, a historic change was announced, "a redirection from the Lord. Gathering was not to continue as it had for nearly 150 years. . . . Henceforth, they were to be gathered out of the world into the Church in their own lands into the stakes of Zion. A stake is a refuge from the world," President Packer explained.

At the next general conference, President Harold B. Lee officially announced that the pioneering phase of gathering was over. President Packer said that President Lee quoted the words of Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the Council of the Twelve at a Mexico City Area Conference the previous August. Gathering Spirit still Continues’ By Elder Boyd K Packer LDS Church News 8 July 2006
The following talks have become the standard doctrine expressed by leaders in the manuals of the church since the 1970’s.
‘Strengthen the Stakes of Zion.’ President Harold B. Lee General Conf. April 1973.
‘Your Light to be a standard unto the Nations’ President Harold B Lee August 1973 Ensign First presidency Message with President Lee Quoting Bruce R. McConkie’s message at the Mexico City Area Conference in August 1972.
 “Here we build our Zion” Elder Gordon B. Hinckley Ensign Aug 1973

‘Come: Let Israel Build Zion’. Bruce R. McConkie- Ensign May 1977

‘Strengthen Thy Stakes’ President Ezra T. Benson January 1991 Ensign.

Emphasis was given that the Stakes of Zion established throughout the world were places of safety and refuge for the saints. Indeed that area became Zion by the fact that a stake was organized in that area. See President Ezra T. Benson Ensign Jan 1991
Elder Bruce R. McConkie talked more on the subject of Zion than any other general Authority at General conference, Area Conferences and in his writings. He is quoted more in church manuals, talks, and Ensign Articles and in books than anybody else. Elder Russell M Nelson in particular has used the writings of Elder McConkie more than any other Apostle. 
See for example The Gospel Doctrine Manual for 1985 Chapters 20 and 22.

The Gospel Doctrine Manual for 2001 lesson 46.

Priesthood manuals 1979-1980 lesson 2. 1985 lesson 20.
See the studies Are these Teachings in the book ‘The Millennial Messiah’ Scriptural 
An Attempt to Resolve the Contrasting Teachings of Two Apostles
Understanding the Meaning of the Term ‘Zion’
Zion is a Composite Term
Some confusion has arisen because of the composite meaning of the term Zion as explained in the above document. 
A clear understanding of the term Zion can only be obtained by knowing the essential parts required for its establishment in this generation. The Doctrine and Covenants teaches that Zion is the Pure in Heart, in the Divinely Appointed Place, living by the Law of the Celestial Order, meaning the Law of Consecration. Each part is essential to obtain the fulness and glory of Zion.
It is important to realize that there can be no Zion in its fulness without the Law of Consecration administered under the United Order.
The Essential Parts of Zion are:

Zion is the Pure in Heart:

D&C 97:21: “Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion – The Pure in Heart; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn.” 

Zion is a Distinct Place:

D&C 97:19-20: “And the nations of the Earth shall honour her, and shall say: Surely Zion is the City of our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there; and he hath sworn by the power of his might to be her salvation and her high tower.”  

Zion requires the Celestial Law of Consecration
D&C 105:5: “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.”  (This refers to The Law of Consecration. (See also D&C 105:4, 29, 32, 34 and D&C 58:19, 82:15, 97:25, 119:1, 3, 5, and 6, D&C 78:4-8)

Hugh Nibley a great advocate of Zion stated: 

Zion is any community in which the Celestial Order prevails.

Zion is the pure in heart, 

But Zion is also a real city or any number of real cities.

See BYU lecture series 1971/2 ‘Our glory or our condemnation’ 

To emphasize in writings or statements one part of Zion, whilst neglecting the other aspects, is clearly taking the meaning of the word Zion out of context and can therefore be misleading. This can cause an imbalance in understanding the full meaning of the word which in turn can lead to erroneous doctrine. It is only partly true to say for example that “Zion is the pure in heart.” Equality in temporal affairs accomplished through the Law of Consecration is essential to accomplish Zion
Teachings of the Church on Zion and the Gathering in 1970

The following articles from seminary, institute, church magazines and books illustrate the teachings of the church which I studied and obtained my understanding after I became a member of the church in 1967:

1970 Seminary material on the scattering and gathering of Israel 

“The scriptures indicate there are to be three aspects of the gathering: (1) the people of Israel from the nations of the earth to Zion; (2) The return of the Jews to Jerusalem; and (3) the restoration of the lost tribes. There are to be two gathering places: Israel is to be gathered to the land of America, and Judah is to be gathered to Jerusalem.” 

1969 Institute material Ref. HC 69-4-3-R2 

“Among the signs of the Second Coming of the Saviour there are to be conditions of war, pestilence, famine, and natural calamities. Wickedness will continue to increase, and brotherly love will grow cold. The saints will flee to the City of Zion or the New Jerusalem to find protection from the severe conditions, which will arise. (Quotes D&C 115:5-6). The establishment of Zion will be of such consequence as to win the admiration of the righteous of the world and to strike terror in the hearts of the wicked.” 

In the same article is a quote from Charles W. Penrose “The Second Advent”

“We may consider the inhabitants of the earth at the time immediately preceding the Coming of Christ under three general headings:

First: the saints of God gathered in one place on the western continent called Zion, busily preparing for his appearance in their midst as their Redeemer who had shed his blood for their salvation, now coming to reign over them and to reward them for their labours in establishing his government.
Second: the Jews gathered to Jerusalem and also expecting the Messiah, but not believing that Jesus of Nazareth was the Son of God and being in danger of destruction from their Gentile enemies.

Third: the corrupt nations and kingdoms of men who, rejecting the light of the Gospel, are unprepared for the Lord’s advent and are almost ripe for destruction.

The Instructor Magazine page 266: 

“Preparing for Christ’s Millennial Government” by Hyrum L Andrus (Extracts only)

“Israel will be gathered to two great centres; the old Jerusalem and the City of Zion (New Jerusalem), to be built in America. The remnant of Joseph and those identified with them will possess the Western Hemisphere, while Judah returns to Palestine. Those from the North will come initially to Zion, but will receive an inheritance around the old Jerusalem. 

“Only by the practice of Zion’s law including the Law of Consecration and Stewardship can the saints be sanctified for Christ’s advent among them to fulfil His promise: “And the powers of heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you”. 3 Nephi 20:22

“While warfare and turmoil prevail among the wicked in that future day, the New Jerusalem will be “…a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints” D&C 45:66

Book “Israel Do You Know” by Elder LeGrande Richards. Pages 168-169:

Quotes the following scriptures: D&C 101:22-23, 64-65; 33:6; 35:25; 42:36; 43:23-24; 45:71; 133:4-9, and then states: “It will be noted that these revelations were all given within two years after the church was organised. There is no question but what the Lord had in mind that the seed of Joseph would be gathered out of the nations and be gathered in one place, as the above quotations so clearly indicate.”

Book “Articles of Faith” by Elder James E. Talmage page 336-337 

Quotes 3 Nephi 21:22-28; D&C 29:2, 7-8; 133:4, 7 Also refers the reader to D&C 31:8; 38:31; 45:25; 77:14; 84:2; then states:  “It is evident that the plan of gathering comprises:

Assembling in the land of Zion of the people of Israel from the nations of the earth

Return of the Jews to Jerusalem

Restoration of the lost tribes

Book “Doctrine and Covenants Commentary” by apostle Hyrum M Smith and Janne M. Sjodahl pages 146/147

Commentary on D&C 29:8: “In the councils of Heaven it had been decreed that the saints should gather to one place on the American continent in order to be prepared against the last great tribulations of the world. Jackson County, Mo; is the central gathering place of the saints.” 
The authors then quote from an address by Orson F. Whitney 9 April 1916 in Salt Lake City: 

“The saints were scattered, and established themselves in the Rocky Mountains, according to the prophetic word, but “Zion” was not “moved out of her place,” and the saints will return and build it up.” 

Will our mission end here (in Utah)? Is the state of Utah the proper monument of the Mormon people? No, The monument to ‘Mormonism’ will stand in Jackson County, Mo. There the great city will be built; there Zion will arise and shine, ‘the joy of the whole earth’ and there the Lord will come to His Temple in His own time, when His people shall have made the required preparation”.

The previous quotations illustrate the teachings of the church when I studied this subject in 1970. 
Use of the Term Zion and the Gathering by Leaders of the Church

The Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith on Zion

The teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith on the subject of Zion are mostly given in the Doctrine and Covenants through direct revelation. See the study Zion in its Fulness for a collection of these scriptures. 

Also there are too many in his other writings to quote from. A good reference for these quotations is the book ‘Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith’ by Joseph Fielding Smith. Following are a few brief extracts: 
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Page 17:
“In addition to all temporal blessings, there is no other way for the saints to be saved in these last days, than by the gathering as the concurrent testimony of all the holy prophets clearly proves…. It is also the concurrent testimony of all the prophets, that this gathering together of all the saints, must take place before the Lord comes to ‘take vengeance upon the ungodly’, and ‘to be glorified and admired by all those who obey the Gospel’. The fiftieth psalm, from the first to the fifth verse inclusive, describes the glory and majesty of that event.”

“By it (i.e. Book of Mormon) we learn that our Western tribes of Indians are descendents from that Joseph who was sold into Egypt, and that the land of America is a promised land unto them, and unto it all the tribes of Israel will come with as many Gentiles as shall comply with the requisitions of the new covenant. But the tribe of Judah will return to the old Jerusalem. The City of Zion spoken of by David, in the one hundred and second psalm, will be built upon the land of America, “And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads.”(Isaiah 35:10); and then they will be delivered from the overflowing scourge that shall pass through the land. But Judah shall obtain deliverance at Jerusalem. These are the testimonies that the good Shepherd will put forth His own sheep, and lead them out from all nations where they have been scattered in a cloudy and dark day, to Zion and to Jerusalem; besides many more testimonies which might be bought”

And now I am prepared to say by the authority of Jesus Christ, that not many years shall pass away before the United States shall present such a scene of bloodshed as has not a parallel in the history of our nation; pestilence, hail, famine, and earthquake will sweep the wicked of this generation from off the face of the land, to open and prepare the way for the return of the lost tribes of Israel from the North country…Repent ye, repent ye, and embrace the everlasting covenant, and flee to Zion, before the overflowing scourge overtake you…”         

Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Page 71:

“Take away the Book of Mormon and the revelations, and where is our religion? We have none; for without Zion, and a place of deliverance, we must fall, because the time is near when the sun shall be darkened, and the moon turn to blood, and the stars fall from heaven, and the earth reel to and fro. Then, if this is the case, and if we are not sanctified and gathered to the places God has appointed, with all our former professions and our great love for the bible, we must fall; we cannot stand; we cannot be saved; for God will gather out his saints from the Gentiles, and then comes desolation and destruction, and none can escape except the pure in heart who are gathered.”

Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Page 83:

“It (The gathering) is a principle I esteem to be of the greatest importance to those who are looking for salvation in this generation, or in these that may be called, “the latter times.” All that the prophets have written, from the days of righteous Abel, down to the last man that has left any testimony on record for our consideration, in speaking of the salvation of Israel in the last days, goes directly to show that it consists in the work of the gathering.”  (Note:  he quotes Moses 7:61-62) And now I ask, how righteousness and truth are going to sweep the earth as with a flood? I will answer. Men and angels are to be co-workers in bringing to pass this great work, and Zion is to be prepared, even a New Jerusalem, for the elect that are to be gathered from the four quarters of the earth, and to be established an Holy City, for the tabernacle of the Lord shall be with them.”

Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Page 93:

“In speaking of the gathering, we mean to be understood as speaking of it according to scripture, the gathering of the elect of the Lord out of every nation on earth, and bringing them to the place of the Lord of Hosts, when the city of righteousness shall be built, and where the people shall be of one heart and one mind, when the Saviour comes; yea, where the people shall walk with God like Enoch, and be free from sin. The word of the Lord is precious; and when we read that the veil spread over all nations will be destroyed, and the pure in heart see God, and reign with Him a thousand years on earth, we want all honest men to have a chance to gather and build up a city of righteousness….”
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Page 160-161:

“I prophesy that that man who tarries after he has an opportunity of going will be afflicted by the devil. Wars are at hand; we must not delay…. we ought to have the building up of Zion as our greatest object. When wars come we shall have to flee to Zion. The cry is to make haste. The last revelation says- Ye shall not have time to have gone over the earth until these things come. It will come as did the cholera, war, fires, and earthquakes; one pestilence after another, until the Ancient of Days comes, then judgment will be given to the Saints.”
No peace but in Zion

“The time is soon coming, when no man will have any peace but in Zion and her stakes. I saw men hunting the lives of their own sons, and brother murdering brother, women killing their own daughters, and daughters seeking the lives of their mothers. I saw armies arrayed against armies. I saw blood, desolation, fires……These things are at our doors. They will follow the Saints of God from city to city. Satan will rage, and the spirit of the devil is now enraged. I know not how soon these things will take place; but with a view of them, shall I cry peace? No; I will lift up my voice and testify of them. How long you will have good crops, and the famine be kept off, I do not know; when the fig tree leaves, know then that the summer is nigh at hand.”
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Page 183: 

 “In addition to all temporal blessings, there is no other way for the saints to be saved in these last days, than by the gathering as the concurrent testimony of all the holy prophets clearly proves…. It is also the concurrent testimony of all the prophets, that this gathering together of all the saints, must take place before the Lord comes to ‘take vengeance upon the ungodly’, and ‘to be glorified and admired by all those who obey the Gospel’. The fiftieth psalm, from the first to the fifth verse inclusive, describes the glory and majesty of that event.”

Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Page 232: 

“The building up of Zion is a cause that has interested the people of God in every age; it is a theme upon which prophets, priests and kings have dwelt with peculiar delight; they have looked forward with joyful anticipation to the day in which we live; and fired with heavenly and joyful anticipations they have sung and written and prophesied of this our day; but they died without the sight; we are the favoured people that God has made choice of to bring about the Latter-day glory; it is left for us to see, participate in and help to roll forward the Latter-day glory.

The dispensation of the fullness of times when God will gather together all things that are in heaven, and all things that are upon the earth even in one, when the saints of God will be gathered in one from every nation, and kindred, and people, and tongue, when the Jews will be gathered together into one, the wicked will also be gathered together to be destroyed, as spoken of by the prophets:….a work that God and angels have contemplated with delight for generations past; that fired the souls of the ancient patriarchs and prophets; a work that is destined to bring about the destruction of the powers of darkness, the renovation of the earth, the glory of God, and the salvation of the human family.”

Joseph Smith on arriving in Jackson County Missouri stated: “He manifested Himself unto us, and designated to me and others, the very spot upon which He designed to commence the work of the gathering, and the upbuilding of an Holy City, which should be called Zion.-Zion, because it is a place of righteousness, and all who build thereon are to worship the true and living God, and all believe in one doctrine, even the doctrine of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”     DHC Vol 2 p 254
Use of the Term Zion by President Brigham Young
Brigham Young believed firmly throughout his presidency that the Intermountain West was Zion. He applied the scriptures in the Doctrine and Covenants and the ancient prophets on Zion to the Intermountain West. President Young rarely used the name of the church substituting for it the term Zion. He sometimes called the church “the old ship Zion”  He stated that Zion was now upon the earth and that the Millennium had commenced. Zion was only in America, North and South. President Young called Jackson County the centre stake of Zion which Elder Joseph Fielding Smith later said was a ‘sad mistake’. He endeavoured to introduce Zion’s full law-The United 0rder and have the people united as one temporally. This attempt however failed within a few years. He rarely quoted scripture to support his viewpoint on these subjects.

President Brigham Young - General Conference addresses: (brief extracts)
General Conf. - 6th April 1845.

“Brethren and Sisters, for the sake of your dead and for the sake of yourselves be faithful and have no feelings in your hearts against one another, but learn to suffer wrong rather than do wrong and by so doing we will outstrip our enemies and conquer the evil one, for know ye not that here is Zion? Know ye not that the Millennium has commenced? 
We have had Zion upon the earth these fourteen years. Peace reigns among this people, which is Zion. Union and true charity dwells with this people; this is the most orderly and peaceable people upon the face of the whole earth. Well this is Zion, and it is increasing and spreading wider and wider, and this principle of Zion, which is peace, will stretch all over the face of the earth. That is the Millennium.”
Brigham Young - General Epistle - 23 Dec 1847.

“And if they want further information, tell them to flee to Zion. –There the servants of God will be ready to wait upon them, and teach them all things that pertain to salvation --- Should any ask, where is Zion? Tell them in America; and if any ask, what is Zion? Tell them the pure in heart.” (To the travelling elders)

Brigham Young - General Conf. - 6th April 1850.

“We would urge upon all saints the importance of keeping in view the perpetual emigrating fund. And more and more Saints will be ready and want to gather to Zion.

…. and by faith and works search out your way to Zion

We are happy in saying to all that a brighter day is dawning on the intellectual prosperity of Zion.”
Brigham Young - General Epistle - 7 April 1851.

“Many thousands of the Saints have gathered from various parts of the earth, unto Zion; to America; the land which God has pointed out as a place of safety for his people, in these last days, and which will prove a place of refuge…”
Brigham Young - General Conf. - 6th April 1855.

“When our elders go out to preach the Gospel, they tell the people to gather to Zion.  Where is it? It is at the City of the Great Salt Lake, in the Valleys of the Mountains, in the settlements of Utah Territory—there is Zion now. But you perceive when you come here the same covetous feelings imbibed in the hearts of many, as in other places, the same tempter is here, and there are plenty of allurements; and unless the people live before the lord in obedience of his commandments they cannot have Zion within them. They must carry it with them, if they expect to live in it, and increase in it. If they do not do this, they are as much destitute of Zion here as they are in other places.

If you examine the map you will find that we are located in an isolated portion of what? Of Zion, and what is Zion? In one sense Zion is the pure in heart. But is there a land that ever will be called Zion? Yes, brethren. What land is it? It is the land that the Lord gave to Jacob, who bequeathed it to his son Joseph, and his posterity, and they inhabit it, and that land is North and South America. That is Zion as to land, as to territory, and location. The children of Zion have not yet much in their possession, but their territory is North and South America to begin with. As to the Spirit of Zion, it is in the hearts of the saints, of those who love and serve the lord with all their might, mind, and strength.

Suppose that every person who comes into these valleys should come with a determination, to be led by the Lord, from day to day, ………and then let each one faithfully maintain such a determination, and we could truly say that we have the Territory of Zion, and the Spirit, light, glory, and power thereof, and that the God of Zion dwells with this people.”
Brigham Young - General Conf. - 9 Oct. 1859

“It is the business of the elders of this church, to gather up all the truths in the world pertaining to life and salvation, to the Gospel we preach, to mechanism of every kind, to the sciences, and to philosophy, wherever it may be found in every nation, kindred, tongue, and people, and bring it to Zion.

For in their religious rights and ceremonies may be found a great many truths, which we will also gather, home to Zion.”
Brigham Young JD 8: 205 14 Oct 1860 (In Bowery)

“Let me say a few words with regard to Zion. We profess to be Zion. If we are the pure in heart we are so, for “Zion is the pure in heart”  

Where is Zion? Where the organization of the Church is- And may it dwell spiritually in every heart; and may we so live as to always enjoy the Spirit of Zion.”
Brigham Young - General Conf - 6th April 1862

“Any man who leaves this church and kingdom who exerts his influence, strength and
means to promote any community, or to build up any city, except the people and cities of Zion, is exerting his strength and means against the Kingdom of God.

After a long struggle we expect to be able to redeem Zion, to establish the centre stake thereof, and from thence spread abroad in the vastness of our increasing numbers, and in the greatness of our power and infinitude of our wealth, build hundreds and thousands of cities and magnificent temples to the name and honour of our God.

One great blessing the Lord wishes to pour upon this people is that they may return to Jackson County Missouri and establish the centre-stake of Zion.”
Brigham Young - General Conf - 6th Oct. 1862

“Where so ever this Gospel has been preached and people have received it, the spiritual Kingdom is set up and organised, but is Zion organised? No. Is there even in this Territory a fully organized ward? Not one.

Shall we wait until we are whipped from among the wicked before we are willing to gather out from among them and flee to Zion? This has been the case with some, and what are such persons good for when they get to Zion?

Which will be best eventually, to go to with our might to build up the Zion of God on the earth, or wait until we are whipped to it?”
Brigham Young - General Conf. - 6th Oct 1863

“We do not expect our newly arrived brethren and sisters to understand the wants of God and of his faithful people in Zion, equally with those who have been here for years, until they have had a sufficient opportunity to practically learn what there is to be learned religiously, morally, politically and every other way.”
Brigham Young - General. Conf. - 7th Oct 1864

“There is not a faithful Elder who does not daily pray earnestly for the redemption of the centre stake of Zion.”
Brigham Young - General. Conf. - 7th April 1869

“I want to say a few words still further to the people with regard to their faith in temporal things. If the people called Latter Day Saints do not become one in temporal thing as they are in spiritual things, they will not redeem and build up the Zion of God upon the earth.”
Brigham Young - General Conf - 8th October 1869

“Well, is God coming here to build our houses and temples, to make our streets, or set out our orchards and vineyards? O, no, we do not expect that. Is He going to send His angels here to perform this labour? No, I rather think not. I have not yet learned any such thing. Then how will He build up Zion? He will build up His Zion by gathering His people together. Suppose the people believe the gospel, and, when they gather together, bring Babylon with them, are they gathered from Babylon? No, they are not; they are only gathered from one part of it to another.

There is a great work to be done in building up Zion on the earth in the latter days. I know very well that our enemies do not believe that we are building up Zion. I am really glad of it. Why? Because they are helping to establish this Zion

If there is a few who have hearkened to the still small voice, a few who have lent a listening ear to the whisperings of the Spirit of God, and have gathered out from the wicked, they do not want Babylon in their midst.”
Brigham Young- General Conf. – 10th Oct 1869

“A word to the newcomer: We have brought several thousand here this year. Some have come with their own means; but a good many have been assisted. What is the idea of many of these newcomers? Simply this-I have got home to Zion. I am going to work now to get rich…where can I get it? Where can I do the best…Do such persons think of Zion? No, Zion will take of herself, the King of Zion owns the whole world, and if  “I can go”, say they, “ to work and get rich “, that is all I want. 

The whole business that the Latter –Day Saints have to look after is the building up of Zion on the earth; no matter whether they came here twenty-two years ago or are new-comers; whether they are just baptised or have been in the church for years…Well, we want all the men and women in the church to spend their whole time in building up Zion, saith the Lord Almighty.

Yes the work I want you to do is to build up Zion. I want you to go and offer your services, without wages… But when you are willing to build up Zion, it proves that your heart is in the work.

Every man who loves the priesthood of the Son of God and the building up of Zion does not set his mind on worldly gain. Go to your Bishops and tell them you are here to build up Zion and you want to know how to accomplish most effectively the desires of your hearts. Tell them you have been here and have gained experience, and say, “now what can we do to build up Zion.”
Brigham Young - General Conf. - 8th May 1870

“If we stay aboard Zion’s ship, we can do no more than sink, and it will be just as well if Zion’s ship sinks to be aboard as to jump over-board and sink.”
Brigham Young - General. Conf. - 6th Oct. 1870
“Consequently our teachings during Conference will be to instruct the people how to live and order their lives before the Lord and each other; how to accomplish the work devolving upon them in building up Zion on the earth.”
Brigham Young - General. Conf. - 7th April 1873

“We want to make our own schoolbooks…this is carrying out the plan and principles of building up Zion, whether you know it or not.

We have the privilege of building up and enjoying Zion, and I am telling you how to do it.”
Brigham Young - General. Conf. - 7th May 1874.

“Will give us their views on these points…in connection with the United Order, which we are now seeking to introduce.

But before we get through with the Conference we expect to organise the centre stake of Zion in these mountains.”
Brigham Young - General. Conf. - 10th Oct 1875

“Come and let us be one and let us go to work and build up the kingdom, and establish the Zion of God, no more to be removed.”
Brigham Young - General Conf. - 8th Oct 1876

“But how are we now? What is our present condition? Are we one temporally? Just about as much as Babylon is.

Labour with yourselves until you have confidence in God and in his revelations; become one in temporal things as well as spiritual things as fast as you can. Enter into the compact, the association we call the United Order that we may commence to do the work we have undertaken to do.”
“How long, Latter –Day Saints, before you will believe the Gospel as it is? The Lord has declared it to be his will that his people enter into covenant, even as Enoch and his people did, which of necessity must be before we shall the privilege of building the Centre Stake of Zion, for the power and glory of God will be there, and none but the pure in heart will be able to live and enjoy it.” 

Brigham Young - General Conf. - 6th April 1877- Died 29th. Aug 1877
“The skill of building up and establishing the Zion of our God on the earth is to take the people and teach them how to take care of themselves and that which the Lord has entrusted to their care, and to use all that we command to glorify his holy name.

I do not wish for one moment to recognise the idea that in order to establish the United Order our property has to be divided equally among the people, to let them do what they please with it. But the idea is to get the people into the same state of unity in all things temporal, that we find ourselves in with regard to things spiritual. Then let those who possess the ability and wisdom direct the labours of those not so endowed, until they too develop the talents within them and in time acquire the same degree of ability.

What do you say to this doctrine? Is it right or wrong? (The congregation answered, “It is right,”)

We want to get at a correct understanding respecting all these matters, which so materially concern us. What would be the first lesson necessary to teach the people, were we to commence to direct their labours to the great end of becoming of one heart and one mind in the Lord, of establishing Zion and being filled with the power of God? It would be to stop expending and lavishing up our dear selves all needless adornments and to stop purchasing the importations of Babylon. We can ourselves produce everything necessary for our consumption.

It has been asked if we intend to settle more valleys. Why certainly we expect to fill the next valley and then the next, and the next, and so on. It has been the cry of late, through the columns of the newspapers that the “Mormons” are going into Mexico! That is quite right, we calculate to go there. Are we going back to Jackson County? Yes. When? As soon as the way opens up. Are we all going? O no of course not! The country is not large enough to hold our present numbers. When we do return there, will there be any less remaining in the mountains than the number today? No, there may be a hundred then for every single one that there is now. It is folly in men to suppose that we are going to break up these our hard earned homes to make others in a new country
We have no business here other than to build up and establish the Zion of God. It must be done according to the will and law of God, after that pattern and order by which Enoch built up and perfected the former – day Zion, which was taken away to heaven, hence the saying went abroad that Zion had fled.

What little property I have I wish it to be devoted to the building of Zion, and I suppose I have as much as any other man in the church. (Brigham Young’s deed of consecration in 1855 valued his property at $199,625.)
During President Young’s and President John Taylor service as President, Wilford Woodruff, Lorenzo Snow, and Joseph F. Smith served in the Council of the Twelve Apostles. 
Use of the Term Zion by President John Taylor
Notes: President Taylor used the term Zion in nearly all conference addresses, giving it the same meaning as President Young. To these leaders The ‘Inter Mountain West’ was Zion there and then, and also the pure in heart. 
President Taylor tried to get the people to live a form of the United Order as part of Zion but failed. President Taylor applied ancient prophecies of the Bible to Utah. Doctrine and Covenant’s scripture references on Zion were applied to the Saints living in the inter-Mountain West. President Taylor used the same phrase “the old ship Zion” the same as President Young. He rarely used the full name of the church. 
He used frequently the saying “Zion will arise and shine, and the glory of God will rest upon her.” As also the prophecy “I will take them one of a city and two of a family and bring them to Zion.” The phrase ‘Zion is the pure in heart’ is also emphasized in his teachings.
President John Taylor - General Conference addresses (brief extracts)
John Taylor - General Conf. 6th Oct 1877  

“If we can be united in our faith, our acts and labours, as we have been in our voting…the heavens will smile upon us, the Angels of God will manifest themselves to us, the power of God will be in our midst and Zion will arise and shine, and the Glory of God rest upon her.”
John Taylor - General Conf. - 7th Oct 1877 

“We are gathered together, “one of a city and two of a family,” as the Prophet said they should be. And he says, “I will bring you to Zion.” What will he do with them when he has brought them there? “I will give them pastors after my own heart, which shall feed them with knowledge and understanding.”
“We have expended millions upon millions in gathering the poor to this land, by what is known as the perpetual Emigration Fund. We may ask why did this people in these valleys expend such large sums? Was it because they were sending our relatives and friends? No, but because they were of the family of Christ, the sons and daughters of God, and desired to come to Zion.”
“I would address a few words to our sisters of the Relief Society and of the Mutual Improvement Societies. You are performing a good work in Zion. To our Young Men’s Mutual Improvement Societies I say, God Bless you, and all who are operating in the interest of Zion forever.”
John Taylor - General Conf. - 7th April 1878 

“Again we have what is called a perpetual emigration fund… and when you who were thus assisted were in distant lands praying and wishing to be gathered to Zion, this help came to you and you were brought here…Those of your brethren who still remain, who are just as worthy as you to be gathered to Zion, are left to cry for assistance.

“We have a mission to perform and that is to preach the gospel and …. And to build up his Zion upon the earth, and to prepare a people for the time when the bursting heavens will reveal the Son of God.”
“Will this people grow and increase? Yes. And the time will come-it is not now, we are not prepared for it—when calamity and trouble and bloodshed, confusion and strife will spread among the nations of the earth. The time will come, and is not far distant, when those who will not take up the sword to fight against their neighbours, will have to flee to Zion for safety.”
John Taylor – General Conf. - 9th April 1879  

 “At first the elders of this church were told to go forth and preach the Gospel to every creature; then they were told to gather together those who believed. According to the Scriptures, “I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion.” Note. President Taylor uses this scripture frequently in his discourses.
Speaking of the United Order: “What did we do when President Young was among us, urging these things upon us? Did we not enter into covenant by Re-Baptism to be subject to the priesthood in temporal as well as spiritual things, when we took upon ourselves the obligations of the united order?………”
“And we will keep working and operating until we succeed in introducing and establishing these things that God has desired, and until Zion shall be a united people and the glory of all the earth.”
John Taylor - General Conf. - 7th April 1880

“We are sending out persons to go and extend the borders of Zion, to make new settlements.”
John Taylor - General Conf. - 8th April 1880


“Then there are some that are trying to engage in the United Order, up and down in different parts, especially far off in the south. They have our blessing and our prayers. I say God bless them in all their attempts to approach that order which is instituted of God. We have not got at it yet, by and by we will come to it, but in the meantime we will approach it as near as we can.      
…And the Kingdom will roll on and the purposes of God will progress, and Zion will arise and shine and the glory of God will rest upon her.” Note. President Taylor uses this statement frequently see 7th. Oct 1881 Gen Conf.
John Taylor – General Conf. - 10th Oct 1880

About the United Order in Utah: - “This is emphatically the voice of God, and the voice of the people; and this is the order that the Lord has instituted in Zion, as it was in former times among Israel.”
John Taylor - General Conf. - 4th April 1881

“We as Latter Day saints, profess to have come out of the world, gathered together to the land of Zion for the purpose fulfilling the word, the will, and the law of God. 
John Taylor - General Conf. - 9th April 1882 

“We gathered together simply because we were told there was a Zion to be built up. And what was that Zion? The term means the pure in heart…. In connection with our gathering …at one of our public celebrations there were twenty-seven nationalities represented.” (Note- quotes “one of a city” scripture)

“One part of the Gospel is that we should be gathered together to a land that should be called Zion. Have we been doing this? Yes. Some people are very much opposed to it. Have we injured anybody by gathering in this way? Is this indeed the land of the free, the home of the brave, and the asylum for the oppressed?”
John Taylor – General Conf. - 6th Oct. 1883 

We have a great work to perform both at home and abroad. We are preaching the Gospel to the inhabitants of the earth. Israel is being gathered home to Zion. And in Zion we are rearing Temples to the name of the Most High God.
“…We ought to let God rule in Zion, to let his law be written upon our hearts.

…We are here to build up the Zion of God, and to this end we must subject our bodies and our spirits to the law, to the word, and to the will of God. Being here in Zion we want to see ……
…And we, the elders of Israel of the Church of the living God, have to build up the church of God, the Zion of God, and the Kingdom of God …”
“Why are we gathered here to the land of Zion? This is called the land of Zion. We are called the people of Zion. What does Zion mean? The pure in heart Why are we gathered here? One of the Prophets in talking about it, says, “I will take you one of a city 

and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion.”….That we may be fed with knowledge and understanding, that we may learn the law of the Gospel, the law of the Zion of God, the laws of the Kingdom of God …”
John Taylor – General Conf. - 7th Oct 1883 

“We are also told that Enoch walked with God, and that he had a city which they called Zion, and people gathered to Zion then, as we gather the people to Zion in this day.” (See also 6th. Oct 1884)

“We were told to gather here by the Lord, and we have obeyed His command just as they did, as I before stated, in the Zion of Enoch in his day.”
“…I do not care who it is these words may affect; for God is building up a Zion, and that Zion means pure in heart, the honourable, the upright, the virtuous, and those whose sympathies extend to the promotion of the welfare of the human family.”
John Taylor – General Conf. – 6th Oct 1884

“They (Enoch) preached the Gospel as we preach it and taught the same principles that we teach. They gathered the people to a Zion as we gather them, and when they had gathered together, they had enemies as we have, who arrayed themselves against them.  Many others walked with God, and there was a city that the people were gathered to—a Zion. They walked with God and they were instructed of the lord; but it took at any rate, 365 years to accomplish this object. Furthermore, in the latter days there is to be a Zion built up: but in these days we are told that the Lord will cut His work short in righteousness 
…. And we will stand, as the scriptures say, as saviours upon Mount Zion, and the Kingdom shall be the Lord’s; and woe to them that fight against Zion. Amen.”
John Taylor 8th Oct 1886 Epistle as part of the General Conference 

“We know, and can boldly testify to the latter day saints, and to the whole world, that, the Lord hath founded Zion, and that no power beneath the Celestial Kingdom can prevail against it.”
John Taylor 8th April 1887 Epistle read for General Conference 

“Zion has been passing through a series of trials which God will undoubtedly over-rule for our good…Painful as they will have been to very many, the day will come when they will be acknowledged as having been the means of bringing great benefits to Zion. 

We cannot close our epistle without expressing as we have often done before, our faith and hopes concerning the great work in which we are engaged. “The Lord hath founded Zion, and the poor of His people shall trust in it.”
We need not, therefore, be surprised or disappointed when persecution comes. We have, however many great and glorious promises made to us. God has established Zion, nevermore to be thrown down, nor to be given into the hands of another people…… They who fight against Zion shall be destroyed.”
The above was the last address by President Taylor. He died on 25th. July 1887.

Wilford Woodruff Lorenzo Snow and Heber J. Grant served in the Quorum of the Twelve during his Presidency. Joseph F. Smith served as second counsellor.
Use of the Term Zion by President Wilford Woodruff
NOTES: President Woodruff was imbued with the Spirit of Zion and used the term in nearly all conference addresses giving it the same meaning as President Young and President Taylor. He applied ancient prophecies and the modern revelations to the “Zion” in the Rocky Mountains. 
He often used the phrase “Zion will arise; Zion will be clothed with the glory of God.” And quoted from the scripture D&C 64:21: “for behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish, and the glory of the Lord shall be upon her.”
The following scripture was also often quoted by President Woodruff

 “Verily I say unto you, that I the Lord, will contend with Zion, and plead with her strong ones, and chasten her until she overcomes and is clean before me; for she shall not be removed out of her place. I, the Lord have spoken it”.  D&C 90:36-37  (This scripture has reference to leaders in the Land of Zion, Missouri at that period (see verses v32-35)
He stated their Zion was the place of safety to “be prepared for the coming of the Son of Man” “The judgments of God are beginning to go forth.” “We will be protected from the earthquakes, from the cyclones, and from the judgments that are now overtaking the world. Very strange things have taken place during this year, and the judgments of God will continue. ” (This was applied to his time-1895)
In his last conference President Woodruff stated:
 “I will say here that I shall not live to see it, you may not live to see it; but these thousands of Latter-day Saint children that belong to the Sabbath schools; I believe many of them will stand in the flesh when the Lord Jesus Christ visits the Zion of God here in the mountains of Israel.” 8th April 1898 Gen Conf.
President Wilford Woodruff- General Conference addresses: (brief extracts)
8th Oct. 1887 General Conference First address by President Woodruff by Epistle 

“Nothing but the power of God could have brought forth the fullness of the Gospel, organized the Church, and gathered His people to Zion in fulfilment of revelation …”
The great labour, which devolves upon us, as members of the church, is to build up Zion. God has founded Zion and we should seek to extend its benefits and blessings unto all mankind. It should be our constant care to do nothing that will weaken its influence or power or retard its growth in the earth… not to mention the effect their conduct has had upon Zion.

9th Oct 1887 Utah:  “So long as we humble ourselves before the Lord, so long as we keep His commandments, so long will the hand of God be over the latter –day Saints; Zion will arise; Zion will be clothed upon by the power of God. The Lord is watching over her, the heavens have been watching over this people…

7th April 1888 Epistle to General Conference
“…The ship Zion may, perhaps, appear to be drifting away from its moorings,
Do I, in all my words and influence and in all the transactions of my life, constantly keep before me the advancement and prosperity of the Zion of God as the first and most important consideration? Do I, by my words and acts, set such an example before my family that my children will grow up to manhood and womanhood fully imbued with a love of Zion and with an understanding of the principles upon which Zion will be built up.

…Carry out the principles, which he has told us must govern us in the building up of his Zion.”
“…And those who persist in this course will be rejected and be deprived of all who share in the blessings promised to Zion.”
“…. joined by the foolish disobedience and rebellion of professed saints, becomes a serious menace to the peace, prosperity and progress of Zion.
7th April 1889 General Conference
President Woodruff constantly applied the scriptures pertaining to Zion in the Doctrine and Covenants to the time in which he then lived as if Zion was fully established.

“…It has got to rest upon the sons and daughters of Zion. I have a great desire that the institutions, which have been organised in Zion for their welfare, may be blessed.”
“I know also that inasmuch as we will obey his commandments we will receive His protection and blessing. Zion will arise; Zion will be clothed with the glory of God. Zion will be redeemed. Zion will be prepared for the coming of the Son of Man.”

4th Oct 1889 General Conf.
“I feel that, of all people under heaven, we have the greatest reason to rejoice before the Lord that we have lived in a day and generation when the God of Israel has set His hand to establish his kingdom, to gather together His people, to build up Zion. The Zion of God will arise and so will the glory of and power of God, and we shall be prepared as a bride for the coming of the bridegroom.”
6th Oct 1889 General Conf. 

“Zion will arise, clothed with the glory of God, no matter what we may have to pass through.”
“But ours is a day of sacrifice. Our special calling is to build up Zion and prepare the people to stand in holy places while the judgments of the Lord are being poured out upon the wicked.”
“The Lord for our encouragement has told us that Zion shall not be moved out of her place.”
“Woe unto them says the Lord that fight against Zion; woe unto all nations that continue in their iniquities….”
“The Kingdom of God is here, and the Lord will sustain it. And I can bear record as my brethren have, that this Kingdom will stand; and that the Zion of God will remain upon the Earth until Jesus shall come to receive us unto himself. And my prayer is that you and I, and all His people, may be true and faithful, working with an eye single to the glory of God, for the building up of the Zion, and the establishing of His Kingdom upon the earth.
 4th Apr 1890 General Conf

“Zion will arise and prosper. If the Latter Day Saints will but do their duty, there is nothing in the way of our accomplishing all that has been promised unto us. I have no fears myself with regard to the outcome and final triumph of the Kingdom of God, of the Zion of God, of the Saints of God. The Lord has already gathered many thousands to these valleys of the mountains, in fulfilment of His promises.”
6th April 1890 General Conf.
“This is the great last Kingdom of our God that Daniel saw. It is the Zion of God that Isaiah saw. It is the Church of Jesus Christ that the revelator John saw. These Latter-day Saints are where they should be-where the Lord has called them; and if we do our duty, if we unite together and keep the commandments of God, all will be well in Zion.” 
“The Lord has said: D&C 90:36-37: “Verily I say unto you, that I the Lord, will contend with Zion, and plead with her strong ones, and chasten her until she overcomes and is clean before me; for she shall not be removed out of her place. I, the Lord have spoken it”.  D&C 90:36-37 is often quoted by President Woodruff)
 “I know He will bless us if we walk uprightly before Him. We will conquer, we will overcome, Zion will arise and flourish, it will stand as appointed of the Lord, the Saints of God will be gathered, they will stand in holy places while the judgements of God are manifest in the earth.”
4th Oct 1890 Wilford Woodruff General Conf.
“Let us continue to preach the Gospel, to warn the nations, to build up Zion, and establish righteousness…”
5th Oct 1890 General Conf.

“I know this is the Gospel of Christ, the Zion spoken of by the prophets, and God will sustain it to the end.”
6th Oct 1890 General Conf.

“The Church of Christ is here; the Zion of God is here, in fulfilment of these revelations of God that are contained in these holy records….”
6th April 1891 General Conf.

“Zion will arise, and grow, and flourish; the glory of God will rest upon her. ”D&C 64v41.

9th Oct 1892 General Conf.
“What the Lord requires at the hands of these Apostles, and Elders and Latter-day Saints is to warn the world, to preach the Gospel, to build up Zion, to carry out the purposes of the Lord, and to prepare ourselves to stand in holy places while the judgments of God work in the earth...

The hand of God is over us here, and Zion is a city set upon a hill, which cannot be hid. Zion will arise, and the glory of God will rest upon her; she will have power in the earth, and the day is at hand when, as Joseph Smith said, thousands of the great men of the earth will come to Zion to behold the glory thereof.”
8th Oct 1893 General Conf.
“The Gospel of Christ is true. The Zion of God is true. We are here in fulfilment of the revelations and visions of the ancient patriarchs and prophets. Read Isaiah, Jeremiah, and the other prophets, and see what they said. We came here by the revelations of God…the seeds of destruction are everywhere. The judgments of God are beginning to go forth. But who acknowledges the hand of God in these things?”
7th Oct 1894 General Conf.
“The Lord is going to cut His work short in righteousness, or no flesh will be saved. The Lord is at work for Zion, and He has made no mistake in calling the Latter-day Saints to these Rocky Mountains-the everlasting hills which old father Jacob gave to Joseph in blessing him.

I am thankful for the blessing we enjoy today. Zion is growing. The earth is advancing. The judgments of God are approaching.

Elders are being sent to almost every part of the earth, and the cloud is beginning to lift from off Zion. The world is beginning to see us as we are…. a great many in the world will feel that Utah is a good place to live in. Our lakes and rivers will not overflow and drown us; but we will be protected from the earthquakes, from the cyclones, and from the judgments that are now overtaking the world. Very strange things have taken place during this year, and the judgments of God will continue.
5th April 1895 General Conf.

“The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has been organised, not only here, but also among many nations, and tens of thousands of the sons of God have been gathered together, here in the land of Zion.”
7th April 1895 General Conf.  
“He is with Zion today. He will sustain give and us power to build up Zion and to carry out this work.” 

“I have no fear about Zion.”
“Zion will arise and flourish, and the glory of God will rest upon her.”
4th Oct 1895 General Conf.

“We have passed, of course, through many trials and tribulations, but the lord’s mercy is over us, and we are placed here in the mountains of Israel, the Zion of God, and placed here with responsibilities….”
5th April 1896 General Conf. 

“The Lord Almighty has set His hand to carry out the great program- to establish the Zion of God in the Earth and to prepare the people for the coming of the Son of Man.

Our hearts should be set upon the building up of the kingdom of God, the Zion of God, and the work of God ….”
“We are visited now by hundreds of people from the nations of the earth. They are coming to behold the glory of Zion.”
“There is a change-taking place. Zion is going to rise and shine, and the glory of god will rest upon her.”
“This people, if they do their duty, will fulfil and carry out these great principles, and the eyes of the world will be turned toward Zion, and men will come to inquire concerning the things of the Kingdom of God.”
4th Oct 1896 General Conf.
“The Lord had called him to fill another mission in the spirit world, as a pure and holy Apostle from Zion in the Rocky Mountains.” 
6th April 1897 General Conf. 

“I am interested in your welfare, in the welfare of Zion. It is the Zion of God, planted here by the hand of God, and the Lord has guided and directed it, and will continue to do so.”
5th Oct 1897 General Conf.

“I tell you, brethren and sisters, the God of heaven has set His hand to build up Zion, in fulfilment of all the revelations of God to man…Again, I will say to this congregation, God Almighty will afflict these Latter-day Saints if they do not pursue the course they are called upon to pursue. The Lord will build up Zion and carry out His purposes…”
“We stand here, a little handful of men and women in the eyes of the world, but we are called to build up Zion.”
7th April 1898 General Conf. 

“The Lord in His mercy and wisdom has led this people to these valleys of the mountains. It is ordained of God that Zion is to be established here. Here is the Tabernacle that the Prophet spoke of as a covering from the storm…”
“President Young said he wanted me to take my family and go to Boston, and stay there till I could gather all the Saints of God in New England and Canada and bring them to Zion.” 

Zion has got to arise. (He quotes Isaiah 49: 13-16) All that has been spoken concerning Zion will come to pass, and you and I today are witnesses of these things.

8th April 1898 General Conf.  (Last conference- He died 2nd. Sept 1898.)
“I will say here that I shall not live to see it, you may not live to see it; but these thousands of Latter-day Saint children that belong to the Sabbath schools; I believe many of them will stand in the flesh when the Lord Jesus Christ visits the Zion of God here in the mountains of Israel.”
Joseph F, Smith served as a counsellor. Lorenzo Snow, Heber J. Grant served in the Twelve.
Use of the Term Zion by President Lorenzo Snow
During his short tenure as President, Lorenzo Snow did not use the term Zion on a general basis like his predecessors, only inasmuch as he referred to the stakes as the “Stakes of Zion”. He spoke much on tithing drawing parallels between the saints obeying the Law of Consecration in Jackson County and the saints obeying the Law of Tithing in the West. His remarks were spiritual and positive. He taught the correct meaning on Zion from the scriptures but related the timing of these future events to the saints then living.
President Snow quoted much from the Doctrine and Covenants in regard to the necessity for the purchase of the sacred lands of Zion, referring to Jackson County. He drew a clear distinction during his presidency in using the term Zion as referring to Jackson County and the stakes of Zion instead of Utah and the Inter Mountain West. 
President Snow even stated that some of the saints then living would return to Jackson County.” Now the time is fast approaching when a large portion of the people that I am now addressing will go back to Jackson county. A great many people that are now dwelling in the State of Utah will have this privilege. Whether I, President Cannon, President Smith, or all the brethren of the Twelve will go back I know not. But a large portion of the Latter-day Saints that now dwell in these valleys will go back to Jackson county to build a Holy City to the Lord, as was decreed by Jehovah and revealed through Joseph Smith.” (October 1900 General Conference address)
He had Jackson County, Missouri very much on his mind:

“Jackson county is the place, the point that we should have continually in view. A brother the other day said that he had a thousand dollars, and he was keeping it to purchase land in Jackson County, as soon as it would be proper to do so. We cannot consider ourselves prepared, however, to go back to Jackson County when we fail to pay our tithing……”

“Let us all exercise faith for the Lord to open the way that we may go back to Jackson County” (October 1900 General Conference address)

It is important to note that He did not refer to Utah as Zion.
See General conference October 1899 and October 1900 for the full sermons
October 1899 President Lorenzo Snow General Conference address
“Now, I feel it my duty to say something still myself in reference to this most important subject of all, under the present condition, that can be laid before the Latter-day Saints. I will read a few verses in the 63rd Section of the Book of D&C, commenting with the 25th verse: D&C 63:25-31: "Behold the land of Zion, I, the Lord, holdeth it in mine own hands; Nevertheless, I the Lord, rendereth unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's. Wherefore, I the Lord, willeth that you should purchase the lands that you may have the advantage of the world, that you may have claim on the world, that they may not be stirred up unto anger; for Satan putteth it into their hearts to anger against you, and to the shedding of blood; Wherefore the land of Zion shall not be obtained but by purchase or by blood, otherwise there is none inheritance for you. And if by purchase, behold you are blessed; And if by blood, as you are forbidden to shed blood, lo, your enemies are upon you, and ye shall be scourged from city to city, and from synagogue to synagogue, and but few shall stand to receive an inheritance." 
We learn from these verses that the Lord determined that the Latter-day Saints could secure the land of Zion only by two ways: One by purchase, the other by the shedding of blood. The Lord also determined that possession of that country should not he gained except by the purchase of the land. It should be bought and paid for by the means furnished by the Latter-day Saints, whether rich or poor. It should be bought as other people buy land. The Lord would not permit them to take possession of the land by force, or by antagonizing the people's interests. The Lord expressly stated that He had no other object in view than that the Latter-day Saints should obtain it upon the principle of purchase. Even if it took every cent they possessed, they should not secure it by the shedding of men's blood. And if you and I ever get any possession upon the land of Zion, it will be by purchase, not by force. 
This has been the will of the Lord from the beginning. He has never allowed his people to take possession of any property by force. When the Children of Israel were taken from Egyptian bondage and promised an inheritance in what is called the "land flowing with milk and honey," it was not the design of the Lord that they should get possession of that land by force. Upon the banks of the Red Sea, after they had crossed over by the miraculous interposition of providence, he presented to them the same principles of salvation and exaltation as he has presented to us. But they rejected those principles, and then he told them what should be the results of that rejection. He proposed to make them a nation of kings and priests, and there is only one way to do that, and that is through the everlasting Gospel in all its fullness.
He told them that he would send the hornet before them to drive out the people from the land that he proposed to bestow upon them. But, as I have said, they rejected the

principles that were presented to them, and therefore the Lord, through their disobedience. was compelled to give them another law. We are told in the 29th verse, which I have read: 
D&C 63:29: "Wherefore the land of Zion shall not be obtained (not may not be, or can not be, but shall not be) but by purchase or by blood, otherwise there is none inheritance for you."
That which I have read from the 63rd Section has been literally fulfilled. The Lord provided a way whereby they could secure the means to purchase that country, namely by the Law of Consecration. There was no one man in the Church that could have bought that land; there were no two men, or half a dozen men, or a hundred men that could have bought it. The people as a general thing were poor. There were no rich men that received the Gospel in those early days. But by combination and union they could have secured the means to carry out the purposes of the Almighty in regard to the purchase of that country. They failed because of their love for money. 
In a revelation after this we are told that they failed to give their names as they were commanded. The Lord sent Elders throughout the States, where there were Latter-day Saints to collect means for this purpose, and the people in Jackson County were required to observe the Law of Consecration. But they failed to do it, and therefore the lands were not secured. The Lord could have sustained the people against the encroachments of their enemies had they placed themselves in a condition where he would have been justified in doing so. But inasmuch as they would not comply with His requirements, the Lord could not sustain them against their enemies.
So it will be with us, or with any people whom the Lord calls to comply with His requirements and whom He proposes to confer the highest blessings upon, as He has in reference to us, and as He did in reference to the people in Jackson County.
There having been a failure in regard to this Law of Consecration-a failure so serious that it resulted in great misery to the people of God-a few years after that the Lord gave another law for the Saints to observe in place of the Law of Consecration. It is called the Law of Tithing. If we look upon this law in its proper light, we will see the importance of it and the danger that will result if we fail to observe it. It would hardly be justice in our Heavenly Father if He were to deal with the Latter-day Saints now in any way different from that in which He dealt with His people in Jackson County. 
If we find out what resulted from their failure in the Law of Consecration, we may, I think, very readily and reasonably conclude what will be the result of a failure in reference to this Law that has been put before us in place of the Law of consecration. I dare say that it seems to some persons who are not in the habit of reflecting much that the Lord is severe under certain circumstances. When we consider what transpired here a few years ago in this beautiful country and the distress that was visited upon the men, women and children, we might think there was some severity about that. 
The same in reference to what followed a disobedience to this Law of Consecration in the early days of the Church. The Lord told the Saints who formed that colony in Jackson County what should be the results if they failed to observe the Law of Consecration. He said: "Ye shall be scourged from city to city and from synagogue to synagogue, and but few shall stand to receive an inheritance."

I do not wish to speak very long; I do not expect my voice will allow me; but I want to read an extract showing what followed a disobedience of consecration. And in this connection, I want you to distinctly understand that the Lord certainly could have preserved the Saints there had they obeyed His will. We will see what followed it for disobedience. We will not follow it for many years from that time but will take the immediate results of their disobedience to the Law of Consecration. (For the rest of the Talk see the document ‘President Lorenzo Snow’s Conference addresses.’) 
October 1900 President Lorenzo Snow General Conference address

Address: “Brethren and sisters, I will read a few verses embraced in the sixty-third section of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants. 
D&C 63: 24-31: "And now, behold, this is the will of the Lord your God concerning His Saints, that they should assemble themselves together unto the land of Zion, not in haste, lest there should be confusion, which bringeth pestilence. Behold, the land of Zion, I, the Lord, holdeth it in mine own hand; Nevertheless, I, the Lord, rendereth unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; Wherefore, I, the Lord, willeth that you should purchase the lands that you may have advantage of the world, that you may have claim on the world, that they may not be stirred up unto anger. For Satan putteth it into their hearts to anger against you, and to the shedding of blood; wherefore, the land of Zion shall not be obtained but by purchase or by blood, otherwise there is none inheritance for you.
And if by purchase, behold you are blessed; And if by blood, as you are forbidden to shed blood, lo, your enemies are upon you, and ye shall be scourged from city to city, and from synagogue to synagogue; and but few shall stand to receive an inheritance."
These words were spoken of the Lord to Joseph the Prophet in 1831.

Now the time is fast approaching when a large portion of the people that I am now addressing will go back to Jackson county. A great many people that are now dwelling in the State of Utah will have this privilege. Whether I, President Cannon, President Smith, or all the brethren of the Twelve will go back I know not. But a large portion of the Latter-day Saints that now dwell in these valleys will go back to Jackson county to build a Holy City to the Lord, as was decreed by Jehovah and revealed through Joseph Smith.”

They have paid twice the amount of tithing this year and last year than they paid two years ago. It is wonderful how the Saints have reformed in this duty especially in view of the fact that the Latter-day Saints have always had trouble to reform themselves in money matters. 
They could not do it in the day in which this revelation was given. Joseph tried to develop them so that they would conform to the Law of Consecration, which is in advance of the Law of Tithing, and is a principle which, as sure as I am speaking, you and I will one day have to conform to. When that day comes, we will be prepared to go to Zion. We will not take possession of the land of Zion by force. If we should do, it would turn out to us as it did with the people who were upon the land of Zion when this revelation was given. As the Lord here tells us, there are only two ways in which we can come into possession of that land. One way is by purchase, "and if by purchase, behold you are blessed." The other way is by blood, "and if by blood, as you are forbidden to shed blood, lo, your enemies are upon you, and ye shall be scourged from city to city, and from synagogue to synagogue, and but few shall stand to receive an inheritance." 
These are the words of God. They did not come to us today, or yesterday, or last year, but they did come to the people of God some years ago. They came to the Latter-day Saints who were upon the land of Zion at that time. I do not know that it would be right to say that they are of more importance to us than they were to them. But there is this about it: The Latter-day Saints in these valleys have had an experience that the Saints then did not have. We have learned that which they did not learn. They were badly persecuted and driven forth from the land of Zion, and as the revelation says: "but few shall stand to receive an inheritance." There are some perhaps within the sound of my voice who will receive an inheritance in Jackson county before they pass into the next life.

I have not heard at any previous conference such talk as has been given to the Latter-day Saints at this conference. It is a talk that bears upon it reformation and preparation. When we think of the wonderful reformation that has been accomplished in the matter of tithing, it is a manifestation that a grand preparation is coming. 
Do you suppose that the Lord would ever send you and me back to Jackson County until He could feel perfectly assured that we would do those things which the people of Jackson County failed to do for lack of experience and faith? Jackson county is the place, the point that we should have continually in view. A brother the other day said that he had a thousand dollars and he was keeping it to purchase land in Jackson County, as soon as it would be proper to do so.

We cannot consider ourselves prepared, however, to go back to Jackson County when we fail to pay our tithing. I do not wish to say very much about tithing, for I think I have said enough. In the settlements that we traveled through coming from St. George, I talked very strongly about it, because I knew it was a command of the Lord that the people should repent and reform from the great neglect that we had all been guilty of more or less. I felt determined about it then with all my heart and soul, and I did not know but that the Saints might think I was going a little too far. To ease their minds upon this I told them that I should never come again to talk to them as I talked at that time. But I said they must do what they had been told if they calculated to be Latter-day Saints. The reformation in this line has been effectual. There are some, I am told, that do not think it is right to pay tithing. That need not surprise anybody. But the great mass of the people are doing well in relation to this.
Let us all exercise faith for the Lord to open the way that we may go back to Jackson County. A short time ago something occurred in this connection that was a little extraordinary. Two men came here-good, honest men, as I have every reason to believe-and to our surprise they wanted to establish a union between the Latter-day Saints and the Josephites. We asked them to explain themselves. They said they had received a revelation that the time had now come to build a Temple in Jackson County, and in order that this might be accomplished, they had felt it was their duty to go to the Josephites. 
They do not believe in the Josephites any more than we do; but they went there and had a conversation with the president and counsel of the Josephites. It was proposed that they send four of their elders, that we send four of our Elders, and that the Hedrickites (to which body these two men belonged) have four of their elders, and that all these Elders should meet on the Land of Zion and see if they could not make some arrangement by which the Temple could be built. Of course, we could see very well that there was no use trying in that direction; but they seemed to have faith that it could be affected. 
In part these men may have had a manifestation. I believe that they were about right on the point that the time had arrived to build a Temple; at least, the time is arriving when that Temple should be built; but it will not be built by that class of people. It will be built by the Latter-day Saints in connection with the Lamanites. END of Talk
President Joseph F. Smith served as a counsellor in the First Presidency under President Snow. He had already served as a counsellor to Presidents Taylor and Woodruff. Elder Heber J. Grant served as a member of the Twelve, during his administration.
Use of the Term Zion by President Joseph F. Smith
Unlike President Snow in nearly every conference address President Smith uses the term Zion with reference to the Saints in the Inter-Mountain West or in a general sense. 
Following are some phrases showing how President Smith typically used the term Zion.
“That they will defend the cause of Zion by their example as well as by their professions” General Conf 10th Nov 1901

“God bless…. All those who labour for the welfare of Zion” Gen Conf. 10th Nov 1901

“And the building up of Zion” Gen Conf 10 Nov 1901.

“As watchmen on the towers of Zion” Gen Conf 10th Nov 1901

“We want every man to…carry off his portion of the responsibility of building up Zion in the latter days.” General Conf. 4th April 1902

“May the Lord bless Zion” General Conf. 4th April 1902.

“That we may be true men and women in the cause of Zion” 

General Conf. 6th. April 1902.

“Let us sustain the cause of Zion”. General Conf. 6th April 1902.

“Stakes of Zion” is used very frequently. See General Conf. 4th Oct 1902.

“We feel in our hearts that Zion is prospering and that all is well with the people of God at large” …... “That Zion may continue to flourish in the tops of the mountains,”

…. We feel there is much that can be done and much that ought to be done in the interests of Zion and for the benefit of the people of God. General Conf. 4th Oct 1902.

“These people of the world are so full of the traditions and superstitions of their fathers when they gather to Zion that it is difficult, if not impossible, for them to entirely overcome these traditions….” Gen Conf. 6th Oct 1902.

“Let us do all in our power to build up Zion.” 6 Oct 1902

“We find that it is not those who desire the welfare of Zion who are disposed to scatter abroad…” (See the sermon on the need to gather.) General Conf. 4th Oct 1903

“We have been under the necessity of dividing the Alberta Stake of Zion” Oct 1903

“Yet while prosperity has abounded throughout the length and breadth of the land of Zion, I want to tell you that there has not been so much prosperity abroad.” Oct 1903

“And I still advise the young men of Zion to become …” Oct 1903 

“I am satisfied that the Lord’s hand is over His people for good, and that He is lengthening the cords of Zion and strengthening her stakes……..”
On all sides there are evidences of progress, of increase, of the development of the resources of the land, and of building up and strengthening the stakes of Zion. I feel in my heart that the Lord will continue to bless and prosper Zion. As an evidence that He is doing so, we see that the devil is not dead yet, and he won’t die as long as the work of god is alive in the earth. The Lord bless Zion.”  General Conf. 6th Oct 1903.

“We preach that the idler shall not eat the bread of the labourer, and that the idler is not entitled to an inheritance in Zion….”  General Conf. 6th April 1904.

“I would be pleased if I could know that every dollar of the tithing that I pay to the church is employed in some good work of this kind by which the saints are strengthened in building up Zion, in establishing their settlements and in holding the fort if you please.” General Conf 6th April 1905.

“Zion is established in the midst of the earth to remain… that it can no more be thrown down nor left to another people, so long as the majority of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints will abide in their covenants with the Lord and will keep themselves pure and unspotted from the world….” April 1905

“I pray not only for the prosperity of Zion, but also for the prosperity of our nation.” 

Gen Conf. 9th April 1905.

“That earnest desire which we all must feel for the upbuilding of Zion.”
“I think that the Latter-day Saints will be able to discern in this (church schools are growing) fact a glorious truth, Zion is growing.” ”Gen. Conf. 6th Oct 1905.

“And has put it into your hearts to labour in the capacity of a choir for the benefit of Zion
“Let the Lord God have mercy upon those that seek to hurt the cause of Zion.” Gen Conf 8th Oct 1905.

NOTES: Because there are so many quotes on Zion by President Smith unless the quote is very much different I have not recorded them beyond this point (1905). 
These quotes are typical for the conferences at this period of time.

The cause of Zion

The interests of Zion

The mothers and daughters of Zion

The youth of Zion

Gone out from Zion

Stakes of Zion
Upbuilding of Zion

Build up Zion.

Not true to Zion.

Saviours on Mount Zion

The people of Zion 

The Lord bless Zion.

Look after the Welfare of Zion.

High Councils throughout Zion
The Bishops and Counsellors in Zion

Up building of Zion

Members in Zion

The inhabitants of Zion

Upon the towers as watchmen in Zion

He has brought out good for Zion

As High Priests in Zion or in the Church 4th April 1908

Elders sent out from Zion.

In the midst of Zion

The Lord has been prospering Zion.

The Lord prolong their memories in Zion.

Throughout the length and breadth of Zion

The children of Zion

Zion first and foremost

Those who fight against Zion or against the Church of Jesus Christ of latter-day Saints

For the advancement of Zion

The parents in Zion

To build all the meeting houses in Zion.

The bishops of the wards in Zion

Zion is prospering.

And viewing the beauties of Zion

Daughters of Zion
General Conf 5th April 1907: “The Book of Mormon proclaims America to be the Land of Zion; a land dedicated to righteousness and liberty; a land dedicated to righteousness and liberty; a land of promise to certain branches of the house of Israel, and also to the Gentiles. It declares God will fortify this land against all other nations and “he that fighteth against Zion shall perish” 

General Conf 7th April 1907: “God bless the mothers in Zion, and the sons and daughters of Israel, and keep our children from the ways of the world, from transgression and from temptation that will lead them astray. May the power of God be over all the household of faith? May Israel flourish upon the hills and rejoice upon the mountains, and assemble together unto the place which God has appointed, and there prosper, multiply, and replenish the earth, and thence spread abroad throughout the land; for the time will come when we will find it necessary to fulfil the purposes of the Almighty by occupying the land of Zion in all parts of it. We are not destined to be confined to the valleys of the mountains. Zion is destined to grow, and the time will come when we will cry aloud, more than we do today, Give us room that we may dwell.”  

Gen Conf. 6th April 1911: “I think I can truthfully say that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints is in a prosperous condition in the world. I believe I can justly say that Zion is enjoying the favour and the blessing of Almighty God.” 
Gen Conf. 4th Oct 1914: “And it is requested of the bishops everywhere throughout the church to look after those who come to them from foreign countries, who immigrate to Zion that they may be assisted as far as possible…” 
Gen Conf 4th Oct 1914: “There is no question as to the fact that missionary service is required and is as necessary in Zion, or here at home, as it is abroad.”  
Gen Conf 4th Oct 1914: “Many Bishops have taken fatherly interest in the saints who have immigrated to Zion” 
The following comments by President Smith were made during the First World War: (Note Latter Day Saints in Europe had been admonished by leaders to remain in their own lands since 1900.) 

“Let us live righteous lives….let them be united as a family unit in the church and as that condition extends abroad to the borders of Zion, we will have the millennial reign among us, and there will be peace on earth and good will to men everywhere.” General Conf 6th Oct 1916.

“I believe that Zion is prospering and that so far as our spiritual life, our spiritual growth, and our faith are concerned, as well as our temporal condition, we are prosperous, and all is well in Zion today.”  General Conf. 5th. Oct 1917

“The following wards have been organized, an indication of what I have said to you that Zion is growing, increasing, progressing.” (Lists 17 wards) a/a

“It is our duty also to maintain schools and seminaries throughout the length and breadth of Zion.” 5 April 1918

“I am as anxious as I have been, and as earnest in my desires that Zion shall prosper, and that the Lord shall favour His people…” Gen Conf. 4th. Oct. 1918 Last conference of President Smith He died 4th Oct 1918. 
No one used the Term Zion more than President Smith. To him Utah and surrounding states where the saints were settled was Zion in very deed. He applied ancient and modern scripture about Zion to Utah there and then. He taught that the America was the land of Zion.
Heber J. Grant served as a member of the Twelve during his administration. George Albert Smith, David O. McKay, Joseph Fielding Smith, were added to the Twelve.
Use of the Term Zion during the Administration of President Heber J Grant
Notes: President Grant used the term Zion much less frequently than President Smith although he maintained the same meaning. Tighter controls on immigration made it more difficult for foreign converts to come to Utah. President Grant was much less inclined to believe that the only place for members to live was in the Inter-Mountain West. Stakes of Zion as they were called were organised on the East coast and in the Southern States for the first time. This was deemed correct because the brethren believed that the whole land of America North and South was Zion. 
The Law of Consecration was not deemed necessary at this time in the establishment and expansion of Zion, just the organization of Stakes. 

The following excerpts from talks at General Conference during the administration of President Grant show how the concept of Zion continued to develop.
Expansion of Zion to the Eastern States

General Conference Oct 1924 Elder Brigham H. Roberts

Elder Roberts of the Seventy was President of the Eastern States Mission. His desire was that the Eastern States would be looked upon as Zion the same as the west.

“During the last six months, nay during just the last month, September, we have completed and dedicated two chapels in the Eastern States mission; one in Baltimore, Maryland, and one in Fairmont, West Virginia. These two, with the chapel that was dedicated last January in Charleston, West Virginia, makes three chapels within the past two years that we have built and dedicated to the Lord in that land, at an aggregate cost of about $54,000. One third of the amount in the case of the West Virginia chapels has been raised by the subscriptions of the Saints and their friends in that land. I have been tempted to believe, that perhaps the establishment of chapels in the Eastern States mission marks progress in the development of the work of the Lord on the Atlantic seaboard of the Land of Zion. 
It rather indicates that we are approaching that time when we shall establish permanent stations in that part of the land, when we shall carry to the people the institutions of Zion, not only the regular Church organization as expressed in branches, but our Sabbath schools, Mutual Improvement associations, Primary associations, Relief Societies and all those helps in government which can, as I believe, be made mighty agencies for reaching the lives of the people in those communities; using not only the testimony of the missionaries, but likewise the testimony of the institutions of Zion in bringing men to a knowledge of the latter-day word of God.

I believe that this note of permanency given to our work in the Eastern States mission means a return to the vision and purpose that were in the mind of the Prophet Joseph in the last conference that he held in Nauvoo, April 1844. At that time many of the Saints felt that the ideas about the establishment of Zion in Jackson County had been somewhat disrupted, and certainly postponed. The Prophet, to re-establish confidence in the minds of his people concerning Zion, and in the promises which God had made concerning Israel, enlarged their vision about Zion by calling their attention to the fact that it was not circumscribed by the lines of Jackson county, nor by the lines of the State of Missouri, but under a very burst of inspiration from God, he made known that the whole land of America, North and South, was the land of Zion; and that God's purposes concerning Zion (sometimes also called the land of Joseph), contemplated larger things than the brethren had so far dreamed of. 
He announced at that conference that the whole land of America--this "land choice above all other lands," was Zion; wherever the elders went, and could find those who would receive the testimony which they bore, they were at liberty to establish "stakes of Zion" through their ministry in all parts of the land; and he specifically named the city of Boston as a suitable place for a stake of Zion, and New York as a suitable place for a stake of Zion, also I think Philadelphia. President Brigham Young, following him at the conference, in his remarks declared that the prophet's announcement was a "sweepstakes" in giving this larger vision of what would constitute Zion.

Well, of course, the martyrdom of the Prophet, the expatriation of the Latter-day Saints from the United States, and their journey to these mountains, postponed, for a time, the things contemplated at that time by the Prophet Joseph. Perhaps, as a community, we were to learn what we sometimes find out as individuals, namely, that the farthest way around is often the nearest way home. It was necessary that these decades, between the martyrdom of the Prophet and now, should pass. The history that we have written in our exodus to these western lands, the establishment of stakes of Zion here--and the growth of the Latter-day Saints into a great and united community, where they could accumulate means, and experience, that would enable them to take possession of their larger inheritance throughout the land of Zion, were necessary. 
But now, strengthened as we are, experienced as we have come to be, may we not lift our vision to comprehend the larger purpose of God in the gathering of Israel out of the world to the whole land of Zion, and the redemption of it through stakes of Zion being established east as well as west? For I do want to claim for the Eastern States that they constitute just as acceptable regions in which stakes of Zion can be established as are to be found on the Pacific shores of the land of Zion.
And when we sing, "America," that great American anthem--"My country 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing"--we want to have a larger vision than the State of Utah affords; or that any other state affords. We want to include in our thoughts every part of the land that is under the protecting aegis of the Constitution of the United States, which God established, by raising up inspired men to lay the true foundations of civil liberty in the world. 

So, too, when we speak of Zion and God's purposes with reference to the Gathering of Israel, and the establishment of Zion, we want to have a larger vision than these valleys of the Rocky Mountains afford, splendid and glorious as they are to us, and dear to our affections, for they are not the whole of Zion, nor even the centre of Zion; and to those who understand aright, never were thought upon as more than a resting place for Israel while preparing for greater possessions, including these. 
We want to remember, Latter-day Saints, that Zion, her centre place, the centre city of Zion, where God's house, The Temple of temples is to be erected, has not been moved out of her place. It is still where God declared it to be, near Independence, Jackson County, Missouri, in the centre of the land. 

The centre as to these United States of America, midway between "the sea east and the sea west;" midway between our boundary line on the north and our boundary line on the south; and, strangely enough, when contemplated with reference to the old North American Continent--the land of Eden, as well as the land of Zion--contemplated with reference to the whole continent; midway, the Panama region and the far North beyond the Hudson Bay; and as already I have told you, about equal distance between the west sea and the east sea. Well, Zion has not been moved out of her place, and God's decree must be fulfilled in relation to the establishment of Zion itself, as well as the stakes of Zion. We want to keep that within the range of our vision.” END
A similar message was repeated by Elder Roberts in 1930. The first stake of Zion was organized in New York in 1934
Zion is expanded to Canada, and Mexico on the American Continent. 
Elder Brigham H Roberts Gen Conf April 1930: 
“Stakes of Zion are multiplied in the land of Zion, in Canada, in Mexico, in the midst of the Rocky Mountains, and also along the Pacific slope; and soon, as our first Prophet declared, and but three months before his death, on the Atlantic seaboard likewise would stakes of Zion be organized, naming specifically stakes of Zion to be established in Boston and New York, and other great cities. The Atlantic ocean but washes the shores of Zion land on the east, as the Pacific ocean washes the shores of Zion land on the west; and the great interior valleys of the Mississippi and his mighty tributaries, will also be places for stakes of Zion, and the Gulf slopes--the south-land--as well.

Zion is lengthening her cords and is strengthening her stakes and multiplying her alters to the true God by the erection of temples, stake houses and chapels throughout the land. It seems to me that the chief activity of our President, Heber J. Grant, in late years, has become the dedicating of places of worship throughout and in all parts of the land of Zion.”
(Zion is expanded to South America- No mention of the need for the Law of Consecration to bring about Equality in temporal affairs) 
Elder Melvin J. Ballard states South America is the “other part of Zion” General Conference Oct 1925 
“My brethren and sisters, I respond to the call that has come from the Presidency of the Church, to leave home and loved ones and my native land, to go with Brother Wells and Brother Pratt into the great South American country. I do not go with any feeling of elation that it is going to be a great pleasure trip; I go in fear and in trembling, trusting in the Lord, knowing that we shall be utterly helpless, save the Lord shall be with us. I have felt in my soul that the time would come--and I thank God that it has come--that that great country may hear the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. I believe that it, too, is Zion, as the Prophet Joseph Smith has told us. 
I believe that it is altogether fitting and proper that more than half of the missionaries of the Church should be in the United States missions; for it is unto this land, the land of Zion, that the spirit of gathering has called Israel from all over the earth. They have been coming here, and here are the majority of our converts. As I recall it, three years ago one million two hundred fifty thousand people were permitted to come into the United States, and the quota was full. Yet, at that time, twenty-five million people applied to come. Since then, however, the government has seen fit to further reduce the privileges of immigration to this country, until today only three per cent of the foreign population of any nation in this country, in 1900, may now come in, which means that not more than about two hundred thousand can enter this land in any single year from all nations of the earth. 
Where are they going? According to the evidence that I am gathering since this call came, millions of them are going to South America. I have hoped and prayed that we shall find that there, too, the spirit of gathering has called men and women from all nations of the earth. They are there in large numbers from all nations, and if God is willing to open their hearts and bless us with the ability to reach them and carry the message of the gospel, it is our desire that they who are from the Gentile nations may also, with others, have this privilege of hearing the message of the gospel and come into the fold of Christ. I know not what purpose God may have in their being in that great southland, the other part of Zion. 
These matters will all unfold in the Lord's own due time. And then it may only be the beginning of that other glorious work that we are anticipating shall come, for the Book of Mormon came to us, not for our sakes, but especially for the sons and daughters of Father Lehi, who have dwindled in unbelief. May the day speedily come that this revelation shall also go forth in that land to the millions of sons and daughters who have the blood of Father Lehi in their veins that the day of their redemption may come.”
April 1926 General Conference President Heber J. Grant 

“As a result of this message many thousands of people have been gathered out from the various nations where the gospel has been preached and brought to Zion, the place designated by the Lord as the gathering place of latter day Israel.”

April 1930 General Conference Melvin J. Ballard

“I bear witness to you that God is moving in South America, and that the day will come when it will be as the prophet declared, a land of Zion---yes, the land of Zion for this branch (Manasseh) of the House of Israel, while North America becomes the land of Zion to Joseph’ children of Ephraim. And God will move the leaders of the nations to prepare the way for it all.”
President Charles W. Nibley of the First Presidency states his belief of where Zion is located especially in the mountains of Utah. General Conf. Oct 1929 

“The people have been blessed of the Lord in very deed. This city is a marvel of beauty all through the summer. As I ride around this city, I gaze at it with wonder, with admiration. I have said in my heart a hundred times, where in all the world is there a more beautiful place than this? Beautiful indeed, beautiful for situation, is Zion. This is Zion here in these mountains. Zion in the largest sense is perhaps North and South America. Zion is in Jackson County, as we heard this morning, but here also is the Zion of our God, the mountain of the Lord's house, as President Ivins read from the prophecy of Isaiah, which I will repeat, for it is good to hear: "And it shall come to pass in the last days that the mountain of the Lord's house"--I take that to mean the headquarters, the chief part of it though not all of the Lord's house, for in the Book of Mormon, First Nephi, 14th chapter, you can read that the saints of God should be scattered upon all the face of the earth; but the biggest end of it, as we may phrase it, the "mountain" of the Lord's house "shall be established in the top of the mountains." 

And here it is here we are; and the works that we have produced, I think, are good, they are constructive. What Mormonism has done is a credit……….
How has this been accomplished? It has been accomplished by the Church, the power of this Church, the influence of this Church, by the people of this Church, the poor helping the poor to get here to this land of Zion, consecrated and dedicated for the gathering place. For did not Isaiah say that in the last days the mountain of the Lord's house should be established in the top of the mountains, and that all nations should flow unto it? This has been truly a wonderful work…

…………

So there was no allurement or inducement to come for better circumstances, but only to build up Zion. And this has been Zion all the while. Isaiah said concerning it:

"For the Lord shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving and the voice of melody."

The Lord was to do this. To whom? To Zion Do you know of any other people called Zion upon the face of the earth? Do you know of anything more beautiful than this verse of Isaiah’s? Is the voice of melody here today? Is there any place in the world where there are sweeter singers and more of them in proportion to the population than right here? Is there any more of thanksgiving and the voice of melody anywhere else in the world according to numbers, than there is here in this land? This is Zion. The Lord will comfort Zion and all her waste places, and he will make her wilderness like Eden and her desert like the garden of the Lord.
Another verse by the same Isaiah and with respect to the same Zion: "And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away."

This is the word of the Lord concerning Zion. This is the Zion of our Lord. The Lord has done it. Time will not permit me to speak further in respect to this one great outstanding, wonderful work that the Lord has accomplished with Zion--the Gathering of the Saints from all parts of the earth. He has brought it about...” END
Elder Sylvester Q. Cannon Presiding Bishop. April 1936 Gen Conf.
(Zion will extend all over the earth-No mention of the need for the Law of Consecration-only the pure in heart and organization of the church)
(Elder Cannon gives his definition of what and where Zion is. Zion will extend all over the earth.)
“What is Zion and where is Zion? I would like to read to you a few things that President Brigham Young stated about that very thing. He said, "Where is Zion? Where the organization of the church of God is and may it dwell spiritually in every heart. 

And may we so live as to enjoy the spirit of Zion always." Further he said, "When we conclude to make a Zion we will make it; and this work commences in the heart of each person." Again, "This is the land of Zion. West of us is a body of water that we call the Pacific, and to the east there is another large body of water which we call the Atlantic, and to the north is where they have tried to discover a northwest passage. These waters surround the land of Zion." Again, "What is Zion? In one sense Zion is the pure in heart. But there is a land that will ever be called Zion. It is North and South America." Finally, he states "Zion will extend eventually all over the earth. There will be no nook or corner upon the earth but what will be Zion. It will all be Zion."
Now, as I read these statements I conclude that Zion is a place where virtue and righteousness are practised, and where the love of the Lord prevails. Wherever the Latter-day Saints settle and practise the principles of the Gospel, faith, righteousness, and diligence both in spiritual and in temporal affairs, is Zion; where the organizations of the Church are established, and where the members of the Church take part therein. So that Zion, as has been expressed this morning, is growing and spreading abroad throughout this nation and throughout other nations. 

It is our privilege and responsibility as Latter-day Saints, as parents, and as leaders in the stakes and wards and missions to encourage every member of the Church, whether young or old, to endeavour to live in such a way as to partake of the spirit of Zion, which is the spirit of the Gospel; to give of our service to the advancing of the interests of the Church; to qualify as men and women who are able to do things in a temporal way for the progress of the communities in which we live; to take advantage of the opportunities that may be afforded us to grow temporally as well as spiritually and exercise a powerful influence for good among all of our fellowmen.”
IMPORTANT NOTE: With the church being established in Germany with more members of the church than anywhere else outside of the United states and Canada, would this not qualify as Zion according to the definitions of Zion given above.

President Heber J. Grant toured all of the missions in Europe in 1937 two years prior to the start of the 2nd World War. In General Conference he gave a report of his experiences.
President Grant felt the Church in Germany had been Neglected 

“It melted my heart to find how anxious the people who are in those countries are to hear the authorities of the Church, how their hearts swelled with gratitude when President Clark, myself, brother Lyman, and others were with them. I feel really and truly ashamed of myself that I have neglected so long returning to that part of the flock. They are just as much a part of this Church as we are, and, the Lord helping us, they shall not be neglected in the future as much as they have been in the past. They are a part of the work of God and they are entitled to visits every year or two from some of the leaders of this Church. We have taken care of our people here at home, and we have sadly neglected those fine people over in those countries. Pardon me, but I do feel in my heart condemned that I did not take the time to go back there sooner, and if the Lord spares my life I am not going to wait very long before going back again.”    Conference Report October 1937

Note: No warning or prophesy was given by President Grant of the impending disaster about to strike the Saints in Germany even though Hitler was already wielding an evil influence.

See the study What Happened to the German Saints in World War 2
Do the comments that follow made during World War 2 have any application to the many Saints that lived in War torn Europe especially Germany and how much they suffered because of the war? 
Elder George Albert Smith During World War 2 Oct 1941 Gen Conf
“He the Lord has told us in great plainness that the world will be in distress, that there will be warfare from one end of the world to the other, that the wicked shall slay the wicked and that peace shall be taken from the earth. And he has said too, that the only place where there will be safety will be in Zion. Will we make this Zion? Will we keep it to be Zion, because Zion means the pure in heart?”

Elder John A Widtsoe during World War 2 April 1942 Gen Conf
Elder Widtsoe declares his definition of Zion in connection with safety.

“Speaking to the Church about the events of the last days, the Lord said, "The wicked shall flee unto Zion for safety." Since Zion is wherever the pure in heart are, I like to read into that inspired saying, that there is safety wherever the people of the Lord live so worthily as to claim the sacred title of citizens of the Zion of our Lord. Otherwise the name Zion is but an empty sound. The only safety that we can expect in this or any other calamitous time lies in our conformity to gospel requirements.

Every individual may carry the blessings of Zion with him wherever he goes. Our boys, who have been called into our country's service, if they keep themselves clean and undefiled, carry Zion with them. It is my faith that they will be protected by divine power. Should they fall in action or from disease it will be with the consent of our Father in Heaven? Besides, to all Latter-day Saints, time and eternity are closely associated.” 

Elder John A. Widtsoe Oct 1943 General Conference 

“Let me say one thing more. There is a statement in the D&C, which I have read with many a sober thought…… Every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another. (D. & C. 45:68, 69)

"They shall flee to Zion for safety." That I believe does not mean a geographically limited place, but a place where the pure in heart dwell, for they are Zion, and out of that Zion consisting of the pure in heart shall go forth the force and power that will bring peace to pass upon this unhappy earth.

We are Zion; we say we are I know we are. We are under the tremendous commission so to live, so to establish peace in our own hearts as to make our companionship, wherever we are, a society to which the suffering, the uneasy, those without peace, in all the world, may flee for safety. Truly a tremendous obligation rests upon the Latter-day Saints.”
Elder LeGrand Richards of the Twelve General Conference April 1944 
“About two years after the church was organised, the Lord gave a revelation to the Prophet Joseph in which he indicated that Zion was to increase in beauty and holiness; that her borders were to be extended; that her stakes were to be strengthened; that Zion was to arise and put on her beautiful garments. In the hands of this body of men rests the responsibility of that great achievement, and I feel that Zion is increasing in beauty and in holiness…… We should realize, brethren that ours is the responsibility to carry on. I think of these words so often, for Zion must increase. It must extend its borders. It must strengthen its stakes.”
Elder Hugh B. Brown of the Twelve: General Conference April 1945 
“In recognition of his fine service (President Anastasiou of the British Mission), the Lord has opened the way for him to come to Zion with his family.”
President Grant died on 14th. May 1945. 
David O McKay served as a counsellor to President Grant. Elders George Albert Smith, Joseph Fielding Smith Harold B Lee, Spencer W. Kimball, And Ezra T. Benson served as members of the Twelve.
How the Term Zion was used during the Administration of President George A. Smith

Oct 1945 General conference President George Albert Smith

“I assure you that if you will fulfil your promise, the blessings of our Heavenly father will abide with you and in your homes and with your loved ones, and Zion will continue to grow and spread abroad, and the truth will be carried to every land and clime and the power of the priesthood will be made manifest among our Father’s children in many places where it has never yet even been heard.”
October 1945 General Conference Bishop LeGrand Richards

Quotes Jeremiah 3:14-15   “And I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding”. Many of us have spent many years of our lives inviting backsliding Israel, the children of God, to come to Zion, and when they arrive here they find out how marvellous is the organization of the church and the priesthood quorums and the axillaries, which the Lord has provided to feed them with knowledge and understanding if they will come and attend their meetings…”
April 1946 General Conference President George Albert Smith

“Read a message from Stockholm Sweden. ‘Saints assembled at conference today, 

Stockholm Sweden sustain their beloved Prophet and leaders. Rejoice in having missionaries from Zion. Greetings to all”

“I would like to say to the brethren who are Mission Presidents; you have a real responsibility in your various fields. You do not have very many missionaries from Zion as yet, but they are coming.”
General Conference Oct 1950. Elder Joseph L. Wirthlin: 
“…And this work shall go forth into all the world and will reach out and will touch those who are to be brought out, two of a family and one of a city, and gathered to Zion. I repeat, I thank God that we have been sought out from far and distant places to gather here. I, thank God for the young missionaries who many years ago found my ancestors on the Isle of Man and brought them out.”
How the Term Zion was used During the Administration of President David O. McKay
During the administration of President McKay some leaders of the church spoke of and recognised that Missouri was the future place for the gathering of the Saints. 
Elder Marion G. Romney.

In particular Elder Marion G. Romney in 1954 stood apart and spoke of Zion as the New Jerusalem. He stated that the Royal Law or the Law of Consecration was essential to build Zion. In 1966 He stressed the need for the New Jerusalem as the place of peace and safety for Latter day Saints in the last days. 
He also stated that the United Order to bring about equality in temporal affairs was essential as part of the Redemption of Zion. (See a copy of his talk “Be Not troubled” at the end of this section.) 
See the copy of my letter to President Romney 8 July 1980 on page 18 in the study An Attempt to Resolve the Contrasting Teachings of Two Apostles
Elder Alvin R. Dyer 
In 1968 Elder Alvin R. Dyer was called as an additional Counselor to the First Presidency where he served to the death of President McKay in 1970. In 1966 President McKay visited the sites of the future New Jerusalem in Jackson County with Elder Dyer as his guide. Elder Dyer wrote a book called ‘The Refiner’s Fire’, which gives details of this visit and gives much detail concerning the past and future events in this area. This book had the full backing of President David O. McKay. In the preface to the second edition Elder Dyer states: 
“Grateful acknowledgement is given to President David O. McKay for encouragement to give greater attention in the revision to the revelations and prophecies in the early Missouri Period of Church History, particularly with reference to the future of Zion, in the centre place.”

Elder Dyer was very keen for the church generally to take a much greater interest in the area where Zion will be established. His statements on Zion centred on the Redemption of Zion in Jackson County. 
He stated as part of the reason for the publication of his book ‘Refiners Fire’:

“The real purpose of this volume is to awaken concern, more particularly, to that which is yet to come in the future of Zion, to the fulfilment of the divine covenants and promises of God concerning the final gathering of the saints and the building of the city of Zion, the New Jerusalem, from whence “the law shall go forth”…According to the commandments from God, the saints came to Jackson County, the land of promise, to lay the foundation of God’s great latter-day work, and to bear record to the world of the dedication and consecration of this area where the Zion of God shall stand in the last days to culminate his work among men upon the earth, with a righteous people whom he will gather.” Page 49 ‘Refiners Fire’
Elder Dyer spoke of the reasons for the laying the foundation of Zion in the time of Joseph Smith: 
“By the actual commencement of and the laying of the foundations for Zion, even though its redemption was not accomplished at that time, it became possible for the Priesthood, when organised and sent into all parts of the world, to testify and bear record of the foundation of Zion and of its ultimate redemption as a refuge to which the saints of God could be gathered.” Page 85 ‘Refiners Fire’
“The commencement and laying the foundation included the introduction of the Law of Consecration, administered under the United Order. This Celestial law was given to the saints, that there might be established, by its commencement, the conditions of purity of individual purpose that can unite the saints in the common bond of love and fellowship, required for the redemption of Zion. Through this initial procedure, the power of the United Order became known unto man. This archetype of righteousness now becomes a condition to be achieved, and it is to be testified to as the way the Lord has given to become part of His Kingdom.” Page 87 ‘Refiners Fire’
In conclusion Elder Dyer wrote concerning the meaning of the word Zion in the Doctrine and Covenants:

“It is of compelling interest to realize that more than 50 revelations were given to the Prophet Joseph Smith over a period of 11 years from 1830 to 1841 which pertain to the Redemption of Zion, and the building of the City of the New Jerusalem. 

While generally ‘Zion’, has many meanings and applications, the revelations concerning Zion given to the Prophet principally concern the centre place of Zion in Jackson County, Missouri, and the surrounding counties. Concerning this, the Prophet Joseph Smith gave utterance at the time of the dedication of the School in Zion in Jackson County, Missouri to the following:  ‘I now pronounce this land consecrated and dedicated unto the Lord for the possession and inheritance for the saints, and for all the faithful servants of the Lord to the remotest ages of time, in the name of Jesus Christ, having authority from him.’ Page 333 ‘Refiners Fire’
President Dyer also assisted in the relocation of the Pattonsburg Dam, which saved Adam-ondi-Ahman and other lands from being inundated. Under the direction of President McKay, the church made several purchases of properties in Missouri including the sacred lands of Adam-ondi-Ahman. 

President McKay did not use the word Zion very frequently. 
Following are a few examples. 
Oct 1952 General Conference President David O. McKay

“And now this morning, I express again to you in Zion the loving greetings of the saints in Europe………God bless you, you armies of Israel, you leaders in Zion.”
April 1959 General Conference President David O. McKay
“God help us to be true to our responsibility and to our callings, and especially to the responsibility we bear as fathers and mothers of the children of Zion-heaven’s treasures given to us.”
February 1959 Instructor magazine “Zion shall flourish” President David O McKay

“Zion means, literally, a sunny place or sunny mountain. It first designated an eminence in Palestine on which Jerusalem is built. In the Doctrine and Covenants, Zion has three Designations: First, the land of America; second, a specific place of gathering; and third, the pure in heart.
Talks by other leaders on Zion during this period

April 1951 General Conference Elder Harold B. Lee of the Twelve
“The challenge of this time, what with military service of young men eighteen years, young girls disturbed in their social life, is to see that Zion is increased in holiness. We must increase in beauty. Our homes, our quorums, our wards, and our stakes must be strengthened. Zion must arise and put on her most beautiful garments.”
October 1951 General Conference President Stephen L. Richards First Counsellor in the First Presidency 
“For my purpose here today, I shall look upon Zion as being a condition and not a place, and the world likewise…”Verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion Rejoice, for this is Zion,--the pure in heart” D& C 97:21…..There is no fence around Zion or the world…..
And he forgets that he is in Zion; and forgetting, he steps out of Zion into the world,

He is comfortably out of Zion.

If I have been able in any degree to clarify our understanding about Zion and her relationship to the world, if the Spirit of the Lord has entered into your hearts, my brethren and sisters, to give you a greater love for Zion and awake within you a keener apprehension of the dangers which the foe has brought to our very doors, and if resolution shall now grip your hearts to arise and defend Zion, I will be profoundly grateful…O God, help us, thy favoured children, to preserve Zion.”
October 1952 General Conference Elder Ezra Taft Benson
“She was a little old lady, faithful and true. She had been ostracized by her people, by her community. She had been thrown into prison because she failed to bow at the feet of the man who at one time was the minister of her church. She endured hardships; she had been in a concentration camp; and after much struggle and effort on the part of the members of her family here in Zion, and members of Congress from Idaho and Utah, she finally arrived in Zion.”
April 1953 General conference Bishop Joseph L. Wirthlin

“The land of Zion is where the Spirit of God can be found in rich abundance. It is a place where we may enjoy peace, brotherly love, and the temporal blessings needed to sustain life.”
October 1954 General Conference Elder Marion G. Romney
“The very building of Zion and the escape of the Saints from the tribulations yet to be poured out upon the nations turn upon a full compliance with the "royal law."  We can with profit let our minds dwell upon these things; for Zion, "the New Jerusalem," is yet to be built, and it is to be "a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God; . . . And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another. . . .  And every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety." (D&C 45:65-71.)

When shall we build it? You ask. Well, according to the scriptures, not until we can fully and ungrudgingly yield obedience to the "Royal Law." For the Lord has made it plain that Zion cannot be built up until the Saints become united according to the "union required by the laws of the Celestial Kingdom," which laws, he explains, require us to impart of our substance "as becometh saints, to the poor and afflicted' among us. (See D&C 105 l-6.)”
April 1955 General Conference Elder Ezra T. Benson

“So, my brethren, may we prepare, as elders in Israel, to help enlarge and to strengthen the boundaries of Zion, enlarge her stakes, and build up the Kingdom.” D&C 82:14

April 1955 General Conference Elder LeGrand Richards

“We have a great responsibility; those of us who are privileged to be here in Zion. You remember the words of the Prophet Jeremiah of old when he said, “Turn O backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I am married unto you; and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion And I will give you pastors according to mine heart.( Jeremiah 3 : 14-15.)  Now when we are gathered to Zion, either here or in her stakes or missions, we have a great responsibility.”
April 1960 General Conference Elder Harold B. Lee: 
“By assignment of the First Presidency in company with Elder Alvin R. Dyer president of the European Mission, President T. Bowring Woodbury of the British Mission, and President Bernard P. Brockbank, now president of the new North British Mission, on Sunday March 27, we organized the new Manchester Stake with a total membership of 2400 members. This new stake brings the full Church program into action, so that such an organization will be a demonstration to the world "to shine forth as a standard unto the nations," showing the work of the Church at full flower. Zion, which the Lord declared, is "the pure in heart" in that land now, will "increase in holiness and in beauty." Zion will now begin "to arise and put on her beautiful garments." (See D&C 82:14 97, 21.) This first stake will provide a pattern for stakes yet to come from these great missions. 

In truth, then, it now begins to build "a defence, a refuge from the storm, and wrath when it is poured out with mixture upon the whole earth" (see ibid. 115:6) which as the Lord declared was the purpose of a stake being organized.”
October 1960 General Conference Elder Ezra T. Benson: 
In this dark hour, the fate of the world seems to rest largely in our hands. We, who live in this choice land, in fact all the land of Zion, have the opportunity, the responsibility, and the solemn obligation to stand firm for freedom. “Wo be unto him that is at ease in Zion “…. God bless the land of Zion, North and South America, and all the world.”
October 1962 General Conference Elder Ezra Taft Benson:
“Many of us have been asleep in Zion—the Western Hemisphere.”
April 1966 General Conference Elder Marion G. Romney

What to do about United Order
“The final words of the Lord in suspending the order were: "And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and her law be executed and fulfilled, after her redemption." (D&C 105:34.) Further implementation of the order must therefore await the redemption of Zion. Here Zion means Jackson County, Missouri. 
October 1966 General Conference Elder Marion G. Romney “Be not Troubled”

He stresses the need for the New Jerusalem as the place of peace and safety in the last days. See the full talk at the end of this documen
October 1968 General Conference Elder Harold B. Lee ‘Troubled state of world’
In these days of our generation, many of you are asking: Where is safety?

The word of the Lord is not silent. He has admonished us: "But my disciples shall stand in holy places and shall not be moved; but among the wicked, men shall lift up their voices and curse God and die." (D&C 45:32.) The Lord has told us where these "holy places" are: "And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety." (D&C 45:68.)

…..After designating certain such places in our dispensation, the Lord then declared: "Until the day cometh when there is found no more room for them; and then I have other places which I will appoint unto them, and they shall be called stakes, for the curtains or the strength of Zion." (D&C 101:21.)

There are several meanings of the word Zion. It may have reference to the hill named Mt. Zion or by extension in the land of Jerusalem. It has sometimes been used, as by the prophet Micah, to refer to the location of "the mountain of the house of the Lord" -- as some place apart from Jerusalem. Zion was so called by Enoch in reference to the "City of Holiness," or the "City of Enoch." The Land of Zion has been used to refer, in some connotations, to the Western Hemisphere. But there is another most significant use of the term by which the Church of God is called Zion, comprising, according to the Lord's own definition, "the pure in heart." (D&C 97:21.) (Note: No mention is made of the New Jerusalem or of the law of Consecration to bring about equality in temporal things.)
As one studies the Lord's commandments and attending promises upon compliance therewith, one gets some definite ideas as to how we might "stand in holy places," as the Lord commands -- if we will be preserved with such protection as accords with his holy purposes, in order that we might be numbered among the "pure in heart" who constitute Zion…. (Emphasis is then on the need to live the commandments)” END
President McKay died on the 18th. Jan 1970. Towards the end of his administration the term Zion was no longer used to refer to just the inter-mountain West. The church had become a worldwide organisation.

Elder Marion G Romney above all other General Authorities taught the true concept of Zion with the need for the Law of Consecration under the United Order. The following talk “Be Not Troubled is an example of his teachings and personal conviction. 
“Be Not Troubled”
By Elder Marion G. Romney of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles October 1966 General Conference
(Note the use of the Doctrine and Covenants to establish doctrine)

“I greet you all this morning, members and non-members of the Church, both seen and unseen, as brothers and sisters. My message for you today is “be not troubled.” Since I shall give much of it in the words of the Saviour, I invite you to join me in a prayer that we may enjoy the enlightenment of his Spirit, that we may both understand and appreciate the significance of his words.
People are troubled 

If I correctly divine the temper of our times, people are troubled -- troubled by the portent of current events: "The rising risk of runaway inflation"; the shocking debauchery of the "new morality"; crippling industrial strife; increasing crime and general disrespect for law and order; mob rule; threatening world food shortages; the denial of God; his eviction from the affairs of our daily lives; escalating wars. These and other signs of the times fill the minds and hearts of honest, God-fearing people everywhere with foreboding doubts and fearful apprehension.

Informed believers in Jesus Christ see in these events fulfilment of the words that he spoke to his disciples as, on the last day of his public ministry, he stood before them in the flesh and responded to their questions concerning the signs of his coming in glory in the clouds of heaven, to fulfil the promises he had made concerning the redemption and also the restoration of the scattered Israel. (See D&C 45:16-17.)
Conditions foreseen 

He first told them, as he stood with them there on the Mount of Olives, concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, and that from there a remnant of Israel would "be scattered among all nations. 

"But [he added] they shall be gathered again; but they shall remain until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. And in that day shall be heard of wars and rumours of wars, and the whole earth shall be in commotion, and men's hearts shall fail them…." (D&C 45:24-26.)

"And when the times of the Gentiles is come in, a light shall break forth among them that sit in darkness, and it shall be the fullness of my gospel…. (D&C 45:28)

"And there shall be men standing in that generation that shall not pass until they shall see an overflowing scourge; for a desolating sickness shall cover the land. But my disciples shall stand in holy places and shall not be moved; but among the wicked, men shall lift up their voices and curse God and die. And there shall be earthquakes also in diver’s places, and many desolations; yet men will harden their hearts against me, and they will take up the sword, one against another, and they will kill one another. And now, [said the Lord to the Prophet Joseph Smith, to whom he revealed and restated these things anew] when I... had spoken these words unto my disciples, they were troubled. And I said unto them: Be not troubled, for, when all these things shall come to pass, ye may know that the promises which have been made unto you shall be fulfilled." D&C 45:31-35.
Joseph was informed

The fact that the Lord recounted these predictions to the Prophet Joseph in 1831 surely emphasizes their importance to us. And since the disciples were troubled when they were but being told of these calamities to come far in the future, it is no wonder that we are troubled as we witness their occurrence. But to proceed with the rest of what the Lord told his disciples: 
D&C 45:36-40; "And...it shall be with them like unto a parable which I will show you--Ye look and behold the fig-trees, and ye see them with your eyes, and ye say when they begin to shoot forth, and their leaves are yet tender, that summer is now nigh at hand; Even so it shall be in that day when they shall see all these things, then shall they know that the hour is nigh. And it shall come to pass that he that feareth me shall be looking forth for the great day of the Lord to come, even for the signs of the coming of the Son of Man. And they shall see signs and wonders, for they shall be shown forth in the heavens above, and in the earth beneath."
D&C 45:44: "And then they shall look for me, and behold, I will come; and they shall see me in the clouds of heaven, clothed with power and great glory; with all the holy angels; and he that watches not for me shall be cut off."
But before they are cut off, the promised redemption and gathering -- the assurance of which was to comfort his disciples both then and now -- are to be fulfilled. This is the way the Savior put it: 

D&C 45:45-46: "But before the arm of the Lord shall fall, an angel shall sound his trump, and the saints that have slept shall come forth to meet me in the cloud. Wherefore, if ye have slept in peace blessed are you; for as you now behold me and know that I am, even so shall ye come unto me and your souls shall live, and your redemption shall be perfected; and the saints shall come forth from the four quarters of the earth."
It was in the light of Christ's foreknowledge of this glorious consummation that he said to his disciples, "be not troubled."
D&C 45:47-50: "Then," he continues (that is, after the redemption and the gathering), "shall the arm of the Lord fall upon the nations. And then shall the Lord set his foot upon this mount [he was standing on the Mount of Olives], and it shall cleave in twain, and the earth shall tremble, and reel to and fro, and the heavens also shall shake. And the Lord shall utter his voice, and all the ends of the earth shall hear it; and the nations of the earth shall mourn, and they that have laughed shall see their folly. And calamity shall cover the mocker, and the scorner shall be consumed; and they that have watched for iniquity shall be hewn down and cast into the fire.”
D&C 45:56-59: "And at that day, when I shall come in my glory, shall the parable be fulfilled which I spake concerning the ten virgins. For they that are wise and have received the truth, and have taken the Holy Spirit for their guide, and have not been deceived -- verily I say unto you, they shall not be hewn down and cast into the fire, but shall abide the day. And the earth shall be given unto them for an inheritance; and they shall multiply and wax strong and their children shall grow up without sin unto salvation. For the Lord shall be in their midst and his glory shall be upon them, and he will be their King and their lawgiver." 
I hope we are all familiar with these words of the Lord and with his predictions concerning other coming events, such as the building of the New Jerusalem and the redemption of the old, the return of Enoch's Zion, and Christ's millennial reign.

Not only do I hope that we are familiar with these coming events; I hope also that we keep the vision of them continually before our minds. This I do because upon a        knowledge of them, and an assurance of their reality and a witness that each of us may have part therein, rests the efficacy of Christ's admonition, "be not troubled."

It has always been faith in a lofty goal and confidence that it may be attained that have held people on the rugged course to high attainment. 
It was the assurance that they could obtain the land flowing with "milk and honey" that held Moses to the task of leading Israel through the wilderness. It was faith that they could obtain the "land choice above all others" (see 1 Nephi. 2:20) that led Lehi and his colony through the desert and across the sea. It was the vision of Zion as it shall yet be that sustained the pioneers as they trudged across the plains. Paul says that even Jesus himself endured the cross "for the joy that was set before him." (Heb. 12:2.)
If we are to remain on course through the stresses of the rising storm, it is imperative that we have a similar sustaining and motivation goal. 
The Lord has given us no reason to think it will be easy to stay on course. As a matter of fact, he said that deception would become so persuasive that if it were possible, the very elect shall be deceived. (Matt. 24:24.) Neither has he promised that the impending calamities will be miraculously turned aside nor that through the wisdom of men they can be averted. They are upon us because men have refused to be led by the living God.
Generally speaking, men have rejected him and have chosen to put their trust in their own wisdom. In this they have made a terrible, tragic mistake. All history vindicates, and coming events will vindicate, the prophet's statement, "Cursed is he that putteth his trust in the arm of flesh." (See 2 Nephi. 4:34.) Warning us of the consequences of our present course and identifying the cause of our troubles, the Lord said, as early as November 1, 1831: 
D&C 1:1-2: "Hearken ye people from afar; and ye that are upon the islands of the sea, listen together. For verily the voice of the Lord is unto all men..." 

D&C 1:11-13: "...That all that will hear may hear: "Prepare Ye!""Prepare ye, prepare ye for that which is to come, for the Lord is nigh; "And the anger of the Lord is kindled, and his sword is bathed in heaven, and it shall fall upon the inhabitants of the earth."

And what had brought the inhabitants of the earth to such a predicament?

D&C 1:15-16: "...They have strayed from mine ordinances [said the Lord], and have broken mine everlasting covenant; "they seek not the Lord to establish his righteousness, but every man walketh in his own way, and after the image of his own God, whose image is in the likeness of the world..."

Establish His Righteousness
Since man's failure "to seek the Lord to establish his righteousness" is the cause of his troubles, is it now obvious that the remedy is for him to reverse his course? --that is, "seek the Lord to establish his righteousness." Such is the clear implication of the next statement of the Lord in this revelation: 

D&C 1:17-18: "Wherefore, I, the Lord, knowing the calamity which should come upon the inhabitants of the earth, called upon y servant Joseph Smith, Jun., and spake unto him from heaven, and gave him commandments; And also gave commandments to others, that they should proclaim these things unto the world..." 
Light' came with the Restoration
The commandments given, which were to be and which ever since have been proclaimed to the world, were given in connection with the restoration of the gospel of Jesus Christ -- the light that the Lord told his disciples would break forth among men when the times of the Gentiles should come in. It was restored to earth, he said, "to be a light to the world, and to be a standard for my people, and for the Gentiles to seek to it, and to be a messenger before my face to prepare the way before me." (D&C 45:9.)
In it are revealed the ordinances from which men have strayed and the everlasting covenant that they have broken. It also instructs men how they must "seek the Lord to establish his righteousness. . .." (See D&C 1:16.)
Basis for hope and courage 

Now, the basis for the hope and courage that will keep us from being troubled does not lie in the expectation that enough people will accept and obey the restored gospel to turn aside the oncoming calamities. 
Nor does it depend upon any such contingency. As already indicated, it lies in the assurance that everyone who will accept and obey the restored gospel of Jesus Christ shall reap the promised rewards and this regardless of what others do. And certain it is that those who receive the blessings will have to prevail against great opposition, for the world in general is not improving. It is ripening in iniquity.

As early as January 2, 1831, the Lord declared: 

D&C 38:11-12: ". . . all flesh is corrupted before me; and the powers of darkness prevail upon the earth, among the children of men, . . eternity is pained, and the angels are waiting the great command to reap down the earth, to gather the tares that they may be burned. . .."

About two years later he said again upon the subject: 
D&C 86:5-7: "Behold, verily I say unto you, the angels are crying unto the Lord day and night, who are ready and waiting to be sent forth to reap down the fields; But the Lord saith unto them, pluck not up the tares while the blade is yet tender . . . lest you destroy the wheat also. Therefore, let the wheat and the tares grow together until the harvest is fully ripe; then ye shall first gather out the wheat from among the tares, and after the gathering of the wheat, behold and lo, the tares are bound in bundles and the field remaineth to be burned."
President Woodruff’s Testimony

Sixty-five years later, President Woodruff, then the mouthpiece of the Almighty on the earth, said: 

"I want to bear testimony...that the day is come when those angels are privileged to go forth and commence their work. They are labouring in the United States of America; they are labouring among the nations of the earth; and they will continue.... We need not marvel or wonder at anything that is transpiring in the earth... We cannot draw a veil over the events that await this generation. No man that is inspired by the spirit and power of God can close his ears, his eyes or his lips to these things." (Millennial Star, Vol. 58, pp. 738-9, Nov 10, 1896) 
In confirmation of this testimony, the tempo of wickedness and destruction has been greatly accelerated since President Woodruff spoke those words, and so has the gathering in of the wheat. Even now the tares are binding themselves in bundles, making ready for the field to be burned.
Mature faith, a source of strength and courage 

Naturally, believing Christians, even those who have a mature faith in the gospel are concerned and disturbed by the lowering clouds on the horizon. But they need not be surprised or frantic about their portent, for, as has already been said, at the very beginning of this last dispensation the Lord made it abundantly clear that through the tribulations and calamity that he foresaw and foretold and that we now see coming upon us, there would be a people who, through acceptance and obedience to the gospel, would be able to recognize and resist the powers of evil, build up the promised Zion, and prepare to meet the Christ and be with him in the blessed millennium. And we know further that it is possible for every one of us, who will, to have a place among those people. It is this assurance and this expectation that gives us understanding of the Lord's admonition, "be not troubled."

And now I close with this quotation from the Master: 

D&C 43:28-30, 34: "...labour ye, labour ye in my vineyard for the last time -- for the last time call upon the inhabitants of the earth. For in mine own due time will I come upon the earth in judgment, and my people shall be redeemed and shall reign with me on earth. For the great Millennium, of which I have spoken by the mouth of my servants, shall come... Hearken ye to these words. Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world. Treasure these things up in your hearts and let the solemnities of eternity rest upon your minds."

I bear my witness to the truth of these sayings. I know they are true, that we are living in those days and seeing the signs just preceding the coming of the Redeemer. That we may live the gospel of Jesus Christ and "be no troubled," I humbly pray in the name of Jesus Christ.” END of TALK 
Note: The scriptures are always the best source of true knowledge to gain an understanding of the gospel. Any mistakes in doctrine made by early leaders of the church who moved to the Inter Mountain West and who lived in difficult circumstances is understandable. They did not have the benefit of footnotes and indexes to enable the correlation of the scriptures on one subject. Sometimes when an error is made in doctrine, however, it can take many years for this to be corrected. If it is not corrected, then error upon error can develop. Some early leaders after the Prophet Joseph rationalised the scriptures pertaining to Zion according to their own circumstance. 
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