USA National Debt Ballooning Out of Control
Increasing Debt is like slowly blowing up a Balloon. The pressure continually increases to the point that the whole thing bursts and nothing is left but the pieces.  
National Debt of the USA.

See https://www.usdebtclock.org/     
A brief History showing the Increase of Debt per Citizen for the USA
5  Nov  2025  38,006,275,000,000 each citizen’s share of this debt is $111,353

18 May 2025 36,865,124,000,000 each citizen’s share of this debt is $107,672 

31 July 2024 35,007,942,000,000 each citizen’s share of this debt is $103,838
8 April 2024 34,636,609,000,000 each citizen’s share of this debt is $102,938

 26 Oct 2023 33,682,049,000,000 each citizen’s share of this debt is $100,658
1 Apr 2021 28,119,115,000,000 each citizen’s share of this debt is $84,909                                                         
 3 Jan 2021 27,567,850,000,000                                                        $83,334 Biden Pres.
 17 Sep 2020 26,770,314,000,000                                                        $81,064
  4 May 2020 25,000,000,000,000 each citizen’s share of this debt is $78,000 (Approx)
  2 Mar 2017 20,218,914,200,000 each citizen’s share of this debt is $61,352

22 Jan 2017 20,087,132,645,000 each citizen’s share of this debt is $61,227 Trump Pres.
  4 Dec 2016 19,908,886,654,045 each citizen’s share of this debt is $61,000
12 Apr 2016 19,231,640,247,249 each citizen’s share of this debt is $59,587

15 Dec 2015 18,773,004,740,479 each citizen’s share of this debt is $58,306
9   Feb 2015 18,134,690,393,479 each citizen’s share of this debt is $56,675
25 Dec 2014 18,049,264,457,975 each citizen’s share of this debt is $56,461
20 Nov 2014 17,970,090,450,829 each citizen’s share of this debt is $56,253
15 Sep 2014 17,750,177,661,953 each citizen’s share of this debt is $55,639
24 Jul 2014 17,613,499,285,676 each citizen’s share of this debt is $55,271
24 Feb 2014 17,419,572,122,900 each citizen’s share of this debt is $54,829
12 Dec 2013 17,234,402,571,650 each citizen’s share of this debt is $54,329
12 Apr 2013 16,806,330,952,053 each citizen’s share of this debt is $53,393
12 Mar 2013 16,715,926,297,221 each citizen’s share of this debt is $53,137

20 Feb 2013 16,565,987,376,088 each citizen’s share of this debt is $52,681
3 Jan 2013 16,443,566,250,448 each citizen’s share of this debt is $52,339
3 Dec 2012 16,336,304,729,203 each citizen’s share of this debt is $52,029
2 Nov 2012 16,267,271,659,618 each citizen’s share of this debt is $51,840
 5 Oct 2012 16,158,937,164,923 each citizen’s share of this debt is $51,522
11 Sep 2012 16,060,053,672,893 each citizen’s share of this debt is $51,230
 6 Aug 2012 15,934,790,117,588 each citizen’s share of this debt is $50,866
18 July 2012 15,881,272,201,010 each citizen’s share of this debt is $50,714
1 June 2012 15,719,390,383,846 each citizen’s share of this debt is $50,243
1 May 2012 15,637,165,408,438 each citizen’s share of this debt is $50,009
 6 Apr 2012 15,624,511,218,655 each citizen’s share of this debt is $49,992
21 Mar 2012 15,580,022,717,109 each citizen’s share of this debt is $49,865
  7 Feb 2012 15,348,679,006,092 each citizen’s share of this debt is $49,165

  8 Jan 2012 15,247,946,925,361 each citizen’s share of this debt is $48,871  
25 Nov 2011 15,058,406,401,013 each citizen’s share of this debt is $48,304
12 Oct 2011  14,879,001,408,060 each citizen’s share of this debt is $47,769
15 Aug 2011 14,601,399,973,532 each citizen’s share of this debt is $46,931
19 Apr 2011  14,319,689,823,350 each citizen’s share of this debt is $46,130 
 17 Mar 2011 14,244,184,693,441 each citizen’s share of this debt is $45,916
 4 Feb 2011    14,117,368,188,965 each citizens share of this debt is $45,544 
 5 Jan 2011     13,980,297,234,895 each citizen’s share of this debt is $45,256
 6 Dec 2010    13,855,525,530,171 each citizen’s share of this debt is $44,751
11 Nov 2010   13,733,135,662,203 each citizen’s share of this debt is $44,377
 4 Oct 2010      13,577,498,886,334 each citizen’s share of this debt is $43,907
 4 Sep 2010     13,447,903,759,930 each citizen’s share of this debt is $43,513
 4 Aug 2010    13,303,132,015,893 each citizen’s share of this debt is $43,071
 4 July 2010    13,192,348,900,882 each citizen’s share of this debt is $42,737

 4 June 2010    13,065,327,287,489 each citizen’s share of this debt is $42,351
 5 May 2010    12,944,884,280,352 each citizen’s share of this debt is $41,985
   5 Apr 2010   12,774,761,833,335 each citizen’s share of this debt is $41,457
18 Mar 2010   12,650,690,881,893 each citizen’s share of this debt is $41,069
21 Feb 2010    12,411,118,881,870 each citizen’s share of this debt is $40,311
22 Jan 2010     12,333,153,678,291 each citizen’s share of this debt is $40,091
22 Dec 2009    12,111,282,140,623 each citizen’s share of this debt is $39,384
 8 Nov 2009     12,001,081,554,474 each citizen’s share of this debt is $39,059
 6 Oct 2009      11,932,765,800,409 each citizen’s share of this debt is $38,862
 4 Sep 2009      11,803,985,750,060 each citizen’s share of this debt is $38,467
20 Aug 2009    11,733,727,004,249 each citizen’s share of this debt is $38,249 
20 July 2009    11,605,856,268,282 each citizen’s share of this debt is $37,856
8 June 2009     11,403,613,594,539 each citizen’s share of this debt is $37,226
26 May 2009   11,322,530,310,135 each citizen’s share of this debt is $36,971
3 April 2009    11,117,863,367,757 each citizen’s share of this debt is $36,340 

16 Feb 2009      10,773,064,261,052 each citizen’s share of this debt is $35,245 Obama Pres.
20 Oct 2008      10,344,533,740,016 each citizen’s share of this debt is $33,932

28 Sept 2008      9,853,279,289,328 each citizen’s share of this debt is $32,326
28 Aug 2008      9,638,926,345,176 each citizen’s share of this debt is $31,641
18 July 2008      9,507,657,765,762 each citizen's share of this debt is $31,236
4 April 2008      9,457,856,103,047 each citizen's share of this debt is $31,137
24 Mar 2008      9,398,191,100,071 each citizen's share of this debt is $30,947
15 Aug 2007      8,965,125,788 (Sub-Prime crises well underway)
History of US Debt 1977-2006
DATE           Total Public US Debt                    
01/31/2006   $8,196,070,437,599.52 
09/30/2005   $7,932,709,661,723.50 
09/30/2004   $7,379,052,696,330.32 
09/30/2003   $6,783,231,062,743.62 
09/30/2002   $6,228,235,965,597.16 
09/28/2001   $5,807,463,412,200.06 Bush takes over Presidency 
09/29/2000   $5,674,178,209,886.86 
09/30/1999   $5,656,270,901,615.43 
09/30/1998   $5,526,193,008,897.62 
09/30/1997   $5,413,146,011,397.34 
09/30/1996   $5,224,810,939,135.73 
09/29/1995   $4,973,982,900,709.39 
09/30/1994   $4,692,749,910,013.32 
09/30/1993   $4,411,488,883,139.38 
09/30/1992   $4,064,620,655,521.66 
09/30/1991   $3,665,303,351,697.03 
09/28/1990   $3,233,313,451,777.25     US Recession
09/29/1989   $2,857,430,960,187.32 
09/30/1988   $2,602,337,712,041.16 
09/30/1987   $2,350,276,890,953.00 
09/30/1986   $2,125,302,616,658.42 
12/31/1985   $1,945,941,616,459.88 
12/31/1984   $1,662,966,000,000.00     
12/31/1983   $1,410,702,000,000.00     
12/31/1982   $1,197,073,000,000.00     US Recession
12/31/1981   $1,028,729,000,000.00     US Recession
12/31/1980     $930,210,000,000.00      US Recession
12/31/1979     $845,116,000,000.00      
12/29/1978     $789,207,000,000.00      
12/30/1977     $718,943,000,000.00    
What Is the Current National Debt?
As of Dec, 2025, the total U.S. national debt is $38.00 trillion, after crossing the $30 trillion mark for the first time in January 2022. At the end of 2019, before the COVID-19 pandemic, the national debt was $23 trillion. One year later, it had risen to $27.7 trillion. Since then, it has steadily increased.
Why Is the National Debt So High?

It's high because the U.S. continues to spend more than it receives in revenue. Therefore, it must issue more debt to cover the difference. The national debt is an accumulation of federal budget deficits. Every spending program and tax cut adds to the debt unless paid for by new appropriations. https://www.investopedia.com/articles/markets-economy/090616/5-countries-own-most-us-debt.asp

Warning signs point to a ‘debt bomb.’ Does the federal government need to be put ‘on a diet’? Deseret News 16 March 2024

A recent poll indicates more than 85% of Americans are anxious and troubled by the ballooning national debt.

See https://www.deseret.com/politics/2024/03/16/experts-say-federal-government-needs-diet/
“The latest poll by Main Street Economics, a nonpartisan organization that educates the public about fiscal responsibility, found more than 85% of Americans are anxious and troubled by the ballooning national debt of $34.47 trillion, which equates to over $100,000 per citizen.

In the poll of 1,000 U.S. voters, 59% said they believe lawmakers aren’t doing enough to address the debt crisis while only one-third, or 34%, of the voters think policymakers are tackling the issue.
Les Rubin, the founder and CEO of Main Street Economics, in an interview with the Deseret News said the results show Americans understand the debt problem in the U.S. but “They don’t really understand exactly how we got here and how to fix it.”
Rubin and Mitchell, through the poll and their latest book, “The Greatest Ponzi Scheme on Earth,” released on March 15, are trying to inform people so they can relay feedback “to our Lords and masters in Washington,” said Mitchell.

In the poll, voters were most concerned about inflation, crime and wars. But the survey noted that “the national debt ties in well with” the top three issues dealing with personal safety and security.
The U.S. Government Accountability Office in a recent blog post also warned of “serious economic, national security and social challenges” if the federal government doesn’t remedy the “unsustainable” fiscal path it’s on. In October 2023, the U.S. government paid $76 billion in interest on its debt, up 77% from $43 billion in October 2022, according to CNN.

“I see it as a Ponzi scheme because the only we pay the debt is by borrowing more money,” Rubin said.
The poll also asked voters which federal agency they would do away with, and 28% of people picked the IRS as their top choice, followed by the Department of Commerce, overseas military bases and the Environmental Protection Agency.
“People have always disliked having to pay taxes,” Mitchell quipped, adding, that dealing with the IRS isn’t easy, “whether it’s some computer-generated deficiency notice or an audit.”

Plus, he noted, the Biden administration’s decision to give the IRS an additional $80 billion has made plenty of headlines, which, as the poll suggests, people have noticed. But the IRS in particular isn’t the problem. It is the fact that the U.S. is “increasingly becoming a European-sized welfare state.”
Last week, Congress passed a partial spending package of $460 billion after leaning on four stopgap bills in the last year to avoid a shutdown.
From a 10,000 foot view, there are two areas Congress has to reform, said the Main Street Economics founder. The first is entitlements, which now comprise 70% of the budget and don’t go through the annual appropriations process, Rubin said. “The other is the size of the government. If you go back to what the Founding Fathers designed, our government was limited, and that’s not what’s happening today.”

Both of Utah’s Republican senators, Sen. Mike Lee and Sen. Mitt Romney, have spoken regularly about their concerns with the growing national debt.
Lee earlier told the Deseret News the debt stems from a spending problem, not a revenue problem, and is a “deep concern for the future economic stability and prosperity of our country.”
In their latest book, Rubin and Mitchell paint a dystopian outcome of a “debt bomb.” This nightmare scenario would take place when investors aren’t willing to buy the debt anymore. If that happens, “you have a couple of choices, all of which are bad,” said Rubin.
“The government will probably start by printing money, which could lead to hyperinflation, and eventually, that fails,” said Rubin. “We’re not dealing with Greece and small countries that could be saved by the EU, we’re talking about the big kahuna — who’s going to save the United States?”
Also see https://www.deseret.com/2023/11/12/23937441/national-debt-poll-deficit-social-security-entitlements-reform-lee-romney/

Government shutdown won’t tackle what’s really wrong with Washington Published: Oct 5, 2025, 9:00 p.m. MDT Deseret News

See https://www.deseret.com/opinion/2025/10/05/government-shutdown-pales-next-to-national-debt/
“No matter how often Congress decides to let the government shut down, the outcome is always the same — more debt. It’s not a direct cause and effect. Perhaps I should phrase it this way: The outcome is never less debt, which is exactly what the nation needs.

Years ago, at the start of a different shutdown, I wrote, “We may learn soon that we don’t need as much government as we think we do. But we eventually will learn that we need one that pays its bills and quits running up debt like a college kid with a credit card and a yen for pizza parties.” I wouldn’t change a word to describe the situation today as Washington politicians have again shut down much of the government.

The national debt and the shutdown

But, you may argue, this shutdown isn’t about the national debt. It’s about Democrats’ demands that cuts to Medicaid be rolled back and that tax credits to help people pay for health coverage under the Affordable Care Act be extended.

You may indeed argue the merits of those things. You may argue about moral imperatives or for the government’s responsibility for the well-being of its citizens. But the items in question have price tags, and the nation has a debt load that is speeding out of control. Major ratings agencies already have downgraded the nation’s credit rating. Moral imperatives scatter in the face of a fiscal crisis.

The main question driving the current shutdown ought to be how to pay for the things people argue Washington has an obligation to do. If that doesn’t dominate discussions today, it may soon dominate them in terms much more difficult to control.

In any event, government shutdowns have proven to be ineffective tools for forcing fiscal responsibility.

In 1995, when the government shut down for 21 days, the national debt was about $4.9 trillion. In 2013, when it closed for 16 days, it was in the $16 trillion range. Figuring for inflation, those numbers would be $10.3 trillion and $22.1 trillion today, respectively.

But today’s debt is somewhere between $37 and $38 trillion.

It seems as if the shutdown scenario always is the same. Republicans stand on principle against costly spending. Democrats, as they do today, claim cuts to vital programs are heartless.

The Peter G. Peterson Foundation, which works “for solutions to put America on a sustainable fiscal path,” according to its website, notes that the recent downgrades in the U.S. credit rating put it on a list of second-tier countries, but that its debt-to-GDP ratio argues it should be lower still. The only thing keeping it on that list may be the dollar’s position as the world reserve currency.

A further drop in credit rating would force the nation to offer investors a higher rate of return. That in turn would increase interest rates generally. “This upward pressure on yields would occur in an already high-interest environment, which has substantially increased the cost of servicing the nation’s existing debt load,” its website said.

The government’s annual interest payments on its debt, already approaching $1 trillion, would go higher, crowding out private investment and making it harder to fund government programs. That would affect consumer spending and, ultimately, employment and national security. What Congress and the White House would do then is anybody’s guess. The only sure thing is that today’s government shutdown would seem insignificant by comparison.” END
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