Treating the Doctrine and Covenants Lightly-A Warning
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Could the following be a True Vision of the Church Today?
A vision of the Church in these times (as seen by J.M. 13 May 2001) 
“One night earlier this week, I awoke around 3 AM and was unable to go back to sleep. I had to get up in about 3 hours and for most of that 3 hours I laid in bed thinking about a number of things. One of the major items I was thinking about was the talk I had been called to give in Sacrament meeting the following Sunday.  I had been assigned Deuteronomy 4:9 as the basis of this talk. 

“For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we call upon Him for? And what nation is there so great that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this Law, which I set before you this day? Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life…...” Deuteronomy 4:7-9

While I had not begun to put the talk on paper, I had prayed about it and pondered on it quite a bit. In my reading and reflection thought it interesting that this was the high point in Israel's (the nation of) history. As I lay there, something strange happened. I was able to see Israel's history almost like the whole of its events were laid out simultaneously before me. I could pick out any point on the line and would know what was happening to them at that moment. It showed their leaving Egypt, their passage through the desert, finally their gathering together before Moses just before crossing into the Promised Land. This was the peak of their spiritual history. They had covenanted to a man to obey the law they had been given. The Mosaic covenant was established. 
From then until the coming of the Messiah, they slowly slipped off this peak. The Mosaic covenant was given up as too hard to live and they were given the Davidic covenant. Then the Pharisees became the guardians of the Law and began to embellish it, to protect the people from straying over the line. Finally, by the time the Messiah arrived, they did not even recognize that the law was to direct them to Him. Along the way a few of the righteous were removed and upon His arrival, there was a righteous remnant that accepted and recognized Him for who He was. 
Simultaneously, I saw a picture of the same type of events in Modern Israel. The exact same scenario was played out except on a compressed time frame. From the birth of the nation in Missouri through the exodus across the desert, to the establishment of a righteous nation in Utah, then their slow demise, captivity by Babylon, the coming of a modern set of Pharisaic priests who put fences around the law to help keep us righteous. Finally, in the end, only a small remnant were able to recognize the Lord when He arrived and they were removed quietly, much as Lehi and his family were taken out of Jerusalem. 
During this time, I could see with perfect clarity, and I could see exactly how this fit. I had perfect knowledge and vision. When the alarm went off and it was time to get up (I had not been "asleep"), I could remember much of what I had seen, but with much less definition. The clarity with which I could see things during this event was incredible. When I came back to full consciousness, while I could remember much of what I had seen, it was like trying to play Handel or Mozart on a piano with a pair of arctic mittens on. While the knowledge of the vision remained, the clarity and definition were gone. 
I got up tired and grouchy. Typical of me when I don't get enough rest. Finally, I decided to just stay home and go back to bed. I called my boss and left a message and went back to bed to sleep for a while. When I went back to bed to sleep the entire vision with all its clarity and precision and definition repeated itself, exactly as it had before. I awoke several hours later with an amazing calmness and depth of understanding of where we are as a Church.

The bottom line is that the modern house of Israel has followed an identical pattern to the ancient house of Israel. 
We had our peak after reaching the Salt Lake Valley and have been declining ever since. Just as most of the Israelites living at the time the Messiah arrived were a far cry from the spiritual giants that emerged from the 40 years in the desert. Most latter-day saints today are a far cry from those who came out of the desert to establish the modern nation. Just as priesthood authority continued with the ancient House of Israel because of a few righteous servants (such as Zacharias, Elizabeth's husband, and Joseph, Jesus' stepfather), priesthood authority still resides with the Church, even though it has drifted far from its roots. As then, it will continue with the Church until one who has greater authority returns. 

The modern Church has developed its own set of Pharisees who set new bounds that have nothing to do with the original law. Just as the Temple in the Lord's time was still a proper place of worship, our temples are righteous places of worship today. 

I did not see the end scene of the latter-day scenario. I only know that there will be a righteous remnant removed. But, beyond that, the vision was blurry. Everything else, however, was crystal clear. My reaction to the parallels that were place before me was "Wow, why didn't I see that before. How could I have missed that?"

The repeated scene was an exact duplicate of the first.” End of Article
Comment: If the above is a correct vision it is because the Church is living far below its possibilities. What the church should be accomplishing is clearly laid out scripture especially the Doctrine and Covenants the word of the God to this generation. 
Only those who have the Strength of Conviction have the Power of Correction
This study was written in response to leaders of the church who neglected to listen and correct a change in doctrine on Zion and the Gathering which could clearly be shown to be in error. See the following study for more details: The Difficulty in Obtaining Answers to Questions on Doctrine and Policy
Treating Lightly the Word of God 

This study is about respect for the Word of God to this generation as contained in the Doctrine and Covenants.

See the study: The Doctrine and Covenants is the Word of God to this Generation
The Lord has warned those who hold the keys of revelation and interpretation of scripture not to treat lightly His Word: 

D&C 90:5: “And all they who receive the oracles of God let them beware how they hold them lest they are accounted as a light thing, and are brought under condemnation thereby, and stumble and fall when the storms descend, and the winds blow, and the rains descend, and beat upon their house.”
D&C 101:8: “In the day of their peace they esteemed lightly my counsel; but, in the day of their trouble, of necessity they feel after me.”

Not to heed the warning voice that is given in the Doctrine and Covenants in preparing for the future will lead the Saints into trouble. It will also deny them great blessings in this life. 

The saints are to remember the new covenant given to Israel and not treat it lightly. They are to belief the doctrine and keep the covenants the Lord has established for this generation as contained in the book of Doctrine and Covenants. 
D&C 84:54-55, 57: “And your minds in times past have been darkened because of unbelief, and because you have treated lightly the things you have received-which vanity and unbelief have brought the whole church under condemnation…and they shall remain under this condemnation until they repent and remember the new covenant, even the Book of Mormon and the former commandments (Doctrine and Covenants) which I have given them, not only to say, but to do according to that which I have written.”  
Isaiah warned that rebellion is to ignore and treat lightly the Law of God:

Isaiah 30:9-10: “That this is a rebellious people lying children, children that will not hear the Law of the Lord: Which say to the seers, see not; and to the prophets, prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits.”
Micah 3:8-9: “But truly I am full of Power by the Spirit of the Lord, and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression and to Israel his sin. Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the House of Jacob, and princes of the House of Israel, that abhor judgment, and pervert all equality.” 
As the above scripture testifies the revelations are not to be treated lightly.  
Is it Sufficient just to Profess the Name of Christ?

D&C 112:24-25: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, darkness covereth the earth, and gross darkness the minds of the people, and all flesh has become corrupt before my face. Behold, vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, a day of wrath, a day of burning, a day of desolation, of weeping of mourning, and of lamentation; and as a whirlwind it shall come upon all the face of the earth, saith the Lord. 
And upon my house shall it begin and from my house shall it go forth, saith the Lord. First among those among you, saith the Lord, who have professed to know my name and have not known me and have blasphemed against me in the midst of my House, saith the Lord.” 
D&C 56:1: “Hearken, o ye people who profess my name, saith the Lord your God; for behold, mine anger is kindled against the rebellious, and they shall know mine arm and mine indignation, in the day of visitation and of wrath upon the nations”
Why does the Lord use the phrase “who profess my Name” in the above scriptures?

Who are the deceivers and hypocrites in the church spoken of in the following scripture?

D&C 50:4-9: “And also Satan hath sought to deceive you, that he might overthrow you. Behold I, the Lord have looked upon you, and have seen abominations in the church that profess my name. But blessed are they who are faithful and endure…. But wo unto them that are deceivers and hypocrites, for thus saith the Lord, I will bring them to judgment. Behold, verily I say unto you there are hypocrites among you who have deceived some, which has given the adversary power; but such shall be reclaimed. But the hypocrites shall be detected and shall be cut off, either in life or death, even as I will…. Wherefore, let every man beware lest he do that which is not in Truth and Righteousness before me”.  
Those who profess the name of Christ but do not teach His Word and obey His Law given in the scriptures are hypocrites? If Latter Day Saints substitute their own beliefs for the pure doctrine and Law of Christ, they are deceivers? How important is it for a member of the Lord’s Kingdom to make sure that what they teach is True? Hypocrisy is to teach alternative doctrine to that which is true and plainly taught in scripture. 
It is important that Latter Day Saints and their leaders follow the scriptures which the Lord has been good enough to give to them? For example why is there so much neglect of teaching all the doctrines in the Doctrine and Covenants especially those connected with equality including the Law of Consecration and the United Order? What talks or lessons recently have spoken of the need for the Redemption of Zion before the Second Coming?

Leaders and Members who Counsel in Their Own Ways
D&C 56:14-15: “Behold, thus saith the Lord unto my people--you have many things to do and to repent of; for behold, your sins have come up unto me, and are not pardoned, because you seek to counsel in your own ways. And your hearts are not satisfied. And ye obey not the truth but have pleasure in unrighteousness.” 
D&C 58:15: “But if he repent not of his sins which are unbelief and blindness of heart, let him take heed lest he fall.” 
To prevail against the world the saints need to hearken unto the counsel from God.  
D&C 103:4-8: “And that those who call themselves after my name might be chastened for a little season with a sore and grievous chastisement, because they did not hearken altogether unto the precepts and commandments which I gave unto them. 
But verily I say unto you, that I have decreed a decree, which my people shall realize, inasmuch as they hearken from this very hour unto the counsel which I, the Lord their God, shall give unto them. Behold they shall, for I have decreed it, begin to prevail against mine enemies from this very hour. And by hearkening to observe all the words which I, the Lord their God, shall speak unto them, they shall never cease to prevail until the kingdoms of the world are subdued under my feet, and the earth is given unto the saints, to possess it forever and ever. But inasmuch as they keep not my commandments, and hearken not to observe all my words, the kingdoms of the world shall prevail against them.” 
Jeremiah warned of those who walk after their own heart:
Jeremiah 23:16-20: “Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, ‘Hearken not unto the words of the Prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the Lord. They say still…..the Lord hath said, ‘Ye shall have peace’; and they say unto everyone that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, ‘No evil shall come upon you for who hath stood in the counsel of the Lord, and hath perceived and heard His word? Who hath marked His word and heard of it’?
Behold, a whirlwind of the Lord is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall grievously upon the head of the wicked. The anger of the Lord shall not return, until He hath executed, and till He hath performed the thoughts of His heart: In the latter Days ye shall consider it perfectly.”
Those who do not act like Apostles and Prophets will be made known.
D&C 64:38-39: “For it shall come to pass that the inhabitants of Zion shall judge all things pertaining to Zion and liars and hypocrites shall be proved by them, and they who are not apostles and prophets shall be known”. 
Who are these liars and hypocrites? Who are the Apostles and Prophets but do not act as such? How can an Apostle be a ‘friend of Christ’ if he is teaching doctrine contrary to the scriptures or neglecting vital aspects of the doctrine of Christ? How can men be prophets when they deny or ignore some of the teachings and prophecies of the scriptures?
Jeremiah warned both Prophet and Priest:

Jeremiah 23:9-12: “Mine heart within me is broken because of the prophets; all my bones shake; I am like a drunken man, and like a man whom wine hath overcome, because of the Lord, and because of the words of His Holiness. For the land is full of adulterers; for because of (false) swearing the pleasant places of the wilderness are dried up, and their course is evil and their force is not right. For both Prophet and Priest are profane; yea in my House have I found their wickedness, saith the Lord. Wherefore their way shall be unto them as slippery ways in the darkness; they shall be driven on and fall therein; for I will bring evil upon them, even the year of their visitation, saith the Lord.” (See also v 5-8)
Proverbs 1:24-33: Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand and no man regarded; But ye have set at nought all my counsel and would none of my reproof; I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; when your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. Then shall they call upon me but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me. 
For that they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the Lord: They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof. Therefore, they shall eat of the fruit of their own way and be filled with their own devices. For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely and shall be quiet from fear of evil.” 

It is vision and the Spirit of Prophesy that saves the day. Without a vision the people perish.
Loving the Praise of Men more than the Word of God
Mark 8:33: “But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter saying, “Get thee behind me, Satan; for thou savourest not the things that be of God but things that be of men.”

John 8:47: “He that is of God heareth God’s words……”
John 12:43: “For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.”
D&C 3:7: “For behold, you should not have feared man more than God. Although men set at naught the counsels of God and despise his words.”
Leaders and Members need to Follow the Written Word of God

D&C 18:3-5, 30: “And if you know that they are true, behold, I give unto you a commandment that you rely upon the things which are written; for in them are all things written concerning the foundation of my church, my gospel, and my rock. Wherefore if you shall build up my church, upon the foundation of my gospel and my rock, the gates of hell shall not prevail against you…………and  you have that which is written before you; wherefore, you must perform it according to the words which are written”.  
D&C 18:29-30: “And they are they who are ordained of me to baptize in my name, according to that which is written; And you have that which is written before you; wherefore, you must perform it according to the words which are written.”

D&C 32:4: “And they shall give heed to that which is written and pretend to no other revelation; and they shall pray always that I may unfold the same to their understanding”. 
It is my opinion that as Latter-Day Saints there is an obligation to sustain the written Word of God as contained in the Doctrine and Covenants. This is the highest authority of all since it comes direct from the Lord. Both the head and the foot of the body of the church are under obligation to adhere to its teachings.

If the Bishop or the Stake President asks the ward or stake to do something that is not in accord with the General Handbook of Instructions or general church practice, members have the right to question that action. They are in the right to ask for an explanation for the reason for not following the established policy. The local leaders should respond and justify why they feel it necessary to adopt a different approach. This is because the handbook of instructions originates from a higher authority which is the Office of the First Presidency. 

Likewise, if the General Handbook of Instructions or even a General Authority declares doctrine or advises practice that is not in line with the clear instructions of the Lord in the Doctrine and Covenants it should be questioned. Clarification should be sought for justification for such a change in direction. Why! Because the scriptures for this time even the Doctrine and Covenants is the highest authority.
This book has come from the Head of this Dispensation even the Prophet Joseph and contains “All things written concerning the foundation of my church, my gospel, and my rock. Wherefore, if you shall build up my church, upon the foundation of my gospel and my rock, the gates of hell shall not prevail against you” D&C 18:4-5
The Saints need to follow the commandments given through the Prophet Joseph Smith 
D&C 21:4-6: “Wherefore, meaning the church, thou shalt give heed unto all his words and commandments which he shall give unto you as he receiveth them, walking in all holiness before me; for his word ye shall receive, as if from mine own mouth, in all patience and faith. For by doing these things the gates of hell shall not prevail against you; yea and the Lord God will disperse the powers of darkness from before you, and cause the heavens to shake for your good, and His name’s glory.” 
Respect for the Law of God

The saints need to make sure that they respect the Law of God given in the scriptures. Hosea recorded how ancient Israel had disrespect for their law:
Hosea 4:6-7 (extracts): “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge…thou hast forgotten the Law of thy God…as they increased so they sinned against me: therefore, will I change their glory into shame.”   
Hosea 8: 8, 10, 12, 14: “Israel is swallowed up: now shall they be among the Gentiles as a vessel wherein is no pleasure….yea though they have hired among the nations, now I will gather them…..I have written to him the great things of my Law, but they were counted as a strange thing……For Israel hath forgotten his maker and buildeth Temples; and Judah hath multiplied fenced cities: But I will send a fire upon his cities and it shall devour the palaces thereof.”  
Disrespecting the Law of God is the same as despising the Word of God

Isaiah 5:20, 23-25: “Woe unto them that call evil good and good evil, that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter…which justify the wicked for reward and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him. Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the Law of the Lord of Hosts and despised the Word of the Holy One of Israel.”     Therefore is the anger of the Lord kindled against His people, and He hath stretched forth His hand against them and hath smitten them….”
Habakkuk explains why living the law became slack whilst living among the wicked:    
Habakkuk 1:3-4: “Why dost thou show me iniquity, and cause me to behold grievance? For spoiling and violence are before me; and there are that raise up strife and contention. Therefore, the Law is slacked, and judgement doth never go forth; for the wicked doth compass about the righteous; therefore wrong judgement proceedeth.” 
In the heading of Zephaniah chapter 3 it states, “At the Second Coming…..” It is interesting to note what is said in this chapter. (See the whole chapter v1-20) The prophet Zephaniah warned of doing violence to the Law of God
Zephaniah 3:1-5: “Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing city! She obeyed not the voice; she received not correction; she trusted not in the Lord; she drew not near to her God. Her princes within her are roaring wolves; her judges are ravening wolves…her prophets are light and treacherous persons: her priests have polluted the sanctuary; they have done violence to the Law. The just Lord is in the midst thereof; He will not do iniquity: every morning doth He bring His judgement to light, He faileth not; but the unjust knoweth no shame.” END
Elder Uchtdorf spoke at the April 2008 General Conference concerning personal errors and drifts in doctrine which applies to all members of the Church.
“Small errors and minor drifts away from the doctrine of the Gospel of Jesus Christ can bring sorrowful consequences into our lives. It is therefore of critical importance that we become self-disciplined enough to make early and decisive corrections to get back on the right track and not wait or hope that errors will somehow correct themselves. The longer we delay corrective action, the larger the needed changes become, and the longer it takes to get back on the correct course—even to the point where a disaster might be looming.”
Action to be Taken when Error is Recognised

The Lord has given strong counsel that if error in doctrine is recognized in those who are appointed to watch over the church, members have the right to take appropriate action.
Mark J.S.T. 9:42-48 extracts: “And again, if thy foot offend thee, cut it off; for he that is thy standard, by whom thou walkest, if he becomes a transgressor he shall be cut off. It is better for thee, to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell; into the fire that never shall be quenched.
“Therefore, let every man stand or fall, by himself and not for another; or not trusting another. And if thine eye which seeth for thee, him that is appointed to watch over thee to show thee light, become a transgressor and offend thee, pluck him out. It is better for thee to enter into the Kingdom of God, with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire. For it is better that thyself should be saved, than to be cast into hell with thy brother…” 
Why did the Lord give such counsel concerning those who watch over the church? Is not truth more important to the Lord than the status of the individual leader? What is the eventual effect of error if it is not corrected at the earliest opportunity?  Can members have confidence in leaders who teach contrary to the truth? Any leader who uses his position as sufficient reason not to answer questions concerning doctrine or policy is not justified.”  
D&C 50:9: “Wherefore, let every man beware lest he do that which is not in truth and righteousness before me”.
No individual has the right to give misconceptions or take out of context the Word of God:
D&C 41:12: “These words are given unto you, and they are pure before me; wherefore, beware how you hold them, for they are to be answered upon your souls in the Day of Judgment. Even so Amen”
From personal experience leaders who are not justified in their doctrine will not discuss the matter with reason and persuasion. The communication is often ended by compulsory and dogmatic means, by using quotes such as  “we are to sustain not to question”. They then make themselves inaccessible and dismiss the matter without proper discussion. 
It is important to seek clarification of doctrine and practice where there appears to be differences to the revealed word of God in the scriptures. The Lord has given a commandment how questions on doctrine or church policy should be resolved that cannot be answered by the local leadership in the ward or stake. This is to be achieved through the ‘High Council of the Seat of the First Presidency of the Church’. 
See the study High Council of the Seat of the First Presidency of the Church
True Disciples Obey the Law of God as Found in the Scriptures
As previously mentioned, members of the Church can become hypocrites when they profess the name of Christ but diminish the Law of God by ignoring and disobeying some of the revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants? The following scripture plainly reveals that those who receive and obey His Law are His disciples:
D&C 41:1-5: “Hearken and hear, O ye my people, saith the Lord and your God, ye whom I delight to bless with the greatest of all blessings, ye that hear me; and ye that hear me not will I curse, that have professed my name, with the heaviest of all cursings. Hearken, O ye elders of my church whom I have called, behold I give unto you a commandment, that ye shall assemble yourselves together to agree upon my word; And by the prayer of your faith ye shall receive my Law, that ye may know how to govern my church and have all things right before me.  And I will be your ruler when I come; and behold, I come quickly, and ye shall see that my Law is kept. He that receiveth my Law and doeth it, the same is my disciple; and he that saith he receiveth it and doeth it not, the same is not my disciple, and shall be cast out from among you”.
Again the Lord uses the phrase ‘have professed my name’ concerning those who will not hear Him. He then explains that to ‘Hear Him’ is to keep His Law. Only those who are willing to keep His law are His true disciples. 
In the next revelation the Lord emphasizes the same principle of obedience to His Law and teaches where this Law is found.

D&C 42:2: “Again I say unto you, hearken and hear and obey the Law which I shall give unto you.” See also D&C 42:66
D&C 42:28: “Thou knowest my laws concerning these things are given in my scriptures”. 
D&C 42:59: “Thou shalt take the things which thou hast received, which have been given unto thee in my scriptures for a Law, to be my Law to govern my church.” 
D&C 42:66: “Ye shall observe the laws which ye have received and be faithful.”

How plain is this? It is emphasized many times by the Lord. To be His disciples the church needs to obey His Law found in the scriptures. Disciples are not to rationalize but strive to teach and obey the Law. Again the Lord says:
D&C 43:8-10: “And now, behold, I give unto you a commandment, that when ye are assembled together ye shall instruct and edify each other, that ye may know how to act and direct my church, how to act upon the points of my Law and Commandments, which I have given. And thus ye shall become instructed in the Law of my Church, and be sanctified by that which ye have received, and ye shall bind yourselves to act in all holiness before me. That inasmuch as ye do this glory shall be added to the Kingdom which ye have received. Inasmuch as ye do it not, it shall be taken, even that which ye have received.”  
As the saints follow the Lord’s Law and Commandments in the appointed scriptures for this dispensation Glory is added to the Kingdom of God. This Glory is not dependent on numbers, expensive buildings, prestige, wealth, celebrity status, etc but purely on obedience to His law. 
The Authority of the Doctrine and Covenants in the Church
The Doctrine and Covenants contains the stamp of authority of Jesus Christ and is therefore authoritative and binding upon His disciples today. It is literally the voice of the Lord:

D&C 1:6: “Behold, this is mine authority, and the authority of my servants, and my preface unto the Book of my Commandments, which I have given them to publish unto you, O inhabitants of the earth.”
The Lord emphasized many times that the revelations contained in the Doctrine and Covenants are His Word, His Voice which His people are to obey.

D&C 18:34-36: “These words are not of men nor of man, but of me; wherefore, you shall testify they are of me and not of man; for it is my voice which speaketh them unto you; for they are given by my Spirit unto you, and by my power you can read them one to another; and save it were by my power you could not have them; wherefore, you can testify that you have heard my voice, and my words.”
It is my belief that the church should endeavour as far as possible in its present circumstance to conform to the teachings and practices given to it by the Lord in the Doctrine and Covenants. The Lord has had this book prepared for this generation of Saints so members know what they should belief, teach and practise in the Church up to the time of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. 

D&C 27:1: Listen to the voice of Jesus Christ, your Lord, your God, and your Redeemer, whose word is quick and powerful. For behold I say unto you….”
D&C 31:13: “These words are not of man nor of men, but of me, even Jesus Christ your Redeemer, by the will of the Father. Amen. See also D&C 29:1, 35:1; 39:1-2; 43:34; 50:1; 61:1-2; 63:1; 81:1; 84:52; 84:60; 133:16
Anyone who teaches doctrine or encourages practices that are contrary to the revelations and commandments in the Doctrine and Covenants is in error. 

Leaders and members are not justified in replacing the clear and unmistakable Word and Law of God with their own watered down interpretation. This rationalization can occur because it becomes more convenient and less offending to those not of the faith. 

Latter Day-Saints should not deny the prophecies in the revelations concerning Zion, and the Gathering because they have insufficient faith to visualize how they can be fulfilled? 
My study documents show clearly that errors in doctrine are continuing in the church today. It is my opinion that that there is evidence to show that some leaders of the Church treat the Doctrine and Covenants with disrespect. Vital passages connected the essential preparations for the Second Coming are being neglected. 
Requests for explanations of why some practices and teachings of the church are not in accord with the revelations of the Doctrine and Covenants are being ignored. There needs to be courage to make corrections when they are recognized as President Nelson did in 2018 with the use of the name of the church. 
D&C 1:24-28: “Behold, I am God and have spoken it; these commandments are of me, and were given unto my servants in their weakness, after the manner of their language that they might come to understanding and inasmuch as they erred it might be made known; and inasmuch as they sought wisdom they might be instructed; and inasmuch as they sinned they might be chastened, that they might repent; and inasmuch as they were humble they might be made strong, and blessed from on high, and receive knowledge from time to time.” 

Some have placed their own counsel and teachings above that of the revealed word of God in the Doctrine and Covenants. Only by living the full Law of God as revealed in modern scripture can the Saints receive the full blessings. Throughout the studies I have produced there are examples of laws revealed in the Doctrine and Covenants that are not being kept, or even being mentioned in the church today? These Laws are being delayed or disobeyed because of neglect, lack of understanding and testimony concerning their importance.
The church is required by the Lord to live by every word that proceedeth forth from the mouth of God at the earliest opportunity. It is simply not good enough just to profess the name of Christ and then deny or ignore His Word and instruction which is His Law which is recorded in the Doctrine and Covenants. The Saints have been placed under covenant to live the Law of God as revealed through the leader of this dispensation the Prophet Joseph Smith. 

Continuous revelation is dependent on believing the truth as revealed in scripture. Leaders cannot receive revelation on something they do not believe. They simply will not ask for further knowledge on that subject. An example is believing that the stakes of the church are stakes of Zion and that is how Zion is established even without the Law of Consecration.
Comparison between the ‘Doctrine and Covenants’                             and the ‘Law of Moses’

The ‘Doctrine and Covenants’ and the Prophet Joseph Smith can be compared to the ‘Law of Moses’ and the Prophet Moses; the Lord has said: 

D&C 28:2: “But, behold, verily, verily, I say unto thee, no one shall be appointed to receive commandments and revelations in this church excepting my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., for he receiveth them even as Moses.” (See Genesis J.S.T 50:26-30)
Moses became the head of the dispensation and the Lawgiver up to the First Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. All the great Prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, constantly reminded Israel that they needed to obey the ‘Law of Moses’ to receive the blessings of Heaven.

Joseph Smith is the head of the last dispensation which continues to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. All those who are given keys of authority since Joseph Smith are under obligation to follow the ‘Doctrines and Covenants’ given through the Prophet. There are details in directing the affairs of the church that require constant revelation from God, but these revelations should always correspond with the foundation principles given through the Prophet Joseph.

Like ancient Israel who were placed under covenant to live the ‘Law of Moses’, modern Israel are under covenant to live the ‘Law of Joseph’ as contained in the Doctrine and Covenants.
Nephi recorded the ancient prophesy of Joseph where he saw this comparison between Moses and the Prophet Joseph Smith: 

2 Nephi 3:9: “And he shall be great like unto Moses, whom I have said I would raise up unto you, to deliver my people, O house of Israel” (See 2 Nephi 3:7-21)
The Lord speaking to Moses said He would raise up another like him referring to Joseph Smith:
Moses 1:41; “And in a day when the children of men shall esteem my words as naught and take many of them from the book which thou shalt write, behold, I will raise up another like unto thee; and they shall be had again among the children of men--among as many as shall believe.” 
Moses’ successors like Joshua were admonished to be strict in living the law and not treat it lightly. A short time after the completion of the book, Moses gave his authority to his successor Joshua and was then taken by the Lord. (See Deut 31:23; 34:5-6) Joshua had received the keys of revelation and the Lord spoke to him saying: 

Joshua 1:7-8: “Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to the Law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. This book of the Law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein; for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.”  (See Joshua 22:5; 23:6; 24:31).

Likewise, modern Israel is under the same obligation to follow their Law in the Doctrine and Covenants and then they too will prosper. Isaiah in calling the people to repentance admonished them to: 

Isaiah 8:20: “To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them”. 

Vital insights can be gained by observing the effect of how diligent ancient Israel were to their “Law”. The blessings and cursings that were set forth were dependent on their obedience or disobedience to the Law of Moses. As they obeyed the law they inherited the blessings of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, which included a Promised Land and Divine protection. When they treated the Law of God lightly as contained in the Law of Moses, they were scattered as a people and lost Divine protection. They were then admonished by prophets to remember the covenant of the Law of Moses, to regain their blessings.
Through Neglect the Law of Moses sometimes had to be Re-Established
An example of this was in the reign of Josiah when the Book of the Law of Moses was found: 

2 Chronicles 34:14-21: “Hilkiah the priest found a Book of the Law of the Lord given by Moses…and Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan and Shaphan carried the book to the king….and it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the law that he rent his clothes…for great is the wrath of the Lord that is poured out upon us, because our fathers have not kept the Word of the Lord, to do after all that is written in this book.” extracts See 2 Chronicles 34:29-33; 2 Kings 22:8-13; 23:1-3
Nehemiah blamed the afflictions of his people on their treating lightly the Law of Moses: 

Nehemiah 1:7: “We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments, which thou commandedst thy servant Moses” See also v 5-10.
On occasions, ancient Israel substituted their own belief systems that did not conform to the Law given through the Prophet Moses. Likewise, the blessings of modern Israel are also dependent upon obedience to the Law given by their Prophet Joseph Smith as contained in Doctrine and Covenants. This law is given to modern Israel for their safety, protection and to receive the blessings of Heaven.
It should be remembered that throughout all the time that ancient Israel struggled in following the Law of Moses it was always available to them. The Lord makes all things known from the beginning in each dispensation. Isaiah prophesied:

Isaiah 48:1-6 (Extracts) “Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are called by the name of Israel…. which sware by the name of the Lord, and make mention of the God of Israel, but not in truth, nor in righteousness….. I have declared the former things from the beginning: and they went forth out of my mouth, and I showed them; I did them suddenly and they came to pass. Because I knew that thou art obstinate and thy neck is an iron sinew, and thy brow brass; I have even from the beginning, declared it to thee; before it came to pass, I showed it thee. (see D&C 58:6-7, 13)
Apostasy from the Truth

After studying in particular the books of the New Testament as Gospel Doctrine Teacher I recorded the following on what is an Apostasy?

“It is a falling away from the Word of God that was originally taught in that dispensation. Today an apostasy would be a falling away from the Doctrine and Covenants which teaches the foundation truths upon which the church should be built. 

In Jude v 3 it states: “Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints”

In 4 Nephi 1:24-27 it is interesting to note the process of how the Nephites fell away from righteousness. There goods were no more common amongst them, they divided into classes, they denied parts of the gospel, and they administered the sacrament to those who were unworthy.

These words of the Apostle Paul can also apply to Latter Day Saints who turn away from the truth of the Doctrine and Covenants.

2 Timothy 4:3-4: “For the time will come when thy will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth and shall be turned unto fables.” 

2 Thessalonians 2:3: (JST) “Let no man deceive you by any means; for there shall come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.”

Elder Russell M Ballard stated: “As I have known people who have not stayed in the boat and have not held on with both hands during times of trials and troubles or who have not stayed in the boat during times of relative calm, I have observed that many of them have lost their focus on the central truths of the gospel—the reasons why they joined the Church in the first place; the reasons they remained fully committed and active in living gospel standards and blessing others through dedicated, consecrated service; and the ways in which the Church has been in their lives “a place of spiritual nourishment and growth….” 

“Sometimes faithful Latter-day Saints and sincere investigators begin to focus on the “appendages” instead of on the fundamental principles. That is, Satan tempts us to become distracted from the simple and clear message of the restored gospel. Those so distracted often give up partaking of the sacrament because they have become focused, even preoccupied, with less important practices or teachings.” ‘Stay in the Boat and Hold on” Oct 2014 General Conference
The Need for Leaders of the Church to be Justified. 

Inasmuch as the Church leaders do not follow the Lord’s direction in the scriptures they are not justified. It is also possible that they are offending the Lawgiver. 
D&C 64:13-14: “And this ye shall do that God may be glorified, not because ye forgive not, having not compassion, but that ye many be justified in the eyes of the law, that ye may not offend him who is your Lawgiver.  Verily I say, for this cause ye shall do these things. 
D&C 63:19: “And now behold, I the Lord, say unto you that ye are not justified, because these things are among you”.
D&C 50:15: “And then received ye spirits which ye could not understand, and received them to be of God; and in this are ye justified?” 
D&C 50:39: “Wherefore, in this thing my servant Edward Partridge is not justified; nevertheless let him repent and he shall be forgiven.”
It is important to do that which is right before the Lord:

D&C 124:15: “For I the Lord love him because of the integrity of his heart, and because he loveth that which is right before me saith the Lord.”
Justification is a form of quality control of an individual’s actions before the Lord according to His Law. When leaders are not justified in their doctrine or actions, they do not feel free to discuss the subject with reason and persuasion. From experience any communication is often then ended by dogmatic means, by using quotes such as “doesn’t he (the leader) know better than you” “you should sustain not question”. The leaders then make themselves inaccessible by working through others. I have known leaders get annoyed and irritated when questions are asked for which there is no justifiable answer without repentance. They then dismiss the matter without proper discussion and hope the matter will not be mentioned again. 
Beware of Tradition and Position taking Priority over Truth

Traditions of the Church need to be based on the Revealed Law of God
D&C 93:39: “And that wicked one cometh and taketh away light and truth, through disobedience, from the children of men, and because of the tradition of their fathers.”
Latter Day Saints need to be careful that they follow the words of the Law of God and not fall into the same trap as the Jews of old: The Saviour condemned the Pharisee asking:

Matthew 15: 3, 6:  “Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition….thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition”. 
The Law of Moses was made less important than the words of the scribes in ancient Israel. 
“But the people had been greatly affected by the injunction “Greater stringency applies to the words of the scribes than to the words of the Law.” (San 113)
Jesus condemned the hypocrisy of the scribes and pharisees. They should have been proclaiming the law of Moses instead of replacing it with their own ideas. Their authority and power had gone to their head. They were no longer humble servants of God

Matthew 23:11-12: “But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.”

The attitude of some LDS leaders is that their authority, their position, the fact that they hold keys is so important that whatever doctrine they teach should not be questioned under any circumstances. In other words their authority has greater priority than the truth. 

False Traditions that have been accepted as True Doctrine or Policy

See the study Past Church Practices and Doctrine that did not Conform to Scripture
Traditions in the form of teachings and practice that have been established for several years are not necessarily always correct. There are many examples in church history where this can be illustrated. Following are just a few examples: 
Sealing by Adoption was practiced from 1844 to 1894 before it was recognised that it did not conform to the revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants. 

In the early days of the church some members practised re-baptism as a way of repentance and re-dedication to the church. This doctrine and its practise lasted from 1847 to 1897. Again, like Sealing by Adoption it has it has no scriptural justification, yet it became a standard procedure in the church
The practise of calling Seventies in the wards and stakes as standing offices was discontinued in October 1986. It occurred to Elder Packer that it was not intended that the seventy labour on the stake and ward level. The office of seventy as intended by the revelation appeared to be one that functioned at the general level of church government only…. It was not long afterwards that seventies quorums on a stake level were discontinued
Several General Authorities from Brigham Young to Bruce R McConkie taught that Blacks would never get the Priesthood and even made derogatory remarks in the process.

President Wilford Woodruff stated in General conference 8 April 1898: “But these thousands of Latter-day Saint children that belong to the Sabbath schools, I believe many of them will stand in the flesh when the Lord Jesus Christ visits the Zion of God here in the mountains of Israel” This did not happen
President Lorenzo Snow at General Conference April 1898 “…...there are many hundreds and hundreds within the sound of my voice that will live to go back to Jackson County and build a holy temple to the Lord our God.” This did not happen
All the above false traditions were corrected in the process of time. 
Example of a Correction to Conform with the Scriptures 
Use of the Term Mormon

A perfect example of being honest and making corrections to correspond with the teachings in the scriptures recently occurred under the leadership of President Russel M Nelson. I had made a study on the subject of the use of the nickname Mormon called “Use of the Nickname Mormon’’ which was commenced in 2009. This was based on scriptures in the Doctrine and Covenants and the Book of Mormon. The study also contained the teachings of Elder Russell M Nelson and Russell M Ballard from conference addresses on this subject. Both of these brethren obviously felt strongly about the wrong use of the name of the church which had become the tradition and practise of the church for many years. 
See the study “Is it Right for the Church to Use the Nickname ‘Mormon’ (2009) 
For whatever reason it seems that Elder Nelson and Elder Ballard could not influence the First Presidency at that time to make the necessary changes to a policy that was not in conformity to the revealed Word of God in the scriptures. 
As part of the study I sent the following email to Jim M. Wall President and Publisher Deseret News on 16 January 2009 to ask for justification of why the word Mormon was used extensively in a church owned newspaper.
Use of the Term Mormon in the Deseret News

“As a member of the Church in England I have subscribed to the Church News for several years. The recently changed on-line edition has brought me more into contact with the Deseret News through “The Deseret News Most Popular” on the front page.

As I have read parts of the Deseret News it is very noticeable that the term ‘Mormon’ is used frequently. In particular the sections ‘Mormon Times Com’ with sub-headings such as ‘Mormon Voices’ ‘Mormon Living’ are used daily. The designation “Mormon” is used throughout the newspaper in a variety of articles for example on the 7th of January 2009 “Blessings of a Mormon storehouse”; “Mormons prominent in western art world” and “Mormon U. student joins the Real World”.

Inasmuch as the newspaper is owned by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints why does the Deseret News frequently use the nickname Mormon? On the Church web site LDS. ORG the following statement is given for the benefit of the general news media:

“While the term "Mormon Church" has long been publicly applied to the Church as a nickname, it is not an authorized title, and the Church discourages its use.”

Church leaders have discouraged the use of the term Mormon for example:
Elder Russell M. Nelson: “Today I would like to speak about a name. We are all pleased when our names are pronounced and spelled correctly. Sometimes a nickname is used instead of the real name. But a nickname may offend either the one named or the parents who gave the name. The name of which I shall speak is not a personal name, yet the same principles apply. I refer to a name given by the Lord: Thus shall my church be called in the last days, even The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.” (D&C 115:4)

Note carefully the language of the Lord. He did not say, “Thus shall my church be named.” He said, “Thus shall my church be called.” Years ago, its members were cautioned by the Brethren who wrote: “We feel that some may be misled by the too frequent use of the term ‘Mormon Church.’ ” (Member-Missionary Class—Instructor’s Guide, Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1982, p. 2)
Before any other name is considered to be a legitimate substitute, the thoughtful person might reverently consider the feelings of the Heavenly Parent who bestowed that name.……… He issued this solemn warning: “Let all men beware how they take my name in their lips.” “Remember,” He added, “that which cometh from above is sacred, and must be spoken with care.” (D&C 63:61, 64) Therefore, just as we revere His Holy Name, we likewise revere the name that He decreed for His church.” Russell M. Nelson, “‘Thus Shall My Church Be Called’,” Ensign, May 1990,  End of Quote
The Lord has stressed the importance of the correct use of the name of His Church in the Book of Mormon:

“Therefore, whatsoever ye shall do, ye shall do it in my name; therefore ye shall call the church in my name; and ye shall call upon the Father in my name that He will bless the church for my sake. And how be it my church save it be called in my name? For if a church be called in Moses' name, then it be Moses' church; or if it be called in the name of a man then it be the church of a man; but if it be called in my name then it is my church, if it so be that they are built upon my gospel.” 3 Nephi 27:7-8.
As a member of the Church for over forty years I have learnt through the Spirit that it is wrong for members of the Church to refer to the Church by the term Mormon. In the light of the above statements and scripture how do you justify the frequent use of the nickname ‘Mormon’ in the Deseret News?  I look forward to receiving your response,

With Best Wishes

Malcolm E. Twigg
I kindly received the following reply which emphasized that the use of the name Mormon in the Deseret news had the full support of the First Presidency.
Reply from Jim Wall (Jmwall@desnews.com) 20 Jan 2009

On January 3, 2008, the use of Mormon Times was approved in a meeting with the First Presidency and affirmed January 9, 2008, in a meeting with the Quorum of Twelve Apostles.
 
On November 10, 2008, the First Presidency approved the inclusion of Mormon Times with delivery of the Church News. Thank you for your concern. Hopefully you will be satisfied that our use of Mormon has received the appropriate approval.
Sent from my iPhone
END of Email

When Elder Nelson became President of the church, he made the necessary correction to the policy of the church on using the correct name. This brought the church policy into conformity with the revelation in the Doctrine and Covenants and teachings in the Book of Mormon. President Nelson did not mince his words in his conference statement emphasizing that the change was a Correction to correct existing error. He said the following:

President Russell M Nelson ‘The Correct Name of the Church’ Oct 2018 General conference (Extracts)
Today I feel compelled to discuss with you a matter of great importance.

Let me explain why we care so deeply about this issue. But first let me state what this effort is not:

It is not a name change.

It is not rebranding.

It is not cosmetic.

It is not a whim.

And it is not inconsequential.

Instead, it is a correction. It is the command of the Lord. 
Joseph Smith did not name the Church restored through him; neither did Mormon. It was the Savior Himself who said, “For thus shall my church be called in the last days, even The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.” D&C 115:4 

Even earlier, in AD 34, our resurrected Lord gave similar instruction to members of His Church when He visited them in the Americas. At that time He said:

“Ye shall call the church in my name. …

“And how be it my church save it be called in my name? For if a church be called in Moses’ name, then it be Moses’ church; or if it be called in the name of a man then it be the church of a man; but if it be called in my name then it is my church.” 3 Nephi 27:7-8:
Thus, the name of the Church is not negotiable. When the Savior clearly states what the name of His Church should be and even precedes His declaration with, “Thus shall my church be called,” He is serious. And if we allow nicknames to be used or adopt or even sponsor those nicknames ourselves, He is offended.
To remove the Lord’s name from the Lord’s Church is a major victory for Satan. When we discard the Savior’s name, we are subtly disregarding all that Jesus Christ did for us﻿—even His Atonement. (End of Quote)
 The Saints are to use their Agency in Choosing the Right Way

The frequent use of the words ‘if’ and ‘inasmuch’ in the following scriptures indicate the great need to use agency correctly in following the correct teachings and practices. Leaders and members have the responsibility to choose the right way.   

D&C 101:63: “Again, verily I say unto you, I will show unto you wisdom in me concerning all the churches, inasmuch as they are willing to be guided in a right and proper way for their salvation” 

D&C 52:42: “And thus, even as I have said, if ye are faithful ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies.” 

D&C 57:3: “And thus saith the Lord your God, if you will receive wisdom here is wisdom.” 

D&C 38:18-19: “And I hold forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a land of promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse when the Lord cometh; and I will give it unto you for the land of your inheritance, if you seek it with all your hearts.” 
D&C 98:22: “And again I say unto you, if ye observe to do whatsoever I command you, I, the Lord, will turn away all wrath and indignation from you, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against you” 

D&C 101:74-75: “And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel, they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way, they may establish Zion. There is even now already in store sufficient, yea, even an abundance, to redeem Zion, and establish her waste places, no more to be thrown down, were the churches, who call themselves after my name, willing to hearken to my voice.” 

D&C 105:37: “And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive, they shall have power after many days to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion.” 
D&C 93:31-32: “Behold here is the agency of man, and here is the condemnation of man; because that which was plainly manifest from the beginning is plainly manifest unto them, and they receive not the light. And every man whose spirit receiveth not the light is under condemnation.” 
Declaring Peace When there is No Peace. 

Ezekiel said: “And my hand shall be upon the Prophets that see vanity and that divine lies: they shall not be in the assembly of my people….even because they have seduced my people saying ‘peace; and there was no peace” Ezekiel 13:10
Note the comments of certain leaders concerning Peace in the document What Happened to the German Saints in World War 2
The Lord gave a warning of false peace in the ‘Parable of the Nobleman and the Olive Trees’

D&C 101: 46, 48, 50: “Now the servants of the nobleman went and did as their Lord commanded them, and planted the olive trees, and built a hedge round about and set watchmen and began to build a tower. ...And consulted for a long time saying among themselves: ‘What need hath my Lord of this tower (Zion), seeing this is a time of peace..’ and while they were at variance one with another they became very slothful, and they hearkened not unto the commandments of their Lord.” 
The Lord outlined in the scriptures how the Saints can rest in peace and safety.
 D&C 105:24-25: “Talk not of judgments, neither boast of faith nor of mighty works, but carefully gather together, as much in one region as can be, consistently with the feelings of the people and behold, I will give unto you favour and grace in their eyes, that you may rest in peace and safety”.
The Lord has warned that peace will not be found in the last days:
D&C 1:35-36: “For I am no respecter of persons and will that all men shall know that the day speedily cometh; the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand, when peace shall be taken from the earth, and the devil shall have power over his own dominion. And also, the Lord shall have power over his saints and shall reign in their midst and shall come down in judgment upon Idumea or the world.” (See also 1st Nephi 14:11-15)

Only in the future Zion will there truly be peace.
D&C 45:64-66, 68-69: “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…and it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety and there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.”
Jeremiah Prophesied and warned concerning Israel forgetting their resting place:

Jeremiah 50:5-8: “They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thither ward, saying, ‘Come, and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant (United Order) that shall not be forgotten. My people have been lost sheep: their shepherds have caused them to go astray, they have turned them away on the mountains…...they have forgotten their resting place. All that found them have devoured them…...remove out of the midst of Babylon.”
The Commandment to be Equal is Treated Lightly

· See the studies in the folder Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
D&C 42:29: “If thou lovest me thou shalt serve me and keep all my commandments.” 
One commandment clearly outlined in the Doctrine and Covenants which has been treated lightly is the command to become equal in temporal affairs. It is a dereliction of duty not to teach the principles of equality under the Law of Consecration to the full understanding of all members. Even though the saints in their present circumstances are not required to live this law they should be taught what will be expected of them in the near future. 
How can the Saints be serious about striving for perfection without wanting to know and live such a  Celestial Commandment? Consider the following scriptures given by the lord Jesus Christ: 
D&C 51:9: “And let every man deal honestly, and be alike among this people, and receive alike, that ye may be one, even as I have commanded you.” 

D&C 82:15: “Therefore I give unto you this commandment that ye bind yourselves by this covenant, and it shall be done according to the laws of God…...”  

What is this commandment:  D&C 82:17: “And you are to be Equal…?” 

It is the desire of our loving Heavenly Father that all of His children should have equal opportunity in their temporal affairs. This is plainly taught in the scriptures: 

D&C 38:24-27: “And let every man esteem his brother as himself….and again I say unto you, let every man esteem his brother as himself. For what man among you having twelve sons, and is no respecter of them, and they serve him obediently, and he saith unto the one: Be thou clothed in robes and sit thou here; and to the other: Be thou clothed in rags and sit thou there- and looketh upon his sons and saith I am just? Behold, this I have given unto you as a parable, and it is even as I am. I say unto you, be one; and if ye are not one ye are not mine.” 

In the above scriptures the Lord even goes as far to say that those who do not strive to be one in their economic affairs are not His people. (See also D&C 42:9) In this respect, it is vital that the Saints adopt the policy of making sure that their brothers and sisters have the same temporal blessings that they themselves enjoy. This principle is based on the teachings of the Saviour “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them” 

The Lord classifies inequality as a sin:

D&C 49:19-20: “For behold, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air, and that which cometh of the earth is ordained for the use of man for food and for raiment, and that he might have in abundance. But it is not given that one man should possess that which is above another, wherefore the world lieth in sin.” 

Inequality in temporal matters affects spiritual blessings:

D&C 70:14: “Nevertheless, in your temporal things you shall be equal and this not grudgingly, otherwise the abundance of the manifestations of the Spirit shall be withheld.” 

This commandment to be equal is given so that all members of the Church have the same opportunities to receive Heavenly blessings:

D&C 78:5-6: “That you may be equal in the bonds of heavenly things, yea and earthly things also, for the obtaining of Heavenly things; for if ye are not equal in earthly things ye cannot be equal in obtaining Heavenly things.” 
Is Covetousness one Reason why the Law of God is Taken Lightly
See the study No Covetousness, Greed, Envy Or Jealousy 
It is easy for individuals to become settled in a ‘comfortable complacency’ and become happy and content in making sure that they have sufficient of everything they stand in need. 

Jeremiah warned that it is through covetousness that the Law of God is forgotten:
Jeremiah 8:8-10: “How do ye say, we [are] wise, and the Law of the Lord [is] with us? Lo certainly in vain made He [it]; the pen of the scribes [is] in vain. The wise [men] (in their own eyes) are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken; lo they have rejected the Word of the Lord; and what wisdom [is] in them...for everyone from the least even unto the greatest is given to covetousness from the prophet even unto the priest everyone dealeth falsely.” 
Ezekiel warned leaders who looked after their own interests, making sure they had everything for their own families whilst neglecting the scattered flock:
Ezekiel 34:1-16: “And the Word of the Lord came unto me, saying, ‘Son of Man, prophesy against the Shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God unto the Shepherds: Woe be to the Shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! Should not the Shepherds feed the flocks? Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool (the best) …but ye feed not the flock……And they were scattered, because there is no Shepherd: and they became meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered. 
My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon every high hill: yea, my flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none did search or seek after them. Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the Word of the Lord. As I live, saith the Lord God, surely because my flock became a prey, and my flock became meat to every beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, neither did my shepherds search for my flock, but the shepherds fed themselves, and fed not the flock; therefore O ye shepherds, hear the word of the Lord:
Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will require my flock at their hand and cause them to cease from feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves anymore; for I will deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them.

For thus saith the Lord God: ‘Behold I, even I will both search my sheep and seek them out. As a Shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so will I seek out my sheep and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. And I will bring them out from the people, and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel…. And I will feed them in a good pasture….and I will feed my flock and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord God. I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick; but I will destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed them through judgment.” 
The transgression of covetousness will cause the church to be brought into bondage to Babylon. The burden of Babylon is now increasing, and the “bands of her neck” are now tightening. (See D&C 133:9-10). See the study “Are the Saints now in Bondage to Babylon”.
It was covetousness that caused the United Order to fail in the early days of the church:

D&C 104:4: “Therefore inasmuch as some of my servants have not kept the commandment, but have broken the covenant through covetousness, and with feigned words, I have cursed them….” 
D&C 104:52-53: “The covenants being broken through transgression, by covetousness and feigned words, therefore you are dissolved as a United Order with your brethren…...” 

Is it the same transgression of covetousness that causes a delay in striving to live the covenant of the United Order today?
D&C 105:2-5: “Behold, I say unto you, were it not for the transgressions of my people, speaking concerning the church and not individuals, they might have been redeemed even now. But behold, they have not learned to be obedient to the things which I require at their hands, but are full of all manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance as becometh saints, to the poor and afflicted among them; and are not united according to the union required by the Law of the Celestial Kingdom. And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom otherwise, I cannot receive her unto myself.” 
When members of the Church get settled in wealthy circumstances it is hard for them to envisage the need for equality within the Church. Because of their abundance they do not desire to disturb their prosperity in the world and therefore do not pray for the Redemption of Zion and the introduction of the United Order. They become unwilling to follow this commandment of God concerning Zion even though there may be sufficient means available to accomplish the commandments connected to it:

D&C 101:75: “There is even now already in store sufficient, yea, even an abundance, to redeem Zion, and establish her waste places, no more to be thrown down, were the churches, who call themselves after my name, willing to hearken to my voice.” 
Could the words of Nephi apply to those who have prospered beyond measure and who deny the Counsel of God in the Doctrine and Covenants?
Helaman 12:1-6: “And thus we can behold how false, and also the unsteadiness of the hearts of the children of men; yea, we can see that the Lord in His great infinite goodness doth bless and prosper those who put their trust in Him. Yea, and we may see at the very time when He doth prosper His people, yea, in the increase of their fields, their flocks and their herds, and in gold, and in silver, and in all manner of precious things of every kind and art; …... and in fine, doing all things for the welfare and happiness of his people; yea, then is the time that they do harden their hearts, and do forget the Lord their God, and do trample under their feet the Holy One--yea, and this because of their ease, and their exceedingly great prosperity. 

And thus we see that except the Lord doth chasten his people with many afflictions…... they will not remember him. O how foolish, and how vain, and how evil, and devilish, and how quick to do iniquity, and how slow to do good are the children of men; yea, how quick to hearken unto the words of the evil one, and to set their hearts upon the vain things of the world! 

Yea, how quick to be lifted up in pride; yea, how quick to boast, and do all manner of that which is iniquity; and how slow are they to remember the Lord their God, and to give ear unto his counsels, yea, how slow to walk in wisdom's paths! Behold, they do not desire that the Lord their God, who hath created them, should rule and reign over them; notwithstanding His great goodness and His mercy towards them, they do set at naught his counsels, and they will not that he should be their guide.
Satan’s Deceptions Lead Away from the Truth
See the study Satan-Lucifer-Devil-Darkness-Temptation
To deceive is to misrepresent or give a false account of something. This could apply to the intentional misuse of scripture. It is to mislead on purpose. “In the scriptures, to deceive is to cause someone to believe something that is not true.” (LDS.Org) Note: Anything that is not the truth is deceptive by nature.  

D&C 93:24-25: “And truth is knowledge of things as they are, and as they were, and as they are to come. And whatsoever is more or less than this is the spirit of that wicked one who was a liar from the beginning.” 

D&C 50:2-3: “Behold, verily I say unto you, that there are many spirits which are false spirits, which have gone forth in the earth, deceiving the world. And also Satan hath sought to deceive you, that he might overthrow you.” 

D&C 50:9: “Wherefore, let every man beware lest he do that which is not in truth and righteousness before me”.

D&C 78:10: “Otherwise Satan seeketh to turn their hearts away from the truth that they become blinded and understand not the things, which are prepared for them.”  

Satan’s methods are various, devious, and countless. President Marion G. Romney stated:
“… by every possible means he seeks to darken the minds of men and then offers them falsehood and deception in the guise of truth. Satan is a skilful imitator, and as genuine gospel truth is given the world in ever-increasing abundance, so he spreads the counterfeit coin of false doctrine. … [As] ‘the father of lies’ he has … become, through the ages of practice in his nefarious work,” such an adept “that were it possible he would deceive the very elect.” (Joseph F. Smith in Daniel H. Ludlow, Latter-day Prophets Speak contained in Satan—The Great Deceiver By 3rd April 1971 Repeated Ensign Feb 2005 page 52 
Setting in Order the House of God

D&C 85:7. 9: “And it shall come to pass that I, the Lord God, will send One Mighty and Strong, holding the sceptre of power in his hand, clothed with light for a covering, whose mouth shall utter words Eternal Words; while his bowels shall be a fountain of truth, to set in order the House of God…. And all they who are not found written in the book of remembrance shall find none inheritance in that day, but they shall be cut asunder, and their portion shall be appointed them among unbelievers, where are wailing and gnashing of teeth.”
1st Peter 4:17-18: “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?”
D&C 112:23-26: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, darkness covereth the earth, and gross darkness the minds of the people, and all flesh has become corrupt before my face. Behold, vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, a day of wrath, a day of burning, a day of desolation, of weeping of mourning, and of lamentation; and as a whirlwind it shall come upon all the face of the earth, saith the Lord. And upon my house shall it begin, and from my house shall it go forth. First among those among you, saith the Lord, who have professed to know my name and have not known me, and have blasphemed against me in the midst of my house saith the Lord.” 

Why will the Lord’s vengeance commence upon the House or Church of God? (See D&C 112:25) Why does the House of God need putting in order? Isaiah prophesied:

Isa 28:1-4: “Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards (drunk with the Spirit of the world and the pride thereof) of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is a fading flower, which are on the head of the fat valleys of them that are overcome with wine! Behold the Lord hath a Mighty and Strong one, which as a tempest of hail and a destroying storm, as a flood of mighty waters overflowing, shall cast down to the earth with a hand. The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be trodden under feet: And the glorious beauty, which is on the head of the fat valley (prosperous), shall be a fading flower, and as the hasty fruit before the summer…” 
Is the above prophesy referring to wealthy members of the Church living in comfort and prosperity? When the judgments of God descend upon the House of God it will be a sign that His work will be shortened in preparation for the Second Coming:

D&C 52:11: “For thus saith the Lord, I will cut short my work in righteousness, for the days come that I will send forth judgement unto victory”
These judgments will be necessary because the Lord’s people have become too connected to the world and as a result have neglected the full Law of God. Isaiah prophesied:
Isa 28:15-18:  “Because ye have said , we have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge and under falsehood have we hid….Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation (the foundation is  laid for Zion see D&C 58:6-7,13 )  
….judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet; and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place. And your covenant with death shall be disannulled and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it.

Isaiah describes that in the last days the House of Israel will go astray due to wealth and comfort.

2 Nephi 12:5-10: “O House of Jacob, come ye and let us walk in the light of the Lord; yea, come, for ye have all gone astray, everyone to his wicked ways. Therefore, O lord, thou hast forsaken thy people, the House of Jacob, because they be replenished from the east, and hearken unto the soothsayers like the Philistines and they please themselves in the children of strangers. 
Their land also is full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their treasures; their land is also full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their treasures; their land is also full of horses, neither is there any end of their chariots (modern means of transport) Their land is also full of idols; they worship the work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have made. And the mean man boweth not down, and the great man humbleth himself not, therefore, forgive him not. O ye wicked ones, enter into the dust, and hide thee in the dust, for the fear of the Lord and the glory of His Majesty shall smite thee.”  (See Isaiah 2:5-10)

Are Latter-day Saints falling into the same pattern that happened to the Nephites two hundred years after the appearance of the Saviour amongst them?

4 Nephi 23-25, 27: “And now I, Mormon would that ye should know that the people had multiplied, insomuch that they were spread upon all the face of the land and that they had become exceedingly rich, because of their prosperity in Christ…... there began to be among them those who were lifted up in pride, such as the wearing of costly apparel, and all manner of pearls, and the fine things of the world. And from that time forth they did have their goods and their substance no more common among them…...they did deny the more parts of His gospel, insomuch that they did receive all manner of wickedness, and did administer that which was sacred unto him to whom it had been forbidden because of his unworthiness.” 
Mormon 9:29: “See that ye are not baptized unworthily; see that ye partake not of the sacrament of Christ unworthily; but see that ye do all things in worthiness, and do it in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God…” 
Is the Church Teaching the following Commandments in the Doctrines and Covenants?

Are Latter Day Saints today striving to keep the all the Laws given by the Lord to His people in the Doctrine and Covenants?  Do latter Day Saints today have an understanding of the doctrines pertaining to equality in temporal affairs, the Law of Consecration, the United Order, how Zion is created, the gathering to the New Jerusalem. Do they understand where Zion is located, the need to come out of Babylon before the Second Coming and become a separate people. Are the Latter day saints prepared for the tribulations of the last days. Do they know how they can be preserved from the desolation of abomination prior to the second coming.   

Are they keeping or striving to live the following commandments given by the Lord for this generation?
Are Latter-day Saints maintaining order and discipline in the church as the Lord requires in the revelations? See D&C 41:5-6; 42:37; 43:11; 63:63; 64:12-14; 75:29; Mosiah 26:32, 35-37; Alma 5:57-58; 3 Nephi 18:31. See the studies “The Test of Membership in the Kingdom of God” and “Maintaining Order in the church and the need for Church Discipline” Correspondence to Elder Dallin H. Oaks 3 May 2005 and to Elder Boyd K. Packer dated 31 May 2006.  
Are Latter-day Saints giving the Sacrament only to those are baptised and are worthy?  See D&C 20:68; 3 Nephi 18 5-6, 10-12; See the study “The Sacrament is for baptised members of the Church” See Correspondence to Elder Gerald N. Lund; Elder Russell M. Nelson; and the First Presidency.
Are Latter-day Saints striving to be Equal in their temporal affairs as the scriptures direct? See D&C 38:24-27; 49:20; 51:3, 9; 70:14; 78:5-6; 82:15, 17-19; 104:15-16; 105:5; Jacob 2:17; 3 Nephi 26:19-20; 4 Nephi 3; Moses 7:18-19, 21 See the studies “Be Equal-Through Consecration and Stewardship” “Letter to Elder Todd Christofferson 22 Nov 2008 
Are Latter-day Saints prepared and taught about the Law of Consecration as revealed in the scriptures? See D&C 42:30-38; 42:55; 51:3-6; 51:13, 15; 70:7-8; 72:13-15; 78:7-8; 83:6; 85:3; 104:22-23; 104:30-33; 104:54-57. See the study “Unity: Through the United Order, Consecration and Stewardship.”
Are Latter-day Saints teaching that the United Order including the Law of Consecration is essential to create a Zion society in preparation for the Second Coming? See D&C 105:5; 105:29; 105:34; 38:27; 49:19-20; 51:2; 51:9; 51:15; 70:14-15; 72:15; Moses 7:18-21; 4 Nephi 3; See the studies “Zion-A Bit of Heaven on Earth” and “Unity: Through the United Order, Consecration and Stewardship” Letters to Elder Robert D. Hales dated 31 May 2007 and Elder D. Todd Christofferson 22 Nov 2008
Are leaders of the Church teaching the full meaning of the scriptural term Zion? See D&C 97:19-21; 105:4-5; 101:17-18; 45:65-71; 105:34; 4 Nephi 2-3, 15; Moses 7:18. See the studies “Zion-A Bit of Heaven on Earth” and correspondence concerning the incorrect doctrine of Elder Bruce R. McConkie on this subject in the study “An Attempt to Resolve the Contrasting Doctrine from Two Apostles on the Doctrine of the Gathering to Zion” letter to Elder Jeffrey R. Holland dated 23 July 2007 
Are Latter-day Saints being taught that they will need to be ‘Gathered as One’ and become a separate people for their safety and protection before the Savior comes? See: 29:1-2; 29:7-9; 42:8-9; 45:65-69; 57:1-4; 63:32-37; 84:2-4; 101:16-20; 105:15; 133:7, 12, 14; 3 Nephi 21:22-24; Moses 7:60-62; Separate people: D&C 63:54; D&C 86:7; D&C 101:64-74; 2 Nephi 30:10; Matthew 13:47-48; See the study “Gather as One to the New Jerusalem before the Second Coming” Letters to Elder L. Tom Perry dated 18 January 2008; and to President Gordon B. Hinckley 2 August 2006
Are Latter Day Saints teaching the correct doctrine of where the Land of Zion is? See D&C 52:2, 42; 57:1-4; 58:6-7; 62:2-6; 63:36; 64:34-35; 101:70-71; 103:22, 24; See the study “Where is the Land of Zion”
Are Latter-day Saints preparing for the Second Coming as the scriptures teach? See D&C 1:11-12; 29:8-9; 38:30; 45:64-69; 58:7-11; 61:38; 63:33-37; 85:3; 88:92; 97:22-25: 106:4-5; 133:10-19 See the study “A Scriptural Study on the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ “ and “Are Members Prepared for the Day of Tribulation and Desolation?” Letters to Elder Robert D. Hales dated 31 May 2007; Elder Jeffrey R. Holland dated 23 July 2007 and to Elder Dallin H. Oakes dated 20 Jan 2008 to Elder Quentin L. Cook 12 Dec 2008
Are Latter-day Saints raising a warning voice to the inhabitants of the earth of the destructions that will soon be upon the nations? See D&C 1:4-7; 34:5-6; 38:41; 43:20-28; 63:58; 63:63-67; 84:87, 117; 88:81-82; 124:106; Ezekiel 33:7. See the study “Warnings of the Desolation in the Last Days.” and “A Warning to the Land of America”.
Are Latter-day Saints teaching that Food Storage will be the means of preservation from the destructions of the Last Days instead of the Gathering to Zion? See the study “Are Members Prepared for the Day of Tribulation and Desolation?” Letters to Elder Spencer V. Jones dated 20 July 2005 and Elder Jay E. Jenson 9 Aug 2005.  Also the letter to Elder Robert D. Hales 31 May 2007
Are Latter-day Saints preparing for the day of tribulation and desolation? See D&C 29:7-9; 133:4-5, 7-9,11-12, 14-15, 17, 19; 43:17-19; 101:22-23; 112;24-26; 109:38, 45-46; 65:3; 84:117; 124:10; 1:11-12; See the studies “Prophetic Warnings of the Destructions in the Last Days” “Are Members Prepared for the Day of Tribulation and Desolation?” letter to Elder Quentin L. Cook 12 Dec 2008
Are Latter-day Saints purchasing the sacred lands in preparation for the Gathering to Zion? See D&C 45:65; 48:1-6; 57:4-6; 58:49-53; 63:25-31; 101:68-75; 101:97-100; 103:23-24; 105:28-31; See  the section “How Zion is Established” in the study “Zion-A Bit of Heaven on Earth” Letter to President Gordon B. Hinckley dated 2 August 2006
Are Latter-day Saints teaching and obeying the principle of Gathering today as revealed in the Doctrine and Covenants? See D&C 105:24-26; 29:1-2, 7-8; 32:7-8; 33:6; 42:1, 8-9; 45:64-71; 3 Nephi 21:22-24; 101:64-74; 133:7, 12, 14; Moses 7:61-62;  See the study “Gather as One to the New Jerusalem before the Second Coming” Letters to Elder David A. Bednar dated 9 July 2007 and Elder Russell M. Nelson 17 March 2007
Are members of the church considered gathered because they have access to a Temple in their own nation? See D&C 124:36; 84:4; 105:9-11; 124:38; 124: 24-26; 29:8; 42:8-9; 45:64-69; 63:33-37; Moses 7:61-62; See the study “Does having a Temple mean the Saints are gathered to Zion” Letter to Elder Claudio R. M. Costa 4 Jan 2009

Are the present day Stakes of the Church the Stakes of Zion spoken of in the Doctrine and Covenants. Stakes are for “a defence, and for a refuge from the storm and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth?” See D&C 115:6; See 109:39-40; 96:1; 115:17-18; 133:9; 82:14; Isaiah 54:2-3, 13-14; D&C 101:17, 20-21 125:2-4; 29:8; 105:5; 105:29; See the study “Are the Stakes of the Church Places of Safety and Refuge” Letter to Elder Boyd K. Packer dated 9 Feb 2008

Are Latter-day Saints today standing in the Holy Places spoken of in the Doctrine and Covenants? See: D&C 45:32; 101:22-23; 87:8;  101:31-35, 41-42, 64-69; 101:11-13, 16-21, 63-67; 133:12-13; 87:2, 6-7; 63:32-37; 29:7-9; Moses: 7:61-62; See the study “What is meant by the Scripture ‘Stand in Holy Places”. Letter to the Curriculum Planning Department 23 August 2003
Are members of the church now in Bondage to Babylon? See D&C 103:17-18; 113:10; 82:5; 76:29; 38:11-12; 38:42; Isaiah 52:2-6; 54:11-14; 49:13-15; D&C 101:1-2, 6-9, 74-75; 105:2-3, 6; 103;11-12; Mosiah 7:15; See the studies “Are the Saints now in Bondage to Babylon” The Fullness of Iniquity brings forth the Judgements of God” Letter to Elder Richard G. Scott dated 15 June 2007
Are sincere Gospel Doctrine questions from members being handled correctly? 

See 102:23; 102:26-27; 107:77-81; 50:9-12. See the studies “Correspondence (1) and “Correspondence (2) on the Doctrine and Covenants” see the studies “The High Council of the Seat of the First Presidency of the Church” and “An attempt to resolve the contrasting Doctrine from two Apostles.”
Have missionaries been following the requirements the Lord has set forth for investigators to receive the ordinance of Baptism?  See D&C 20:37; 2 Nephi 31:13; 3 Nephi 7:25; Moroni 6:2-3; 3 Nephi 11:23; 3 Nephi 18:31; “Are Hasty Baptisms the Way Forward”.
Are Priesthood leaders complying with whom the Lord regards as Members of His Church? See D&C 10:67-68; 52:14-19; 82:3; 41:5; 42:28, 37; 63:63; Mosiah 26:32, 35-37; Alma 5:57-58; Alma 6:3 See the study “Who does the Lord regard as members of His Church”
Are the First Presidency using the “The High Council of the Seat of the First Presidency of the Church” as designated in the Doctrine and Covenants? See D&C 102:26-27; 102:1-3; 9-11; 107:77-80; See the study “The Difficulty in Obtaining Answers to Questions on Doctrine and Policy” Correspondence with Elder Russell M. Ballard see letter dated 3 May 2005.
Are leaders using the designated name of the Lord’s Church in programmes, media, articles and news? See D&C 115:4; 3 Nephi 27:7-8 see the study “Use of the Nickname Mormon by Leaders of the Church” “Mormon Tabernacle Choir” “Mormon Doctrine” See the E-Mail to Jim M. Wall President and Publisher Deseret News-16 January 2009 NOW CORRECTED
Are Leaders teaching the Lord’s Law concerning the need for Capital Punishment?
See D&C 42:18-19; 2 Nephi 9:35; Genesis 9:6; Numbers 35:31, 33-34 see the study ‘The Church ‘sits on the fence’ on Capital Punishment’.
Is the Church seeking the praise and acceptance of the world? See D&C 58:39; 3 Nephi 13:1-4; Helaman 5:8; 1 Cor: 13:4 
Not all of the above topics are of equal importance. Some are of minor importance and may not be relevant until a future day. It is simply a list of doctrines and actions that are given in the Doctrine and Covenants, but not regularly taught or practised in the Church today.
An Attempt to Challenge a Policy Which is Contrary to Scripture

See the study Should Non-Members Partake of the Sacramentfor scripture analysis and copies of the correspondence.

The following is a summary of an attempt to get an answer to a simple doctrinal question that could not answered locally. The question concerned why the Sacrament is offered to those who are not baptised without any advice to the contrary. I believed this practise was contrary to the teachings in the scriptures. (see D&C 20:68, 3 Nephi 18 5-6, 10-12, 3 Nephi 18:27-33, Mormon 9:29)  I was serving as the Bishop of the ward and the subject had troubled me for some time. As the Bishop I was responsible for the administering and passing of the sacrament. 
For many years the church had followed the doctrine and practise as outlined by President Joseph Fielding Smith who said
“Non-members cannot comply with the covenants embodied in the blessings of the sacrament and therefore should not partake of it. They are old enough to reason and should understand that the sacrament so far as adults are concerned is for those who have repented of their sins in the waters of baptism. It would be proper in a meeting to say, “The sacrament will now be administered to the members of the church,” in cases where there are non-members present; otherwise nothing need be said of this nature.”                              Joseph Fielding Smith “Doctrines of Salvation” Volume 2 page 350
However the practise changed and no advice was to be given to non-members not to partake. As a result when investigators or friends of members attended church they would all partake the sacrament. 

Prior to writing to the General Authorities I had studied the subject extensively and produced a study document bringing together all the scriptures and rational thoughts on this subject. I then asked the Stake President for his opinion and he could give no answer to the question. I also spoke with the Mission President for his opinion and he stated that he had also wondered why this was allowed to happen. 

It was then that I wrote to Elder Lund of the Area Presidency for his opinion which was useful but he made no reference to D&C 20:68 or the other scriptures referenced. President Lund simply could not answer the question on behalf of the First Presidency. President Lund in his final reply stated again “It was probably inappropriate of me to even speculate as to why they (The First Presidency) have chosen to make this statement, but they have”. 

I then wrote direct to the First Presidency. Instead of any attempt to answer the question that could not be answered locally I was subjected to several worthiness interviews. The Stake President even defended my right to as a basic doctrinal question to leaders of the church. 
Action taken prior to writing to the First Presidency

After consulting with the Stake President I wrote a letter to Elder Lund of the Area Presidency on the subject of “The Sacrament and Non-Members” dated 7th July 2004.

I received a reply from Elder Lund dated 12th July 2004

I replied to Elder Lund dated the 15th August 2004 stating the actual question was not answered.

I received a reply from Elder Lund dated 9th September 2004 stating: “It was probably inappropriate of me to even speculate as to why they (The First Presidency) have chosen to make this statement.” 

I wrote a letter to Elder Russell M. Nelson on the 31st August 2004 because of his message at the worldwide leadership meeting called “Worshipping at Sacrament Meeting” to obtain his opinion on this subject.

I received a reply from Elder Russell M. Nelson dated 9 September 2004 but received it on the 17 January 2005. (Delay due to post.) Elder Nelson made no attempt to answer the question.

I therefore sent a letter to First Presidency on the same question dated 12th Jan 2005. I received no reply from the First Presidency but they returned the letter to the Area Presidency and asked them to handle the matter.

Instead of one simple reply to my letter sent to the First Presidency on the 12 Jan 2005 requesting an understanding to a question on a basic doctrine of the church the following happened.

A letter was sent from the Office of the First Presidency to the Area President Elder Lund

Elder Lund sent a letter to the Stake President informing him to interview me.

I was interviewed by the Stake President on the 9 Feb 2005 

I was interviewed again on the 16th Feb 2005

The Stake President sent a letter to Elder Lund on my worthiness status.
The Stake President  received a reply from Elder Lund

The Stake President replied further defending my right to ask a basic doctrinal question.
I wrote a letter to Elder Lund dated 12th March expressing my feelings on the inappropriate way this has been handled and what the scriptures teach on how questions about church doctrine and practice should be resolved.

Elder Lund replied to my letter above on the 17th March. 

I wrote a letter to Elder Lund on 6th April 2005 asking for specific comment on D&C 20:68 stating the question had not yet been answered.

I received a reply from Elder Lund dated 9 June 2005 

I wrote a letter to Elder Lund dated 18th July summarizing our correspondence.
The Stake President stated in his reply to Elder Lund “As you say, he has simply raised an honest enquiry about a principle of great importance to him.” 

He also stated: “I am uncomfortable when member concerns are referred back to us relating to issues which clearly fall outside our remit as local leaders, usually about the wider matters of Church government and doctrinal issues requiring clarification.  We are oft times unable to respond and at best can only suppress the question which simply creates an undercurrent of malcontent.  The issue is not one of counselling with members within our jurisdiction but of counselling with members on matters outside our jurisdiction.”
Summary

I felt at the time that I was dealing with stiffnecked hypocrisy in the leadership of the Church showing a complete unwillingness to listen or answer a simple doctrinal question. It was obvious that they could not justify the policy and were not prepared to make any adjustments. 
I belief in the following quote from President Hugh B. Brown
Freedom of Expression

This article is taken from Edward B. Firmage, The Memoirs of Hugh B. Brown: An Abundant Life, Signature Books, Salt Lake City, 1988, pg. 135-140

President Hugh B. Brown served in First Presidency during the period 1961-1970, serving under President David O. McKay.
“I admire men and women who have developed the questing spirit, who are unafraid of new ideas as stepping stones to progress. We should, of course, respect the opinions of others, but we should also be unafraid to dissent -- if we are informed. Thoughts and expressions compete in the marketplace of thought, and in that competition truth emerges triumphant. Only error fears freedom of expression.”

“Both science and religion beget humility. Scientists and teachers of religion disagree among themselves on theological and other subjects. Even in our own church men and women take issue with one another and contend for their own interpretations. This free exchange of ideas is not to be deplored as long as men and women remain humble and teachable. Neither fear of consequence or any kind of coercion should ever be used to secure uniformity of thought in the church. People should express their problems and opinions and be unafraid to think without fear of ill consequences.”

“We should be dauntless in our pursuit of truth and resist all demands for unthinking conformity. No one would have us become mere tape recorders of other people's thoughts. We should be modest and teachable and seek to know the truth by study and faith. There have been times when progress was halted by thought control. Tolerance and truth demand that all be heard and that competing ideas be tested against each other so that the best, which might not always be our own, can prevail. Knowledge is the most complete and dependable when all points of view are heard. We are in a world of restlessness and scepticism, where old things are not only challenged but often disappear, but also a world of miraculous achievement, undreamed of accomplishment, and terrifying power.”

One of the most important things in the world is freedom of the mind, from this all other freedoms spring. Such freedom is necessarily dangerous, for one cannot think right without running the risk of thinking wrong, but generally more thinking is the antidote for the evils that spring from wrong thinking.” End
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