Tithing refers to the Law of Consecration in the Doctrine and Covenants
Introduction

Does the scripture “For he that is tithed shall not be burned at His Coming” (D&C 64:23) refer to the practice of giving one tenth as practiced in the church today?
When the Lord states that the Law of tithing is to prepare His people “against the day of vengeance and burning” (D&C 85:3) is this referring to giving one tenth of income?
Is the Law of Consecration an essential preparation for the Second Coming?

See the studies in the folder Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
Also Tithing-A Law of Sacrifice
The Word ‘Tithe’ refers to the Law of Consecration
It is not always fully understood by members of the church that the word Tithe as used in the Doctrine and Covenants is actually referring to the Law of Consecration. 
This is explained in the Heading to Doctrine and Covenants Section 119: 

“The Law of Tithing, as understood today, had not been given to the church previous to this revelation. The term “tithing” in the prayer just quoted and in previous revelations (64:23; 85:3; 97:11) had meant not just one-tenth but all free will offerings, or contributions, to the church funds. The Lord had previously given to the church the Law of Consecration and Stewardship of property, which members entered into a covenant that was to be everlasting.” (Revelation given at Far West, Missouri 8 July 1838)
The Law of Consecration was not suspended until the saints had been driven out of Jackson County, Missouri. In the revelation given on 22 June 1834 at Fishing River, Missouri, the Lord declared there would be a period of delay before Zion was to be redeemed:

D&C 105:9: “Therefore, in consequence of the transgressions of my people, it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season for the Redemption of Zion.” 
As part of this delay in the Redemption of Zion the Lord also postponed the Law of Consecration with these words: D&C 105:34: “And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and her Law be executed and fulfilled after Her Redemption.” 
The Law of Consecration is a Vital Preparation for the Second Coming
The revelations using the term Tithe prior to section 105 are referring to the Law of Consecration and not the Law of Tithing as practised by the Church today. For example the statement made by the Lord “For he that is tithed shall not be burnt at His Coming” (D&C 64:23) is not referring to our practice of giving just one-tenth of our income but to the Law of Consecration.

It should be realized that it will be necessary for members of the church to live the Law of Consecration as a vital preparation for the day of ‘vengeance and burning’ that will precede the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. This truth is made very plain in another revelation in 1832 which was “about those saints who had moved to Zion, but who had not received their inheritances according to the established order in the church” (see heading to Section 85).
In this revelation the commandment was given that members will be required to live the Law of Consecration in preparation for the destructions prior to the Second Coming: 
D&C 85:3: “It is contrary to the will and commandment of God that those who receive not their inheritance by consecration, agreeable to his Law, which He has given, that He may Tithe His people, to prepare them against the day of vengeance and burning, should have their names enrolled with the people of God.” 
This revelation clearly links the Law of Consecration with the word Tithe.
Likewise the reference to Tithing in Section Ninety Seven of the Doctrine and Covenants refers to the Law of Consecration in the Land of Zion not the present practice of one-tenth of income. At the time when Section Ninety Seven was given in 1833 only the Law of Consecration had been revealed to the saints. The Temple was to be built in the land of Zion by “the Tithing of my people. Behold this is the Tithing and the sacrifice which I, the Lord, require at their hands, that there may be a House built unto me for the salvation of Zion” D&C 97:10-12 extracts
All Surplus Property is part of Tithing (Law of Consecration)
It is also interesting to note that in Doctrine and Covenants Section 119 which is a revelation on Tithing the Lord first requires all the surplus property of the saints to be placed in the hands of the church and thereafter one-tenth of the interest (profit) annually.

The prophet Joseph Smith petitioned the Lord: “O Lord, show unto thy servants how much thou requirest of the properties of thy people for a tithing” (See Heading to Section 119) 

The Lord replied: D&C 119:1, 3-4.7: “Verily, thus saith the Lord, I require all their surplus property to be put into the hands of the Bishop of my church in Zion…. and this shall be the beginning of the tithing of my people. And after that, those who have thus been Tithed shall pay one-tenth of all their interest annually and this a standing law unto them forever, for my Holy Priesthood, saith the Lord…... And this shall be an example unto all the stakes of Zion.” 
In the Doctrine and Covenants the word Tithe means not just one-tenth of income as practised in the Church today but the Law of Consecration which is part of the United Order.

Tithing is a Preparation to Live the Higher Law of Consecration

The Law of Tithing as observed today in the church is an essential preparation for living the higher Law of Consecration. 

Elder Robert D Hales stated: “The Law of Tithing prepares us to live the higher Law of Consecration—to dedicate and give all our time, talents, and resources to the work of the Lord. Until the day when we are required to live this higher law, we are commanded to live the Law of the Tithe, which is to freely give one-tenth of our income annually.” General Conf. Oct 2002  
Elder Joseph Fielding Smith wrote: “It is definitely true however that all those who will not obey the Law of Tithing will not be entitled to enter into the Covenant of Consecration, but when the day comes for the establishment of Zion and the redemption of the Earth, such people will find themselves removed.” Church History and Modern revelation 2:92
Elder Dallin H. Oaks stated: “The payment of Tithing also brings the individual tithe payer unique spiritual blessings. Tithe paying is evidence that we accept the law of sacrifice. It also prepares us for the Law of Consecration and the other higher laws of the Celestial Kingdom.” April 1994 Gen Conf.

Tithing in the Church Today is Part of the Law of Sacrifice

D&C 97:8: “Verily I say unto you, all among them who know their hearts are honest, and are broken, and their spirits contrite, and are willing to observe their covenants by sacrifice-yea every sacrifice which I the Lord shall command-they are accepted of me” 
President Joseph F. Smith stated:
“By this principle the loyalty of the people of the Church shall be put to the test. By this principle it shall be known who is for the Kingdom of God and who is against it. By this principle it shall be seen whose hearts are set on doing the will of God… There is a great deal of importance connected with this principle, for by it shall be known whether we are faithful or unfaithful. In this respect it is as essential as faith in God, as repentance of sin, as baptism…… 
For if a man keep all the law save one point, and he offend in that, he is a transgressor of the law, and he is not entitled to the fulness of the blessings of the gospel of Jesus Christ. But when a man keeps all the law that is revealed, according to his strength, his substance, and his ability, though what he [gives] may be little, it is just as acceptable in the sight of God as if he were able to do a thousand times more.
The law of Tithing is a test by which the people as individuals shall be proved. Any man who fails to observe this principle shall be known as a man who is indifferent to the welfare of Zion, who neglects his duty as a member of the Church.… He neglects to do that which would entitle him to receive the blessings and ordinances of the gospel.” (Joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1939, pp. 225–26; As given in General Conference 6 April 1900

The sacrifice of members of the church in the payment of tithing enables the building up of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints upon the earth in preparation for the future establishment of Zion. Members of the Church by observing this law of sacrifice receive great blessings from the payment of one tenth of their income and other offerings.
 See the study Tithing-A Law of Sacrifice
Tithe paying is evidence that members accept the law of sacrifice. It prepares them for the Law of Consecration and the other higher laws of the Celestial kingdom. The ‘Lectures on Faith’ explains the need for the saints to practice the principle of sacrifice.
“Let us here observe that a religion that does not require the sacrifice of all things never has power sufficient to produce the faith necessary unto life and salvation; for, from the first existence of man, the faith necessary unto the enjoyment of life and salvation never could be obtained without the sacrifice of all earthly things” (Lectures on Faith, 6:7). April 1994 General Conference
 “Doctrines of the Kingdom” by Hyrum L Andrus Vol 111-1973
The Law of Tithing Pages 249/251
“Through Joseph Smith the Saints were given the law of tithing to “be a standing law unto them forever” D&C 119:4 As a permanent part of the total economic program of Zion, the Law of Tithing was designed to be a companion to the Law of Consecration and Stewardship. Stewards in Zion were to contribute to the Lord “one tenth of all their interest annually” in compliance with the law of tithing.”
There was a difference between tithing funds and surplus in a community storehouse. Tithing consisted of one-tenth of a steward’s personal annual income (interest). Surplus was that which he had left from his annual profits after he sustained his family on a standing equal to that of other stewards. Tithing was sent to the First Presidency of the church. Surplus was given to the community storehouse Tithing to the church was used primarily to pay the expenses of the ecclesiastical system. The surplus in each community storehouse belonged to the heirs in that community and was used as a joint expense account and for community expenses. Tithing was spent by the General Authorities of the Church. Surplus was administered by the officers of the community storehouse, by the consent of the stewards who consecrated at the storehouse.
Since the Law of Tithing and the Law of Consecration and Stewardship were designed to fulfill different purposes, they could function simultaneously together, neither interfering with or taking the place of the other. The Saints were to obey both laws. When Jesus instituted the full law of Zion among the Nephites after His resurrection, including the divine economic order by which “they had all things common among them”, he quoted the law of Tithing which Malachi delivered to ancient Israel and commanded the Nephites to obey it. (3 Nephi 24) “These scriptures which ye had not with you”, the Master said of Malachi’s writings, “The Father commanded that I should give unto you, for it was wisdom in him that they should be given unto future generations.” (3 Nephi 26:2) The future generations among the Nephites of whom Jesus spoke were those who had the full economic law of Zion. Being under the Law of Consecration and Stewardship, they were to obey the law of Tithing.”
Page 260 (Note:118) “Early information on the Law of Tithing in this dispensation indicates that it had a companion relationship to the Law of Consecration and Stewardship. A revelation in 1831 mentioned both laws as essential parts of the economic program of Zion. Having referred to the Law of Consecration and Stewardship, the Lord declared: “Verily it is a day of sacrifice, and a day for the tithing of my people” D&C 64:23 The next year another revelation declared that under the Law of Consecration the Lord would “tithe His people” D&C 85:3 The Saints in Missouri therefore discussed the law of tithing, recognizing that it was a divine commandment even though thy were then practicing the Law of Consecration and Stewardship” (Journal history Sep. 11 1833.) In 1834 when the church was still under the program of consecration, Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery entered into a covenant with God to pay tithing………...This Law was known and applied to a degree among the Saints before 1838, when it was finally made clear by a revelation to the Prophet.” 
Correspondence
Elder Henry B. Eyring,

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,

47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, 

Utah 84150-1200, U.S.A                   

                                                  23 June 2007

Dear Elder Eyring,

In your October 2005 General Conference talk on spiritual preparedness you suggest “four settings in which to practice quick and steady obedience” One of these refers to the commandment to be a full tithe-payer. When you elaborate on this commandment you speak of the Lord’s promise to full tithe payers of “Protection in the Last Days” and refer to the scripture D&C 64:23. This scripture states “Behold, now it is called today until the coming of the Son of Man, and verily it is a day of sacrifice, and a day for the tithing of my people; for He that is tithed shall not be burned at His Coming” 

In this scripture and as stated in your talk the Lord is saying that obedience to Tithing is an essential part of the member’s preparation for the Second Coming. A detailed examination of the scripture references on Tithing reveal that this scripture D&C 64:23 is not referring to our present day observance of paying one tenth of our increase, but to the Higher Law of Consecration. It is only by living this higher law that members will be prepared for the Second Coming

In the heading to section 119 of the Doctrine and Covenants given in July 1838 it states

“The Law of tithing, as understood today, had not been given to the church previous to this revelation. The term “tithing” in the prayer just quoted and in previous revelations (64:23; 85:3; 97:11) had meant not just one-tenth but all free will offerings, or contributions, to the church funds. The Lord had previously given to the church the Law of Consecration and stewardship of property…...”

When the revelation D&C 64 was given in 1831 the word Tithing referred solely to the Law of Consecration. Again in D&C 85:3 the Lord clearly links the Law of Consecration with the word Tithe: 

“It is contrary to the will and commandment of God that those who receive not their inheritance by consecration, agreeable to his Law, which He has given, that He may Tithe His people, to prepare them against the day of vengeance and burning, should have their names enrolled with the people of God.” D&C 85:3

In this scripture the Law of Tithing is once again stated as an essential preparation for the “day of vengeance and burning” but it is also clear that tithing is here referred to as receiving an “inheritance by consecration.” All revelations prior to D&C 119 use the word Tithing solely in reference to The Law of Consecration as practised under the United Order. 

The Law of Consecration was suspended when the Saints were driven out of Jackson County Missouri. In the revelation given at Fishing River, Missouri on the 22 June 1834 the Lord declared that there would be a delay for “little season” before Zion would be redeemed: 

“Therefore in consequence of the transgressions of My people it is expedient in me that mine Elders should wait for a little season for the Redemption of Zion” D&C 105:9. 

As part of that delay the Lord also postponed the Law of Zion-The Law of Consecration, until the time that Zion was redeemed: 

“And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and Her Law be executed and fulfilled after Her Redemption”. D&C 105:34
In interpretation of the above scripture Elder Romney speaking at General Conference stated that the Law of Consecration as part of the United Order would not be re-introduced until Zion was redeemed. He said:

 “Further implementation of the Order must therefore await the Redemption of Zion. Here Zion means Jackson County Missouri”. (Oct 1966 Gen Conf)

In the appointed Land of Zion in Jackson County and surrounding areas (see D&C 105:28)) the full Law of Tithing meaning the Law of Consecration will need to be observed. As the Lord states, “For it is My will that these lands should be purchased and after they are purchased that My Saints should possess them according to the Laws of Consecration” which I have given” D&C 105:29.

In connection with our “protection” from the final destructions before the Second Coming it is wrong to separate the Law of Tithing from the Law of Consecration. Neither can we separate the Law of Consecration from the Redemption of Zion in Missouri. Therefore as the scriptures clearly teach Zion will be a “Refuge and a place of safety for the saints of the Most High” (D&C 45:66) The following scriptures  teach this fact with exceeding clarity. See  D&C 63:36-37; D&C 29:7-8; D&C 45:65-71; D&C 42:9, 36; D&C 101:11-18; Moses 7:62; 3 Nephi 21:20-25.

The Lord asks the clear question “Where shall be the safety of My People”:“For the day of my visitation cometh speedily, in an hour when ye think not of, and where shall be the safety of my people, and refuge for those who shall be left of them.” D&C 124: 10

He then states that Zion (the place of Zion 97v18-19) and (The people of Zion 97v21) both combined will be the means of escape:
“For behold, and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and who shall escape it? The Lord’s scourge shall pass over by night and by day, and the report thereof shall vex all people; yea, it shall not be stayed until the Lord come; for the indignation of the Lord is kindled against their abominations and all their wicked works. Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do all things whatsoever, I have commanded her.” D&C 97:22-25

The lesser Law of Tithing as practiced today will not be sufficient for members of the Church to receive the promised protection the Lord has so graciously offered in these Last Days. How much scriptural evidence do we need to be convinced of these things?

When localised disasters such as hurricane Katrina take place members of the Church suffer with the rest of Babylon. In the Second World War for example the plight of the faithful German Saints was horrific. They suffered the most shocking and horrible consequences for remaining part of Babylon even though they lived the lesser Law of Tithing. Some ninety per cent lost their homes and possessions. Nearly all meetinghouses were destroyed. As Frederick W. Babbel recorded in his book “On wings of faith” “They had to endure the most shocking cruelties and bestialities” which included the rape of some sisters and girls. 

Unless the saints are protected by the means the Lord has provided which is by living the Law of Consecration in the appointed land of Zion they will suffer serious consequences. Since we are now getting into the very last part of the ‘Last Days’ surely, we should now be seeking to be prepared for that which is to come. When using scripture references such as D&C 64:23 we should not give any false and misleading impressions that are not supported by the full scriptural message. President Joseph Fielding Smith stated:
“It is wrong to take one passage of scripture and isolate it from all other teachings dealing with the same subject. We should bring together all that has been said by authority on the question. If we were to make a photograph, it would be necessary for all your rays of light to be properly focused on the subject. If this were not done then a blurred picture would be the result. This is the case when we try to obtain a mental picture when we have only a portion of the facts dealing with the subject we are considering.”  Joseph Fielding Smith, D.O.S 2:95-96.

I am also concerned and disappointed on how few sermons and instruction are given in the church today on subjects such as the United Order, The Law of Consecration, the Principle of Equality, and related subjects connected with Zion. The saints will need to fully understand these subjects before they are prepared for the Second Coming. In fact I believe it is Elder Romney who last spoke of these things at General Conference.

The enclosed study “A Scriptural study of the United Order” is my own attempt to come to a better understanding of these subjects. Since the Lord has called you as a ‘Watchman of the Tower’ and as a ‘Shepherd of Israel’ I hope and pray this study will be of some personal use to as you prepare members of the Church for the Second Coming. 

I leave with you my deep and abiding testimony that the Lord would have each one of us turn our hearts to obeying the Law of Consecration as part of our vital preparation for His Second Coming: “For he that is tithed shall not burned at His Coming”

With Best Wishes
Malcolm E. Twigg
I received no reply to this letter
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