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Introduction

It is a commandment of God for His saints to Gather. A Gathering according to the dictionary is about “bringing together”. The Saints are to gather for peace, safety, preservation, association, and strength.

The Gospel Principle of Gathering is the Lord’s way of providing both temporal and spiritual protection for those who have embraced the everlasting covenant of the Gospel. 
The final Gathering to Zion will bring the saints together as one people under the Law of God including the Law of Consecration within the United Order for their safety and protection.
This scriptural study concerns the final gathering of the saints to escape the judgments of God before His Second Coming. This final Gathering will be to Zion the New Jerusalem and the surrounding areas. The sacred land in Missouri will need to be purchased, the saints placed under the law of Consecration and the Holy Temple built.
The Good Shepherd wants to look after His sheep. He watches over and brings them into safe pastures when storms threaten their safety. In September 1830 not long after the organization of the church the Prophet Joseph received a revelation concerning the Gathering of this dispensation: 
D&C 29:1-2: “Listen to the voice of Jesus Christ, your Redeemer, the Great I am, whose arm of mercy hath atoned for your sins; who will gather His people even as a hen gathereth her under her wings, even as many as will hearken to my voice and humble themselves before me and call upon me in mighty prayer.” see also D&C 10:65; D&C 43:24. 3 Nephi 10:4-6; Luke 13:34
In explanation of the phrase ‘Even as a hen gathereth her chickens’ the D&C Institute manual states:
“The expression is used three times in the D&C. It evokes the vivid picture of a mother hen who, when danger appears to threaten her chicks, although they may be scattered over the barnyard instantly obey that call and scurry under the protection of her wings.” 1985 D&C Institute manual page 59. 
The allegory of a hen protecting her chicks under her wings is used by the Lord as an illustration of His willingness to protect and nourish His Saints by bringing them together as one people. 
Even after the first Gathering to Zion in Missouri failed the Lord still commanded His people to Gather on a regional basis until the church had matured in numbers and spirituality:

D&C 105:24-26: “Talk not of judgments, neither boast of faith nor of mighty works, but carefully gather together, as much in one region as can be, consistently with the feelings of the people and behold, I will give unto you favour and grace in their eyes, that you may rest in peace and safety while you are saying unto the people: Execute judgment and justice for us according to law and redress us of our wrongs. Now, behold, I say unto you, my friends, in this way you may find favour in the eyes of the people, until the army of Israel becomes very great.” See also D&C 105:27-31; 58:45.
The Final Gathering of the Saints will be to One Place 
The Lord stated further in Section 29 that the final gathering in the Last Days will be to one place in preparation for the tribulations to come:

D&C 29:7-9: “And ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts. Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the father that they shall be gathered unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked. For the hour is nigh, and the day soon at hand when the earth is ripe; and all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that wickedness shall not be upon the earth.” 
The rest of Section 29 explains more about the destructions that will precede the Second Coming which will necessitate the gathering of the Lord’s people for their preservation. These destructions include “a great hailstorm sent forth to destroy the crops of the earth” (V 16) and “Flies…which shall take hold of the inhabitants thereof and shall eat their flesh….” (V 18)
To escape these devastating events The City of the New Jerusalem and surrounding cities are identified as the ‘one place’ of Zion to which the saints will gather for their safety and protection:
D&C 42:8-9: “And inasmuch as ye shall find them that will receive you ye shall build up my church in every region until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may Gathered in One, that ye may be my people and I will be your God” (see also D&C 42:35-36)
D&C 45:66: “And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the Saints of the Most High God.” 
Jeremiah testified of the need for the Children of Israel to gather as one that they might dwell safely:
Jeremiah 32:37-39: “Behold I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God: and I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, and of their children.” (See Ezekiel 28:25-26)
Jeremiah 30:10: “Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the Lord; neither be dismayed O Israel: for lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid.” 
It is after the Lord’s people are gathered as one people that the following prophecies of Isaiah concerning peace will be fulfilled:
Isaiah 60:18: “Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise.” 
Isaiah 54:13-14: “And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy children. In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.” 
It is through the Gathering to Zion that the Saints will be Preserved. 
Since the Saints of God will need a place of ‘refuge and safety’ as a means of preservation from the destructions of the last days the Lord asks the following question of His people: 
D&C 124:10: “For the day of my visitation cometh speedily, in an hour when ye think not of; and where shall be the safety of my people, and refuge for those who shall be left of them?” 
The answer is clear and unmistakable; only Zion will escape through obedience: 
D&C 97:22-25: “For behold, and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and who shall escape it? The Lord’s scourge shall pass over by night and by day, and the report thereof shall vex all people; yea, it shall not be stayed until the Lord come; for the indignation of the Lord is kindled against their abominations and all their wicked works. Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do all things whatsoever I have commanded her.” 
The Lord has warned His people that there will be no safety living amongst the wicked: 
D&C 45:65-69: “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you. And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God and the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion. And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety and there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” 
The Saints are to warn by both ‘word and flight’ that desolation will come upon the earth: 
D&C 63:32-37: “I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; And the saints shall hardly escape; nevertheless I the Lord am with them…Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion…and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.”    
Enoch saw in vision how the Saints of God in the last days would be preserved:
Moses 7:60-62 extracts: “And the heavens shall shake, and also the earth; and great tribulations shall be among the children of men but my people will I preserve and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” 

The Prophet Joseph Smith also testified that the gathering together of all the Saints would be the means of saving them temporally: 
“In addition to all temporal blessings, there is no other way for the saints to be saved in these last days, than by the gathering as the concurrent testimony of all the Holy Prophets clearly proves…. It is also the concurrent testimony of all the prophets, that this gathering together of all the saints, must take place before the Lord comes to ‘take vengeance upon the ungodly’, and ‘to be glorified and admired by all those who obey the Gospel’. The fiftieth psalm, from the first to the fifth verse inclusive, describes the glory and majesty of that event.” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Page 183
Joseph also testified that without Zion as a place of deliverance the Saints would fall:
“Take away the Book of Mormon and the revelations, and where is our religion? We have none; for without Zion, and a place of deliverance, we must fall, because the time is near when the sun shall be darkened, and the moon turn to blood, and the stars fall from heaven, and the earth reel to and fro. Then, if this is the case, and if we are not sanctified and gathered to the places God has appointed, with all our former professions and our great love for the bible, we must fall; we cannot stand; we cannot be saved; for God will gather out his saints from the Gentiles, and then comes desolation and destruction, and none can escape except the pure in heart who are gathered.” Ibid page 71
Inasmuch as the Lord has stated that no one knows ‘the day nor the hour’ (see D&C 133:11, D&C 49:7; Matthew 24:36) and that the promised ‘desolation of abomination’ will come as a ‘whirlwind (see D&C 63:6, 97:22, 112:24;) it behooves the saints to be prepared at the earliest opportunity.
The Church to be Built up in all Nations before the Gathering to Zion

The two-fold reason for the establishment of the church is explained in the revelation on the Priesthood in Section Eighty-Four of the Doctrine and Covenants. The House of Israel, the Lord’s people are first to be restored to the true fold of God and then they are to be gathered to Zion as one people. (numbers added)
D&C 84:2: “Yea, the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for (1) the Restoration of His people, as He has spoken by the mouth of His prophets, and (2) for the Gathering of His saints to stand upon mount Zion, which shall be the City of the New Jerusalem.” 
The church is first to be built up in all nations through regional gatherings and then the saints are to be strengthened and prepared for the future gathering to Zion the New Jerusalem as one people:  

D&C 45:64-66, 69: “The elders are to “(1)….call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me (2) and with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God. And there shall be Gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” 
D&C 101:74: “(1) And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel (2) they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion.” 
D&C 42:1, 8-9: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church…… (1).ye shall build up my church in every region-(2) until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may Gathered in One, that ye may be My people and I will be your God.” 
D&C 31:7-8: “(1) And I will establish a church by your hand; and (2) you shall strengthen them and prepare them against the time when they shall be gathered.” 
D&C 58:48-49: “And let them (1) build up churches, inasmuch as the inhabitants of the earth will repent. And let their (2) be an agent appointed by the voice of the church…to receive moneys to purchase lands in Zion.” 
The above scriptures correspond with the remarks of the Savior to the Nephites: 
3 Nephi 21:22-24: “But if they will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, (1) I will establish my church among them….and they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, (2) that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem.” 
All of the above scriptures teach in plainness and simplicity that the church is first to be established, strengthened, and built up in all regions. Then when the appointed time arrives the saints are to gather to establish Zion in preparation for the Second Coming. The first stage of this plan has found fulfillment in the establishment and building up of the church through wards and stakes supported by Temples in many nations of the Earth. The second stage of the Gathering to Zion the New Jerusalem will take place at the time of the Final Harvest.
Lost Israel is First to be Recovered-Restored.
Before the Gathering to Zion takes place The House of Israel is first restored or recovered to a knowledge of the Lord their God. 

D&C 84:2: “Yea, the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for the Restoration of His people, as He has spoken by the mouth of His prophets, and for the Gathering of His saints to stand upon mount Zion, which shall be the City of the New Jerusalem.” 
D&C 45:17: “For as ye have looked upon the long absence of your spirits from your bodies to be a bondage, I will show unto you how the day of redemption shall come, and also the restoration of the scattered Israel.”

2 Nephi 25:17: “And the Lord will set his hand again the second time to restore his people from their lost and fallen state. Wherefore, he will proceed to do a marvelous and a wonder among the children of men.”

2 Nephi 29:1: “But behold, there shall be many-at that day when I shall proceed to do a marvelous work among them, that I may remember my covenants which I have made unto the children of men, that I may set my hand again the second time to recover my people, which are of the house of Israel.”
2 Nephi 30:8: “And it shall come to pass that the Lord God shall commence his work among all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, to bring about the restoration of his people upon the earth.”

Jacob 6:2: And the day that he shall set his hand again the second time to recover his people, is the day, yea, even the last time, that the servants of the Lord shall go forth in his power, to nourish and prune his vineyard; and after that the end soon cometh.”
3 Nephi 5:25-26: “And as he hath covenanted with all the house of Jacob, even so shall the covenant wherewith he hath covenanted with the house of Jacob be fulfilled in his own due time, unto the restoring all the house of Jacob unto the knowledge of the covenant that he hath covenanted with them. And then shall they know their Redeemer, who is Jesus Christ, the Son of God; and then shall they be gathered in from the four quarters of the earth unto their own lands, from whence they have been dispersed; yea, as the Lord liveth so shall it be.” Amen.
Mormon 9:36: “And behold, these things which we have desired concerning our brethren, yea, even their restoration to the knowledge of Christ, are according to the prayers of all the saints who have dwelt in the land.”

The Pure in Heart who are not Gathered to Zion are considered Scattered.
D&C 101:17: “Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances…”
D&C 101:11-13: “Mine indignation is soon to be poured out without measure upon all nations; and this will I do when the cup of their iniquity is full. And in that day, all who are found upon the watch-tower, or in other words all mine Israel, shall be saved and they that have been scattered shall be gathered.” 
3 Nephi 21:23-24: “And they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem.” 
In Third Nephi Mormon explains how the Lord has made a covenant with His people first to restore them to knowledge of their God and establish them in the testimony of Jesus Christ which is the conversion stage. After which they will then be gathered to their appointed lands.

3 Nephi 5:23-26: “Yea and surely shall He again bring a remnant of the seed of Joseph to the knowledge of the Lord their God? And as surely as the Lord liveth, will He gather in from the four quarters of the earth all the remnant of the seed of Jacob, who are scattered upon all the face of the earth. And as He hath covenanted with all the House of Jacob, even so shall the covenant wherewith He hath covenanted be fulfilled in His own due time, unto the restoring all the House of Jacob unto the knowledge of the covenant that He hath covenanted with them. And then shall they know their Redeemer, who is Jesus Christ, the Son of God; And then shall they be gathered in from the four quarters of the earth unto their own lands, from whence they have been dispersed; yea, as the Lord liveth so shall it be. Amen 
The House of Israel are first to come unto the Savior in their scattered condition and then be gathered out from among the nations to the appointed land of inheritance: 

3 Nephi 21:27-29: “Yea, the work shall commence among all the dispersed of my people with the Father to prepare the way whereby they may come unto me, that they may call on the Father in my name. Yea, and then shall the work commence among all nations in preparing the way whereby His people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance. And they shall go out from all nations; and they shall not go out in haste, nor go by flight, for I will go before them, saith the Father, and I will be their rearward.” 
Jeremiah states that Israel in their scattered condition have not fully obeyed the voice of the Lord:

Jeremiah 3:13-14: “Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the Lord thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the Lord. Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I am married unto you: and I will take you one of a city and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion.” 
The Righteous Gentiles to be Numbered with the House of Israel

2 Nephi 10:18-19: “Wherefore, my beloved brethren, thus saith our God: I will afflict thy seed by the hand of the Gentiles; nevertheless, I will soften the hearts of the Gentiles, that they shall be like unto a father to them; Wherefore, the Gentiles shall be blessed and numbered among the house of Israel. 
Wherefore, I will consecrate this land unto thy seed, and them who shall be numbered among thy seed. Forever, for the land of their inheritance, for it is a choice land, saith the Lord God unto me, above all other lands, wherefore I will have all men that dwell thereon that they shall worship me, saith God.”
3 Nephi 30:2: “And come unto me, and be baptized in my name, that ye may receive a remission of your sins, and be filled with the Holy Ghost, that ye may be numbered with my people who are of the House of Israel.”

3 Nephi 21:22: “But if they  (the Gentiles) will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will establish my church among them, and they shall come in unto the covenant and be numbered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance.” See v23-24 above. 

3 Nephi 16:12-13: “And I will show unto thee, O house of Israel, that the Gentiles shall not have power over you; but I will remember my covenant unto you, O house of Israel, and ye shall come unto the knowledge of the fulness of my gospel. But if the Gentiles will repent and return unto me, saith the Father, behold they shall be numbered among my people, O house of Israel.”

The Gathering to Zion will take place from all Nations.
The saints will be gathered out from all nations where the church has been established to the City of the New Jerusalem and to the other cities in the surrounding areas:  

D&C 45: 66, 69, 71: “And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…... And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another…..And it shall come to pass that the righteous shall be gathered out from among all nations, and shall come to Zion, singing with songs of everlasting joy”. 
D&C 64:41-42: “For behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish, and the Glory of the Lord shall be upon her; and she shall be ensign unto the people, and there shall come unto her out of every nation under Heaven.” 
D&C 133:7, 12, 14: “Yea, verily I say unto you again, the time has come when the voice of the Lord is unto you: Go ye out of Babylon; gather ye out from among the nations, from the four winds, from one end of Heaven to the other…..Let them therefore who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion…. Go ye out from among the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon.” 
This is in fulfillment of prophecies recorded in the Old Testament. Moses declared that when Israel returned to the Lord and obeyed His voice, He would gather them together from all nations where they had been scattered:
Deuteronomy 30:1-5: “And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the blessing, and the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call to mind among all the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath driven thee. And shalt return unto the Lord thy God, and shalt obey His voice according to all that I command thee this day, thou, and thy children, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul; that when the Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath scattered thee. If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the Lord thy God gather thee, and from thence will He fetch thee. And the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed and thou shalt possess it…” 
Isaiah prophesied that the Gathering of Israel would take place from the ends of the earth:
Isaiah 43:5-6: “Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the East and gather thee from the West; I will say to the North, give up; and to the south, keep not back; bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth.” (see also Isaiah 11:10-12)
Isaiah records that the Gathering from the far-off nations will take place swiftly:
Isaiah 5:26-27: “And He will lift up an Ensign to the nations from far and will hiss unto them from the end of the earth; and behold they shall come with speed swiftly: None shall be weary nor stumble among them; none shall slumber nor sleep; neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed, nor the latchet of their shoes be broken.” 
The above prophesy of Isaiah could only be accomplished through the means of air travel. Jeremiah prophesied of the need for many missionaries to find the Children of Israel who will eventually be gathered from all of the lands to which they have been scattered: 

Jeremiah 16:14-16: “Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that it shall no more be said, The Lord liveth, that brought up the Children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; but the Lord liveth, that brought up the Children of Israel from the land of the North, and from all the lands whither he had driven them: and I will bring them again into their land that I gave unto their fathers. Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the Lord and they shall fish them; and after I will send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks. For mine eyes are upon all their ways….” (see also Ezekiel 34:12-14)
Enoch prophesied that the elect would be gathered from the four quarters of the earth to a place prepared, a Holy City:
Moses 7:62 extracts: “And righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City……”
The Prophet Joseph Smith after quoting the above scripture declared: “And now I ask how righteousness and truth are going to sweep the earth as with a flood? I will answer. Men and angels are to be co-workers in bringing to pass this great work, and Zion is to be prepared, even a New Jerusalem, for the elect that are to be gathered from the four quarters of the earth, and to be established an Holy City, for the Tabernacle of the Lord shall be with them.” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 84
The Prophet further stated: “In speaking of the Gathering, we mean to be understood as speaking of it according to scripture, the Gathering of the Elect of the Lord out of every nation on earth and bringing them to the place of the Lord of Hosts, when the City of Righteousness shall be built, and where the people shall be of one heart and one mind, when the Saviour comes; yea, where the people shall walk with God like Enoch, and be free from sin. The word of the Lord is precious; and when we read that the veil spread over all nations will be destroyed, and the pure in heart see God, and reign with Him a thousand years on earth, we want all honest men to have a chance to gather and build up a City of Righteousness….  Ibid. Page 93.
Israel will be Gathered mostly from the Gentile Nations

It is mostly from the Gentile Nations that the saints will be gathered to Zion: “Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion.” D&C 133:12 
It is important to understand that the great majority of converts will be made in what the scriptures term the ‘Gentile Nations’. These are countries which have had Christianity introduced to them previously as part of their preparation to receive the fulness of the Gospel message. The Gospel will be preached to all nations of the Gentiles before the time of the Gathering to Zion: 
“Send forth the elders of my church unto the nations which are afar off; unto the islands of the sea; send forth unto foreign lands; call upon the Gentiles, and then upon the Jews.” D&C 133:8 
See also D&C 107:33-35; 88:84; 19: 27; 112:4 
The Heathen nations for example India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Malaysia, China, and the Arab nations, Syria, Iraq, Iran, and Egypt etc are those nations whose main religion is not Christianity. There will be few converts from these nations even though their populations are great. The scriptures teach that the Heathen nations will mostly have their opportunity to receive the gospel after the Second Coming of Jesus Christ: 
D&C 45:54: “And then (that is after the Second Coming) shall the Heathen nations be redeemed, and they that knew no law shall have part in the first resurrection; and it shall be tolerable for them.” see also D&C 90:9-10; D&C 75:22
Jeremiah in Prophesy Rejoices that Israel will once again be Gathered to Zion:

Jeremiah 31:6-14: “For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the Lord our God. For thus saith the Lord, sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations: publish ye publish ye, and say, O Lord, save thy people, the remnant of Israel. Behold, I will bring them from the North Country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth, and with them the blind and the lame, the woman with child and her that travaileth with child together: a great company shall return thither. 
They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim my firstborn. For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that was stronger than he. Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion and shall flow together to the goodness of the Lord for wheat and for wine and for oil and for the young of the flock and of the herd and their soul shall be as a watered garden and they shall not sorrow any more at all. Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together: for I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow. And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness and my people shall be satisfied with my goodness saith the Lord.” (See also Ezekiel 11:16-21)
The Land of Missouri is the Appointed Land for the Gathering to Zion

The Doctrine and Covenants teaches that the Lord has appointed certain lands for the future Gathering of the Saints. Part of the great work of the Prophet Joseph Smith was to lay the foundation and bear testimony of where the City of Zion is to stand as a place of safety and refuge:
D&C 58:5-7: “Remember this, which I tell you before, that you may lay it to heart, and receive that which is to follow. Behold, verily I say unto , for this cause I have sent you-that you might be obedient, and that your hearts might be prepared to bear testimony of the things which are to come; and also that you might be honored in laying the foundation, and in bearing record of the land upon which the Zion of God shall stand.” 
At the June 1831 conference in Kirtland the Lord declared Missouri to be the land of inheritance for the saints: 
D&C 52:2; 42: “I the Lord, will make known unto you what I will that ye shall do from this time until the next conference, which shall be in Missouri, upon the land which I will consecrate unto my people, which are a remnant of Jacob, and those who are heirs according to the covenant……… And thus, even as I have said, if ye are faithful ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies.”  
Upon arrival at Jackson County, Missouri, in July 1831 the Prophet inquired of the Lord: 

“When will Zion be built up in her glory, and where will thy Temple stand unto which all nations shall come in the last days?” (See heading to section 57). Subsequently Joseph received this revelation, detailing the exact location of the City of Zion: 
D&C 57:1-4: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, who have assembled yourselves together, according to my commandments, in this land, which is the land of Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the Gathering of the Saints. Wherefore, this is the Land of Promise, and the place for the City of Zion. And thus saith the Lord your God, if you will receive wisdom here is wisdom. Behold, the place which is now called Independence is the centre place; and a spot for the temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not far from the courthouse. Wherefore it is wisdom that the land should be purchased by the saints… that they may obtain it for an everlasting inheritance”.
The Lord further indicated in a revelation in September 1832 that the building of the New Jerusalem would commence with the majestic Temple complex: 
D&C 84:2-4: “Yea, the word of the Lord concerning his church, established in the last days for the restoration of his people, as he has spoken by the mouth of his prophets, and for the gathering of his saints to stand upon Mount Zion, which shall be the City of New Jerusalem, which City shall be built, beginning at the Temple Lot, which is appointed by the finger of the Lord in the Western boundaries of the State of Missouri, and dedicated by the hand of Joseph smith, Jun.…Verily this is the word of the Lord, that the city New Jerusalem shall be built by the gathering of the saints, beginning at this place even the place of the Temple, which Temple shall be reared in this generation.” 
The church in its infancy had insufficient strength to establish Zion in the time of the Prophet Joseph Smith but the saints were to bear testimony and lay the foundation for the future. For a detailed historical narrative of the events that took place including the expulsion of the saints from Missouri a study of the book “Refiner’s Fire” by Alvin R. Dyer is recommended.
The Lord reaffirmed that Missouri would remain the designated place for the future inheritance and gathering of the saints: 
D&C 101:16-20: “Therefore, let your hearts be comforted concerning Zion; for all flesh is in mine hands; be still and know that I am God. Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion—And behold, there is none other place appointed than that which I have appointed; neither shall there be any other place appointed than that which I have appointed, for the work of the gathering of my saints.” (See D&C 64:30-32, D&C 103:11-13.)
The elders were exhorted to wait for the Redemption of Zion until the church had received strength and maturity. This included the necessity for the saints to receive the Temple ordinances as part of their preparation.
D&C 105:9-13: “Therefore, in consequence of the transgressions of my people, it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season for the redemption of Zion-that they themselves may be prepared, and that my people may be taught more perfectly, and  have experience, and know more perfectly concerning their duty, and the things I require at their hands. And this cannot be brought to pass until mine elders are endowed with power from on high. For behold, I have prepared a great endowment and blessing to be poured out upon them, inasmuch as they are faithful and continue in humility before me. Therefore, it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season, for the redemption of Zion.” see also v 31, 37
The Lord further elaborated that He required two key elements before the Redemption of Zion: 
D&C 105:31: “…. But first let my army become very great, and let it be sanctified before me” 

The number of faithful priesthood holders which now make up the Lord’s army throughout the earth is indeed now very great. But numbers alone are not sufficient in the Lord’s eyes. He also requires His people to become sanctified through righteousness and obedience to every ordinance of the Gospel. The influence of being in the House of the Lord and receiving the sacred covenants and ordinances therein is essential in this sanctification process. 
When the time for the Gathering to Zion arrives, the Lord will help to prepare the way for His people
D&C 105:15: “Behold, the destroyer I have sent forth to destroy and lay waste mine enemies; and not many years hence they shall not be left to pollute mine heritage, and to blaspheme my name upon the lands which I have consecrated for the gathering together of my Saints.” 
Ezekiel records that when the people are gathered, they will be sanctified before the nations:
Ezekiel 39:27-29: “When I have brought them again from the people, and gathered them out of their enemies lands, and am sanctified in them in the sight of many nations; then shall they know that I am the Lord their God, which caused them to be led into captivity among the heathen: but I have gathered them unto their own land, and have left none of them any more there. Neither will I hide my face any more from them: for I have poured out my Spirit upon the House of Israel, saith the Lord God.”
Additional Cities or Stakes will also be Appointed in the ‘Regions Round About’ the New Jerusalem for the Gathering
When the time arrives for the gathering of the members from throughout the world there will be insufficient room in the City of the New Jerusalem. There will be a need for additional Cities or Stakes of Zion appointed in the regions round about the New Jerusalem. These Stakes of Zion will act as a shield and strength to the New Jerusalem and in this way, Zion will be extended to the surrounding areas:
D&C 101:21: “Until the day cometh when there is found no more room which I will appoint unto them, and they shall be called stakes, for the curtains or strength of Zion” 
These additional Cities of Zion will be appointed in the same general area:
D&C 101:69-71: “And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things which saith, or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my saints; all the land which can be purchased in Jackson county, and the counties round about, and leave the residue in mine hand.” 
D&C 105:28: “…To fulfill that which I have commanded concerning the purchasing of all the lands in Jackson County that can be purchased, and in the adjoining counties round about.” 
D&C 115:17-18: “And again, verily I say unto you, it is my will that the City of Far West should be built up speedily by the gathering of the saints; and also that other places should be appointed for stakes in the regions round about, as they shall be manifested unto my servant Joseph from time to time.” 
These Cities or Stakes of Zion will each have their own Temple, abide by the United Order, have a similar population, a storehouse, and in every way be just as much Zion as the centre place. The Lord frequently uses the term “Zion or her Stakes” to indicate the same laws and blessings apply to both. See D&C 68:26; D&C 124:36; D&C 115:6; D&C 119:6-7; D&C 109:39
The borders of Zion will extend outwards from the New Jerusalem until all the saints are gathered as one people and one nation.

D&C 133:9:  “And behold, and lo, this shall be their cry, and the voice of the Lord unto all people: Go ye forth unto the Land of Zion, that the borders of my people may be enlarged, and that her stakes may be strengthened, and that Zion may go forth unto the regions round about.”  
D&C 82:14: “For Zion must increase in beauty, and in holiness; her borders must be enlarged; her stakes must be strengthened; yea verily I say unto you, Zion must arise and put on her beautiful garments.”   

Comparing Zion to a tent, Isaiah explained how Zion would be enlarged: 
Isaiah 54:2-3: “Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes; for thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.” See also 3 Nephi 22: 2-3, and the chapter heading.
In this imagery the centre pole holding up the canvas of the tent is the Central City of Zion the New Jerusalem, and then Zion is further extended and strengthened on every side by stakes (pegs), fastened firmly in the ground. 
In explanation of this scripture President Joseph Fielding Smith wrote: 
“Now the Lord revealed that Zion was to be built and surrounding her would be the stakes helping to bind and keep her in place.” Church History and Modern Revelation, 1:322
The Prophet Joseph prayed that the final judgments would not fall upon the cities of the world until the righteous had been gathered out to Zion and her stakes:

D&C 109:39: “…that they may gather out of that city the righteous, that they may come forth to Zion or to her stakes, the places of thine appointment, with songs of everlasting joy and until this is accomplished, let not thy judgments fall upon that city.” 

The Gathering to Zion and her Stakes will be for a Defense and Refuge from the Destructions to come: 

D&C 115:6: “And that the gathering together upon the land of Zion and upon her stakes, may be for a defense, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth.” 

Zion extending out from the centre through these additional Cities or Stakes of Zion in an unbroken link constitutes the “one place” to which the saints will be commanded to gather:  
D&C 29:8: “Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of this land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.” 
Simply stated, a scriptural Stake of Zion is a City of God where the pure in heart dwell, living by the Celestial Law of Consecration. These Stakes of Zion will be located in the appointed places in close proximity to support the Central City of Zion. 
Stakes as they are organized by the Church today are part of the general framework of the church. This framework starts in an area with small branches and districts operating a limited, flexible programme. As the church develops further and there is sufficient Priesthood to operate the full programme of the church, wards and stakes are organized. This indicates that the local membership in that area has sufficient strength to stand independent in Priesthood leadership without the aid of a Mission President. Modern day stakes are part of the building up and strengthening of the Church in preparation for the future gathering to Zion and Her Stakes.
The Gathering to Zion will take place at the Time of the Final Harvest in Fulfillment of the Parable of the Wheat and Tares
The time will come when the earth will be cleansed from wickedness in preparation for the Millennium reign of the Son of God:
D&C 29:9: “For the hour is nigh and the day soon at hand when the earth is ripe; and all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble and I will burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that wickedness shall not be upon the earth.” 
When the earth is fully ripe in wickedness and awaiting destruction the righteous will first be gathered out in fulfillment of the parable of the Wheat and Tares:

D&C 86:7: “Therefore, let the wheat and the tares grow together until the harvest is fully ripe; then ye shall first gather out the wheat from among the tares, and after the gathering of the wheat, behold and lo, the tares are bound in bundles and the field remaineth to be burned.” 
See also 2 Nephi 30:10; Matthew 13:24-30; Matthew 13:29 JST. 
D&C 101:64-74 explains where the ‘Wheat’ will be gathered when the time of harvest arrives
“That the work of the gathering together of my saints may continue, that I may be build them up unto my name upon the holy places; for the time of harvest is come, and my word must needs be fulfilled. Therefore, I must gather together my people, according to the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares that the wheat may be secured in the garners to possess eternal life and be crowned with Celestial Glory…. while the tares shall be bound in bundles and their bands made strong, that they may be burned with unquenchable fire. 
Therefore, a commandment I give unto all the churches that they shall continue to gather together unto the places which I have appointed. Nevertheless, as I have said unto you in a former commandment (See D&C 63:24-36) …. let all things be prepared before you. And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things-Which saith or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my saints. All the land which can be purchased in Jackson County and the counties round about and leave the residue in mine hand. 
Now verily I say unto you, let all the churches gather together all their moneys; let these things be done in their time, but not in haste; and observe to have all things prepared before you And let honorable men be appointed, even wise men and send them to purchase the lands. And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel, they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion” 
This revelation states that the Land of Zion is the place where the wheat will be gathered and secured. When the churches are ‘built up’ they are to purchase the designated lands and then gather upon them to live the Law of Consecration and establish a Zion community. 
When the Law of Consecration is established any surplus funds accumulated will be placed in the storehouse and used for additional purchases of property to assist in the gathering process:

D&C 42:34-36 extracts: “Therefore the residue shall be kept in my storehouse….for the purpose of purchasing lands for the public benefit of the church, and building houses of worship, and building up of the New Jerusalem which is hereafter to be revealed-that my covenant people may be gathered in one in that day when I shall come to my Temple. And this I do for the salvation of my people.” 
Today the Latter-Day Saints are being “commanded to tarry” (D&C 133:4), while the church is being built up in all nations which accept the missionaries. Eventually when the harvest is fully ripe the call will come for the saints to purchase the sacred land and Gather to Zion in preparation for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. This call to Gather to Zion is majestically recorded in the appendix to the Doctrine and Covenants: 
D&C 133:4-9 extracts only: “Wherefore, prepare ye, prepare ye, O my people; sanctify yourselves; gather ye together, O ye people of my church, upon the land of Zion…... Go ye out from Babylon, be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord…. Yea, verily I say unto you again, the time has come when the voice of the Lord is unto you: Go ye out of Babylon; gather ye out from among the nations, from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other…. And behold, and lo, this shall be their cry, and the voice of the Lord unto all people: Go ye forth unto the land of Zion, that the borders of my people may be enlarged, and that her stakes may be strengthened, and that Zion may go forth unto the regions round about.” 

The Parable of the Ten Virgins--Where the Marriage Will Take Place
In the parable of the wise and foolish virgins (Matt 25:1-13), the Lord explains the need for preparation “for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man cometh” (v13). As the Bridegroom tarried all the virgins slumbered and slept (v5). Then the scripture records:
Matthew 25:6-7: “At midnight, there was a cry made, ‘Behold the Bridegroom Cometh’; go ye out to meet Him. Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps” 

All the virgins represent members of the church in their different state of preparedness. The question may be asked when the cry is made where do the wise virgins go to meet the Bridegroom. Where is the marriage to take place? The scriptures state:
D&C 63:54: “Until that hour (midnight) there will be foolish virgins among the wise; and at that hour cometh an entire separation of the righteous and the wicked.” 
Again the question may be asked: where are the righteous virgins separated to? The answer is clearly given in the scriptures:

D&C 133:10-14, 19: “Yea let the cry go forth among all people: Awake and arise and go forth to meet the Bridegroom: behold and lo the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Prepare yourselves for the great day of the Lord. Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour. Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion. And let them who be of Judah flee unto Jerusalem, unto the mountains of the Lord’s house. Go ye out from among the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon…. Wherefore, prepare ye for the coming of the Bridegroom; go ye, go ye out to meet Him.” 
The Time of the Final Harvest will take place when the Fullness of Iniquity is reached which in turn will bring forth the Wrath of God

The gathering will take place when the harvest is fully ripe. One of the indications that the time for the final harvest has arrived will be when the world reaches the ‘Fullness of Iniquity.’ 
D&C 101:11-13: “Mine indignation is soon to be poured out without measure upon all nations; and this will I do when the cup of their iniquity is full. And in that day, all who are found upon the watchtower, or in other words all mine Israel, shall be saved and they that have been scattered shall be gathered.” See D&C 103:2-3
As the world, unaware of Satanic designs, degenerates into a state of prevailing wickedness, (See 2nd Tim 3:1-7, Mormon 8:31, D&C 84:49-51, D&C 33:4.) it reaches a point of no return. This eventually brings forth the indignation and wrath of Almighty God: 
D&C 29:17: “And it shall come to pass, because of the wickedness of the world, that I will take vengeance upon the wicked, for they will not repent; for the cup of mine indignation is full; for behold, my blood shall not cleanse them if they hear me not.”
D&C 43:26: “Behold, the day has come, when the cup of the wrath of mine indignation is full.”
D&C 56:1: “Hearken, o ye people who profess my name, saith the Lord your God; for behold, mine anger is kindled against the rebellious, and they shall know mine arm and mine indignation, in the day of visitation and of wrath upon the nations.” 
D&C 87:6: “And thus, with the sword and by bloodshed the inhabitants of the earth shall mourn and with famine, and plague, and earthquake, and the thunder of heaven, and the fierce and vivid lightning also, shall the inhabitants of the earth be made to feel the wrath, and indignation, and chastening hand of an Almighty God, until the consumption decreed hath made a full end of all nations.” 
D&C 112:24: “Behold, vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, a day of wrath, a day of burning, a day of desolation of weeping, of mourning, and of lamentation; and as a whirlwind it shall come upon all the face of the earth, saith the Lord.” 
The need to gather to a place of safety before the judgments of God are poured out was foretold by the Prophets of old:
Zephaniah 2:1-3: “Gather yourselves together, yea gather together; O nation not desired. Before the decree bring forth, before the day passes as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you, before the day of the Lord’s anger come upon you. Seek ye the Lord, all the meek of the earth, which have wrought His judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.” See also Zephaniah 1:14-18; Zephaniah 3:19-20.
Concerning the fate of the land of America Moroni records: 
Ether 2:9-10 extracts: “And now, we can behold the decrees of God concerning this land, that it is a land of promise; and whatsoever nation shall possess it shall serve God, or they shall be swept off when the fullness of His wrath shall come upon them. And the fullness of His wrath cometh upon them when they are ripened in iniquity……for it is an everlasting decree of God. And it is not until the fullness of iniquity among the children of the land, that they are swept off” 
When the ‘Fulness of Iniquity’ is reached the indignation and wrath of God will be poured out upon the nations and there will be desolation and destruction not witnessed before. This ‘desolation of abomination’ will bring sorrow and anguish to the people of the earth. Such will be the carnage and widespread destruction that the Lord states: “I will not spare any that remain in Babylon”. D&C 64:24  
Even the Latter-Day Saints are warned that unless they keep the specific commandments the Lord has given to them for their preparation “But few shall stand to receive an inheritance” D&C 63:31
Both President Hinckley and President Packer have both warned that conditions in the world are now just as bad as Sodom and Gomorrah. President Hinckley said:
“No one need tell you that we are living in a very difficult season in the history of the world. Standards are dropping everywhere. Nothing seems to be sacred anymore. As President Faust has indicated, the family appears to be falling apart. The traditional family is under heavy attack. I do not know that things were worse in the times of Sodom and Gomorrah. At that season Abraham bargained with the Lord to save these cities for the sake of the righteous. Notwithstanding his pleas, things were so bad that Jehovah decreed their destruction. They and their wicked inhabitants were annihilated. We see similar conditions today. They prevail all across the world. I think our Father must weep as He looks down upon His wayward sons and daughters”. Worldwide Leadership Meeting 10 Jan 2004.

It is well recorded what happened to Sodom and Gomorrah! President Boyd K Packer said:
“I know of nothing in the history of the church or in the history of the world to compare with our present circumstances. Nothing happened in Sodom and Gomorrah which exceeds in wickedness and depravity that which surrounds us now…..Words of profanity, vulgarity, and blasphemy are heard everywhere. Unspeakable wickedness and perversion were once hid in dark places; now they are in the open, even accorded legal protection.

At Sodom and Gomorrah these things were localised. Now they are spread across the world, and they are among us…..The world is spiralling downward at an ever-quickening pace. I am sorry to tell you that it will not get better…. Surely you can see what the adversary is about. The first line of defence, the home, is crumbling”.  C.E.S meeting recorded in the Church News week ending 14 Feb 2004

There is a prophecy in the Doctrine and Covenants that speaks of the extent to which society will descend in wickedness until the peace of the saints is threatened: 
D&C 45 68: “And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety.” 

The Gathering is to Prepare for that which is to come:

D&C 125:2: “Verily, thus saith the Lord, I say unto you, if those who call themselves by my name and are essaying to be my saints, if they will do my will and keep my commandments concerning them, let them gather themselves together unto the places which I shall appoint unto them by my servant Joseph, and build up cities unto my name, that they may be prepared for that which is in store for a time to come.”
As the world progressively declines in wickedness towards the ‘Fullness of Iniquity’, it becomes an unfit habitation for the ‘pure in heart’. With evil on every side forming an integral part of the various forms of media communication, it becomes an increasingly difficult situation for families of the saints to preserve their worthiness and integrity. Crime of every description increases, and many become victims of its abuse. Even the places where we send children, for learning and training, also become sources of evil and corruption with false teachings, drugs, swearing, violence, and immorality prevalent. Indeed the devil’s design is to surround the saints with evil. 
D&C 76:29: “Wherefore, he maketh war with the saints of God, and encompasseth them round about”. (See D&C 82:5; D&C 38:11; D&C 33:4) 
This spiritual wickedness or ‘Babylon’ as it is called puts the saints in a spiritual form of bondage, due to its pervasive influence (See D&C 103: 17, 84:49-50; 133:14.) There comes a need for the saints to be released from this bondage of wickedness like ancient Israel from the Egyptians. (Exo 6:5-8) 
The Lord’s People are Commanded to Gather out from the Bondage of Babylon and become a Separate and Distinct people
The following scriptures testify that the saints will need to come out from the wickedness of Babylon to be prepared for the destructions to come: 
Revelations 18:4-5: “And I heard another voice from Heaven saying, ‘Come out of her my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues, for her sins have reached into Heaven, and God hath remembered her’” 
D&C 38:42: “And go ye out from among the wicked. Save yourselves. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord.” (see D&C 38:31)
D&C 133:7, 14: “Go ye out from among them the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon.” (See all D&C 133:4-15)
D&C 43:19: “Behold the Great Day of the Lord is nigh at hand…the Heavens shall shake, and the earth shall tremble…. wherefore gird up your loins lest ye be found among the wicked” see D&C 36:6

2 Nephi 30:10: “For the time speedily cometh that the Lord God shall cause a great division among the people, and the wicked will He destroy; and He will spare his people, yea, even if it so be that He must destroy the wicked by fire” (see D&C 63:54 and D&C 63:32-37)
Jeremiah 51:6-10 extracts: “Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul; be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the time of the Lord’s vengeance; He will render unto her recompense….the nations have drunken of her wine; therefore the nations are mad. Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed…let us declare in Zion the work of the Lord our God.” 
Isaiah 48:20: “Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it even to the end of the earth; say ye, the Lord hath redeemed His servant Jacob” 
Isaiah 52:11-12: “Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord. For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight: for the Lord will go before you; and the God of Israel will be your rearward.” 
Zechariah 2:7 “Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon” 
2 Corinthians 6:14, 17-18: “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness? Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters…”
Elder John Taylor in his book ‘The Government of God’ explained that the Saints would need to come out of Babylon and Gather to Zion before the destructions occurred: 
“Before the Lord destroyed the old world, he directed Noah to build an ark; before the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed, he told Lot to “flee to the mountains”; before Jerusalem was destroyed, Jesus gave His disciples warning, and told them to “flee out of it;” and before the destruction of the world a message is sent; after this, the nations will be judged……..The testimony of God is first to be made known, the standard is to be raised, the Gospel of the Kingdom is to be preached to all nations, the world is to be warned, and then comes the troubles. The whole world is in confusion, morally, politically, and religiously; but a voice was to be heard, “Come out of her, my people, that you partake not of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues” The Government of God page 101

President Taylor also received the following revelation: “I the Lord will deliver my saints from the dominion of the wicked in mine own due time and way. I cannot deny my word, neither in blessings or judgment” Revelation to John Taylor recorded in “My Kingdom shall go forth” page 58

Preservation of the Lord’s People in the Past through the Principle of Gathering

It is through the Principle of Gathering and Separation from the Wicked that the Lord has Preserved His People in Past Dispensations. 

The Righteous Nephites were Gathered Prior to the Destructions 
Prior to the Saviours Appearance on the American continent the Nephites they were first gathered out to the land of Bountiful to be spared from the impending destructions. The Lord declared:
3 Nephi 10:6: “O ye house of Israel whom I have spared, how oft will I gather you as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, if ye will repent and return unto me with full purpose of heart.” 
3 Nephi 10:12: “And it was the more righteous part of the people who were saved, and it was they who received the prophets and stoned them not” 
In the great cities that were destroyed there were no righteous left:
3 Nephi 9:11-12: “And because they did cast them all out, that there were none righteous among them, I did send down fire and destroy them, that there wickedness and abominations might be hid from before my face …And many great destructions have I caused to come upon this land and upon this people, because of their wickedness and their abominations.” 
How would the righteous have been spared if they had lived in the following cities? 
3 Nephi 8:8-10: “And the city of Zarahemlah did take fire. And the city of Moroni did sink into the depths of the sea and the inhabitants thereof were drowned. And the earth was carried up upon the city of Moronihah that in the place of the city there became a great mountain.” See also 3 Nephi 9:3-10
3 Nephi 8:14: “And many great and notable cities were sunk, and many were burned, and many were shaken till the buildings thereof had fallen to the earth, and the inhabitants thereof were slain, and the places were left desolate.” 
The righteous were first gathered out from these cities to the Land of Bountiful. The Saviour appeared to them in the area round about the Temple:
3 Nephi 11:1: “And it came to pass that there were a great multitude gathered together, of the people of Nephi, round about the Temple which was in the land Bountiful; and they were marvelling and wondering one with another, and were showing one to another the great and marvelous change which had taken place.” (See also 3 Nephi 3:22-24)

The Early Saints in Jerusalem were Gathered to a Place called Pella

The Lord warned His disciples of the impending destruction of Jerusalem and explained how they could be preserved by separating themselves from the wicked: 
J.S.T Matthew 24:12-15, 18: “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, then you shall stand in the Holy Place. Then let them who are in Judea flee unto the mountains; Let him who is on the housetop flee, and not return to take any thing out of his house: Neither let him who is in the field return back to take his clothes…For then, in those days, shall be great tribulation on the Jews, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem…” 
An article in the Ensign explains in detail how the Lord’s people were preserved by heeding the above warning of the Lord. In A D. 70 more than 1,100,000 Jews perished and nearly 100,000 were taken captive by the Roman legions. (See the June 1989 Ensign Page 48/49) The members of the Lord’s Church however carefully watched for the signs and then followed the Saviors’ admonition to immediately flee Jerusalem when the predicted signs occurred. They obeyed the warning and separated themselves from the wicked by fleeing Jerusalem to a town called Pella in A.D. 66 before the major onslaught occurred. 

Eusebius wrote: “The whole body, however of the church at Jerusalem, having been commanded by a divine revelation, given to men of approved piety there before the war, removed from the city, and dwelt at a certain town beyond the Jordan, called Pella.”
Epiphanies also attested to the Christian escape, according to the Bible scholar Adam Clarke. The latter wrote:  “It is very remarkable that not a single Christian perished in the destruction of Jerusalem, though there were many there when Cestius Gallus invested the city; and had he persevered in the siege, he would soon have rendered himself master of it; but, when he unexpectedly and unaccountably raised the siege, the Christians took that opportunity to escape.”
Again the righteous saints had to separate themselves and gather out before the ‘desolation of abomination’ took place 
The Righteous in Enoch’s Day were Gathered to the City of Zion

Enoch was called to preach repentance due to the wickedness of the people. They had reached the fullness of iniquity and would soon face the wrath of God: 
Moses 6:27: “And he heard a voice from Heaven, saying: ‘Enoch, my son, prophesy unto this people, and say unto them-repent, for thus saith the Lord: I am angry with this people, and my fierce anger is kindled against them; for their hearts have waxed hard, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes cannot see afar off.’” (See all chapter six and seven for more details)
Enoch prophesied of devastating wars and destructions: 
Moses 7:7: “And the Lord said unto me: Prophesy; and I prophesied, saying: ‘Behold the people of Canaan, which are numerous, shall go forth in battle array against the people of Shum, and shall slay them that they shall be utterly destroyed……and the land shall be barren and unfruitful.” 

Moses: 7:9-10: “And it came to pass that the Lord said unto me: ‘Look; and I beheld the land of Sharon, and the land of Enoch, and the land of Omner, and the land of Heni, and the land of Shem, and the land of…..And the Lord said unto me: Go to this people and say unto them- Repent, lest I come out and smite them with a curse, and they die.”  
Enoch made converts and there was a separation between the people. The righteous separated themselves from the wicked. They created their own righteous society and gathered out to a City of Holiness which they called Zion. In this way, they were preserved from the threatened destructions: 
Moses 7:13-20 extracts: “And so great was the faith of Enoch that he led the people of God, and their enemies came to battle against them….….And there went forth a curse upon all people that fought against God; and from that forth there were wars and bloodshed among them; but the Lord came and dwelt with His people, and they dwelt in righteousness. The fear of the Lord was upon all nations, so great was the glory of the Lord, which was upon His people. And the Lord blessed the land, and they were blessed upon the mountains, and upon the high places, and did flourish. And the Lord called His people Zion, because they were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them…..And it came to pass in his days, that he built a city that was called the City of Holiness, even Zion……the Lord said unto Enoch: Zion have I blessed, but the residue of the people have I cursed”  
Eventually Zion was taken into Heaven but the rest in that area suffered the wrath of God in the form of a devastating flood: 
Moses: 7:34: “And the fire of mine indignation is kindled against them; and in my hot displeasure will I send in the floods upon them, for my fierce anger is kindled against them” 
In the day when the ‘Fullness of Iniquity’ is reached the wrath of God will descend upon the wicked and the earth will be destroyed as if by fire. The only way for the saints to be preserved will be for them to gather out from the wicked and like Enoch build a City of Holiness even Zion.
The House of Israel at the time of Moses needed to Separate themselves from the Wickedness of the Nations that encompassed them: 
Leviticus 20:24, 26: “Ye shall inherit their land, and I will give it unto you to possess it, a land which floweth with milk and honey. I am the Lord your God, which have separated you from other people. And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the Lord am holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye should be mine.” 
Exodus 33:16: “For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight- Is it not in that thou goest with us? So shall we be separated I, and thy people, from all the people that are upon the face of the earth.” 

1 Kings 8:53: “For thou didst separate them from among all the people of the earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou spakest by the hand of Moses thy servant” 
The Lord separated the House of Israel because of the abominations of the nations in their vicinity:

Leviticus 18:22, 24-25: “Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it [is] an abomination… Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you: And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants.” 
Lot and his family were also told to separate themselves from the wickedness of the city of Sodom:
Gen 19:12-14: “And the men said unto Lot, ‘Hast thou here any besides? Sons in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place; for we will destroy this place because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the lord; and the lord hath sent us to destroy it. And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters and said, up, get you out of this place; for the Lord will destroy this city.” 
Lot was warned to depart “lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city”. He and some members of his family were withdrawn from the city which was then destroyed. (See Gen 19:24-25)

There are Two Final Gathering Places in the Last Days-The Old and the New Jerusalem
The scriptures teach that there will be two main gathering places for the House of Israel in the Last Days:  Zion the New Jerusalem and the Old Jerusalem
D&C 133:12-13: “Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion. And let them who be of Judah flee unto Jerusalem, unto the mountains of the Lord’s house”. 
This study has dealt with the Gathering to the City of the New Jerusalem and surrounding areas. However, the City of the Old Jerusalem in the Land of Israel is already playing a significant part as a gathering place for the tribe of Judah.
D&C 42:24-25: “And this I have told you concerning Jerusalem; and when that day shall come, shall a remnant be scattered among all nations; but they shall be gathered again but they shall remain until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 
3 Nephi 20:29: “And I will remember the covenant which I have made with my people; and I have covenanted with them that I would gather them together in mine own due time, that I would give unto them again the land of their fathers for their inheritance, which is the land of Jerusalem, which is the promised land unto them forever, saith the Father.” See also D&C 45:41-43; 77:15; Micah 4:1-2; Isaiah 52:8-10; Ether 13:5-8.
The April 1981 General Conference talk by President Marion G. Romney titled “The Restoration of Israel to the Lands of their Inheritance.” is excellent on the subject of the Gathering of the Jews. 

Charles W. Penrose a counselor in the First Presidency in his article ‘The Second Advent’ stated:
“We may consider the inhabitants of the earth at the time immediately preceding the Coming of Christ under Three General Headings:
First: the Saints of God gathered in one place on the Western Continent called Zion, busily preparing for His appearance in their midst as their Redeemer who had shed His blood for their salvation, now coming to reign over them and to reward them for their labors in establishing his government.
Second: the Jews gathered to Jerusalem and also expecting the Messiah, but not believing that Jesus of Nazareth was the Son of God, and being in danger of destruction from their Gentile enemies.
Third: the corrupt nations and kingdoms of men who, rejecting the light of the Gospel, are unprepared for the Lord’s advent and are almost ripe for destruction.
The Latter-day Saints' Millennial Star September 10, 1859, pp. 581-584

Elder James E Talmage after quoting the following scriptures 3 Nephi 21:22-28; D&C 29:2, 7-8; 133:4, 7 (Also refers the reader to D&C 31:8; 38:31; 45:25; 77:14; 84:2) stated:
“It is evident that the Plan of Gathering comprises:

1. Assembling in the land of Zion of the people of Israel from the nations of the earth

2. Return of the Jews to Jerusalem
3. Restoration of the lost tribes

As quoted in the Book “Articles of Faith” by James E. Talmage page 336-337 
The Prophet Joseph Smith stated: 
“By it (the Book of Mormon) we learn that our Western tribes of Indians are descendents from that Joseph who was sold into Egypt, and that the land of America is a promised land unto them, and unto it all the tribes of Israel will come with as many Gentiles as shall comply with the requisitions of the new covenant. But the tribe of Judah will return to the old Jerusalem.
The City of Zion spoken of by David, in the one hundred and second psalms, will be built upon the land of America, “And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads.”(Isaiah 35:10); and then they will be delivered from the overflowing scourge that shall pass through the land. But Judah shall obtain deliverance at Jerusalem. These are the testimonies that the good Shepherd will put forth His own sheep and lead them out from all nations where they have been scattered in a cloudy and dark day, to Zion, and to Jerusalem; besides many more testimonies which might be bought.” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 17
The Saints are to Stand in the Holy Places of the Old and New Jerusalem
See the study What is the True Meaning of ‘Stand in Holy Places’
The New Jerusalem with its adjoining Cities of Zion and the Old Jerusalem constitute the ‘Holy Places’ to which the Lord commands His people to gather together and stand in preparation for His Second Coming:

D&C 101:22-23: “Behold it is my will, that all they who call on my name, and worship me according to mine everlasting gospel, should gather together, and stand in Holy Places; and prepare for the revelation to come, when the veil of the covering of my temple, in my tabernacle, which hideth the earth, shall be taken off, and all flesh shall se me together” see v 64 see D&C 115:7
D&C 45:31-32: “And there shall be men standing in that generation that shall not pass until they shall see an overflowing scourge; for a desolating sickness shall cover the land. But my disciples shall stand in Holy Places and shall not be moved; but among the wicked, men shall lift up their voices and curse God and die.” see D&C 87:6-8
The above scripture in D&C 45 has reference to the Holy Place of the Old Jerusalem D&C 45:41-42 and the New Jerusalem D&C 45:64-71
D&C 101:64: “That the work of the gathering together of my saints may continue, that I may be build them up unto my name upon the Holy Places; for the time of harvest is come…” (D&C 101:65-75)
What is being Referred to when Speaking of the Gathering of the Jews?
When speaking of the gathering of the Jews what is being referred to? Is it to be established in many nations; assembling in synagogues and conferences with those of the same beliefs; occasionally enjoying the company of other Jews in a variety of activities, working in the world at large under Gentile governments; seeking prosperity like other people; striving to educate and establish a good culture; building strong families based on Jewish values and traditions; encouraging family members to marry other Jews? No-The Jewish people refer to this as being scattered in the Diaspora.
Or is the gathering of the Jews accomplished by them leaving their homeland nations, often at great sacrifice, to gather as one people to become part of the nation of Israel with Jerusalem as their capital city? In this society the Jews are predominant in every aspect of social and religious life with their own political leaders and their own religious values well established. The Jewish people refer to this as the gathering prophesied in the scriptures. 
Many members of the church who are today scattered throughout the world are in the same situation as the Jews in the diaspora.
The Savior spoke of the Gathering of the Jews to the Nephites:
3 Nephi 20:29: “And I will remember the covenant which I have made with my people; and I have covenanted with them that I would gather them together in mine own due time, that I would give unto them again the land of their fathers for their inheritance, which is the land of Jerusalem, which is the promised land unto them forever, saith the Father.” 
Today the Jewish people are literally gathering to Israel in fulfillment of prophesy. They are not yet converted to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, but this will happen at a later date:
D&C 77:15: “A. They are two prophets that are to be raised up to the Jewish nation in the last days, at the time of the restoration, and to prophesy to the Jews after they are gathered and have built the City of Jerusalem in the land of their fathers” 
The Jews were scattered amongst all nations but were to be gathered again as one people:

D&C 45:24-25 “And this I have told you concerning Jerusalem; and when that day shall come, shall a remnant be scattered among all nations; but they shall be gathered again; but they shall remain until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”
Elder George Q. Morris in the 1960 General Conference stated that the Jews had then already gathered in considerable numbers in fulfillment of Divine prophesy:
“A third item is God's promise that He would gather Jews to Jerusalem, and I think perhaps we may well now not continue saying the Jews are going to gather in Jerusalem. I think now we may well say they have gathered. The ultimate returns will come later as they develop this land and are joined by others.” Elder George Q. Morris in April 1960 General Conference
The rest of the House of Israel, especially Ephraim, along with the Gentiles, are today being spiritually restored (converted) to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and brought into the fold of God. This is in preparation for the eventual literal (physical) gathering to their land of Zion. The First shall be last and the last shall be first.   
The Literal Gathering of Israel
The Tenth Article of Faith states: “We believe in the literal Gathering of Israel and in the restoration of the Ten Tribes; and that Zion (the New Jerusalem) will be built upon the American continent…...”

The literal Gathering of Israel according to the scriptures involves the physical movement of people, from where they are residing in their scattered condition, to the place appointed of the Lord. This gathering brings the people together as one to create a Zion society.  The ‘Literal Gathering of Israel’ means that since the people of God were scattered from one place to many nations, they will literally be gathered out of those nations to one place as Nehemiah testifies: 

Nehemiah 1: 8-9: “Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou commandest thy servant Moses, saying, if ye transgress I will scatter you abroad among the nations: But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them; though there were of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen to set my name there” 
Isaiah Prophesied of the literal return of Israel to their own appointed land:

Isaiah 14:1-3: “For the Lord will have mercy on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set them in their own land; and the strangers shall be joined with them, and they shall cleave to the House of Jacob. And the people shall take them and bring them to their place; yea, from far unto the ends of the earth; and they shall return to their Lands of Promise. And the House of Israel shall possess them, and the land of the Lord shall be for servants and handmaids; and they shall take them captives unto whom they were captives; and they shall rule over their oppressors. And it shall come to pass in that day that the Lord shall give thee rest, from thy sorrow, and from thy fear, and from the hard bondage wherein thou wast made to serve.” (see 2 Nephi 24:1-3)
Only the Pure in Heart will be Gathered to Zion

The church today is comprised of members with varying degrees of faith and diligence. Over seventy per cent of church members do not participate in the ordinances of the Gospel worldwide. Some who attend are not yet worthy to hold a Temple Recommend. However, when the time comes to gather to Zion only the pure in heart who are capable of living the higher commandments such as the Law of Consecration will gather. A recommend will be required from the local Bishop similar to a Temple recommend before a family will gain entrance into Zion:
D&C 72:17-18: “A certificate from the judge or bishop in this part of the vineyard, unto the bishop in Zion, rendereth every man acceptable and answereth all things, for an inheritance, and to be received as a wise steward and as a faithful labourer; otherwise he shall not be accepted of the bishop in Zion” 
The following scriptures teach that only the ‘Pure in Heart’ will be Gathered to Zion: 
D&C 101:17-18: “Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion.” 
D&C 45:71: “And it shall come to pass that the righteous shall be gathered out from among all nations, and shall come to Zion, with songs of everlasting joy.” (see D&C 100:16; D&C 56:18)
The Lord will gather the faithful, humble members of the Church who obey and call upon His name:
D&C 29:7: “And ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts” 
D&C 33:6: “And even so will I gather mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, even as many as will believe in me, and hearken unto my voice”. 
D&C 29:2: “Who will gather His people even as a hen gathereth her under her wings, even as many as will hearken to my voice and humble themselves before me and call upon me in mighty prayer.” 
D&C 101:12-13: “And in that day all who are found upon the watch-tower, or in other words, all mine Israel shall be saved. And they that have been scattered shall be gathered”. (See D&C 101:22; 29:2; 133:8-10)
The rebellious will not have the opportunity to gather to Zion. Ezekiel prophesied:
Ezekiel 20:33-34, 37-38: “As I live, saith the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you: and I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm and with fury poured out…And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant: And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me…and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the Lord.” see D&C 64:35-36
The Gathering will take place as families under the direction of Priesthood leaders:

D&C 48:6: “And then shall ye begin to be gathered with your families, every man according to his family, according to his circumstances, and as is appointed to him by the Presidency and Bishop of the church, according to the laws and commandments which ye have received, and which ye shall hereafter receive.” 

The Law of Consecration is required to Establish Zion

It is important to realize that Zion cannot be established without the Celestial Law of Consecration as part of the United Order. This fact applies to both the Central City of Zion and the surrounding stakes.  The Lord stated concerning the establishment of Zion:

D&C 105:5: “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.” 
The Celestial Law here referred to is The Law of Consecration. After the lands of Zion are purchased the saints will be required to live this law in order to possess them:

D&C 105:29: “For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the Laws of Consecration which I have given.” 
See also D&C 103:23-24

Hugh Nibley stated: “Zion is any community in which the Celestial Order prevails. Zion is the pure in heart, but Zion is also a real city or any number of real cities.” BYU lecture series 1971/2 “Our Glory or our Condemnation” 
The United Order will only be introduced when Zion, in Jackson County, Missouri is redeemed: 

D&C 105:34: “And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and Her Law be executed and fulfilled, after her redemption”. 
The following quotations from leaders of the church illustrate the fact that the United Order must await the Redemption of Zion. 

Elder Marion G. Romney said: “Further implementation of the order must therefore await the Redemption of Zion. Here Zion means Jackson County, Missouri.” April 1966 General Conference
President J. Reuben Clark stated: “The United Order and its attendant laws will not be fully realized until the Redemption of Zion (the New Jerusalem). So, there would not be any misunderstanding, President J. Reuben Clark Jr. defined the phrase “Redemption of Zion” as follows: ‘in the meaning in which the Lord was using the term Zion, the Redemption means the reestablishment of the people in Missouri. This has not yet been accomplished’.  Church News 15 Sep 1945 page 9 Institute Manual 1981 page 427
Conversion and the Principle of Gathering
See the study “Scattered Israel is First Restored to a Knowledge of God” in the folder Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
Conversion according to the dictionary is about “change” of character or function

Gathering according to the dictionary is about “bringing together” or to congregate
Today members of the church have been restored as the lost sheep of the House of Israel to the true fold of God in many nations of the earth. After being spiritually converted the members of the Lord’s Church assemble in congregations, in branches, wards, districts, and stakes with others who have received the same blessing and are spiritually like minded. It is a natural desire for those of a like intelligence, spirituality and standards to want to meet together and have a close association with each other. The saying goes birds of a feather flock together. The Lord has said:
D&C 88:40: “For intelligence cleaveth unto intelligence; wisdom receiveth wisdom; truth embraceth truth; virtue loveth virtue; light cleaveth unto light….” 
Conversion to the gospel and being restored to the true church and fold of God should not be confused with the future physical gathering to Zion. The spiritual conversion refers to those who have accepted the gospel and assemble with other members of the church to worship God. It is to accept all the principle and ordinances of the gospel, including the Temple Ordinances.  It is to become the pure in heart, striving to live a Christ like life amidst a world of increasing wickedness. Chapels and Temples in regional gathering places become the focal point of this spiritual conversion. The saints meet for gospel instruction, conferences and social activities. The church is providing an ever-increasing number of chapels and Temples to bless those who are converted and gathered regionally. This is all preliminary to the future physical Gathering to Zion. 
Members should be careful not to confuse this spiritual conversion in all nations with the future physical Gathering to Zion in the appointed places living under the Celestial Law of Consecration. They are spoken of separately in the scriptures as already quoted. Those Latter-Day Saints who believe that by having wards and stakes throughout the earth means they are fully gathered to Zion in fulfillment of the scriptures are mistaken. 
Regional Gathering Places outside of Zion
The Lord gave commandments that His Church should be built up within every region:

D&C 42:8: “And inasmuch as ye shall find them that will receive you ye shall build up my church in every region.”
When the saints had been cast out from Missouri, the Lord gave His people direction that they should still gather together in regional places until the final gathering to Zion.  The Saints, however, were to take into account the feelings of the local people: 

D&C 105:24-26: “Talk not of judgments, neither boast of faith nor of mighty works, but carefully gather together, as much in one region as can be, consistently with the feelings of the people and behold, I will give unto you favour and grace in their eyes, that you may rest in peace and safety while you are saying unto the people: Execute judgment and justice for us according to law, and redress us of our wrongs. Now, behold, I say unto you, my friends, in this way you may find favour in the eyes of the people, until the army of Israel becomes very great. See also D&C 105:27-31; 58:45
Even though the commandment for the saints to gather to Zion had been temporarily postponed, due to the weakness and immaturity of the church at that time, they were still commanded to obey the commandment to Gather physically in the same general area. The Elders are commanded to “push the people together from the ends of the earth” (D&C 58:45). This gathering was to continue until the army of Israel became so great that there was enough strength to redeem Zion (D&C 105:31). 
This direction to gather had certain restrictions placed upon it, in particular that the Saints would not gather in one area to the extent of upsetting the existing residents. In this way the Lord’s people would find peace and safety and not appear to be a threat to their neighbors in any one particular area. The Lord for His part said He would “soften the hearts of the people…from time to time” until the church had gained strength in numbers and spirituality.

This commandment to “carefully gather together as much in one region as can be consistently with the feelings of the people” has never been rescinded by the Lord and is still in force today. Such a local gathering would bring together the saints providing strength and protection from the pervading influence of a world fast degenerating into widespread wickedness. It has always been the purpose of the devil to surround the saints with evil and corruption:
D&C 76:29: “Wherefore He maketh war with the Saints of God and encompasseth them round about” 
The saints in the early days of the church obeyed this commandment to carefully gather together, as much in one region as can be but they found difficulty in establishing regional gathering places where they could rest in peace and safety. 
Following their expulsion from Jackson County, the saints gathered in Clay County (1833-1836). Persecution followed, and they moved to Far West, in Caldwell County (1836-1838), where they established another community. Again, they were forced to move, this time to Illinois, where they established the city of Nauvoo. This became the headquarters of the church and next gathering place for the saints, for the years 1838-1846. Again, the church in its infancy could not withstand the onslaught of persecution so the leaders sought for a place in the West in the Rocky Mountains away from their enemies. Here they could establish the headquarters of the church and establish a temporary place of gathering where the saints could rest in peace and safety. 
New immigration regulations in the United States at the turn of the twentieth century encouraged the leaders of the Church to request that members stay within the borders of their own lands and thereby build the Church in other regions. However, the injunction of the Lord is still for His people to physically gather together in local areas as much as feasible within those regions or countries for their strength and protection. This is in preparation for the final gathering of the saints to the promised lands in Missouri.  
Summary
It is the will of God that His Saints will gather together as one people under His laws and receive all the blessings available both temporally and spiritually. Through the Gathering to Zion, Israel will be blessed to live the full Law of God including the Law of Consecration. They can then create a righteous environment, remove poverty through the United Order; build strong families in the midst of friends; have a House of God in each community; and prepare for the return of the Son of God to the earth. The principle of gathering was instituted before the foundation of the world:

The Prophet Joseph declared:
“It was the design of the councils of Heaven before the world was that the principles and laws of the Priesthood should be predicated upon the gathering of the people in every age of the world. Jesus did everything to gather the people and they would not be gathered, and he therefore poured out curses upon them.” Teachings page 308

The people of God however need to be willing to sacrifice to gather as one people: Psalm 50:5: “Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”
Through the gathering to Zion the Lord will provide safety and protection for His people from the devastating destructions that will surely come upon this earth in the Last Days. By this commandment, the Lord has preserved His people in previous dispensations. Each time it required a complete separation from the wicked who ultimately suffered the wrath of God. 
The same separation will be required of the Latter-Day Saints: 
D&C 63:54. “And at that hour cometh an entire separation of the righteous and the wicked”
This separation through the Gathering to Zion will take place at the ‘time of the harvest’ and will fulfil both the parables of the Wheat and Tares and the Ten Virgins. 
The church is first to be built up in all areas of the Gentile nations, and then the saints strengthened and prepared for the future Gathering to Zion. (Pages 5-6) It is incorrect to call the present building up of the church into worldwide branches, wards, districts, stakes, and areas the Gathering to Zion spoken of in the scriptures. This error has occurred because some have presumed that our present-day stakes are the full stakes or cities of Zion spoken of in the Doctrine and Covenants. It should be remembered that Zion cannot be established without the Law of Consecration. The United Order will only be introduced when Zion, in Jackson County, Missouri, is redeemed.   
I close with the testimony of the Prophet Joseph on the Principle of Gathering: “It (The gathering) is a principle I esteem to be of the greatest importance to those who are looking for salvation in this generation or in these that may be called, “the latter times.” All that the Prophets have written, from the days of righteous Abel, down to the last man that has left any testimony on record for our consideration, in speaking of the salvation of Israel in the last days, goes directly to show that it consists in the work of the gathering.”      Ibid Page 83   
I testify of the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the preparation of these notes on the principle of Gathering and its great importance as a commandment of God in the preservation of the Saints.
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