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Introduction

As members of the Church accept the fulness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, including the sealing ordinances of the Temple they become entitled to the blessings of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Part of that blessing is to receive a Choice Promised Land for an inheritance as the Lord’s chosen people and receive His Divine protection. 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob received these great blessings because of their faithfulness and obedience to the commandments of God. Abraham was tried and tested but he sacrificed whatever was required in obedience to the Lord and set an example for all the faithful to follow.
As President Nelson has stated: “The covenant God made with Abraham and later reaffirmed with Isaac and Jacob is of transcendent significance. It contained several promises, including: 
1. Jesus the Christ would be born through Abraham’s lineage.

2. Abraham’s posterity would be numerous, entitled to an eternal increase, and also entitled to bear the priesthood.

3. Abraham would become a father of many nations.

4. Certain lands would be inherited by his posterity.

5. All nations of the earth would be blessed by his seed. 

6. And that covenant would be everlasting﻿—even through “a thousand generations.”                  (Covenants’ Russell M. Nelson Oct 2011 Gen conf.)

This study concerns the “Certain lands would be inherited by his posterity”. 
This includes lands for members of ‘The Church of Jesus Christ in Latter Day Saints’ who have inherited the promises given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

In the final blessing that Jacob gave to Joseph he was told that his bounds would be the everlasting hills and that he would live in a choice land separate from his brethren:

Genesis 49:25-26: “[Even] by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of the womb: The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his brethren.”
The Book of Mormon testifies how the Abrahamic Covenant will be fulfilled in the last days by modern Israel inheriting their promised land separate from the land of Canaan. 
The Doctrine and Covenants is full of revelations concerning this land of promise and how it can be obtained. It is up to the faith and desire of modern Israel to claim this glorious blessing before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. 
Elder Charles W. Penrose of the First Presidency stated : 

“We may consider the inhabitants of the earth at the time immediately preceding the Coming of Christ under three general headings:

First: the saints of God gathered in one place on the western continent called Zion, busily preparing for his appearance in their midst as their Redeemer who had shed his blood for their salvation, now coming to reign over them and to reward them for their labours in establishing his government.

Second: the Jews gathered to Jerusalem and also expecting the Messiah, but not believing that Jesus of Nazareth was the Son of God and being in danger of destruction from their Gentile enemies.

Third: the corrupt nations and kingdoms of men who, rejecting the light of the Gospel, are unprepared for the Lord’s advent and are almost ripe for destruction.

“The Second Advent”. Millennial Star 10 Sep 1859

Book “Articles of Faith” by James E. Talmage page 336-337 

Quotes 3 Nephi 21:22-28; D&C 29:2, 7-8; 133:4, 7 Also refers the reader to D&C 31:8; 38:31; 45:25; 77:14; 84:2; then states:  “It is evident that the plan of gathering comprises:

Assembling in the land of Zion of the people of Israel from the nations of the earth

Return of the Jews to Jerusalem

Restoration of the lost tribes

1970 Seminary material on the scattering and gathering of Israel 

“The scriptures indicate there are to be three aspects of the gathering: (1) the people of Israel from the nations of the earth to Zion; (2) The return of the Jews to Jerusalem; and (3) the restoration of the lost tribes. There are to be two gathering places: Israel is to be gathered to the land of America, and Judah is to be gathered to Jerusalem.” 

Abraham Sought for the Blessings of the Fathers
Abraham was the eleventh generation from Noah. Several hundred years had passed since the time of the flood and the people had multiplied and spread over the face of the land. He lived in Ur of Chaldea; a place full of idolatry even to the extent of offering human sacrifice to idol Gods. In Abraham’s own house evil practices prevailed because Terah his father was steeped in idolatry. Abraham had access to the writings of his fathers (see Abraham 1:31) and learned about the true and living God. He did not want to follow idolatry, so it became needful for him to leave his household. 
Abraham 1:1-7: “In the land of the Chaldeans, at the residence of my fathers, I, Abraham, saw that it was needful for me to obtain another place of residence; And, finding there was greater happiness and peace and rest for me, I sought for the blessings of the fathers, and the right whereunto I should be ordained to administer the same; having been myself a follower of righteousness, desiring also to be one who possessed great knowledge, and to be a greater follower of righteousness, and to possess a greater knowledge, and to be a father of many nations, a prince of peace, and desiring to receive instructions, and to keep the commandments of God, I became a rightful heir, a High Priest, holding the right belonging to the fathers.

It was conferred upon me from the fathers; it came down from the fathers, from the beginning of time, yea, even from the beginning, or before the foundation of the earth, down to the present time, even the right of the firstborn, or the first man, who is Adam, or first father, through the fathers unto me. I sought for mine appointment unto the Priesthood according to the appointment of God unto the fathers concerning the seed.

My fathers, having turned from their righteousness, and from the Holy commandments which the Lord their God had given unto them, unto the worshiping of the gods of the heathen, utterly refused to hearken to my voice; For their hearts were set to do evil, and were wholly turned to the god of Elkenah, and the god of Libnah, and the god of Mahmackrah, and the god of Korash, and the god of Pharaoh, king of Egypt; Therefore they turned their hearts to the sacrifice of the heathen in offering up their children unto these dumb idols, and hearkened not unto my voice, but endeavoured to take away my life by the hand of the priest of Elkenah. The priest of Elkenah was also the priest of Pharaoh.” END
Abraham became Known as the ‘Father of the Faithful’
The Lord knew Abraham would be faithful and have a righteous posterity:
Genesis 18:19: “For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.” 
Because of his supreme faith shown by his willingness to sacrifice even his own son Abraham became known as a “friend of God”. He was also given the special blessing that the Saviour would be a descendent from his loins. Abraham would be known as the father of the faithful because all who accepted the Gospel from that time forth would be accounted part of his seed. 
D&C 84:33-34: “For whoso is faithful unto the obtaining these two priesthoods of which I have spoken, and the magnifying their calling, are sanctified by the Spirit unto the renewing of their bodies. They become the sons of Moses and of Aaron and the seed of Abraham, and the church and kingdom, and the elect of God.”
The faithful of the seed of Abraham would have right to the Priesthood of God to take the Gospel to all the people of the earth:
Abraham 2:11: “And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curse thee and in thee (that is in thy priesthood) and in thy seed (that is in thy priesthood) for I give unto thee a promise that this right shall continue in thee, and in thy seed after thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed with the blessings of the gospel…” 
Abraham 2:9: “And thou shalt be a blessing unto thy seed after thee, that in their hands they shall bear this ministry and Priesthood unto all nations” 
Genesis 22:18: “And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed because thou hast obeyed my voice.” 

Abraham as an Example of Obedience and Sacrifice
D&C 132:49-50 extracts: “I seal upon you your exaltation ….I have seen your sacrifices, and will forgive all your sins; I have seen your sacrifices in obedience to that which I have told you… as I accepted the offering of Abraham of his son Isaac.” 

Abraham received all things by revelation and was obedient to the Lord. Modern Israel are also commanded to do the works of Abraham
D&C 132:29-37: “Abraham received all things, whatsoever he received, by revelation and commandment, by my word, saith the Lord, and hath entered into his exaltation and sitteth upon his throne. Abraham received promises concerning his seed, and of the fruit of his loins--from whose loins ye are, namely, my servant Joseph--which were to continue so long as they were in the world; and as touching Abraham and his seed, out of the world they should continue; both in the world and out of the world should they continue as innumerable as the stars; or, if ye were to count the sand upon the seashore ye could not number them. 
This promise is yours also, because ye are of Abraham, and the promise was made unto Abraham; and by this law is the continuation of the works of my Father, wherein he glorifieth himself. Go ye, therefore, and do the works of Abraham; enter ye into my law and ye shall be saved. But if ye enter not into my law ye cannot receive the promise of my Father, which he made unto Abraham. God commanded Abraham, and Sarah gave Hagar to Abraham to wife. And why did she do it? Because this was the law…. Abraham was commanded to offer his son Isaac; nevertheless, it was written: Thou shalt not kill. 
Abraham, however, did not refuse, and it was accounted unto him for righteousness. 
Abraham received concubines, and they bore him children; and it was accounted unto him for righteousness, because they were given unto him, and he abode in my law; as Isaac also and Jacob did none other things than that which they were commanded; and because they did none other things than that which they were commanded, they have entered into their exaltation, according to the promises, and sit upon thrones, and are not angels but are Gods.” 
Like Abraham Modern Israel receive the blessings of the Gospel through their obedience and sacrifice:
D&C 97:8 “Verily I say unto you, all among them who know their hearts are honest, and are broken, and their spirits contrite and are willing to observe their covenants by sacrifice-yea every sacrifice which I the Lord shall command-they are accepted of me”

Latter Day Saints will be Proved and Tested as was Abraham

D&C 98:11-15: “And I give unto you a commandment that ye shall forsake all evil and cleave unto all good, that ye shall live by every word which proceedeth forth out of the mouth of God. For He will give unto the faithful line upon line, precept upon precept; and I will try you and prove you herewith. And whoso layeth down his life in my cause, for my name’s sake, shall find it again, even Life Eternal. Therefore, be not afraid of your enemies, for I have decreed in my heart, saith the Lord, that I will prove you in all things, whether you will abide in my covenant, even unto death, that you may be found worthy. For if ye will not abide in my covenant ye are not worthy of me” 
D&C 132:51: “For I did it, saith the Lord, to prove you all, as I did Abraham, and that I might require an offering at your hand, by covenant and sacrifice” 
D&C 101:4-5: “Therefore, they must needs be chastened and tried, even as Abraham, who was commanded to offer up his only son. For all those who will not endure chastening, but deny me, cannot be sanctified” 

D&C 105:19: “I have heard their prayers, and will accept their offering and it is expedient in me that they should be brought thus far for a trial of their faith” 

D&C 124:55: “….That you may prove yourselves unto me that ye are faithful in all things whatsoever I command you, that I may bless you, and crown you with honor, immortality, and eternal life.” 

D&C 136:31: “My people must be tried in all things, that they may be prepared to receive the glory that I have for them, even the glory of Zion; and he that will not bear chastisement is not worthy of my kingdom.”

1 Peter 1:7:  “That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.”

The Lord Keeps His Promises to those who Obey His Law
D&C 82:10: “I, the Lord, am bound when ye do what I say; but when ye do not what I say, ye have no promise.” 
D&C 130:20-21: “There is a law irrevocably decreed in Heaven before the foundation of this world upon which all blessings are predicated. And when we obtain any blessing from God, it is by obedience to that law upon which it is predicated.” 
D&C 132:5: “For all who will have a blessing at my hands shall abide the law which was appointed for that blessing and the conditions thereof, as were instituted from before the foundation of the world.” 
The Promise of a Land of Inheritance given to Abraham’s Seed 
One of the great promises given to Abraham and extended to his seed was the promise of receiving a special land for an everlasting inheritance. This Promised Land would be protected by Heavenly Father and the people would live under His laws. 
Genesis 17:7-9: “And I will make thee exceedingly fruitful…. And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God. And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations.” 
The Land Promised to Abraham and his Seed
Genesis 15:18: “In the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates” 
Abraham received the blessings of the gospel which he taught to his family and others. He was then promised a land for the inheritance of His family and their descendents which would be a place of safety and protection.
Abraham receives the Promise of Land as an everlasting possession

Abraham first of all moved to Haran. The Lord appeared unto Abraham and commanded him to leave Haran and go to a land which would become an everlasting possession to him and his seed as they obeyed the voice of God:

Abraham 2:6: “But I, Abraham, and Lot, my brother's son, prayed unto the Lord, and the Lord appeared unto me, and said unto me: Arise, and take Lot with thee; for I have purposed to take thee away out of Haran, and to make of thee a minister to bear my name in a strange land which I will give unto thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession, when they hearken to my voice.” 
Abraham in obedience to divine command departed from Haran and went forth to the land of Canaan:

Genesis 12:4-7: “So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram [was] seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came….. And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, ‘Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto him.” 

See the talk “The Restoration of Israel to the Lands of Their Inheritance” By President Marion G. Romney
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/1981/04/the-restoration-of-israel-to-the-lands-of-their-inheritance?lang=eng#p18

President Romney of most speaks of how the Jews have been restored to the land of their inheritance in fulfillment of the covenant of Abraham. 
“Among the predicted signs of his Second Coming was the restoration of the Church of Jesus Christ, to the fulfillment of which we are all witnesses; another is to be the establishment of Zion in America; and a third is the prediction that the children of Israel will be restored to the lands of their inheritance.”
The Covenant given to Abraham was Extended to Isaac
Genesis 17:19: “And God said, ‘Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, [and] with his seed after him.’” 
The promise of a special land was given to Isaac

Genesis 26:2-5: “And the Lord appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of. Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father;  And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.” 
Genesis 26:24: “And the Lord appeared unto him the same night, and said ‘I am the God of Abraham thy father: fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my servant Abraham’s sake.’”

The Covenant Extended to Jacob who Became Known as Israel
A Hebrew meaning of Israel is “Let God Prevail”. 
The promise of a special land was again extended to Jacob
Genesis 28:1-4 “And Isaac called Jacob and blessed him.... take thee a wife from thence from the daughters of Laban thy mothers brother. And God almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of people; and give thee the blessing of Abraham to thee, and to thy seed with thee; that thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave unto Abraham.”
Genesis 28:12-15: “And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to Heaven: and behold the Angels of God ascending and descending on it. And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I [am] the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, I [am] with thee, and will keep thee in all [places] whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done [that] which I have spoken to thee of.” 
Genesis 35:9-13: “And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came out of Padanaram, and blessed him. And God said unto him, ‘Thy name [is] Jacob: thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he called his name Israel And God said unto him, I [am] God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins; And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I give the land. And God went up from him in the place where he talked with him.”
The Covenant of Abraham was Extended to the Children of Israel

The children of Israel multiplied in the land of Egypt, but they were in bondage to the Egyptians who afflicted them:
Exodus 1:12: “But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were grieved because of the children of Israel” 
Eventually the bondage became too much to bear and in answer to their prayers the Lord decided to empower Israel with the covenant He had made with their fathers: 

Exodus: 2:24-25: “And it came to pass in process of time that the king of Egypt died: and the Children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage. And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God looked upon the Children of Israel, and God had respect unto them” 
The Lord called His servant Moses and commissioned him as the Deliverer of Israel to bring them out from bondage to go to the land promised to their fathers. This land was inhabited by other peoples at that time:
Exodus 3:6-9: “Moreover He said, I [am] the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which [are] in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. Now therefore, behold, the cry of the Children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them.” 
Exodus 3:15-17: “And God said moreover unto Moses, ‘Thus shalt thou say unto the Children of Israel, The Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this [is] my name for ever, and this [is] my memorial unto all generations. Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them, The Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, ‘I have surely visited you, and [seen] that which is done to you in Egypt: And I have said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, unto a land flowing with milk and honey.’” 
The Lord is always willing to establish His Covenant with His people. The Children of Israel received the same promise of land which was given to their fathers:
Exodus 6:1-8: “And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I [am] the Lord And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by [the name of] God Almighty, but by my name Jehovah was I not known to them. And I have also established my Covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers. And I have also heard the groaning of the Children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have remembered my covenant. Wherefore say unto the Children of Israel, I [am] the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments.  
And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I [am] the Lord your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage: I [am] the Lord. And Moses spake so unto the Children of Israel; but they hearkened not unto Moses for anguish of Spirit, and their cruel bondage.” 
Moses declared to the Children of Israel that they were to possess the land of their fathers for their inheritance and for future generations:
Deuteronomy 1:8; “Behold, I have set the land before you: go in and possess the land which the Lord sware unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give unto them and to their seed after them.” 
Joseph is Promised a Separate Land as Part of the Covenant

An additional land of inheritance was promised to Joseph and his descendents as part of the covenant of Abraham. 

Genesis 48:5: “And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which were born unto thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto thee into Egypt, [are] mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine.” 
Ephraim, the younger of the two boys received the greater blessing:
Genesis 48:14, 18-20: “And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid [it] upon Ephraim's head, who [was] the younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh's head, guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh [was] the firstborn….. And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father: for this [is] the firstborn; put thy right hand upon his head. And his father refused, and said, I know [it], my son, I know [it]: he also shall become a people, and he also shall be great: but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations. And he blessed them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh: and he set Ephraim before Manasseh.” 
Joseph receives a blessing of a choice land separate from his brethren

In his final blessing that Israel gave Joseph he was told that his bounds would be the everlasting hills and that he would live in a choice land separate from his brethren:

Genesis 49:25-26: “[Even] by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of the womb: The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his brethren.”
The Book of Mormon Testifies How the Abrahamic Covenant will be Fulfilled in the Last Days
The Angel spoke to Nephi concerning the covenants of the Father to the House of Israel:
1 Nephi 14:8-17: “And it came to pass that when the Angel had spoken these words, he said unto me: Rememberest thou the Covenants of the Father unto the House of Israel? I said unto him, Yea. And it came to pass that he said unto me: ‘Look, and behold that great and abominable church, which is the mother of abominations, whose founder is the devil.’ And he said unto me: ‘Behold there are save two churches only; the one is the church of the Lamb of God, and the other is the church of the devil; wherefore, whoso belongeth not to the church of the Lamb of God belongeth to that great church, which is the mother of abominations; and she is the whore of all the earth.’ And it came to pass that I looked and beheld the whore of all the earth, and she sat upon many waters; and she had dominion over all the earth, among all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people.
And it came to pass that I beheld the church of the Lamb of God, and its numbers were few, because of the wickedness and abominations of the whore who sat upon many waters; nevertheless, I beheld that the church of the Lamb, who were the Saints of God, were also upon all the face of the earth; and their dominions upon the face of the earth were small, because of the wickedness of the great whore whom I saw.

And it came to pass that I beheld that the great mother of abominations did gather together multitudes upon the face of all the earth, among all the nations of the Gentiles, to fight against the Lamb of God. And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld the power of the Lamb of God, that it descended upon the saints of the Church of the Lamb, and upon the covenant people of the Lord, who were scattered upon all the face of the earth; and they were armed with righteousness and with the power of God in great glory.

And it came to pass that I beheld that the wrath of God was poured out upon that great and abominable church, insomuch that there were wars and rumours of wars among all the nations and kindreds of the earth. And as there began to be wars and rumours of wars among all the nations which belonged to the mother of abominations, the Angel spake unto me, saying: ‘Behold, the wrath of God is upon the mother of harlots; and behold, thou seest all these things-- And when the day cometh that the wrath of God is poured out upon the mother of harlots, which is the great and abominable church of all the earth, whose founder is the devil, then, at that day, the work of the Father shall commence, in preparing the way for the fulfilling of His Covenants, which he hath made to His people who are of the House of Israel.’”   

In summary the Angel commences by asking Nephi if he remembers the Covenant of the Father unto the House of Israel. The Angel then proceeds to explain when this Covenant will be fulfilled. He states that the saints of God will be ‘scattered upon all the face of the earth’ which is the Church in its present condition. They will be ‘armed with righteousness and with the power of God’ which refers to the Priesthood and Temple Ordinances. There will then be wars and rumours of wars upon the earth when the wrath of God is poured out upon the nations. At that time the way will open and be prepared for the fulfilling of the Covenant which the Father has made to His people of the House of Israel.

The Covenant which the Father has made to the House of Israel 
3 Nephi 21:7: “And when these things come to pass that thy seed shall begin to know these things--it shall be a sign unto them that they may know that the work of the Father hath already commenced unto the fulfilling of the covenant which He hath made unto the people who are of the House of Israel.” 
The Covenant is clearly identified at the beginning of 3 Nephi 21. They will be gathered to establish Zion in their Promised Land 
3 Nephi 21:1: “And verily I say unto you, I give unto you a sign, that ye may know the time when these things shall be about to take place--that I shall gather in, from their long dispersion, my people, O House of Israel, and shall establish again among them my Zion.”
The Covenant of the Father is the gathering of the House of Israel to establish Zion. This is part of the Abrahamic covenant of which one of the promises is that Abraham’s posterity would receive certain lands as an inheritance.
This covenant is further explained in the same chapter when the Saviour states that the converted Gentiles can also become participants in this covenant:

3 Nephi 21:22-24, 28-29: “But if they (The Gentiles) will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will establish my church among them, and they shall come in unto the Covenant and be numbered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance; And they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, that they may build a City, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem.

Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father among all nations in preparing the way whereby his people may be gathered home to the Land of their Inheritance. And they shall go out from all nations; and they shall not go out in haste, nor go by flight, for I will go before them, saith the Father, and I will be their rearward.” 

The Saviour further explains in this chapter that the Gathering to the New Jerusalem in the land of the Nephites (America) from all nations will take place when The Book of Mormon has been taken by the Gentiles to the descendents of the Nephites and Lamanites. (See v 2-7) In fulfillment of this prophecy the first stake in South America was created in 1960 and since that time the growth of the Church in both Central and South America has been phenomenal. Those who accept the gospel become part of the House of Israel. They partake of the blessings of the covenant of Abraham and thereby inherit the appointed Land of Promise. 

The Lord further explained that the Gathering of Israel to Zion will come at a time when the wrath of God is about to descend upon the nations.  
3 Nephi 21:14-19, 21: “Yea, wo be unto the Gentiles except they repent; for it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Father, that I will cut off thy horses out of the midst of thee, and I will destroy thy chariots; And I will cut off the cities of thy land, and throw down all thy strongholds; And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thy land, and thou shalt have no more soothsayers; Thy graven images I worship the works of thy hands; And I will pluck up thy groves out of the midst of thee; so will I destroy thy cities. And it shall come to pass that all lyings, and deceivings, and envyings, and strifes, and priestcrafts, and whoredoms, shall be done away. And I will execute vengeance and fury upon them, even as upon the heathen, such as they have not heard.” 
The Gentiles who will not repent and who therefore suffer the wrath of God will be cut off from the saints who will be gathered to the New Jerusalem:

3 Nephi 21:20: “For it shall come to pass, saith the Father, that at that day whosoever will not repent and come unto my Beloved Son, them will I cut off from among my people, O house of Israel.”  
When the sword of God’s justice is ready to fall upon the nations the House of Israel will be established in their Land of Promise in fulfilment of the Covenant made with Jacob. This process is also clearly explained in 3 Nephi Chapter 20:

3 Nephi 20:20-22: “And it shall come to pass, saith the Father, that the sword of my justice shall hang over them at that day; and except they repent it shall fall upon them, saith the Father, yea, even upon all the nations of the Gentiles. And it shall come to pass that I will establish my people, O House of Israel. And behold, this people will I establish in this land, unto the fulfilling of the covenant which I made with your father Jacob; and it shall be a New Jerusalem. And the powers of heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you.” 
The Jews are also part of the same covenant, but they will be expected to gather back to the land of ‘their fathers for their inheritance which is the land of Jerusalem’.
3 Nephi 20:29: “And I will remember the covenant which I have made with my people; and I have covenanted with them that I would gather them together in mine own due time, that I would give unto them again the land of their fathers for their inheritance, which is the Land of Jerusalem, which is the Promised Land unto them forever, saith the Father.” 
The covenant of the Father to the House of Israel and extended to the converted Gentiles is clearly identified. It is that He will gather His people again to the Land of their Inheritance and create Zion amongst them even the New Jerusalem. The Jews will be gathered to the Old Jerusalem also in fulfillment of the same Covenant.

The Book of Mormon  testifies that the House of Israel will be gathered to their Land of Promise which is the New Jerusalem in fulfillment of the Covenant given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Israel).
2 Nephi 29:14: “And it shall come to pass that my people which are of the House of Israel, shall be gathered home unto the lands of their possessions; and my word also shall be gathered in one. And I will show unto them that fight against my word and against my people, who are of the House of Israel, that I am God, and that I covenanted with Abraham that I would remember his seed forever.” 
Ether 13:6, 8: “And that a New Jerusalem should be built up upon this land, unto the remnant of the seed of Joseph…wherefore, the remnant of the House of Joseph shall be built upon this land; and it shall be a Land of their Inheritance; and they shall build up a Holy City unto the Lord, like unto the Jerusalem of old”
The Covenant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is Extended to Modern Israel 

Those who accept the gospel in this generation become the seed of Abraham:

Abraham 2:10: “For as many as receive this gospel shall be called after thy name and shall be accounted thy seed and shall rise up and bless thee as their father.” 

Those who obtain the Holy Priesthood and magnify their calling become “the seed of Abraham, and the church and kingdom, and the elect of God” D&C 84:34
The Covenant of Abraham Isaac and Jacob has been extended to all faithful members of the Church through the sealing ordinances of the Temple.

As part of the restoration of the Fulness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ modern Israel has received the promise and blessing of a land of inheritance. 
President Joseph Fielding Smith taught: “Every person who embraces the Gospel becomes of the House of Israel. In other words they become members of the chosen lineage or Abraham’s children through Isaac and Jacob unto whom the promises were made. As descendents of Joseph, modern day members of the Lord’s church inherit the blessings promised to Joseph’s posterity. That is why the Lord has promised those of his latter-day church an inheritance in the land promised to Joseph’s posterity with its “centre place”, in Missouri.” Doctrines of Salvation 3:246
Identifying the Land of Promise for Modern Israel

At a conference in Fayette, New York on the second January 1831, the Lord set forth His desire to give His people there inheritances in the Land of Promise and thereby fulfil the “Covenant which I made with your father Jacob”. (See 3 Nephi 20:22) 
D&C 38:18-20: “And I hold forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a Land of Promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse when the Lord cometh; and I will give it unto you for the land of your inheritance, if you seek it with all your hearts. And this shall be my covenant with you, ye shall have it for the land of your inheritance, and for the inheritance of your children, while the earth shall stand, and ye shall possess it again in eternity, no more to pass away.”  
This Land of Promise to be given the saints for their inheritance would be called the Land of Zion. The exact location of this land in which the New Jerusalem would be located, was revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith by revelation over a period of time. At Kirtland, Ohio in February 1831 the Lord told him to ask where it was to be built:

D&C 42:61-62: “If thou shalt ask, thou shalt receive revelation upon revelation, knowledge upon knowledge… Thou shalt ask, and it shall be revealed unto you in mine own due time where the New Jerusalem shall be built.” 
A few months earlier the Lord stated that it would be located near where the Lamanites lived: 

D&C 28:9: “And now behold I say unto you that it is not revealed, and no man knoweth where the city Zion shall be built, but it shall be given hereafter, Behold, I say unto you that it shall be on the borders by the Lamanites.” 
The saints were admonished to save money so they would be able to purchase an inheritance in Zion which would be a land of peace, refuge and safety:
D&C 45:65-66: “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God. 
D&C 48:4-6: “It must needs be necessary that ye save all the money that ye can, and that ye obtain all that ye can in righteousness, that in time ye may be enabled to purchase land for an inheritance, even the city. The place is not yet to be revealed; but after your brethren come from the east there are to be certain men appointed, and to them it shall be given to know the place, or to them it shall be revealed. And they shall be appointed to purchase the lands, and to make a commencement to lay the foundation of the city.” 
Finally in June 1831 at a conference in Kirtland the Lord declared the location of the Promised Land of Inheritance for His people who were heirs according to the covenant. 
D&C 52:2-5: “I the Lord will make known unto you what I will that ye shall do from this time until the next conference, which shall be in Missouri, upon the land which I will consecrate unto my people, which are a remnant of Jacob, and those who are heirs according to the covenant. 
“Wherefore, verily I say unto you, let my servants Joseph Smith, Jun., and Sidney Rigdon take their journey as soon as preparations can be made to leave their homes, and journey to the land of Missouri. And inasmuch as they are faithful unto me, it shall be made known unto them what they shall do; and it shall also, inasmuch as they are faithful, be made known unto them the land of your inheritance.” 
D&C 52:42-43: “And thus, even as I have said, if ye are faithful ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies. But behold, I, the Lord, will hasten the city in its time, and will crown the faithful with joy and with rejoicing.” 
After the leaders of the Church arrived in Missouri, in answer to prayer it was revealed to them where the center place of the Promised Land was to be located:
D&C 57:1-5: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, who have assembled yourselves together, according to my commandments, in this land, which is the land of Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of the saints. Wherefore, this is the Land of Promise, and the place for the City of Zion. And thus saith the Lord your God, if you will receive wisdom here is wisdom. Behold, the place which is now called Independence is the center place; and a spot for the Temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not far from the courthouse. Wherefore, it is wisdom that the land should be purchased by the saints, and also every tract lying westward, even unto the line running directly between Jew and Gentile; and also every tract bordering by the prairies, inasmuch as my disciples are enabled to buy lands. Behold, this is wisdom that they may obtain it for an everlasting inheritance.” 
Agents were to be appointed to purchase all the lands in the regions round about for the inheritance of the saints and Bishops were to divide unto the saints their inheritances:
D&C 57:6-7: “And let my servant Sidney Gilbert stand in the office to which I have appointed him, to receive moneys, to be an agent unto the church, to buy land in all the regions round about, inasmuch as can be done in righteousness, and as wisdom shall direct. And let my servant Edward Partridge stand in the office to which I have appointed him, and divide unto the saints their inheritance, even as I have commanded; and also those whom he has appointed to assist him.”
Zion will be Extended to the Regions Round About

When the eventual gathering to the Promised Land takes place there will be so many that there will be a need for additional cities called stakes. These stakes will extend Zion outward from the centre to the lands round about:

D&C 101:21 “Until the day cometh when there is found no more room for them; and then I have other places which I will appoint unto them, and they shall be called stakes, for the curtains or the strength of Zion.” 
The following scriptures testify that these additional cities or stakes will be located in the regions round about the Central City of Zion. Jackson County is a considerable size of land to purchase but the Lord also explains that land in adjacent counties will also be required for the gathering of the Saints: 

D&C 115:18: “And also other places should be appointed for stakes in the regions round about, as they shall be manifested” (D&C 115:18). 
D&C 101:69-71: “And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things which saith, or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the Land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my saints; all the land which can be purchased in Jackson County, and the counties round about, and leave the residue in mine hand.” 
D&C 133:9: “And behold, and lo, this shall be their cry, and the voice of the Lord unto all people: Go ye forth unto the Land of Zion, that the borders of my people may be enlarged, and that her stakes may be strengthened, and that Zion may go forth unto the regions round about.”  
These cities or stakes will each have their own Temple, abide by the United Order, have a similar population, a storehouse, and in every way be just as much Zion as the centre place. The Lord frequently uses the term “in Zion or her stakes” to indicate the same laws and blessings apply to both. Through these additional Cities or Stakes, Zion will extend out from the New Jerusalem to form an unbroken link which will constitute the “one place” spoken of in the scriptures to which the saints will gather and be protected: 

D&C 29:8: “Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of this land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.” 
The Foundation of Zion laid by the Early Saints for the Future 

The first attempts of the saints to obtain their land of inheritance failed due to their lack of spiritual maturity and insufficient numbers. However the vital job of laying the foundation and bearing testimony of where the Promised Land was to be located was now accomplished. The Lord had His Prophet and early Saints go through the process of trying to establish Zion so that the necessary revelations would be received which would lay the foundation for the future Zion

D&C 58:5-8: “Remember this, which I tell you before, that you may lay it to heart, and receive that which is to follow. Behold, verily I say unto you, for this cause I have sent you-that you might be obedient, and that your hearts might be prepared to bear testimony of the things which are to come; And also that you might be honoured in laying the foundation, and in bearing record of the land upon which the Zion of God shall stand.” 
It was never the Lord’s intention that Zion would be established at that time. The necessary strength both physically and spiritually would not be in place for many years:

D&C 105:31: “But first let my army become very great and let it be sanctified before me that it may become fair as the sun, and clear as the moon, that her banners may be terrible unto all nations” 
In the meantime the saints had to prepare through receiving the Temple Ordinances. (See D&C 105:10-13) Eventually the time would come after many years for the saints to have the necessary strength and power to redeem Zion. They would however still need to be willing and obedient in following the counsel in the revelations as recorded in the Doctrine and Covenants.
D&C 105:37: “And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive they shall have power after many days to accomplish  all things pertaining to Zion.” 
The Location of Zion-Not Changed in the Intervening Years
The Lord reminded His people that the location of the future gathering place to the Land of their Inheritance would not change in the intervening years:
D&C 101:16-20: “Therefore, let your hearts be comforted concerning Zion; for all flesh is in mine hands; be still and know that I am God. Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion-- And all these things that the prophets might be fulfilled. And behold, there is none other place appointed than that which I have appointed; neither shall there be any other place appointed than that which I have appointed, for the work of the gathering of my saints” 
The Saints will Return to their Appointed Land of Promise 
Even though the saints were scattered throughout the earth the promise was given that they would have the opportunity to return to their Land of Promise after much tribulation. 
D&C 103:11-13: “But verily I say unto you, I have decreed that your brethren which have been scattered shall return to the lands of their inheritances, and shall build up the waste places of Zion. For after much tribulation, as I have said unto you in a former commandment, cometh the blessing. Behold, this is the blessing which I have promised after your tribulations, and the tribulations of your brethren--your redemption, and the redemption of your brethren, even their restoration to the land of Zion, to be established, no more to be thrown down.” 
D&C 64:41-42; “For behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish, and the glory of the Lord shall be upon her; and she shall be ensign unto the people, and there shall come unto her out of every nation under Heaven.” 
D&C 45:69, 71: “And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another…..And it shall come to pass that the righteous shall be gathered out from among all nations, and shall come to Zion, singing with songs of everlasting joy”.

A Prophet like Moses will Lead Modern Israel to Redeem Zion

The Lord will raise up a prophet like Moses to bring the modern Children of Israel out of bondage to place them in their promised land:

D&C 103:15-17: “Behold, I say unto you, the Redemption of Zion must needs come by power. Therefore, I will raise up unto my people a man, who shall lead them like as Moses led the children of Israel. For ye are the children of Israel, and of the seed of Abraham, and ye must needs be led out of bondage by power, and with a stretched-out arm.” 
Protection Promised to Those who Gather to Zion
Providing the land is purchased and the saints obey the command to gather to Zion the Lord has promised to protect His people:
D&C 97:22: “For behold, and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and who shall escape it? 
The answer is clearly given in the scriptures. Zion alone will offer safety and refuge from the destructions that will abound in a world of wickedness in the last days. 

D&C 97:25 “Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do all things whatsoever, I have commanded her.”

D&C 103:24-25: “And inasmuch as mine enemies come against you to drive you from my goodly land, which I have consecrated to be the Land of Zion, even from your own lands after these testimonies, which ye have brought before me against them, ye shall curse them; and whomsoever ye curse, I will curse, and ye shall avenge me of mine enemies.” 

D&C 45: 65-69: “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you. And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God. And the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion. And it shall come to pass among the wicked; that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for Safety. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under Heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” 
Moses 7: 61-62: “And great tribulations shall be among the children of men, but my people will I preserve… And righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” 
When Zion is finally built up the prophecies of Isaiah will finally be fulfilled: 

Isaiah 60:18: “Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise.” 

Isaiah 54:13-14: “And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy children. In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear, and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.”
How Ancient Israel obtained their Land of Promise
Includes a comparison with the Future Redemption of Zion to be accomplished by modern Israel 
Concerning the future Redemption of Zion, the Lord has said:
D&C 103:15-20: “Behold, I say unto you, the redemption of Zion must needs come by power. Therefore, I will raise up unto my people a man, who shall lead them like as Moses led the children of Israel. For ye are the children of Israel, and of the seed of Abraham, and ye must needs be led out of bondage by power, and with a stretched-out arm. And as your fathers were led at the first, even so shall the redemption of Zion be. Therefore, let not your hearts faint, for I say not unto you as I said unto your fathers: Mine angel shall go up before you, but not my presence. But I say unto you: Mine angels shall go up before you, and also my presence, and in time ye shall possess the goodly land.”
How did Moses lead the Children of Israel? 
How were the fathers of Ancient Israel led at first to obtain their Land of Promise? 
What factors were of key importance in the success of Israel under the leadership of Moses obtaining and retaining their Land of Promise? 
What can modern Israel learn from the experiences of ancient Israel?
The Law of Moses had to be kept to obtain the Promised Blessings

Just as Abraham their father had to obey the voice of God to receive the promised blessings, ancient Israel had to covenant to obey the Law of Moses. In doing this they would become the special people of God and inherit their Promised land:
Exodus 19:5-6: “Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my Covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth [is] mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These [are] the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel” (see Deut 14:2)
Israel was given the Law of Moses which they had to obey to receive a land of inheritance. They were not to add or take away from the Word of God given through Moses:
Deuteronomy 4:1-2: “Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the judgments, which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and possess the land which the Lord God of your fathers giveth you. Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you.” 
The Ten Commandments were given to Israel as part of the Law and Covenant:

Deuteronomy 4:12-14: “And the Lord spake unto you out of the midst of the fire: ye heard the voice of the words but saw no similitude; only ye heard a voice. And He declared unto you His covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even Ten Commandments; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone. And the Lord commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and judgments, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go over to possess it.”
There was particular emphasis given to keeping the Sabbath Day Holy. The observance of the Sabbath day was given as a sign between God and Israel 

Exodus 31:13, 17: “.... A sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the Lord that doth sanctify you…. it is a sign between me and the Children of Israel forever: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed”
Compare Doctrine and Covenants Section Fifty-Nine In the Heading it states “The Lord makes these commandments especially applicable to the Saints in Zion” 

The Children of Israel promised Safety if they Obeyed the Laws of God
Leviticus 25:18-19: “Wherefore ye shall do my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do them; and ye shall dwell in the land in safety. And the land shall yield her fruit, and ye shall eat your fill, and dwell therein in safety. 
Deuteronomy 4:25-27: “When thou shalt beget children, and children's children, and ye shall have remained long in the land, and shall corrupt yourselves, and make a graven image, or the likeness of any thing, and shall do evil in the sight of the Lord thy God, to provoke him to anger: I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that ye shall soon utterly perish from off the land whereunto ye go over Jordan to possess it; ye shall not prolong your days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed. And the Lord shall scatter you among the nations, and ye shall be left few in number among the heathen, whither the Lord shall lead you.” 
Leviticus 26:3-17: “If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do them; then I will give you rain in due season, and the land shall yield her increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit. (See D&C 59:16-19) And your threshing shall reach unto the vintage, and the vintage shall reach unto the sowing time: and ye shall eat your bread to the full, and dwell in your land safely. 
And I will give peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and none shall make [you] afraid: and I will rid evil beasts out of the land, neither shall the sword go through your land. And ye shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword. And five of you shall chase an hundred, and an hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight: and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword. (See D&C 133:58) For I will have respect unto you, and make you fruitful, and multiply you, and establish my covenant with you. And ye shall eat old store, and bring forth the old because of the new. And I will set my Tabernacle among you: and my soul shall not abhor you; and I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people. I am the Lord your God, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, that ye should not be their bondmen; and I have broken the bands of your yoke, and made you go upright.
But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these commandments; And if ye shall despise my statutes, or if your soul abhor my judgments, so that ye will not do all my commandments, [but] that ye break my covenant: I also will do this unto you; I will even appoint over you terror, consumption, and the burning ague, that shall consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of heart: and ye shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it. And I will set my face against you, and ye shall be slain before your enemies: they that hate you shall reign over you; and ye shall flee when none pursueth you.” 
The same Promises are given to the Saints of this Generation:

D&C 103:5-8: “But verily I say unto you, that I have decreed a decree, which my people shall realize, inasmuch as they hearken from this very hour unto the counsel which I, the Lord their God, shall give unto them. Behold they shall, for I have decreed it, begin to prevail against mine enemies from this very hour. And by hearkening to observe all the words which I, the Lord their God, shall speak unto them, they shall never cease to prevail until the kingdoms of the world are subdued under my feet, and the earth is given unto the saints to possess it forever and ever. But inasmuch as they keep not my commandments, and hearken not to observe all my words, the kingdoms of the world shall prevail against them.”
The Lord Requires Obedience to His Law to obtain the Promised Land

Deuteronomy 10:12-15: “And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul. To keep the commandments of the Lord, and His statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good? Behold the Heaven and the Heaven of Heavens is the Lord’s thy God, the earth also, with all that therein is. Only the Lord had a delight in thy fathers to love them, and he chose their seed after them, even you above all people, as it is this day.  
Deuteronomy 11:8-9: “Therefore shall ye keep all the commandments which I command you this day, that ye may be strong, and go in and possess the land, whither ye go to possess it; And that ye may prolong your days in the land, which the Lord sware unto your fathers to give unto them and to their seed, a land that floweth with milk and honey. Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse” 
Deuteronomy 11:26-28: “A blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the Lord your God, which I command you this day: And a curse, if ye will not obey the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn aside out of the way which I command you this day, to go after other gods, which ye have not known.” 

For the effect of Obedience and Disobedience to the Law on ancient Israel and the 

Blessings and Cursings attached to it study the following scriptures in Deuteronomy chapters 4; 5; 6; 7; 8; 10, 11; 28-31.
See Rewards and Punishments-Blessings and Curses
The blessings and cursings that were set forth to ancient Israel were dependent on their obedience or disobedience to the Law of Moses. As they obeyed the Law they inherited the blessings of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Thes blessings included a promised land, living under the Law of God, and His Divine protection for them and their posterity. 
When they neglected the Law of God as contained in the Law of Moses, they were scattered as a people and lost their Divine protection. They were then admonished by prophets to remember the covenant of the Law of Moses to regain their blessings.
The Saints need to be careful not to pollute their Inheritances in the Promised land
The saints are warned against polluting their inheritances once they have gathered to Zion

D&C 103:14: “Nevertheless, if they pollute their inheritances they shall be thrown down; for I will not spare them if they pollute their inheritances.” 
The Children of Israel Covenanted to Obey the Law of Moses
Exodus 24:3: “And Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord, and all the judgments: and all the people answered with one voice, and said, All the words which the Lord hath said will we do.” 
Exodus 24:7-8: “And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they said, All that the Lord hath said will we do, and be obedient. And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled [it] on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the Lord hath made with you concerning all these words.” 
The Children of Israel were commanded to donate property to build a Tabernacle which was to serve as a reminder to Israel of the covenant they had entered into. The Ten Commandments as part of the law were to be placed in the Tabernacle. Also various sacrificial rites and offerings were to be made to assist in keeping Israel clean and worthy. The Lord then reiterated the promise that He would be a God to Israel and they would witness His power among them:
Exodus 29:45-46: “And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be their God. And they shall know that I am the Lord their God, that brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, that I may dwell among them: I am the Lord their God.” 
The Tabernacle Contained the Covenant of the Law of Moses

Contained within the Tabernacle was the Ark of the Covenant which was an oblong chest overlaid with gold. The Ark contained ‘the two tables of testimony, tables of stone, written by the finger of God’ upon Mount Sinai. These tablets contained the Law of God. 
I Kings 8:9: “There was nothing in the Ark save the two tables of stone, which Moses put there at Horeb, when the Lord made a covenant with the Children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Israel” (see Exodus 31:18)
The Tabernacle containing the Ark of the Covenant was to be treated with the greatest reverence, because it was a constant reminder to Israel of the covenant they had entered into with Jehovah. The Temples of the Church today serve the same purpose.
The Book of the Law of Moses when Completed was a Witness to Israel: 
Deut 31: 24-26: “And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this Law in a book, until they were finished Moses commanded…. saying, Take this book of the Law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee.” 
In the Church today Modern Israel has the book of the Law even the Doctrine and Covenants. It is placed on the alter in the Temple and stands as a witness of the Law Israel is expected to keep.
Subsequent Leaders to Moses taught Israel to obey His Law
Leaders of Israel after Moses were admonished Israel to obey the Law of Moses so they would continue to Prosper in the Land

Moses’ successors like Joshua were admonished to be strict in causing the people to follow the law. A short time after the completion of the book, Moses gave his authority to his successor Joshua and was taken by the Lord. (See Deut 31:23; 34:5-6)

Joshua had received the keys of revelation and the Lord spoke to him:
Joshua 1:7-8: “Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. This book of the Law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein; for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.”  (See Joshua 22:5; 23:6; 24:31.)
Likewise, modern Israel is under the same obligation to follow their Law as contained in the Doctrine and Covenants and then they too will prosper and receive their promised land.
Isaiah in calling the people to repent admonished them to obey the Law:
Isaiah 8:20: “To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them” 
Isaiah explained why Israel would become a desolate and scattered people: 
Isaiah 5:20, 23-25: “Woe unto them that call evil good and good evil, that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter… which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him. 
Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the Law of the Lord of Hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.     Therefore, is the anger of the lord kindled against His people, and He hath stretched forth His hand against them and hath smitten them….” 
Hosea identified the reason why his people had suffered the wrath of God: 
Hosea 4:6-7 extracts: “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge…thou hast forgotten the Law of thy God… as they increased so they sinned against me: therefore will I change their glory into shame.” (See Jeremiah 9:13-16; 32:22-25)

Jeremiah 44:10: “They are not humbled even unto this day, neither have they feared, nor walked in my law, nor in my statutes, that I set before you and before your fathers.”  

Habakkuk explains why it was difficult to obey the Law whilst living among the wicked:    
Habakkuk 1:3-4: “Why dost thou show me iniquity, and cause me to behold grievance? For spoiling and violence are before me; and there are that raise up strife and contention. Therefore, the Law is slacked, and judgement doth never go forth; for the wicked doth compass about the righteous; therefore wrong judgement proceedeth.” 
Through Neglect the Law of Moses had to be Re-Established
In the reign of Josiah, the Book of the Law of Moses was found:
2 Chronicles 34:14-21: (extracts) “Hilkiah the priest found a Book of the Law of the Lord given by Moses… and Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan and Shaphan carried the book to the king…. and it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the law that he rent his clothes… for great is the wrath of the Lord that is poured out upon us, because our fathers have not kept the word of the Lord, to do after all that is written in this book.” (See 2 Chronicles 34:29-33; 2 Kings 22:8-13; 23:1-3)
Nehemiah recognised why great afflictions had come upon his people: 

Nehemiah 1:7: “We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments, which thou commandedst thy servant Moses” (See v 5-10)
Nehemiah endeavoured to put this right by making sure his people were brought together and thoroughly taught the Law of Moses by Ezra the scribe. They then were expected as a body of people to put the Law into practise. (See Nehemiah 8:1-8, 13-18; 9:1-3, 29-38)
It has to be remembered that throughout all the time that ancient Israel struggled in following the Law of Moses it was always available to them. They instead substituted their own belief systems that did not conform as required to the Law of Moses.
The Blessings of Modern Israel are Dependent upon their Obedience to the Law of God in the Doctrine and Covenants
D&C 42:66-67: “Ye shall observe the laws which ye have received and be faithful and ye shall hereafter receive church covenants, such as shall be sufficient to establish you, both here and in the New Jerusalem” 
D&C 41:3: “And by the prayer of your faith ye shall receive my Law, that ye may know how to govern my Church and have all things right before me.”
D&C 42:59: “Thou shalt take the things which thou hast received, which have been given unto thee in my scriptures for a Law, to be my law to govern my Church.”
D&C 58:23: “Behold, the Laws which ye have received from my hand are the Laws of the Church, and in this light ye shall hold them forth. Behold, here is wisdom”
Comparison between the ‘Doctrine and Covenants’ and the Prophet Joseph Smith to the ‘Law of Moses’ and the Prophet Moses.
The Lord likened Joseph to Moses: 
D&C 28:2: “But, behold, verily, verily, I say unto thee, no one shall be appointed to receive commandments and revelations in this church excepting my servant Joseph Smith Jun. for he receiveth them even as Moses.” (See Genesis J.S.T 50:26-30)
The Lord speaking to Moses said He would raise up another like unto him referring to the Prophet Joseph Smith:
Moses 1:41; “And in a day when the children of men shall esteem my words as naught and take many of them from the book which thou shalt write, behold, I will raise up another like unto thee; and they shall be had again among the children of men--among as many as shall believe.” 
Nephi recorded the ancient prophesy of Joseph in which he saw this comparison between Moses and the Prophet Joseph: 

2 Nephi 3:9: “And he shall be great like unto Moses, whom I have said I would raise up unto you, to deliver my people, O House of Israel” (see 2 Nephi 3:7-21)
Moses was the Head of His dispensation up to the First Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. All the great Prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, constantly reminded Israel that they needed to obey the ‘Law of Moses’ to receive the blessings of Heaven.

Joseph Smith is the head of this last dispensation which will continue to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. All subsequent leaders of the church given the keys of the priesthood since the time of the Prophet Joseph are under obligation to obey the Laws of the church given to him. Like ancient Israel who were placed under the Old Covenant to live the ‘Law of Moses’ modern Israel are under obligation to live the New Covenant given through their Prophet as recorded in the ‘Doctrines and Covenants’. 
The Lord makes His Law known at the beginning of each dispensation. This applies to both ancient and modern Israel. 
Isaiah 48:1-6 (extracts): “Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are called by the name of Israel…. which sware by the name of the Lord, and make mention of the God of Israel, but not in truth, nor in righteousness….  I have declared the former things from the beginning: and they went forth out of my mouth, and I showed them; I did them suddenly and they came to pass. Because I knew that thou art obstinate and thy neck is an iron sinew, and thy brow brass; I have even from the beginning, declared it to thee; before it came to pass, I showed it thee. 

D&C 1:7, 37: “Wherefore, fear and tremble, O ye people, for what I the Lord have decreed in them shall be fulfilled ....... Search these commandments, for they are true and faithful, and the prophecies and promises which are in them shall all be fulfilled.”
D&C 58:6-7: “Behold, verily I say unto you, for this cause I have sent you-that you might be obedient, and that your hearts might be prepared to bear testimony of the things which are to come. And also, that you might be honoured in laying the foundation, and in bearing record of the land upon which the Zion of God shall stand.”
The Lord made known all essential matters to modern Israel through His prophet Joseph and recorded in modern scripture. The Doctrine and Covenants contains the stamp of authority of God and is therefore authoritative and binding upon all people today. The Lord has said:

D&C 1:6: “Behold, this is mine authority, and the authority of my servants, and my preface unto the Book of my Commandments, which I have given them to publish unto you, O inhabitants of the earth.” 
It is my personal conviction that the church should endeavour as far as possible in its present circumstances to conform to the teachings and practices given by the Lord to His servant Joseph Smith and recorded in the Doctrine and Covenants. The Lord has given His Doctrine and Law for this generation of Saints so they know what to teach and practise in the Church up to the time of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. 
Establishing Ancient Israel in their Promised Land-A Future Guide

The following additional factors on how ancient Israel became established in their Land of Promise should be considered by modern Israel when they pursue the same goal. 

The Children of Israel not to make Covenants with Others
The Lord made a covenant with the people of Israel that He would “do marvels such as have not been done in all the earth, nor in any nation; and all the people among which thou art shall see the work of the Lord.” (Exo 34:10) In return the Children of Israel had to observe the commandment not to make any covenant or agreements with the people they were to cast out of the land:
Exodus 34:12-16: “Take heed to thyself lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, lest it be a snare in the midst of thee But ye shall destroy their alters, break their images….. lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and whoring after their Gods…. and thou take of their daughters unto thy sons...” 

Isaiah Warned Modern Israel of the Consequences of doing the same.
Isaiah 28:15-18: “Because ye have said , we have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge and under falsehood have we hid…. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation (the foundation is laid for Zion see D&C 58:6-7,13 )  ….Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet; and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place. And your covenant with death shall be disannulled and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it”    

Ancient Israel were warned not do the same as the people of the land they are to inherit

Leviticus 18:24-25, 27-30: “Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things (see v 6-23 includes homosexuality and adultery) for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you: And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants. Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and my judgments and not commit any of these abominations….  For all these abominations have the men of the land done, which [were] before you, and the land is defiled…. that the land spue not you out also, when ye defile it, as it spued out the nations that [were] before you. For whosoever shall commit any of these abominations, even the souls that commit them shall be cut off from among their people.”  
Leviticus 20:22-24, 26: “Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes and all my judgments and do them: that the land whither I bring you to dwell therein, spue you not out. And ye shall not walk in the manners of the nation, which I cast out before you: for they committed all these things, and therefore I abhorred them. But I have said unto you, ‘Ye shall inherit their land, and I will give it unto you to possess it, a land that floweth with milk and honey: I am the Lord your God, which have separated you from other people. And ye shall be Holy unto me: for I the Lord am holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye should be mine. Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them: that the land, whither I bring you to dwell therein, spue you not out.’” 
The Enemies of Israel are to be Scattered and not to be Feared
Numbers 10:35: “And it came to pass, when the ark set forward, that Moses said: ‘Rise up, Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered; and let them that hate thee flee before thee.’” 
Numbers 14:9: “Only rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and the Lord is with us: fear them not.” 

The Enemies of the Saints in the Land of Zion will be Destroyed 
D&C 105:14-15: “For behold, I do not require at their hands to fight the battles of Zion; for, as I said in a former commandment, even so will I fulfil-- I will fight your battles. Behold, the destroyer I have sent forth to destroy and lay waste mine enemies; and not many years hence they shall not be left to pollute mine heritage, and to blaspheme my name upon the lands which I have consecrated for the gathering together of my saints.” 
D&C 103:24-26: “And inasmuch as mine enemies come against you to drive you from my goodly land, which I have consecrated to be the land of Zion, even from your own lands after these testimonies, which ye have brought before me against them, ye shall curse them; and whomsoever ye curse, I will curse, and ye shall avenge me of mine enemies and my presence shall be with you even in avenging me of mine enemies, unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me.
The Lord Blesses those who Desire to Obtain their Promised Land.

Moses set the land before the people and told them not to fear or be discouraged:

Deuteronomy 1:21: “Behold, the Lord thy God hath set the land before thee: go up and possess it, as the Lord God of thy fathers hath said unto thee; fear not, neither be discouraged.” 
Joshua and Caleb trusted in the Lord that He would assist them whilst others feared: 
Numbers 13: 27-28, 30-31: “And they told him, and said, we came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it. Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak there. And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, ‘Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.’ But the men that went up with him said, we be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we.” 
Numbers 14:2-3: “And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, ‘Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt!’ or ‘would God we had died in this wilderness! And wherefore hath the Lord brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt?’” 
Numbers 14:6-10: “And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them that searched the land, rent their clothes: And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land. If the Lord delight in us, then He will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey. Only rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and the Lord is with us: fear them not. But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. And the glory of the Lord appeared in the tabernacle of the congregation before all the Children of Israel.” 

The Lord requires a Desire and Willingness from Modern Israel to obtain their Land of Zion
D&C 64:34: “Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the willing and obedient shall eat the good of the Land of Zion in these last days.” 
D&C 38:18-19: “And I hold forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a Land of Promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse when the Lord cometh; And I will give it unto you for the land of your inheritance, if you seek it with all your hearts.”
D&C 101:74-75: “And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion. There is even now already in store sufficient, yea, even an abundance, to redeem Zion, and establish her waste places, no more to be thrown down, were the churches, who call themselves after my name, willing to hearken to my voice.” 
The Presence of God is felt by Israel as they seek their Promised land

Exodus 13:21-22: “And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them he way; and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light; to go by day and night. He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.”
Exodus 34:34-35: “But when Moses went in before the Lord to speak with Him, he took the vail off, until he came out. And he came out, and spake unto the Children of Israel [that] which he was commanded. And the Children of Israel saw the face of Moses that the skin of Moses' face shone, and Moses put the vail upon his face again, until he went in to speak with Him.” 
Numbers 14:14: “And they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land: for they have heard that thou Lord art among this people, that thou Lord art seen face to face, and that thy cloud standeth over them, and that thou goest before them, by daytime in a pillar of a cloud and in a pillar of fire by night. (See Exodus 13:21)
A cloud rested upon the Tabernacle during the day and the appearance of fire by night on a continuous basis. (See Numbers 9-15-23) 
Modern Israel will be blessed with a similar occurrence when the Temple of the New Jerusalem is built. 

D&C 84:4-5: “Verily this is the word of the Lord, that the City New Jerusalem shall be built by the gathering of the saints, beginning at this place, even the place of the Temple, which Temple shall be reared in this generation. For verily this generation shall not all pass away until an House shall be built unto the Lord, and a cloud shall rest upon it, which cloud shall be even the glory of the Lord, which shall fill the House.”
Isaiah Prophesied of the Glory of the Future Zion:

Isaiah 4:5: “And the Lord will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night…” 
When the Tabernacle of the Lord was completed the power of God was manifest:
Exodus 40:33-38: “So Moses finished the work…... Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the Lord filled the Tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the Lord filled the Tabernacle. And when the cloud was taken up from over the Tabernacle, the Children of Israel went onward in all their journeys: But if the cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed not till the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of the Lord was upon the Tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the House of Israel, throughout all their journeys.” 

The Land of Promise is Divided into Inheritances by Tribe and Family

Numbers 26:52-56: “And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, ‘Unto these the land shall be divided for an inheritance according to the number of names. To many thou shalt give the more inheritance, and to few thou shalt give the less inheritance: to everyone shall his inheritance be given according to those that were numbered of him. Notwithstanding the land shall be divided by lot: according to the names of the tribes of their fathers they shall inherit. According to the lot shall the possession thereof be divided between many and few?”  
In this day the saints will receive an inheritance as families in Zion as appointed by the Bishop and the First Presidency. (See D&C 48:1-6; D&C 57:1-15; D&C 58:49, 51-54; D&C 63:29-31; D&C 101:63, 67-74; D&C 105:29)
The Temple is to be Built of the Finest Materials
The Tabernacle or Temple was to be built of the finest materials including gold, silver and brass. (See Exodus 25-26, 31:1-6.) When it was dedicated the Israelites were to offer an acceptable sacrifice unto the Lord. (See Numbers chapter 7). In the last days likewise the best materials of the earth are to used in the construction of the Temple of the Lord (see D&C 124:11) Modern Israel must likewise be ready to offer an acceptable offering unto their God when their Temple is completed. (D&C 128:24)
Israel are Proved in the Wilderness to see if they Keep the Commandments

Deuteronomy 8:1-2: “All the commandments which I command thee this day shall ye observe to do, that ye may live, and multiply, and go in and possess the land which the Lord sware unto your fathers. And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.” 
Deuteronomy 8:5-8: “Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth thee. Therefore, thou shalt keep the commandments of the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and to fear him. For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring out of valleys and hills. 
The Saints today are being Tried and Tested in Preparation for their Future Entrance into the Promised Land of Zion 

D&C 49:24: “But before the great Day of the Lord shall come, Jacob shall flourish in the wilderness…”  
D&C 98:14-15: “Therefore, be not afraid of your enemies, for I have decreed in my heart, saith the Lord, that I will prove you in all things, whether you will abide in my covenant, even unto death, that you may be found worthy. For if ye will not abide in my covenant ye are not worthy of me”
D&C 105:6: “And my people must needs be chastened until they learn obedience, if it must needs be by the things which they suffer.” 
D&C 101:4-5: “Therefore, they must needs be chastened and tried, even as Abraham, who was commanded to offer up his only son. For all those who will not endure chastening, but deny me, cannot be sanctified” 
A Special Relationship with God

The promise of receiving a special relationship to God was given to the ancient Israelites who were in bondage in Egypt. The Lord speaking to Israel in Egypt said:  

Exodus 6:5-8: “And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the Lord your God, which bringeth you out from under the Egyptians. And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it to you for an heritage: I am the Lord.” (See Leviticus 25:38, 55.
After Moses had brought Israel out of their Egyptian bondage, he sought to obtain this special relationship which the Lord had promised His people. The Lord spoke with Moses “face to face” in the Tabernacle. Moses said to the Lord, “consider that this nation is thy people”, the Lord replied, “My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest”. Moses then said, “…. wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight? Is it not in that thou goest with us? So shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are upon the face of the earth”. Exodus 33:13-16
It was in this separation from other people and in obtaining their Promised Land that the special relationship of Israel to their God was to be established: 
Leviticus 20:24, 26: “Ye shall inherit their land, and I will give it unto you to possess it, a land that floweth with milk and honey; I am the Lord your God, which have separated you from other people…and ye shall be Holy unto me: for I the Lord am Holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye should be mine”.                  
Only by becoming a separate people and establishing their own nation under the Law of God are the people of Israel able to claim the title of becoming a special and peculiar people:
Deuteronomy 7:1, 6-7: “When the Lord thy God shall bring thee into the land whither thou goest to possess it, and hath cast out many nations before thee……. For thou [art] an Holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto Himself, above all people that [are] upon the face of the earth. The Lord did not set His love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye [were] the fewest of all people: 
As Israel covenanted to keep the commandments the Lord promised to make them a Holy people and a great nation:
Deuteronomy 26:15-19: “Look down from thy Holy habitation, from Heaven, and bless thy people Israel, and the land which thou hast given us, as thou swarest unto our fathers, a land that floweth with milk and honey. This day the Lord thy God hath commanded thee to do these statutes and judgments: thou shalt therefore keep and do them with all thine heart, and with all thy soul. 
Thou hast avouched the Lord this day to be thy God, and to walk in His ways, and to keep His statutes, and His commandments, and His judgments, and to hearken unto His voice.   And the Lord hath avouched thee this day to be His peculiar people, as He hath promised thee, and that [thou] shouldest keep all His commandments; And to make thee high above all nations which He hath made, in praise, and in name, and in honour; and that thou mayest be an Holy people unto the  Lord thy God, as he hath spoken.” 
When Modern Israel inherit their Promised Land and become a separate people under His Law this special relationship with God will be renewed:

 D&C 42:8-9: “…Ye shall build up my church in every region until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on high, when the city of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may be gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God.” 

The Lord has said ‘be one and if ye are not one ye are not mine’ (D&C 38:27) referring to the principle of equality which will only be accomplished through the Law of Consecration under the united Order when the Saints gather to Zion. 
Seeking the Blessings of a Promised Land 

Why did the Children of Israel not seek the blessings of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob willingly which included a Promised Land whilst in bondage in Egypt? Why did they wait until their afflictions and burdens were so great that they were of necessity pleading with the Lord for help in being released from that bondage? 
Maybe it is just human nature when individuals are in comfortable circumstances, they do not concern themselves with striving for such a vague dream as a Promised Land. It would appear that the House of Israel responds to tribulation more than a willingness just to simply comply in obedience to revelation. The Lord has said for this day: 
D&C 101:12-13: “For after much tribulation, as I have said unto you in a former commandment, cometh the blessing. Behold, this is the blessing which I have promised after your tribulations, and the tribulations of your brethren--your redemption, and the redemption of your brethren, even their restoration to the land of Zion, to be established, no more to be thrown down.” 
D&C 101:8: “In the day of their peace they esteemed lightly my counsel; but, in the day of their trouble, of necessity they feel after me.” 
D&C 101:2, 7 extracts: “I, the Lord, have suffered the affliction to come upon them, wherewith they have been afflicted, in consequence of their transgressions…. they were slow to hearken unto the voice of the Lord their God…”
Releasing Israel from Bondage 

Exodus 33:1-3: “And the Lord said unto Moses, Depart, [and] go up hence, thou and the people which thou hast brought up out of the land of Egypt, unto the land which I sware unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it: And I will send an angel before thee; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite: Unto a land flowing with milk and honey: for I will not go up in the midst of thee; for thou [art] a stiffnecked people: lest I consume thee in the way.”
In this day the Lord will once again release the House of Israel out of the bondage. 

D&C 103:15-19: “Behold, I say unto you, the redemption of Zion must needs come by power; therefore, I will raise up unto my people a man, who shall lead them like as Moses led the children of Israel. For ye are the children of Israel and of the seed of Abraham, and ye must needs be led out of bondage by power, and with a stretched-out arm. And as your fathers were led at first, even so shall the redemption of Zion be. Therefore, let not your hearts faint, for I say not unto you as I said unto your fathers: Mine angel shall go up before you, but not my presence. But I say unto you: Mine angels shall go up before you, and also my presence, and in time ye shall possess the goodly land. 
Circumcision is a Token of the Covenant between God and His People
Circumcision is part of the covenant given to Abraham and his seed:

Genesis 17:9-14: “And God said unto Abraham, ‘Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations. This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; every man child among you shall be circumcised. And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you. And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed. He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an Everlasting Covenant. And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant.” 
Circumcision is a token or sign that Israel have entered into and accepted the covenant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to become a separate people under the law of God. To fulfil their part of the covenant Israel needs to create a separate nation under the direction of the priesthood in a land designated and promised to them by their God.

In the Bible Dictionary it explains that circumcision symbolises seperation:
“Circumcision is the token of the Abrahamic covenant. Those who receive it thenceforth enjoyed the privileges and undertook the responsibilities of the covenant. It symbolized some aspects of separation and dedication to God to whom Israel belonged and from the world, the uncircumcised with whom Israel might not mix.

The significance of circumcision was that it was the manifest token of the covenant that the Lord had made with Abraham and his seed. It does not matter that other nations (or groups) also practiced circumcision for to them it did not have the same meaning or purpose.” End of Quote
When Israel came to actually go into the Promised Land and become a seperate people circumcision was essential for the adults who had not been previously circumcised as children.
Joshua 5:2-9: “At that time the Lord said unto Joshua, Make thee sharp knives, and circumcise again the children of Israel the second time. And Joshua made him sharp knives and circumcised the children of Israel at the hill of the foreskins. And this [is] the cause why Joshua did circumcise: All the people that came out of Egypt, [that were] males, [even] all the men of war, died in the wilderness by the way, after they came out of Egypt. Now all the people that came out were circumcised: but all the people [that were] born in the wilderness by the way as they came forth out of Egypt, [them] they had not circumcised. 
For the Children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people [that were] men of war, which came out of Egypt, were consumed, because they obeyed not the voice of the Lord: unto whom the Lord sware that he would not shew them the land, which the Lord sware unto their fathers that he would give us, a land that floweth with milk and honey. 
And their children, [whom] he raised up in their stead, them Joshua circumcised: for they were uncircumcised, because they had not circumcised them by the way. And it came to pass, when they had done circumcising all the people that they abode in their places in the camp, till they were whole. And the Lord said unto Joshua, This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal unto this day.” 

Circumcision was not required of Israel whilst they wandered in the wilderness. As soon as the time arrived for them to enter their Promised Land and become a separate people circumcision was once again required as an essential ordinance as part of the covenant. It is connected with the physical separation of Israel as they seek to become one nation under the Law of God. 
When modern Israel seek to obey the New and Everlasting Covenant in its fulness, including living the United Order in their Promised Land will they need to obey this ordinance which signifies their separation? Ancient Israel has set the example and shown the way for their descendents to receive the power to achieve the same promised blessings and thereby fulfil the Abrahamic Covenant by obtaining their Land of Inheritance. END
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