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Introduction

What should be the approach of the Church of Jesus Christ of latter Day Saints to Plural Marriage? The Heading to Section 132 makes it clear that this revelation is about Plural Marriage and not just Eternal Marriage in monogamy. Emma Smith the wife of the Prophet did not accept this revelation because it was about plural marriage. 

It should be remembered that the Law of Plural Marriage has never ceased to function since it was revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith as part of the restoration of all things in this the dispensation of the Fulness of Times. Many faithful priesthood holders including some of our present Apostles have been sealed to more than one wife when they have re-married after becoming widowers. In this sense plural marriage is still practiced in the church today. 
Plural Marriage was ended in the USA in 1890 because of the influence and pressure of the world. It was made the law of the land that polygamy was illegal in the United States where the majority of the saints lived.
Law of the Land

The Lord has counselled the following concerning the observation of the law of the land.

D&C 58:21-23: “Let no man break the laws of the land, for he that keepeth the laws of God hath no need to break the laws of the land. Wherefore, be subject to the powers that be until he reigns whose right it is to reign, and subdues all enemies under his feet. Behold, the laws which ye have received from my hand are the laws of the church, and in this light ye shall hold them forth. Behold, here is wisdom.”

The Saints are relieved of the necessity of keeping a commandment if their enemies make it impossible for them to do so:

D&C 124:49: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that when I give a commandment to any of the sons of men to do a work unto my name, and those sons of men go with all their might and with all they have to perform that work, and cease not their diligence, and their enemies come upon them and hinder them from performing that work, behold, it behooveth me to require that work no more at the hands of those sons of men, but to accept of their offerings.”
Only when it became totally impossible to continue due to the threatened confiscation of all church property did the leaders of the church finally give way. Church leaders continued the practice of plural marriage until the very last moment that they could. The church continued the practice outside of the USA until it finally stopped in 1904. This eventually led to the resignation of two Apostles Elders John W. Taylor and Matthias F. Cowley, who had figured prominently in post-Manifesto polygamy.
This sacred covenant like the United Order must now await the Redemption of Zion, the creation of a separate nation based on the Law of God. Plural Marriage will be restored when Zion is redeemed as Isaiah prophesied: Isaiah 4:1: “And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, ‘we will eat our own bread and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to take away our reproach.’”

What should be the attitude of Latter-Day Saints towards the sacred Law of Plural marriage today? This law is part of the New and Everlasting Covenant or Fulness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. If circumstances allowed the Saints to live this law they should be willing to obey because the blessings accrued would be great. The law of eternal marriage in monogamy however is still in place when polygamy is not authorized. 
Latter-Day Saints should not speak detrimentally of this sacred covenant or diminish its stature in any way whatsoever. When the Priesthood of God speak lightly of Celestial Plural Marriage or try to separate it from Eternal marriage as not essential for their Eternal Glory they are in error. 

It is of concern what some leaders have been teaching concerning Plural Marriage in recent times? Have church leaders been accentuating the positive that plural marriage is an Eternal Law according to scripture? Is it being taught that plural marriage is part of the New and Everlasting Covenant and is only put on hold due to the Law of the land? Or is the negative being taught that it is no longer part of church doctrine and will not be lived in the future? 

When the Priesthood of God speak lightly of Celestial Plural Marriage or try to separate it from Eternal marriage as not essential for their Eternal Glory according to the scriptures and testimonies of previous leaders of the church they are in error. Read the testimonies on Plural marriage by leaders who had the privilege of living this law including President Joseph F. Smith, President John Taylor, President Wilford Woodruff, and President Brigham Young. Their testimony was received by living the law.

John 7:17: “If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”
Plural Marriage was Part of the Law of Moses under Certain Conditions

Plural Marriage was not only sanctioned by God for the Great Patriarchs, Prophets and Kings such as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses, it was also allowed under certain conditions generally for the House of Israel. As part of the Law of Moses the following is recorded:

Deuteronomy 25:5: “If brethren dwell together, and one of them die, and have no child, the wife of the dead shall not marry without unto a stranger: her husband’s brother shall go in unto her, and take her to him to wife, and perform the duty of a husband’s brother unto her.” (See also v 6-10)
Deuteronomy 21:15: “If a man have two wives, one beloved, and another hated, and they have born him children….”

Exodus 21-Heading “The Lord reveals His laws pertaining to servants; plural marriages….”

Exodus 21:10: “If he take him another wife; her food, her raiment, and her duty of marriage, shall not diminish”
Martin Luther Supported Polygamy

“Periodically, Christian reform movements that have aimed at rebuilding Christian doctrine based on the Bible alone (sola scriptura) have at least temporarily accepted polygamy as a Biblical practice. For example, during the Protestant Reformation, in a document referred to simply as "Der Beichtrat" (or "The Confessional Advice" ) Martin Luther granted the Landgrave Philip of Hesse, who, for many years, had been living "constantly in a state of adultery and fornication,"[29] a dispensation to take a second wife. The double marriage was to be done in secret however, to avoid public scandal. Some fifteen years earlier, in a letter to the Saxon Chancellor Gregor Brück, Luther stated that he could not "forbid a person to marry several wives, for it does not contradict Scripture." (Wikipedia-Plural Marriage)
See this web site for a full list of Biblical polygamists-
http://www.biblicalpolygamy.com/polygamists/
The Law that God Revealed in Section 132

What caused the Prophet Joseph to inquire of the Lord to bring forth this revelation since he already understood fully the importance of marriage?
D&C 132:1-2: “Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you my servant Joseph, that inasmuch as you have inquired of my hand to know and understand wherein I, the Lord, justified my servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as also Moses, David and Solomon, my servants, as touching the principle and doctrine of their having many wives and concubines-- Behold, and lo, I am the Lord thy God, and will answer thee as touching this matter.”

The inquiry Joseph made was specifically about Plural marriage. The revelation received was therefore about this subject of plurality of wives not just marriage for time and eternity. The doctrine of Plural marriage is referred to in the following scripture by the Saviour as “My Law” How do members of the church enter this Law?
D&C 132:32-33: “Go ye, therefore, and do the works of Abraham; enter ye into My Law and ye shall be saved. But if ye enter not into my law ye cannot receive the promise of my Father, which he made unto Abraham.”
According to verse 32 this Law is entered by doing the works of Abraham. What were the works of Abraham? 
D&C 132:34-35, 37: “God commanded Abraham, and Sarah gave Hagar to Abraham to wife. And why did she do it? Because this was the law; and from Hagar sprang many people. This, therefore, was fulfilling, among other things, the promises. Was Abraham, therefore, under condemnation? Verily I say unto you, Nay; for I, the Lord, commanded it…… Abraham received concubines, and they bore him children; and it was accounted unto him for righteousness, because they were given unto him, and he abode in My Law........”
Further explanation of these works is then given 
D&C 132:37-38: “….. Isaac also and Jacob did none other things than that which they were commanded…... David also received many wives and concubines, and also Solomon and Moses my servants, as also many others of my servants, from the beginning of creation until this time; and in nothing did they sin save in those things which they received not of me.”

The Lord clearly states that in having plural wives the ancient servants of God did not sin.
The Law of Plural Marriage is explained in further detail: 
The main reason for the observance of this law was to multiply and replenish the earth for ‘herein is the work of my Father continued, that he may be glorified.’
D&C 132:61-62: “And again, as pertaining to the Law of the Priesthood--if any man espouse a virgin, and desire to espouse another, and the first give her consent, and if he espouse the second, and they are virgins, and have vowed to no other man, then is he justified; he cannot commit adultery for they are given unto him; for he cannot commit adultery with that that belongeth unto him and to no one else. And if he have ten virgins given unto him by this law, he cannot commit adultery, for they belong to him, and they are given unto him; therefore is he justified. But if one or either of the ten virgins, after she is espoused, shall be with another man, she has committed adultery, and shall be destroyed; for they are given unto him to multiply and replenish the earth, according to my commandment, and to fulfil the promise which was given by my Father before the foundation of the world, and for their exaltation in the Eternal Worlds, that they may bear the souls of men; for herein is the work of my Father continued, that he may be glorified.” 
The Law as it pertains to the wife is then explained:
D&C 132:64-65: “And again, verily, verily, I say unto you, if any man have a wife, who holds the keys of this power, and he teaches unto her the Law of my Priesthood, as pertaining to these things, then shall she believe and administer unto him, or she shall be destroyed, saith the Lord your God; for I will destroy her; for I will magnify my name upon all those who receive and abide in my Law. Therefore, it shall be lawful in me, if she receive not this law, for him to receive all things whatsoever I, the Lord his God, will give unto him, because she did not believe and administer unto him according to my Word; and she then becomes the transgressor; and he is exempt from the Law of Sarah, who administered unto Abraham according to the Law when I commanded Abraham to take Hagar to wife.”
The Law of Plural Marriage is a New and Everlasting Covenant
D&C 132:4-6: “For behold, I reveal unto you a New and an Everlasting covenant; and if ye abide not that covenant, then are ye damned; for no one can reject this covenant and be permitted to enter into my glory. For all who will have a blessing at my hands shall abide the law which was appointed for that blessing, and the conditions thereof, as were instituted from before the foundation of the world. And as pertaining to the New and Everlasting Covenant, it was instituted for the fullness of my Glory; and he that receiveth a fullness thereof must and shall abide the law, or he shall be damned, saith the Lord God.” 

This revelation is also part of the restoration of all things through the power of God:

D&C 132:45: “For I have conferred upon you the keys and power of the priesthood, wherein I restore all things, and make known unto you all things in due time.”
D&C 132:40 “I am the Lord thy God and I gave unto thee, my servant Joseph, an appointment, and restore all things. Ask what ye will, and it shall be given unto you according to my word.”

Obedience to the Law of God
An important part of this revelation on plural marriage is the emphasis on obedience to the Law which God has revealed. When the Law has been revealed and is in operation obedience is required or progress is stopped:
D&C 132:3-4: “Therefore, prepare thy heart to receive and obey the instructions which I am about to give unto you; for all those who have this law revealed unto them must obey the same. For behold, I reveal unto you a new and an everlasting covenant; and if ye abide not that covenant, then are ye damned; for no one can reject this covenant and be permitted to enter into my glory.” 
D&C 132:53: “For I am the Lord thy God, and ye shall obey my voice.”

Being sealed correctly by God’s Law also applies to a monogamous relationship
D&C 132:18: “And again, verily I say unto you, if a man marry a wife, and make a covenant with her for time and for all eternity, if that covenant is not by me or by my word, which is my law, and is not sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise, through him whom I have anointed and appointed unto this power, then it is not valid neither of force when they are out of the world, because they are not joined by me, saith the Lord, neither by my word; when they are out of the world it cannot be received there, because the angels and the gods are appointed there, by whom they cannot pass; they cannot, therefore, inherit my glory; for my house is a house of order, saith the Lord God.”
D&C 132:8-10: “Behold, mine house is a house of order, saith the Lord God, and not a house of confusion. Will I accept of an offering, saith the Lord that is not made in my name? Or will I receive at your hands that which I have not appointed?” 

Blessings Flow from Obedience to this Law

The Law of Celestial Marriage, which includes the plurality of wives, brings forth blessings. It is a New and Everlasting Covenant and therefore an essential part of the fulness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Obedience to the law brings the blessing that is attached to that law:

D&C 132:5: “For all who will have a blessing at my hands shall abide the law which was appointed for that blessing, and the conditions thereof, as were instituted from before the foundation of the world.” 
Obedience to Law to receive the blessings is emphasized in other scriptures 
D&C 130:20-21: “There is a Law irrevocably decreed in heaven before the foundation of this world upon which all blessings are predicated; and when we obtain any blessing from God, it is by obedience to that Law upon which it is predicated.” 
D&C 132:16: “Those who are obedient receive “…a far more, and an exceeding, and an eternal weight of glory”
The great blessings to be received are outlined as follows: 

D&C 132:19-20: “Ye shall come forth in the first resurrection; and if it be after the first resurrection, in the next resurrection; and shall inherit thrones, kingdoms, principalities, and powers, dominions, all heights and depths…….  they shall pass by the angels, and the Gods, which are set there, to their exaltation and glory in all things, as hath been sealed upon their heads, which glory shall be a fulness and a continuation of the seeds forever and ever. Then shall they be Gods, because they have no end; therefore, shall they be from everlasting to everlasting, because they continue; then shall they be above all, because all things are subject unto them. Then shall they be Gods, because they have all power, and the angels are subject unto them.”

D&C 132:23-24: “But if ye receive me in the world, then shall ye know me, and shall receive your Exaltation; that where I am ye shall be also. This is Eternal Lives--to know the only wise and true God, and Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent. I am He. Receive ye, therefore, my Law.” 

D&C 132:55: “…. and I will bless him and multiply him and give unto him an hundred-fold in this world, of fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, houses and lands, wives and children, and crowns of eternal lives in the eternal worlds.”
The Lord will magnify those who obey this Law: D&C 132:64: “.... For I will magnify my name upon all those who receive and abide in my Law.”
It is Through Obedience to Law that Saints Receive the Promises
D&C 132:32-33: “Go ye, therefore, and do the works of Abraham; enter ye into my Law and ye shall be saved. But if ye enter not into my law ye cannot receive the promise of my Father, which he made unto Abraham.”

D&C 132:29: “Abraham received all things, whatsoever he received, by revelation and commandment, by my word, saith the Lord, and hath entered into his exaltation and sitteth upon his throne.” 
D&C 132:34: “…. Why did she do it? Because this was the law…. this, therefore, was fulfilling, among other things, the promises.”
This Law is Binding and of Full Force After this Life

D&C 132:19 “And again, verily I say unto you, if a man marry a wife by my Word which is my Law, and by the New and Everlasting Covenant….... it shall be done unto them in all things whatsoever my servant hath put upon them, in time, and through all eternity; and shall be of full force when they are out of the world.”

These Laws were given before the world was created.
D&C 132:11-12: “And will I appoint unto you, saith the Lord, except it be by Law, even as I and my Father ordained unto you, before the world was? I am the Lord thy God; and I give unto you this commandment--that no man shall come unto the Father but by me or by my Word, which is my Law, saith the Lord.”  
D&C 132:28: “I am the Lord thy God, and will give unto thee the law of my Holy Priesthood, as was ordained by me and my Father before the world was.”
Lack of Obedience to the Law brings Restrictions 
Unless things in this world are appointed by the Word or Law of God they are thrown down and will not remain after death or in the resurrection. 
To be destroyed in these scriptures is to be damned or curtailed from further spiritual advancement.
D&C 132:13-15, 18: “And everything that is in the world, whether it be ordained of men, by thrones, or principalities, or powers, or things of name, whatsoever they may be, that are not by Me or by my Word, saith the Lord, shall be thrown down, and shall not remain after men are dead, neither in nor after the resurrection, saith the Lord your God. For whatsoever things remain are by me; and whatsoever things are not by me shall be shaken and destroyed. Therefore, they are not bound by any law when they are out of the world …... if that covenant is not by Me or by my Word, which is my Law…. then it is not valid neither of force when they are out of the world, because they are not joined by me, saith the Lord, neither by my word; they cannot, therefore, inherit my Glory; for my House is a House of order, saith the Lord God.”  
The Lord has said elsewhere “I, the Lord, am bound when ye do what I say; but when you do not what I say, ye have no promise.” D&C 82:10
D&C 132:4 “…And if ye abide not that covenant, then are ye damned; for no one can reject this covenant and be permitted to enter into my glory” (132:12)
D&C 132:6: “And as pertaining to the New and Everlasting Covenant, it was instituted for the fullness of my Glory; and he that receiveth a fullness thereof must and shall abide the law, or he shall be damned, saith the Lord God.”
D&C 132:17: “For these angels did not abide my Law; therefore, they cannot be enlarged.”
D&C 132:21-22: “Verily verily, I say unto you, except ye abide My Law ye cannot attain to this Glory. For strait is the gate, and narrow the way that leadeth unto the exaltation and continuation of the lives, and few there be that find it, because ye receive me not in the world neither do ye know me.”

The saints are given a stark choice to choose between Eternal lives or Eternal deaths:
D&C 132:24-25: “This is Eternal Lives--to know the only wise and true God, and Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent. I am he. Receive ye, therefore, my Law. Broad is the gate, and wide the way that leadeth to the deaths; and many there are that go in thereat, because they receive me not, neither do they abide in my Law.”
D&C 132:27: “......And he that abideth not this Law can in nowise enter into my Glory, but shall be damned, saith the Lord.”
D&C 132:54: “But if she will not abide this commandment she shall be destroyed, saith the Lord; for I am the Lord thy God, and will destroy her if she abide not in my Law.”
The Purpose of Plural Marriage
The Lord has said “For behold this is my Work and my Glory, to bring to pass the Immortality and Eternal Life of Man.” (Moses 1:39) It is only through man exercising these powers, that he glorifies His Heavenly Father. This glory consists of a continuation of the seeds:
D&C 132:19: “…. Which glory shall be a fulness and a continuation of the seeds forever and ever.”

D&C 132:30-31: “Abraham received promises concerning his seed, and the fruit of his loins…… which were to continue so long as they were in the world; and as touching Abraham and his seed, out of the world they should continue; both in the world and out of the world should they continue as innumerable as the stars; or, if ye were to count the sand upon the seashore ye could not number them. This promise is yours also, because ye are of Abraham, and the promise was made unto Abraham; and by this law is the continuation of the works of my Father, wherein he glorifieth himself.”
D&C 132:63: “But if one or either of the ten virgins, after she is espoused….. for they are given unto him to multiply and replenish the earth, according to my commandment, and to fulfil the promise which was given by my Father before the foundation of the world, and for their exaltation in the eternal worlds, that they may bear the souls of men; for herein is the work of my Father continued, that he may be glorified.”

This Law has to be Authorized and Performed by the Priesthood 
The Priesthood of God is the power and authority to act in His name as if He was present. The Keys of the Priesthood are held by the President of the High Priesthood, which is the President of the church. (D&C 107:65-67) He is the only person on earth who holds the binding and sealing power of this priesthood and who can authorize Celestial Plural Marriages. He may delegate this authority to other leaders of the Church. 
The following scriptures teach that this Law of God requires the proper authorization and anointing (appointment) by the Priesthood to be recognized in Heaven. 

If an Eternal Marriage whether monogamous or polygamous is not properly authorized and performed by the correct authority it will not continue beyond the grave.
D&C 132:7: “And verily I say unto you, that the conditions of this Law are these: All covenants, contracts, bonds, obligations, oaths, vows, performances, connections, associations, or expectations, that are not made and entered into and sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise, of him who is anointed, both as well for time and for all eternity, and that too most holy, by revelation and commandment through the medium of mine anointed, whom I have appointed on the earth to hold this power (and I have appointed unto my servant Joseph to hold this power in the last days, and there is never but one on the earth at a time on whom this power and the keys of this priesthood are conferred), are of no efficacy, virtue, or force in and after the resurrection from the dead; for all contracts that are not made unto this end have an end when men are dead.”
D&C 132:15-17: “Therefore, if a man marry him a wife in the world, and he marry her not by me nor by my word, and he covenant with her so long as he is in the world and she with him, their covenant and marriage are not of force when they are dead, and when they are out of the world; therefore, they are not bound by any law when they are out of the world. 
Therefore, when they are out of the world they neither marry nor are given in marriage; but are appointed angels in heaven, which angels are ministering servants, to minister for those who are worthy of a far more, and an exceeding, and an eternal weight of glory. For these angels did not abide my Law; therefore, they cannot be enlarged, but remain separately and singly, without exaltation, in their saved condition, to all eternity; and from henceforth are not gods, but are angels of God forever and ever.” 
Even if the words “Time and Eternity” are used in a marriage but there is no proper authorization the marriage will not be valid after this life:
D&C 132:18 “And again, verily I say unto you, if a man marry a wife, and make a covenant with her for time and for all eternity, if that covenant is not by me or by my word, which is my Law, and is not sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise, through him whom I have anointed and appointed unto this power, then it is not valid neither of force when they are out of the world, because they are not joined by me, saith the Lord, neither by my word; when they are out of the world it cannot be received there, because the angels and the gods are appointed there, by whom they cannot pass; they cannot, therefore, inherit my Glory; for my House is a House of Order, saith the Lord God.”
When the proper Priesthood authority functions then the binding or seal continues into eternity providing the couple remain faithful and true to their covenants:
D&C 132:19: “And again, verily I say unto you, if a man marry a wife by my word, which is my law, and by the new and everlasting covenant, and it is sealed unto them by the Holy Spirit of promise, by him who is anointed, unto whom I have appointed this power and the keys of this priesthood; and it shall be said unto them………. it shall be done unto them in all things whatsoever my servant hath put upon them, in time, and through all eternity; and shall be of full force when they are out of the world……”
It is the Prophets of God who hold the Keys of this Power
D&C 132:39: “David's wives and concubines were given unto him of me by the hand of Nathan, my servant, and others of the prophets who had the keys of this power …”
The President of the Church holds the sealing keys. The power of these keys is explained:
D&C 132:45-48: “For I have conferred upon you the keys and power of the Priesthood wherein I restore all things and make known unto you all things in due time. And verily, verily, I say unto you, that whatsoever you seal on earth shall be sealed in heaven; and whatsoever you bind on earth, in my name and by my word, saith the Lord, it shall be eternally bound in the heavens; and whosesoever sins you remit on earth shall be remitted eternally in the heavens; and whosesoever sins you retain on earth shall be retained in heaven. And again, verily I say, whomsoever you bless I will bless, and whomsoever you curse I will curse, saith the Lord; for I, the Lord, am thy God. And again, verily I say unto you, my servant Joseph, that whatsoever you give on earth, and to whomsoever you give any one on earth, by my word and according to my law, it shall be visited with blessings and not cursings, and with my power, saith the Lord, and shall be without condemnation on earth and in heaven.”

D&C 132:58-59: “Now, as touching the Law of the Priesthood, there are many things pertaining thereunto. Verily, if a man be called of my Father, as was Aaron, by mine own voice, and by the voice of him that sent me, and I have endowed him with the keys of the power of this Priesthood, if he do anything in my name, and according to my law and by my word, he will not commit sin, and I will justify him.” 
To Receive a Fullness of the Blessings the Fullness of the Law has to be lived
If Latter Day Saints desire to obtain a fullness of the blessings of Heaven they have to live the fullness of the Law of God. Not one part can be left out. To obtain the full blessings both husband and wife have to be willing to submit to the full Law when in operation. The Fullness of the Law can include the plurality of wives. 
The saints need to obey the whole Law to receive a fulness of the blessings available
 D&C 132:6: “And as pertaining to the New and Everlasting Covenant, it was instituted for the Fullness of my Glory; and he that receiveth a fullness thereof must and shall abide the Law, or he shall be damned, saith the Lord God.” 
The fullness referred to in this scripture is the Glory of the Celestial Kingdom. 
D&C 88:29: “Ye who are quickened by a portion of the Celestial Glory shall then receive of the same, even a Fullness.”  To achieve this fullness the Saints have to be willing to live the full law of the Celestial Kingdom: (See D&C 76:94-95)  

D&C 88:22: “For he who is not able to abide the Law of a Celestial Kingdom cannot abide a Celestial Glory.”
By living the Law of Celestial Plural Marriage, the Faithful are made Rulers over Many Things
Priesthood brethren cannot hide their one talent in the ground without the possibility of losing it. (Mathew 25:28, 29) They need to be willing to increase their talents in all things to please their Heavenly Father. 
The Lord has said to the faithful they will be made ruler over many things:
Matthew 25:21: “His Lord said unto him ‘Well done, [thou] good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.’” 

D&C 52:13: “And behold he that is faithful shall be made ruler over many things.”
This principle can also be applied to the faithful who multiply wives:
D&C 132:52-53: “And let mine handmaid Emma Smith receive all those that have been given unto my servant Joseph, and who are virtuous and pure before me….. For I am the Lord thy God and ye shall obey My voice and I give unto my servant Joseph that he shall be made ruler over many things; for he hath been faithful over a few things, and from henceforth I will strengthen him.”
D&C 132:43-44: “And if her husband be with another woman, and he was under a vow, he hath broken his vow and hath committed adultery. And if she hath not committed adultery, but is innocent and hath not broken her vow, and she knoweth it, and I reveal it unto you, my servant Joseph, then shall you have power, by the power of my Holy Priesthood, to take her and give her unto him that hath not committed adultery but hath been faithful; for he shall be made ruler over many.” 
The Keys and Power of the First Wife-The Law of Sarah

The First wife in the marriage partnership has a key role that has significance in the development of the Eternal Family of a Priesthood Holder. This is known as the Law of Sarah and is explained as part of the Law concerning the formation of Celestial Marriages:
D&C 132:61, 64-65: “And again, as pertaining to the law of the priesthood--if any man espouse a virgin, and desire to espouse another, and the first give her consent….. then is he justified….. And again, verily, verily, I say unto you, if any man have a wife, who holds the keys of this power, and he teaches unto her the law of my priesthood, as pertaining to these things, then shall she believe and administer unto him, or she shall be destroyed, saith the Lord your God; for I will destroy her; for I will magnify my name upon all those who receive and abide in my law. 
Therefore, it shall be lawful in me, if she receive not this law, for him to receive all things whatsoever I, the Lord his God, will give unto him, because she did not believe and administer unto him according to my word; and she then becomes the transgressor; and he is exempt from the Law of Sarah, who administered unto Abraham according to the law when I commanded Abraham to take Hagar to wife.”
It was Sarah who gave Hagar to Abraham to be his wife:

Genesis 16:1-3: “Now Sarai Abram’s wife bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar. And Sarai said unto Abram, ‘behold now, the Lord hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her.’ And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai. And Sarai Abram’s wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife.”

See Genesis 30:2-8: Rachel gives her handmaid Bilhah to Jacob 
Genesis 30: 9-13: Leah gives her handmaid Zilpah to Jacob.
Plural marriage must have been a common practice at that time because it was Laban who willingly gave both his daughters Rachel and Leah to Jacob to be his wives. Jacob would have willingly just settled for Rachel. (See Genesis 29)
Let No Man Set on My Servant Joseph
Joseph had great difficulty and opposition in introducing the Law of Plural Marriage. He had opposition from within his own family, from within the church and of course from those outside the church who were opposed to everything he stood for. The Lord in this revelation however gave a warning to all of those opposed to the Prophet Joseph:
D&C 132:60: “…. If he do anything in my name, and according to my Law and by my Word, he will not commit sin, and I will justify him. Let no one, therefore, set on my servant Joseph; for I will justify him; for he shall do the sacrifice which I require at his hands for his transgressions, saith the Lord your God.”
The Lord would justify Joseph in all His righteous endeavors inasmuch as he obeyed the correct principles given to Him. Should he err the Lord would take care of that as well. Like Abraham the Lord had accepted the Prophet’s offering:
D&C 132:50: “Behold, I have seen your sacrifices, and will forgive all your sins; I have seen your sacrifices in obedience to that which I have told you. Go, therefore, and I make a way for your escape, as I accepted the offering of Abraham of his son Isaac.”
The Lord Sealed upon Joseph his Eternal Life:
D&C 132:49: “For I am the Lord thy God, and will be with thee even unto the end of the world, and through all eternity; for verily I seal upon you your Exaltation, and prepare a throne for you in the Kingdom of my Father, with Abraham your father.”
D&C 132:57: “…For I am the Lord thy God, and he (Joseph) is my servant; and behold, and lo, I am with him, as I was with Abraham, thy father, even unto his exaltation and glory.”
Joseph having received the Holy Spirit of Promise by the appointment of the Lord was placed in the position that his transgressions would be forgiven by the Lord as outlined in the following scripture:
D&C 132:26-27: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, if a man marry a wife according to my word, and they are sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise, according to mine appointment, and he or she shall commit any sin or transgression of the New and Everlasting Covenant whatever, and all manner of blasphemies, and if they commit no murder wherein they shed innocent blood, yet they shall come forth in the first resurrection, and enter into their exaltation; but they shall be destroyed in the flesh, and shall be delivered unto the buffetings of Satan unto the day of redemption, saith the Lord God.  The blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, which shall not be forgiven in the world nor out of the world, is in that ye commit murder wherein ye shed innocent blood, and assent unto my death, after ye have received my New and Everlasting covenant, saith the Lord God and he that abideth not this law can in nowise enter into my glory, but shall be damned, saith the Lord.”
The above scripture is different to v19 which refers to the Temple Sealing performed by those appointed and set apart as Sealers. The key words in v 19 “if ye abide in my covenant”, speaks of enduring to the end faithful, by which the couple receive their promise of Eternal Life.
However, the scripture in D&C 132:26-27 is a personal promise and appointment given by the Saviour to those who make their calling and election sure. With that promise comes the amazing blessing that if “he or she shall commit any sin or transgression of the New and Everlasting Covenant whatever, and all manner of blasphemies…. “Yet they shall come forth in the first resurrection, and enter into their exaltation” (See D&C 49:8; 20:34)
Only those who have received this privelege understand the reason why the Lord has given such a ‘carte blanche’ in terms of their personal behaviour. It is therefore wise not to judge the Prophet Joseph for any mistakes he may have made in his effort to introduce the New and Everlasting covenant of Plural Marriage as part of the restoration of all things. 
In the introduction of any new law or requirement of the Lord, mistakes are often made before the correct balance is achieved. Examples such as the Word of Wisdom, the Law of Tithing, sealing to ancestors instead of sealing by adoption, and the calling of the Seventies, etc could all be cited as examples. It can sometimes take years for Priesthood leadership to achieve the correct way for a Law to function as the Lord intended. 
Certain laws such as the Law of Consecration and Plural Marriage can only be successfully and peacefully lived in a Zion environment, where the Law of God is enshrined as the law of society. The experience of the saints trying to establish the United Order and then plural marriage in a hostile society opposed to the light and truth from Heaven is a sufficient example to illustrate this point. 
Any mistakes that Joseph may have made in the process of introducing this sacred law will be rectified in Heaven by a just and loving God. Any individuals who may have been treated unjustly in any way will have their status quo returned if they are worthy. 
Without doubt The Prophet paid the ultimate price for trying to obey the New and Everlasting Covenant of Eternal Marriage. He proved himself faithful to this covenant even unto death
D&C 98:11-15: “And I give unto you a commandment, that ye shall forsake all evil and cleave unto all good, that ye shall live by every word which proceedeth forth out of the mouth of God. For He will give unto the faithful line upon line, precept upon precept; and I will try you and prove you herewith. And whoso layeth down his life in my cause, for my name's sake, shall find it again, even Life Eternal. Therefore, be not afraid of your enemies, for I have decreed in my heart, saith the Lord, that I will prove you in all things, whether you will abide in my Covenant, even unto death, that you may be found worthy. For if ye will not abide in my Covenant ye are not worthy of me” 
The Lord closes this revelation saying that He will reveal more at a later time:
D&C 132:66: “And now, as pertaining to this law, verily, verily, I say unto you, I will reveal more unto you, hereafter; therefore, let this suffice for the present. Behold, I am Alpha and Omega.”
Testimonies of Plur al Marriage

Letter of President John Taylor to Mrs Malinda Merrill dated 19 January 1883 Salt Lake City Freemont, Piute Co Utah (Copy of letter on file at BYU)

“Dear Sister: In regard to the question which you have proposed pertaining to the plurality of wives: you say:

“According to my understanding of the revelation, I thought it was sealing, but some say it is plurality of wives.”

Permit me to say that it is both. You will find that the revelation is on ‘The Eternity of the Marriage Covenant, including the Plurality of Wives’, and the first paragraph reads:

“Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you my servant Joseph, that inasmuch as you have inquired of my hand to know and understand wherein I, the Lord, justified my servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as also Moses, David and Solomon, my servants, as touching the principle and doctrine of their having many wives and concubines.” D&C 132:1
The question that was asked was evidently in relation to those people, and especially in relation to the plurality of wives. In the 4th verse it is said:

D&C 132:4-6: “For behold, I reveal unto you a New and an Everlasting Covenant; and if ye abide not that covenant, then are ye damned; for no one can reject this covenant and be permitted to enter into my glory. For all who will have a blessing at my hands shall abide the law which was appointed for that blessing, and the conditions thereof, as were instituted from before the foundation of the world. And as pertaining to the New and Everlasting Covenant, it was instituted for the Fulness of my Glory; and he that receiveth a fulness thereof must and shall abide the law, or he shall be damned, saith the Lord God.” 
You ask: “if a man and woman go to the House of the Lord and get their endowments and are sealed for time and all eternity, and they two live together quietly and peaceably and teach their children the principles of life and salvation, and bring them up in the fear of the Lord, will they gain an exaltation in the Celestial Kingdom with a continuation of their seed or not? I have been sealed to my husband, and my patriarchal blessing says, ‘I shall raise children in the Millennium’, and I would like to live so as to gain that blessing. I hear men say that one cannot gain an exaltation and a continuation of their seed in the eternal world unless they take more wives than one, and I am anxious to understand it.”

Answer- ‘In fulfilling this you have entered so far into the Everlasting Covenant which is so far acceptable before the Lord, but in regard to the Law it is further said verse 32: 

“Go ye, therefore, and do the works of Abraham; enter ye into my law and ye shall be saved.” The question is: What is the Law? The 34th verse says

“God commanded Abraham, and Sarah gave Hagar to Abraham to wife. And why did she do it? Because this was the Law; and from Hagar sprang many people. This, therefore, was fulfilling, among other things, the promises.” 

In the 37th verse it is said: “Abraham received concubines, and they bore him children; and it was accounted unto him for righteousness, because they were given unto him, and he abode in my Law; as Isaac also and Jacob did none other things than that which they were commanded; and because they did none other things than that which they were commanded, they have entered into their exaltation, according to the promises, and sit upon thrones, and are not angels but are gods. David also received many wives and concubines, and also Solomon and Moses my servants, as also many others of my servants, from the beginning of creation until this time; and in nothing did they sin save in those things which they received not of me.” D&C 132:37-38

You seem desirous to take part of the law and reject the other part, but it is plainly stated as above quoted that they were ‘to do the works of Abraham and that if ye enter not into my law ye cannot receive the promise of my Father, which he made unto Abraham.’ It is further said; “God commanded Abraham, and Sarah gave Hagar to Abraham to wife. And why did she do it? Because this was the law” 

It is evident therefore from the whole of the above that other wives were included in this Law as well as the one.

You further inquire: “What is the difference in a man having dead wives sealed to him than living women, so that he has one living wife; will they gain as great an exaltation if they were dead women sealed to them as they would if they had living women sealed to them?”

This Law pertains more particularly to the living and on this point, I refer you to verse 52 wherein it is said: 

“And let mine handmaid, Emma Smith, receive all those that have been given unto my servant Joseph, and who are virtuous and pure before me; and those who are not pure, and have said they were pure, shall be destroyed, saith the Lord God.”  (D&C 132:54) and in the 64th verse: “And again, verily, verily, I say unto you, if any man have a wife, who holds the keys of this power, and he teaches unto her the law of my priesthood, as pertaining to these things, then shall she believe and administer unto him, or she shall be destroyed, saith the Lord your God; for I will destroy her; for I will magnify my name upon all those who receive and abide in my law.” (D&C 132:64) This is the Law of Sarah who administered unto Abraham according to the Law when I commanded Abraham to take Hagar to wife.” 

You seem to be desirous of having dead women sealed to your husband instead of living ones, whereas the law pertaining to these matters does not put things in that shape. We read that the Lord commanded and Sarah gave Hagar to Abraham to wife and it is for wives as well as husbands to perform their part in relation to these matters as explicitly stated in verse 64 wherein it is said: “If he teaches unto her the law of my priesthood, as pertaining to these things, then shall she believe and administer unto him, or she shall be destroyed, saith the Lord your God.” Circumstances do not always place it in the power of man to enter into this covenant and these matters are left with the Lord to adjust, but no man or woman has authority to point out any other way than that which the Lord as appointed.
Respectfully your brother in the Gospel signed John Taylor.

Testimony of William Clayton secretary to the President Joseph Smith
 “During this period, the Prophet Joseph frequently visited my house in my company, and became well acquainted with my wife Ruth, to whom I had been married five years. One day in the month of February 1843, date not remembered, the Prophet invited me to walk with him. During our walk, he said he had learned that there was a sister back in England, to whom I was very much attached. I replied there was, but nothing further than an attachment such as a brother and sister in the Church might rightfully entertain for each other. He then said, ``Why don't you send for her?'' I replied, “In the first place, I have no authority to send for her, and if I had, I have not the means to pay expenses.'' To this he answered, ``I give you authority to send for her, and I will furnish you with means,'' which he did. 
This was the first time the Prophet Joseph talked with me on the subject of plural marriage. He informed me that the doctrine and principle was right in the sight of our Heavenly Father, and that it was a doctrine which pertained to the Celestial Order and Glory. After giving me lengthy instructions and information concerning the doctrine of Celestial or Plural Marriage, he concluded his remarks by the words, “It is your privilege to have all the wives you want.'' 
After this introduction, our conversations on the subject of plural marriage were very frequent, and he appeared to take particular pains to inform and instruct me in respect to the principle. He also informed me that he had other wives living besides his first wife Emma, and in particular gave me to understand that Eliza R. Snow, Louisa Beman, Desdemona W. Fullmer and others were his lawful wives in the sight of Heaven.” William Clayton’s Journal 2 April 1843 
“After the revelation on Celestial Marriage was written Joseph continued his instructions privately on the doctrine to myself and others, and during the past year of his life we were scarcely ever together, alone, but he was talking on the subject, and explaining the doctrine and principles connected with it. He appeared to enjoy great liberty and freedom in his teachings, and also to find great relief in having a few to whom he could unbosom his feelings on that great and glorious subject.
From him I learned that the doctrine of Plural and Celestial marriage is the most holy and important doctrine ever revealed to man on the earth, and that without obedience to that principle no man can ever attain to the fulness of exaltation in Celestial Glory.”

Signed William Clayton Historical Record 6:225-227” 9 March 1843
Testimony of Thomas Grover 1843 Historical record 6:227 Affidavit

“The High Council of Nauvoo was called together by the Prophet Joseph Smith to know whether they would accept the revelation on Celestial Marriage or not. The Presidency of the stake Wm Marks, Father Cowles, and the late Apostle Charles C. Rich were there present. The following are the names of the High Council Samuel Bent, Thomas Grover etc….

Brother Hyrum was called upon to read the revelation. He did so, and after the reading said, “Now you that believe this revelation and go forth and obey the same shall be saved, and you that reject it shall be damned.” We saw this prediction verified in less than one week. Of the Presidency Wm Marks and Father Cowles rejected the revelation; of the council that were present Leonard Soby rejected it. From that time forward there was a very strong division in the High Council. These three men greatly diminished in Spirit day after day, so that there was a great difference in the line of their conduct, which was perceivable to every member that kept the faith.
From that time forward we often received instructions from the Prophet as to what was the will of the Lord and how to proceed. After this the Prophet’s life was constantly in danger. Being one of his life-guards I watched his interests and safety up to the time of his death.” Signed Thomas Grover.
Testimony of Joseph F. Smith Journal of Discourse 20:25-31 July 7, 1878
“There is a great deal said about our plural marriage by the outside world, and sometimes it is referred to by the Latter-day Saints at home. I fancy sometimes that not only is the world without knowledge in relation to this principle, but many of those who profess to be Latter-day Saints are far from possessing a correct understanding of it. 

In the first place, it is a principle that savours of life unto life, or of death unto death; therefore, it is well for those who have embraced the Gospel to obtain knowledge in relation to this matter. It is a principle that pertains to Eternal Life, in other words, to Endless Lives, or Eternal Increase. It is a Law of the Gospel pertaining to the Celestial Kingdom, applicable to all gospel dispensations, when commanded and not otherwise……

It is a righteous principle not an unrighteous one. It is a pure and holy principle; and, therefore, persons, either male or female, who have not the desire in their hearts to become pure and righteous, have no business to practice it, for it cannot be practiced acceptably before God on any other principle than that of purity and righteousness, therefore no wicked unjust or impure person can enter into the Law of Celestial or Plural Marriage without incurring the displeasure of the Almighty and his own condemnation before the Lord, unless he speedily repent of all his impure motives and designs…….

Some people have supposed that the doctrine of Plural Marriage was a sort of superfluity, or nonessential to the salvation or exaltation of mankind. In other words, some of the Saints have said, and believe, that a man with one wife, sealed to him by the authority of the Priesthood for time and eternity, will receive an exaltation as great and glorious, if he is faithful, as he possibly could with more than one. I want here to enter my solemn protest against this idea, for I know it is false. There is no blessing promised except upon conditions, and no blessing can be obtained by mankind except by faithful compliance with the conditions, or law, upon which the same is promised. 
The marriage of one woman to a man for time and eternity by the sealing power, according to the law of God, is a fulfillment of the Celestial Law of Marriage in part—and is good so far as it goes—and so far as a man abides these conditions of the law, he will receive his reward therefore, and this reward, or blessing, he could not obtain on any other grounds or conditions. But this is only the beginning of the law, not the whole of it. Therefore, whoever has imagined that he could obtain the fullness of the blessings pertaining to this Celestial Law, by complying with only a portion of its conditions, has deceived himself. He cannot do it. 
When that principle was revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith, he very naturally shrank, in his feelings, from the responsibilities thereby imposed upon him; foreseeing, as he did in part, the apparently insurmountable difficulties in the way of establishing it, in the face of popular opinion, the traditions and customs of many generations, the frowns, ridicule, slander, opposition and persecution of the world.
Yes, this man of God, who dared to meet the opposition of the whole world with bold and fearless front, who dared to dispute the religious authority and accumulated learning and wisdom of the age—who dared everything for the truth, and shrank not even from the sacrifice of his own life in testimony of his divine mission, shrank, in his feelings, from the weight of the responsibility of inaugurating and establishing this new innovation upon the established customs of the world. But he did not falter, although it was not until an angel of God, with a drawn sword, stood before him and commanded that he should enter into the practice of that principle, or he should be utterly destroyed, or rejected, that he moved forward to reveal and establish that doctrine…..

To put this matter more correctly before you, I here declare that the principle of plural marriage was not first revealed on the 12th day of July 1843. It was written for the first time on that date, but it had been revealed to the Prophet many years before that, perhaps as early as 1832. About this time, or subsequently, Joseph, the Prophet, entrusted this fact to Oliver Cowdery; he abused the confidence imposed in him, and brought reproach upon himself, and thereby upon the church by “running before he was sent,” and “taking liberties without license,” so to speak, hence the publication, by O. Cowdery, about this time, of an article on marriage, which was carefully worded, and afterwards found its way into the Doctrine and Covenants without authority. This article explains itself to those who understand the facts, and is an indisputable evidence of the early existence of the knowledge of the principle of patriarchal marriage by the Prophet Joseph, and also by Oliver Cowdery. 

When the revelation was written, in 1843, it was for a special purpose, by the request of the Patriarch Hyrum Smith, and was not then designed to go forth to the church or to the world. It is most probable that had it been then written with a view to its going out as a doctrine of the church, it would have been presented in a somewhat different form. There are personalities contained in a part of it which are not relevant to the principle itself, but rather to the circumstances which necessitated its being written at that time. Joseph Smith, on the day it was written, expressly declared that there was a great deal more connected with the doctrine which would be revealed in due time, but this was sufficient for the occasion, and was made to suffice for the time. And, indeed, I think it much more than many are prepared to live up to even now. 
When the time came to introduce this doctrine to those who were worthy in the church, God commanded the Prophet and he obeyed. He taught it as he was commanded to such as were prepared to receive and obey it, and they were commanded to enter into it, or they were threatened that the keys would be turned against them, and they would be cut off by the Almighty. It need scarcely be said that the Prophet found no one any more willing to lead out in this matter in righteousness than he was himself. Many could see it—nearly all to whom he revealed it believed it, and received the witness of the Holy Spirit that it was of God; but none excelled, or even matched the courage of the Prophet himself. 
If, then, this principle was of such great importance that the Prophet himself was threatened with destruction, and the best men in the Church with being excluded from the favor of the Almighty, if they did not enter into and establish the practice of it upon the earth, it is useless to tell me that there is no blessing attached to obedience to the law, or that a man with only one wife can obtain as great a reward, glory or kingdom as he can with more than one, being equally faithful. 
Patriarchal marriage involves conditions, responsibilities and obligations which do not exist in monogamy, and there are blessings attached to the faithful observance of that law, if viewed only upon natural principles, which must so far exceed those of monogamy as the conditions responsibilities and power of increase are greater. This is my view and testimony in relation to this matter. I believe it is a doctrine that should be taught and understood…...
It is a glorious privilege to be permitted to go into a Temple of God to be united as man and wife in the bonds of holy wedlock for time and all eternity by the Authority of the Holy Priesthood, which is the power of God, for they who are thus joined together “no man can put asunder,” for God hath joined them. It is an additional privilege for that same man and wife to re-enter the Temple, of God to receive another wife in like manner if they are worthy. But if he remain faithful with only the one wife, observing the conditions of so much of the law as pertains to the eternity of the marriage covenant, he will receive his reward, but the benefits, blessings and power appertaining to the second or more faithful and fuller observance of the law, he never will receive, for he cannot. 
As before stated no man can obtain the benefits of one law by the observance of another, however faithful he may be in that which he does, nor can he secure to himself the fullness of any blessing without he fulfils the law upon which it is predicated, but he will receive the benefit of the law he obeys. This is just and righteous. If this is not correct doctrine then I am in error, and if I am in error I want to be corrected. 
I understand the law of Celestial Marriage to mean that every man in this Church, who has the ability to obey and practice it in righteousness and will not, shall be damned, I say I understand it to mean this and nothing less, and I testify in the name of Jesus that it does mean that. 

If a man acknowledges that he is incapable, or disqualified by a lack of knowledge, wisdom or understanding to obey this law, then it remains with God to deal with him according to those principles of justice which are written, or are yet to be revealed it is not likely however, that he will take his seat with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, or share in their promised blessings. This law is in force upon the inhabitants of Zion, and he that is qualified to obey it cannot neglect or disregard it with impunity. But it must be observed in righteousness. The commandment is “be ye righteous as your Father in heaven is righteous; be ye holy as he is holy.” End of extracts
Testimony of President Brigham Young Journal of Discourse 11:268/269 1866

“Now, we as Christians desire to be saved in the Kingdom of God. We desire to attain to the possession of all the blessings there are for the most faithful man or people that ever lived upon the face of the earth, even him who is said to be the father of the faithful, Abraham of old. We wish to obtain all that Father Abraham obtained. I wish here to say to the Elders of Israel, and to all the members of this Church and Kingdom, that it is in the hearts of many of them to wish that the doctrine of polygamy was not taught and practiced by us. It may be hard for many, and especially for the ladies, yet it is no harder for them than it is for the gentlemen.
It is the word of the Lord, and I wish to say to you, and all the world, that if you desire with all your hearts to obtain the blessings which Abraham obtained, you will be polygamists at least in your faith, or you will come short of enjoying the salvation and the glory which Abraham has obtained. This is as true as that God lives. You who wish that there were no such thing in existence, if you have in your hearts to say: “We will pass along in the Church without obeying or submitting to it in our faith or believing this order, because, for aught that we know, this community may be broken up yet, and we may have lucrative offices offered to us; we will not, therefore, be polygamists lest we should fail in obtaining some earthly honor, character, and office, etc.” The man that has that in his heart, and will continue to persist in pursuing that policy, will come short of dwelling in the presence of the Father and the Son, in Celestial Glory. 
The only men who become Gods, even the Sons of God, are those who enter into polygamy. Others attain unto a glory and may even be permitted to come into the presence of the Father and the Son; but they cannot reign as kings in glory, because they had blessings offered unto them, and they refused to accept them.”
President Brigham Young-Journal of Discourses 3

“Plurality of wives is not designed to afflict you nor me, but is purposed for exaltation in the Kingdom of God.”

“Some of these my brethren know what my feelings were at the time Joseph revealed the doctrine; I was not desirous of shrinking from any duty, nor of failing in the least to do as I was commanded, but it was the first time in my life that I had desired the grave and I could hardly get over it for a long time. And when I saw a funeral, I felt to envy the corpse its situation, and to regret I was not in the coffin, knowing the toil and labour that my body would have to undergo…..You will probably wonder at this, and that such should have been my feelings, upon this point, but they were even so. 

Now if any of you will deny the plurality of wives and continue to do so, I promise that you will be damned; and I will go still further and say, take this revelation, or any other revelation that the Lord has given, and deny it in your feelings, and I promise that you will be damned.” 
“This law was never given of the Lord for any but His faithful children; it is not for the ungodly at all; no man has a right to a wife or wives, unless he honours his priesthood and magnifies his calling before God.”

“This revelation which God gave to Joseph, was for the express purpose of providing a channel for the organization of tabernacles for those spirits to occupy who have been reserved to come forth in the Kingdom of God, and that they might not be obliged to take tabernacles out of the Kingdom of God.”

Testimony of Elder George Teasdale Apostle 13 Jan 1884 J of D 25:20

“I believe in plural marriage as a part of the Gospel, just as much as I believe in baptism by immersion for the remission of sins. The same Being who taught me baptism for the remission of sins, taught me plural marriage, and its necessity and glory. Can I afford to give up a single principle? I cannot. If I had to give up one principle I would have to give up my religion. If I gave up the first principle of the revelations of the Lord, I would prove before my brethren, before the angels, before God the Eternal Father that I was unworthy the exaltation that He has promised me........  I bear my solemn testimony that plural marriage is as true as any principle that has been revealed from the Heavens.
I bear my testimony that it is a necessity, and that the Church of Christ in its fullness never existed without it. Where you have the eternity of marriage you are bound to have plural marriage; too; and it is one of the marks of the Church of Jesus Christ in its sealing ordinances. “Whatever you bind on earth is bound in heaven.”
We know how sensitive the Prophet Joseph was to introduce this principle. He knew the feeling that was against it. It had been taught from the days of heathen Rome down to the present time that a man should have but one wife, which has resulted in the prostitution of many of the fair daughters of Eve as mistresses........... We never should have thought of practicing this principle if God had not revealed it from the Heavens and commanded it, and we must stand by it and by every principle that He has revealed. It is more than I dare, to go back on that principle or any other principle; and I have besought the Lord with all my heart that He would give me strength according to my day that I might never fail in my integrity, but that I might stand firm as the pillars of heaven to the truths that He has revealed for the redemption of the human family.
Testimony of John Taylor 1883 Journal of Discourses Volume 24 

“God has revealed, through His servant Joseph Smith, something more. He has told us about our associations hereafter. He has told us about our wives and our children being sealed to us, that we might have a claim on them in eternity. He has revealed unto us the law of celestial marriage, associated with which is the principle of plural marriage.
I will speak a little upon this subject. It is very seldom that I refer to it, but there is need for it occasionally. I speak of it as that law given to us of God. I do not know, but I have been informed that there are those who seem to be opposed to this law in one or two places where we have been traveling. Now, I dare not oppose anything of the kind. I dare not violate any law of God. And I will tell you what Joseph Smith said upon the subject. He presented this principle to the Twelve, and called upon them to obey it, and said if they did not, the kingdom of God could not go one step further. Why could it not go one step further? Because we had a religion to live by, but none that placed our associations upon eternal principles or gave us a claim upon each other in the family relations in the eternal worlds.

But through this principle we could be sealed to one another through time and eternity; we could prepare ourselves for an exaltation in the Celestial Kingdom of God. It is one of the greatest blessings that ever was conferred upon the human family. It is an eternal law which has always existed in other worlds as well as in this world. I will here call your attention to the revelation itself which reads: 

“Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you my servant Joseph, that inasmuch as you have inquired of my hand to know and understand wherein I, the Lord, justified my servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as also Moses, David and Solomon, my servants, as touching the principle and doctrine of their having many wives and concubines—Behold, and lo, I am the Lord thy God, and will answer thee as touching this matter. Therefore, prepare thy heart to receive and obey the instructions which I am about to give unto you; for all those who have this law revealed unto them must obey the same.

This you will see is strictly in accordance with what I have told you Joseph Smith told the Twelve—that if this law was not practiced, if they would not enter into this covenant, then the Kingdom of God could not go one step further. Now, we did not feel like preventing the Kingdom of God from going forward. We professed to be the Apostles of the Lord, and did not feel like putting ourselves in a position to retard the progress of the Kingdom of God. The revelation, as you have heard, says that “all those who have this law revealed unto them must obey the same.” Now, that is not my word. I did not make it. It was the Prophet of God who revealed that to us in Nauvoo, and I bear witness of this solemn fact before God, that He did reveal this sacred principle to me and others of the Twelve, and in this revelation it is stated that it is the will and law of God that “all those who have this law revealed unto them must obey the same.” And the revelation further says: 

“For behold, I reveal unto you a new and everlasting covenant; and if ye abide not that covenant, then are ye damned.” Think of that, will you. For it is further said: “no one can reject this covenant and be permitted to enter into my glory.”
There are many people who try to excuse themselves in this matter and who essay to do as they please, but as the Lord God liveth, He will not excuse them. He expects those who profess to be his people to carry out that law.  The revelation continues to say: 
“For all who will have a blessing at my hands shall abide the law which was appointed for that blessing, and the conditions thereof, as were instituted from before the foundation of the world. And as pertaining to the new and everlasting covenant, it was instituted for the fullness of my glory; and he that receiveth a fullness thereof must and shall abide the law, or he shall be damned, saith the Lord God.” 
I thought I would have a little of this revelation read. The whole revelation is quite lengthy. But it goes to say that all covenants heretofore entered into amount to nothing, and that they will be of no benefit to people beyond the grave. Now, as I have already said, the reason was very obvious why a law of this kind should be had. As a people we professed to be Latter-day Saints. We professed to be governed by the word, and will, and law of God. We had a religion that might do to live by, but we had none to die by.
But this was a principle that God had revealed unto us, and it must be obeyed. I had always entertained strict ideas of virtue, and I felt as a married man that this was to me, outside of this principle, an appalling thing to do. The idea of my going and asking a young lady to be married to me, when I had already a wife! It was a thing calculated to stir up feelings from the innermost depth of the human soul. I had always entertained the strictest regard for chastity. 
I had never in my life seen the time when I have known man deceiving a woman—and it is often done in the world, where notwithstanding the crime, the man is received into society, and the poor woman is looked upon as a pariah and an outcast—I have always looked upon such a thing as infamous, and upon such a man as a villain, and I hold today the same ideas. Hence, with the feelings I had entertained, nothing but a knowledge of God, and the revelations of God, and the truth of them, could have induced me to embrace such a principle as this.
We seemed to put off, as far as we could, what might be termed the evil day. Sometime after these things were made known to us, I was riding out of Nauvoo on horseback, and met Joseph Smith coming in, he, too, being on horseback. Some of you who were acquainted with Nauvoo, know where the graveyard was. We met upon the road going on to the hill there. I bowed to Brother Joseph, and having done the same to me he said; “Stop;” and he looked at me very intently. “Look here,” said he, “those things that have been spoken of must be fulfilled, and if they are not entered into right away, the keys will be turned.” 
Well, what did I do? Did I feel to stand in the way of this great, eternal principle, and treat lightly the things of God? No. I replied: “Brother Joseph, I will try and carry these things out,” and I afterwards did, and I have done it more times than once; but then I have never broken a law of the United States in doing so, and I am at their defiance to prove to the contrary. 
I have related this to show why these eternal covenants are entered into; and that man among you who would seek to pervert these things and teach them to others and seek to frustrate the designs of God in regard to them, I tell you God will lay His hand upon him unless he repents speedily and takes another course. I don’t know when I have talked so plainly as I have done today; but these are the feelings of my heart and they are true. It is for us to magnify our callings and not to tamper with the things of God. We must sustain and maintain the principles that God has committed to us inviolate.” See the conference for much more

Testimony of President John Taylor 7 Oct 1885 General Conference

“We did not reveal Celestial marriage. We cannot withdraw or renounce it. God revealed it and He has promised to maintain it, and to bless those who obey it. Whatever fate, then, may threaten us there is but one course for men of God to take, that is, to keep inviolate the Holy Covenants they have made in the presence of God and angels. For the remainder, whether it be life or death, freedom or imprisonment, prosperity or adversity, we must trust in God. We may say however, if any man or woman expects to enter the Celestial Kingdom of our God without making sacrifices, and without being tested to the very uttermost, they have not understood the gospel,” (See rest of conference also April 1885 General Conference)

Testimony of President Wilford Woodruff-Journal of Discourse 3:132 
“We declare to all men that the God of Heaven commanded Joseph Smith to introduce and practice the patriarchal order of marriage, including the plurality of wives. And why? Because it was the law given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob for certain purposes; that holy men might have their wives and children with them in the morning of the first resurrection in their family organization to inherit kingdoms, thrones, principalities and powers in the presence of God throughout the endless ages of eternity. 

The nature of our marriage covenant is sacred and binding both for Time and Eternity, and I would just as soon think of denying my God as to sever the relationship existing between me and my wives and children. Our plural wives and our children are just as dear to us as the one wife and the children of the Gentiles are to them; and what is more, we have married our wives by command of God, and by authority of His Holy Priesthood, which has been restored again to earth; and if we prove faithful and true to Him and to one another, we shall claim our wives and children in the world to come. Amen.” 
Personal Testimony Entries from my Journal Volume 4

7 May 2001 (extracts only)  “I have been studying scriptures on marriage, divorce, adultery, chastity, husband and wives and then D&C 132. Once again, I am humbled by my inadequacy. I have written out D&C 132 in various headings, prayed about it for an understanding, and I feel my eyes have been opened once again. I now understand more fully another part of the New and Everlasting Covenant. 
Firstly, the Lord stresses throughout the revelation that He will only reveal His Mind and Will through His Law. His Word is His Law. We have to abide that Law to obtain the blessing. The Lord also stresses the need for the correct authority, in this case he who is anointed to seal for time and all eternity. No contract whatever that is not sealed by the Holy Priesthood will remain after this life. He states that marriage sealed for eternity by him who is anointed with this power, leads to exaltation in the Celestial Kingdom, whereby we can become gods (not angels to gods) and enjoy a continuation of the seeds. (Posterity) Of course we need to abide by the Everlasting Covenant and remain faithful throughout our lives to obtain this blessing.

The Lord further states that the Glory of God is increased by those who multiply and replenish the earth and who have seed as the sand on the seashore, both in Time and Eternity. The Lord is keen for His people to be worthy enough to have a plurality of wives, for the continuation of the seeds. The Lord gave this law to His ancient servants such as Abraham Isaac and Jacob and they are now exalted beings in Heaven. The Lord states clearly what the Law of the Priesthood is in D&C 132:61-65. This involves the first wife having the responsibility to give permission for other virgins to be her husband-called the Law of Sarah. 

The President of the Church holds the keys of permission and must give his approval for a plural marriage to take place. All involved must be worthy. In this way our eternal blessings are increased and we become ruler over many things….. It is a new and everlasting covenant and must be obeyed to obtain a fulness of blessings. It is a law of the Priesthood and all who would receive a fulness of blessings must abide the whole law. (extracts only)
8th May 2001 journal-Testimony Continued: “I have just reviewed my notes and studied D&C 132 again. I would like to stress that the Law of Plural Marriage is very important to Heavenly Father. It is the way His work is continued and the means by which He is further glorified through the continuation of the seeds, both in Time and Eternity. The sealing for eternity to one wife is only a part of the Law. The plurality of wives is essential for its completeness. We are commanded to live the whole law. However the saints are under obligation to obey the law of the land.. 
So the New and Everlasting covenant of Marriage as revealed to the Prophet Joseph is that a person is sealed for eternity by the anointing of those appointed, to a plurality of wives, for the purpose of a continuation of the seeds-and this is how Our Father in Heaven is glorified. This is His work to bring to pass the immortality and Eternal life of Man. The first wife must play a key role inasmuch as she has the privilege of holding the keys for her husband to receive additional wives.

It is interesting to read the Conference addresses of President John Taylor. He would not give up “Celestial Marriage” for anything. He felt the law of God should be pre-eminent over the laws of man. Unfortunately living in Babylon outside of Zion the saints are under the influence of the laws of man, and they have unrighteous dominion over them. This is therefore another Law like the United Order that can only be successfully lived in a separate Zion society.”
3 June 2001 Journal: I have been obtaining information on plural marriage from the teachings of the early leaders of the church especially from the Apostles and Prophets. It is obvious that this Everlasting Covenant was very dear to their hearts and what a defense they had to put up against the world to keep the principle alive. In the end they had to give in to the great pressure applied living under the laws of their enemies in the American nation. It has been a spiritual experience for me to get to know more about this law of God. 
Further Insights on Plural Marriage

The following was Recorded in the magazine ‘The Seer’ by Elder Orson Pratt in 1853
The Sealing Ceremony for Plural Marriages
“The Sealer “calls upon the Bridegroom, and his wife, and the bride to arise. The wife stands on the left hand of her husband, while the bride stands to her left. The President then puts this Question to the wife: “Are you willing to give this woman to your husband to be his lawful and wedded wife for time and for all eternity? If you are, you will manifest it by placing her right hand within the right hand of your husband. The right hands of the Bridegroom and Bride, being thus joined, the wife takes her husband by the left arm….
The sealer then proceeds to ask the following question of the Husband. “Do you brother…. Take sister…., by the right hand to receive her unto yourself to be your lawful and wedded wife, and you be to her lawful and wedded husband for time and all eternity, with a covenant and promise, on your part that you will fulfill all the laws, rites, and ordinances, pertaining to this holy matrimony, in the New and Everlasting Covenant, doing this in the presence of God, Angels and these witnesses of your own free will and choice. The Bridegroom answers yes. 

The Sealer then puts the question to the Bride: “Do you sister…. Take brother…. by the right hand and give yourself to him to be his lawful and wedded wife, for time and all eternity, with a covenant and promise, on your part that you will fulfill all the laws, rites, and ordinances, pertaining to this Holy matrimony, in the New and Everlasting Covenant, doing this in the presence of God , Angels and these witnesses of your own free will and choice. The Bride answers yes.

The sealer then says: “In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the authority of the Holy Priesthood I pronounce you legally and lawfully husband and wife for time and for all eternity; I seal upon you the blessings of the Holy Resurrection, with power to come forth in the morning of the First Resurrection, clothed with Glory, Immortality, and Eternal Lives: I seal upon you the blessings of thrones, and dominions, and principalities, and powers, and exaltations, together with the blessings of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and say unto you be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, that you may have joy and rejoicing in you posterity in the day of the Lord Jesus. All these blessings, together with all other blessings pertaining to the New and Everlasting Covenant, I seal upon your heads, through your faithfulness, unto the end, by the authority of the Holy Priesthood, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, Amen” 
Information concerning the Introduction of Plural Marriage
Heading to section 132 “Although the revelation was recorded officially on the 12 July 1843 “It is evident from the historical records that the doctrines and principles involved in this revelation had been known by the Prophet since 1831” The revelation was not made public until Elder Orson Pratt under the direction of President Brigham Young, declared it on 29 August 1852. The revelation was finally placed in the Doctrine and Covenants in 1876 (Page 327 D&C institute manual)
Details of Plural Marriage under the Prophet Joseph Smith
Taken from the book ‘Joseph Smith Rough Rolling Stone’ by Richard Bushman
“…...The date when plural marriage was begun will remain uncertain. Todd Compton, putting the evidence together in his massive history, concluded that Joseph began practicing plural marriage around 1833” page 326
“By delaying plural marriage, Joseph risked provoking God’s wrath. Rollins Lightner one of his plural wives, later said Joseph told her about the pressure he was under ‘The angel came to me three times between the years of 1834 and 1842 and said I was to obey that principle or he would slay me’. Others told the story with an additional detail the angel held a drawn sword.” page 438
“Partly to maintain secrecy, Joseph could not have spent much time with Louisa Beaman or any of the women he married. He never gathered his wives into a household as his Utah followers did-or accompanied them to public events. Close relationships were further curtailed by business. Joseph had to look after Emma and the children, manage the church, govern the city, and evade the extradition offices from Missouri. As the marriages increased, there were fewer and fewer opportunities for seeing each wife.” page 438 

“He married three in 1841, eleven in 1842, and seventeen in 1843. Historians debate these numbers, but the total figure is most likely between twenty-eight and thirty three. Larger numbers have been proposed based on the sealing records in the Nauvoo Temple. Eight additional women were sealed to Joseph in the Temple after his death, possibly implying a marriage while he was still alive. Whatever the exact number, the marriages are numerous enough to indicate an impersonal bond. Joseph did not marry women to form a warm, human companionship, but to create a network of related wives, children and kinsmen that would endure into the eternities. The revelation on marriage promises Joseph “an hundred fold in this world, of fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, houses and lands, wives and children, and crowns of eternal lives in the eternal worlds.” (D&C 132: 55) Like Abraham of old Joseph yearned for familial plenitude.

Romance played only a slight part. In making proposals Joseph would sometimes say God had given a woman to him, or they were meant for each other, but there was no romantic talk of adoring love. He did not court his prospective wives by first trying to win their affections. Often he asked a relative-a father or an uncle-to propose the marriage. Sometimes one of his current wives proposed for him. When he made the proposal himself, a friend like Brigham Young was often present. The language was religious and doctrinal, stressing that a new law has been revealed. She was to seek spiritual confirmation. Once consent was given, a formal ceremony was performed before witnesses, with Joseph dictating the words to the person officiating. Page 440

“Joseph, so far as can be told, never discussed the sexual component of marriage….” page 441

See the story of the experience of Lucy Walker aged 17 who received a spiritual confirmation that it was the right thing to do. “The revulsion the women felt at first made the subsequent confirmation all the more compelling. Women were free to enlarge upon their initial anguish, which must have been real especially for the younger women…... the point of the narratives was that spiritual confirmation alone persuaded them to comply.”             page 492/493

“Joseph told the Twelve about plural marriage soon after their return in 1841, and they began marrying other women soon after. Before Joseph died as many as twenty-nine other men had married at least one additional wife under his authorization. The practice had to be generalized because the revelation tied marriage to the highest form of exaltation.” page 443
Why did Joseph Smith Marry Wives without his Wife’s Consent?

The Law of Sarah

The key to the answer to this question is found in what is known as the Law of Sarah. Emma Smith refused to comply with the Law of God and threatened divorce if Joseph persisted.  This left the Prophet no alternative but to obey the Law without his wife’s consent and knowledge

D&C 132:64-65: “And again, verily, verily, I say unto you, if any man have a wife, who holds the keys of this power, and he teaches unto her the law of my priesthood, as pertaining to these things, then shall she believe and administer unto him, or she shall be destroyed, saith the Lord your God; for I will destroy her; for I will magnify my name upon all those who receive and abide in my law. Therefore, it shall be lawful in me, if she receive not this law, for him to receive all things whatsoever I, the Lord his God, will give unto him, because she did not believe and administer unto him according to my word; and she then becomes the transgressor; and he is exempt from the Law of Sarah, who administered unto Abraham according to the Law when I commanded Abraham to take Hagar to wife.” 
Genesis 16:1-4: “Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name [was] Hagar. And Sarai said unto Abram, ‘Behold now, the Lord hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her.’ And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai. And Sarai Abram's wife took Hager her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife. And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived.” 
See the separate Study “To whom was Joseph Smith sealed” for details of the women married to Joseph Smith
Does the Book of Mormon Condemn Plural Marriage?

No-if the Lord commands it. But if it is practiced without the Lord’s authorization then it is an abomination in His sight. David and Solomon unlike Abraham, Isaac and Jacob obviously took wives that were not authorized by the Prophets of the time.
Jacob 2:24-30: “But the Word of God burdens me because of your grosser crimes. For behold, thus saith the Lord: This people begin to wax in iniquity; they understand not the scriptures, for they seek to excuse themselves in committing whoredoms, because of the things which were written concerning David, and Solomon his son. Behold, David and Solomon truly had many wives and concubines, which thing was abominable before me, saith the Lord.  
Wherefore, thus saith the Lord, I have led this people forth out of the land of Jerusalem, by the power of mine arm that I might raise up unto me a righteous branch from the fruit of the loins of Joseph. Wherefore, I the Lord God will not suffer that this people shall do like unto them of old. Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and hearken to the Word of the Lord: For there shall not any man among you have save it be one wife; and concubines he shall have none; For I, the Lord God, delight in the chastity of women. And whoredoms are an abomination before me; thus saith the Lord of Hosts. Wherefore, this people shall keep my commandments, saith the Lord of Hosts, or cursed be the land for their sakes. 

For if I will, saith the Lord of Hosts, raise up seed unto me, I will command my people; otherwise they shall hearken unto these things.” END

David and Solomon, unlike Abraham, Isaac and Jacob obviously took wives that were not authorized by the Prophets of the time. Plural marriage is only proper and legal when sanctioned by the Lord, otherwise it is classified as an abomination.
Recent Teachings of LDS Leadership on Plural Marriage

What have Church Leaders been teaching concerning Plural Marriage in recent times? 
Have leaders of the Church been accentuating the positive that it is an Eternal Law and part of the New and Everlasting Covenant? 
New manual on Joseph Smith mentions Polygamy
By Peggy Fletcher Stack Salt Lake Tribune 01/19/2008
“For the first time in recent memory, a new manual Mormons will use to study the writings of founder Joseph Smith acknowledges Smith's role in introducing the practice of polygamy. The acknowledgment may not seem groundbreaking to many Mormons or historians, nor will it likely satisfy most critics, but its inclusion in an official course of study is a departure from past practices and may signal a new openness about Mormon history. 
    
The change is "not a response to critics who think the church has not been straightforward about its involvement with plural marriage in the 19th century," said David Marsh, manager of curriculum development for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. "It is 

included . . . to illustrate a few of the doctrines or principles that do not have application to our day and which are therefore not included in the book." 
    
Still, it is noteworthy. The church launched its church presidential writings course in 1998 with Brigham Young. In Sunday meetings, the all-male priesthood and the all-female Relief Society used the same manual to separately examine Young's thoughts on a particular topic.
Critics quickly noted, though, that the book's biographical sketch of Young listed only one wife, not the more than 50 women he had married. The volume made no mention of polygamy, a practice Young followed and defended throughout his life. Nor was polygamy acknowledged in the manual about President Joseph F. Smith, who had five wives, or the one about President Heber J. Grant, who had three.    
Much has happened in the intervening decade since Mormons looked at Young. In 1998 (8th Sept), current church President Gordon B. Hinckley told CNN interviewer Larry King that polygamy was "behind us. I condemn it as a practice. It is not doctrinal. It is not legal." 
Yet Americans continue to have trouble distinguishing Mormon beliefs from those of convicted polygamist leader Warren Jeffs and those portrayed in the fictional HBO's series "Big Love." For clarity, the LDS Church posted on its Web site articles explaining early Mormon notions about plural marriage” 
President Gordon B. Hinckley’s interview with Larry King-8th Sept 1998
LK: Now the big story raging in Utah -- before we get back to morals and morals is -- the big story, if you don't know it, is polygamy in Utah; there have been major charges. The governor, Mike Leavitt, says that there are legal reasons why the state of Utah has not prosecuted alleged polygamists. Leavitt said plural marriage may be protected by the First Amendment. He is the great-great-grandson -- is the governor -- of a polygamist. First tell me about the church and polygamy. When it started it and allowed it? 
GBH: When our people came west they permitted it on a restricted scale. 
LK: You could have a certain amount of... 
GBH: The figures I have are from -- between two percent and five percent of our people were involved in it. It was a very limited practice; carefully safeguarded. In 1890, that practice was discontinued. The president of the church, the man who occupied the position which I occupy today, went before the people, and said he had, oh, prayed about it, worked on it, and had received from the Lord a revelation that it was time to stop, to discontinue it then. That's 118 years ago. It's behind us. 
LK: But when the word is mentioned, when you hear the word, you think Mormon, right?
GBH: You do it mistakenly. They have no connection with us whatever. They don't belong to the church. There are actually no Mormon fundamentalists. 
LK: Are you surprised that there's, apparently, a lot of polygamy in Utah? 
GBH: I have seen the thing grow somewhat. I don't know how much it is. I don't know how pervasive it is. 
LK: Should there be arrests? 
GBH: It's matter of civil procedure. The church can't do anything. We have no authority in this matter, none whatever. 
LK: Would you like to see the state to clamp down on it? 
GBH: I think I leave that entirely in the hands of the civil officers. It's a civil offense. It's in violation of the law. We have nothing to do with it. We're totally distanced from it. And if the state chooses to move on it, that's a responsibility of civil officers. ............
LK: You condemn it.
GBH: I condemn it, yes, as a practice, because I think it is not doctrinal. It is not legal. And this church takes the position that we will abide by the law. We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, magistrates in honoring, obeying and sustaining the law.
What does the LDS Church teach today at L.D.S. Org on the Eternal Law of Plural Marriage?

Now See https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/gospel-topics-essays/plural-marriage-in-kirtland-and-nauvoo?lang=eng
LDS.ORG-LDS Newsroom 2008

“Polygamy: Latter-day Saints and the Practice of Plural Marriage” June 2008
“The standard doctrine of the Church is monogamy, as it always has been, as indicated in the Book of Mormon (Jacob chapter 2): “Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and hearken to the Word of the Lord: For there shall not any man among you have save it be one wife; and concubines he shall have none. … For if I will, saith the Lord of Hosts, raise up seed unto me, I will command my people; otherwise they shall hearken unto these things. Jacob 2:30”  

In other words, the standard of the Lord’s people is monogamy unless the Lord reveals otherwise.  Latter-day Saints believe the season the Church practiced polygamy was one of these exceptions.”

L.D.S. Org Polygamy-Additional information-June 2008 Historical narrative
“The Bible indicates that Abraham, Jacob, and others of the Lord’s servants had multiple wives (see Genesis 16:1–3; 29:23–30; 30:4, 9; Judges 8:30; 1 Samuel 1:1–2). Joseph Smith asked God why He had permitted this practice and was told that God had commanded it for specific purposes. One reason given by the Lord for plural marriage is mentioned in the Book of Mormon: “If I will, saith the Lord of Hosts, raise up seed unto me, I will command my people; otherwise they shall [have only one wife]” (Jacob 2:30; see also v. 27). 

After God revealed the doctrine of plural marriage to Joseph Smith in 1831 and commanded him to live it, the Prophet, over a period of years, cautiously taught the doctrine to some close associates. Eventually, he and a small number of Church leaders entered into plural marriages in the early years of the Church. Those who practiced plural marriage at that time both male and female experienced a significant trial of their faith. The practice was so foreign to them that they needed and received personal inspiration from God to help them obey the commandment. 

When the Saints moved west under the direction of Brigham Young, more Latter-day Saints entered into plural marriages. Influenced by rumours and exaggerated reports, the United States Congress, beginning in 1862, enacted a series of laws against polygamy that became increasingly harsh. By the 1880s many Latter-day Saint men were imprisoned or went into hiding. 

In 1889 in the face of increasing hardships and the threat of government confiscation of Church property, including temples, Wilford Woodruff, President of the Church at the time, prayed for guidance. He was inspired to issue a document that officially ended the sanction of plural marriage by the Church. The document, called the Manifesto, was accepted by Church members in a general conference held in October 1890 and is published in the Doctrine and Covenants as Official Declaration 1 (see also “Excerpts from Three Addresses by President Wilford Woodruff Regarding the Manifesto” following Official Declaration 1). 

Just as the practice of plural marriage among the Latter-day Saints began gradually, the ending of the practice after the Manifesto was also gradual. Some plural marriages were performed after the Manifesto, particularly in Mexico and Canada. In 1904, President Joseph F. Smith called for a vote from the Church membership that all post-Manifesto plural marriages be prohibited worldwide. 

More recently, President Gordon B. Hinckley has reiterated that plural marriage is “against the law of God.” Even in countries where civil or religious law allows [the practice of a man having more than one wife], the Church teaches that marriage must be monogamous and does not accept into its membership those practicing plural marriage” (“What Are People Asking about Us?” Ensign Nov. 1998, 72) Important Note: In the above comments on LDS.ORG there is no reference to or quotes from the revelation on Plural Marriage D&C 132-only the Book of Mormon.
http://www.mormonhaven.com/question.htm 2008
(An example of Members unaware of the wives of Joseph Smith)

JEREMY - My wife recently asked me about Joseph Smith and the 44 wives he had... I think she said 44. I guess she had attended a pageant in Manti Utah and there were some demonstrators portraying these wives.... some indicating they were 14 when married to Joseph. I was somewhat caught off guard as I have never heard of anything like this, I always thought his only wife was Emma Smith, and I've been in the church my whole life. Can you shed some light on this...... was it really the case and some explanation of why it may have been done at with such young women.

JOEL - That's ridiculous; Joseph Smith was not married to 44 women.......  it was only 34 women) Actually, the exact number is not really known. To be more correct, he was sealed (not married in the earthly sense) to the other women as "Celestial" wives, although they did call them marriages. 
These sealings were meant to only have effect in the next life, not this life. The only person to whom he was legally married was Emma. There is no solid evidence that Joseph had any kind of normal marital relations with these other "wives". There are no known offspring from any of the other women he was sealed to. In fact, Emma helped choose some of the women he was sealed to. Some women were actually sealed to Joseph Smith after he died.

There were only a couple of the women who were in their teen years. The age ranged from 14 to 58 yrs old, averaging out to about 30 yrs. Aside from this it was very common in those days for the women to marry much younger, many in their teen years. Some of the sealings to the younger ones were arranged by their parents. They wanted to make sure their daughter was sealed to someone who would make it to the Celestial Kingdom. Joseph Smith believed that he was commanded by God to live this principle and that it was a restoration of a doctrine that was instituted with the early prophets of the Old Testament. Of course, the principle was further developed when Brigham Young became president and took 20 plural wives, 16 of whom bore him 57 children.
In order to discredit the church, critics like those demonstrators, like to only focus on the few young women he was sealed to in order to shock people into making them think Joseph came up with the idea of plural marriage so he could be with a lot of young women. END
The Manifesto

The leaders of the church had tried everything in their power to have the law made in 1862 banning plural marriages changed. They had resisted this law as unconstitutional, and had suffered every privation, including prison to maintain their right to obey Celestial Marriage. Without the Manifesto, all the property of the church including the Temples would have been confiscated and the progress of the church halted.

This article emphasizes that the manifesto was not a revelation ending Plural Marriage but a personal statement issued by President Woodruff to appease the US Government. After the Manifesto was issued the leaders of the church secretly continued to support the plurality of wives where possible without the US Government’s knowledge. Not until the Government finally clamped down in 1904 at the “Smoot Hearings” did the leaders of the church issue a second manifesto which finally brought to an end any additional Plural Marriages.

The Lord did not give a revelation ending the New and Everlasting Covenant of Plural Marriage, but showed President Woodruff the consequences for the Church if they continued to live the Law in a hostile environment. The end came because it became impossible for the Saints to continue living the Law. The Law of Plural Marriage along with other Celestial Laws can only be successfully lived for any length of time in a separate Zion Community that has its own laws. When Zion is redeemed and the saints have control over their own laws, Plural Marriage will be re-introduced as part of the New and Everlasting Covenant. 

The Manifesto issued at General Conference

Extracts from the 6 Oct 1890 General Conference

After the manifesto was read by Bishop Whitney and then presented to the Conference for acceptance by President Lorenzo Snow the following remarks were made:
President George Q. Cannon

On the 19th of January 1841, the Lord gave His servant Joseph Smith a revelation, the 49th verse of which I will read:
D&C 124:49: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that when I give a commandment to any of the sons of men to do a work unto my name, and those sons of men go with all their might and with all they have to perform that work, and cease not their diligence, and their enemies come upon them and hinder them from performing that work, behold, it behooveth me to require that work no more at the hands of those sons of men, but to accept of their offerings.”
“It is on this basis that President Woodruff has felt himself justified in issuing the manifesto….  I can say that of the men in this church who have endeavored to maintain this principle of plural marriage, I am one. In public and in private I have avowed my belief in it. I have defended it everywhere and under all circumstances, and when it was necessary have said that I considered the command was binding and imperative upon me.

But a change has taken place. We have in the first place endeavored to show that the Law which affected this feature of religion was unconstitutional. We believed for years that the law of July 1st, 1862 was in direct conflict with the first amendment of the constitution. Which says that ‘Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof” We rested upon this and for years continued the practice of plural marriage, believing the law against it to be an unconstitutional one, and that we had the right, under the constitution, to carry out this principle practically in our lives......

I believe that it was necessary that we should witness unto God, the Eternal Father, unto the Heavens and unto the earth, that this was a principle dear to us, dearer it might be said in some respects than life itself. We could not have done this had we submitted at the time that those of whom I speak suggested submission……upwards of thirteen hundred men have been incarcerated in prison, going there for various terms from one to three months up to years. They have gone there willingly, as martyrs to this principle, making a protest that the heavens and the earth should bear record of it……... The imprisonment of these men, the suffering, the untold, unwritten, yea, the unmentionable, it may be said, sufferings of wives and children, they are recorded in Heaven and are known to men upon the earth, and they form a chapter that will never be blotted out.”

President Wilford Woodruff

“I want to say to all Israel that the step which I have taken in issuing this manifesto has not been done without earnest prayer before the Lord. I am about to go into the Spirit world like other men of my age. I expect to meet the face of My Heavenly Father…I expect to meet the face of Joseph Smith….. .and for me to have taken a stand in anything which is not pleasing in the sight of God, or before the Heavens, I would rather have gone out and been shot….

The Lord has required at our hands many things that we have been prevented from doing. The Lord required us to build a Temple in Jackson County. We were prevented by violence form doing it etc…. A great many things have been required of us, and we have not been able to do them, because of those that surrounded us in the world….it is not wisdom for us to make war upon sixty-five millions of people. It is not wisdom for us to go forth and carry out this principle against the laws of the nation and receive the consequences.
The Lord has given us commandments concerning many things and we have carried them out as far as we could, but when we cannot do it, we are justified. The Lord does not require at our hands things we cannot do.” END
Why the Manifesto was Issued
“The Manifesto nowhere concedes that the laws are constitutional in the sense understood by the Saints; it merely admits the uncontroversial fact that the courts had so declared them. President Woodruff simply expressed a willingness to discourage the practice of civil disobedience on this topic. He later explained his rationale:

President Woodruff: “The question is this: Which is the wisest course for the Latter-day Saints to pursue--to continue to attempt to practice plural marriage, with the laws of the nation against it and the opposition of sixty millions of people, and at the cost of the confiscation and loss of all the Temples, and the stopping of all the ordinances therein, both for the living and the dead, and the imprisonment of the First Presidency and Twelve and the heads of families in the Church, and the confiscation of personal property of the people (all of which of themselves would stop the practice); or, after doing and suffering what we have through our adherence to this principle to cease the practice and submit to the law, and through doing so leave the Prophets, Apostles and fathers at home, so that they can instruct the people and attend to the duties of the Church, and also leave the Temples in the hands of the Saints, so that they can attend to the ordinances of the Gospel, both for the living and the dead?”31
The Saints continued to maintain that the practice of polygamy was divinely mandated and part of their religion. However, they were generally unwilling to continue their policy of overt, public civil disobedience and risk the harsher consequences that would ensue under the Edmunds-Tucker Act and related statutes. They were forced to abandon either their public practice of plural marriage, or accept the seizure of Church assets, the cessation of temple/sealing work, and the public practice of plural marriage. They chose the option which did the least violence to their beliefs--for most; this was to abandon attempts to live plural marriage publicly.”
Continuing Plural Marriage after the Manifesto

See http://www.fairlds.org/Misc/Polygamy_Prophets_and_Prevarication.html
Extracts from an article By Gregory L. Smith (Fair Mormon)

Wilford Woodruff's Pre-Manifesto Administration

“Wilford Woodruff became the presiding authority of the Church with the death of John Taylor. Given that President Taylor spent the last months of his life in hiding from federal officials who sought to prosecute him under anti-polygamy laws Plural Marriage was clearly an immediate crisis for President Woodruff......
Key to receiving revelation is the requirement to "study it out in your mind," and the Church leadership was certainly doing this in the years preceding the Manifesto.

On 29 September 1887 Wilford Woodruff asked the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles whether they felt "it was necessary for polygamists to promise the courts to refrain from unlawful cohabitation because they 'seem to think it is necessary to do something of this kind in order to convince Congress of the sincerity of our efforts to gain Statehood.'  The proposal was almost unanimously rejected, since the apostles felt "no latter-day saint could make any such promise and still be true to the covenants he had made with God and his brethren when in the House of God and having wives sealed to him." 

More than a year later 20 December 1888, President Woodruff prepared and presented a document for the apostles' consideration. In it, he wondered if it was the Lord's will that Church members should comply with the law and refrain from practicing plural marriage. He declared it "of the greatest importance that we decide by the Spirit what decision to make regarding the same," and asked for the apostles' opinion. Three apostles were absent; the rest opposed it, and four said they could not give their assent without receiving "the Word of the Lord through Wilford Woodruff, the senior apostle." 

At this point, President Woodruff expressed his agreement with the council, and opined that, 
"Had we yielded to that document every man of us would have been under condemnation before God. The Lord never will give a revelation to abandon plural marriage." 

George Q. Cannon later expressed the same view when he said: "I want President Woodruff, if I can have my feelings gratified and if anything is to be said on this subject in this direction, to be able to say, 'Thus saith the Lord.'"

President Woodruff then did inquire of the Lord, and recorded the following revelation, which the Twelve sustained:

“Let not my servants who are called to the Presidency of my church, deny My Word or My Law, which concerns the salvation of the children of men.... Place not yourselves in jeopardy to your enemies by promise... Let my servants, who officiate as your counselors before the Courts, make their pleadings as they are moved by the Holy Spirit, without any further pledges from the Priesthood, {and they shall be justified.” (Clark, Messages of the First Presidency 3:175-176.
Clearly, the Church was not to adapt its doctrine or practice simply to gain legal advantage. This is a key point--the Church would not, and should not, capitulate in matters of religion under social pressure. That social pressure, however, was to increase. Five months later, in April 1890, bills were introduced in the House of Representatives and the Senate to disenfranchise all Latter-day Saints, regardless of whether they practiced polygamy.
The revelation to Wilford Woodruff also included significant instruction on how to resolve their difficulties: "Let my servants call upon the Lord in mighty prayer. Retain the Holy Ghost as your constant companion and act as you are moved upon by that Spirit and all will be well with you...I the Lord will deliver my Saints from the dominion of the wicked, in mine own due time and way." 
The leaders of the Church were clearly seeking the will of the Lord, but they seem to have been left, for a time, to "work out" the solution on their own. Abraham H. Cannon wrote that "the Spirit...at no time...seemed to indicate what should be done." George Q. Cannon indicated that the leaders "waited for the Lord to move in this matter." The Lord's way would soon become clear.”

The First Presidency's policy, which had been a matter of somewhat informal discussion among themselves was first formally expressed to the Twelve on 2 October 1889:

“[Wilford Woodruff] explained that he felt it was necessary... George Q. Cannon had overcome the uncertainty he felt when President Woodruff revealed his intentions the previous month and told the other apostles that he "was not in favor of plural marriages being performed in this Territory, but they might be attended to in Mexico or Canada, and thus save our brethren from jeopardy in attending to these matters." 
The Manifesto was written while the following factors were in play:

· laws disincorporating the Church, disenfranchising all LDS members, and criminalizing their religious practices had been passed and prosecuted with increasing vigor 

· all efforts at legal challenge to the laws' constitutionality had failed 

· efforts toward "restraint" or "compromise" on the part of Church leaders--restricting and/or forbidding the solemnization of plural marriages--had failed to produce any reduction in government pressure 

· the Church had continued its policy of civil disobedience, silence, "technically true" denials that misled, or outright public denial not in keeping with the facts. 

· the Apostles and First Presidency were actively engaged in the process of "studying it out in their minds"--there was no unanimity regarding the ultimate course of action which was proper 

· President Woodruff had received a revelation, which the apostles had sanctioned, which commanded the Church not to deny that polygamy was a commandment, and not to seek leverage in the courts by agreeing to restrict polygamy.

President Woodruff attended a council meeting on 24 September and presented a statement which he had written, declaring: "I have been struggling all night with the Lord about what should be done under the existing circumstances of the Church. And here is the result." 

This document was to become the Manifesto. After the Manifesto was revised by the First Presidency, three members of the Quorum of the Twelve, and a few others, it was sent to the media. 

Of the process, George Q. Cannon wrote:

“This whole matter has been at President Woodruff's own instance. He has felt strongly impelled to do what he has, and he has spoken with great plainness to the brethren in regard to the necessity of something of this kind being done. He has stated that the Lord had made it plain to him that this was his duty, and he felt perfectly clear in his mind that it was the right thing.” 

Thus, President Woodruff clearly claimed that his action was inspired, and the product of revelation. Yet, what was his intent? Most Church writers seem to have not understood the circumstances under which the Manifesto was given, and have accepted that it was both the product of revelation (which it was) and intended, in 1890, to be implemented as literally written in all circumstances (which it likely was not).

President Woodruff "struggled with the Lord" over what he ought to do. His action was "a necessity," "his duty," and "it was the right thing to do." President Woodruff's attitude toward what they had just written is seen in his words as he left the meeting: "We are like drowning men, catching at any straw that may be floating by, that offers any relief!" 

Quite simply, the pressure against the Church, under a threadbare cloak of 'legality,' had become intolerable. The threat to the Temples, even more than the threat to polygamous families, represented an assault on the most sacred aspects of LDS worship. 
Church leaders had clearly felt for a long time--with justification--that deceiving their enemies in regard to polygamy was the lesser of two evils. Thus, the revelation to President Woodruff, as he and his fellow apostles understood it, was not to cease polygamy entirely, but to publicly announce what the Church had already been doing (restricting permission for polygamous marriages). 
President Cannon explained this rationale after the Manifesto was presented in general conference:

“But the time has come when, in the providence of God, it seemed necessary that something should be done to meet the requirements of the country, to meet the demands that have been made upon us, and to save the people. President Woodruff and others of us have been appealed to hundreds of times, I might say; I can say for myself, that I have been appealed to many scores of times to get out something and to announce something. 
Some of our leading brethren have said: "Inasmuch as we have ceased to give permission for plural marriages to be solemnized, why cannot we have the benefit of that? Why cannot we tell the world it, so as to have the benefit of it? Our enemies are alleging constantly that we still practice this in secret, and that we are dishonest and guilty of evasion. Now, if we have really put a stop to granting permissions to men to take more wives than one, why should not the world know it and we have the advantage of it?" These remarks have been made to us repeatedly. But at no time has the Spirit seemed to indicate that this should be done. We have waited for the Lord to move in the matter... ” 

The revelation to President Woodruff also extended the degree of deception which was permissible to avoid the Church's destruction. It was his duty to make a formal statement which he knew to be false in some particulars.

Later, Joseph F. Smith clearly understood the Manifesto in this light: "he regarded the document as inspired under the circumstances in which the U.S. government placed the Church...'But he did not believe it to be an emphatic revelation from God abolishing plural marriage.'"

President Woodruff released the Manifesto with the approval of only three of the apostles. At a meeting after its publication, seven of nine apostles supported the measure. Of the supporters, four made it clear they supported such a statement only within the United States.

This view of the Manifesto as a revealed tactic to relieve pressure on the Church is not a common one among Church members today. Yet a review of the circumstances under which it was received, and some fundamental principles of Church government, makes this interpretation the most sensible one.

The Doctrine and Covenants clearly indicates that the First Presidency and Quorum of the Twelve are of equal authority and that every decision should be done in unanimity2 in order to make such decisions binding upon the Church: to make them "official," as it were. Clearly, President Woodruff did not follow this practice--which would be very strange if he expected the Manifesto to be read as a formal revelation insisting that all polygamous practices immediately cease, only three of the apostles even saw the Manifesto prior to its publication. And, following its publication, there was not unanimity as to what the Manifesto required.

But President Woodruff did not frame the matter in this way: rather, it was a "duty" on his part, which the Lord required. Even the wording of the Manifesto reflects this--it does not speak of "we the First Presidency and Council of the Twelve," but simply of Wilford Woodruff in the first-person singular.

The wording is careful and precise: "I hereby declare my intention to submit to those laws and to use my influence with the members of the Church over which I preside to have them do likewise... And I now publicly declare that my advice to the Latter-day Saints is to refrain from contracting any marriage forbidden by the law of the land." Thus, President Woodruff announces a personal course of action, but does not commit other general authorities or the Church--he even issues "advice," rather than a "command" or "instruction." No other signatures or authorities are given, other than his own.

A useful comparison can be made with Official Declaration 2, which follows the prescribed pattern for Church government:

...The First Presidency announced that a revelation had been received by President Spencer W. Kimball...[who] has asked that I advise the conference that after he had received this revelation...he presented it to his counselors, who accepted it and approved it. It was then presented to the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, who unanimously approved it, and was subsequently presented to all other General Authorities, who likewise approved it unanimously. 

The difference between this and the Manifesto is striking. The Manifesto was issued in a manner which could not have been binding upon the Church at the time.

As for the Manifesto, the First Presidency and Council of the Twelve voted on 2 October 1890 to sustain President Woodruff's action. That is, under my reading, they supported his tactic of essentially telling the government what it wanted to hear, and complying with the law insofar as their consciences would allow. Even at this meeting their intent was clear, since they debated whether the Church as a whole should sustain the Manifesto, since "some felt that the assent of the Presidency and Twelve to the matter was sufficient without committing the people by their votes to a policy which they might in the future wish to discard." 

It is evident that these united quorums did not consider the Manifesto to be a revelation forbidding all plural marriage in 1890: for, why would they then contemplate the Church wanting to "disregard" it? Rather, they supported the decision to hide the full truth from their enemies because they lacked other options which would enable them to keep their higher duty to their faith. The Manifesto announced what had being going on privately already (the severe restrictions on plural marriage) but hid the fact that Church leaders might grant exceptions.

It seems inescapable that President Woodruff considered his action inspired and divinely directed; however, he and the Church did not believe that God had, by the Manifesto, told them to cease all plural marriage.
Thus, the Church leaders' united understanding was that the Manifesto was a revelation. However, they did not understand it as universally forbidding all plural marriage at that time, though for the Church's survival it was necessary that the government interpret it so.

The members' vote on the Manifesto, wrote one apostle, was "carried by a weak voice, but seemingly unanimous," and the First Presidency and Quorum of the Twelve were not unanimous in believing that the Manifesto was intended to signal the definite end of polygamy--it was, however, important for the Church's survival that it appear this way to their persecutors. A Church vote could not change this, though all American politicians doubtless did not appreciate the fact. Later, a secretary to the First Presidency who was asked if the Manifesto was "just a gesture" replied, "Marvelous that you can see so far."250
Leaders of the Church did not consider the Manifesto as Binding 
Note the words of the manifesto in 1890 “I now publicly declare that my advice to the Latter-Day Saints is to refrain from contracting any marriage forbidden by the law of the land.”
“President Woodruff does not seem to have intended that the Manifesto should prevent current polygamists from living with or supporting their wives--its wording was even changed prior to publication to avoid this impression. Yet, the government again insisted, refusing to return the Church's properties otherwise, and so a public announcement was made which forbade cohabitation with pre-Manifesto spouses. 

Most Church members and leaders continued, however, to cohabitate--which reinforced (and reinforces) the perception that some aspects of the Manifesto were issued for expediency's sake, and not as a binding commandment from the Lord. It was to satisfy the world; it was not to compel the Saints to violate their covenants and abandon their families.

In 1891, President Woodruff was compelled to testify before the Master in Chancery. He told them what they wanted to hear--that cohabitation was forbidden on pain of excommunication--and again indicated privately that his duty to the Church and God was a higher loyalty:
[he said] "that he was placed in such a position on the witness stand that he could not answer other than he did; yet any man who deserts and neglects his wives or children because of the Manifesto, should be handled on his fellowship." He then encouraged the assembled General Authorities to agree that men must try to avoid being arrested or convicted for unlawful cohabitation "and yet they must not break their covenants with their wives." 

We note again that the Church and its members were in an impossible position--the government showed no concern for the women and children who would be left without support if government policies were obeyed. Members and leaders again had agonizing choices to make, in which all their moral duties simply could not be honored. Joseph F. Smith wrote to a member who faced just this dilemma, "The whole thing in a nut-shell is this, you should keep your covenants with your family and you should also not violate the law. Now if you can comprehend it--you will grasp the situation." 

The situation--which critics and many modern members have not grasped--is that it was impossible to do both. A choice had to be made, the Saints chose whatever was most important, and most seem to have chosen support for families over being straightforward with the government.

President Woodruff continued similar tactics throughout the remainder of his administration. By July 1892 he had granted a few recommends for plural marriages in Mexico, and in June 1897 marriages sanctioned by the First Presidency were performed at sea, on the Great Lakes, and in Mexico.259 There is circumstantial evidence that President Woodruff himself married a plural wife at sea in September 1897.260 At times, President Woodruff seems to have maintained some "plausible deniability" by declining to personally approve a polygamous marriage, while referring the potential polygamists to his counselor, George Q. Cannon, for a recommend.261
Their understanding, however, was not the whole story. First Presidency approval for polygamous marriages had typically only been required for members seeking to be married outside of their own stake. The stake president in Juarez, Mexico--Anthony W. Ivins--could marry those of his own stake without express First Presidency permission, and began doing so in October 1898, likely following the receipt of a letter from a member of the First Presidency. It had been President Cannon's practice to provide such letters without the knowledge of Wilford Woodruff, and such may have occurred in this case.267
President Snow’s Administration

Furthermore, apostle Matthias F. Cowley--who had been performing marriages approved by member(s) of the First Presidency (often George Q. Cannon)268 within the United States--later reported President Snow's comment telling him "that he [President Snow] would not interfere with Brother [Abraham Owen] Woodruff's and [George Q.] Cannon's work."269
Elder Cowley interpreted this to mean that he no longer needed the knowledge or permission of the First Presidency to perform polygamous sealings within the United States. President Snow likely remained unaware of this, and seems to have remained adamant in public and private that no further polygamous unions were sanctioned. 

On 8 January 1900, he signed a statement prepared by a non-member judge regarding polygamy. This statement read:

“The Church has positively abandoned the practice of polygamy, or the solemnization of plural marriages, in this and every other State; and... no member or officer thereof has any authority whatever to perform such plural marriages or enter into such relations. Nor does the Church advice or encourage unlawful cohabitation on the part of any of its members. If, therefore, any member disobeys the law, either as to polygamy or unlawful cohabitation, he must bear his own burden, or in other words be answerable to the tribunals of the land for his own action pertaining thereto.” 271
A significant omission was any promise to excommunicate those who engaged in polygamy.

The same dynamics at work following the Manifesto under President Woodruff were again in place under President Snow. Political and legal pressure persisted in demanding "binding" or "official" statements from Church leaders. A lack of unanimity remained among the leaders of the Church about what the "anti-polygamy" policy meant. Leaders such as George Q. Cannon and Matthias Cowley considered themselves authorized to continue to act contrary to the President of the Church's public (and sometimes private) statements.

This confusion is understandable, and perhaps inevitable given the tactics of active misdirection which the Manifesto had sanctioned. Given his desire to avoid deception, President Snow seems to have gone to great lengths to avoid direct knowledge of or participation in approving plural marriages, even more so than President Woodruff. 
Yet, given Church leaders' established understanding that the Manifesto was primarily a last-ditch effort to avoid destruction by their enemies, President Cannon and others may have understood that it was their duty to carry on with what the Church president could not verbally encourage, in order to preserve the doctrines of the Church. It seems that from their point of view, it was the President's duty to present a face to the world that would spare the Church the full weight of the federal government's efforts to control their faith and practice; it was his councilors' duty to carry out what the president "really" wanted to have happen, despite the denials that were presented for public consumption.
Joseph F. Smith's Administration

Joseph F. Smith was a counselor to Lorenzo Snow. He seems to have supported President Snow's "no polygamy" posture, until the turn of the century. President Snow proposed the cessation of cohabitation with plural wives, and President Smith objected to this plan.273
Thereafter, President Smith approved some plural marriages without President Snow's knowledge. By November 1900, President Smith had arranged for another member (Alexander F. Macdonald) to marry members in the Juarez, Mexico stake.274 In September 1901, he sent word to Patriarch Macdonald not to worry about public warnings of excommunication from President Snow, and instructed him to continue performing marriages.275
President Smith was to continue this posture of toleration toward polygamy upon becoming Church President at Lorenzo Snow's death. He again gave permission to Anthony W. Ivins in Mexico to solemnize such marriages, and these began in 1903.276 The lack of unanimity among the general authorities persisted: President Smith's counselors and "half" of the Twelve were unaware of the support he and the rest of the quorum were giving to polygamy.277 It is not surprising that these tactics further confused the Church members and leaders:

He did it with the best of intent--to preserve "the Principle" as well as to protect the institution of the Church by filling official minutes of quorum meetings with repudiations of what he was actually allowing individual Church officers to do with his authorization and blessing as Church president. This allowed plausible denial to the Church's enemies, but the policy created double definitions of authority, sanction, permission, knowledge, validity, loyalty, and truth--a wind that would begin to reap the whirlwind in 1904.278
The whirlwind was the Reed Smoot senate hearing in 1904. Reed Smoot was an apostle who had been elected as senator for Utah….

Church leaders were called to testify, and President Joseph F. Smith himself was the first witness. Interestingly, he admitted that he was continuing to cohabitate with his wives (in violation of the law and in violation of the Church's announced interpretation of the Manifesto). When asked if he believed the Manifesto to be a revelation, President Smith indicated that he did. When asked if this meant that he was violating a revelation by his cohabitation, President Smith said that it did.281 However, President Smith also continued the practice of dissembling by frankly denying the solemnization of any plural marriages since the Manifesto.

Thus, the strategy of President Smith and other leaders was to protect the Church, while being unwilling to use dishonesty to protect themselves personally. 
He was in jeopardy twice over: once for admitting to criminal cohabitation, and again for perjury before the Senate.282 It is noteworthy that Reed Smoot thought that the public was more shocked by President Smith's admission of cohabitation than they were by news of a few marriages solemnized after the Manifesto.283 President Smith was unwilling to use dishonesty to his own advantage; he remained, however, under commandment (via the Manifesto and the reasoning which applied to it) to protect the Church, even with deception if no other option existed. In fact, his admission of his own illegal acts sacrificed his own interests to spare attention from the Church. These are not the choices of a habitual liar or of a libidinous male--they are the self-sacrifice of a leader with no good choices who nevertheless tried to honor his highest obligations.
Actual End of Plural Marriage

On 6 April 1904, the First Presidency issued what has been called the "Second Manifesto."
President Joseph F. Smith said:

“I am going to present a matter to you that is unusual and I do it because of a conviction which I feel that it is a proper thing for me to do. I have taken the liberty of having written down what I wish to present, in order that I may say to you the exact words which I would like to have conveyed to your ears, that I may not be misunderstood or misquoted. I present this to the conference for your action:
OFFICIAL STATEMENT-1904
"Inasmuch as there are numerous reports in circulation that plural marriages have been entered into contrary to the official declaration of President Woodruff, of September 26, 1890, commonly called the Manifesto, which was issued by President Woodruff and adopted by the Church at its general conference, October 6, 1890, which forbade any marriage violative of the law of the land; I, Joseph F. Smith, President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, hereby affirm and declare that no such marriages have been solemnized with the sanction, consent or knowledge of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and "I hereby announce that all such marriages are prohibited, and if any officer or member of the Church shall assume to solemnize or enter into any such marriage he will be deemed in transgression against the Church and will be liable to be dealt with, according to the rules and regulations thereof, and excommunicated therefrom. JOSEPH F. SMITH, President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.... "

...President Francis M. Lyman presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION OF ENDORSEMENT

"Resolved that we, the members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, in General Conference assembled, hereby approve and endorse the statement and declaration of President Joseph F. Smith, just made to this Conference concerning plural marriages, and will support the courts of the Church in the enforcement thereof...."

The resolution was then adopted, by unanimous vote of the Conference...284
The precision intended by President Smith is clear. He denies that the Church has sanctioned such marriages (though he is significantly silent on the fact that individual leaders or authorities of the Church had sanctioned marriages). We should recall that official Church acts require unanimity of the presiding quorums; as we have seen, this never occurred during post-Manifesto polygamy. Thus President Smith's remark was technically correct, but continued the policy of misleading the government if absolutely required for the Church's continued existence.

A key addition to the Second Manifesto was the indication that the Church would now use its ecclesiastical court system to punish those who violated it. This is in marked contrast to the 1890 Manifesto, which was a personal statement from President Woodruff that only indicated what "his intention" was, and contained his "advice" to members of the Church.
After the Second Manifesto

We have already mentioned the inevitable confusion which the 1890--1904 policy created among some Church members and leaders. Indeed, such uncertainty was, in part, the purpose of the Manifesto tactic, though government agents seeking to destroy families and suppress conscience were those to be misled.

It is not surprising, therefore, that some members and leaders of the Church considered the Second Manifesto to be merely another gambit intended in the same spirit as that of 1890. But, by October 1904 the First Presidency and Council of the Twelve sent a letter indicating that "President Woodruff and President Snow, each in his time, authorized some of the Apostles, and perhaps others to perform sealings for time and eternity," but then rescinded that authority. 
It is significant that this was a united step taken by the leading quorums of the Church and signed by them as a body, rather than individual Church leaders. The consensus required by the doctrines of revelation and Church government was finally achieved.286 The content of the Manifesto was now being established as the binding doctrine of the Church, because of revelation to the presiding authorities. We have record of very few marriages sanctioned after the Second Manifesto.

Two apostles, Elders John W. Taylor and Matthias F. Cowley, had figured prominently in post-Manifesto polygamy, and the senate wished to question them as part of the Smoot hearings. President Smith seems to have encouraged them to absent themselves to avoid subpoenas, and then insisted that since testifying to Congress was a civil, rather than religious, matter he could not force them to do so.

However, lawyers acting for the Church, Senator Smoot, and some other members of the Church leadership pressed for discipline to be imposed upon Elders Taylor and Cowley. Meetings of the Twelve and First Presidency were held in October 1905. No minutes were kept of these meetings, so conclusions drawn about the intents of the participants are necessarily speculative.

The two apostles did sign resignation letters to be used "as contingencies of last resort." The understanding was that they would be dropped from the Quorum of the Twelve, but that neither would lose his priesthood office of apostle.
The leading quorums seem to have viewed the "discipline" of Elders Taylor and Cowley as a necessary sacrifice which the world was forcing upon them. They were to be scapegoats to protect the Church, and the sacrificial apostles knew it. Janet Taylor, a wife of Elder Taylor, reported that Joseph F. Smith told her husband, "You brethren are called upon to make this sacrifice, but you will lose nothing from it. When things quiet down you will be reinstated."

The announcement of their resignation from the Quorum was made officially on 8 April 1906, though it seems to have done little to help Smoot's cause in Washington. Cowley and Taylor had further problems with the Quorum, and were again called to disciplinary hearings in 1911. Taylor was excommunicated (he was reportedly rebaptized by Cowley prior to his death in 1916, and was to be posthumously reinstated to full fellowship in 1966). Cowley was more penitent, and was simply forbidden to exercise his priesthood authority; he was restored to full fellowship in 1936.
It is well-known in Latter-day Saint circles that the Saints are relieved of the necessity of keeping a commandment if their enemies make it impossible for them to do so:
D&C 124:49: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that when I give a commandment to any of the sons of men to do a work unto my name, and those sons of men go with all their might and with all they have to perform that work, and cease not their diligence, and their enemies come upon them and hinder them from performing that work, behold, it behooveth me to require that work no more at the hands of those sons of men, but to accept of their offerings.”
Many Church members assume that the Manifesto was an example of this process in action: the Church persisted until polygamy was declared, and confirmed, as illegal under secular law. This is an accurate concept, but it does not carry the matter far enough. 
The Church's response to the state's efforts to forbid them to practice their religion went through the following stages:

· secrecy for safety's sake (Nauvoo era, Joseph Smith) 

· announcement of intention to live polygamously (Utah era, Brigham Young) 

· open civil disobedience (Utah era, pre-Manifesto of 1890: Brigham Young and John Taylor) 

· hidden civil disobedience (post-Manifesto of 1890: Wilford Woodruff, Lorenzo Snow) 

· final compliance (post-Second Manifesto of 1904: Joseph F. Smith and successors)

Thus, at the time of the 1890 Manifesto the Saints had not yet done everything which they could to live the law--the one option remaining was to mislead the secular powers, and to continue to live the law by cohabiting with current wives and occasionally marrying anew. The leaders were reluctant to adopt this approach, but did so after Wilford Woodruff's revelation produced the Manifesto.

But, the Smoot hearings made it clear that even this tack could no longer be successful--the deception which post-Manifesto polygamy required meant that the federal government and other non-Mormons would not trust the Saints on this point. Therefore, the Church was finally at the point beyond which it could not go, without risking dissolution as a corporate entity, and the possible use of federal military power against the Saints.
No one can say that the Church abandoned its practices in response to pressure before every possible angle was explored. The choice after the Smoot hearings was between voluntary compliance or forced compliance via destruction of the Church. The Saints had proven their commitment to obedience, and Church leadership reached unanimity that polygamous marriages should cease. END
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