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Introduction

The Lord has spoken about the need to seek Zion with desire and a willing mind:
D&C 38:18-19: “And I hold forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a Land of Promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse when the Lord cometh; and I will give it unto you for the Land of your Inheritance, if you seek it with all your hearts.” 

D&C 64:34: “Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the willing and obedient shall eat the good of the Land of Zion in these last days.” 

Is the lack of desire to be Equal through the Law of Consecration one of the contributing factors preventing the exercise of faith in establishing Zion in its fulness? 
The Doctrine and Covenants clearly teaches that Latter-Day Saints should desire and strive to be equal. Being equal and having all things common is part of the Fullness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The temporal aspect of equality will only be accomplished through the Law of Consecration as administered under the United Order. The scriptures testify that obedience to this law will bring members of the church a “multiplicity of blessings” See D&C 104

Why has the principle of equality been given so much emphasis by the Lord to this generation of Saints in the Doctrine and Covenants? Over 30 sections contain references to the Law of Consecration, the United Order, and the principle of Equality. Some sections like D&C 78, 82, and 104 are wholly dedicated to this commandment. Surely this subject is important enough to be taught frequently and openly to members of the church.

The principles of the United Order and the Law of Consecration are laid out in the Doctrine and Covenants and yet many members do not have a basic understanding of them. The last sermons to be preached at General Conference on this subject were by Elder Marion G Romney many years ago. Each year the time is drawing nearer when the Saints will need to live this law in preparation for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. 
Members of the church should be encouraged to pray and look forward to the time when they can observe this sacred principle. It is a commandment of God for His children to have equal opportunity and to share their blessings with each other. It is part of the New and Everlasting Covenant.  Heavenly Father has set out the means by which this can be accomplished. 
Do Latter-Day-Saints have a desire to live the Law of Consecration? 
Do they understand what will be expected of them in the United Order? 
Why do the scriptures in the Doctrine and Covenants stress the need for temporal equality amongst the Saints in this generation?
Covetousness as spoken of by the Lord in the Doctrine and Covenants is the sin of not being sufficiently concerned about the plight of others. (See D&C 19:26 and D&C 117:4-8)
Covetousness is one of the reasons why the Lord has said the Saints were unable to establish Zion in the early days of the church. It is opposite to the spirit of equality. Is covetousness one of the principle reasons why Zion has not yet been redeemed? The Lord has said:
D&C 88:123: “See that ye love one another; cease to be covetous; learn to impart one to another as the gospel requires”
God is No Respecter of Persons

D&C 38:16: “And for your salvation I give unto you a commandment, for I have heard your prayers, and the poor have complained before me and the rich have I made, and all flesh is mine, and I am no respecter of persons.” (See D&C 1:35)
D&C 38:24-27: “And let every man esteem his brother as himself…. and again I say unto you, let every man esteem his brother as himself. For what man among you having twelve sons, and is no respecter of them, and they serve him obediently, and he saith unto the one: Be thou clothed in robes and sit thou here; and to the other: Be thou clothed in rags and sit thou there- and looketh upon his sons and saith I am just? Behold, this I have given unto you as a parable, and it is even as I am. I say unto you, be one; and if ye are not one ye are not mine.” 

 . 
The oneness spoken of in the above scripture has reference to temporal equality. This is based on the teachings of the Saviour “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them” Matthew 7:12
The Law of God is Equality according to Wants Needs and Circumstances

D&C 51:3: “Appoint unto this people their portions, every man equal according to his family, according to his circumstances and his wants and needs”.  

D&C 51:9: “And let every man deal honestly and be alike among this people, and receive alike, that ye may be one, even as I have commanded you.”  

D&C 82:17-19: “And you are to be equal, or in other words, you are to have equal claims on the properties……...every man according to his wants and his needs, inasmuch as his wants are just.”    

How Equality is to be Achieved
D&C 104:15-18: “And it is my purpose to provide for my saints for all things are mine. But it must needs be done in mine own way; and behold this is the way that I, the Lord, have decreed to provide for my saints, that the poor shall be exalted, in that the rich are made low. For the earth is full, and there is enough to spare, yea, I prepared all things, and have given unto the children of men to be agents unto themselves. 
Therefore, if any man shall take of the abundance which I have made, and impart not his portion, according to the law of gospel, unto the poor and the needy, he shall, with the wicked, lift up his eyes in hell, being in torment.” 

D&C 42:39: “For it shall come to pass, that which I spake by the mouths of my prophets shall be fulfilled; for I will consecrate of the riches of those who embrace my gospel among the Gentiles unto the poor of my people who are of the House of Israel”

Inequality is a Transgression
D&C 49:19-20: “For behold, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air, and that which cometh of the earth is ordained for the use of man for food and for raiment, and that he might have in abundance. But it is not given that one man should possess that which is above another, wherefore the world lieth in sin.” 

Do Latter Day Saints fully accept the intent and purpose of the Divine direction given in the above scripture that inequality is a sin? Is this principle of any less importance than the other principles of the gospel? Is it right for some to have a massive excess above their needs while others lack even the basic essentials? 

The abundance of spiritual blessings can be withheld when there is a concentration on the personal accumulation of wealth instead of unity through equality. The fullness of the law of the gospel is founded upon the principle of equal opportunity without reluctance or resentment: 

D&C 70:14: “Nevertheless, in your temporal things you shall be equal and this not grudgingly otherwise the abundance of the manifestations of the spirit shall be withheld.” 

The Lord warns of the consequences of not sharing wealth. 

D&C 56:14-16: “Behold, thus saith the Lord unto my people--you have many things to do and to repent of; for behold, your sins have come up unto me, and are not pardoned, because you seek to counsel in your own ways. And your hearts are not satisfied. And ye obey not the truth but have pleasure in unrighteousness. Wo unto you rich men, that will not give your substance to the poor, for your riches will canker your souls; and this shall be your lamentation in the day of visitation, and of judgment, and of indignation: The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and my soul is not saved!” 
‘Breakthroughs I would like to See’ by Hugh Nibley
Hugh B. Nibley gave an excellent talk on the subject of the need for the Law of Consecration. Following are a few brief extracts: 

“I would like to see it happen because I have covenanted to keep it and I would like to be able to do so”
“One thing that gives top priority to the Law of Consecration is that no one is excused from observing it” (He quotes D&C 70:9-10; 72:15-19)

“Another reason for acceptance of the Law of Consecration without delay is that such a treasure should no longer lie unclaimed”

“Most pressing of all is the disturbing awareness that God is not mocked. He has been good enough to reveal these things to us from Heaven and there is only one alternative to living up to every covenant-that is to be in the power of Satan, whose purpose is “to deceive and to blind men, and to lead them captive at his will, even as many as would not hearken to my voice. Moses 4:4……”

“Speaking to those who paid lip service to the Law of Consecration while seeking personal gain the Lord reminds us, “For I, the Lord, am not to be mocked in these things” D&C 104:6” “Another disturbing thing is that I cannot put off fulfilling my part of the agreement( he quotes D&C 78:1-4)…. the Law of Consecration is inseparable from the Law of God, the Law of obedience, and the Law of sacrifice which the saints have already accepted.”

“Can it for any reason be postponed? No! Those who have failed to keep it here and now are denounced” D&C 104:4: “Therefore, inasmuch as some of my servants have not kept the commandment, but have broken the covenant through covetousness, and with feigned words, I have cursed them with a very sore and grievous curse.”

Why on earth would anyone want to disregard it after accepting the gospel and bidding farewell to the ways of the world? The answer through ‘covetousness and feigned words’ unable to give up their habits of greed….”
“And consider this, I am not free to lay out my own plans or justify special routines as the equivalent of keeping the Law of Consecration. Every attempt at rationalisation fails, the plain fact is that I have promised to keep a law and to keep it now. I know exactly what I am supposed to consecrate, exactly how, exactly why, exactly when, and exactly where.”

“The express purpose of the Law of Consecration is the building up of Zion; it is God’s plan for doing that and His alone”

“The conditions of sharing demanded by the Lord can only be satisfied by complete equality, a point which is ceaselessly repeated” End of Quotes (BYU Studies)
Without the Law of Consecration and the United Order there will continue to be inequality and poverty.  The ideal of living in a Zion society will not be achieved. 
Covetousness is the Opposite of the Spirit of Equality

Being covetous is the opposite to the spirit of equality and results in a resistance to enter the United Order. The Lord has spoken out against covetousness even to the point of not withholding property if the Lord requires it for His work. Martin Harris was required to sell his property for the printing of the Book of Mormon: 

D&C 19:26: “And again I command thee that thou shalt not covet thine own property, but impart it freely to the printing of the Book of Mormon, which contains the truth and the word of God” 
The Commandment not to Covet

D&C 88:123: “See that ye love one another; cease to be covetous; learn to impart one to another as the gospel requires” (See Luke 12:13-21 and Exodus 20:17)
Matthew: 6:19–20: “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in Heaven” 
Luke 12:13-21: “And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me. And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you? And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.” 

And he spake a parable unto them, saying, ‘The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.’ But God said unto him, ‘Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God’” 
The Lord condemned the attitude of covetousness in individuals. William Marks and Newel K. Whitney were told to repent of their covetous desires and sell their properties in Kirtland and move to the Land of Zion: 
D&C 117:4-8: “Let them repent of all their sins, and of all their covetous desires, before me, saith the Lord; for what is property unto me? Saith the Lord….. for have I not the fowls of heaven, and also the fish of the sea, and the beasts of the mountains. Have I not made the earth? Do I not hold the destinies of all the armies of the nations of the earth?....is there not room enough on… the land where Adam dwelt, that you should covet that which is but the drop, and neglect the more weighty matters? Therefore, come up hither unto the land of my people….”

Exodus 20:17: “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s” 
Covetousness is Associated with Pride
The acquisition and the coveting of wealth can lead to pride. 

4 Nephi 23-26 extracts: “…They had become exceedingly rich, because of their prosperity in Christ…and there began to be among them those who were lifted up in pride, such as the wearing of costly apparel, and all manner of fine pearls, and of the fine things of the world. And from that time forth they did have their goods and their substance no more common among them, and they began to be divided into classes.”  
Alma 4:6-8: “And it came to pass in the eighth year of the reign of the judges, that the people of the church began to wax proud, because of their exceeding riches, and their fine silks, and their fine-twined linen, and because of their many flocks and herds, and their gold and their silver, and all manner of precious things, which they had obtained by their industry; and in all these things were they lifted up in the pride of their eyes, for they began to wear very costly apparel. 
Now this was the cause of much affliction to Alma, yea, and to many of the people whom Alma had consecrated to be teachers, and priests, and elders over the church; yea, many of them were sorely grieved for the wickedness which they saw had begun to be among their people. For they saw and beheld with great sorrow that the people of the church began to be lifted up in the pride of their eyes, and to set their hearts upon riches and upon the vain things of the world, that they began to be scornful, one towards another, and they began to persecute those that did not believe according to their own will and pleasure.”
Wealth produces an advantage in capitalist societies and people become proud of financial success. The Book of Mormon testifies of the connection between wealth and pride:

Jacob 2:12-13: “And now my beloved brethren, this is the word which I declare unto you, that many of you have begun to search for gold, and for silver, and for all manner of precious ores….and the hand of Providence hath smiled upon you most pleasingly, that you have obtained many riches; and because some of you have obtained more abundantly than that of your brethren ye are lifted up in the pride of your hearts, and wear stiff necks and high heads because of the costliness of your apparel….” 
The same warning is given to individuals in this day:

 D&C 38:39: “And it must needs be that the riches of the earth are mine to give but beware of pride lest ye become as the Nephites of old.
Covetousness Prevents the Redemption of Zion

It was because of covetousness that early members of the Church failed to keep the covenant of the United Order
D&C 101:6: “Behold, I say unto you, there were jarring’s, and contentions, and envyings, and strifes, and lustful and covetous desires among them; therefore by these things they polluted their inheritances.”
D&C 104:4: “Therefore inasmuch as some of my servants have not kept the commandment, but have broken the covenant through covetousness, and with feigned words, I have cursed them….” 
D&C 104:52-53: “The covenants being broken through transgression, by covetousness and feigned words, therefore you are dissolved as a United Order with your brethren…... ” 
The same transgressions that caused the establishment of Zion to fail in the early days of the Church could also be preventing attempts to redeem Zion in this day. 
D&C 105:2-6: “Behold I say unto you, were it not for the transgressions of my people, speaking concerning the church and not individuals they might have been redeemed even now, but behold they have not learned to be obedient to the things which I required at their hands, but are full of all manner of evil and do not impart of their substance as becometh saints, to the poor and afflicted among them; and are not united according to the union required by the law of the Celestial Kingdom. And my people must needs be chastened until they learn obedience, if it must needs be by the things which they suffer.” 
When members of the Church get settled in wealthy circumstances it can be hard for them to envisage the need for equality in the Church. Because of their abundance they do not desire to disturb their prosperity in the world and therefore do not pray for the Redemption of Zion and the introduction of the United Order. They become unwilling to follow the Lords direction concerning Zion, and the purchase of the sacred land, even though there is sufficient means to accomplish the commandments connected to it:

D&C 101:75: “There is even now already in store sufficient, yea, even an abundance, to redeem Zion, and establish her waste places, no more to be thrown down, were the churches, who call themselves after my name, willing to hearken to my voice.”
Jacob also taught his people how they could overcome the problem of pride and covetousness

Jacob 2:17: “Think of your brethren like unto yourselves and be familiar with all and free with your substance, that they may be rich like unto you”. 
Care needs to be taken not to adopt the false philosophies of the world:

Alma 30:17: “.... But every man fared in this life according to the management of the creature; therefore, every man prospered according to his genius and that every man conquered according to his strength”
Inequality in the Standard of Living in the Church Today
There are in the church today those who are multi-millionaires and those who live below the bread line. Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin said the following concerning the poor in the church: 

“As an Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, I have travelled the world testifying of Him. I come before you today to bear another witness—a witness to the suffering and need of millions of our Heavenly Father's children. Far too many in the world today—thousands upon thousands of families—experience want each day. They hunger. They ache with cold. They suffer from sickness. They grieve for their children. They mourn for the safety of their families. These people are not strangers and foreigners but children of our Heavenly Father. They are our brothers and our sisters. They are "fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God.” Their fervent prayers ascend to Heaven pleading for respite, for relief from suffering. 
At this very hour on this very day, some members even in our Church are praying for the miracle that would allow them to surmount the suffering that surrounds them. If, while we have the means to do so, we do not have compassion for them and spring to their aid, we are in danger of being among those the prophet Moroni spoke of when he said, "Behold, ye do love money, and your substance, and your fine apparel. . . more than ye love the poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted.” April 2001 General Conference
Is this inequality according to the law and will of God? 
Equal Opportunity in Obtaining Spiritual Blessings
One of the main purposes of the United Order is so that members of the Lord’s Kingdom have an equal opportunity to receive the spiritual blessings of the church: 

D&C 78:5-6: “For a permanent and everlasting establishment and order unto my church, to advance the cause, which ye have espoused, to the salvation of man, and to the glory of your Father who is in Heaven-that you may be equal in the bonds of Heavenly things, yea and earthly things also, for the obtaining of Heavenly things-for if ye are not equal in earthly things ye cannot be equal in obtaining Heavenly things. For if you will that I give unto you a place in the Celestial world, you must prepare yourselves by doing the things which I have commanded you and required of you” 

Equal Opportunity in Receiving Temple Blessings

The ordinances of the Temple are just as essential to the salvation of Latter-Day Saints as baptism. This is plainly taught in the scriptures and by leaders of this generation.

D&C 128:28, 34, 55: “And build a House to my name for the Most High to dwell therein” and receive “the Fullness of the Priesthood”……. for therein are the Keys of the Holy Priesthood ordained, that you may receive honour and glory……. I command you again to build a house to my name…. that I may bless you, and crown you with Honour, Immortality, and Eternal Life.” 

At the April 1844 Conference when the Nauvoo Temple was nearing completion the Prophet Joseph re-emphasised the great blessings to be obtained from the Temple Ordinances: 

“The declaration this morning is that as soon as the Temple and baptismal font are prepared, we calculate to give the Elders of Israel their washings and anointings, and attend to those last and more impressive ordinances, without which we cannot obtain Celestial Thrones…”

President Howard W Hunter stated: 
“All of the Priesthood Temple Ordinances are essential for the salvation and exaltation of our Father in Heaven’s children… We must accomplish the Priesthood Temple Ordinance work necessary for our own exaltation; then we must do the necessary work for those who did not have the opportunity to accept the gospel in life… What a glorious thing it is for us to have the privilege of going to the Temple for our own blessings……….. Let us make the Temple, with Temple worship and Temple covenants and Temple marriage, our ultimate earthly goal and the supreme mortal experience.
“All our efforts in proclaiming the gospel, perfecting the Saints, and redeeming the dead lead to the Holy Temple. This is because the Temple Ordinances are absolutely crucial; we cannot return to God’s presence without them. I encourage everyone to worthily attend the Temple.” President Howard W. Hunter Ensign Feb 1995 pages 2-5 extracts only.
In recent years great strides have been made by leaders of the church in making Temples accessible to members of the church worldwide. In the past it has proven difficult for some members of the church to receive the Temple Ordinances
On the island of Kiribati, in the Pacific Islands area there are 7,877 members (1999), with one stake and a district. President Hinckley briefly visited this area on 26 Jan 2000 where he met with 1,500 members. An article on Kiribati in the Ensign December 2000, illustrates the great need some members have to receive the Temple Ordinances: 

“In 1984 Tamton and (his wife) Taake were among the first on Abaiang (Kiribati) to join the church. Amid suspicion and persecution, they immediately began helping the missionaries find others to teach…as their faith in Jesus Christ sustains Tamton and his family in times of need, it also comforts them in times of sorrow. Several years ago one of their sons died whilst fishing for octopus. He was only 22, but he suffered a heart attack alone in the ocean Tamton’s eyes get moist as he speaks of his son. “The news broke our hearts,” he says. But then his eyes brighten. “We want him sealed to us.” When Tune was their district president, he taught Tamton and Taake about the priesthood and its power to seal families together forever in the Temple. They are eager to go. But with few resources, they have yet to see a Temple, let alone visit one. Still Tamton and Taake are trying to find a way.” 

In remote areas of the church this is not an uncommon problem. There is no difference between members in Kiribati or Salt Lake City in the eyes of the Lord. The problem was even more immense before President Hinckley’s inspired direction to build small Temples throughout the earth. There has been a lot of catching up necessary in places like Mexico where at one time very few comparatively to the total membership had received the blessings of the Temple. 
Hopefully the following figures of the percentage of members who have been married in the Temple in Mexico will now have improved because of their greater accessibility: The Encyclopaedia of Mormonism noted some years ago: 
"The percentage of adults in a Temple marriage varies from about 45 percent in Utah to less than 2 percent in Mexico and Central America...For all of South America, with 2.25 million members, less than 1.8% of the total adult membership has been married in the Temple." This is a significant finding, since approximately 35% of all LDS members live in Latin America.

The first Temple in Mexico was dedicated in Mexico City in 1983 when there were already over 70 stakes in that land. Any gathering of the Saints whether it is the Kirtland, Nauvoo, Utah, or any nation where they are taught, baptised and advised to remain should be blessed by accessibility to Temple Ordinances as part of the building up of the church. 
(Note: Fortunately the church is now taking decisive action to rectify this imbalance of Temple availability throughout the world.) 

‘How Much We Do for So Few and How Little We Do for So Many’
Elder David A. Bednar to students at BYU Idaho in Oct 2006 
“You are richly blessed to be students gathered together on the campus of BYU–Idaho. In September of 1997, President James E. Faust, second counsellor in the First Presidency, came to this campus to dedicate the John Taylor Building. Elder Henry B. Eyring of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles and the Commissioner of Church Education was President Faust’s companion for that assignment. 
Elder Eyring arrived in Rexburg one day early to review several university issues with me and to ensure that everything was in order for President Faust…… As we drove to our home, I asked Elder Eyring if he was interested in quickly walking through the completed Taylor Building. He answered that he was interested, and we spent approximately 15 minutes inspecting the classrooms and other facilities. 

Our last stop was the Taylor Chapel where Elder Eyring stood near the pulpit on the stand and gazed into the audience area for quite a long time. After a few minutes, I asked him: “Elder Eyring, what are you thinking about?” 
He answered with this profound and penetrating observation: “I am thinking about how much we do for so few and how little we do for so many.” He then continued, “The tithing of the people I just visited in South America and from good people all over the world paid for this facility. And most of the people who have made this beautiful facility possible will never see or step foot in a building like this. That is what I am thinking about.” 
That experience influenced me in an important way during the time I served here at BYU–Idaho. And now as a colleague of Elder Eyring in the Quorum of the Twelve, I understand more completely what he meant. Sister Bednar and I returned last week from an assignment in Slovakia and Hungary. The people with whom we met in those countries will likely never see or step foot in the remodelled Manwaring Center or the new auditorium. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has invested millions of tithing dollars to upgrade the BYU–Idaho campus. B.Y.U–Idaho Devotional ‘The Spirit and Purposes of Gathering’ October 31, 2006
Opportunity in Attending Church Owned Universities

President Thomas S Monson spoke of the “unique opportunity” in attending the church universities and how they are a “refuge of Righteousness” for the privileged few. 

President Monson speaking at BYU-Idaho's President's Club Banquet, which was held in Salt Lake City on March 15 for supporters of the university. Church News 22 March 2008
“Today, 120 years later, that early academy has evolved into the modern, four-year university, with its magnificent campus and buildings that we find in Rexburg. There we find the echoes of the past, the opportunities of the present and the brightness of the future. The students who attend BYU-Idaho do so not only for academic learning, but also for religious edification. They want to obtain their education in an atmosphere which reflects the teachings of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Their desire is to associate with those of similar beliefs and value systems. They also find there a legacy of dedicated service and faithful perseverance. In this often challenging and sometimes discouraging world in which we live, what a unique opportunity is theirs. "As Chairman of the BYU-Idaho Board of Trustees, I want you to know how proud we are of this fine university — the administration, the faculty, the student body. We're committed to its continuing mission as a refuge of righteousness in the academic world…”

Elder Boyd K. Packer has stated concerning his family opportunities in education
“As public schools became available, most of the Church schools were closed. At once, seminaries and institutes of religion were established in many nations. Some few schools are left over from that pioneering period, Brigham Young University and Ricks College. Now BYU is full to the brim and running over. It serves an ever-decreasing percentage of our college-age youth at an ever-increasing cost per student. Every year a larger number of qualified students must be turned away simply because there is no room for them.
Leaders and members plead for us to duplicate these schools elsewhere. But we cannot, neither should we, attempt to provide secular education for all members of the Church worldwide. Our youth have no choice but to attend other schools...... Some of you live in countries where schooling is relatively easy to obtain. Others must struggle simply to learn to read and to write because schools, or the means to attend them, are beyond your reach.

This summer at a family reunion, Sister Packer and I announced the end of a family tradition. Our ten children and some of our grandchildren have attended BYU. It will not be possible for all of our grandchildren to follow that tradition.” “To Be Learned Is Good If” Elder Boyd K. Packer Ensign Nov. 1992 Oct 1992 General Conference
The Book of Mormon states:  “The people began to be distinguished by ranks, according to their riches and their chances for learning; yea, some were ignorant because of their poverty, and others did receive great learning because of their riches…. Some were lifted up in pride, and others were exceedingly humble; … and thus there became a great inequality … insomuch that the church began to be broken up.” (3 Ne. 6:12–14) 
BYU-Idaho expands enrolment Deseret News 7 Jan 2009 
"The Board of Trustees has invested a great deal in BYU-Idaho," Clark said in a written statement, "and with all the innovation and new construction we have virtually created a new campus since our change to a four-year institution." Church leaders regularly tell students at the BYU schools that studying at the Utah, Idaho or Hawaii campuses is a privilege others would like to share. The church provides hundreds of millions of dollars to the schools each year to subsidize tuition, a major reason all three schools have been honored for having some of the lowest private-school tuition costs in the country. 

Clark's list of BYU-Idaho imperatives includes serving more students and reducing students' costs. The plan to raise the enrolment cap to 15,000 by 2015 is subject to additional board approval. That approval is subject to conditions that set milestones for cost per student, space utilization and academic performance. All three schools face pressure because the church has hundreds of thousands of college-age-members. Admissions officers regularly hear complaints from prospective students who aren't accepted, as well as from their parents and those in their LDS congregations.” END 
Without doubt the Lord expects an egalitarian spirit to exist amongst His people. Unfortunately church schools have been closed in recent years in several nations such as Mexico and New Zealand.
Ancient Prophets Testified Against the Sin of Covetousness in the Last Days
Isaiah Prophesied of the effect of wealth and covetousness upon the House of Israel:

Isaiah 2:5-10: “O House of Jacob, come ye and let us walk in the light of the Lord; yea, come, for ye have all gone astray, everyone to his wicked ways. Therefore, O Lord, thou hast forsaken thy people, the House of Jacob, because they be replenished from the east, and hearken unto the soothsayers like the Philistines and they please themselves in the children of strangers. Their land also is full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their treasures;  their land is also full of horses, neither is there any end of their chariots (modern means of transport) Their land is also full of idols; they worship the work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have made. And the mean man boweth not down, and the great man humbleth himself not, therefore, forgive him not. O ye wicked ones, enter into the dust, and hide thee in the dust, for the fear of the Lord and the Glory of His Majesty shall smite thee.”  
As Jeremiah prophesied that it is the sin of covetousness that puts the people in bondage: 

Jeremiah 8:8-10: “How do ye say, we [are] wise, and the Law of the Lord [is] with us? Lo certainly in vain made He [it]; the pen of the scribes [is] in vain. The wise [men] (in their own eyes) are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken lo they have rejected the Word of the Lord; and what wisdom [is] in them...for everyone from the least even unto the greatest is given to covetousness from the prophet even unto the priest everyone dealeth falsely.” 
President George Q Cannon of the First Presidency spoke of the effect that wealth can have upon members of the church and the necessity of the United Order:

“The time must come when we must obey that which has been revealed to us as the Order of Enoch, when there shall be no rich and no poor among the Latter-Day Saints; when wealth will not be a temptation; when every man will love his neighbour as he does himself, when every man and woman will labour for the good of all as much as for self. That day must come, and we may as well prepare our hearts for it, brethren, for as wealth increases, I see more and more a necessity for the institution of such an order. As wealth increases, luxury and extravagance have more power over us. Journal of Discourses 15:207
Scriptures Used in this Study

Doctrine and Covenants: D&C:19:26; 30:39; 38:16; 38:24-27; 38:39; 42:39; 49:19-20; 51:3; 51:9; 56:14-16; 70:14; 78:5-6; 82:17-19; 88:123; 101;6; 101:75; 104:4; 104:15-18; 104:52-53; 105:2-6; 117:4-8; 128:28, 34, 55. 

Book of Mormon: Jacob 2:12-13; 2:17; Alma 30:17. 
New Testament: Matthew 6:19-20; Luke 12:13-21

Old Testament: Exodus 20:17; Isaiah 2:5-10; Jeremiah 8:8-10. 

Quotes from Articles

Hugh B. Nibley “Breakthroughs I would like to see”  

Elder David A. Bednar “How much we do for so few and how little we do for so many:” 
President Howard W. Hunter Ensign Feb 1995 pages 2-5 extracts only

President George Q Cannon Journal of Discourses 15:207
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