Illegal  Immigration? What is the LDS Stance (2011)
INDEX

Introduction
Extracts from a Letter sent to the Area Presidency in 2005 
Reply from Area Leaders
Church Policy and Viewpoint 

Official Church Statement on illegal Immigration Deseret News 11 June 2011.
Comments on this Article
LDS Leader’s Arrest puts Spotlight on Immigration Stand 30 Apr 2011

Immigration officials may deport Mormon Branch President and Family29 Apr 2011

Missionary's Arrest Sparks Discussion 25 April 2009
Comments on this Article 
Immigration arrest of Missionary puts Focus on LDS Policy 1 May 2009

Comments on this article
The Law of the Land and Church Policy on Illegal Immigrants
A Question of Confidence in the Policy of the Leadership of the Church 
The Scriptural Injunction to Obey the Law of the Land
Statements by Leaders of the Church on Keeping the Law of the Land
What is the Law of the United States concerning Illegal Immigration?
US Laws declare it is Illegal to Aid or Abet Illegal Immigrants
Debate Resumes over Illegal Immigrants' Status in LDS Church
Comments on this article
Mormons on Opposite Sides in Immigration Fight S.L.T 29 April 2010
Comments on this Article
Victims Face Deportation S L Tribune 10 May 2009
Mormons and Immigration  12 May 2010 Deseret News
Comments on this Article
Arizona's Crackdown on Illegal Immigrants Hurting LDS Recruitment 22 May 2010
LDS Latinos Want Church to Address Crackdown on Illegal Immigrants 4 June 2010

Comments on this Article
Mormon church reiterates support for Utah immigration bills, including HB116
Comments on this Article
Introduction

This is indeed a challenging subject which causes divided feelings amongst Latter Day Saints. Asylum seekers who are fleeing war, devastation and turmoil are welcome in most countries and by members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.
Economic migrants who are illegal on the other hand who are seeking to improve their economic situation are not as acceptable in the eyes of many. It is also true that some who would appear to be economic migrants and therefore illegal immigrants are actually fleeing gang violence and drug warfare in their home communities. I recall reading about one family whose son refused to join a gang in a Central American nation. The gang warned this boy that his whole family was now at risk of violence. The family decided to flee to the United States. 

Recently the Bermudez family from Honduras arrived as asylum seekers in my hometown in England. After learning of what happened in his native country, and the need to flee from gang violence members of the ward have accepted them with open arms without dissension.  

The policy of Church leadership is to show love and compassion for those who have entered nations as illegal immigrants regardless of the reason they have fled. They also believe that families should not be divided. On the other hand, many members of the church believe that the rule of Law is paramount, and that economic illegal immigration is akin to being dishonest and against the law of the land. It is interesting to read the comments on the Blogs of the articles recorded. Many members disapprove of the present policy of the church. 
Whilst serving as a Bishop in England 75% of converts baptised in my mission area were asylum seekers many of whom would normally fail asylum applications. These individuals were willing to listen to the missionaries because they were in difficult circumstances and in need of friends and assistance. They were advised by a local organisation to join a Christian church for assistance with their asylum. Very few of these individuals remained active in the church once they had received the assistance they needed. I wrote a letter to the Area Presidency in 2005. These are some extracts from the letter:

Extracts from a Letter sent to the Area Presidency in 2005 

“Without doubt the missionaries in this area have been focusing continually on this group of people. Due to their circumstances, the asylum seekers are humble and willing to listen to anyone willing to hold out the hand of friendship in an increasing hostile environment. I have been told by a member of the Mission Presidency that probably 75% of all baptisms in the mission last year were asylum seekers. I do hope that the quest to achieve targeted baptismal goals is not the main reason for this focus.
I can also state that the baptism of so many asylum seekers has caused some members concern. While the majority of members accept them cordially there are those who are not pleased with the situation and have expressed the opinion that they should not be baptized until they have been given legal status to remain in the country.

Maybe it would be useful to have a survey done and gather information concerning the number of asylum seekers who have made up the baptismal figures of the various missions in recent years; their overall activity rate and their contribution to the growth and strengthening of the church in this country? 
I believe it would be useful for priesthood leaders in wards and stakes to have some written guidance on this subject. I look forward to receiving your thoughts on this matter.”

The reply indicates that even the Area Leaders were confused at the policy of the church.

Reply from Area Leaders

“Thank you for your letter concerning those who are seeking asylum in the United Kingdom, and the implications that has for priesthood leaders and church members.  
This is indeed a thorny issue with many questions which spring from it. There are similar questions about those who are simply immigrants who currently do not have legal documents for the country in which they reside. These issues are cropping up all over our area and not just in England.......
The Area Presidency will be in Salt Lake for April conference and this is one of the issues we hope to address so that we can receive counsel from the First Presidency and the Twelve. In the meantime, we should try to be wise and follow good Christian principles as well as Church policy and procedure where applicable.” End of Reply

I received no further guidance or communication on this issue from the Area Presidency. 

Church Policy and Viewpoint
On June 10, 2011, the LDS Church released its official stance on immigration policy.  It reads:

Around the world, debate on the immigration question has become intense.  That is especially so in the United States. Most Americans agree that the federal government of the United States should secure its borders and sharply reduce or eliminate the flow of undocumented immigrants. Unchecked and unregulated, such a flow may destabilize society and ultimately become unsustainable.

As a matter of policy, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints discourages its members from entering any country without legal documentation, and from deliberately overstaying legal travel visas.

What to do with the estimated 12 million undocumented immigrants now residing in various states within the United States is the biggest challenge in the immigration debate.  The bedrock moral issue for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is how we treat each other as children of God.

The history of mass expulsion or mistreatment of individuals or families is cause for concern especially where race, culture, or religion are involved.  This should give pause to any policy that contemplates targeting any one group, particularly if that group comes mostly from one heritage.

As those on all sides of the immigration debate in the United States have noted, this issue is one that must ultimately be resolved by the federal government. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is concerned that any state legislation that only contains enforcement provisions is likely to fall short of the high moral standard of treating each other as children of God.

The Church supports an approach where undocumented immigrants are allowed to square themselves with the law and continue to work without this necessarily leading to citizenship. In furtherance of needed immigration reform in the United States, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints supports a balanced and civil approach to a challenging problem, fully consistent with its tradition of compassion, its reverence for family, and its commitment to law.”
Following the Church’s official immigration stance, some questions arose and the LDS Church clarified and expanded on its previous statement.  It reads:

The Church has spoken a number of times about the issue of immigration. Specifically, it has spoken in support of the Utah Compact and has described the package of bills passed by the Utah Legislature, taken together, as “a responsible approach” to the difficult question of immigration reform.

The Church’s position is based on three basic principles:
1. The commandment to “love thy neighbor.”
2. The importance of keeping families intact.
3. The federal government’s obligation to secure its borders.
The February 28, 2011 Deseret News editorial, “A Model for The Nation” also accurately reflects the position of the Church regarding immigration reform, including measures that will allow those who are now here illegally to work legally, provide for their families and become better contributing members of our community—but without establishing a path to citizenship or granting amnesty.
The Church’s newsroom has also provided a statement on immigration which clarified that its support for the Utah Compact and its official statement were intended for worldwide application, not just in the State of Utah. 

As a worldwide church dealing with many complex issues across the globe, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints promotes broad, foundational principles that have worldwide application. The Church regards the declaration of the Utah Compact as a responsible approach to the urgent challenge of immigration reform.
It is consistent with important principles for which we stand:

We follow Jesus Christ by loving our neighbors. The Savior taught that the meaning of “neighbor” includes all of God’s children, in all places, at all times.

We recognize an ever-present need to strengthen families. Families are meant to be together. Forced separation of working parents from their children weakens families and damages society.

We acknowledge that every nation has the right to enforce its laws and secure its borders. All person’s subject to a nation’s laws are accountable for their acts in relation to them.

Public officials should create and administer laws that reflect the best of our aspirations as a just and caring society. Such laws will properly balance love for neighbors, family cohesion, and the observance of just and enforceable laws.

Lawmakers in the State of Utah have attempted to craft legislation based on the principles espoused in the Utah Compact, which were consistent with the LDS Church’s statement as well.  We expect that our country will continue to struggle with this complicated issue, which the federal government will have to address. Our hope is that good people everywhere will strive for principle-based solutions that balance the rule of law with the need for compassion.

Following are some Articles and Comments by LDS Members that show the Divide on the Subject of Illegal Immigration
Official Church Statement on Illegal Immigration Deseret News 11 June 2011

“Around the world, debate on the immigration question has become intense.  That is especially so in the United States. Most Americans agree that the federal government of the United States should secure its borders and sharply reduce or eliminate the flow of undocumented immigrants. Unchecked and unregulated, such a flow may destabilize society and ultimately become unsustainable.

As a matter of policy, (which states: Members who emigrate to any country should comply with applicable laws.) The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints discourages its members from entering any country without legal documentation, and from deliberately overstaying legal travel visas. What to do with the estimated 12 million undocumented immigrants now residing in various states within the United States is the biggest challenge in the immigration debate.  The bedrock moral issue for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is how we treat each other as children of God.  

The history of mass expulsion or mistreatment of individuals or families is cause for concern especially where race, culture, or religion are involved.  This should give pause to any policy that contemplates targeting any one group, particularly if that group comes mostly from one heritage. 

As those on all sides of the immigration debate in the United States have noted, this issue is one that must ultimately be resolved by the federal government.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is concerned that any state legislation that only contains enforcement provisions is likely to fall short of the high moral standard of treating each other as children of God. 

The Church supports an approach where undocumented immigrants are allowed to square themselves with the law and continue to work without this necessarily leading to citizenship. 

In furtherance of needed immigration reform in the United States, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints supports a balanced and civil approach to a challenging problem, fully consistent with its tradition of compassion, its reverence for family, and its commitment to law.” END
It is interesting to read the comments by members of the church when this was discussed in the Deseret news 11 June 2011
Comments on this Article
1: “Much in the LDS Church immigration statement makes sense and sounds compassionate, but much is evasive gobbledygook, sounding like a weak attempt to be politically correct and kowtowing to an ever increasing, albeit illegal segment of Utah society. The church is apparently against mass expulsion in general, but even more so when mostly from one heritage. For me, that smacks of being a respecter of persons. The last paragraph extolling compassion, family and law is ambiguous at best and begs the question. When a family (or individual) is in violation of the law, should compassion supersede the law?”
2:  "The Church supports an approach where undocumented immigrants are allowed to square themselves with the law and continue to work without this necessarily leading to citizenship". I have to wonder what the term "square themselves with the law" means?? If a thief breaks into a hardware store and steals the cash then decides to "square" with the law he certainly doesn't get to keep the cash nor does he avoid jail. Illegal means "ILLEGAL" and when you do something that is illegal there are consequences. As a member of the LDS church I am confused - honestly - with the middle ground the Church is trying to play here. On one hand, we say we believe in honoring, obeying and sustaining the law and then we reverse course and say we discourage illegal entry into the US but if you are illegal and you happen to be here ... well it's ok and you can just stay here and continue to do whatever you were doing. Can't have it both ways.
3: “I'm sure this statement has been put out as a result of the raging debate over HB116, and the current efforts by many in the state to repeal it. The article makes the following statement: "The Church supports an approach where undocumented immigrants are allowed to square themselves with the law and continue to work without this necessarily leading to citizenship."
It sounds to me like the church is still supporting the amnesty part of 116, since they still want to allow people here illegally the right to work and stay here. Yet, they want it to APPEAR that they support the rule of law. I think that the church cannot have it both ways. Either you support the constitution of this country and the laws it represents - or you don't.
4: The reason the Church is taking such a soft and confusing stance on immigration is because they need to have good relations with Mexico for continuing to do missionary work and for building temples. I am a bit troubled by this to be honest. Don't we sing the hymn "Choose the right" which states do what is right and let the consequence follow"? In other words OBEY the law of the land. PERIOD... and then trust in the Lord that by doing the right thing he will support you. We can certainly be humane and kind to illegal's just like we need to be humane and kind to a teenager who is busted for DUI but that does NOT mean we need to also waive the consequences of their actions. Illegals need to be deported and then allowed to come to America in the right way ... by obeying the law and earning the right of true citizenship. By allowing millions of law breakers to stay here we punish the lawful citizens of the US by imposing increased taxes to support the illegals and the loss of millions of jobs as well.
5: In stating that the church "discourages members to cross borders illegally or overstay visas", what does that mean exactly? Most of the other church policies are pretty black and white. 

For example, in the Word of Wisdom, Law of Chastity, the church doesn't just "discourage" people from smoking, drinking alcohol, etc... but is very clear that this affects an individual’s worthiness for the temple and in some cases callings. The church also delves into civil matters, asking whether or not a member is paying state-ordered child support when determining worthiness.

Simply stating that it discourages something, without any clear penalty seems to be the same thing as encouraging members to drive safely and obey traffic laws when they leave the conference center... 

Perhaps it should consider returning to its previous policies of not actively converting illegal aliens (asking them to return to their homeland before being taught the gospel)
7: The Church IS accepting illegal behavior from its members when it allows the benefits derived from church membership to those who have clearly broken the law of the land. I personally will save my sympathetic help for those of any nationality who made the conscientious and expensive effort to come here legally, as well as to those sorely affected and displaced because illegals have taken food out their mouths. And that means all the law-abiding actual taxpaying citizenry.
8: OK, being here illegally does not restrict church service but how does one live who is here without a visa. They steal or make a false identity, work for cash and don't pay taxes, lie on their employment application if they fill one out. Do these things restrict church service?
9: Of course, the Church has this stance.... after all,...there is an estimated 50 to 75 percent of members in Utah’s 100-plus Spanish-speaking congregations that are undocumented. That includes many bishops, branch presidents, even stake presidents. The church sends missionaries among undocumented immigrants across the country, baptizing many of them without asking about their status. It also allows them to go to the temples and on missions. 

It all seems contradictory to me and that the stance the Church claims is not what the Church's real agenda. They seem to be saying.... it’s alright for members to break immigration law! WOW!
10: How can you get a temple recommend when you aren't adhering to the law of the land? This is a major problem for me. I am not perfect but, how can members who break the law of our land be allowed to enjoy full fellowship? Since when is it ok to pick and choose which of our basic beliefs we will adhere to?
11: Well, let us use your logic. If people have no control over where they were born, should we permit those born in abusive situations to break laws without consequence? I think not. 

Everyone must choose to act for themselves, no matter in what circumstances they are. I do not judge illegals. I really do not. I feel for them, just as I feel for the millions waiting to come to this country legally but cannot because, in part, of those who cut in line by entering this nation illegally. I believe we do not need to punish illegals, deprive them of dignity, or inflict any other pain. I want only that they return them to their homelands. My dad is a legal immigrant who played by the rules. Why should his efforts be ignored?

Illegals are in captivity here; they have limited educational opportunities and generally are subjected to all sorts of abuses ranging from their "guides" who help them cross the borders to those who give them low wages simply because they can and the illegal cannot turn offenders over to proper authorities. I want these illegals to go home and return legally.
LDS Leader’s Arrest puts Spotlight on Immigration Stand
See SLT 30 Apr 2011 http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/politics/51721061-90/according-arrested-awaiting-branch.html.csp
A local Mormon leader is being held in a Utah County jail awaiting deportation after federal authorities arrested him and his family nearly two weeks ago for being in the country illegally.

Felix Callejas, an LDS branch president in Draper, oversaw a congregation of about 100 and was picked up by U.S. Customs and Immigration Enforcement (ICE) agents April 19 after a failed attempt to obtain legal asylum from his native country of El Salvador.

The arrest, made public Friday, thrust The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints into the spotlight on an issue that has become controversial for the 14-million-member faith headquartered in Salt Lake City.

Church officials would not directly answer questions about Callejas on Friday, with spokesman Scott Trotter saying, “This case reminds us all of the need to address immigration reform.” 

Callejas on Friday remained jailed on a no-bail ICE hold in a detention facility in Spanish Fork, but his wife and two children — an 18-year-old daughter and a 19-year-old son — were booked and released and are under ICE supervision. The agency is making arrangements for their removal, ICE spokeswoman Lori Haley said.

But a member of the LDS branch, who asked not to be identified, said Luca Margarita Castillo de Callejas and the two teens were “in hiding and are scared.” The branch member said he considers Callejas a good friend but hasn’t heard from anybody in the immediate family since the arrests.

“We can’t find them anywhere,” the member said. “Facebook, phone — nothing.” But Callejas’ son responded via a Facebook message with a request for privacy.

“I will say that I am grateful for the support that my family, friends and branch members have been giving me and my family and hope this situation gets resolved soon,” Felix Callejas Jr. wrote. “We love this country and the many opportunities we as a family have received during our time here.”

The branch had a sizable Latino population, and the removal of its leader has left it largely rudderless for close to two weeks. It is now being steered by a first counselor. A new branch president is expected to be named Sunday. The branch president, equivalent to an LDS bishop but leading a smaller congregation, oversees everything from the spiritual needs of its members to running meetings.

Haley said Callejas’ wife had been ordered deported by a federal immigration judge in 2008. The rest of the family had been ordered deported in 2009. Haley said all had filed appeals with the Board of Immigration Appeals, which dismissed their cases earlier this month.

The arrest is another high-profile immigration-related case that has put the LDS Church’s stance on display. Debate over immigration has been a divisive one among Mormons, with some siding with church leaders’ in emphasizing compassionate treatment that keeps families together while others insist the faith’s admonition to obey the law of the land should prevail.
Immigration Officials May Deport Mormon Branch President and Family

Deseret News 29 April 2011 DRAPER — A local leader of an LDS Church Spanish-speaking congregation who faces deportation unwittingly finds himself in the sights of Latino activists looking to further their position in the ongoing illegal immigration debate.

Immigrations agents arrested Felix Joaquin Callejas-Hernandez, his wife and two teenage children April 19 and they all now face deportation to their native El Salvador. Callejas served as president of the Eastridge 9th Branch in Draper until his release last week.

Callejas-Hernandez, 53, remains incarcerated in the Utah County Jail. His wife Luca Margarita Castillo de Callejas, 52; son Jose Moroni Callejas-Castillo, 19; and daughter Margarita Concepcion Callejas-Castillo, 18, were allowed to go home April 22, according to jail records. "My understanding is they didn't commit any crimes," said Latino community activist Tony Yapias.

How the family came to be in arrested was not released, but U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement routinely jails people with deportation orders who haven't left the country. An immigration judge ordered Luca Callejas to leave the country in 2008 and the others in 2009, ICE said in a statement. It did not explain the circumstances leading to those orders or how the family initially entered the United States.

A subsequent appeal to the Board of Immigration Appeals was dismissed, according to ICE spokeswoman Lori Haley. ICE, she said, is making arrangements for their return to El Salvador. Yapias, director of Projecto de Latino Utah, alerted the media to the family's situation via email Friday. Cases such as this, he said, are pitting LDS Church members against each other in the illegal immigration debate. "We have to do something about this issue," he said.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints reiterated its support last week for the Utah Compact and a package of illegal immigration bills, including controversial HB116 that the Utah Legislature approved this year. That position raised the hackles of some LDS members.

"Still," said Yapias, "there is much division among right-wing conservative LDS members and many who favored a more compassionate approach to solving our country's immigration problems."
On Friday, LDS Church spokesman Scott Trotter issued a brief statement regarding the situation the Callejas-Hernandez family finds itself in. 

"This case reminds us all of the need to address immigration reform. As we have stated, we believe any solution should include the following three principles: the commandment to 'love thy neighbor,' the importance of keeping families intact and the federal government’s obligation to secure its border." END 
Attempts to reach the Callejas family were unsuccessful. Ron Mortensen, co-founder of the Utah Coalition on Illegal Immigration, questions the church's support of illegal immigration bills that in his estimation condone illegal behavior." Given the support for HB116 and the rest of the package that came out, it does make it look like the church is trying to protect illegal aliens," he said.

It doesn't take long before immigrants who overstay their visas to obtain falsified documents or Social Security numbers, he said. Furthermore, he said the church seems to be ignoring the thousands of identity fraud victims.

"That's where I question what the church is doing on this. It's very difficult not be committing a crime if you're here illegally," said Mortensen, a Mormon and retired foreign service official.

Yapias, also a Mormon, said he understands Callejas-Hernandez has taken his arrest in his stride. "He's not resentful of what happened," he said. "Rather, he was sharing the gospel with other inmates in jail." Deseret News 29 April 2011

Missionary's Arrest Sparks Discussion 

Salt Lake Tribune 25 April 2009 http://www.sltrib.com/News/ci_12223689
The arrest of an undocumented immigrant returning last week from his LDS mission has sparked discussion at the highest levels of the church about how to limit such exposure in the future. 

"With the known realization that those risks exist, then we want to do better, or at least learn more," LDS apostle Jeffrey R. Holland, said Friday during an interview with The Salt Lake Tribune. “We want to be more precise, if we can, about how to help, how to make [a mission] the calmest, most spiritually rewarding experience for everybody." 

Early last week, a missionary was detained at the Cincinnati airport for "lacking necessary documentation to board his flight home," according to Michael Purdy, LDS Church spokesman. 

That triggered fears in the undocumented LDS community in Utah, and already prompted a change in how one Utah missionary returned home. The young man, a Salt Lake Valley resident, completed a mission in Oklahoma and was scheduled to return home two days after church leaders heard of the unrelated arrest in Ohio. The mission president contacted local Utah church leaders, and it was decided the missionary's uncle would drive out to Oklahoma to bring the missionary home, which he did. 

"The travel department of the church has to rethink everything. Things have changed, and they need a whole new policy," said a local church official who was aware of the situation. "With ICE [Immigration and Customs Enforcement] hitting them at the bus terminals and airports, this opens a whole new discussion. I don't know how many undocumented immigrants we have serving missions, but I'm sure this is going to repeat itself." 
LDS Church leaders have had evolving policies on how to keep undocumented missionary’s safe. But this is the first time Holland has heard of a missionary being arrested by immigration officials while serving. 

"There's been an ongoing discussion of this for 15 years. These kinds of incidents, or anything like it, would continue that discussion," said Holland, who is a member of the Missionary Executive Council. "We're always trying to do, always and forever, exactly what's legal, and in the spirit of that be fair to everyone on the religious side, on the spiritual side, to have the spiritual benefits of [serving a mission]." The reason, according to Holland, is simple. "A mission is so fundamental to our blessings." 

The LDS Church has changed its policies about mission calls for undocumented immigrants over time. Previously, they had to return to their country of origin for extended periods of time and then could serve. However, U.S. Sen. Bob Bennett, R-Utah, inserted language into a 2005 agricultural bill that absolves religious organizations of criminal liability for allowing their undocumented members to perform volunteer service, including mission work. 

Church leaders do make certain accommodations for undocumented missionaries, including calling them only to missions within the United States. But leaders acknowledge the missionaries' potential legal jeopardy.  "They go knowing themselves that they're at risk, and nothing in our mission call changes that," Holland said. "They know that, and we know that, and we work within those parameters to have them be constructive, honorable, faithful, spiritual, religious emissaries for that period of service." 

Sending undocumented immigrants on a mission, though, sends a mixed message, with the potential for "tragic" results for missionaries and their families, said Ron Mortensen of the Utah Coalition on Illegal Immigration. "What the church has done is taken care of themselves and left the individual in a terrible position," Mortensen said. "They say 'We'll give you these benefits, but, oh by the way, if something happens to you, sorry.' " 

Charles Kuck, president of the American Immigration Lawyers Association, says this is one more example of why federal immigration reform is needed. "You have kids who just have spent the two most important years in their lives now having to worry about being thrown in jail for not having proper documentation to get on a plane," said Kuck, a Brigham Young University graduate. 

Holland says LDS leaders will continue to have discussions about making sure undocumented missionaries get home safely. “Clearly we do take and always will take a great sense of responsibility for the safety of our missionaries in any part of the world. ... We're not agents of the immigration service and we don't pretend to be, and we also won't break the law. We didn't bring them here. We quite overtly discourage that. END

Note: I presume the returned missionary who was arrested after his mission will be able to serve in Ward and Stake Callings after his mission. If he serves as a faithful Elder’s Quorum President, he could be called onto the High Council or Bishopric. If he serves faithfully in these positions he could be considered as a Bishop or a position in the Stake Presidency. Etc. Where is the line to be drawn? If he is called as an Area Authority Seventy will he then be assisted with his documentation?

Comments on this Article 
1: “I thought the church "raised the bar" for missionary qualifications a few years ago. How is it possible for an illegal alien to be missionary worthy when they are an adult and knowingly in violation of multiple laws? If they had worked prior to the mission they are most likely guilty of one or more felonies related to identity fraud. Shouldn't missionaries be expected to live all of the Gospel principles including being honest and obeying the laws of the land? 
   
I wonder if this will lead to a backlash from citizen members who were deemed unworthy for missionary work for a minor indiscretion, yet the an illegal alien who has committed two or three felonies is welcome to serve? If the church arranges for private transportation for their illegal alien missionaries, does that make them smugglers? I think that would be in violation of SB-81 which prohibits organizations from knowingly transporting illegal aliens. I wonder what would happen if a church-provided van full of illegal alien missionaries gets pulled over or gets in an accident?  Up until now the church has openly denied any accusations that they support illegal aliens, particularly when Lou Dobbs reported on it a couple years ago. Does this signal a new public position that it's now ok to ignore immigration law?”
2: “I thought the 12th article of faith said: "We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and magistrates, in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law." Sending law breakers on missions must be a be a new low.”

3: As a devout Mormon, it seems to me that as a church we are taught to respect and follow the laws of the land! How can one be in good standing with the Church, let alone go on a Mission if he is breaking the law by being in this or any other Country illegally??? The 12th article of faith states: "We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and magistrates, in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law."
   
Now I believe that we should love everyone but that does not excuse people to break our laws and if we truly follow the 12th article of faith then how can someone that is breaking our laws every minute of every day they stay in this Country illegally, be considered in good standing with the Church, much less be deemed worthy of going on a Mission???

4: I'm a Canadian LDS member. I had no idea my church was sending illegal immigrants on missions! That is insane! Absolutely insane! Davis has it right, I think, when asking what happened to raising the bar?
   
How can someone even get a temple recommend when the answer to "Are you honest in your dealings with your fellowmen" must be a resounding NO? They are here in clear and flagrant violation of the law! I have tremendous sympathy for people who come to any developed nation seeking a better life, and am not opposed (in principle) to some kind of amnesty or other way of working things out. But you don't just break the law as it's written because you don't like it.
   
The most jaw-dropping, stunning admission is that rather than fly another illegal immigrant "home" they sent his uncle to pick him up. I'm no lawyer, but doesn't that make the Church some kind of accessory? And your Senator there, inserting language into a bill to render the Church immune from prosecution while leaving the poor missionary exposed to the full penalty of the law... that shows a premeditated **callousness** that I would not have believed my Church to be capable of.
   
I'm stunned. Absolutely stunned! This is the most bald-faced, hypocritical... I cannot believe this is true! But there it is, with Elder Holland coming right out and admitting it. Wow. WOW! 

There are going to be a LOT of conversations in my extended family about this. I don't know what to think. Providing illegals with sanctuary, money for clothes, food and shelter... that seems to be something you could understand a church doing. But sending them on missions? Helping them dodge immigration officers? It just seems so.... exploitative.
   
6: Is it just me or did the Church just admit to aiding and abetting illegal activity. Facilitating the transportation of a person in the country illegally across state lines? Wow I've heard it all now. The illegal immigration debate sure picks strange bedfellows. Who to support the church who profits from the status quo on illegal immigration or the country who is being damaged by illegal immigration. 

7. However, my point is you can't have an organization that proudly touts their allegiance to the law, their coveted manacle on truth, their requirement for members to be "honest in all their dealings" and then subject illegal immigrants to the possibility of arrest, imprisonment and deportation, all so they can cram one more body in the MTC to expand their operations. 
   
I believe we need a new and more compassionate approach to immigration and I am not one to want to toss people out or to cast them as criminals when what they want for themselves and their families is what we enjoy and take for granted every day. But the church is another matter - they have the means to offer support and hope and help in securing the documents necessary to legally immigrate, but circumvent this process in order to march a few more kids through the MTC. 
   
Their message is convoluted enough without repudiating the values they espouse that good Mormons pay good money to learn, by acting in conflict with their own requirements of membership, including obeying the laws of the land. This is not an illegal immigration issue. This is a lying for the Lord issue.

8: There was a family of illegals in my ward growing up. When the boys got older, they were specifically sent to stateside missions to avoid the border issue. Yep, this has been going on for decades now. Nothing new here, just finally getting the spotlight. It's about time. And yes, they are aiding and abetting law breakers. The church is aware of their legal status, but since they don't want to give up on one more person who's actually willing to give up 2 prime years of their life, they'll take what they can get.

9: "The arrest of an undocumented immigrant returning last week from his LDS mission has sparked discussion at the highest levels of the church about how to LIMIT SUCH EXPOSURE IN THE FUTURE." 
   
 "With the known realization that those risks exist, then we want to do better, or at least learn more," LDS apostle Jeffrey R. Holland, said Friday during an interview with The Salt Lake Tribune. "We want to be more precise, if we can, about how to help, how to make [a mission] the calmest, most spiritually rewarding experience for everybody." 

This is not a quote by a priesthood leader shocked to find out about illegal activity. This is a quote about ways to LIMIT EXPOSURE, ways to better and more effectively break the law without getting caught. Wow. I wonder how the PR firm will "spin" this one, and I wonder how many faithful will simply ignore this insult too, and go about their business with nary a concern.

10: It is my understanding that the LDS church disfellowships or excommunicate’s members found guilty of criminal offenses, except when it comes to illegal immigration apparently. In fact, I know of several instances when Bishops or Stake Presidents have phoned up the local immigration offices, attempting to secure releases for their ward members who were arrested for immigration violations. Their church leadership positions meant nothing to the non-member ICE agents who proceeded with the deportation effort.

11: And I have every sympathy for the illegal immigrants themselves. If I grew up in a country where my children were at risk of starvation, indentured servitude, whatever, I would do anything and everything in my power to secure a better life for them, up to and including breaking immigration laws to get into the U.S., Canada, France, Denmark or wherever.
   
But while I agree the laws should be amended, as they stand folks are here illegally. As I said before, I can fully support the idea of any church -- including my own -- giving food, shelter, and even sanctuary (though I'm pretty sure we don't do 'sanctuary' in the LDS church) to illegals. The thing is, when a church does that, they put themselves at risk to help the helpless and downtrodden. They're in effect standing between the illegal immigrant and the law, showing by their actions that they value a greater Law more highly. I can respect that.
   
The difference here, though, is that my Church seems not to be sharing the risk. The benefits are shared (I fully recognize the value to the individual of a mission, having served one myself) but serving a mission increases the risk of negative consequences for the individual. yet the Church itself is shielded by law. And they only started sending illegals out as missionaries, according to this article, once Senator Bennett's 2005 rider made it into law. So as soon as the Church is protected, it sends illegals on missions even though they're here in violation of the law of the land, and actually assists them in evading immigration officials?
   
Again, the double-standard on honesty in one's dealings just staggers me. I can understand not actively turning them over to the authorities, but again, how do they get a temple recommend in the first place? Can I now cheat on my taxes and go to the temple? It amounts to the same thing. Yes, this is a very unpleasant surprise.

12: From the Church: "With ICE [Immigration and Customs Enforcement] hitting them at the bus terminals and airports, this opens a whole new discussion. I don't know how many undocumented immigrants we have serving missions, but I'm sure this is going to repeat itself." The Church has not quantified how many "undocumented missionaries" it has out on the field or preparing to go. But it does know that they are undocumented, in other words, they are people willing to serve but whose presence in the country is a violation of federal law and or a misdemeanour depending on their individual circumstances. The fact is, sending illegal immigrants on missions is still wrong and it goes against the core values of the Church. There is no justification for breaking the law and going on a mission even if you're a citizen. 
Not to mention the fact that these undocumented missionaries are representing the Church, Mormons and the Savior. (Theologically anyway). This is a problem that should not exist. But it does and the practice must stop lest we become hypocrites at the administrative level and mock a sacred calling and the Priesthood. There is nothing sacred about something illegal. The two don't go together. Keeping them in the country to avoid detection is also morally wrong. Those who embark in the service of the Lord should be honest in all their dealings before they can exercise the Priesthood and teach people about honesty and integrity or interview people about repentance. The shock here is the admission by the Church itself that it does, in fact, practice sending illegal immigrants on missions. That's blatant disregard for the law that these illegals immigrants are violating, unless they served in their own countries of origin, as they should. Read Nelson's talk about people helping the Church in their own homelands, especially if they're here illegally. Furthermore, the Church KNOWS that these illegal immigrants are in such violation that they cannot obtain visas.

13: Frankly, this article caught me off guard too - and thought I have no idea the implications, I do hope it might inspire members to be more involved and vocal about how they want their own church run. I know that is asking a lot given the hierarchal nature of the church and its commitment to silencing any kind of protest by members by threatening them with excommunication, even when the questioning is driven by pure motives and intentions. 
   
I imagine though this will pass over quickly and the church will re-engage in more diverse ways to manage the "illegal missionary" problem - all the while acting as if this is all above board and legal (which it is technically - thank goodness for agriculture) while putting typically poor and young members at risk. 
   
The final straw was the box at the end of the article when Holland boasts that they warn missionaries of their precarious position, as if they have nothing to do with putting them there! It is a stunning revelation and not the good kind! 

14: "And your Senator there, inserting language into a bill to render the Church immune from prosecution while leaving the poor missionary exposed to the full penalty of the law... that shows a premeditated **callousness** that I would not have believed my Church to be capable of."

15: The only way to get a better life for your family is to do things right, and follow the law. Be willing to stand in line, even if it takes years. People from all over the world want to come here, and we must give everyone an equal chance. Coming here under a lie, using others identities and breaking the law is the wrong way to help your family. It's irresponsible and could result in dividing families and breaking them up. It's not the law that destroys families it's breaking the law that does. I'm shocked at this article and the implications of a religious institution encouraging others to break the law. Shelter and food are one thing, this goes too far and violates intent.

16: The Articles of Faith # 12 "We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and magistrates, in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law." So, as a somewhat active Mormon, how do I know which laws it's OK to follow and which ones it's OK to break? This is getting really confusing.

17: But as for illegal immigrants, I feel that they should not be allowed to serve missions. The church teaches that we are to obey the law of the land. If that is the case and someone is here illegally then they are not worthy to be a missionary or receive a temple recommend. Secondly, the church should not allow illegal immigrants to be baptized. Again, the church teaches that the members are to follow the laws of the land. Baptism is about repentance if one is breaking the commandment and continues after baptism to break the commandment they have not truly repented.

18:  The idea of the LDS church condoning, much less encouraging people who have broken a Federal law to go on a MISSION, ostensibly representing both the LDS church AND Christ, baffles me for so many reasons and on so many levels!! I echo those who question how this policy could possibly square with the intention a few years ago of "raising the bar" of qualification for those wishing to server a mission. If this isn't a prime example of trying to have one foot on the boat with the other on land, I can't think of any better. To the leaders of the LDS church I can only say that the logical foundation for the explanations I've read so far look a LOT more sandy than any Christ would want you to build a defense on. In fact, there isn't a firm foundation for ANY defense of this policy. You'd better raise the qualifying bar higher to include restricting those who are breaking FEDERAL law.

20: I do hope the Brethren do more than close up a few loopholes in the travel policy as the "local church official" said. There is a gaping ethical hole in the church policy on illegal aliens in general and missionaries specifically. We, the faithful members, are watching. Do the right thing.
21: Just to be clear about the 2005 Bob Bennett bill, it did NOT make it legal for an illegal alien to serve a mission. All it did was absolve the church of the culpability of aiding and abetting. And it was a fine piece of legislation, narrowly focused to religious workers, paid or unpaid, who had been in the church for at least a year. Bennett sold out, the church accepted the gift, and the illegal alien is on his own. I hope the Brethren see this as the situational ethics it is and change their policy. They would also do well to preach from the pulpit that people here illegally need to get right with the law and go home. No one is expecting them to be Immigration cops, but it is clear they have been harboring known illegals. Such behavior is contrary to the teachings of the church.

22: Is there some reason these undocumented aliens can't serve their mission in their home country? The church should know better be beware that KNOWNINGLY keeping these aliens in the US to do their mission because they are ILLEGALLY in the US...is AIDING and ABETTING the commission of a crime 8 USC 1324. Not only is the alien in violation, but so is ANYONE who knew, assisted, transported, or facilitated that ILLEGAL ALIEN/MISSIONARY'S presence in the US. You think you are above the law...that is until you get caught. Of course, you can always join up with the Presbyterians and Baptist who run the seditious sanctuary movement for illegals. So, the question comes to this "Does the LDS church have the moral integrity to stand up FOR the laws of the country that has given them the blessings they have to flourish, or is breaking the law a policy to be followed?" Interested in the response- Apostles.
23: Gee, if you really want them to have the blessing of a mission, send them home where they can be called LEGALLY from their own country. How hard is that? You used to do it that way. Heck, I'd even be in favor of old Bob Bennett floating a bill giving them safe passage home after a criminal background check. Sorry brethren, you're off base in this one. And I personally told you so over a year ago.
24: Sorry, Elder Holland, calling missionaries when you KNOW they are here illegally does not square with your comment "We're always trying to do, always and forever, exactly what's legal..."
25: I agree with most of what is being said here. Why are we allowing illegals to hold temple recommends? I believe honoring and upholding the laws applies to all, not just to those for whom it is convenient. I too am shocked to find out the Church is allowing "law breakers" to serve missions. I know it is not easy to become a citizen, but things that are important and worthwhile seldom are easy. We need to expect more from our members. They need to be legal and should be counseled on all levels to make that happen. I hope the officials in Salt Lake get wind of how we feel about this. If the law is good, it is good for all and should be expected to be followed by all.
26: The Lord has said that He “cannot look upon sin with the least degree of allowance” (Doctrine and Covenants 1:31). Sin results in the withdrawal of the Holy Spirit. Sin dulls the conscience and makes repentance difficult, because sin causes people to substitute rationalizations for godly regret. It makes the one who sins unable to dwell in the presence of Heavenly Father, for “no unclean thing can dwell with God” (1 Nephi 10:21). The church shows its hypocrisy when it puts one man above another for gain.

27: It seems like I heard a general authority tell a story once about a boy playing with a snake. It was a friendly snake that eventually bit the boy. The punchline was: "You knew what I was when you picked me up." Well, brethren?
29: If the church was really concerned for the missionary, it would seek and obtain an R-1 Visa (church volunteer work visa) for the missionary, allowing them to proselyte within the states with legal permission. Instead they choose (through Bennett) to protect themselves from prosecution if caught, but the missionary is still exposed to deportation...... Technically, anytime a missionary companionship gets into a car, the companion is guilty of transporting illegal aliens. Since missionaries are directly "employed" by the church, I don't know if the Bennett exemption would protect the companion. I'm not sure if I would want my child to be companions with an illegal alien and put into legal jeopardy. Someone in Salt Lake really isn't thinking this policy through very well.

30:  As a fellow LDS, I can't understand how you can justify the past actions of church authorities in dealing with illegal immigrants. I do not believe that Zion can be built on a foundation of anarchy. The current policy can NOT stand. I sincerely hope that Elder Holland cleans this up and all Mormons obey the laws of the land. This is not about your testimony or your personal religious beliefs. This is about the law. And the law applies to everyone. The laws are the rules we live by, they preserve our peace and our liberties. They are the common ground that Americans stand united on. 
   
Even those who engage in resistance in the spirit of Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr. fully expect the law to be enforced. In fact, they count on it. They believe that enforcing an unjust law so diminishes the enforcer that he eventually concedes the unjustness of the law and agrees to change it.  But in no case, would even Gandhi or Martin Luther King suggest that the law was something to be ignored or circumvented. Because it is law which protects us all. If the Church feels that immigration laws are unjust, then it would certainly be a moral issue to speak out on. But to circumvent the law or assist, condone and aid others in doing so, is a violation of the social contract we all enjoy. 
31: After enduring their two-year mission, what an inconvenience for them to have to worry about being arrested because they've been in the country illegally. And the Church helps out by shuffling them around and helps hide them by only sending them on missions within the U.S. so they have less chance of getting caught?

32: Not sure when the LDS Church changed its policy, but it used to not allow missionaries to baptize illegal immigrants in the US. I think that changed in the early 1990's from what I heard though.

33: In case you don't know about immigration and naturalization as it relates to this issue, here is a brief primer:
   
   1. Unless someone is born in the US, he/she is not a citizen "automatically."
   
   2. In order to earn citizenship (yes, EARN--not jump the fence, cut in line, or anything else), a person must qualify and apply for a green card, and then naturalize and be sworn in. "This can take years, and sometimes decades. "There are millions of people who apply and legally go through the process.
   
   2. "There are temporary visas that can be obtained for the purpose of traveling to the US, studying at an accredited school in the US, performing with an artistic group, etc.
   
   3. Some non-citizens are eligible for refugee status and other permanent or non-permanent visas that allow them on the path to citizenship. These are usually folks from horrendous, war-torn circumstances (i.e., not just folks from a comparatively wealthy country like Mexico, for instance).
   
   4. Someone is considered "undocumented" if they overstay a temporary visa, jump the fence, or otherwise cheat the system by not going through the proper processes, paying the fees, and waiting in line like millions of honest people do every year.
35: Let me create a scenario for discussion: 17 years ago Mike (then age 2,) his mother and father arrived in the US. The US Embassy in their country granted them tourist visas to visit their uncle who lives in Chicago. But, rather than return to their country when the visa validity expires, the family decides to stay in Chicago. When Mike is 5 years old, the Mormon missionaries knock on the family’s door. After receiving “the discussions”, they join the Mormon Church. Mike watches as his mother and father are baptized by that nice young man from Provo, Utah. Mike starts to attend the children's class in their new church where he learns to sing the song: “I hope they call me on a mission”. On his 8th birthday, Mike, just like the other children in his class is baptized. When he turns 12, Mike becomes a deacon and continues through the program for young men where he is consistently taught about his duty to go on a mission. Today, Mike turns 19 and is anxious to serve a mission just like the other boys in his quorum. His parents, for the first time, tell him they are not legally living in America.
   1) What should Mike do?
   2) What should his parents do?
   3) What should his Bishop do?
   4) Would your answers be different if Mike’s name is Miguel?

1: What should Mike do?  The right thing! Go back home and apply for entry. If that's not possible, serve his mission when he's older and has married a citizen. 
   
 2: What should his parents do?  Return to their country, take Mike with them and have him serve his mission there. Then apply to return to the U.S. the legal way. That's the price they pay for covering up their violation of the law for so long.
   
 3: What should his Bishop do? Ask them to abide by the laws of the land and return home and reapply. Or, refer them to an immigration lawyer.

 4:  Would your answers be different if Mike’s name is Miguel? No.

There are no excuses. If you cover up or rationalize one wrongdoing, you create coverups and a series of lies. That's exactly what the Church is facing right now: sending illegal immigrants on missions is a continuation of wrongdoing that may have started when Mike was 2.”
37: "If this is true why call illegal immigrants on missions in America when they could be modern day pioneers in their country of origin. I just wish the church would be consistent and truthful."
   
 "Undocumented missionaries" - I love these words - usually have family ties here. If they were sent to their home countries, they might not be able to return to Utah or wherever they live in the U.S. Why?
   
   1. Visa already expired and non-renewable
   2. Illegal entry (misdemeanour)
   3. Illegal re-entry is a felony
   
Families and would-be missionaries would be scared to go back to their home countries knowing very well they wouldn't be able to return, legally.  Since smuggling them back in would be illegal, it's a lot easier to have them serve missions in the U.S. as long as ICE doesn't catch them. The problem with using illegals to recruit other illegals into the faith - it would be good to know the number of undocumented missionaries and the number of illegals being brought into the Church - is that it provides a religious sanctuary that operates outside the law. If the Church is OK with that, scratch off Articles Of Faith #12 and dozens of passages in the Book Of Mormon and Doctrine & Covenants which deal specifically with followers having to obey the laws of God and the laws of the land.  
38: One other related issue — the Church, in ‘raising the bar’ on missionary service, has not only set higher moral standards and qualifications, they appear to have become a bit more stringent regarding physical and psychological issues. In so doing, they are prohibiting from missionary service young men and women who are fully qualified from a moral and spiritual sense but have impediments or problems that the Church feels should not be dealt with on a full-time mission. 

To quote from Elder L. Tom Perry in General Conferences a few years ago:

“The bar was raised by the leaders of the Church, and now the minimum standard for participating in missionary work is absolute moral worthiness; physical health and strength; intellectual, social, and emotional development. In every high-jumping competition there is a minimum height at which the competition starts. The high jumper cannot ask to start at a lower height. In the same way, you should not expect the standards to be lowered to allow you to serve a mission. If you want to be a missionary, you must be able to clear the minimum standards.” My question is: why wouldn’t legal standards apply as well?
39: My concern is entirely about the legal impact on the Church as an institution, somewhat here in the US, but particularly in other countries. For the past 40+ years, the Church has managed to get itself into a growing number of countries specifically by pointing out the 12th Article of Faith and D&C 58:21 to those governments. This is why, for example, the Church was able to build, dedicate, and operate a temple in East Germany while it was still part of the Soviet Union. I suspect it is likewise why the Church can still operate a mission and a temple in Hong Kong since Hong Kong was handed back over to the People’s Republic of China. It remains a major factor in gaining official (or unofficial) recognition in countries where the Church has not previously been allowed. To the extent that this practice of having missionaries serve in the United States who are not here legally becomes widely known, that could jeopardize the work in many other areas of the world.

Immigration Arrest of Missionary puts Focus on LDS Policy SLB 1 May 2009

“Jose Calzadillas spent two years serving his faith as a Mormon missionary. He worked with the Spanish-speaking community in Ohio, spreading the word about the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and doing volunteer work on his days off. Those who knew him in the mission field describe him as kind and hardworking. 

When he had completed his two years, he attempted to board a plane at the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport, only to be detained by Customs and Border Patrol officials for having improper documentation. He had a hearing on April 22 in front of the Chicago Immigration Court and was released from custody, with a follow-up hearing scheduled Aug. 27. 

The 24-year-old's arrest has sparked discussion among LDS faithful across the country, and many say now is the time for the church to take a stance on federal immigration reform. 
The LDS Church publicly has supported in-state tuition for children of undocumented immigrants and pleaded for a compassionate approach when the Utah Legislature was debating its 2008 comprehensive immigration bill, SB81. The Salt Lake City-based church has taken a don't-ask, don't tell position on membership for undocumented residents. And it supported a 2005 federal law amendment that gives churches legal immunity for having undocumented immigrants do volunteer service, including serving missions. 
"We do want to be as responsible, as helpful, and certainly always as legal as the church must be to make sure they can give their service, which the law provides, have a religious experience, and feel like they're doing good," LDS apostle Jeffrey R. Holland said in an interview with The Salt Lake Tribune last week. "We're not agents of the immigration service and we don't pretend to be, and we also won't break the law." 

But church leaders have taken no overall stance on federal immigration law. "The church does not have an official position on immigration policy, but encourages compassion in dealing with the complexities of immigration issues," said spokesman Michael Purdy. "The blessings of the church are available to anyone who qualifies for membership and accepts the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The church will continue to focus on the spiritual well-being of its members while complying with the law. Immigration status is an issue left to each individual and the corresponding government authorities." 
Without a clear-cut directive from church leaders, the LDS community in Utah and worldwide is increasingly fractured and the arrest of Calzadillas has intensified that schism. 

"There are those who feel threatened by immigration and those who are connected to it and end up having to be sensitive. Both are confused, both are extremely frustrated and take it out on each other rather than asking the church to see what decision is it making," said Ignacio M. Garcia, a history professor at LDS-Church-owned Brigham Young University. "A lot of people are trying to find a way to bridge by faith what is a very difficult issue." 

Garcia, though he personally hopes the church comes down on the side of compassion, says a firm stand on federal immigration law -- one way or the other -- is what is needed. "There's a cost on coming down on either side, and I think the church knows that. But if you get past that, then we move on," he said. "If not, then we continue to be divisive." 

Some LDS members are seriously questioning their faith as the church continues to recognize undocumented immigrants as worthy of baptism, temple entrance and missionary work while one of the faith's founding principles is to obey all laws, said Eli Cawley, chairman of the anti-illegal immigration Utah Minuteman Project. "The risk that the church runs by supporting illegal aliens is the risk of alienating their own white membership," Cawley said. 
Michael Clara, who serves on the High Council for his LDS stake on the west side of Salt Lake City, says the church has taken a clear stance on state immigration legislation and its overall attitude on the issue is self-evident. "Even if they didn't weigh in [on federal immigration reform], we don't need the church to say we need to practice Christian values," Clara said. "There is no scripture saying we have to check immigration status to make the determination to love our neighbours." 

Comments on this article

1: As Coach Bronco Mendenhall put it once, "rules are rules." How did the Elder get a Temple Recommend and pass all his interviews knowing he was breaking the law by being in the country illegally?

2: So, the Church doesn't break the law, they just get around it by not asking, HMMMM interesting!

3. Our immigration laws were designed with a purpose in mind. They realize our countries poor have a hard-enough time as it is without having to compete in the labor market with foreign illegal workers. This is a very compassionate law. Our poor need the protection from the businesses who would hire people in the country illegally for a lower meagre salary. Enough is enough, the country needs to stand up and defend the ability of American poor of ALL races to make a living without competition from illegal workers.
4: Joseph and Mary, Christ's parents obeyed the Immigration Laws of the time. They went back to Bethlehem on a very hard journey while Mary the Mother of God was still pregnant carrying baby Jesus in her womb. They stopped at all border check points and obeyed all laws. We should follow the Holy Families examples and obey the law.

5: If you are in this country illegally, you are a liar. it is impossible to get a job without either lying about your status or stealing someone's identity...The LDS church has a blind-spot on this issue a mile wide...the few "honorable" illegals who sneak into the country are far outnumbered by the criminals, gang members and drug runners...
 6: The article is incorrect. The church has a policy on immigration, they just don't follow it. Below is a statement by President Hinckley (then a counselor in the First Presidency) at April Conference in 1990:
"Occasionally, we receive letters from those who openly advocate opposition to the payment of taxes, complaining that their bishops and stake presidents will not give them temple recommends because of their activities. Through the years of the history of this work, there have been occasions when the Church and its members have come up against the law of the land. In such times, we have taken a stand in the courts. In those instances where the courts have ruled against us, although the ruling was difficult to bear, we have accepted it and conformed to it. Obedience to law, when that law has been declared constitutional, is incumbent upon the Latter-day Saints and therefore becomes a standard of eligibility to enter the temples of the Church." These mission calls are issued to people who openly violate the constitutional laws. The church is protected, thanks to Bob Bennett in 2005, but the missionaries are not. Call the law wrong, call it inhumane, call it unfair. BUT IT IS STILL THE LAW.  

7: A firm policy of making sure their Missionaries and members have the legal paperwork needed is a simple thing to implement. Support the kid fully and make sure stupidity like this does not happen again. Other sources report he had an expired Visa. Why was this not taken care of on the Mission level? With all the Church attorneys can't you find even one who is competent enough to make sure stupidity like this does not happen. Is no one smart enough to keep track of expiration/renewal dates on a calendar? Letting this happen to this young man is a FAILURE in Leadership. If LDS members/missionaries are in the US illegally, do the paperwork needed to make them legal even if it means sending them home for a year or more first. Preach honesty, not lying to the government while playing word games with LDS Leadership supplying the script.

Elder Holland, you and the rest don't EVER give a sermon on honesty. We see what you are made of here and it is clear you do not know the meaning of the word. "Do as I say, not as I do" is the message you are sending loud and clear.

8: The LDS Church clearly knows which of its missionaries are in the United States illegally otherwise how could it ensure that illegal aliens are only assigned to missions in the United States? 
    
From an earlier Tribune article: QUOTE: Church leaders do make certain accommodations for undocumented missionaries, including calling them only to missions within the United States. But leaders acknowledge the missionaries' potential legal jeopardy. "They go knowing themselves that they're at risk, and nothing in our mission call changes that," Holland said. "They know that, and we know that....” END QUOTE.
   
The Church doesn’t send illegal aliens on foreign missions because the illegal alien missionaries would be barred from returning legally to the United States for ten years since they had previously resided illegally in the United States. In that case, the only alternatives left to the Church would be to leave the missionaries in their home countries or to try to smuggle them back in to the United States but this is not covered by Bennett’s grant of immunity. Also, according to the earlier Tribune article, the Church is arranging to bring illegal alien missionaries home from missions by some means other than air travel. If Church officials don’t know who the illegal alien missionaries are, how do they know which ones to keep off of airplanes? Will the Church only allow illegal alien missionaries who have committed document fraud (a felony) in order to obtain a high quality fake drivers license, phony “green card” or a forged U.S. passport to travel on planes?
   
Finally, if the Church isn’t knowingly sending illegal aliens on missions, why did it have Senator Bennett amend United States immigration laws to grant it amnesty from prosecution?
 9: Don't ask don't tell?  I've heard that somewhere before. By allowing illegals to go on a mission in the states, is it encouraging people to break the law? Bennett may have protected the Church from man's prosecution, but the Church leaders that established this policy will have to live with the fact that they are encouraging a person to break the law.

10:  Even if as you assert, it is not the job of religious institutions to play border patrol, it is also not the job of the LDS church to get a United States Senator to exempt religious organizations from immigration law so it can knowingly call, harbor, lodge, financially assist and transport illegal alien missionaries. But that is exactly what the Church did rather than working to change the immigration laws so illegal alien members could regularize their status and then legally serve missions. Where is the morality in this?
   
In addition, how many of these illegal alien missionaries have unlawfully held jobs in order to earn money for their missions? How many of their parents, who are illegally in the U.S., are working unlawfully to help finance their children’s missions? How many of the missionaries and/or parents have committed the felonies of document fraud, perjury on I-9 forms and identity theft in order to get jobs to earn money to finance missions? Is it moral for them to do this? Is it moral for the Church to accept money earned by committing serious felonies that have real victims? Is it moral for the Church to call young people on missions who have committed serious felonies? Let’s face it. The Church is sending a message that it is o.k. to violate the law over and over again if it is done for the right reason.

11: It is definitely possible to question your faith over this issue. In my current Ward, we've had 3 members of the church completely resign their memberships as a result of this issue fracturing their faith and making them open to learning about problems with church history.
   
There definitely seems to be a schism between conservative members who believe in being absolutely law-abiding and those use compassion to justify their support of bending/breaking laws. It seems to carry forward into other areas as well. The same people who advocate for illegals seem to be justifying their choices to hire illegals, deliberately speed, downloading music, violating software license by installing programs on more than one computer, etc... It's almost as if some of these members are doing a risk analysis before deciding that a particular rule or law is worth obeying. If the law isn't enforced, or the penalties are light, it's OK to break it.

12: The defenders of our current immigration policy can't seem to distinguish between illegal and legal immigration. Yesterday there was a wonderful story about Asian refugees and migrants using the community gardens. These people have come to America the legal way and are trying to improve their lives as well and establish roots for their family here in America. Their legal status does not allow them to be easily exploited for personal gain by business groups. Stories such as this are used as cover by those who have a vested monetary gain from an illegal worker pool. Please don't allow the two very different issues to blend into one. Legal immigration is a just fair policy that helps people from all over the world come to America to better their lives. The current status quo on illegal immigration simply caters to big business, church and Latino groups to the determent of Americas poor and makes it harder for candidates from all over the world to immigrate here.

13: I am from a mixed-race home and consider myself faithful and liberal. However, I do not like the church breaking one of its cardinal rules. What's next preaching that the 10 C's are just guidelines? Elder Holland said, "certainly always as legal as the church must be . . ." Sounds a lot like only doing the minimum to get what we want. I have respected E. Holland, but this is too much. This missionary and the Elder in OK broke the law of the land and therefore could not have been worthy for Temple recommends. By LDS standards they should be damned for entering the house of the Lord unworthily and the Church knew about it.  If we are not to obey the laws of the land perhaps they should revise the Articles of Faith. "We believe in only obeying those laws that are convenient for the Church".
14: I had a mission companion that was in the US on a student visa. She was worried no end that when she left the mission to go back to school (at BYU) she would get caught by la migra. She was losing her hair and not eating and hardly sleeping, she was so worried. I didn't quite think it was right that I was teaching and baptizing illegal immigrants into the church, with a companion who was also illegal. But we were told that since we were doing the work of the lord then everything would be fine. The leaders knew about the lies and the deception.
   
15: I feel sorry for the missionary. He was just following the church. For years the Brethren have been casual about immigration laws, and made arrangements for missionaries to serve in the US. He trusted the church, and ended up in a detention center. The policy five years ago was a decent balance. The church wasn't playing immigration police and they weren't thumbing their noses at the law. It said...we love you, we want you to serve, go home and apply for a mission there. That still leaves a gaping ethical hole for leaders and temple recommend holders, but the church isn't in the news for Elders being picked up by "la migra."
The Law of the Land and Church Policy on Illegal Immigrants
What is the policy of the Church in respect of its members being obedient to the Law of the Land on immigration?

What is the standing of illegal Immigrants in the Church? 

Should the Church continue its policy of providing illegal immigrants with Temple Recommends?

How should the Church stand by baptized Illegal Immigrants to assist them in their need?

What does the Doctrine and Covenants teach in respect of obedience to the Law of the Land? 
A Question of Confidence in the Policy of the Leadership of the Church 
It is vitally important that members of the church have confidence their leaders at all times. Having studied the comments of members of the church in the various blogs connected to articles on this subject it becomes apparent that members generally are lacking confidence in the present policy of the leadership on this issue. This is never a healthy situation because the scriptures state that it is important that the leaders of the church are “upheld by the confidence, faith and prayer of the church” (D&C 107:22). 
Are Church leaders fully sustaining the constitutional law of the land in attitude and policy?

Are they teaching a clear policy on this issue that is understood and sustained by members of the church generally?

The following comment by a member of the church is typical of the frustration felt:

“I have been following this discussion quite closely and enjoy seeing the debate and different points of view. Getting back to the issue at hand, it is not about hate, it is not about discrimination, it is not even about members judging each other. It is about a contradiction that exists in the church with current policy on one side and the words of prophets regarding obedience to the law on the other. My understanding is that the church does not see these people as having broken the law and will not officially call them illegal, they are simply undocumented. The perception is that the church does not even acknowledge the law that is being broken which seems awkwardly opposed to scripture. Breaking the law is a sin that can be forgiven (like most others) after a private discussion with a priesthood leader which usually involves confession and forsaking. This is not a member’s call to make but it would be nice if some formal direction could be handed down to Bishops especially when we are asking members about personal honesty.” End of Quote
As one blogger put it: “Joseph and Mary, Christ's parents obeyed the Immigration Laws of the time. They went back to Bethlehem on a very hard journey while Mary the Mother of God was still pregnant carrying baby Jesus in her womb. They stopped at all border check points and obeyed all laws. We should follow the Holy Families examples and obey the law.”
The Saviour during his ministry acknowledged the need to obey the law of the land: “Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s;” Matt 22:21
The Scriptural Injunction to Obey the Law of the Land

The Lord has given specific guidance to His people in this generation concerning the law of the land in which they live:
D&C 58:21-22: “Let no man break the laws of the land, for he that keepeth the laws of God hath no need to break the laws of the land. Wherefore, be subject to the powers that be, until he reigns whose right it is to reign, and subdues all enemies under his feet. 

Articles of Faith 12: “We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and magistrates, in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law.”
D&C 98:4-6: “And now, verily I say unto you concerning the laws of the land, it is my will that my people should observe to do all things whatsoever I command them. And that Law of the land which is constitutional, supporting that principle of freedom in maintaining rights and privileges, belongs to all mankind, and is justifiable before me. Therefore, I, the Lord, justify you, and your brethren of my church, in befriending that Law which is the constitutional Law of the land.”
Statements by Leaders of the Church on Keeping the Law of the Land

Nathan E Tanner First Counselor in the First Presidency General Conference Oct 1975

“Our Twelfth Article of Faith [A of F 1:12] states: “We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and magistrates, in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law.” 

It is most important that all citizens be informed in matters of government; that they know and understand the laws of the land; and that they take an active part wherever possible in choosing and electing honest and wise men to administer the affairs of government. 

There are many who question the constitutionality of certain acts passed by their respective governments, even though such laws have been established by the highest courts in the land as being constitutional, and they feel to defy and disobey the law. Abraham Lincoln once observed: “Bad laws, if they exist, should be repealed as soon as possible; still, while they continue in force, they should be religiously observed.” This is the attitude of the Church in regard to law observance. We agree with the author of the following statement: 
“In reality the man who defies or flouts the law is like the proverbial fool who saws away the plank on which he sits, and a disrespect or disregard for law is always the first sign of a disintegrating society. Respect for law is the most fundamental of all social virtues, for the alternative to the rule of law is that of violence and anarchy.” (Case and Comment, March/April issue, 1965, p. 20) 

There is no reason or justification for men to disregard or break the law or try to take it into their own hands. Christ gave us the great example of a law-abiding citizen when the Pharisees, trying to entangle him, as the scriptures say, asked him if it were lawful to give tribute money unto Caesar. After asking whose inscription was on the tribute money, and their acknowledgment that it was Caesar’s, he said: “Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s.” (Matt. 22:21.) It is the duty of citizens of any country to remember that they have individual responsibilities, and that they must operate within the law of the country in which they have chosen to live. 
Elder L. Tom Perry of the Twelve Apostles General Conference Nov 1987

“After all, we declare in the twelfth article of faith, “We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and magistrates, in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law.” [A of F 1:12] We find that this counsel is continually needed in the Church today. All members of the Church should be committed to obeying and honoring the laws of the land in which they live. We should be exemplary in our obedience to the governments that govern us. The Church, to be of service to the nations of the world, must be a wholesome influence in the lives of individuals who embrace it, in temporal as well as spiritual affairs.

In Matthew, the twenty-second chapter, we recall the account of the Pharisees attempting to entangle the Savior in the conflict they perceived in His teachings between Church and state:

“Tell us therefore, what thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, ‘Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? Shew me the tribute money.’ And they brought unto him a penny. And He saith unto them, ‘Whose is this image and superscription?’ They said unto him, Caesar’s. Then saith he unto them, ‘Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s’” (Matt. 22:17–21).

Continuing after the Saviour’s ministry, the Apostles urged the Saints to be orderly and law-abiding. Writing to Titus, Paul declared, “Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work” (Titus 3:1).

As Church members, we live under the banner of many different flags. How important it is that we understand our place and our position in the lands in which we live! We should be familiar with the history, heritage, and laws of the lands that govern us. In those countries that allow us the right to participate in the affairs of government, we should use our free agency and be actively engaged in supporting and defending the principles of truth, right, and freedom.”

President Gordon B. Hinckley of the First Presidency General Conference April 1990:

"Occasionally, we receive letters from those who openly advocate opposition to the payment of taxes, complaining that their bishops and stake presidents will not give them temple recommends because of their activities. Through the years of the history of this work, there have been occasions when the Church and its members have come up against the law of the land. In such times, we have taken a stand in the courts. In those instances where the courts have ruled against us, although the ruling was difficult to bear, we have accepted it and conformed to it. Obedience to law, when that law has been declared constitutional, is incumbent upon the Latter-day Saints and therefore becomes a standard of eligibility to enter the temples of the Church."
What is the Law of the United States concerning Illegal Immigration? (2011)
Taken from the American Patrol Reference Archivehttp://www.americanpatrol.com/REFERENCE/isacrime.html
Under Title 8 Section 1325 of the U.S. Code, "Improper Entry by Alien," any citizen of any country other than the United States who:

· Enters or attempts to enter the United States at any time or place other than as designated by immigration officers; or 

· Eludes examination or inspection by immigration officers; or 

· Attempts to enter or obtains entry to the United States by a wilfully false or misleading representation or the wilful concealment of a material fact; 
            Has committed a Federal crime
Violations are punishable by criminal fines and imprisonment for up to six months. Repeat offenses can bring up to two years in prison. Additional civil fines may be imposed at the discretion of immigration judges, but civil fines do not negate the criminal sanctions or nature of the offense.
US Laws declare it is Illegal to Aid or Abet Illegal Immigrants
It is unlawful for anyone to aid or assist aliens to enter the United States. Penalty: (fined under title 18, United States Code, or imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both. (Sec 277 8 U.S.C. 1327)
It is Illegal to Harbor Illegal Immigrants
It is unlawful to bring in or harbor illegal aliens. Fine: $3,000 for each alien. (Sec. 273 [8 U.S.C. 1323]
It is Illegal to Employ, Recruit, or Refer Illegal Aliens for Jobs. It is unlawful for a person or other entity- to employ or recruit or refer for a fee an illegal alien in the United States. Commercial advantage or private financial gain offender can be fined under title 18, US code, imprisoned for not more than 10 years, or both. ...Any person who, during any 12-month period, knowingly hires for employment at least 10 individuals with actual knowledge that the individuals are aliens described in sub paragraph (B) shall be fined under title 18, United States Code, or imprisoned for not more than 5 years, or both. (Sec 274A [8 U.S.C. 1324a])
Debate Resumes over Illegal Immigrants' Status in LDS Church Deseret News 15 Feb 2008 by Dennis Romboy

“Comments made by an LDS Church leader this week again stirred debate in Mormon circles about whether the church should baptize illegal immigrants or allow them to enter its temples. "The church's view of someone in undocumented status is akin, in a way, to a civil trespass," said Elder Marlin K. Jensen of the Seventy, relating it to coming onto someone's property uninvited. "There is nothing inherent or wrong about that status. Elder Jensen's comment came Wednesday during an interfaith forum on immigration at Westminster College in response to an audience question.

The LDS Church has no official policy on illegal immigration nor does it ask local clergy to question prospective converts or members seeking temple privileges about their citizenship status. "The church does not see itself as an enforcement agency," Mark Tuttle, a spokesman for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, said Thursday repeating earlier church statements.

That doesn't sit well with some Latter-day Saints who wonder why the church baptizes people and issues temple recommends to members who live in the country illegally. To qualify for a recommend, they must avow to a bishop and a stake president that they are honest in their dealings with others. Some members can't reconcile church membership and illegal status, particularly in light of one of the church's Articles of Faith that states, "We believe ... in obeying, honoring and sustaining the law."
"I wonder how they'd feel about the second great commandment, to love thy neighbor as thyself. It's not an answer to your question, but it's another question. Sometimes it's hard to do them all," Tuttle said. 

Discussion about how local church leaders deal with undocumented immigrants arose on the heels of remarks Elder Jensen made earlier this week. Speaking on behalf of the First Presidency at the interfaith forum, Elder Jensen asked Utah lawmakers to consider proposed immigration legislation with a "spirit of compassion." He called for a more "thoughtful and factual, not to mention humane, approach" to the issues.

The Legislature is debating a string of get-tough-on-illegal-immigration bills including measures to revoke driver privilege cards and repeal in-state tuition options at state colleges and universities.

While reiterating the LDS Church is politically neutral, Elder Jensen noted that immigration is not only a political issue but a moral and ethical one. Addressing the matter of baptism and temple rights for undocumented immigrants, Elder John C. Pingree, an Area Seventy, told the Deseret Morning News in 2005, "It's not a problem for me."

Questions about citizenship are not part of the formal interview local leaders conduct with people before they join the church or attend the temple, which is open only to members deemed worthy. Bishops and stake presidents look for commitment to live the tenets of the religion, he said. Enforcing immigration law is not the role of the church, said Elder Pingree, who served as a mission president in Mexico City. "This isn't the church's issue," he said. "This is the government's issue."

The October 2005 interview with Elder Pingree came in response to a Morning News request to the LDS Church to speak with a leader about the church's stance on illegal immigration. His comments were included in a story headlined, "Church chooses to stay out of questions of status," which was part of a Morning News series on illegal immigration. The church, Elder Pingree said, does everything it can to encourage its members to stay in their home countries to strengthen local stakes and wards. "But once they're here, we want to make them feel like part of the community, a valued part of the community," he said. Tuttle said Thursday that statements Elder Pingree made remain accurate.

Comments on this article

1: What Elder Jensen seems to not know is that trespassing is a crime! If someone comes into my house uninvited you can be sure I'm going to call the police and have them removed from my home. The LDS church doesn't really seem to be serious about its members "obeying the law".

2: I'm a Mormon who hires illegals for my cleaning business. I do it for the money, but now I can see it as compassionate, too.

3: When LDS illegal aliens use counterfeit S.S. cards and fraudulent ID's to obtain employment, lie to their employers alleging that they are in the country legally and have permission to work, and live a life of duplicity, then as a fellow Church member I have serious problems with these folks being accepted with open arms as though everything is fine and we're supposed to just look the other way. We can’t have it both ways and a lot of TOUGH LOVE is needed NOW! Go back home and get your situation straight!

4: Thinking about the changes I have made in my life since my baptism 31 years ago, I see that being "squeaky clean" at the recommend interview has been a positive force in my life. I have been taught that if I disagree with a law, I first of all obey it and then I try to change it. Can it be justified that "the law just isn't fair or right"? I really doubt that "it seemed right at the time" will fly on judgment day. My wife and I have served 2 Spanish missions and we love Latin people. I hate to think about sending people back into a situation where the big worry in a person's life is how to get enough money to feed my family. But does that justify breaking the law? I think our compassion should inspire us to do something more than "do nothing".

5: Compassion comes in the form of helping others help themselves and improve their inherent situation. The perpetual education fund was established so that those in less fortunate circumstances can get an education and improve their lives and the general standard of living in their home countries. If we allow them to come here and stay here illegally, all we are doing is facilitating sycophancy, which helps neither the sycophant nor their home country.

6: I agree that we must be compassionate in our approach but I also agree that the law must be followed. Therefore, if we arrest illegal immigrants we can treat them compassionately as we deport them. While they are here we can be civil as well as stepping up to help in time of disaster and true need but they must understand that if they are arrested they must accept that they are returning to their home.

Compassion does not mean you have to disregard the law. It does mean that we treat them with respect. The Church is right that it is the government who needs enforce the law and we the people are the force behind the government. Therefore, we have the right and obligation to voice our concerns to the government and demand action be taken on the illegal immigration issue. That stance is within the letter and spirit of the law, but we can do it without rancour and vitriol towards those who are illegally here.

7: I understand that many of the illegals come to our country because they want to start a better life. But to come to any country without going through the proper and legal process is not a productive way of starting a better life. I am a member also and take my temple vows and interview with my Bishop and Stake President very serious. Obeying the law and not committing any illegal act is part of living in accordance with our Father in Heaven and the church. Those that want to join our church that are illegal should be guided and reconciled through caring and compassion so they understand they should do what is right. I do have compassion for them but they need to obey the law. 

8: I'm a devout Mormon, but cannot fathom how the Church can logically say "we believe in honoring. . .the law," but not THIS law of immigration. Compassion is irrelevant is determining if one will "honour (i.e., obey) the law."

9: Rationalization is such a sweet thing when it we can use it to justify our positions. Illegal immigrants live here illegally and dishonestly. They're duplicitous lives affect my life without any choice of mine to be compassionate. As a former ex-communicated member who struggled to get back into the church and who is now a member of a bishopric, I have a real problem with members picking and choosing which commandments they deem important or not. If a person is living dishonestly, breaking the law, and getting advantage to the detriment of others, they should not (in my opinion) have access to a temple recommend. That should be reserved for those who are striving for righteousness in all things. Whatever happened to the Absolute Truths that President Kimball used to so eloquently speak of?

10: I home teach a lady who is a lead prosecuting attorney for our county. She stated on Monday that at least 70% of our violent crime (across our entire state) is committed by Hispanics, most of whom are here illegally. We all pay a huge price for those who come here illegally. And every one of the adults who crosses our borders knows that they are breaking our laws to do it. I wonder what the church would counsel an LDS border agent. Don't stop them because this is really more of a civil issue and its just not right for us to keep them from crossing? Of course the church is not an enforcement agent, but its members right now are left scratching their heads trying to find consistency in this policy. Perhaps it would be easier if we suspended the 12th article of faith and the temple question that deals with honesty. True we have all done things that are wrong. But we repent of those things and move on. The illegals are here in a constant state of wrongness.

11: To live and work in this country illegally you have to lie and be deceitful. You have to lie to your employer and use a fraudulent/stolen SS. And the LDS Church is okay with this? I'm puzzled by these Church leaders who are saying I have to live the commandments and not lie, cheat, or steal. But, if you are an illegal alien then it's okay. Illegal aliens can do whatever they want and they'll be welcomed with open arms. Outrageous!

12: I'm sorry to say but, Elder Jensen is wrong. Trespassing is trespassing, whether it's civil or criminal. What is the action that should be taken with trespassers? They should be removed from the area in which they are trespassing and placed back in their place of origin. That is very compassionate and humane if you ask me. Try to be an immigrant from Guatemala and trespass into Mexico via the southern border, you'll most likely be shot and killed on the spot. If they want to attend church fine but I don't think they should be baptized here or given temple recommends because they are living a life of lies and deceit (not very "Christ like"). If they want to go to temple, there's a nice one in Mexico City they can attend.

13: Liverpool England: I read the Deseret News each day to be part of the community in Utah, I would like to live and work in Salt Lake but I can't. I would if it was legal so my view is how can someone who lies to their bishop can attend the temple. The church does need to change its policy.
14: President Marion G. Romney said that Latter-day Saints need to be willing to live the laws of the government in which they live. Those that “keepeth the laws of God hath no need to beak the laws of the land.” As a former law enforcement officer, I had the unique opportunity to observe that breaking the laws of the land usually also involves breaking God’s laws. It seems especially hard to be honest when breaking the law.

15: I suppose that that having a fraudulent ID in your pocket and saying that you are honest with your fellowman makes sense? Compassion is fine, but compassion isn't going to stop the problem. We can have compassion for criminals of all types, but that doesn't mean that we should look the other way and allow the behaviour to continue. 

16: Immigration laws are very complicated and it takes a specially trained person to enforce it properly. One thing that is clear: Illegal immigration is not a mere misdemeanour. Even a first-time offender can be placed in jail for up to 6 months before being deported. Someone who re-enters the country illegally after being previously deported has committed a felony.

17: An illegal immigrant who lies about their status when they fill out the I-9 employment paperwork commits perjury when they swear they are eligible to work in this country. If they use a stolen identity at the same time, it's a felony. If the entire basis of ones life is based on deception and trying to evade law enforcement, how can someone truly live the gospel and uphold the basic tenets and articles of faith? I suppose people could hold out hope that another amnesty might be forthcoming, but does that solve the fundamental personal honesty problem with these individuals?

18: It's simple, controlled legal immigration good, illegal entry bad. My forefathers had to wait for 6 years to enter this country, but they did it the right way. I am afraid the statement, "There is nothing inherent or wrong about that status", when speaking of lawbreakers, is going to come back on us members of the Church, when we talk about obeying the laws.

19: As a Latter-day Saint, and a Hispanic, I am stunned at the Church's comments concerning the illegal immigration problem. I understand compassion, but the rule of law has to be obeyed. As a convert, I wonder, does our Church's article of faith concerning obeying the laws of the land not count? Do we get to pick and choose the laws we obey, or the articles of faith that we believe in? Why does my child, if he or she wants to attend a public college in Utah, have to pay 3 times the tuition as an illegal alien? My children are citizens. This is chaos and as much as my Church believes in order, I am shocked by their stance. 
Compassion is important, but there is an orderly and correct way to go about it.
Mormons on Opposite Sides in Immigration Fight S.L.T 29 April 2010
No matter how much the LDS Church would like to remain neutral on the issue of illegal immigration, Mormon activists on opposite sides draw on their faith's doctrines or practices to buoy their positions.

Russell Pearce, the Arizona senator who proposed that state's tough anti-immigration law, is LDS and hails from Mesa, a stronghold of Mormonism. Pearce did not return messages seeking comment for this story. But, according to Rep. Stephen Sandstrom, R-Orem, the Arizona lawmaker builds his case on the Utah-based church's 12th Article of Faith, which says Mormons believe in "obeying, honoring and sustaining the law."

That also is a key belief for Sandstrom, a Mormon who has met with Pearce several times and hopes to introduce a similar bill in Utah. "We are a country with the rule of law," said Sandstrom, who served an LDS mission in Venezuela. "That's the only way a country can prosper."

On the opposite side are Latter-day Saints who argue for a more complex and humane approach to immigration. They point to church teachings about taking care of one's family, being hospitable to the stranger and building the kingdom of God. "I don't think the intent of the Article of Faith was to make us vigilantes and gatekeepers and create anti-immigrant rhetoric and climate," said Ignacio Garcia, a Brigham Young University history professor.

Those who come into this country illegally make hard choices, Garcia said. "It's a violation of the law, sure, but circumstances often force people to decide to break one law to obey the higher law."

Despite such roiling debates among its members, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has given no clear-cut guidance on this issue. The church has taken no stand on the Arizona bill, spokesman Scott Trotter said Thursday. The church takes a sort-of "don't ask, don't tell" approach to the immigration status of its own members. Some estimate that 50 percent to 75 percent of members in Utah's 100-plus Spanish-speaking congregations are undocumented. That includes many bishops, branch presidents, even stake presidents. The church sends missionaries among undocumented immigrants across the country, baptizing many of them without asking about their status. It also allows them to go to the temple and on missions. "We're not agents of the immigration service, and we don't pretend to be," LDS apostle Jeffrey R. Holland told The Salt Lake Tribune last year, "and we also don't break the law."

In January 2008, Marlin Jensen, a member of the First Quorum of the Seventy, was assigned by LDS President Thomas S. Monson to urge Utah legislators to use "compassion" in their immigration legislation. That didn't stop Utah's mostly LDS lawmakers from passing SB81, which took effect last July and tightened enforcement while limiting immigrants' access to some services.
Sandstrom does not advocate denying emergency care for undocumented immigrants, but believes "true compassion should be for those who can't come here legally because of the huge numbers who are here illegally." And he doesn't care if they are Mormons, Catholics or adherents of any other faith. The law is the law. On several occasions, Sandstrom said, he has shared his legislative proposals on illegal immigration with LDS officials. "Not one of them told me to 'cease and desist,' " he said. "I've been told to do what I feel is right for the state and my constituents." Garcia has, again, a different perspective.

No, the LDS Church has not come out as strongly against these anti-immigration measures as the Catholics or the Evangelical Association, he said. Behind the scenes, however, Mormon leaders "do not support such draconian efforts."  Mormon conservatives seem to feel that not only is the United States being invaded by foreigners, but also their homes, their churches and their congregations, he said. "But the Latter-day Saint who sees the work of the church as becoming a global faith are not running around complaining about immigrants."
Comments on this Article: 
1: The LDS church leaders see this issue as simply a misdemeanour violation, just like 'getting a speeding ticket,' as I have been told. So, there appears to be no problem with the 12th article of faith...I have been asked by some of these leaders, "would you prosecute every Bishop for getting a speeding ticket?" Violating immigration laws are just rationalized, by the church leaders, to be no big deal.
My question is: Do I get to choose which laws I want to follow? Does anything give me the right to violate the laws of the land and not be held accountable for my actions of violating said laws? The people who are pro-illegal immigrants are asking me to over look the laws already in place to allow those breaking the law to live in this country. First off the law is the law and we are suppose to uphold the law. Why are people asking us to ignore the law to suit those who have broken it. If you don't like the law then challenge it and change it, don't violate and act as if you have the right to break the law.
"We're not agents of the immigration service, and we don't pretend to be," LDS apostle Jeffrey R. Holland told The Salt Lake Tribune last year, "and we also don't break the law."
The only thing wrong with this quote is that Elder Holland is wrong on one count, that's the last part, "...we also don't break the law.... Ummm, not quite right, it's called aiding and abetting - and it is a violation of law. 
2: Is there any other country in the world that allows millions of illegal aliens to enter their country, bankrupt their hospitals, and flood their schools without any consequence? Common sense would tell us that we should not continue to allow illegals to pour into our country. Legal immigration is wonderful. Illegal immigration is unacceptable. 
3: As an active Mormon, I support Arizona's efforts regarding illegal immigration. I hope Utah follows suit. Arizona's top priority is to protect it's own legal citizens. You can't tell me that illegal immigrants won't now think twice about committing a crime (and getting caught without documents to prove their legal status). That's a good thing right? Who wouldn't want less crime?
The compassionate thing to do is to enforce the existing laws regarding illegal immigration and urge those who are here, or are thinking of coming here, to do it legally.
   
The compassionate thing to do would be to require those coming here to learn English. Think about how much better their life here would be (not to mention how much easier the country would run if everybody spoke the same language). I'm not saying they have to ONLY speak English (they can speak their native tongue to whomever they wish), but they have to know English.
4: As a member of the LDS church, I sympathize with those who will be affected by these laws, but I agree with those that state that this is a legal issue, not a religious one. The law is the law. Period. During the past 20 years, I have watched as our American culture has been overrun by those who appear to have no respect for this country nor any apparent desire to contribute to it. My grandfather immigrated to the US from Germany in the 1920s. He struggled to learn English and to go through the red tape required to earn his citizenship. But he did it because he believed in America. He wanted to be an American, and he paid the price for it. Till the day he died, he was an American patriot through and through. While there are many illegal immigrants who likely have this same desire, I fear that most of them do not. They are here simply for the free handouts and the higher potential for better pay. If an immigrant wants to become an American, then great! Let him/her go through the proper process. If the process is too involved, then let's re-evaluate the process and perhaps simplify it. But, let's not condone the illegal entrance of immigrants into our great country.
5: One thing many are forgetting is recent church policy changes that no longer send illegal aliens on missions outside the US. That simple change in policy recognizes two things by the church. 1 - They know that illegal aliens are being sent on missions which means that they know those missionaries are breaking the law. 2 - They admit that they know who is here illegally and who isn't. Therefore, they are aiding and abetting. However, thanks to a 2005 law passed by congress religious institutions cannot be held liable for aiding and abetting illegal aliens. You can thank Bob Bennett for that. 
As a Mormon, I have long had a problem with how the church acts in relation to illegal aliens. It's no longer about spreading the gospel it's about getting the numbers up. It's about baptizing as many people as fast as you can regardless of worthiness or actual belief. Let me also say this doesn't mean the gospel isn't true, it simply means that the men who are in leadership positions are making human mistakes. The question I have, and have asked those in church leadership I have access to, when will we stop claiming that respect the law, but blatantly ignore it when it suits us.

6: "We're not agents of the immigration service, and we don't pretend to be." according to Apostle Jeffrey R. Holland. Fair enough. But if an illegal alien takes a job hanging drywall and is paid $9 an hour under the table, both he and his employer have broken the law. Just try and preach tax evasion in church and see what happens. Or, he's working but using fake ID. That doesn't sound very honest. And he uses that fake SSN to get benefits from the government.   And let's say that the stake leaders do learn that the person is here illegally. What counsel do you give him? Professor Garcia:"It's a violation of the law, sure, but circumstances often force people to decide to break one law to obey the higher law." 
My question is: Do I get to choose which laws I want to follow? Does anything give me the right to violate the laws of the land and not be held accountable for my actions of violating said laws? The people who are pro-illegal immigrants are asking me to over look the laws already in place to allow those breaking the law to live in this country. First off the law is the law and we are suppose to uphold the law. Why are people asking us to ignore the law to suit those who have broken it? If you don't like the law then challenge it and change it, don't violate and act as if you have the right to break the law.
7: "We're not agents of the immigration service, and we don't pretend to be," LDS apostle Jeffrey R. Holland told The Salt Lake Tribune last year, "and we also don't break the law."
The only thing wrong with this quote is that Elder Holland is wrong on one count, that's the last part, "...we also don't break the law...." Ummm, not quite right, it's called aiding and abetting - and it is a violation of law. Even worse, for those that teach living principles of ...don't go into the tavern..., for there may be those that get the wrong idea, well, after all, we need to live our lives as an example of being above reproach. This is not setting a good example, nor being above question. Isn't it interesting that illegal aliens routinely make the argument that they don't commit a crime either. 
8: COMPASSION and the LAW Yes, the LDS 12th Article of Faith states that "We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and magistrates, in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law."  Members of the LDS Church (of which I am one) should honor the laws of every country, not just the country we reside in or the country we wish to reside in. It is my opinion that those members of the LDS Church that are in the United States (or any other country) illegally should return to their homeland and apply for legal status before they return. For those members of the LDS Church that are US citizens, we have an obligation to uphold the current law and any law that is passed by our elected representatives. If we disagree with a certain law, we then have an obligation to make every LEGAL effort to change the law. As for how we treat those who are here illegally, we have an obligation to show compassion to them and, where appropriate, counsel them to follow the laws of the land.
Victims Face Deportation Salt Lake Tribune 10 May 2009
“Richard Lemos went to authorities to report a crime, believing he was doing the responsible thing. In return for his efforts, he was given a deportation order. Lemos, originally from Uruguay, is one of 28 undocumented immigrants living in Utah who are being deported after testifying against a woman who allegedly made tens of thousands of dollars scamming people desperate to find a legal way to stay in the country. It is a classic illustration, critics say, of one of the pernicious realities of current U.S. immigration policy: People living here without proper documentation are exploited by criminals emboldened by their target population's vulnerability and fear of authorities.

Leticia Avila used her LDS Church connections and the promise of cooperation from a high-ranking immigration official to con $4,000 apiece from undocumented immigrants attempting to get legal visas, according to more than two dozen affidavits from victims. Many of the alleged victims say what is most upsetting is that they were betrayed by someone who preyed on their religious faith. They trusted Avila because she was a fellow member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Spanish-speaking branch in Millcreek. In some cases, it was a local church leader who suggested they talk with Avila about becoming legal. "She asked us for our temple recommends. We didn't ever think she was doing something bad," said Edgardo Flores, who moved to Utah with his wife, Sylvia Mendez, and their three children because two of them have Down syndrome. "We were so worried about our children's health, we needed to come here," Mendez said. "[Avila] was from our church. We thought she was a good person because we shared the same faith." The couple, natives of Uruguay, face deportation in July.
Comments on this article
1: Illegal immigrants are exploited by everyone from employers to the example in this story. It is troubling that the illegal immigrants had temple recommends which means people breaking the law are in the LDS temples.
2: Mexico has the 14th best economy in the world, and unemployment is 6.2%. There are 4.5 billion people in the world worse off, and many of them live under governments just as bad. 
You can't justify breaking the law to get a better life. That's the sign of a lawless country.
Mormons and Immigration-Joel Campbell 12 May 2010 Deseret News
Latter-day Saints have been speaking on both sides of the immigration debate, particularly as a new strict law takes effect in Arizona. While some might wrongly assume that Mormons all think alike, this issue, like many others, shows Latter-day Saints have diverse opinions.

Most notably, the sponsor of the controversial Arizona law is LDS member Sen. Russell Pearce from Mesa. Most media reports have been quick to note his faith. Here's part of a National Public Radio story about Pearce and a fellow LDS Arizona legislator:

"Opponents say Pearce is a racist -- a charge he vehemently denies. A devout Mormon, he says he is simply committed to the church's command for obedience to the law. Rep. Bill Konopnicki, another Mormon Republican state representative in Arizona, says that Pearce is sincere. "'I think Rep. Pearce really genuinely believes what he's doing is the correct thing ... and it's hard to argue against that position,' he says. He disagrees with his colleague's position, however. There's little evidence that illegal immigrants commit more crime than the rest of the population, he says, adding that the Mormon Church calls for compassion toward the stranger." 

Tony Yapias, an immigrant rights advocate and LDS member, has also be widely quoted about the effects of the Arizona law. Yapias told the Deseret News: "I think it's just an extreme approach to enforcing immigration law. This is an issue that has to be dealt with at the federal level." Yapias said he had no doubt race issues will be a part of how the new statute is enforced if it becomes law and it will have a negative impact regardless of a person's immigration status.

Linda Greenhouse, former Supreme Court reporter for the New York Times, notes how former BYU president and then-Solicitor General Rex E. Lee led the fight for both the Carter and Reagan administration to allow immigrant children to attend school. Although Greenhouse doesn't mention Lee's faith, his strong position is notable. Greenhouse writes:

"I'll offer a reflection on how, a generation ago, another of the country's periodic anti-immigrant spasms was handled by the Supreme Court. In 1975, Texas passed a law to deprive undocumented immigrant children of a free public education. Many thousands of children -- a good number of whom were on the road to eventual citizenship under immigration laws that were notably less harsh back then -- faced being thrown out of school and deprived of a future... I have no doubt that but for that ruling, public school systems all over the country would be checking papers and tossing away their undocumented students like so much playground litter. Blocked from that approach, local governments now try others."

Rep. Steve Sandstrom, R-Orem, who served an LDS mission in Venezuela, said he will carry a bill similar to Pearce's in Utah.

Sandstrom told the Deseret News he's started work on drafting a bill for the 2011 Utah legislative session that uses the Arizona statute as a model -- a move he said is necessary to stanch the flow of illegal immigrants into the Beehive State. "It is imperative that we pass similar legislation here in Utah," Sandstrom said. "In the past, when we've seen tougher legislation in Arizona ... a lot of illegal immigrants just move here."

Utahns are apparently on the side of a law similar to the one in Arizona. A KSL-Deseret News poll shows that 65 percent (45 percent strongly favor) support such a law.

The church has taken no official stand on the immigration. In 2006, the church issued a statement in response to a "Lou Dobbs Tonight" and "Anderson Cooper 360" programs:

"On the Anderson Cooper 360 show of 23 May 2006, journalist Lou Dobbs claimed that The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was encouraging 'as many of Mexico's citizens as they possibly could attract to the state of Utah, irrespective of the cost to taxpayers.'

Earlier, on Lou Dobbs Tonight, Dobbs had a similar exchange with reporter Casey Wian.

"Such statements are completely without foundation. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has over a million members in Mexico. It does not encourage them to move to Utah or anywhere else.

"The Church, in fact, has made no comment so far on the immigration debate, recognizing that this complex question is now before Congress and is already being thoroughly aired in the public square." 
Comments on this Article

A: The Church and its General Authorities silence on this issue is troubling. That silence and granting illegal’s full benefits of Church membership, including Temple attendance, the Church is directly condoning and supporting those that break the law. To excuse these violations of law by claiming everyone breaks the law is equally troubling and contributes to the problem.

Compassion, is a two-way street and is nothing without justice. The "good hard-working" people that come here illegally break the law by stealing the identity and ruining the credit of children and taking benefits meant for citizens of this country. There are many that are neither good or hard-working. To reward that behavior on one hand and then require every other member of the Church to regularly declare that they are honest in all their dealings, at a minimum is hypocritical and sends the wrong message. In the past, the Church has rightfully spoken out on issues like liquor consumption and gay marriage. If the Church feels that our immigration laws are contrary to the desires of God and should not be obeyed, let them say so. If not, they should support and sustain existing immigration laws.
B: If you think that LDS Church leaders have been silent on immigration, you are sorely mistaken. In this very paper, a general authority was quoted on Feb 14, 2008 decrying aggressive immigration enforcement as not being compassionate. The LDS Church instructs all bishops and stake presidents in the US that immigration status is not to be considered as a factor for worthiness to participate in any church function or venue. You can only assume that the de facto position of the church leadership supports open borders.

1: “I'm all for compassion on those who did not choose to disobey the law, i.e., children of illegal’s who are either brought over the border by their parents or subsequently born here. My beef is with those who believe in blanket amnesty for obvious lawbreakers. 

My husband is from the United Kingdom. When we married, we had already gone through quite a bit of paperwork to ensure that I could move to the UK with him, mainly because we were caring for his aging, ailing mother. They ran me through the ringer, not to mention the heavy fees we had to pay. They questioned my motives (was I coming for their welfare programmes?) and were generally dismissive of someone who would choose to live there. I lived there nearly 8 years. 

When we returned, it was my husband's turn. We did it all through the US embassy. We got all the medical and police reports, paid the fees. We OBEYED THE LAWS of the countries we wished to live in. The Church is very clear on that. Please don't ask us to look the other way when we know to obey the law of the land.

2: Joel outlines the great division of opinion amongst Latter day Saints on the subject of illegal immigration and then states "The Church, in fact, has made no comment so far on the immigration debate, recognizing that this complex question"

This is precisely the problem. On the one hand the scriptures and General Authorities quote the need for obedience to the Law of the land in paying taxes, fines etc. Yet on the other hand says to illegal members, by its action of giving them Temple Recommends, its okay to remain illegal with all that this involves in telling lies, using deception, having false documents etc. 

It is wrong for baptised members to have hanging round their necks that they are illegal citizens. This needs to be put right by becoming legal citizens (If necessary with help from the church) or returning back to their homeland with their new found truths. To become sanctified they also need to be justified and they are not justified if they remain illegal against the law of the land.

Why are Church Leaders not teaching a clear policy on this issue that is understood and sustained by members of the church generally?
3: The Church teaches us to obey and sustain the law. Clearly, being in this country illegally is NOT obeying and sustaining the law. I think all of us are conflicted about this, but when it comes down to brass tacks, obeying the law is the issue. I don't see how illegals are NOT in violation of Church teachings. Providing for the common defense is the most important function of any government. If we are not controlling our borders, we are not defending our country.
4: This is a very controversial issue. The church leaders are very much aware of this issue and are not hiding or avoiding it. GA's have even spoken to large congregations of saints without legal status telling them that they are in Utah for a good reason. There are bishops and stake presidents who do not have paperwork serving faithfully. My heart goes out to people who are looking for a better life. Those of us born in this great nation are just fortunate to be sent here from above. I am sure many of us would look at the issue differently if we are on the other side of the fence. Perspective has a way of changing one's views.

5: I worked for 10 years doing construction and landscaping. The majority of my coworkers were illegal immigrants. Although mostly pleasant and hard working, they did not pay taxes. I know this because it was a topic of conversation. We received the same base pay, yet our employer did not withhold taxes from them (he did me) because they did not have a social security number to be identified by the IRS.  I was therefore paid less because I am an honest law abiding citizen. The illegals were rewarded for being an illegal. That is wrong. 

It's easy to hide behind political correctness and lame arguments like "everyone breaks the law because everyone has gone over the speed limit" but the truth is that illegal immigrants take so much from society in unpaid taxes, medical bills, food stamps, and housing subsidies, while honest people end up footing these bills through higher taxes. If it were their only crime.... but it isn't 99% of the time.

6: I still don't see how anyone can get around the fact that these people are breaking the law which is against the teachings of the Church. Of course, one could argue that even though the Lord believes in sustaining the law, He isn't a fanatic about it. That may be true. But, that is splitting hairs. I think many of us have a lot of conflict about this on the grounds of compassion. But, we have a terrible problem in this country and this state with the illegal situation. It's got to get resolved somehow.  Obeying and sustaining the law is a very important principle of the Church. I don't see how you get around it.
Arizona's Crackdown on Illegal Immigrants Hurting LDS Recruitment  S.LT 22 May 2010 by Daniel Gonzalez of the Arizona Republic
“Sen. Russell Pearce, a Republican from Mesa and sponsor of Arizona's tough new law cracking down on illegal immigrants, is a Mormon. Pearce repeatedly has said his efforts to drive illegal immigrants out of Arizona and keep them from coming here is based partly on the LDS Church's 12th Article of Faith, which says Mormons believe in "obeying, honoring and sustaining the law."

The new Arizona statute makes it a crime to be in the Grand Canyon State without proper immigration papers. It also requires police to ask a person's immigration status if there is "reasonable suspicion" that the person is in the country illegally. Critics say it could lead to rampant racial profiling and civil-rights abuses by officers targeting Latinos. Many Latinos who view the new law as unjust and discriminatory blame not only Pearce but also the LDS Church. That is making it hard for Mormons to proselytize to the state's 1.8 million Latinos, whom the church views as key to future growth.

Smith said he already has seen the effects of stepped-up immigration enforcement and fears more to come when the law takes effect July 29. "I deal with the aftermath of what happens when someone gets deported in the middle of the night or doesn't come home from work," Smith said. "I'm left to help with families and deal with the crying kids and their wives. It's devastating on these families when the dad doesn't come home."
Pearce did not return repeated telephone calls seeking comment for this story. He told The Salt Lake Tribune in an earlier e-mail that LDS scripture buttresses his push for a crackdown on undocumented immigrants. "We have a special duty [to] this land, this republic and to the rule of law," Pearce wrote. "It is our duty and well established in scripture and modern revelation."

Kim Farah, a spokeswoman for the LDS Church in Salt Lake City, said in an e-mail that elected officials who are Mormons do not represent the position of the faith. She said the church also has not taken a position on immigration, which is "clearly the province of government." "However," she said, "church leaders have urged compassion and careful reflection when addressing immigration issues affecting millions of people."

Some Latino Mormons would like the church to do more. "I want the church to put a stop to him," said Celia Alejandra Alvarez Portugal, 30, a member of the LDS Aguila Ward in Phoenix. Alvarez, an illegal immigrant from Mexico, is in deportation proceedings after the landscaping business she worked for was raided last year by Maricopa County sheriff's deputies.

Arizona has one of the largest Mormon populations of any state. There are 381,235 Mormons in Arizona, according to the church, or nearly 6 percent of the population. Proselytizing is a cornerstone of the Mormon faith. The church has trained Spanish-speaking missionaries to go out into neighborhoods to preach to Latinos and encourage them to join the church. The faith does not keep records according to ethnicity. But the number of Spanish-speaking congregations in Arizona has grown from a handful a decade ago to 51 today.

Nora Castaneda, 46, a naturalized U.S. citizen from Hermosillo, Mexico, who has been a member of the LDS Church for 35 years, said several colleagues confronted her after the Arizona law passed. Castaneda, director of secondary-language development at Phoenix's Creighton School District, recalls one saying, "It's somebody from your church who did this." Another, according to Castaneda, said, "Your [Mormon] brother did this." She does not believe that Pearce's anti-illegal-immigrant stance is in line with the Mormon faith, which, in addition to teaching obedience to the law, teaches compassion. "It is embarrassing to have to defend the church for the thoughts of one man," said Castaneda, a member of the Spanish-speaking Liahona Second Ward in Mesa.

In addition to making it hard for the church to reach out to Latinos, she said, the new law is causing some new converts to leave. "The husband of a woman [in her congregation] is not letting her go back to the church because he knows a Mormon made this law." Jorge Pimienta, who oversees missionaries at the Valencia Branch, expects many Latino families from his congregation to leave. He blames Pearce. "I don't know Russell Pearce," Pimienta said. "I don't know where he is coming from. All I know is that what he is doing is not what Jesus Christ taught."
LDS Latinos Want Church to Address Crackdown on Illegal Immigrants S.L.T 4 June 2010 by Kirstie Moulton

Mormon Latinos on Thursday launched a letter-writing campaign to LDS Church President Thomas S. Monson, urging him to spell out the faith's position on immigration law, an issue they say is dividing the church.

Activist Tony Yapias, of the advocacy group Proyecto Latino de Utah, says he launched the campaign with his own letter to Monson. Besides letters, Latinos plan to wear ribbons signifying unity in their quest to have the man Mormons regard as a prophet speak up unambiguously on what they see as a moral issue. "This is affecting our families," Yapias says. "Where's the church in this? The longer they stay quiet, the more political it gets, the more divisive."

Sandy resident Alfredo Gallardo says he, too, is writing Monson to express what many Latino Latter-day Saints feel. "There is a double standard now -- one for Sunday and one for Monday through Saturday," he says. "We want to write to the prophet to say the feelings of brotherhood have to be followed all the time." Mormon missionaries increasingly are confronted by prospective converts who believe the church is anti-immigrant, Yapias says, and some Latinos don't even feel welcome in their own LDS congregations because of anti-immigrant rhetoric.

The perception is due partly to the fact that a Mormon, state Sen. Russell Pearce, sponsored Arizona's new immigration law. Rep. Stephen Sandstrom, R-Orem, who also is LDS, hopes to bring a similar law to Utah. Sandstrom agrees with Pearce -- that the church's 12th Article of Faith points toward rigorous enforcement of immigration laws. That article says Mormons believe in "obeying, honoring and sustaining the law." In fact, Sandstrom said Thursday, Monson has spoken several times about the necessity of obeying laws, once referring to those who would "bend, twist and wink at violations of the law" as escalating illegal conduct.

Yapias, who is LDS and has a son on a Mormon mission, argues an immigration crackdown is at odds with the church's call for compassion and its practice of ignoring citizenship status when it comes to baptisms, church leadership positions, missions and access to temples.

Legislators such as Pearce and Sandstrom, Yapias says, "just are not getting it." "They are not going to get it," Yapias adds, "until the church takes an official position." Sandstrom says he doesn't expect the church to change its neutral stance. "I cannot fathom," he says, "the church coming out and saying it's wrong to enforce the law when they've been so strong in saying you need to honor the law."

The Utah-based LDS Church did not directly comment Thursday on the letter-writing drive, but referred to a statement on its newsroom website and e-mailed a similar statement, attributed to spokesman Scott Trotter. While the church "recognizes the complexities facing elected officials as they grapple with the implications of immigration law," the statement says, it has not taken a position on the issue "which is clearly the province of government." Church leaders, it adds, "have urged compassion and careful reflection when addressing immigration issues affecting millions of people."

To Michael Clara, a Mormon who lives in a west Salt Lake City neighborhood that is heavily Latino, the letter-writing campaign is both unorthodox and unnecessary. He offers as proof the church's practice of allowing all members -- documented or not -- access to church ordinances and privileges. Moreover, top church leaders repeatedly have called for compassion. "I'm not sure what Tony or anyone else wants the LDS Church to say," Clara says. "If you don't get it by now, then you're not listening."

Yapias has applauded other faith leaders, including Bishop John C. Wester, leader of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Salt Lake City, for speaking out against Arizona's new law and pressing for comprehensive immigration reform. But the Latino activist wants the state's predominant religion to take a stand. "Why is it," Yapias asks, "that the LDS Church can't say what many other churches have said already?" 

The LDS Church sends missionaries among undocumented immigrants across the country, baptizing many of them without asking about their citizenship status. The Utah-based faith also allows them to enter Mormon temples and serve missions. "We're not agents of the immigration service, and we don't pretend to be," LDS apostle Jeffrey R. Holland told The Salt Lake Tribune last year, "and we also don't break the law." In January 2008, Marlin Jensen, a member of the First Quorum of the Seventy, was assigned by LDS President Thomas S. Monson to urge Utah legislators to use "compassion" in their immigration legislation. Despite that plea, Utah's mostly LDS lawmakers adopted SB81, which took effect last July and tightened enforcement while limiting immigrants' access to some services.

Comments on this Article: 
1: “It's unfortunate that the LDS church wants to have it's cake and eat it too. They claim to continue believing the 12th article of faith...to honor obey and sustain the law; however, they deem their illegal LDS members worthy of baptism, mission service and temple privileges. they claim to continue believing in being "honest in our dealings with our fellowmen," but turn their heads as their illegal LDS members work on stolen SSN's, fraudulent SSN's, fraudulent DL's and green cards. The correct stand the church could make would be to follow all of their scriptures and teachings throughout history. Be honest and obedient. Stay in your own countries and build them up or come to America legally and honestly. Mormon 9:29. Don’t be baptized unworthily. D&C 58:21 obey the law of the land. Funny thing that we don't even abide by our own scriptures and teachings.”
2: The church knowingly baptizes illegals. The missionaries here in Utah have told me personally that they have been instructed to "teach and baptize illegal immigrants." in those exact words. My stake President told me that in 2006 he attended a meeting where he and other stake presidents were told that the LDS church would no longer acknowledge country borders that man has set and that no local leader should deny any illegal LDS member full church privileges based solely on that person being here illegally. The church knowingly accepts tithing from those here and working illegally. It could be considered "dirty" tithing, even by the church's own standards. The church will not accept tithing that a member has earned in an immoral or illegal way. I guess working on someone else’s stolen SSN and lying to his/her employer, state and country could be considered immoral and illegal...right?
Mormon church reiterates support for Utah immigration bills, including HB116 The Deseret News 20 April 2011 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints posted a response on its website Tuesday to questions about its position on immigration, reiterating the church's appreciation for the passage of a package of immigration reform bills in Utah, including one that would give undocumented immigrants the right to work in the state.

"The Church has spoken a number of times about the issue of immigration," the post said. "Specifically, it has spoken in support of the Utah Compact and has described the package of bills passed by the Utah Legislature, taken together, as 'a responsible approach' to the difficult question of immigration reform."

A spokesman said the post was a response to questions from callers about the church's stance.

"Members of the public who have contacted the Church Public Affairs Department asking for the Church's position on immigration were given the response which we have also posted on the newsroom website," Scott Trotter said. "The information is meant to reiterate what we've already said multiple times, rather than serve as a new statement on the topic of immigration."

In March, the Utah Legislature passed a package of four immigration reform bills, including HB116, which was specifically mentioned in the church's post on Tuesday. HB116 would allow the state to issue guest worker permits to immigrants.

Utah Gov. Gary Herbert signed all four bills into law on March 15, but the laws do not go into force until July 2013, and the state will need a waiver from the federal government to put HB116 into practice.

More than 2,400 people have signed an online petition supporting a repeal of HB116. The other three immigration bills in the package approved during the 2011 session provided for increased enforcement, a migrant worker program and employer verification policies.

The full post on newsroom.lds.org reads as follows:

"Members of the public who contact the Church Public Affairs Department asking for the Church's position on immigration have been given the following response:

"The Church has spoken a number of times about the issue of immigration. Specifically, it has spoken in support of the Utah Compact and has described the package of bills passed by the Utah Legislature, taken together, as 'a responsible approach' to the difficult question of immigration reform.

"The Church's position is based on three basic principles:

"The commandment to 'love thy neighbor.'

"The importance of keeping families intact.

"The federal government's obligation to secure its borders.

"The Church appreciates the package of bills that the legislature had passed, including House Bill 116. The Church feels that this package was a responsible attempt to address the principles outlined above.

"The February 28 Deseret News editorial, "A Model for the Nation" also accurately reflects the position of the Church regarding immigration reform, including measures that will allow those who are now here illegally to work legally, provide for their families and become better contributing members of our community—but without establishing a path to citizenship or granting amnesty.

"The Church may speak further on this subject if it is necessary to refute any misunderstandings or correct distortions of its views that have found their way into the discussion taking place on this important topic."
Comments on This Article

1: “I have a lot of empathy for those that have their social security number stolen and their credit history and job history trashed.

I also have lots of empathy for those that struggle under the unbearable tax burden of those that break the law and steal benefits.

I have a huge amount of empathy for families that are torn apart by drugs and violent criminal activity.

I have immense empathy for those that have had their livelihood destroyed by huge numbers of day laborers paid in cash. 

I am distressed that so much money is spent in English as a second language programs. Money that could be spent in other educational programs.

I am troubled that so many hospitals near the Arizona border had to quit delivering babies and closing emergency rooms because of all those that don't pay their bills.

I would like to see the compassion extended to the victims.
2: I don't think the Church knows what it's stand is. The law violates the Utah compact, which they claim to support, by intruding on Federal law. 

It violates the 12th article of faith by rewarding and encouraging illegal immigration. (The law has a May 11th deadline, which encourages people to come here illegally)It's against it's own teachings in the Bishops handbook. 

And it hurts the families of Utah citizens that are out of work. Is this really the message they want to send? This is not the Church I knew as a child.
3: Just who is "The Church" in this endorsement? Surly "The Church" cannot expect to be speaking for every member on this political opinion. Is this a statement representing the First Presidency? If so then say so - that is their opinion. The "LDS Church" I hope does not expect every member to stand in lock step union with such a nebulous statement of LDS Church Policy unless we have some authority for who made up this position and exactly what they are driving at in their praise of the Utah legislatures recent actions.
4: I'm deeply saddened that the church has chosen to support illegal activity. I long for the days when Benson was President and was a staunch supporter of Law and Order.
5: Can someone please cite the recent conference talk that announced this apparent major change in church doctrine? I wasn't aware that parts of the D&C and Articles of Faith were no longer doctrinal. Since arresting and jailing any criminal separates families, does that mean the church is softening its stance on other crimes as well? It seems that sending just one family member to jail is worse than deporting one member of a country of their homeland, as the rest of the family could choose to rejoin them there and be together again.
6: I applaud Bishop Wester for taking the time to see what problems HB 116 will cause in the future, and not endorsing the bill.  It's bad for those here illegally, and it's bad for the citizens of the state. When the First presidency addresses this directly, then I will listen, but might not agree. They have been wrong on issues before. In this case I will follow the Bishops handbook, articles of faith, and scriptures.
7: It's OK for the state to take jobs away from citizens and give them to foreign citizens with 8% unemployment? This is messed up. I think the Church better rethink it's position. There is no way they can rationalize this rewarding of amnesty for illegal behavior (a person that steals a job receives amnesty when they are allowed to keep it). This goes against their teachings. Member retention is going to drop with this confusion they are creating. The Church has no right to support one group over another for work.
8: President Monson, in the closing moments of the closing session of the last General Conference (upper caps mine): "May we be GOOD CITIZENS of the nations in which we live and GOOD NEIGHBORS in our communities... May we be examples of HONESTY AND INTEGRITY wherever we GO and in whatever we do." 

Somehow, this doesn't seem to comport with the Church's support of the Utah Compact and HB116 -- both of which, arguably, encourage illegal immigration, arguably for the benefit of greedy businessmen who want cheap labor and in the hope of assuaging the fears of a church apparently fearful for its survival despite scriptural assurances to the contrary.

What is the function of the Church Public Affairs Department? Was this statement crafted with the intimate involvement of the First Presidency? 

What is the Church's point regarding Principle #1? Is it to suggest that "Love your neighbor" also happens to apply to the people of Mexico -- that they ought to show a little love for their neighbors by respecting America's borders, laws, and sovereignty? 

Or, is the Church hinting that Americans should look the other way at flagrant illegality and the harm this causes the country?
9: "The commandment to 'love thy neighbor.'" We love them... and we love them even more if they obey our laws and stay in their own country until invited to come in.

"The importance of keeping families intact." Families can be kept intact if illegals with kids will take them with them when they are asked to leave, and stay out until they are invited back.

"The federal government's obligation to secure its borders." Calls for securing the border is a red herring. The borders will never be secured. Foreigners can always find a way to break in. For example, fully forty percent of illegal immigrants here today come on visas but overstay. They forget to home. A fence a mill high cannot stop that method of illegal entry.
10: Mormon Dem: "I'm glad that so many members of the Church who find themselves at odds with the Church on this issue are so generously offering to counsel the Brethren as to the proper interpretation of the 12th Article of Faith..."

The 12th article of Faith is not that complex and difficult to fathom. If a person crosses the US border without authorization, government immigration laws have been broken. And the law breaker must correct the situation before getting back in the good graces of the Church. That means leaving... or if necessary, being tossed out. Staying does not correct the situation. How can that be so difficult?

END
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