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Introduction

It is a commandment of God for His saints to Gather
The Saints are to gather for peace, safety, preservation, association, and strength

The Good Shepherd wants to look after His sheep. He watches over and brings them into safe pastures when storms threaten their safety. 
The scriptures state: ‘they should assemble together’ D&C 37:3 ‘even as a hen gathereth her under her wings’ D&C 10:65. 
A Gathering is about the movement of people to be together at a certain appointed place.
A Gathering according to the dictionary is about “bringing together”. 
See connected studies on the web-site Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
The Regional Gathering in Preparation for the Future Gathering to Zion
After the attempt to gather to Zion in Missouri failed because of lack of numbers and the maturity of the church the Lord gave an additional revelation on the commandment to gather. The Lord gave instruction that within the nations and areas where converts were made the saints were to gather “as much in one region as can be, consistently with the feelings of the people.”
D&C 105:24-26: “Talk not of judgments, neither boast of faith nor of mighty works, but carefully gather together, as much in one region as can be, consistently with the feelings of the people and behold, I will give unto you favour and grace in their eyes, that you may rest in peace and safety .......Now, behold, I say unto you, my friends, in this way you may find favour in the eyes of the people, until the army of Israel becomes very great.”
Even though the commandment for the saints to gather to Zion the New Jerusalem had been temporarily postponed, they were still commanded to obey the commandment to gather. The Elders were to “push the people together from the ends of the earth” (D&C 58:45).
This direction to gather had certain restrictions placed upon it, in particular that the Saints would not gather so much in one area to the extent of upsetting the existing residents. In this way the Lord’s people would find peace, safety and strength. The Lord for His part said He would “soften the hearts of the people as I did the heart of Pharaoh from time to time.” (D&C 105:27) This would be the commandment for the saints until the church had gained enough strength in numbers and spirituality to redeem Zion in the ‘appointed lands’.
The commandment to “carefully gather together as much in one region as can be consistently with the feelings of the people” has never been rescinded by the Lord and is therefore still in force today. Such a regional gathering would bring the saints together providing strength, peace, protection and spiritual nourishment. 
This commandment to gather on a regional basis was to continue until the army of Israel became so great that there was sufficient strength to redeem and gather to Zion: 
D&C 105:31: “…. But first let my army become very great, and let it be sanctified before me” 
The Temple is a Vital Part of the Regional Gathering

The Temple ordinances are essential for the saints to become sanctified before the Lord. It was therefore vital that Temples would become available to the saints gathered on a regional basis in any part of the world. The influence of being in the House of the Lord and receiving the sacred covenants and ordinances therein is part of the sanctification process.
The future Redemption of Zion had to wait for the elders to be endowed with power:
D&C 105:9-13: “Therefore, in consequence of the transgressions of my people, it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season for the redemption of Zion-that they themselves may be prepared, and that my people may be taught more perfectly, and  have experience, and know more perfectly concerning their duty, and the things I require at their hands. And this cannot be brought to pass until mine elders are endowed with power from on high. 
For behold, I have prepared a great endowment and blessing to be poured out upon them, inasmuch as they are faithful and continue in humility before me. Therefore, it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season, for the redemption of Zion.” 
Joseph Smith Taught the Importance of Gathering
“It was the design of the councils of Heaven before the world was that the principles and laws of the Priesthood should be predicated upon the gathering of the people in every age of the world. Jesus did everything to gather the people and they would not be gathered, and he therefore poured out curses upon them.” Teachings page 308
“It (The gathering) is a principle I esteem to be of the greatest importance to those who are looking for salvation in this generation or in these that may be called, “the latter times.” All that the Prophets have written, from the days of righteous Abel, down to the last man that has left any testimony on record for our consideration, in speaking of the salvation of Israel in the last days, goes directly to show that it consists in the work of the gathering.” Ibid P83    

The bringing together or gathering of those who have been baptised is a basic commandment of the Gospel. It is the Lord’s way of providing both temporal and spiritual protection for those who have embraced the everlasting covenant of the Gospel. The words peace, safety, refuge, strength and nourish are closely associated with the commandment to gather. The Saints would also be able to support each other in such matters as employment, housing, education and cultural activities in a regional gathering.
The Commandment to Gather is taught throughout Scripture

In September 1830 not long after the organization of the church the Prophet Joseph received a revelation concerning the commandment to Gather in this dispensation: 

D&C 29:1-2: “Listen to the voice of Jesus Christ, your Redeemer, the Great I am, whose arm of mercy hath atoned for your sins, who will gather His people even as a hen gathereth her under her wings, even as many as will hearken to my voice and humble themselves before me, and call upon me in mighty prayer.”
The gathering together of members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints is a vital part of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is also an essential preparation for the final gathering of the saints to the New Jerusalem and the surrounding areas.  
D&C 29:7: “And ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts.”

D&C 33:6: “And even so will I gather mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, even as many as will believe in me, and hearken unto my voice.”

D&C 38:31: “And that ye might escape the power of the enemy, and be gathered unto me a righteous people, without spot and blameless…….”
D&C 10:63-66: “For they do wrest the scriptures and do not understand them. Therefore, I will unfold unto them this great mystery; For, behold, I will gather them as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, if they will not harden their hearts; Yea, if they will come, they may, and partake of the waters of life freely.” 

D&C 43:24: “O, ye nations of the earth, how often would I have gathered you together as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, but ye would not!”
3 Nephi 10:4-6: “O ye people of these great cities which have fallen, who are descendants of Jacob, yea, who are of the house of Israel, how oft have I gathered you as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and have nourished you. And again, how oft would I have gathered you as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, yea, O ye people of the house of Israel, who have fallen; yea, O ye people of the house of Israel, ye that dwell at Jerusalem, as ye that have fallen; yea, how oft would I have gathered you as a hen gathereth her chickens, and ye would not. O ye house of Israel whom I have spared, how oft will I gather you as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, if ye will repent and return unto me with full purpose of heart.”
Luke 13:34-35: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee; how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate….”

In explanation of the phrase ‘Even as a hen gathereth her chickens’ the D&C Institute manual states: “The expression is used three times in the D&C. It evokes the vivid picture of a mother hen who, when danger appears to threaten her chicks, although they may be scattered over the barnyard instantly obey that call and scurry under the protection of her wings.” (1985 D&C Institute manual page 59) 
The allegory of a hen protecting her chicks under her wings is used by the Lord as an illustration of His willingness to protect and nourish His Saints by bringing them together. This can be accomplished on a regional basis initially in preparation for the final gathering as one people to  the New Jerusalem
Psalm 50:5: “Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”
The Need to Gather-Wickedness of the World

It has always been the purpose of the devil to surround the saints with evil and corruption:

D&C 76:29: “Wherefore He maketh war with the Saints of God and encompasseth them round about”
D&C 82:5:  Therefore, what I say unto one I say unto all: Watch, for the adversary spreadeth his dominions, and darkness reigneth.” (See D&C 38:11; D&C 33:4)
Both President Hinckley and President Packer warned that conditions in the world are now just as bad as Sodom and Gomorrah. 
President Hinckley said:

“No one need tell you that we are living in a very difficult season in the history of the world. Standards are dropping everywhere. Nothing seems to be sacred anymore. As President Faust has indicated, the family appears to be falling apart. The traditional family is under heavy attack. I do not know that things were worse in the times of Sodom and Gomorrah. At that season Abraham bargained with the Lord to save these cities for the sake of the righteous. Notwithstanding his pleas, things were so bad that Jehovah decreed their destruction. They and their wicked inhabitants were annihilated. We see similar conditions today. They prevail all across the world. I think our Father must weep as He looks down upon His wayward sons and daughters”. Worldwide Leadership Meeting 10 Jan 2004.
It is well recorded what happened to Sodom and Gomorrah! 
President Boyd K Packer said:

“I know of nothing in the history of the church or in the history of the world to compare with our present circumstances. Nothing happened in Sodom and Gomorrah which exceeds in wickedness and depravity that which surrounds us now…... Words of profanity, vulgarity, and blasphemy are heard everywhere. Unspeakable wickedness and perversion were once hid in dark places; now they are in the open, even accorded legal protection.
At Sodom and Gomorrah these things were localised. Now they are spread across the world, and they are among us…... The world is spiralling downward at an ever-quickening pace. I am sorry to tell you that it will not get better…. Surely you can see what the adversary is about. The first line of defence, the home, is crumbling”.  C.E.S meeting recorded in the Church News week ending 14 Feb 2004
There is a prophecy in the Doctrine and Covenants that speaks of the extent to which society will descend in wickedness until the peace of the saints is threatened: 

D&C 45:68: “And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety.” 

As the world progressively declines in wickedness towards the ‘Fullness of Iniquity’, it becomes an unfit habitation for the ‘pure in heart’. With evil on every side forming an integral part of the various forms of media communication, it becomes an increasingly difficult situation for families of the saints. The commandment to gather is necessary for the saints to preserve their worthiness and integrity. 

This spiritual wickedness of society or ‘Babylon’ as it is called can put the saints in spiritual bondage, due to its pervasive influence. 
D&C: 84:49-51: “And the whole world lieth in sin, and groaneth under darkness and under the bondage of sin. And by this you may know they are under the bondage of sin because they come not unto me. For whoso cometh not unto me is under the bondage of sin”

As far as it is possible the saints are to protect themselves from this prevailing wickedness:

D&C 38:42: “And go ye out from among the wicked. Save yourselves. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord”

This is accomplished through the commandment to gather.

Desire of the Righteous for Close Association Together

It has always been the desire of those who are keeping their covenants to have a close association together for their mutual benefit especially for the rising generation. As a popular saying states ‘birds of a feather flock together.’ The Lord has said:
D&C 88:40: “For intelligence cleaveth unto intelligence; wisdom receiveth wisdom; truth embraceth truth; virtue loveth virtue; light cleaveth unto light….” 
2 Corinthians 6:14, 17-18: “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness? Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters…”
Brief History of Regional Gathering Places Outside of Zion

The saints in the early days of the church obeyed this commandment to “carefully gather together, as much in one region as can be” but they found difficulty in establishing temporary gathering places where they could rest in peace and safety. 
The first gathering place was Kirtland Ohio at the end of 1830: 
D&C 37:3-4: “And again, a commandment I give unto the church, that it is expedient in me that they should assemble together at the Ohio, Behold, here is wisdom, and let every man choose for himself until I come.” By gathering in Ohio, the members of the Church could escape persecution from enemies in New York.
From Ohio under divine command the church tried to become established in Jackson County Missouri, the appointed place of Zion. As church history records the gathering to Zion in Missouri failed because of persecution. The church was in its infancy and lacked numbers and spiritual maturity at that time.  The saints were also forced to flee Kirtland Ohio due to apostate persecution. Following their expulsion from Jackson County, the saints gathered in Clay County (1833-1836). Persecution followed and they moved to Far West, in Caldwell County (1836-1838), where they established another community. 
Again, they were forced to move, this time to Illinois, where they established the city of Nauvoo. This became the headquarters of the church and next gathering place for the saints, for the years 1838-1846. Again, the church in its infancy could not withstand the onslaught of persecution so the leaders sought for a place in the West in the Rocky Mountains away from their enemies. Here they could establish the headquarters of the church and establish a regional place of gathering where the saints could rest in peace and safety. Many thousands gathered from the nations to Utah in the nineteenth century. 
New immigration regulations in the United States at the turn of the twentieth century encouraged the leaders of the Church to request that members stay within the borders of their own lands and thereby build the Church in additional regions. This is still the advice of church leadership today.  However, the injunction of the Lord is still for His people to gather together as much as feasible within those regions or countries for their strength and protection.
When are the Saints Gathered?

Today the saints find themselves in varying circumstances throughout the earth. In some localities the saints are found in considerable numbers and their children have sufficient church friends of their own age in their neighbourhood, so they are “not unequally yoked together with unbelievers” (2 Cor 6:14). They can meet together often in their own community for dances, activities, sports events etc without distance being an obstacle and a drain on resources. There is an excellent support system in place with storehouses and other temporal services. A Temple is available within a reasonable distance, to which they can attend regularly, to worship the Lord and perform the sacred saving ordinances. Under these circumstances it is not hard to find someone of the same faith to marry and bring up a family with the support of the church.

These saints in such regions can consider themselves in obedience to the above quoted commandment in D&C 105:24-26 by being gathered together for strength, “as much in one region as can be, consistent with the feelings of the people”. They can have a positive influence in the society where they live by voting in numbers for wise politicians and just laws. The church continues to grow in strength in such areas because the needed support systems in an ever increasingly wicked world are in place.

Only the individual Latter-day Saint family can decide for themselves whether they live in such a locality where the gathering of the saints is appropriately sufficient to provide the support systems and the strength required in their quest for righteousness. It takes a critical mass of members of the church in any one area to give the rising generation sufficient support in terms of friends of their own age. There is certainly a desire in the hearts of many members to gather to such areas for the benefit of their families. This desire of the saints is inspired because it is simply showing obedience to the commandment of Heavenly Father that His children should gather together for strength and protection. 

The key factor in the local Gathering is the Density of Church Members 

The key factor in the principle of the gathering “as much in one region as can be, consistent with the feelings of the people” is the density of church members to the general population and not whether a member lives within a stake or district. The influence of members of the church upon the society in which they live in areas of high church density is much greater than where there are but few members per the general population. 

In Utah for example according to the 2003 Church Almanac there is a percentage LDS of 72.9 or three in 4 of the general population and in the state of Idaho one in four are church members. In Germany with a population of 80,000,000 there are only 36,000 members with an estimated 13,000 actively participating? The density ratio is one to 2,300 based on the total membership not just the active. It is interesting to note that in Europe with a population of 728 million (year 2000) there are only approximately 400,000 members with probably 100,000 of these actively committed to the church. The state of Idaho with only a population of 1.3 million has more stakes than the whole of Europe.
Stakes now differ considerably in size compared to years gone by. In 1850 the average membership of a stake was 18000, in 1870 it was 8000, in 1880 it was 5000, and in 1980 it was 3000. (2001/2002 Church Almanac). This makes little difference in areas of high church density because it results in a large number of stakes in a small area. But where there is a low density of church members and just the odd scattered stake here and there it becomes increasingly difficult for young people in their quest for righteous associations. 
The Challenge for Single Members in Areas of Low Church Density

The challenges for single members in areas of low church density are clearly outlined in an article in the Ensign on the Church in Denmark:
“Temple marriage is a goal, of course, for single members in Denmark, but socialization with other Latter-day Saint singles can be difficult because they are so scattered and so busy. A young adult dance or party in Copenhagen usually draws 20 to 30 people, Tine Andersen says, unless the invitation is extended to include members from the Arhus stake and from Sweden…... Anne attends institute classes-Regular attendance at the classes is no more than two or three.” Don L. Searle, “In Denmark, a Quiet, Vibrant Faith,” Ensign, Mar. 2006, 34

The difficulty for young people being scattered in small numbers in parts of Europe is also illustrated in the following comments in a Church News article in 2008: 

“Youth from four French-speaking stakes in Europe gathered for four days in the wintry alps of Switzerland to strengthen testimonies and affirm that they are not alone. More than 140 youth from the Geneva, Lausanne, Lyon and Nancy stakes in France and Switzerland gathered Dec. 26-29 near Schwarsee, or Black Lake, in the Fribourg area for a multi-stake youth conference………….
‘The depth of sincerity of each testimony reminded me how great the challenge and, often the loneliness, of our youth in their schools, in their circles of friends, and for some, in their homes’ said President Franco Vigliotti, second counselor in the Lausanne Switzerland Stake presidency. ‘I understand them when they say they wished the conference hadn't stopped.’

"These four days of youth conference reinforced me spiritually," said Lucie Belibi of the Chambery Branch, Geneva Switzerland Stake. "I understood things about the gospel I never understood before, in particular, the importance of personal prayer and friends. I felt peace and happiness. I decided to testify these truths to my friends." Church News 23 Feb 2008 Schwarsee, Switzerland
The Effect of being Raised in a Strong LDS Community

President Hinckley visits his boyhood ward

Church News 1 Feb 2003

"I'll always be grateful, for as long as I live . . . for the great and wonderful influence which came of the people with whom I was associated in the old First Ward. "Returning to where his faith was nurtured as a boy, President Gordon B. Hinckley visited the Salt Lake First Ward, Salt Lake Park Stake, on Sunday, Jan. 26.
"I had a free Sunday, so I thought I'd like to come back where I lived as a boy," President Hinckley told the congregation, referring to his memories of growing up in the Salt Lake First Ward as the son of Bryant S. Hinckley and Ada Bitner Hinckley. "Here I was born. Here I spent my boyhood. From here I went on a mission. Here I first did home teaching. Here I did all those things that a boy does when he grows up in the Church."
Speaking of the "flood of memories" he was having that day, the Church President recalled his bishop during his boyhood and youth, John C. Duncan. "He was bishop here for about 25 years, a great and wonderful and good man, with the same counselors all the time — Brother Davies and Brother Richmond. He knew us all. There were 1,500 members in this ward when I was a boy. There were 15,000 members in this stake, and my father was stake president over this great stake, which extended from State Street to the mountains and from 300 South to 1300 South. There were about nine wards in this stake at that time."
Out of the rich and wonderful associations of his boyhood days, President Hinckley said, "has grown the faith which has sustained me through all of these years. I was a Scout here. I was a deacon, teacher, priest and elder. I was a Sunday School teacher, and I was taught by some great Sunday School teachers…… I attended the Hamilton School and grew up and went through all the grades of that school. I'm a product of this neighborhood, my brothers and sisters."

Thanking ward members for all they do and for their faith, President Hinckley admonished: "Live the gospel. You little boys, live the gospel. You girls, live the gospel. Treasure it in your lives. Be faithful, be true, be good, be generous be kind. I'm so glad we didn't seem to face the kind of temptations in those days that boys and girls face today.
"In any event, there were plenty of temptations and somehow we came through. I have searched my mind in vain, to try to think of a boy whom I knew in those days who did not remain faithful in the Church. That is a tremendous thing to say, when you realize that we had five deacons’ quorums in this ward. And everyone, in so far as I can recall, remained faithful throughout his life."
From a Regional Gathering to the Gathering in Zion the New Jerusalem

At some stage the regional gathering will need to give way to the Gathering as ‘one people’ to Zion the New Jerusalem. This will be essential to escape the desolations that will occur worldwide before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ as the following scriptures testify: 

D&C 42:8-9: “And inasmuch as ye shall find them that will receive you ye shall build up my church in every region until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may Gathered in One, that ye may be my people and I will be your God”

D&C 29:7-9: “And ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts. Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked. For the hour is nigh, and the day soon at hand when the earth is ripe; and all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that wickedness shall not be upon the earth.” 

D&C 45:65-69: “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you. And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God and the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion. And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety and there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” 

D&C 63:32-37: “I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; And the saints shall hardly escape; nevertheless I the Lord am with them…Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion…and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.”    

Moses 7: 60-62 extracts: “And the heavens shall shake, and also the earth; and great tribulations shall be among the children of men but my people will I preserve and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” 

The Prophet Joseph Smith also testified that the gathering together of all the Saints would be the means of saving them temporally: 
“In addition to all temporal blessings, there is no other way for the saints to be saved in these last days, than by the gathering as the concurrent testimony of all the Holy Prophets clearly proves…. It is also the concurrent testimony of all the prophets, that this gathering together of all the saints, must take place before the Lord comes to ‘take vengeance upon the ungodly’, and ‘to be glorified and admired by all those who obey the Gospel’. The fiftieth psalm, from the first to the fifth verse inclusive, describes the glory and majesty of that event.” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Page 183

Joseph also testified that without Zion as a place of deliverance the Saints would fall:

“Take away the Book of Mormon and the revelations, and where is our religion? We have none; for without Zion, and a place of deliverance, we must fall, because the time is near when the sun shall be darkened, and the moon turn to blood, and the stars fall from heaven, and the earth reel to and fro. Then, if this is the case, and if we are not sanctified and gathered to the places God has appointed, with all our former professions and our great love for the bible, we must fall; we cannot stand; we cannot be saved; for God will gather out his saints from the Gentiles, and then comes desolation and destruction, and none can escape except the pure in heart who are gathered.” Ibid page 71
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