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Scriptures Used in this Study.
Introduction

It is a commandment of the Lord for His people to be equal in their temporal affairs. It is part of the fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Equality will be brought about by the observance of the Law of Consecration under the direction of the United Order. This will need to wait for the redemption of Zion. 

However it is still important to understand the foundation principles that bring about equality as outlined in the Law of Consecration. The saints will then be prepared to live these principles when they are introduced. None will be exempt from the obligation to obey this law . 
This equality is based on an individual’s ‘wants and his needs, inasmuch as his wants are just’. It is also an equality based on ‘every man equal according to his family, according to his circumstances’. 
There is a massive inequality in the circumstances of members of the church today due to the various conditions under which they live. In the church there are those who are multi-millionaires and others who live below the so-called bread line. The law of Equality is the only way that the saints can permanently remove poverty from their midst. 

The Lord expects an egalitarian spirit to exist amongst His people. It is the desire of our loving Heavenly Father that all of His children should have equal opportunity in their temporal affairs. 
The Lord even states that if His people do not strive to be one in their economic condition “ye are not mine.”

D&C 38:24-27: “And let every man esteem his brother as himself….and again I say unto you, let every man esteem his brother as himself. For what man among you having twelve sons, and is no respecter of them, and they serve him obediently, and he saith unto the one: Be thou clothed in robes and sit thou here; and to the other: Be thou clothed in rags and sit thou there- and looketh upon his sons and saith I am just? Behold, this I have given unto you as a parable, and it is even as I am. I say unto you, be one; and if ye are not one ye are not mine.”

If members of the Church are not equal in economic circumstances, they cannot claim to be the special people of God. In this respect it is vital that members adopt the policy of making sure that their fellow saints have the same temporal blessings that they themselves enjoy. This is based on the fundamental Gospel Law “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them” (Matthew 7:12)

A lack of equality in earthly things affects the opportunity to receive Heavenly blessings.
D&C 78:5-6: That you may be equal in the bonds of Heavenly things, yea and earthly things also, for the obtaining of Heavenly things; for if ye are not equal in earthly things ye cannot be equal in obtaining Heavenly things.” 
Inequality in temporal matters also causes spiritual manifestations to be withheld. 
D&C 70:14: “Nevertheless, in your temporal things you shall be equal and this not grudgingly, otherwise the abundance of the manifestations of the spirit shall be withheld.” 

This status of equality in the material possessions of the saints needs to be matched by the feeling of equality in their social dealings and attitudes. Just as there is no room in the Gospel for pride from material wealth, likewise there is to be no pride or prestige resulting from cultural, social, business or spiritual abilities. Spiritual snobbishness or ‘better than thou’ attitudes resulting from position or ability are condemned by the Lord. 

Covetousness is the main cause of resistance to this law of God. The Lord warns of the consequences of an unwillingness to share wealth. Inequality is classified as a sin. ‘But it is not given one man should possess that which is above another, wherefore the world lieth in sin.’ (D&C 49:20)  
The Lord has promised to provide for His people through the principle of equality to be achieved through the rich assisting the poor:  
D&C 104:15-16: “Behold this is the way that I, the Lord, have decreed to provide for my saints, that the poor shall be exalted, in that the rich are made low.” 
It is when Zion is established with equality under the law of Consecration that the special relationship between God and His covenant people is fully established. 

D&C 42:9: “Until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on high, when the city of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may be gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God.” 
For a more comprehensive study on this subject see the study ‘Unity by the United Order, Law of Consecration and Stewardship.
See also the studies in the folder Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
The Law of Equality is a New and Everlasting Covenant

The Law of Equality is part of the United Order which is a New and Everlasting Covenant and therefore part of the fulness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
D&C 78:11-12: “Wherefore, a commandment I give unto you, to prepare and organize yourselves by a bond or Everlasting Covenant that cannot be broken.” 
D&C 82:11, 15-16: “Therefore, verily I say unto you, that it is expedient for my servants ………... be bound together by a bond and covenant that cannot be broken by transgression, except judgment shall immediately follow, in your several stewardships….”.
(15-16) “Therefore, I give unto you this commandment, that ye bind yourselves by this covenant, and it shall be done according to the laws of the Lord. Behold, here is wisdom also in me for your good.

D&C 82:20: “This order I have appointed to be an Everlasting Order unto you, and unto your successors, inasmuch as you sin not.” 

Equality through Consecration is a Law of God
D&C 51:9: “And let every man deal honestly and be alike among this people, and receive alike, that ye may be one, even as I have commanded you.” 
D&C 82:15 “Therefore I give unto you this commandment that ye bind yourselves by this covenant, and it shall be done according to the Laws of God…”
What is this Commandment? 
D&C 82:17: “And you are to be equal, or in other words, you are to have equal claims on the properties…. every man according to his wants and his needs, inasmuch as his wants are just.”

D&C 51:3: “Appoint unto this people their portions, every man equal according to his family, according to his circumstances and his wants and needs.”

.
Jacob taught his people of the need to share:

Jacob 2:17: “Think of your brethren like unto yourselves and be familiar with all and free with your substance, that they may be rich like unto you”.

The Lord explains how Equality is to be Achieved through Consecration and Stewardship
The Lord’s way of providing for His people is through the rich sharing their abundance with the poor. This is accomplished through compliance to the Law of Consecration. Those with an abundance are to share their means with the poor and needy. 
D&C 104:15-18: “And it is my purpose to provide for my saints, for all things are mine. But it must needs be done in mine own way; and behold this is the way that I, the Lord, have decreed to provide for my saints, that the poor shall be exalted, in that the rich are made low. For the earth is full, and there is enough to spare, yea, I prepared all things, and have given unto the children of men to be agents unto themselves. Therefore, if any man shall take of the abundance which I have made, and impart not his portion, according to the law of my gospel, unto the poor and the needy, he shall, with the wicked, lift up his eyes in hell, being in torment.”  
The Law of Consecration is a Celestial Law designed to remove poverty and bring about unity and equality amongst the Saints. To consecrate, is to set apart property, time and talents to the building up of the Kingdom of God and establishment of Zion. 

The Law of Consecration was first revealed as part of the Law of the Church to the Prophet Joseph Smith in Kirtland Ohio in 1831 as recorded in Section 42 of the Doctrine and Covenants. Under the Law of Consecration members are to consecrate all their possessions by deed as a legally binding contract to the Corporation of the Church. The deeds of the property of the family are handed over to the Bishopric who represents the Corporation of the Church in this agreement:

D&C 42:30-31: “And behold, thou wilt remember the poor, and consecrate of thy properties for their support that which thou hast to impart unto them, with a covenant and a deed which cannot be broken. And inasmuch as ye impart of your substance unto the poor, ye will do it unto me; and they shall be laid before the bishop of my church and his counsellors, two of the elders, or high priests, such as he shall appoint or has appointed and set apart for that purpose.” 

The members then receives back sufficient for their family’s needs by receiving a stewardship.
D&C 42:32: “And it shall come to pass, that after they are laid before the bishop of my church, and after that he has received these testimonies concerning the consecration of the properties of my church, that they cannot be taken from the church, agreeable to my commandments, every man shall be made accountable unto me, a steward over his own property, or that which he has received by consecration, as much as is sufficient for himself and family.” 
The part that is consecrated back to the family is called a “portion” and will be enough for the family to manage a home and their business. The portion is secured to the family by legal documents:

D&C 51:3-4: “Let my servant ………appoint unto this people their portions, every man equal according to his family, according to his circumstances and his wants and needs. And let my servant…when he shall appoint a man his portion, give unto him a writing that shall secure unto him his portion, that he shall hold it, even this right and this inheritance in the church, until he transgresses and is not accounted worthy by the voice of the church, according to the laws and covenants of the church, to belong to the church.” 
President Marion G Romney stated: 

“The United Order exalts the poor and humbles the rich. In the process both are sanctified. The poor, released from the bondage and humiliating limitations of poverty, are enabled as free men to rise to their full potential, both temporally and spiritually. The rich, by consecration and by imparting of their surplus for the benefit of the poor, not by constraint but willingly as an act of free will, evidence that charity for their fellowmen characterized by Mormon as “the pure love of Christ.”  ‘Is socialism the United Order’ by Marion G Romney April 1966 General Conference

It is the Bishop and his Counselors is to Bring About this Equality.
D&C 84:112: “And the bishop, Newel K. Whitney, also should travel round about and among all the churches searching after the poor to administer to their wants by humbling the rich and the proud.” 

The Lord hears the prayers of the poor and is no respecter of persons: 

D&C 38:16-17: “And for your salvation I give unto you a commandment, for I have heard your prayers, and the poor have complained before me and the rich have I made, and all flesh is mine, and I am no respecter of persons. And I have made the earth rich and behold it is my footstool.”

It requires the heart and a willing mind to accomplish the ideal of Equality:
2 Corinthians 8:12-14: “For if there first be a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye burdened; but by an equality that now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want, that their abundance also may be a supply for your want; that there may be equality. 
The Law of Equality- ‘All Things Common’                                            in Previous Dispensations

Whenever the Lord has introduced the Fulness of His Gospel in previous dispensations the Law of Equality through consecration has also been revealed as part of that Fulness. 
The Saints in Jerusalem had ‘All Things Common.’

Acts 2:43-45: “And fear came upon every soul; and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. And all that believed were together and had all things common; and sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.” 
Acts 4:32, 34-35: “Neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own, but they had all things common…...neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them…and laid them down at the apostles’ feet and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need” 

The Saviour Introduced Equality to the Nephites

3 Nephi 26:19-20: “And they taught and did minister one to another; and they had all things common among them, every man dealing justly one with another. And it came to pass that they did all things even as Jesus had commanded them.” 
4 Nephi 3: “And they had all things common among them; therefore there were not rich and poor, bond and free, but they were all made free, and partakers of the heavenly gift.”

In the Days of Enoch Poverty was Removed through living Zion’s Law 

Because of their righteousness the people of Enoch were taken into Heaven. 
Moses 7:18-19, 21: “And the Lord called His people Zion, because they were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them. And Enoch continued his preaching in righteousness unto the people of God. And it came to pass in his days, that he built a city that was called the City of Holiness, even Zion……and lo, Zion, in process of time, was taken up into Heaven. And the Lord said unto Enoch: Behold mine abode forever.” 
The Law of Equality will not be Required before the Redemption of Zion

D&C 105:34: “And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and her law be executed and fulfilled, after her redemption.” 

Equality is the Law of the Celestial Kingdom
As Saints learn to be equal in this life they are preparing themselves for the perfect equality of the Celestial Glory where Heavenly Father is willing to share all things with His children. 
The ideal of becoming ‘equal in earthly things’ will eventually be followed by  becoming ‘equal in the bonds of Heavenly things’. (See D&C 78:5-6) Some of the ‘Heavenly things’ in which the faithful are to be made equal in the Celestial Kingdom are given in scripture: 
D&C 76:95: “And He makes them equal in power, and in might, and in dominion.” 
D&C 88:107: “And the Saints shall be filled with His glory, and receive their inheritance and be made equal with Him.” 
D&C 84:38: “And he that receiveth my Father receiveth my Father’s Kingdom; therefore all that my Father hath shall be given unto him” 
The United Order given by the Lord in the Doctrine and Covenants is patterned after the Celestial Order and gives valuable insights into how the righteous will be made equal with their Heavenly Father. They will have equal claim on resources from the Heavenly storehouse that are available to all for growth and development in the Eternal World. 
Heavenly Father will provide access to all knowledge, power, dominion, strength, opportunity, wisdom, truth, materials and property that is required in an individual’s stewardship. Each will be required to make a contribution to the good of the whole Celestial Society, all to the Glory of their God.

Under the United Order members will receive a portion back from the Bishop sufficient for their wants and needs. Likewise in the Celestial Orb each will receive their portion: 

D&C 78:21-22: “For ye are the church of the Firstborn, and He will take you up in a cloud, and appoint every man his portion; and he that is faithful and wise steward shall inherit all things.” 

Additional Scriptures on Equality

Matthew 20:1-14: “For the Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And he went out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went their way. Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour and did likewise. And about the eleventh 
hour he went out, and found others standing idle, and saith unto them, ‘why stand ye here all the day idle?’ They say unto him, ‘Because no man hath hired us.’ He saith unto them, ‘Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive.’ 

So when even was come, the Lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, ‘Call the labourers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first.’ And when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received every man a penny. But when the first came, they supposed that they should have received more; and they likewise received every man a penny. And when they had received it, they murmured against the Goodman of the house, Saying, ‘These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat of the day.’ But he answered one of them, and said, ‘Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a penny? Take that thine is and go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto thee.’”

Alma 1:26: “And when the priests left their labor to impart the word of God unto the people, the people also left their labors to hear the word of God. And when the priest had imparted unto them the word of God they all returned again diligently unto their labors; and the priest, not esteeming himself above his hearers, for the preacher was no better than the hearer, neither was the teacher any better than the learner; and thus they were all equal, and they did all labor, every man according to his strength.”
The Lord Classifies Inequality as a Sin

The saints are restricted spiritually when they are not living the principle of Equality. The abundance of spiritual blessings are held back from members when their concentration centers on the personal accumulation of wealth instead of unity through equality. The Lord’s Law is founded upon the principle of equal opportunity without reluctance and resentment: 

D&C 49:19-20: “For behold, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air, and that which cometh of the earth is ordained for the use of man for food and for raiment, and that he might have in abundance. But it is not given that one man should possess that which is above another, wherefore the world lieth in sin.” 
The Lord warns of the consequences of not sharing wealth. 

D&C 56:14-16: “Behold, thus saith the Lord unto my people--you have many things to do and to repent of; for behold, your sins have come up unto me, and are not pardoned, because you seek to counsel in your own ways. And your hearts are not satisfied. And ye obey not the truth, but have pleasure in unrighteousness. Wo unto you rich men that will not give your substance to the poor, for your riches will canker your souls; and this shall be your lamentation in the day of visitation, and of judgment, and of indignation: The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and my soul is not saved.” 
The Lord also warns the poor that it is not their right to covet and forcibly obtain other men’s riches. All are admonished to labour for what they receive and curb their excessive desires:

D&C 56:17: “Wo unto you poor men, whose hearts are not broken, whose spirits are not contrite, and whose bellies are not satisfied, and whose hands are not stayed from laying hold upon other men’s goods, whose eyes are full of greediness, and who will not labour with your own hands!”
The Covenant of Equality is Broken through Covetousness

Being covetous is the opposite of the spirit of equality. 

D&C 104:4-6: “Therefore inasmuch as some of my servants have not kept the commandment, but have broken the covenant through covetousness, and with feigned words, I have cursed them with a sore and grievous curse. For I, the Lord, have decreed in my heart, that inasmuch as any man belonging to the order shall be found a transgressor, or, in other words, shall break the covenant with which ye are bound, he shall be cursed in his life, and shall be trodden down by whom I will; For I, the Lord, am not to be mocked in these things.”

D&C 104:52-53: “The covenants being broken through transgression, by covetousness and feigned words, therefore you are dissolved as a United Order with your brethren…..”
Are the same transgressions that caused the establishment of Zion to fail in the early days of the Church also preventing attempts by the church to redeem Zion in this day? 

Is the lack of desire to be obedient to the Law of Equality the main reason why Zion has not yet been redeemed?
D&C 105:2-5: “Behold, I say unto you, were it not for the transgressions of my people, speaking concerning the church and not individuals, they might have been redeemed even now. But behold, they have not learned to be obedient to the things which I require at their hands, but are full of all manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance as becometh saints, to the poor and afflicted among them; and are not united according to the union required by the Law of the Celestial Kingdom. And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom otherwise, I cannot receive her unto myself.”  

The acquisition and the coveting of wealth of that which is more than sufficient for one’s needs can lead to pride which in turn will inhibit the desire to be equal. 
President George Q Cannon of the First Presidency spoke of the effect that increasing wealth can have upon members of the church: 
“The time must come when we must obey that which has been revealed to us as the Order of Enoch, when there shall be no rich and no poor among the Latter-Day Saints; when wealth will not be a temptation; when every man will love his neighbour as he does himself; when every man and woman will labour for the good of all as much as for self. That day must come, and we may as well prepare our hearts for it, brethren, for as wealth increases I see more and more a necessity for the institution of such an order. As wealth increases, luxury and extravagance have more power over us. The necessity for such an order is very great, and God, undoubtedly, in his own time and way, will inspire his servant to introduce it among the people.” Journal of Discourses 15:207
Further Notes 
Notes taken from “A Scriptural Study of Equality and the United Order.”
“The United Order is a covenant based on the principle of equality and could be referred to as the ‘Covenant of Equality’. It is part of the Fulness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and its main purpose is to remove poverty and bring about unity and oneness amongst the people of God. It is patterned after the Order of Heaven and is sometimes called the Order of Enoch because of the example of Enoch in causing his people to abide this Order in the establishment of their Zion. The United Order reveals the system of society lived by the inhabitants of the Celestial world where God makes His children “equal in power, and in might, and in dominion.” (D&C 76:95)

After explaining in a parable the need for equality amongst the saints the Lord stated: “If ye are not one ye are not mine” (D&C 38:27) The Lord has commanded His people to be alike that they may have unity: “And let every man deal honestly, and be alike among this people, and receive alike, that ye may be one, even as I have commanded you.” (D&C 51:9). This equality and oneness required by the Lord can only be brought about through the United Order.

All who enter the United Order will be required to live the Law of Consecration whereby they dedicate all that they have to the Lord’s work for the building up of the Kingdom of God and the development of Zion. All material wealth and talents will be shared to the common good of the whole in accomplishing the quality of life enjoyed by the Nephites of old: 

4 Nephi: 3: “And they had all things common among them; therefore there were not rich and poor, bond and free, but they were all made free, and partakers of the Heavenly gift.” 
One of the principal aims of the United Order is to remove selfishness. The motivation for members of the Church to improve their abilities and talents is to be of service to their fellow man and not just for self-aggrandizement:
 D&C 82:18-19: “And all this for the benefit of the church of the living God, that every man may improve upon his talent, that every man may gain other talents, yea, even an hundred fold, to be cast into the Lord’s Storehouse, to become the common property of the whole church- Every man seeking the interest of his neighbour, and doing all things with an eye single to the Glory of God.” 

Talks and Quotes
President John Taylor commenting on the United Order said:

“I cannot conceive of anything more beautiful and Heavenly than a united brotherhood… where our time, our property, our talents, our mental and bodily powers are all exerted for the good of all; where no man grabs or takes advantage of another; where there is a common interest, a common purse, a common stock…” JD: 17:180
 ‘The Law of the Fast’ Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin April 2001 General Conference.
“As an Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, I have travelled the world testifying of Him. I come before you today to bear another witness—a witness to the suffering and need of millions of our Heavenly Father's children. Far too many in the world today—thousands upon thousands of families—experience want each day. They hunger. They ache with cold. They suffer from sickness. They grieve for their children. They mourn for the safety of their families. These people are not strangers and foreigners but children of our Heavenly Father. 
They are our brothers and our sisters. They are "fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God.” Their fervent prayers ascend to Heaven pleading for respite, for relief from suffering. At this very hour on this very day, some members even in our Church are praying for the miracle that would allow them to surmount the suffering that surrounds them. If, while we have the means to do so, we do not have compassion for them and spring to their aid, we are in danger of being among those the prophet Moroni spoke of when he said, "Behold, ye do love money, and your substance, and your fine apparel. . . more than ye love the poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted.” Mormon 8:37 END
There is great variance in the income levels of members of the Church scattered throughout the world today.” When the Law of Equality is restored through consecration and stewardship these imbalances will be removed:

D&C 42:39: “For it shall come to pass, that which I spake by the mouths of my prophets shall be fulfilled; for I will consecrate of the riches of those who embrace my gospel among the Gentiles unto the poor of my people who are of the house of Israel.” 

Hugh Nibley wrote concerning the need for the introduction the Law of Consecration and Stewardship to bring about equality in the church:  

 “Breakthroughs I would Like to See” by Hugh Nibley: 8 Nov 1984 Ancient Studies B.Y.U
“I would like to see it happen …. because I have covenanted to keep it and I would like to be able to do so”
“One thing that gives top priority to the Law of Consecration is that no one is excused from observing it.”
D&C 70:9-10: “Behold, this is what the Lord requires of every man in his stewardship, even as I, the Lord, have appointed or shall hereafter appoint unto any man. And behold, none are exempt from this law who belong to the church of the living God.”
D&C 72:15: “Thus it cometh out of the church, for according to the law every man that cometh up to Zion must lay all things before the bishop in Zion.”
“Another reason for acceptance of the Law of Consecration without delay is that such a treasure should no longer lie unclaimed.”

“Most pressing of all is the disturbing awareness that God is not mocked. He has been good enough to reveal these things to us from Heaven and there is only one alternative to living up to every covenant-that is to be in the power of Satan, whose purpose is “to deceive and to blind men, and to lead them captive at his will, even as many as would not hearken to my voice.” (Moses 4:4) ……Speaking to those who paid lip service to the Law of Consecration while seeking personal gain the Lord reminds us, “For I, the Lord, am not to be mocked in these things” (D&C 104:6)

Another disturbing thing is that I cannot put off fulfilling my part of the agreement.
D&C 78:1-4: “1 The Lord spake unto Joseph Smith, Jun., saying: Hearken unto me, saith the Lord your God, who are ordained unto the high priesthood of my church, who have assembled yourselves together; And listen to the counsel of Him who has ordained you from on high, who shall speak in your ears the words of wisdom, that salvation may be unto you in that thing which you have presented before me, saith the Lord God.

For verily I say unto you, the time has come, and is now at hand; and behold, and lo, it must needs be that there be an organization of my people, in regulating and establishing the affairs of the storehouse for the poor of my people, both in this place and in the land of Zion—

For a permanent and everlasting establishment and order unto my church, to advance the cause, which ye have espoused, to the salvation of man, and to the glory of your Father who is in heaven.”
The Law of Consecration is inseparable from the Law of God, the Law of obedience, and the Law of sacrifice which the saints have already accepted.”

“Can it for any reason be postponed? No! Those who have failed to keep it here and now are denounced” (quotes D&C 104:4) ….Why on earth would anyone want to disregard it after accepting the gospel and bidding farewell to the ways of the world? The answer through ‘covetousness and feigned words’ unable to give up their habits of greed….”

“And consider this, I am not free to lay out my own plans or justify special routines as the equivalent of keeping the Law of Consecration. Every attempt at rationalization fails; the plain fact is that I have promised to keep a law and to keep it now. I know exactly what I am supposed to consecrate, exactly how, exactly why, exactly when, and exactly where.”

“The express purpose of the Law of Consecration is the building up of Zion; it is God’s plan for doing that and His alone.”

“The conditions of sharing demanded by the Lord can only be satisfied by complete equality, a point which is ceaselessly repeated” Hugh Nibley: “Breakthroughs I would like to see” 8 Nov 1984 Ancient Studies B.Y.U

‘Doctrines of the Kingdom’ by Hyrum L Andrus vol 3. 1979
Pages 271/272: “The revelation which instructed Joseph Smith to organize the united order spoke of the objectives of union and equality that the system would achieve. (D&C 78:4) These ideas are in some respects inseparable. Though some measure of equality can exist without union, there can be no free and open union among men without equality, for the distinction created by inequalities, to the degree they exist, militate against brotherly union. Economic equality was necessary, Orson Pratt stressed, or the inhabitants of Zion never would “be one.” 

Another revelation which related these two great ideals declared that unless the saints were one on the basis of temporal equality, they were not truly the Lord’s people. It said (Quotes D&C 38:24-27 see page 2)

To be one required temporal and spiritual union. But the standard of union and equality was not to be a smothering one, but an enlightened and uplifting one. And in the united order, temporal union was a means of achieving the greater and more exalting spiritual union that the saints could acquire by receiving light and truth of God’s glory…...
A revelation therefore explained that the United Order was given that the saints might “be equal in the bonds of Heavenly things, yea and earthly things also, for the obtaining of Heavenly things; for if ye are not equal in earthly things ye cannot be equal in obtaining Heavenly things.” It then added “For if ye are not equal in earthly things, ye cannot be equal in obtaining heavenly things, for if you will that I give unto you a place in the Celestial world, you must prepare yourselves by doing the things which I have commanded you and required of you” D&C 78:5-7
Of the two kinds of equality, temporal and spiritual, the greatest benefits were to be derived from the spiritual. These benefits pertained to man’s acquisition of the gifts and endowments of the Holy Ghost, and ultimately, of the fulness of God’s glory and power. The Saints therefore were to center primary attention upon achieving this union.  “Nevertheless, in your temporal things you shall be equal and this not grudgingly, otherwise the abundance of the manifestations of the spirit shall be withheld.” D&C 70:14 On the basis that the Saints would comply with this prerequisite, among others, Zion would be endowed with glory in the last days.

In recognizing the values of equality, Joseph Smith was aware that numerous social disorders have their basis in economic inequality. “It is not given that one man should possess that which is above another, a revelation declared, “wherefore the world lieth in sin.” Book of Mormon prophets evidenced a similar awareness and sought diligently to eliminate inequalities among their people. (See Mosiah 29:32, Alma 4:12-15; Alma 16:15-16; 3 Nephi 6:12-14; 4 Nephi.) The Nephite scripture warns that class distinction resulting from economic inequality breed conflict and militate against true peace and union among men.” 
Pages 273/274 “The Equality and Oneness of the Saints” by Orson Pratt 
Elder Orson Pratt spoke of the effect of inequality of wealth in the world generally. 

“An inequality in riches lays a foundation for pride, and many other evils. A family who are rich can build comfortable house, purchase inheritances, and fine carriages, clothe themselves in splendid attire, and educate their children in every branch of useful learning: while those who are poor labour and toil from morning until evening to procure a scanty substance; their families are coarsely clad, their children are not so highly educated. These opposite circumstances produce distinctions; the rich family do not feel to associate with the same degree of familiarity, with the poor as they do with the rich; the sons and daughters of the rich seek for companions among those that are wealthy, the poor feel themselves slighted and feel envious because they are not rich. 

Besides the great inequalities in regard to the actual comforts of life, it produces great inequalities in education, in the social circle, in marriage associations, and in almost every other respect. Hence an inequality in property is the root and foundation of innumerable evils; it tends to division, and to keep asunder the social feelings that should exist among the people of God. It is the great barrier erected by the devil to prevent that unity and oneness which the Gospel requires; it is the root of all evil. 
Riches are not a curse, but they are a great blessing; it is inequality in riches that is a great curse. God has made all the riches of the earth, and all the riches of all worlds. ……He has made the earth exceedingly rich; He has given man dominion over all these things; the more His people enjoy of these things the better He is pleased………. But these blessings (riches) have become a great curse to man, because they have been unequally possessed. We again repeat the word of the Lord to this Church: ‘But it is not given one man should possess that which is above another, wherefore the world lieth in sin.’ (D&C 49:20)  
Unequal possession of that which God has made for the benefit of His children is a sin. All nations, kindreds, and people, are in sin because of this inequality. The Saints are still in sin so far as they approve of this unequal possession; and we shall remain in sin until we make exertions to put this inequality away from us. We must me one, not only one in heavenly riches, but one in earthly riches.” END

Page 274: “But speaking of the more complete program of union Brigham Young said: “We are not of one heart and mind until we are one in all temporal things as well as in things. spiritual.” JD V111 page 331
Complete unity required a union of property, rather than an equal division of property among the saints. “No equality can be bought about by dividing property; the Lord never intended such an order of things,” Orson Pratt observed “It is not a division of property that is going to bring about a oneness among the latter Day Saints in temporal things, but it is a union of property, that all the properties may be united (by the act of consecration) and considered belonging to the Lord and to every individual in the whole church, as joint heirs with Him, or as His stewards.” (JD V11 p 100) See also “The Equality and Oneness of the Saints” Orson Pratt pp 293-294. 
Page 275: “With all the property centred in Christ, and each man a steward over a portion of the Lord’s possessions and a joint heir of the whole, Orson Pratt explained that there would be “one common interest among the saints” Revelations from the lord to Joseph Smith therefore declared that by establishing the order of Zion the saints would be gathered together “in one”. (D&C 42:9, 36) To the unifying influences which the Holy Spirit produced in their lives would be added the power of common economic interests and motives, and the consolidating effects which the mechanical operations of the system would produce. Only then would the saints truly be the Lord’s people.” (D&C 38:27; 42:9, 51:9)
Page 275/276: “The Saints were required first to consecrate their possessions to God. By this action, Orson Pratt pointed out, they were placed in a state of equality, owning nothing.”    (JD 11 98-100) for all consecrated property then belonged to the Lord.”……..As heirs in Zion, the Saints were made stewards over the Lord’s property; and in receiving their stewardships each man was to be made “equal according to his family….his circumstances and his wants and needs. (D&C 51:3) Here as indicated the ideal of equality was applied according to these general criteria. Since all stewardships belonged to God, Orson Pratt observed that in this respect also ach man in the system would be on “a perfect equality with his brother”. (JD 11 98-100) 

Page 276/277: “Those who had but little to consecrate were also to be made stewards according to the above principles. Several revelations made reference to the fact that the Saints were to consecrate their wealth to God for the benefit of the poor. (D&C 42:30-31, 34, 37, 39, 71; D&C 56:16; 58:8, 11; 72:12; 78:3; 82:12; 83:6; 104:16; 18; 105:3.) 

Properly understood, these statements designated how the great ideals of economic justice and equality were to be achieved. Having observed that bishops were to administer the surplus of the several stewardships, a revelation said of that surplus: “Wherefore, it is the property of the Lord, and it is for the poor of the church to be administered according to the law, for it is the will of the Lord that the church should be made equal in all things” (unpublished revelation to Joseph Smith Jan 7, 1832.) By each man consecrating his wealth to God and receiving a stewardship according to the laws of the system, all men were to be made equal in economic matters.”
Page 280/1: “To the ideal of equality, the revelation which instructed Joseph Smith to organize the United Order added the great objective of making the Saints independent economically, as individuals and as a people. Referring to the divine program to be established, the Lord said “Behold, this is preparation wherewith I prepare you, and the foundation…. that through my providence….the church may stand independent above all creatures beneath the Celestial world.” D&C 78:13-14. ………….      “The Prophet taught that only in a system founded upon the principle of mutual consent where free and mature men unite together and give equal consideration to the rights of each other, could the goal of true independence in economic matters be achieved. There was therefore a direct relationship between the ideals of equality, union and independence, and the way they were to be attained. True independence could be achieved only in a system of equality and union and on the basis that every man esteemed his brother as himself.” ……….
Equality and union laid the foundation for man to be truly independent in his sphere of existence, temporally and also spiritually.”
Page 283: “In Baptism the saints accepted the law of Christ to love their neighbor as themselves and to respect the interests of others as their own. In the covenant of consecration, this obligation applied directly to the economic sphere in that the saints consecrated their wealth to God so that all became heirs of God and an economic order established in which every man continually had an equal opportunity to acquire and enjoy the material blessings of the earth. In this way they loved their neighbour, economically as themselves.”

Book “Building the City of God” Leonard J Arrington

Page 16/17: After quoting D&C 42:30-32 on the Law of Consecration and Stewardship: 

“The redistribution of wealth was designed to place all family heads on an equal economic footing, considering their respective family obligations, circumstances, needs, and “just wants”. The Law of Consecration and Stewardship was thus a leveler, designed to bring about a condition of relative temporal equality among the early converts to the church, for according to another1831 doctrine “It is not given that one man should possess that which is above another, wherefore the world lieth in sin.” (D&C 49:20) The system aimed at equality in consumption but not in the capital controlled or managed by individuals. Men were to be given responsibilities proportionate to their needs, circumstances, and capacities. The system was intended to dispose, once and for all, of the problem of charity by giving the poor a stewardship over sufficient property to provide for their own wants.

Once the Saints had been placed on an equitable economic footing, the equality was to be maintained by requiring family heads to consecrate annually all their surplus production to the storehouse provided by the bishop for this purpose. This surplus (or residue, as it was called) was to be used primarily to distribute to those who for one reason or another-perhaps unseasonal arrival, illness, improvidence, or misfortune-failed to produce sufficiently to provide for the needs and just wants of their families. The surplus was also to be used to provide for special church expenditures, such as for publications, temples, and education, and to finance the stewards who needed funds for improvement and expansion. The wording of the revelation was as follows. 
D&C 42:33-36: “And again, if there shall be properties in the hands of the church, or any individuals of it, more than is necessary for their support after this first consecration, which is a residue to be consecrated unto the bishop, it shall be kept to administer to those who have not, from time to time, that every man who has need may be amply supplied and receive according to his wants. Therefore, the residue shall be kept in my storehouse, to administer to the poor and the needy, as shall be appointed by the High Council of the church, and the Bishop and his council; and for the purpose of purchasing lands for the public benefit of the church, and building houses of worship, and building up of the New Jerusalem which is hereafter to be revealed-that my covenant people may be gathered in one in that day when I shall come to my temple. And this I do for the salvation of my people.”

This annual consecration of the social surplus to the church for redistribution to the poor was a device to insure continued (relative) temporal equality; it was also a means by which the church would control investment and insure that the social surplus was used for purposes that the church felt were necessary and desirable. It mitigated against luxurious living and against competitive expansion. If the surplus was adequate, it also insured primacy to those investment projects in which the church was most interested.”
See also the following article:  “Consecration” A Discourse by Elder Orson Pratt, Delivered in the Tabernacle, Great Salt Lake City, September 10, 1854. Reported by G. D. Watt. https://jod.mrm.org/2/96  
Scriptures Used in this Study.
Doctrine and Covenants: D&C 38:16-17; 38:24-27; 42:9; 42:30-31; 42:32; 42:39; 49:19-20; 51:3-4; 51:9; 56:14-16; 56:17; 70:9-10; 70:14; 72:16; 76:95; 78:1-4; 78:5-6; 78:11-12;   78:21-22; D&C 82:11, 15-16; 82:17; 82:18-19; 82:20; 84:38; 84;112;  88:107; 104:4-6; 104:15-18; 104:52-53; 105:2-5; 105:34.  
Book of Mormon: Jacob 2:17; Alma 1:26; 3 Nephi 26:19-20; Mormon 8:37; 4 Nephi 3: 
New Testament: Matthew 7:12; Matthew 20:1-14; Acts 2:43-45; 4:32, 34-35; 2 Corinthians 8:12-14. 
Pearl of Great Price: Moses 4:4; 7:18-19, 21.
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