Disasters in the World Affect Members of the Church
Members of the Church who are scattered throughout the world are naturally affected by any disasters or tribulations that occur in the areas where they live. They suffer just the same as the rest of society, whether they reside in a stake or district of the church. The following are some examples of members being caught up in disasters in their area in recent years. These members live within the jurisdiction of the stakes of the church. 

See the studies in the folders
 Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering 

Second Coming/Destructions
Church makes buildings available for shelter, provides aid as California fires destroy member homes. Deseret News Jan 10, 2025

Hundreds of members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have evacuated and more than two dozen families have lost homes to California wildfires. 
About 1,000 church members evacuated and 30 families lost their homes, according to an update provided Friday evening by the Church.

Meetinghouses of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints also have been made available for community staging and shelter.

Coronavirus
Church News 14 April 2020: How NYC Church leaders are helping Latter-Day Saints navigate through COVID-caused illnesses, job losses and deaths

Woodside New York Stake President Jason Glass

On March 12, President Glass suddenly became ill. “For 11 days, I was sick and in bed with respiratory issues, a high temperature, coughing, aches and pains and everything you read about that comes with the coronavirus.” His wife, Kristina, and their daughter battled similar bouts. They’re all feeling quite a bit better, although Kristina Glass still can’t taste or smell anything. While never officially diagnosed with COVID-19 because of local testing limitations, the Glass family is almost assuredly numbered among the tens of thousands of New York City residents to have been infected by the disease — including many Latter-day Saints. Scores of members have been or are currently sick. A few have died. And many more have lost jobs or have been furloughed.
“We’ve been hit hard,” added Brooklyn New York Stake President Robert Shull. “We’ve had four people who have passed away, have more than 50 people who have been diagnosed and have probably another 100 or more people who have symptoms without being formally diagnosed.” Meanwhile, the two Spanish-language units from the New York New York Stake, which stretches across the borough of Manhattan, have been severely impacted by the pandemic. “We’ve had about 25 confirmed cases, and probably three times that number unconfirmed,” said President Colin Cropper. “Some are still sick, but many others have made it through.” Two members of the New York New York Stake have died from coronavirus. END

Deseret News 23 Mar 2020:— The first Utahn to die from COVID-19 attended the Bountiful Utah Temple last week before succumbing to the virus on Sunday, according to a spokeswoman for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Birmingham Alabama Temple president dies of COVID-19 Church News 6 Sept 2020

President Gary W. Pettus, the Birmingham Alabama Temple President, died Saturday, Sept. 5, after fighting COVID-19. He was 70 years old
First LDS missionary known to have died of COVID-19 was a beloved Utah teacher 19 Apr 2020 News Break
“The first missionary for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints known to have died of the coronavirus is Allen Dee Pace, from Willard, Utah. Pace, who contracted COVID-19 while serving a senior mission in the Detroit area, was a much-appreciated retired theater teacher at Bear River High School in Garland.”
Members Lose Homes in California Fire
10 Oct 2017 Deseret News

SALT LAKE CITY — Three Mormon meetinghouses in Northern California became shelters Monday for victims of the ferocious infernos that blazed through Wine Country on, killing 10 people and displacing tens of thousands.

One of the most destructive wildfire days in California history caused the loss of an estimated 1,500 homes and other buildings, including the homes of 30 members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, according to local church leaders.

The fires had posed a significant threat to the California Santa Rosa Mission office and the Santa Rosa LDS Institute building, and the fires burned near three meetinghouses in the city, said Rick Koph, a local LDS spokesman. The area around the Peterson Lane building was evacuated and members who attended there Sunday had suffered devastating loses in the Coffey Park area of Santa Rosa. Flames destroyed block after block of the sub-division.

The Los Angeles Times published stunning side-by-side photos of the Coffey Park neighborhood. Every home and tree in the typical suburban area is burned to the ground. At least four homes of members were lost here in the inferno while other members kept watch after being evacuated.

LDS Church members lost 21-25 homes in Santa Rosa, Ampuero said. Another eight lost homes in Napa, according to a text from David Brown, a local church spokesman. Several more lost homes in each of the Ukiah and Auburn LDS stakes, according to the stake presidents. "Most members displaced or evacuated have gone to two of our buildings in Santa Rosa," Ampuero said.”
Paradise Camp Fire hits Latter-day Saint families hard, destroys Church Meetinghouses Deseret News 9 Nov 2018 

“Most or all of our members have lost their homes — I know I’ve lost two homes,” said Bishop Harrison, who presides over the Paradise 1st Ward, Chico California Stake.
Meanwhile, both meetinghouses in Paradise were reportedly destroyed.
Mormon leader, his wife and daughter among 410 killed in Ecuador quake Deseret News 18 Apr 2016
“The number killed by Saturday's earthquake in Ecuador and its aftershocks grew Monday night to 413. Counted among them are a local LDS Church leader, his wife and his youngest daughter.

A total of six members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have died and five more are injured, according to a news release posted Monday on Mormon Newsroom's Ecuador page.

The release said a dozen LDS chapels sustained extensive damage in Saturday's major, 7.8-magnitude earthquake, which injured more than 2,000 people. Most of the 413 deaths were in and around the city of Portoviejo, NBC News reported.

Five of the six Latter-day Saints killed were members of the church's Portoviejo Stake, Monday's news release said. The release did not provide any other details about the deaths.

The sixth Mormon killed was a member of the faith's Manta Stake, where the release said five church members were injured.”

21 Apr 2016 Deseret News: “The death toll includes at least 11 members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, according to an updated news release issued Thursday.”
Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines 
Typhoon Yolanda/Haiyan made landfall in the central Philippines on Friday, Nov. 8 2013. Published: Saturday, Dec. 7, 2013
“The Church has confirmed that 38 members of the Taclaban Philippines Stake died when Typhoon Yolanda/Haiyan made landfall in the central Philippines on Friday, Nov. 8, according to a Church welfare report. Seven Latter-day Saints remain missing.

The Philippines emergency management agency reports that 5,500 people are confirmed dead, more than 26,000 are injured and more than 1,700 are still missing as search and rescue efforts continue. All missionaries are safe.

The storm damaged 62 Church buildings, according to the welfare report. A total of 29 meetinghouses continue to be used as evacuation centers for 987 individuals. Two transient bishops have been called to provide support to evacuees from hard hit areas.”
Response to Typhoon Haiyan 1 March 2014 Church News
“Typhoon Haiyan struck the central Philippines on Nov. 8, destroying more than 1.1 million homes. The deadliest typhoon on record in the country, the storm left more than 6,100 people dead, injured 28,000 and displaced 4.1 million. Some 1,785 people remain missing.

After the disaster, in which 42 Latter-day Saints died, the Church sent relief supplies and partnered with local and international relief organizations to assist with food, shelter, water purification, debris removal and livelihood restoration projects.”

Missionary who lost parents, siblings in typhoon benefits from Utah Fundraiser, KFL 19 Nov 2013:
Sister Bendoy lost her parents, siblings and house to Typhoon Haiyan.

Nine of Bendoy's immediate family members were killed by the storm. She is temporarily living in Manilla with her two surviving siblings after returning home a month early from her mission for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

After hearing about Bendoy's situation from his sister's email, Cameron Manwaring decided to find a productive way to help his sister's first companion in the Philippines Bacolod Mission. His fundraiser on Micro Giving was shared on social media and exceeded its $5,000 goal within 24 hours of its creation on Monday.

"This sister gave everything that she had to be able to serve a mission, and so she doesn’t have finances and her parents are gone and her home is gone," he said. "Basically within one week of returning from her mission, she just doesn’t have anything.”
Half of LDS homes in Tonga Destroyed or Damaged by Brutal Cyclone Deseret News 15 Jan 2014

NUKU'ALOFA, TONGA — Half of the homes of members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in the path of a violent tropical cyclone that struck Tonga over the weekend were destroyed or damaged, according to a church release.

Tropical Cyclone Ian lashed the island kingdom over the weekend with winds that reached 178 mph, making it a Category 5 storm — the most destructive. The cyclone ripped through the Ha'apai island chain, destroying most of the homes in some areas, the Associated Press reported.”
See also https://news-nz.churchofjesuschrist.org/article/volcano-erupts-in-tonga-triggering-tsunami-waves-flooding-and-falling-ash
Mormon Meetinghouse Demolished by Joplin Tornado Deseret News 23 May 2011

JOPLIN, Mo. — With Joplin the hardest-hit area affected by Sunday's string of tornadoes sweeping through the Midwest, all Mormon missionaries in the area are safe and accounted for, with no LDS Church members reported among the initial fatalities.

However, the Joplin Missouri stake center — a large meetinghouse accommodating several local congregations of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints — was demolished in what local officials have called a "once in a generation event."
"Even though several members of the church lost their homes in the disaster, initial assessments indicate that members are accounted for, and only a few of them require hospitalization at this time," said President Matthew G. Montague, first counselor in the Joplin stake presidency.

At least 90 fatalities have been confirmed in the Joplin area, a city of 50,000 located 160 miles south of Kansas City. More deaths are expected to be reported as emergency personnel continued to sift through the destruction and debris Monday.

An EF-4 tornado — the second-strongest class — with winds of 200 mph cut a 6-mile-wide swatch Sunday through Joplin, uprooting some 2,000 structures.

Creed R. Jones, Joplin stake president, was featured on CNN in a touching interview about his tornado experience, having left the graduation with his family in several vehicles separated by the storm. His home was one of the dozen LDS houses destroyed by the tornado……..The homes of at least 10 member families in Joplin were destroyed; dozens more were damaged.

Comfort' amid increasing Disasters Deseret News 10 April 2010
PROVO, Utah -- More Mormons have died from natural disasters since September than in the previous 10 years combined, said the manager of Humanitarian Emergency Response for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. "It's been a turbulent six months," Nate Leishman said April 5 at the annual International Society conference at BYU. Natural disasters are indeed increasing but involvement in efforts such as the U.S. Navy's Operation Continuing Promise 2009 improves the church's capacity for responding to emergencies.

Last year, the LDS Church provided 60 percent of both supplies and volunteer labor to the USNS Comfort, a U.S. Navy medical ship that visited seven countries on a four-month humanitarian mission. "It's turned out to be a great thing, and we're going to continue it again this year," Leishman said. Because of his job, Leishman is constantly asked whether disasters are increasing around the world. He showed a graph detailing "a sharp increase in all disasters" over the past 100 years, with floods having the most significant spike.

Some of the increase can be attributed to better reporting and greater coastline populations, Leishman said. But it's also a sign of the times. "Probably the biggest reason we know of is we live in the last days and we know this will be a part of our lives," he said.

The past six months, he said, have been particularly devastating. The LDS Church has recently responded to flooding in the Northeast; earthquakes in Chile, Haiti and Indonesia; a tsunami in Samoa; typhoons in the Philippines; and civil unrest in Zimbabwe. "We're really responding to something almost every day somewhere around the world," Leishman said.

Twenty-four church members died in the Samoa tsunami and 42 in the Haiti earthquake, which Leishman called "the biggest disaster in modern history." Most Mormons in Port-Au-Prince lost their homes and many were injured, he said. The ongoing needs in Haiti are shelter, clean water, food, medical care and sanitation.
Chilean Quake  Deseret News 1 Mar 2010 

While continuing its limited local relief efforts in quake-shaken Chile, LDS Church leaders there and in Utah are determining the extent of additional assistance in the aftermath of Saturday's magnitude-8.8 earthquake.

Early fatality reports indicate three members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints died in the wake of the quake and ensuing tsunami. More than a half-million LDS members reside in Chile.

An estimated 2 million people reportedly have been affected by the quake, with some 500,000 homes suffering considerable damage. Dozens of aftershocks — some registering as high as 6.9 on the Richter scale — have continued to rumble through the country and rattle already-panicked Chileans.
Earthquake in Chile: Deseret News 12 July 2010: A deadly magnitude 8.8 temblor rattled the central coast of Chile, claiming hundreds of lives and displacing thousands. Latter-day Saints were counted among the victims. Seven were killed in the disaster and more than 400 LDS families had to leave their homes.
Haiti Earthquake Church News 23 Jan 2010
From the Dominican Republic, Bennie Lilly, Caribbean area welfare manager for the church, reported Friday that the need in Haiti is "tremendous." The LDS Church is sheltering more than 5,000 people — both members and non-members — in nine Haiti chapels. As aid workers travel from chapel to chapel passing out basics such as food, water, shelter and medical supplies, thousands more reach out to them, begging for help.

He said that during the day, people go into the streets to try to find relatives and meet their basic needs, then, in the evening, they assemble at any of nine LDS meetinghouses in the quake-affected region in and around Port-au-Prince.

The buildings have been a refuge for some 5,000 people, he said. Only 20 to 30 percent are Church members, he estimated, explaining that in the Haitian culture, one person fortunate enough to have a job might be the sole financial support for a number of people, including family and friends.

LDS efforts are being coordinated with those of a number of other organizations, such as Healing Hands for Haiti, Food for the Poor, CARE and Islamic Relief.

About 20 Church members have lost their lives, Brother Lilly said, including a man who was airlifted out for hospital care in the Dominican Republic and succumbed to his injuries. His wife and children had perished earlier.

Brother Lilly said it is "a huge, emotional, impactful experience" for rescue workers. He told of one Church physical facilities employee who soon after the disaster spent five days visiting the Church meetinghouse sites to assess damage. He reported seeing bodies on sidewalks and roads.

"We brought him back into the office the day before yesterday," Brother Lilly recounted. "I walked into his office and looked into his eyes. You could just see the pain that he was feeling. I didn't even speak to him. I just came up to him and put my arms around him. We shed tears together, hugging each other."

30 Jan 2010 Church News 
Port-au-Prince Haiti Stake For the second week, the number of Church members affected remained consistent — 20 deaths, several hundred injured and countless others missing and unaccounted for. 
El Salvador flooding Church News 10 Nov 2009
“Torrential rains across El Salvador triggered floods and mudslides over the weekend of Sunday Nov. 8, killing at least 130 people including four members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, according to a Church welfare report, but all Mormon missionaries are safe. In addition, between 16 and 18 Latter-day Saints are missing and presumed dead.
The rainfall was caused by a low-pressure system, which was linked indirectly to Hurricane Ida. The areas around San Salvador and the central province of San Vicente were hit hardest by the rainfall, setting off a mudslide near Verapaz that killed dozens of people and destroyed more than 300 homes.”    
LDS among 240 dead in Philippine Storm Deseret News 25 Sept 2009

MANILA, Philippines — At least 24 members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are among the more than 200 dead after tropical storm Ketsana scythed across the northern Philippines over the weekend, church officials said. Overwhelmed rescue crews today confirmed the deaths of at least 240 people from the Philippine capital of Manila and its surrounding towns. The storm, which dumped more than a month's worth of rain in 12 hours, damaged 15 LDS Church meetinghouses in the region, according to church spokesman Cody Craynor.
Church update on Pacific Earthquake and Tsunami Crisis         LDS Newsroom 3 Oct 2009

Following the devastating earthquake and resulting tsunami in the central Pacific, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is determining a response from church headquarters in Salt Lake City while local relief efforts are underway. According to news reports, more than 150 people have died in Samoa, American Samoa and Tonga.  Church reports indicate that 26 members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have died. Some 22 were in Samoa and four were in American Samoa. 
Hurricane Katrina Church News 3 Sept 2005
“In Hurricane Katrina's aftermath, more than 1 million people — including thousands of Church members from numerous stakes in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama — have been displaced from their homes and will not be able to return for months.

The hurricane, which killed hundreds and caused what insurers estimate may be $25 billion of damage throughout the United States' Gulf Coast, is being called one of the worst natural disasters in U.S. history.”
Post-Katrina: Most Church Members Counted, Volunteers Pour In September 2005

“In the Slidell Louisiana Stake, two families are missing. As for the Gulfport Mississippi Stake, all members have been contacted except for those of the Waveland Ward. As of Thursday, September 8, 60 percent of members in the Waveland Ward had been contacted, with two confirmed deaths. As for Church-property damage, repairs are already in progress on meetinghouses that sustained minor storm damage. Six other meetinghouses sustained significant damage from wind and rain: two in the Gulfport stake, three in the New Orleans stake, and two in the Slidell stake.”
Katrina: Church News 1 Jan 2009 http://www.ldschurchnews.com/articles/56376/Sugar-Bowl-trip-includes-time-for-worship.html
A unit of the New Orleans Louisiana Stake, the branch, located on St. Charles Avenue, three miles west of the Superdome, is still recovering from the effects of Hurricane Katrina, which devastated the city in August 2005. According to Brother Van Dam, two wards and a branch totalling nearly 700 members were reduced to a single branch of fewer than 200 because of the effects of the storm.

"Two of the buildings were destroyed and most of the members were displaced," he said. "They took three congregations and consolidated them into one branch."
Members of the Church Suffer from Violence

Police arrest wife of homicide suspect, say killings of West Jordan couple weren’t random Deseret News 20 April 2020 LDS Couple murdered had 3 children under age of 4
WEST JORDAN — A primary suspect was named Monday in the shooting deaths of a West Jordan couple.

Police announced Monday afternoon they are looking for Albert Enoch Johnson, 31, of West Jordan, in connection with the killing of Tony Butterfield, 31, and Katherine Butterfield, 30.

“We do believe the Butterfields were absolute true victims,” Holt said. “They did not have any role in this. We don't believe there was any criminal activity going on their part or anything like that. Just a terrible situation. Horrific.”

The bodies of the Butterfields were found early Saturday at their home, 3277 W. 6920 South. A neighbor called police after hearing gunshots and a woman screaming about 1:15 a.m., according to police. Tony Butterfield’s body was found in the backyard and his wife’s just inside the doorway. Police have not said if each person was shot more than once.

The Butterfields’ three children, all under the age of 4, were also home at the time. They were not injured. It was not known if the children saw or heard anything that morning.

Investigators believe Albert Johnson forced his way into the Butterfields’ house and a confrontation ensued. “We do believe this was a home invasion,” Holt said. “He was not a welcome guest there.”

He was armed with a gun and the Butterfields tried to defend themselves with a knife from the house, Holt said. As of Monday, police had not found the gun. Holt said the investigation has been hard on police as well as the Butterfield family because of its tragic nature and young children involved.

Family members of the couple described them as “incredible Christ-like, kind, happy and loving parents, children, siblings and friends.” The Butterfields were active members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. (See picture of the couple murdered)
https://www.deseret.com/utah/2020/4/20/21228764/west-jordan-murders-suspect-victims-tony-butterfield-katherine-butterfield-mormon-lds
see also Deseret News 17 Aug 2020: ‘Woman dies after being stabbed, thrown from car she was driving on I-15, UHP says’ https://www.deseret.com/utah/2020/8/17/21371996/woman-dies-after-being-stabbed-thrown-from-car-she-was-driving-on-i-15-uhp-says 

This woman was a kind thoughtful LDS member trying to help someone.
Hurricane Eta 10 church buildings destroyed Nov 2020

26 Nov 2020 SL Tribune: Hurricane Eta’s relentless rains and winds (3 Nov 2020)  spawned disastrous mudslides and floods. Hundreds of homes were destroyed in Honduras, for instance, along with 10 church buildings. Eight unharmed meetinghouses became temporary shelters.

LDS Newsroom 19 November Central American Latter-day Saints Provide Humanitarian Relief to Hurricane Survivors

The deadly Category 4 storm, the third most intense November Atlantic hurricane on record, hit several countries, including Nicaragua and Honduras.

Just north of the country in Honduras, storm conditions affected the region similarly with devastating floods. The hurricane damaged hundreds of homes and 10 Church buildings.
In the meantime, eight Church meetinghouses that escaped Hurricane Eta’s wrath were temporarily converted into shelters for survivors who were forced to abandon their homes.
‘Our faith is intact’ — family who lost everything speaks after Colorado wildfire Deseret News 1 Jan 2022 (extracts)

“Nearly 500 members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints were among the estimated 35,000 people who had to evacuate their homes when a fast-moving wildfire tore through Boulder County, Colorado, on Thursday, Dec. 30, 2021. Colorado authorities say the 6,200-acre fire destroyed 991 buildings, and as of Saturday evening, three people were still missing as 10 inches of snow fell on the charred landscape.
All missionaries and Church members were accounted for and safe, and all Church buildings were intact, although at least 11 homes belonging to members were destroyed. Other families were still awaiting confirmation on their homes, according to Church authorities in the area, with nearly 500 Latter-day Saints among those forced to evacuate.”
How the Church of Jesus Christ is helping Maui wildfires victims 1 year later Deseret News 1 Aug 2024
5 Latter-day Saints died in the fires, and 80 members of a single congregation, the Lahaina 1st Ward, lost their homes
See https://www.deseret.com/faith/2024/08/01/lds-church-donates-to-red-cross-to-help-2023-maui-lahaina-wildfires-victims/

1

