Covetousness-Connections to the Wealthy
Connection of Church Leaders to the Richest LDS family
Jon Huntsman Senior Deseret News Tuesday, May 15, 2001
Huntsman, 63, is chairman of the largest privately held petrochemical corporation in the world, Huntsman Corp., which has 121 facilities in 44 countries. Forbes magazine lists him as the 47th richest man alive worth $6.6 billion. 

Huntsman calls heads of state and leading corporate giants his friends. He is one of the few Utahns to have had a private audience with Pope John Paul II. Former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher has stayed at his Deer Valley retreat……
Huntsman moves easily in the halls of power in Utah and elsewhere. President Hinckley uses the Huntsman corporate jet whenever he travels, and Huntsman is son-in-law to Elder David B. Haight of the LDS Church's Quorum of The Twelve…Jon Huntsman Jr. is leaving his job as Huntsman Corp. vice chairman to become a top trade ambassador in the new Bush administration. (Now the governor of Utah)

Connections between the richest LDS family and Church Leaders
John Huntsman senior is married to Karen Haight daughter of David B. Haight Apostle. 

Peter Huntsman married Brynn daughter of Russell Ballard Apostle
David Parkin son of Bonnie Parkin General Relief Society President married Jennifer Huntsman daughter of Jon Huntsman senior
Jon Huntsman Sr. serves as an Area Authority Seventy and as a member of the fifth quorum of Seventy in the Church. Peter Huntsman is also an Area Authority Seventy.
Ronald Rasband Chief Operating Officer of Huntsman Chemical Corporation called by President Monson to be an Apostle
How were these connections made with leaders of the church? In the world the wealthy tend to associate with the wealthy or famous. American culture is about being wealthy to be classed as successful. The American dream is fame and fortune.
President Monson and Jon Huntsman Sr.  Salt Lake Tribune 29 January 2008
“Thomas S. Monson and billionaire philanthropist Jon Huntsman Sr. spent months anticipating their annual fly-fishing expedition to the Snake River in June 2003, even as Idaho Mormons faced one of the driest seasons on record. After they donned their waders, grabbed their gear and pushed into the water, the heavens dumped a pile of snow on them. Monson, first counselor in the LDS First Presidency, turned to his disappointed partner and said with a wry smile, "Jon, never doubt the members of the church when they pray for moisture"
In addition to being a fishing buddy, Monson also has been Huntsman's partner at Jazz games and one of his best friends. The two became close in 1981 when President Reagan appointed Monson to serve on the President's Task Force on Private Sector Initiatives, on the interfaith committee. At the time, Huntsman, the founder of a worldwide chemical conglomerate and father of Utah's governor, was serving as an LDS mission president in the Washington, D.C., area. "I worked closely with President Monson and with all other religious leaders, Catholic, Presbyterian, Methodist, and Jewish. They all liked and respected his leadership," Huntsman said. Huntsman believes Monson will continue Hinckley's legacy of reaching beyond Mormonism's borders. 
"He's as comfortable at the Cathedral of the Madeleine as in the [LDS] Tabernacle," Huntsman said. "He finds comfort in all faiths, encourages and inspires leaders of all faiths. [During his presidency], we will see a tremendous interaction with leaders of other denominations around the world."
''More than being tolerant of persons of other faiths, he abides by the golden rule of 'Live and let live,' '' said Gallivan, retired publisher of The Salt Lake Tribune. Gallivan tells how Monson once rode the Concorde, the supersonic plane capable of crossing the ocean in a couple of hours. Upon deplaning in New York City, every passenger received a gift - a half pint of whiskey. Other Mormons might have poured it down the drain, as drinking alcohol is against the LDS health code. But Monson took it straight to Gallivan. "He said he was sure I would get more use of it than he would," the newsman said.”
Influence on Church Leaders 

Close association with Gordon B. Hinckley

Besides the familial connections to LDS Church leaders, the Huntsmen’s have a close association with LDS Church President Gordon B. Hinckley. The Associated Press reported in the late 1990s that President Hinckley often uses a Huntsman corporate jet to fly around the nation and world. 
President Hinckley spoke at the dedication of a college building in Pennsylvania named after the Huntsmen’s, and Huntsman Sr. spoke at the funeral of former LDS Church President Howard W. Hunter 
Ground-breaking for Additional Extension to Huntsman Hospital Church News 8 Nov 2008

“The theme for the ground-breaking ceremony, at which President Thomas S. Monson spoke, was "Doubling Our Space for Healing and Hope." A few dozen cancer survivors were among the several hundred people who attended the ceremony. The ceremony marked the beginning of construction for an addition of 156,000 square feet to the existing hospital building and is scheduled for completion in 2011. The existing hospital was dedicated in 2004. In addition to President Monson, speakers at the event were Jon M. Huntsman Sr. and Karen Huntsman, founders of the Huntsman Cancer Institute; Utah Gov. Jon Huntsman Jr.; U.S. Sen. Orrin G. Hatch; Mary Beckerle, executive director of Huntsman Cancer Institute; David Entwistle, chief executive officer, University of Utah Hospitals and Clinics; and University of Utah President Michael K. Young. Elder M. Russell Ballard of the Quorum of the Twelve offered the invocation.

Several General Authorities attended, among whom were President Dieter F. Uchtdorf, first counselor in the First Presidency; President Henry B. Eyring, second counselor in the First Presidency; President Boyd K. Packer, President of the Quorum of the Twelve; and Presiding Bishop H. David Burton.

Turning toward President Monson, Elder Huntsman expressed gratitude for the Church's financial support, which comes "from businesses outside the tithing contributions of members.”

Elder Huntsman said that his father died of prostate cancer and his mother died of breast cancer. After Elder Huntsman was diagnosed with prostate cancer, he said, he and his wife and children sat down together and decided what they wanted to do as a team. Contributing to cancer research and treatment, he said, was a family decision.
Four Apostles in Attendance as Jon M. Huntsman donates to USU Church News December 8, 2007, in Logan Utah
	


“Two years ago, after addressing a large gathering of students during a multi-stake fireside at Utah State University in April 2005, Elder Jon M. Huntsman Sr., an Area Seventy, pulled aside Utah State University President Stan L. Albrecht and said he wanted to do something for the university. On Dec. 3, that idea was formally announced as the state university's business school accepted a donation of $26 million, the largest donation ever made to the school. In recognition of the Huntsman family's contribution, the business school was renamed the John M. Huntsman School of Business.
Among those in attendance in the Taggart Student Center on USU campus were President Boyd K. Packer, Acting President of the Quorum of the Twelve, who shared a few remarks with the audience, Elders L. Tom Perry, M. Russell Ballard, and Joseph B. Wirthlin of the Quorum of the Twelve. (Four apostles)
Dean Doug Anderson said the campus community was delighted to have so many prophetic leaders there at one time…..Elder Huntsman and his wife, Karen, were present with their children, including Utah Gov. Jon Huntsman Jr. Elder Perry and Elder Ballard offered the invocation and benediction respectively.

Jon Huntsman Sr. worked 'harder, longer, stronger' for the Church, family, business, philanthropy 
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Elder Ronald A Rasband Connection

“Huntsman, a former Area Seventy, stake president and mission president in Washington, D.C., was a “strong, powerful, fair businessman” whose “word was his bond,” said Elder Ronald A. Rasband, the former president and Chief Operating Officer of Huntsman Chemical Corporation and now a member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles.

He traveled with Huntsman across the globe……..Elder Rasband met Huntsman in the mid-1970s when the pair worked together in a married student ward at the University of Utah. Huntsman was the high councilor assigned to the ward; Elder Rasband was the elders quorum president. The relationship between the pair — that would lead Elder Rasband to begin work in 1976 at Huntsman Container Company and ultimately take the helm of Huntsman Chemical Corporation — “began with the Church.”

Huntsman plucked Ronald A. Rasband, now a member of the church's Quorum of the Twelve Apostles out of college and groomed him on his way to becoming president and chief operating officer of Huntsman Chemical.
Jon Huntsman also had a special relationship with President Howard W. Hunter, who lived in his ward. When one of the three were sick or recovering from surgery, the other two would visit. Often President Hunter, President Ballard and Huntsman would take a ride together to buy a frozen yogurt.

Both President Ballard — whose daughter, Brynn, is married to Peter Huntsman — and Elder Rasband said Huntsman had the ability to compress two days’ work into one day.

Elder Rasband said Elder Haight and President Ballard served as a mentor to Jon Huntsman, who was his mentor. Now Elder Rasband will be a mentor to the Huntsman children.
Elder Ballard and his visit to Billingham Stake (2004)

Taken from the personal knowledge of a member of the Stake Presidency who I worked with for the family history department. 

“Elder Russell Ballard visited Billingham stake to visit His Huntsman’s relatives who were living there because of the chemical industry.  Elder Ballard met with the stake president and asked him to place the young James Huntsman on the High Council. This would necessitate him being ordained a High Priest. The stake President remarked that he had a full High Council, but Elder Ballard insisted and had to release a High Councilman to make way for James Huntsman.
Why Church leaders are not opposing new laws on alcohol in Utah Salt Lake Tribune 6 Feb 2008
“Mormon church leaders have not taken a position on a proposal that supporters say would modernize the state's liquor laws, but opponents say could mean more drunks. 
"We're currently studying the issue and have no position on it," said Scott Trotter, a spokesman for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Historically, no liquor legislation opposed by the LDS Church has passed the Legislature.

The LDS Church claims membership of more than 60 percent of Utah residents. The Legislature has an even larger percentage of church members - more than 80 percent. 

Gov. Jon Huntsman Jr., legislative leaders and restaurant owners are backing a plan that they say would make Utah's liquor law more like the rest of the country and would be good for tourism. The change would let bars and restaurants serve up to 1.5 ounces of primary alcohol in a drink, up from the current one-ounce standard. It would do away with the "sidecar," an extra shot that patrons in bars, but not restaurants, can order to give their drink more kick.”

Utah’s Liquor Laws Deseret News 23 May 2008

“Utah's liquor laws need to keep moving toward "greater normalcy" so the state's travel and tourism industry can continue to grow, Gov. Jon Huntsman Jr. said Thursday. 

"I think we need to continue to do things that burnish our image and take care of the obstacles that many perceive to be in the way," the governor said during the taping of his monthly press conference on KUED-Ch. 7…. "At some point in time, there's going to be the political will such that we can get some of these things done," the governor said, noting he was able to talk lawmakers last session into increasing the amount of alcohol in most mixed drinks. 

So he's ready to ask the 2009 Legislature to consider eliminating the membership requirements to drink in a private club. Those requirements include filling out applications and paying a membership fee.  "Next year, we ought to take a good look at clubs. I know that's a heavy lift for a lot of people. But let's ... get it done. It does serve as an obstacle, and I think it does serve as a perception problem," Huntsman said. "I think it's about time we address it." The change is needed to keep the state's $6 billion tourism industry viable, Huntsman said, calling for a move toward "greater normalcy”. I think we will be there, we will arrive, when we have our travel and tourism folks say we're hitting the mark," and are competitive with other states.”
LDS Church: Utah liquor laws can allow 'freedom of choice' Salt Lake Tribune 18 Sept 2008
The state's hospitality industry is buoyed by an LDS Church statement that suggests a willingness to support changes to portions of Utah liquor law allowing for "individual freedom of choice." 
"The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints believes that Utahns, including those who work in the hospitality industry, can come together as citizens, regardless of religion or politics, to support laws and regulations that allow individual freedom of choice while preserving Utah's proven positive health and safety record on limiting the tragic consequences of over consumption of alcohol," the statement says. 

"I see this statement as a positive sign," said Bobbie Coray, a nondrinking member of the Utah Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission, which is drafting proposed legislation to do away with membership requirements. "Church leaders are showing that they are willing to discuss all options." Gov. Jon Huntsman Jr.'s office also read the statement as a positive sign.
The LDS Church statement is saying that we can all sit down and discuss this," said Lisa Marcy, attorney for the Utah Hospitality Association. "It's encouraging because none of us will pretend that the LDS Church does not have a significant influence on legislative decisions. There is a deep connection between the LDS Church and the Legislature, and nobody believes otherwise."
Did New LDS leaders quietly back alcohol reform? S.L.Tribune 1 April 2009 
There was no representative of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on hand when Gov. Jon Huntsman Jr. signed a historic liquor reform law Monday, but the church's influence - in this law and every other liquor policy in the state's history - is inescapable. Church leaders have traditionally exerted their influence to shape the state's liquor laws to restrict drinking, from taking a leading role in crafting the four-decade requirement that bar patrons be members of a private club to pressing for a ban on so-called "alco-pops" in grocery stores in the last legislative session. 

But long-time advocates for reform say a number of changes, including the death of LDS President Gordon B. Hinckley and the selection of Thomas S. Monson as his replacement, made the faith more amenable to liberalizing Utah's liquor laws. "Tom Monson, I believe, is more liberal, more realistic, having been in the business world," said Jack Gallivan, a former publisher of The Salt Lake Tribune and a force for liquor reform. "That's just my own personal interpretation. He recognized if we did treat visitors the same as they are treated at home, we are going to continue to prosper." 

LDS spokesman Scott Trotter said that the church's policy goals remain "reasonable regulations on alcohol that reduce underage drinking, over consumption and drunk driving." "In asserting these principles, we are pleased to have joined with members of the Utah State Legislature, the governor, those representing the hospitality industry and restaurants, and others in addressing the interests of a broad spectrum of Utah citizens," Trotter said in a statement. 

Helping tourism was also Gallivan's goal in 1968, when he and other civic leaders pushed for a ballot measure, patterned after Colorado's laws, that would bring liquor-by-the-drink to the state. It was beaten back after then-LDS Church President David O. McKay suggested church members should oppose it. The next year, the Legislature adopted the private club arrangement, which has survived since. It was a construct shaped largely by Hinckley and James Faust, who went on to become an LDS general authority. Faust died in 2007 and Hinckley passed away last year. 

"Bless them, they're no longer with us," said Tom Guinney, co-owner of the Gastronomy chain of restaurants and a confidant of Huntsman on alcohol issues. But without the change in leadership, he said, the new liquor policies wouldn't have been possible. Tom Barberi, who was on a task force Huntsman appointed to study liquor policy before he took office in 2004, attributed part of the church's change of heart to its economic interests. 
The church is dropping $1.5 billion into its City Creek Center development in downtown Salt Lake City "so they have, to say the least, a large-vested interest in the success of downtown and the continued growth of Utah and its image." "They're very astute businessmen and they recognize that if the state is going to continue and prosper ... it has to get rid of some of the misperceptions that the state has and the church has," he said.
Alcohol Sales in City Creek Centre 27 Aug 2005 Salt Lake Tribune
The LDS Church has opened the door to alcohol sales at its downtown mall project….
In an unexpected move for a church that eschews alcohol, LDS Church spokesman Dale Bills said Friday restaurants that will open as part of the redevelopment of Crossroads Plaza and ZCMI Center malls will be allowed to seek liquor licenses. 

For residents who may have feared the church was on its way to "Vaticanize" downtown by buying up property like the malls, the alcohol decision is a show of tolerance, say observers. It's also an economic decision: Vibrant downtowns need nightlife. The church says it wants to create a vibrant, 24-7 environment in its new project. 

Because the church preaches against liquor consumption, it is distancing itself from future restaurant operations. The church will sell land for the restaurants to an outside developer. And there won't be any private clubs or bars opening on the blocks. 

"A limited number of high-quality restaurant tenants who will operate on land not owned by the church may apply for licenses to serve alcoholic beverages in accordance with existing state regulations," Bills told The Salt Lake Tribune.

Friends with the Wealthy

Larry H. Miller Multi-Millionaire-SLT April 26, 1944–February 20, 2009
“Miller's work ethic, powered by the narcotic of achievement and success, is both his strength and weakness. It was this work ethic that took him away from home and family. It was this work ethic that drove him to become a self-made millionaire in the great tradition of great American success stories, working his way up from stock boy and counter man to wealthy entrepreneur. At last count he owned 38 car dealerships, the Utah Jazz, the Delta Center, a TV station, Jordan Commons and everything in it (movie theaters, restaurants, and offices), an insurance company, a real estate company, an advertising agency and more — all acquired in the last 22 years.

Miller was sitting at his desk on a recent morning — Wednesday, May 14, 2001, 8 a.m. — at the top of the Jordan Commons office building. His chair commands a view of the Salt Lake Valley in three directions. From here, he can survey his kingdom and sphere of influence — car dealerships lining State Street, his theaters and mall, the campus he is building at Salt Lake Community College.
Did you know that while he was working 90-hour weeks that he rarely saw his children when they were growing up and that he beats himself up over it?

He can remember precisely the moment of his life-altering epiphany. It was March 1971...... That's when I started my 90-hour weeks. I decided I had to be good at something, and the thing I was best at is being a Toyota parts manager." From that moment on, he began working from 7:30 in the morning until 9, 10 or 11 at night, six days a week, for the next 16 years.

Miller himself was a distant father. He was gone six days and nights each week, and on the seventh day he played softball. "He didn't go to his kids' games, they went to his," says Gail. Miller's five children suffered from his absences. Most of them were rebellious and angry; they ran with the wrong crowd, got into trouble. Greg got kicked out of Alta High School. Roger divorced. The Millers' only daughter, Karen, had a baby at the age of 15, and for years was in and out of the house.

Even when he was home, Miller was preoccupied. Greg says he learned that when the door to his home office was shut, you didn't open it, and if it was ajar you entered at your own peril. To keep the peace, Gail tended to keep the children's troubles to herself until matters got so serious she had to tell him. By the time a problem reached Miller, it had already spiraled out of control, and Miller raged.

There really was no other reason why Miller would, for instance, step in at the 11th hour and buy the Jazz just to keep them from moving to Miami. "We need to buy this team," he told Gail one night. "If we don't, who will? If we lose this team, this community will never see major league sports again."

Miller consulted LDS Church President Gordon B. Hinckley and industrialist Jon Huntsman about the idea, but his purchase of the Jazz was still an act of sheer financial insanity by a guy who merely was a casual basketball fan and borrowed $8 million to buy a franchise that had lost $17 million in its 11-year history, including $1 million in its best year, "and we had no definable plan as to how we would turn it around and break even." Oh, yes, and Miller's net worth at the time was just $2 million. He had no equity in the deal; he wanted to borrow 100 percent of the money. In nine days, he raised $8 million for a sick business. Today it is worth an estimated $211 million.
Larry H. Miller was a life-long member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. In September 2007, he attended the Utah League of Cities and Towns Convention which was held at the Sheraton Hotel and was seated at the same table as Church President Gordon B. Hinckley. President Hinckley on that day was honored with an award as being the citizen of the century
Early in his married life he strayed from his Mormon roots. His re-conversion to the church was a seven-year process, culminated by a late-night meeting in which he told his local church leader there were three sticking points: a weakness for swearing, playing softball on Sunday and paying tithing (donating 10 percent of his earnings to the church). He vowed to change. The next day he told Gail, "Starting with the next paycheck, pay 10 percent tithing on my gross earnings, and I don't want you ever to ask me about it again."

Comment on Blog: “To me, it is a sad commentary. On one hand, he was extraordinarily successful and achieved everything he set his mind to, professionally. But at what expense? He was chasing deals and dollars his whole life but never spent time with his family. What's the point? It was clear in his last months that he would have drastically altered his life and spent more time with his family if he could have. He left his life and family at 64. As generous as he was with his check book, his selfishness and intense work habits killed him…………If you can't find a balance, there is little value and consolation in pursuing riches.” 
Larry H. Miller died 20 Feb 2009 aged 64.

President Thomas S. Monson pays his tributes

“Prior to that special gathering, the family hosted a private viewing to mourn, laugh and share memories with religious leaders such as President Thomas S. Monson of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, current and former Jazz team members — including the reunited John Stockton, Karl Malone and Jeff Hornacek — community and state leaders, and close friends.”
President Monson presides, addresses funeral service

Family, friends, community members and Church leaders celebrated the life of Larry H. Miller Feb. 28, lauding him as a family man who loved his community and the Church and spent much of his life helping others.

Brother Miller, 64, a prominent and successful businessman who owned the Utah Jazz NBA franchise, died Feb. 20 from complications of type 2 diabetes. "Everywhere we go, we'll have an opportunity to pay tribute to Larry if we will just remember not to overlook the forlorn, not shun the person who has no friends, but rather, open wide our hearts and our souls to all those who need a little help up the ladder," said President Thomas S. Monson. "Larry Miller was one who always reached down and helped another person up."

President Monson presided and spoke at the funeral, attended by more than 1,000 and held in downtown Salt Lake City in the Energy Solutions Arena — a building that Brother Miller built. Elder M. Russell Ballard of the Quorum of the Twelve also spoke at the service where Brother Miller's five children and 21 grandchildren shared memories of their father and grandfather. Elder Marlin K. Jensen, LDS Church Historian, and family friend Jim Grant offered the invocation and benediction, respectively. Michael Ballam performed "How Great Thou Art." 

President Monson praised Brother Miller as a "dear friend" who lived what he believed and was "thinking all the time. During his remarks, Elder Ballard said on many occasions he and Brother Miller would have long talks. "We would talk about everything, even about cars. We talked about the Jazz. He was a very open and very candid and very loving friend."

He spoke of Brother Miller's many contributions, including the more than 300 yearly scholarships, athletic fields at BYU, the lobby at the Huntsman Cancer Hospital, the Joseph Smith Papers project and This is the Place Heritage State Park. "Larry Miller has helped many, many more people and only he knows how many he has helped."

Elder Ballard recalled a trip to Church history sites that his family took with the Miller family. "It was not unusual for him to wipe away a tear. He loved history," he said. "He loved particularly the early history of the Church."
The Rich Get Richer. (Mark H. Willes, Times Mirror) Article from: American Journalism Review 1 Sept 2000

“Then-Times Mirror Chairman and CEO Mark H. Wiles reportedly broke into tears after his board of directors agreed in March to a Tribune Co. takeover of the publishing empire he was hired to lead. But who's crying now? Certainly not he, unless it's all the way to the bank. Consider what he takes with him: $970,000 a year for life (he's 59), half of which is payable to his wife for the rest of her life if he dies first. Even before the lifetime payments begin, Wiles keeps this year's salary and bonus package equal to $2.2 million, plus $9.2 million in severance and his 401K plan. Wait, there's more: stock worth upwards of $50 million…….”
Mark Hinckley Willes is Gordon Hinckley's Nephew-SLT 14 Feb 2009

Nearly a decade after his fall from grace in southern California and return to Utah, Mark Hinckley Willes is ready to take on his most prominent business role yet in the state he left 40 years earlier. His is not a name many Utahns are likely to know, unless they remember he was the controversial newspaper publisher who ran The Los Angeles Times and its parent company, Times Mirror, in the 1990s. Willes may be familiar, though, to Latter-day Saints who recognize him as the nephew of deceased President Gordon B. Hinckley, who he resembles. 
Earlier this month, the LDS Church First Presidency appointed Willes as the next president and chief executive of Deseret Management Corp., the for-profit holding company that oversees commercial businesses....... Willes, 67, hasn't had a job since the Chandler family sold Times Mirror to the Tribune Co. in 2000 in a $6.1 billion deal negotiated without his knowledge. Today, Willes divides his time between Black and Decker, where he is a director etc  

As chief executive of Deseret Management Corporation one of his first tasks was the following: Provide 594 million dollars from church funds to support a failing church owned life insurance company. 

Matthew S Holland picked as UVU President Deseret News 6 March 2009

The choice for Utah Valley University's new president came down to three, all with close ties to the school's community, and the State Board of Regents chose Brigham Young University professor Matthew S. Holland to lead it into the future.

Holland is the son of Elder Jeffrey R. Holland of Quorum of the Twelve of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The Elder Holland also is a former president of BYU.

"He's going to bring the vibrancy and dynamic growth to the institution that you all deserve," former UVU president and Higher Education Commissioner William A. Sederburg told the crowd gathered to welcome in the new president Friday at UVU's Centre Stage

UVU, which serves more than 26,000 students, has experienced many changes over the years, and Holland plans to "put the brakes on things for a while" and focus on strengthening current programs. Holland was selected from an original pool of 36 applicants, which was narrowed throughout the confidential process by a search committee, which included 16 members. Other finalists for the position included Kim S. Cameron and Jack R. Christianson.

Blog

1:  This guy is not qualified to be the president of a major institution. He has a PhD in poli sci and has just been a teacher at the Y. The board picked him because of his dad. It is sad because the other two candidates where more qualified. I guess he will keep UVU on the straight and narrow though
2: Check out the comments in the other SLC newspaper for a reality check people. Everyone commenting here lives in dreamland. This "associate professor" (not even a full-fledged professor yet) may be a great teacher but he does not have the experience to lead a university.

3: It's really a sad day for UVA. Mr. Holland has ZERO experience to run a large University. Like I said in an earlier post, he has never ever even been Chair of his Dept or Dean of the College. I don't think anyone could pass a lie detector test that says he wasn't considered because of his family name or church connections. That being said, I wish him all the best. Running a large state University that has to scrape for its share of the funding is much different than being a lowly Associate Professor in a Department. He'll learn quickly, I'm sure.
4:  SUU: Benson, UVU: Holland, U of U: Young, Dixie: Nadauld (LDS general authority), 4 down and 6 to go. Give the regents a few years and they will have Mormon elders, their children or grandchildren at every university post. That will be a great day for Utah! Cronyism is alive and well in the great state of Utah.
President Monson speaks at funeral for Marie Osmond's son Deseret News 8 Mar 2010

Marie Osmond's 18-year-old son was remembered at a funeral service Monday with fond words, laughter and music from his famous singing family. Michael Bryan was memorialized by six of his seven siblings as a light-hearted person with a brilliant sense of humor who had a kind and generous heart.

"He was a man of his word. He wasn't a talker; he was a doer. He was reliable," Bryan's sister Rachel Blosil, 20, said, struggling to express herself through tears. "He knew my hopes, he knew my dreams, my secrets, things that nobody knows. He was my best friend. "Police in Los Angeles have said Bryan died Feb. 26 from an apparent suicide after jumping from the eighth floor of the Metropolitan apartment building. An official cause of death is pending the results of an autopsy and toxicology tests. Police said Bryan left a note but have provided no details about its contents.

One of five children adopted by Osmond, Bryan previously used his adoptive father's last name, Blosil. Records from Utah's 4th District Court, however, show a judge had granted him a petition for a legal name change. Osmond and Brian Blosil divorced in 2007 after two decades of marriage. Osmond also has three other children from marriages to Blosil and first husband, Stephen Craig, whom she divorced in 1985.

Bryan was a first-year student of apparel manufacturing at the Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising. In 2007, Osmond said her son had entered a rehabilitation facility but did not disclose what he was being treated for. About 450 mourners attended Monday's services at a chapel near the Provo temple of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, including church President Thomas S. Monson, who offered words of comfort to the family.
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