Can Zion be Established Without the United Order
· See the study ‘The Law of Consecration-Equality-The United Order’ in the folder Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
The scriptures clearly state that there can be no Zion without the Law of Consecration as administered under the United Order.
D&C 105:4-5: “And are not united according to the union required by the law of the Celestial Kingdom; and Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself. (See D&C 104) (See the scriptural footnotes to verses 4 and 5. They clearly refer to the United Order)
D&C 105:29: “For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the Laws of Consecration which I have given.” 

The Lord has also stated unequivocally that the Law of Consecration will only be lived, after the Redemption of Zion:

D&C 105:34: “And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and Her law, be executed and fulfilled, after her Redemption.”

In interpretation of the above scripture Elder Marion G. Romney stated:

“Further implementation of the order must therefore await the Redemption of Zion. Here Zion means Jackson County, Missouri. April 1966 General Conference

So, there would not be any misunderstanding, President J Reuben Clark Jr. defined the phrase “Redemption of Zion” as follows: 
“In the meaning in which the Lord was using the term Zion, the Redemption means the reestablishment of the people in Missouri. This has not yet been accomplished’.  Church News 15 Sep 1945 page 9-Institute Manual 1981 page 427 
From the above quoted scriptures and quotations, it is evident that there can be no complete Zion as the term is used in the Doctrine and Covenants, without the Law of Consecration. The introduction of this law must wait for the Redemption of Zion in Missouri. 
Orthodox Doctrine of the Church

The fact that the Law of Consecration as administered under the United Order is required to establish Zion was an orthodox doctrine of the church when I joined the church. The following statements and correspondence testify that Zion can only be established in its fullness through the observance of the Law of Consecration:
President Wilford Woodruff stated: 
“For Zion can only be built up by the Law the God revealed for that purpose which is the Law of Consecration-not the law of tithing.” He further said: “Jesus will never receive the Zion of God unless its people are united according to Celestial Law, for all who go into the presence of God; have to go there by this Law.” (Journal of Discourses vol. 17 pages 250)

Hugh Nibley stated that the Celestial Law needed to be operative to establish Zion:
 “The best news-indeed the only wholly good news that can come to the inhabitants of this wicked earth –is the bringing again of Zion to bless the earth with the only order of society acceptable to God and unreservedly beneficial to man. Zion is any society in which the Celestial Law is operative.” Ensign June 1977 page 82
Roy Doxey in the Ensign stated:
“The context in which the modern revelations reveal information about Zion is the establishment of a centre place in Jackson County, Missouri….. Zion, as envisioned by the prophets, is not here now; but as the Kingdom of God, through the church, spreads out and brings people with a Zion potential into its fold, Zion in its fullness, will come in the due time of the Lord. Preparation continues for that blessed day, when the elect will be prepared for the Saviour’s return to usher in His Millennial reign. The day will come when the leaders of the church will call the faithful devoted members to build the New Jerusalem: but the call will come only when the revelation is received by the Prophet.” See “Zion’s welfare is my portion” by Roy Doxey Ensign Feb 1973 pages 55-57.
Seminary (1969 on The Law of Consecration and Stewardship ref HC 69-2-3-R1 states: 
“There have been four general periods throughout the history of the world when the Lord has set about to establish Zion by revealing the Celestial law of Consecration and Stewardship. The four periods are then detailed: The Zion of Enoch’s Time; Zion in the New Testament; Zion among the Book of Mormon people; and Zion in the Last Days…..As part of the Lord’s great plan for the reestablishment of His Kingdom, He revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith the Law of Zion; the Law of Consecration and Stewardship is part of this law.”

Seminary student manual (2001 page 67) with reference to D&C 42 it also states: 
“Soon after the Lord revealed to the Prophet the ‘Law’ which was a revelation concerning the spiritual and temporal laws that the church needed to live in order to establish Zion. This section teaches in detail for the first time in this dispensation the Law of Consecration”
Elder Christofferson also states the necessity of living the Law of Consecration to establish Zion. (see the letter and reply below ) He said in his reply to the letter that follows
“I too see the Law of Consecration as central to the establishment of Zion”
Letter to Elder Christofferson and His Reply
Elder D. Todd Christofferson

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,

47 East South Temple Street,

Salt Lake City,

Utah 84150-1200                                       22nd Nov 2008

Dear Elder Christofferson

With reference to your recent general conference talk ‘Come to Zion’. As I listened and then studied this talk, I became concerned that you quoted several scriptures which have direct reference to the Law of Consecration as administered under the United Order, without actually referring to this Celestial Law.

You stated that ‘Zion is both a place and a people’, without mentioning that it is also living the Law of Consecration as spoken of in several revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants. (Sections 42, 51, 78, 82, 102, 104) In fact Zion in its fullest meaning cannot be achieved without observance of the Law of Consecration.

You quoted D&C 105:5 “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom otherwise, I cannot receive her unto myself.” The scripture footnotes along with the previous verse (4) clearly indicate that this scripture has sole reference to the Celestial Law of Equality which is accomplished through the Law of Consecration. This revelation (D&C 105) is directly about the Redemption of Zion and in verse Twenty Nine the Lord connects the purchase of the sacred land of Zion with living this Celestial Law: “For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the Laws of Consecration which I have given” (D&C 105:29)

The Celestial Law of Equality or the United Order as it is known is the Law lived by Our Father in Heaven. (See D&C 76:95, 84:38; 88:107) For the Saints to achieve the unity spoken of in your talk they will need to live this Law of God as the scriptures plainly teach: “And let every man deal honestly, and be alike among this people, and receive alike, that ye may be one, even as I have commanded you.” (D&C 51:9). The Lord has also said: “If ye are not one ye are not mine”; (D&C 38:27) Verse 26 is about equality in material goods. 

The Lord has decreed how unity through equality will be achieved as revealed in Section 104 which is about the United Order: “And it is my purpose to provide for my saints, for all things are mine. But it must needs be done in mine own way; and behold this is the way that I, the Lord, have decreed to provide for my saints, that the poor shall be exalted, in that the rich are made low.” The Lord’s way is the United Order.
You also refer in your talk to Enoch’s Zion and quote several scriptures including Moses 7:18 which states: “And the Lord called his people Zion, because they were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them.” Note the words “No Poor among them”. By living the Celestial Law of Equality, the people of Enoch had eliminated poverty altogether. 
Again in 4th Nephi it states: “And they had all things common among them; therefore there were not rich and poor, bond and free, but they were all made free, and partakers of the Heavenly gift” (4 Nephi 3) The Nephites lived the law of equality and removed poverty completely. 
As pride through prosperity developed the United Order eventually broke down and as a result:  “From that time forth they did have their goods and their substance no more common among them, and they began to be divided into classes.” (4 Nephi 25) This in reality is the present situation of the church with millionaires, even billionaires, along with those on the very breadline, being members of the church. 
You also ask the question “whether we are doing what we should and all that we should in the Lord’s eyes with respect to the poor and needy.” The Lord’s eyes are firmly fixed upon Celestial Law which is equality and the complete removal of poverty. I do not see the established wealthy members of the church moving or even talking in this direction. The rationalisation is that as long as they give a small proportion of their wealth to the poor, they are living the Lord’s Law.
The Lord specifies that alternatives such as the fast offering and welfare programmes are only there to help to relief the suffering of the poor until the Celestial Law is introduced: “Behold I say unto you, that ye must visit the poor and the needy and administer to their relief, that they may be kept until all things may be done according to my Law which ye have received.” 
It has always been the purpose of the Lord to eliminate poverty altogether and this can only be accomplished by His Celestial Law. This fact was clearly understood and taught by President Marion G. Romney who stated:

“Almost from the beginning of my services in Church welfare I have had the conviction that what we are doing in this welfare work is preliminary to the reestablishment of the Law of Consecration and Stewardship as required under the United Order. If we could always remember the goal toward which we are working, we would never lose our bearings in this great work.” April 1977 General Conference May 1977 Ensign. 

Without the Law of Equality the saints miss out on the greater gifts of the Spirit: 
D&C 70:14: “Nevertheless, in your temporal things you shall be equal and this not grudgingly, otherwise the abundance of the manifestations of the Spirit shall be withheld.” 

I testify that that these things are true. I believe it is dishonourable to quote scriptures and then apply them to less than the full meaning the Lord intended.

Yours sincerely

Malcolm E Twigg
Reply from Elder Christofferson            
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

                                                The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

                           47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150-1200

                                                        13 January 2009

Address

Dear Brother Twigg

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of November 22, 2008

I agree with your scriptural exposition and statements regarding the law of consecration and the interim nature of current fast offerings and welfare programs. I too see the law of consecration as central to the establishment of Zion, but in this instance, I decided to limit myself to a focus on preparatory steps that, for the present, could move us closer to establishing Zion. I hope to speak on the law of consecration at some point in future when the Spirit is willing, and the subject can be treated fully.

Please accept my best wishes and prayers for your well-being. I trust you and your loved ones will enjoy a rewarding new year.

                                               Sincerely

                                       D. Todd Christofferson
Further Scriptures and Quotes

The Law of the Church (Section 42 of the Doctrine and Covenants) 

Notes: The following quotes from various authors are given in relation to the ‘Law of the Church’ given in Section 42 of the Doctrine and Covenants. The heading to this section states It was received….in fulfillment  of the Lord’s promise previously made that the ‘Law’ would be given in Ohio. The prophet Joseph stated in the DHC page 148 “On the 9th of February 1831 at Kirtland in the presence of twelve elders….the Lord gave the following revelation embracing the Law of the Church.” 

As part of the “Law of the Church” the Law of Consecration was given. 
Under this Law members are to consecrate all their possessions by deed as a legally binding contract to the Corporation of the Church. The deeds of the property are handed over to the Bishopric who represents the Corporation the Church in this agreement:

D&C 42:30-31: “And behold, thou wilt remember the poor, and consecrate of thy properties for their support that which thou hast to impart unto them, with a covenant and a deed which cannot be broken. And inasmuch as ye impart of your substance unto the poor, ye will do it unto me; and they shall be laid before the bishop of my church and his counsellors, two of the elders, or high priests, such as he shall appoint or has appointed and set apart for that purpose.” 

Once the property of the family is consecrated to the Church it becomes sacred and therefore cannot be recalled or used for any other purpose. It cannot be returned to the individual even if they remove themselves from the church. Each person is then made accountable as a Steward

D&C 42:32: “And it shall come to pass, that after they are laid before the bishop of my church, and after that he has received these testimonies concerning the consecration of the properties of my church, that they cannot be taken from the church, agreeable to my commandments, every man shall be made accountable unto me, a steward over his own property, or that which he has received by consecration, as much as is sufficient for himself and family.” (see also D&C 42:37)
D&C 42:53, 55: “Thou shalt stand in the place of thy stewardship…..and if thou obtainest more than that which would be for thy support; thou shalt give it into my storehouse, that all things may be done according to that which I have said.”
Excess property is given to the Bishop and is  “Kept to administer to those who have not, from time to time, that every man who has need may be amply supported and receive according to his wants. Therefore the residue shall be kept in my storehouse to administer to the poor and needy, as shall be appointed by the high Council of the Church, and the bishop and his council. 
Through this consecration the poor and needy are supported, thus eliminating poverty. Excess property is also to be used for “Purchasing lands for the public benefit of the church, and building houses of worship and building up of the New Jerusalem….That my covenant people may be gathered in one in that day when I shall come to my Temple. And this I do for the salvation of my people.” D&C 42:35-36. 
“For inasmuch as ye do it unto the least of these, ye do it unto me. For it shall come to pass, that which I spake by the mouths of my prophets shall be fulfilled: for I will consecrate of the riches of those who embrace my Gospel among the Gentiles unto the poor of my people who are of the house of Israel. D&C 42:38-39
The Law of Consecration is to be observed by the church as part of the Fullness of the Gospel.  Consider the following scriptures :

 “Thou shalt take the things which thou hast received, which have been given unto thee in my scriptures, for a Law, to be my law to govern my church. And he that doeth according to these things shall be saved, and he that doeth them not shall be damned if he so continue.” D&C 42:59-60:
“O hearken, ye elders of my church, and give ear to the words which I shall speak unto you. For behold, verily, verily, I say unto you, that ye have received a commandment for a Law unto my church…..” D&C 43:1-2:
“And now behold, I give unto you a commandment, that when ye are assembled together ye shall instruct and edify each other, that ye may know how to act and direct my church, how to act upon the points of my Law and commandments which I have given. And thus ye shall become instructed in the law of my church  and be sanctified by that which ye have received, and ye shall bind yourselves to act in all holiness before me-that inasmuch as ye do this glory shall be added to the kingdom which ye have received. Inasmuch as ye do it not, it shall be taken, even that which ye have received.” D&C 43:8-10:
“Hearken ye to these words. Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world. Treasure these things up in your hearts and let the solemnities of eternity rest upon your minds.”   D&C 43:34
A few months later in May 1831 the Lord again emphasized the importance of living His law including the Law of Consecration in section 51. 

D&C 51:2-3: “For it must needs be that they be organised according to my Laws; if otherwise, they will be cut off. Wherefore let my servant…. appoint unto this people their portions, every man equal according to his family, according to his circumstances and his wants and needs.”
D&C 51:9: “And let every man deal honestly, and be alike among this people, and receive alike, that ye may be one, even as I have commanded you.” See D&C 38:25-27
D&C 51:15: “And thus I grant unto this people a privilege of organising themselves according to My Laws”

D&C 51:18: Behold, this shall be an example…..in other places, in all churches. 

In fact the importance of observing the Law of Consecration continued to be emphasized by the Lord: “For verily I say unto you, my Law shall be kept on this land.” D&C 59:19 
D&C 70:9-10: “Behold, this is what the Lord requires of every man in his stewardship, even as I, the Lord, have appointed or shall hereafter appoint unto any man. And behold, none are exempt from this Law who belong to the church of the living God.”
D&C 72:15: “…for according to the law every man that cometh up to Zion must lay all things before the bishop in Zion.” 

President Wilford Woodruff stated: “Jesus will never receive the Zion of God unless its people are united according to Celestial Law, for all who go into the presence of God; have to go there by this law. Enoch had to practice this law, and we shall have to do the same if we are ever accepted of God as he was. It has been promised that the New Jerusalem will be built up in our day and generation, and it will have to be done by the United Order of Zion and according to Celestial Law.” Journal of Discourses vol. 17 pages 250   9 October 1874

Conclusion

It is fundamental to understand that for the establishment, expansion and glory of Zion the Law of Consecration under the United Order is required. When the scriptures, especially the Doctrine and Covenants speak of Zion in its fullness, it is inclusive of the United Order. The following scriptures for example are referring to a Zion that includes the United Order: D&C 133:4, 9, 12, 20-21, 24, 32; D&C 115:6; D&C 64:41-42; D&C 84:14; D&C 45:67-71 
Article
‘Doctrines of the Kingdom’ Volume 3 by Hyrum L. Andrus 

“Hyrum Leslie Andrus was a scholar, teacher, lecturer, and author. He was the first director of Religious Studies in the college administration. He taught Church history and doctrine for many years at Brigham Young University. https://www.mormonwiki.com/Hyrum_L. Andrus

(brief extracts only )Page 26: “Joseph Smith’s concept of Zion rested on the premise that there was a heavenly society comprised of exalted beings who lived in the presence of God, and that the abode of heavenly beings was called mount Zion, the Heavenly Jerusalem. (DHC vol 1 283) Zion on earth was patterned after the heavenly society. The Saints looked for a city whose builder and maker was God-a city whose laws came from God and whose order was patterned after Celestial society. Consistent with this view, a revelations said: “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom otherwise, I cannot receive her unto myself.” D&C 105:5……
A revelation said that in Enoch’s day “And the Lord called his people Zion, because they were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them.” (Moses 7:18) By the Law of Zion they achieved these great objectives and were made pure by the divine program and its enlightening spiritual powers.”

Page 29: “To raise Zion to be an ensign and a standard to the world (See D&C 115:5) the Saints had first to apply Zion’s Celestial law and develop a dynamic Christian society which achieved the goals of true brotherhood and social justice;; and second to maintain God’s government as a system which guaranteed freedom to all men.” 

Page 30: “A revelation declared that the Law of Zion was designed to gather the Saints unto the Lord and make them “a righteous people without spot and blameless”. (D&D 39:31-32.) Another (revelation) promised that by complying with the new program they could “be sanctified” by that which they received.” (D&C 43:9-10)

Page 31/32: “But a cardinal assumption of the Kingdom was that true justice, prosperity, freedom, and human dignity could be achieved only through the Lord’s Law. A revelation said of the purposes of God in regard to the economic needs of man: “I, the Lord, stretched out the heavens, and built the earth, my very handiwork; and all things therein are mine. And it is my purpose to provide for my saints, for all things are mine. But it must needs be done in mine own way. Behold this is the way that I, the Lord, have decreed to provide for my saints, that the poor shall be exalted, in that the rich are made low.” D&C 104 14-16. 

Joseph Smith taught that God designed to give each individual in Zion an equal opportunity to acquire both temporal and spiritual blessings. In a revelation which sought to prepare the Saints for the Law of Zion by making known some of the underlying principles of that law, the Lord said:: “And let every man esteem his brother as himself….and again I say unto you, let every man esteem his brother as himself. For what man among you having twelve sons, and is no respecter of them, and they serve him obediently, and he saith unto the one: Be thou clothed in robes and sit thou here; and to the other: Be thou clothed in rags and sit thou there- and looketh upon his sons and saith I am just? Behold, this I have given unto you as a parable, and it is even as I am. I say unto you, be one; and if ye are not one ye are not mine.” D&C 38:24-27 
This revelation was concerned with both spiritual and economic justice and union. If the Saints were not one temporally, on the basis of social and economic justice they were not Christ’s. Another revelation declared that spiritual equality would come only in the wake of temporal equality. Zion’s economic order was to be established, it declared, that the Saints “might be equal in the bonds of Heavenly things, yea and earthly things also, for the obtaining of Heavenly things, for if ye are not equal in earthly things ye cannot be equal in obtaining Heavenly things.” D&C 78:5-6
Pages 36/37: “Another revelation stated that the New Jerusalem had to be built that the saints might “gird up their loins and be looking forth for the time of my Coming” D&C 45:9. The Saints could not look intelligently for Christ’s coming until this was done. The ancient psalmist declared: “When the Lord shall build up Zion, He shall appear in His glory”      Psalm 102:16. (See also verses 18-22) This Joseph Smith explained would be done in the ‘land of America.’ (HC vol 1 page 315) Only by establishing the full Law of Zion could the Saints prepare fully for Christ’s coming and be sanctified so they could associate with the Lord in His glory. 

Speaking on the need to establish Zion, a revelation explained “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom otherwise, I cannot receive her unto myself.” D&C 105:5 This applied to Christ receiving the Saints unto Himself either as He came to earth or in eternity. The requirement in both cases was the same. 

Having marvelled at the myriad creations of God the ancient patriarch Enoch said; “And thou hast taken Zion to thine own bosom, from all thy creations, from all eternity to all eternity” (Moses 7:30-31) This was done by their obedience to the Law of Zion. That law required the saints to meet the same challenge, if they were to be received by Christ on earth and in eternity. As a people we are expecting the day to come when Jesus will descend in the clouds of Heaven; but before this day comes we must be prepared to receive Him. George Q Cannon observed “The organisation of society that exists in the heavens must exist on the earth; the same condition of society so far as it is applicable to mortal beings, must exist here.”           JD X111 p 99  

In a vision God showed Enoch that the building of the New Jerusalem would prepare the faithful Saints to be united with the Heavenly hosts who would accompany Christ when He came in glory. (See Genesis 9: 21-23 Inspired version)

Through the Law of Zion the saints were to secure an eternal inheritance with God in the resurrection. The Lord said of this in a revelation. “If you will that I give unto you a place in the Celestial world you must prepare yourselves by doing the things which I have commanded you and required of you” D&C 78:7
The divine economic Law was one of the requirements the Saints had to meet. The Lord declared “And whoso is found a faithful, a just, and a wise steward shall enter into the joy of his Lord, and shall inherit eternal life” D&C 51:18 Another revelation stated: “He that is a faithful and wise steward shall inherit all things.” D&C 78:22.  

Page 44: “A revelation to Joseph Smith…… declared that the saints had first to apply the economic Law of Zion and become “independent above all other creatures beneath the Celestial world” before they could “come up unto the crown prepared for you”. D&C 78:14-15. To that end they had first to become an independent people economically under Zion’s Law-an ensign and a standard to the world.” 

Page 223: “A revelation to Joseph Smith in 1834 stated that Zion’s law of consecration and stewardship  was based upon “the principles of the law of the celestial kingdom.” (D&C 105:5) That divine law was foreshadowed in a revelation to the prophet at Fayette, New York, 2 Jan 1831. (D&C 38:17-32) and it was revealed at Kirtland Ohio, February 9, 1831. as a requirement of the restored Gospel which the Saints had embraced. (D&C 42) In a revelation, the lord stated that the act of consecrating property was in fulfillment of “the law of my Gospel” (D&C 104:18). For this reason another revelation admonished the Saints: “See that ye….learn to impart one to another as the gospel requires”. (D&C 88:123)

As an essential part of the full gospel program, the Law of Consecration and Stewardship was based upon the premise expressed in the following revelation: “I, the Lord, stretched out the heavens, and built the earth, my very handiwork; and all things therein are mine. And it is my purpose to provide for my saints, for all things are mine.” D&C 104:14-15. This meant that of himself man had no legal right to the earth and its wealth. But by consecrating himself and his possessions to god, and by complying with other divine requirements , man could become an heir through Christ, of the Father’s kingdom and be made a steward  over a portion of the common possessions , in time and eternity. His life would then be established upon eternal truths by which he could achieve a true and perfect relationship with God,, his Father.”
Page 224: “The Law of Consecration and Stewardship was not a communal system. Instead, its roots were planted deep in the exalting principles of freedom, human dignity, and brotherhood which were expressed in the true Gospel of Jesus Christ. By sacred covenant, free, mature, and conscientious men of faith consecrated their possessions to God, in obedience to the Law of Christ to love their neighbour as themselves. Christ’s law required, first, that they uplift the downtrodden, and second, that thereafter they give each man an equal right and opportunity to acquire the wealth of the earth and the spiritual blessings of the everlasting Gospel. This was the dominant idea on which the system was based.” 
Page 225/6: “Reference has been made to Joseph Smith’s teachings that man could not become an heir in the Father’s Kingdom except by receiving the oath and covenant of the Melchezidek Priesthood. This included the need to embrace and apply the covenant of consecration. To Bishop Edward Partridge the Prophet wrote: “The fact is this, a man is bound by the law of the church to consecrate to the Bishop, before he can be considered a legal heir to the Kingdom of Zion; and this too, without constraint; and unless he does this, he cannot be acknowledged before the Lord on the Church Book.” HC 1: page 364. 
Wilford Woodruff was one who consecrated his property in Clay County, Missouri. In his journal, he gave the explanation of his action: “Believing it to be the duty  of the Latter-day Saints to consecrate and dedicate all their properties, with themselves, unto God, in order to become lawful heirs to the Celestial Kingdom of God, it was under such a view of the subject that I consecrated before the Bishop of the church.” (Journal of Wilford Woodruff Dec 31, 1834.) 
He then recorded the covenant which he embraced and the purpose of that covenant:

“Be it known that I Wilford Woodruff, freely covenant with my God that I freely consecrate and dedicate myself, together with all my properties and effects unto the Lord, for the purpose of assisting in building up His Kingdom, even Zion, on the earth. That I may keep His Law and lay all things before the Bishop of His Church, that I may be a lawful heir in the Kingdom of God, even the Celestial Kingdom. (ibid). 
As man became an heir by the act and program of consecration, he acquired certain basic rights within the divine economic order. Among these were two of major significance.     

First, each heir had the right to be a steward over sufficient of the Lord’s property. (or an income producing responsibility) to support himself and his family on an equal economic standard with others in the society. 
Second, each heir had an equal right with other stewards to draw funds from the Lord’s storehouse, where surplus property and wealth were kept to operate and expand his stewardship. (See D&C 70:8)

These were the two central features of Zion’s economic order, and upon them the whole system rested.” 
Note much detail is then given of how Zion’s Law of Consecration and Stewardship was to function. (See pages 227-261)
Page 236/237: “But according to the covenant which a man made when he consecrated, and by which he was bound thereafter, his stewardship belonged to the Lord. It was consecrated property, and he was a consecrated person. As long as he freely and voluntarily sustained that position, he was to act as though the property he managed belonged to the Lord and, as a joint heir through Christ, be a steward over part of their common possessions. To some brethren who were under the covenant of consecration, the lord said by revelation:
“And again, a commandment I give unto you concerning your stewardship which I have appointed unto you. Behold, all these properties are mine, or else your faith is vain, and ye are found hypocrites, and the covenants which ye have made unto me are broken; And if the properties are mine, then ye are stewards; otherwise ye are no stewards. But verily I say unto you, I have appointed unto you to be stewards over mine house, even stewards indeed.”  D&C 104:54-57. (see also D&C 104;14-18.) Unless consecrated property belonged to Christ, the faith of those who embraced the Law of Zion was vain, for they were consecrated persons and as such they were heirs through Christ of all that the father possessed…….. Under Zion’s law men were to be stewards, “even stewards indeed.” D&C 104:57 END
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