Brief Notes on Adam-Ondi-Ahman and Independence 
See the study Adam-Michael the Archangel
Scriptures
D&C 116: "Spring Hill is named by the Lord Adam-ondi-Ahman, because, said he, it is the place where Adam shall come to visit his people, or the Ancient of Days shall sit, as spoken of by Daniel the prophet." 
D&C 107:53-57: “Three years previous to the death of Adam, he called Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, Enoch, and Methuselah, who were all high priests, with the residue of his posterity who were righteous, into the valley of Adam-ondi-Ahman, and there bestowed upon them his last blessing. And the Lord appeared unto them, and they rose up and blessed Adam, and called him Michael, the prince, the archangel. And the Lord administered comfort unto Adam and said unto him: I have set thee to be at the head; a multitude of nations shall come of thee, and thou art a prince over them forever. And Adam stood up in the midst of the congregation; and, notwithstanding he was bowed down with age, being full of the Holy Ghost, predicted whatsoever should befall his posterity unto the latest generation. These things were all written in the book of Enoch and are to be testified of in due time.” 
Note on Adam-ondi-Ahman being called Spring Hill

“However, in May 1838, the Prophet Joseph visited an area in northern Missouri where Lyman Wight and a few others had built their homes. This was about twenty-five miles north-east of Far West. The brethren had called the place “Spring Hill,” but the Prophet is credited with identifying the area at that time as “the place where Adam shall come to visit his people, or the Ancient of Days shall sit, as spoken of by Daniel the prophet.” 
Since this valley is designated as the place where Adam shall again visit his people, and is specifically named Adam-ondi-Ahman, it is thus understood to be the valley of the same name in which Adam blessed his posterity three years before his death, as already mentioned. 
The Prophet Joseph is also reported to have taught that the remains of an altar, used by Adam, were in this vicinity, as will be noted later. Thus, the term Adam-ondi-Ahman has been used to denote a relatively large geographical area of northern Missouri and also a particular valley and hill in that area.” http://byustudies.byu.edu/shop/pdfSRC/13.1Matthews.pdf)

For more information read the book Refiner’s Fire, By Alvin R. Dyer
https://churchofjesuschristtemples.org/adam-ondi-ahman-temple/
https://rsc.byu.edu/foundations-restoration/history-doctrine-adam-ondi-ahman-revelation-dc-116
Description of Adam-ondi Ahman Today

“Spring Hill is about 25 miles North-East of Far West. Adam-ondi-Ahman  is a historic site along the east bluffs above the Grand River in Daviess County, Missouri.” Wikipedia

“The site known today as “Adam-ondi-Ahman” is located at a bend of the Grand River in Daviess County, northern Missouri, about six miles north of the town of Gallatin. The immediate area probably looks pretty much the same today as it did in the early 1830s, although there are a few farmhouses nearby and the valley is planted with field corn in the summer. There are no modern super-highways in the vicinity, few inhabitants, and no outward signs of the settlement that once was there. 

The writer has visited Adam-ondi-Ahman in every season of the year and has been impressed with its solitude and quietness. It is a beautiful place with grassy, gently rolling hills partially covered with groves of trees, and bordered on three sides by a flat, level valley a mile or so in width. In the spring and summer, the air is filled with the pleasant sounds of birds, squirrels and crickets. It is difficult to imagine a more peaceful, beautiful wilderness area.
Adam-ondi-Ahman Robert J. Matthews 1972 BYU studies 

(See http://byustudies.byu.edu/shop/pdfSRC/13.1Matthews.pdf)

A walk through the area today reveals little of what once existed at Adam-ondi-Ahman. If one looks for it, he can find the remains of the brick storehouse, a few logs, and the stone foundation of the Lyman Wight house. The writer has also found what he believes to be a few levelled-out places on the hillside where homes were once built.

Little had been done with Adam-ondi-Ahman since 1839 until very recently…...In 1944 Elder Wilford Wood purchased approximately thirty acres of land at Adam-ondi-Ahman for the Church. This purchase included the site of Tower Hill and the Wight home. Since that time the Church has acquired several hundred acres of land through the industrious and careful stewardship of Elder Alvin R. Dyer. Included in the purchases are parts of the valley, Spring Hill (including the storehouse and temple sites), and surrounding areas.

The U.S. Government has proposed an earth fill dam and a reclamation project on the Grant River, which will no doubt have a tremendous effect on the area in the near future. To be known as the “Pattonsburg Dam,” it will be visible from the hill and the valley of Adam-ondi-Ahman and will create a sizable body of water in the immediate vicinity. Electrical

Power will be produced, and new highways and bridges will be built to give access to the area. The reservoir of water will probably also stimulate a recreation and tourist trade. This will create a different scene for Adam-ondi- Ahman. Ibid Robert J. Matthews
Note: Re the “Pattonsburg Dam” Alvin R Dyer wrote in his book Refiner’s fire: 

“At this time (1956) while presiding over the central states Mission, I made intercession in behalf of the church with the US engineers at Kansas City, whose chief accompanied me to Adam-ondi-Ahman. It was learned that the preliminary design arrived at over a number of years study, was to locate the proposed dam south and east from Tower hill, Spring Hill, and the valleys of Adam-ondi-Ahman. I suggested that the dam site be relocated and placed further north so as not to seriously affect the area that was sacred to our people.” (Note the dam was relocated due to the efforts of Elder Dyer. (See pages 205-209)
Meaning of  ‘Adam-ondi-Ahman’
Adam-ondi-Ahman is interpreted by one to mean “the Valley of God,” by another as “Adam’s consecrated Land,” and by another, “Adam’s grave.”

“The very word itself speaks of the manner in which Adam has received the “Keys of Salvation” under the counsel and direction of the Holy One, who is Jesus Christ the Lord. 
The word “Adam” refers directly to Adam.
The word “ondi,” means nearby or connected with. 
The word “Ahman” means the Lord himself. 
Therefore a literal translation of the words “Adam-ondi-Ahman” means “The Lord Jesus Christ, through Adam unto mankind.”     (The Lord Speaketh (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1964), p. 216. Alvin R. Dyer)
Altars at Adam-ondi-Ahman

In the Spring of 1838, Joseph Smith, Jr. visited the site. He proclaimed there were either two or three altars built by Adam at the site. One altar called the "altar of prayer" was by Lyman's house on Tower Hill. It was described as "sixteen feet long, by nine or ten feet wide, having its greatest extent north and south. The height of the altar at each end was some two and a half feet, gradually rising higher to the center, which was between four and five feet high — the whole surface being crowning." The other altar — called the "altar of sacrifice" — was said to be a mile to the north on top of Spring Hill.
Heber C. Kimball said: "The Prophet Joseph called upon Brother Brigham, myself and others, saying, ‘Brethren, come, go along with me, and I will show you something.’ He led us a short distance to a place where were the ruins of three altars built of stone, one above the other, and one standing a little back of the other, like unto the pulpits in the Kirtland Temple, representing the order of three grades of Priesthood; ‘There,’ said Joseph, ‘is the place where Adam offered up sacrifice after he was cast out of the garden.’ The altar stood at the highest point of the bluff. I went and examined the place several times while I remained there."
The Garden of Eden was in the Area of Jackson County

Brigham Young said to Wilford Woodruff

“At a conference of the Sunday School children in the old Tabernacle on the 30th of March (1873), Elder Woodruff reported Brigham Young as saying, "Joseph, the Prophet, told me that the Garden of Eden was in Jackson County, Missouri. When Adam was driven out he went to the place we now call Adam-ondi-Ahman, Daviess County, Missouri. There he built an altar and offered sacrifice." (Wilford Woodruff, p. 481) 
Heber C. Kimball,

“I will say more, the spot chosen for the garden of Eden was Jackson County, in the State of Missouri, where Independence now stands; it was occupied in the morn of creation by Adam and his associates who came with him for the express purpose of peopling this earth. (Heber C. Kimball, June 27, 1863, Journal of Discourses [abbr. JD] 10: 235.
On May 19, 1838, Joseph Smith formally revealed his belief that Adam-ondi-Ahman was indeed the exiled Garden of Eden. On June 25, 1838, at a conference in Wight's orchard, a Mormon settlement at Adam-ondi-Ahman was formally established. Within a few months its population grew to 1500. 

Further Notes on Adam-ondi-Ahman

(Taken from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam-ondi-Ahman) 

President Smoot said that he and Alanson Ripley, while surveying at the town [i.e., Adam-ondi-Ahman], which was about 22 miles from Jackson County, Missouri, came across a stone wall in the midst of a dense forest of underbrush. The wall was 30 feet long, 3 feet thick, and 4 feet high. It was laid in mortar or cement. When Joseph visited the place and examined the wall, he said it was the remains of an altar built by Father Adam and upon which he offered sacrifices after he was driven from the Garden of Eden. He said that the Garden of Eden was located in Jackson County, Missouri. The whole town of Adam-ondi-Ahman was in the midst of a thick and heavy forest of timber and the place was named in honor of Adam's altar. The Prophet explained that it was upon this altar where Adam blessed his sons and his posterity, prior to his death. (BYU Studies, Vol. 13, No. 4, p.565)
Elder Dyer also has gathered reports of early brethren and residents of Daviess county which describe Adam-ondi-Ahman as the site of two ancient altars (neither of which is now to be seen) used by Adam. One of these, an "altar of prayer" he locates not far from the Lyman Wight house on Tower Hill. The other, an "altar of sacrifice," is said to have been situated a mile or so away near the top of Spring Hill. (BYU Studies, Vol. 13, No. 1, p.31) 
A Storehouse and a Temple Site at Adam-ondi-Ahman
“A red brick storehouse was erected part way up Spring Hill. Although it is grass-covered today and cattle graze there, remains of the bricks can still be found forming a slight rise or knoll on the surface of the ground. At the top of the hill, perhaps a mile from the storehouse, at a spot permitting a view of the surrounding country in every direction, a site was marked out and dedicated for a temple block. 
Elder Heber C. Kimball, who was present at the dedication, is credited with the following report of this event: 
“After hearing of the mobbing, burning and robbing in Gallatin, Daviess Co. and the region round about the brethren of Caldwell went directly to Adam-ondi-Ahman, which is on the west fork of Grand River. Thomas B. Marsh, David W. Patten, Brigham Young, myself, Parley P. Pratt and John Taylor amongst the number. When we arrived there, we found the Prophet Joseph, Hyrum Smith and Sidney Rigdon, with hundreds of others of the Saints, preparing to defend themselves from the mob who were threatening the destruction of our people. . .. 
While there we laid out a city on a high elevated piece of land, and set the stakes for the four corners of a temple block, which was dedicated, Brother Brigham Young being mouth; there were from three to five hundred men present on the occasion, under arms. 
This elevated spot was probably from two hundred and fifty to five hundred feet above the level of Grand River, so that one could look east, west, north and south, as far as the eye

could reach; it was one of the most beautiful places I ever beheld. 
The Prophet Joseph called upon Brother Brigham, myself and others, saying, “Brethren, come, go along with me, and I will show you something.” He led us a short distance to a place where were the ruins of three altars built of stone, one above the other, and one standing a little back of the other, like unto the pulpits in the Kirtland Temple, representing the order of three grades of Priesthood; “There,” said Joseph, “is the place where Adam offered up sacrifice after he was cast out of the garden.” The altar stood at the highest point of the bluff.” 
Orson F. Whitney, Life of Heber C. Kimball by Stevens and Wallis 1945 pages 208-209 Quoted in Robert J. Matthews 
‘A Most Holy Place’
“I have been privileged to feel the nearness of President McKay's spirit. I have felt the majesty of his soul as we stood in the valley of Adam-ondi-Ahman, observing in the short distance a place there known as Spring Hill, referred to in Section 116 of the Doctrine and Covenants as the place where Adam, Michael, or the "Ancient of Days," in accordance with the prophecy of Daniel, shall in the due time of the Lord visit the earth for an important reason, and while there hearing President McKay utter quietly, "This is a most holy place." (Elder Alvin R Dyer Conference Report, October 1967, p.41) 
The Ancient of Days-Michael-Adam
The Prophet Joseph Smith
“Daniel in his seventh chapter speaks of the Ancient of days; he means the oldest man, our Father Adam, Michael, he will call his children together and hold a council with them to prepare them for the coming of the Son of Man. He (Adam) is the father of the human family, and presides over the spirits of all men, and all that have had the keys must stand before him in this grand council. This may take place before some of us leave this stage of action. The Son of Man stands before him, and there is given him glory and dominion. Adam delivers up his stewardship to Christ, that which was delivered to him as holding the keys of the universe but retains his standing as head of the human family.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.157) 
The Council of Priesthood Leaders at Adam-ondi-Ahman
Elder Joseph Fielding Smith
“It was in the night vision that all this was shown to Daniel, and he saw the Son of Man come to the grand council, as he did to the first grand council in the valley of Adam-ondi-Ahman, and there he received the keys from Adam "and there was given to him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." (Dan. 7: 13-14.) 
In this council Christ will take over the reigns of government, officially, on this earth, and "the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him," even Jesus Christ. Until this grand council is held, Satan shall hold rule in the nations of the earth; but at that time thrones are to be cast down and man's rule shall come to an end -- for it is decreed that the Lord shall make an end of all nations. (D.C. 87:6.) Preparation for this work is now going on. Kingdoms are already tottering, some have fallen; but eventually they shall all go the way of the earth, and he shall come whose right it is to rule. Then shall he give the government to the saints of the Most High. 

This council in the valley of Adam-ondi-Ahman is to be of the greatest importance to this world. At that time there will be a transfer of authority from the usurper and impostor, Lucifer, to the rightful King, Jesus Christ. Judgment will be set and all who have held keys will make their reports and deliver their stewardships, as they shall be required. 
Adam will direct this judgment, and then he will make his report, as the one holding the keys for this earth, to his Superior Officer, Jesus Christ. Our Lord will then assume the reins of government; directions will be given to the Priesthood; and He, whose right it is to rule, will be installed officially by the voice of the Priesthood there assembled. 
This grand council of Priesthood will be composed, not only of those who are faithful who now dwell on this earth, but also of the prophets and apostles of old, who have had directing authority. Others may also be there, but if so, they will be there by appointment, for this is to be an official council called to attend to the most momentous matters ' concerning the destiny of this earth.” (Joseph Fielding Smith The Way to Perfection, p.289-291) 
Far West Missouri

Wikipedia

“Towards the end of 1836, Caldwell County was created specifically for Mormon settlement to recompense Mormon losses in Jackson County. Shortly after the creation of Caldwell County, Far West was made the county seat.

Far West became a ghost town soon after the departure of most of the Mormon population. The county seat was moved to Kingston, Missouri and many of the log houses in Far West were relocated. Former Mormon John Whitmer continued to live in the nearly empty town, where he owned a large farm.

Today Far West is a historic site seven miles (11.26 km) south of U.S. Highway 36 on State Route D. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints maintains a historic site there, including the cornerstones of the planned temple. Some Latter Day Saints expect that a temple will be located on this spot at some time in the future. The Community of Christ, formerly known as the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, has a branch congregation that meets in Far West.

In 2004 construction began on a historic village adjacent to the temple site. It is operated by the Far West Historical Society to accommodate and increase tourism. The Country Store has been in operation since 2006. Future plans include overnight housing and conference facilities. The progress of this project indicates a major shift in the growth of the area.”

Notes on Independence, Jackson County, Missouri

See the April 1979 Ensign for articles on the Church in the Missouri Period.

‘The Way It Looks Today:’ A Camera Tour of Church History Sites in Missouri April 1979 

 ‘Missouri’s Impact on the Church,’ Max H Parkin Ensign, Apr 1979
See the July 2001 Ensign for further articles on the Missouri Period.

‘From High Hopes to Despair: The Missouri Period, 1831–39,’ Alexander L. Baugh Ensign, Jul 2001

 ‘Lessons from the Experience’ Max H Parkin Ensign, Jul 2001 
Independence is a city and is part of the greater Kansas City metropolitan area in Western Missouri. It is the the fourth largest city in the state. It is the county seat of Jackson County. It is 12 Miles from the centre of Kansas City. It lies on the south bank of the Missouri River, near the western edge of the state. Independence is located at 39°4′47″N, 94°24′24″W. The city has a total area of 108 square miles. The population density is 1120 people per square mile.

As of the 2000 census, the city had a total population of 113,288. The population density was 1,446 people per square mile. There were 50,213 housing units. The racial makeup of the city was 91.87% White, 2.59% African American, 0.70% Asian, 0.64% Native American, 0.46% Pacific Islander, 1.43% from other races. Hispanic or Latino of any race was 3.69% of the population.
Jackson County has a population (2000 census) 303000.  Jackson County covers 464 square miles. The population density is 655 per square mile. Missouri total population in the 2000 census is 4,100,000.
Kansas City Metropolitan area has a population of nearly 1.88 million (2007) that covers eleven counties in Missouri and Kansas. In 2007, Worldwide ERC and Primary Relocation recognized Kansas City third overall as one of the "Best Cities for Relocating Families" in the United States. Also in March 2007, Money rated Overland Park, Kansas, 6th best city to live in the United States.
Average Temperatures
Jan 25, Feb 31, Mar 42, Apr 54, May 64, Jun 73, July 78, Aug 76, Sep 67, Oct 56, Nov 43, Dec 30

It is 1033 ft above sea level

The average family income for Independence is 48,336, Jackson County as of (2000) is $51,943 and for Missouri as a whole $36,797. Average Home prices (2007) Independence $93,573, Jackson County $125245, Missouri $119689 USA $173,585. Median rental for Independence is $418

There is a 6-hour time difference to the UK. The Time Zone is UCT/GMT

D&C 101:70-71: “Which saith, or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the Land of Zion…all the land which can be purchased in Jackson County and the counties round about…”
Missouri has 114 counties. See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_counties_in_Missouri
Of particular interest to Latter Day Saints are Jackson, Caldwell, Daviess and Clay counties.

Each county has a county seat which is the county headquarters.

Jackson County seat is Independence

Caldwell County seat is Kingston

Daviess County seat is Gallatin

Clay County seat is Liberty
Ray County seat is Richmond
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