Babylon-The Great and Abominable Church
Introduction
In the scriptures Spiritual Babylon is also referred to as the “Great and Abominable church.”

The Devil is a powerful influence over Babylon by increasing wickedness. 

Babylon could be referred to as the ‘Kingdom of the Devil.’

Babylon is also referred to as ‘that great church, the mother of abominations.’
Babylon affects all nations in a variety of ways. 
Babylon will be destroyed in the last days prior to the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The saints are admonished in scripture to gather out of Babylon and create Zion before the destruction of Babylon. 

See the study: Are the Saints in Bondage to Babylon
Hugh Nibley said the following about Babylon

“Babylon’s King is equated with Lucifer”  “Babylon is in all things the counterpart of Zion.” 

 “I would quote a hundred scriptures to show that Babylon is the inverse image of Zion.”

“How do we learn about Babylon? Go to the nearest city centre on a busy day, or a Saturday evening, or read the newspaper and listen to the news headlines. The worst possible thing about living in Babylon (hell) is feeling at home there. Do we really feel at home in the midst of such wickedness? The activities of Babylon centre on wealth, power, image, fame, pride, looks, covetousness, in fact all things opposite to the Fulness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Take for example the United Order which is designed to bring about equality. In Babylon it is every man for himself and obtaining riches for the benefit of oneself. As Korihor the Anti-Christ preached: “Every man fared in this life according to the management of the creature; therefore every man prospered according to his genius, and that every man conquered according to his strength; and whatever a man did was no crime….telling them that when a man was dead, that was the end thereof.” Alma 30:17-18  1971-1972 BYU lectures “Zion or our Condemnation”

Elder D Todd Christofferson General Conference Oct 2008. “The antithesis and antagonist of Zion is Babylon. The city of Babylon was originally Babel, of Tower of Babel fame, and later became the capital of the Babylonian empire. Its principal edifice was the temple of Bel, or Baal, the idol referred to by Old Testament prophets as “The Shame,” given the sexual perversions that were associated with its worship. Its worldliness, its worship of evil, and the captivity of Judah there following the conquest of 587 B.C. all combine to make Babylon the symbol of decadent societies and spiritual bondage.”
Scriptures on Babylon
Doctrine and Covenants

D&C 1:13-16: “And the anger of the Lord is kindled, and his sword is bathed in Heaven, and it shall fall upon the inhabitants of the earth. And the Arm of the Lord shall be revealed; and the day cometh that they who will not hear the voice of the Lord, neither the voice of his servants, neither give heed to the words of the prophets and apostles, shall be cut off from among the people; For they have strayed from mine ordinances, and have broken mine Everlasting Covenant,
They seek not the Lord to establish his righteousness, but every man walketh in his own way, and after the image of his own god, whose image is in the likeness of the world, and whose substance is that of an idol, which waxeth old and shall perish in Babylon, even Babylon the great, which shall fall.” 
D&C 1:35: “…And will that all men shall know that the day speedily cometh; the hour is not yet, but is nigh at hand, when peace shall be taken from the earth, and the Devil shall have power over his own dominion.” (His dominion is Babylon)
D&C 10:56: “But it is they who do not fear me, neither keep my commandments but build up churches unto themselves to get gain, yea, and all those that do wickedly and build up the kingdom of the devil--yea, verily, verily, I say unto you, that it is they that I will disturb, and cause to tremble and shake to the center.”
D&C 29:21: “And the great and abominable church, which is the whore of all the earth, shall be cast down by devouring fire, according as it is spoken by the mouth of Ezekiel the prophet, who spoke of these things, which have not come to pass but surely must, as I live, for abominations shall not reign.”
D&C 35:10-11: “And the time speedily cometh that great things are to be shown forth unto the children of men; But without faith shall not anything be shown forth except desolations upon Babylon, the same which has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.”
D&C 64:24: “For after today cometh the burning--this is speaking after the manner of the Lord--for verily I say, tomorrow all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up, for I am the Lord of Hosts; and I will not spare any that remain in Babylon.”
D&C 86:3: “And after they have fallen asleep the great persecutor of the church, the apostate, the whore, even Babylon, that maketh all nations to drink of her cup, in whose hearts the enemy, even Satan, sitteth to reign--behold he soweth the tares; wherefore, the tares choke the wheat and drive the church into the wilderness.”
D&C 88:94: “And another angel shall sound his trump, saying: ‘That great church, the mother of abominations, that made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, that persecuteth the saints of God, that shed their blood--she who sitteth upon many waters, and upon the islands of the sea--behold, she is the tares of the earth; she is bound in bundles; her bands are made strong, no man can loose them; therefore, she is ready to be burned. And he shall sound his trump both long and loud, and all nations shall hear it.”
D&C 133:5-7: “Go ye out from Babylon. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord. Call your solemn assemblies and speak often one to another. And let every man call upon the name of the Lord. Yea, verily I say unto you again, the time has come when the voice of the Lord is unto you: Go ye out of Babylon; gather ye out from among the nations, from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”
D&C 133:10-14: “Yea, let the cry go forth among all people: Awake and arise and go forth to meet the Bridegroom; behold and lo, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Prepare yourselves for the great day of the Lord. Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour. Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion. And let them who be of Judah flee unto Jerusalem, unto the mountains of the Lord's house. Go ye out from among the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon.”
New Testament

Revelations 17:4-6: And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: And upon her forehead [was] a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration. 
Revelations 18: 2-5, 7-11, 14: “And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils…..For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. And I heard another voice from Heaven, saying, ‘Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues; for her sins have reached unto Heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities..... 
How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, ‘I sit as a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.’ Therefore, shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her. 
And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning, Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come.’ And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more….  And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all.” 
Revelations 18:15-24 Extracts: “The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! For in one hour so great riches is come to nought…… for in one hour is she made desolate.

 Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her. And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all.
And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee; And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.”
Book of Mormon

1 Nephi 13:4-9: “And it came to pass that I saw among the nations of the Gentiles the formation of a great church. And the angel said unto me: Behold the formation of a church which is most abominable above all other churches, which slayeth the saints of God, yea, and tortureth them and bindeth them down, and yoketh them with a yoke of iron, and bringeth them down into captivity. And it came to pass that I beheld this great and abominable church; and I saw the devil that he was the founder of it. 
And I also saw gold, and silver, and silks, and scarlets, and fine-twined linen, and all manner of precious clothing; and I saw many harlots. And the angel spake unto me, saying: ‘Behold the gold, and the silver, and the silks, and the scarlets, and the fine-twined linen, and the precious clothing, and the harlots, are the desires of this great and abominable church. And also for the praise of the world do they destroy the saints of God, and bring them down into captivity.” 

1 Nephi 14:3-4, 6-7, 9-17: “And that great pit, which hath been digged for them by that Great and Abominable Church, which was founded by the devil and his children, that he might lead away the souls of men down to hell--yea, that great pit which hath been digged for the destruction of men shall be filled by those who digged it, unto their utter destruction, saith the Lamb of God……Therefore, wo be unto the Gentiles if it so be that they harden their hearts against the Lamb of God.
For the time cometh, saith the Lamb of God, that I will work a great and a marvelous work among the children of men; a work which shall be everlasting, either on the one hand or on the other--either to the convincing of them unto peace and Life Eternal, or unto the deliverance of them to the hardness of their hearts and the blindness of their minds unto their being brought down into captivity, and also into destruction, both temporally and spiritually, according to the captivity of the devil, of which I have spoken.
And it came to pass that he said unto me: ‘Look, and behold that Great and Abominable Church, which is the mother of abominations, whose founder is the devil.’ And he said unto me: ‘Behold there are save two churches only; the one is the church of the Lamb of God, and the other is the church of the devil; wherefore, whoso belongeth not to the church of the Lamb of God belongeth to that great church, which is the mother of abominations; and she is the whore of all the earth.’

And it came to pass that I looked and beheld the whore of all the earth, and she sat upon many waters; and she had dominion over all the earth, among all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people. And it came to pass that I beheld the church of the Lamb of God, and its numbers were few, because of the wickedness and abominations of the whore who sat upon many waters; nevertheless, I beheld that the church of the Lamb, who were the saints of God, were also upon all the face of the earth; and their dominions upon the face of the earth were small, because of the wickedness of the great whore whom I saw.

And it came to pass that I beheld that the great mother of abominations did gather together multitudes upon the face of all the earth, among all the nations of the Gentiles, to fight against the Lamb of God. And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld the power of the Lamb of God, that it descended upon the saints of the church of the Lamb, and upon the covenant people of the Lord, who were scattered upon all the face of the earth; and they were armed with righteousness and with the Power of God in Great Glory. 
And it came to pass that I beheld that the wrath of God was poured out upon that Great and Abominable Church, insomuch that there were wars and rumors of wars among all the nations and kindreds of the earth. And as there began to be wars and rumors of wars among all the nations which belonged to the mother of abominations, the angel spake unto me, saying: ‘Behold, the wrath of God is upon the mother of harlots; and behold, thou seest all these things—

And when the day cometh that the wrath of God is poured out upon the mother of harlots, which is the Great and Abominable Church of all the earth, whose founder is the devil, then, at that day, the work of the Father shall commence, in preparing the way for the fulfilling of his covenants, which he hath made to his people who are of the House of Israel.” 
1 Nephi 22:13-14: “And the blood of that Great and Abominable church, which is the whore of all the earth, shall turn upon their own heads; for they shall war among themselves, and the sword of their own hands shall fall upon their own heads, and they shall be drunken with their own blood. And every nation which shall war against thee, O house of Israel, shall be turned one against another, and they shall fall into the pit which they digged to ensnare the people of the Lord. And all that fight against Zion shall be destroyed, and that great whore, who hath perverted the right ways of the Lord, yea, that great and abominable church, shall tumble to the dust and great shall be the fall of it.” 
1 Nephi 22:22-23: “And the righteous need not fear, for they are those who shall not be confounded. But it is the Kingdom of the Devil, which shall be built up among the children of men which kingdom is established among them which are in the flesh. For the time speedily shall come that all churches which are built up to get gain, and all those who are built up to get power over the flesh, and those who are built up to become popular in the eyes of the world,  those who seek the lusts of the flesh and the things of the world, and do all manner of iniquity; tea in fine all those who belong to the Kingdom of the Devil are they who need fear, and tremble, and quake; they are those who must be brought low in the dust; they are those who must be consumed as stubble and this is according to the words of the prophet.” 
2 Nephi 28:18-19: “But behold, that Great and Abominable Church, the whore of all the earth must tumble to the ground, and great must be the fall thereof. For the kingdom of the devil must shake, and they, which belong to it must needs be stirred up unto repentance or the Devil will grasp them with his everlasting chains and they be stirred up to anger and perish.
Old Testament

Isaiah 47:7-15: “And thou saidst, I shall be lady for ever: so that thou didst not lay these things to thy heart, neither didst remember the latter end of it. Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to pleasures, that dwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me; I shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss of children:

But these two things shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and widowhood: they shall come upon thee in their perfection for the multitude of thy sorceries, and for the great abundance of thine enchantments. For thou hast trusted in thy wickedness: thou hast said, None seeth me. Thy wisdom and thy knowledge, it hath perverted thee; and thou hast said in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me.

Therefore shall evil come upon thee; thou shalt not know from whence it riseth and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be able to put it off: and desolation shall come upon thee suddenly, which thou shalt not know.
Stand now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein thou hast laboured from thy youth; if so be thou shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail. Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come upon thee.

Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves from the power of the flame: there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it. Thus shall they be unto thee with whom thou hast laboured, even thy merchants, from thy youth: they shall wander everyone to his quarter; none shall save thee.”
Isaiah 48:20: “Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it even to the end of the earth; say ye, ‘The Lord hath redeemed His servant Jacob’” 
Isaiah 52:11-12: “Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord. For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight: for the Lord will go before you; and the God of Israel will be your rearward.” 

Jeremiah 51:6-8, 10: “Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul: be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the time of the Lord’s vengeance; he will render unto her a recompence. Babylon [hath been] a golden cup in the Lord’s hand that made all the earth drunken: the nations have drunken of her wine; therefore, the nations are mad. Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed: howl for her; take balm for her pain, if so be she may be healed. The Lord hath brought forth our righteousness: come and let us declare in Zion the work of the Lord our God.”
Zechariah 2:7: “Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest [with] the daughter of Babylon.”
Articles on Babylon

“Warring against the Saints of God,” Stephen E. Robinson, Ensign, Jan 1988
The meaning of the term “The Great and Abominable Church”
“When we put all this together, we find that the term Great and Abominable church means an immense assembly or association of people bound together by their loyalty to that which God hates. Most likely, this “church” is involved specifically in sexual immorality, idolatry (that is, false worship), or both. While the book of Revelation does not use the exact phrase “Great and Abominable church,” both John and Nephi use a number of similar phrases to describe it. They call it the “Mother of Harlots, and Abominations,” “Mother of Abominations,” and “the whore that sitteth upon many waters.” (Rev. 17:1, 5; 1 Ne. 14:10–11.)

The major characteristics of the Great and Abominable Church described in 1 Nephi may be listed as follows:

1. It persecutes, tortures, and slays the Saints of God. (See 1 Ne. 13:5.)

2. It seeks wealth and luxury. (See 1 Ne. 13:7–8.)

3. It is characterized by sexual immorality. (See 1 Ne. 13:7.)

4. It has excised plain and precious things from the scriptures. (See 1 Ne. 13:26–29.)

5. It has dominion over all the earth, among all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people. (See 1 Ne. 14:11.)

6. Its fate is to be consumed by a world war, when the nations it incites against the Saints war among themselves until the great and abominable church itself is destroyed. (See 1 Ne. 22:13–14.)
The meaning of the term “Babylon”
Another symbol used in the book of Revelation to represent the Great and Abominable Church, as well as worldliness and wickedness in general, is Babylon. Five of the six characteristics identified in 1 Nephi are also attributed to Babylon in the Book of Revelation:

1. Babylon is drunk with the blood of the Saints, the martyrs of Jesus, and the prophets. (See Rev. 17:6; Rev. 18:24.)

2. She is known for her enjoyment of great wealth and luxury. (See Rev. 17:4; Rev. 18:3, 11–16.)

3. She is characterized by wanton sexual immorality. (See Rev. 17:1–2, 5)

4. She has dominion over all nations. (See Rev. 17:15, 18; Rev. 18:3, 23–24.) 

5. Her fate is to be consumed by the very kings who, because of her deceptions, have made war on the Lamb. (See Rev. 17:14–16; Rev. 18:23) ……..
Babylon, the “woman … arrayed in purple and scarlet” described in Revelation 17–18, is specifically the Satanic counterpart of the virtuous woman in chapter 12 who symbolizes the Church of Jesus Christ that was forced into the wilderness (see JST, Rev. 12:6)—that is, which became inaccessible to human beings. Symbolizing the counterfeit church as an immoral woman which underscores the nature of her evil; she is physically and spiritually unfaithful, representing both sexual immorality and idolatry, the twin abominations of the Old Testament. Thus, she is the “mother of abominations.”
 “Babylon” Elder David Stone Ensign May 2006 page 90 (extracts only)
“Babylon was in the time of ancient Israel a city which had become sensual, decadent, and corrupt. The principle building in the city was a Temple to a false God, which we often refer to as Bel or Baal. However, that sensuality, corruption, and decadence, and the worshipping of false Gods are to be seen in many cities, great and small, scattered across the globe. As the Lord has said: ‘They seek not the Lord to establish His righteousness, but every man walketh in his own way, and after the image of His own God, whose image is in the likeness of the world “D&C 1:16 

“We see Babylon in our cities; we see Babylon in our communities; we see Babylon everywhere…. we seldom realize the extent to which we are a product of the culture of our place and time. During the days of ancient Israel, the people of the Lord were an island of the one true God, surrounded by an ocean of idolatry. The waves of that ocean crashed incessantly upon the shores of Israel…...Israel seemingly could not help itself, influenced by the culture of the place and time. Over and over again despite the prohibition of the Lord, despite what prophet and priest had said Israel went seeking after strange Gods and bowed down before them. 

How could Israel have forgotten the Lord, who brought them out of Egypt? They were constantly pressured by what was popular in the ambience in which they lived. What an insidious thing is this culture amidst which we live. It permeates our environment, and we think we are being reasonable and logical when all too often, we have been moulded by the ethos, what the Germans call the zeitgeist, or the culture of our place and time”  

“All too often, we are like puppets on a string, as our culture determines what is ‘cool’… seduced by our culture, we often hardly recognize our idolatry, as our strings are pulled by that which is popular in the Babylonian world. Indeed, as the poet Wordsworth said ‘The world is too much with us’” 
‘Ancient Babylon’ Institute OT Student Manual 1 Kings-Malachi G1 Page 231 
“Through conquest and commerce, the wealth of the world flowed into Babylon’s treasury, and Nebuchadnezzar used that wealth to glorify the city. The descriptive phrases found in the prophetic writings of the Old Testament describe Babylon’s glory. Daniel called it “this great Babylon” (Daniel 4:30) Jeremiah described it as the “Praise of the whole earth” (Jeremiah 51:41; Isaiah said it was “the lady of the Kingdoms” (Isaiah 47:5); “the glory of the kingdoms”; and the beauty of the Chaldeans Excellency” (Isaiah 13:19). Ancient historians spoke in detail of Babylon and showed that such descriptive phrases were not exaggerations. (See the Institute manual for these descriptions) 

“Babylon’s wealth and glory were accompanied by moral decay, wickedness and iniquity. So terrible were the morals of Babylon that the very name became the symbol for worldliness, spiritual wickedness, and Satan’s Kingdom. It is the “great whore” (Revelations 17:1); the mother of harlots and abominations (Revelation 17:5)
Nebuchadnezzar is prominent in the Bible as the ruler who destroys Jerusalem and carries off the Jews into their Babylonian captivity. The Jews were in bondage to Babylon for many years.” END

‘History of Ancient Babylon?’ http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylon
“Babylon was a city in the state of ancient Mesopotamia (which was sometimes considered an Empire) the remains of which can be found in present-day Al Hillah, Babil Province, Iraq, about 85 kilometers (55 mi) south of Baghdad. All that remains today of the ancient, famed city of Babylon is a mound, or tell, of broken mud-brick buildings and debris in the fertile Mesopotamian plain between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, in Iraq. 
Historical resources inform us that Babylon was at first a small town that had sprung up by the beginning of the third millennium BC (the dawn of the dynasties). The town flourished and attained prominence and political repute with the rise of the first Babylonian dynasty. It was the seat of the Neo-Babylonian Empire from 612 BC. The Hanging Gardens of Babylon were one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.
In the Bible, the name appears as Babel interpreted by Book of Genesis 11:9 to mean "confusion" (of languages), from the verb balbal, "to confuse". The Bible in Genesis 10 indicates that Nimrod was the original founder of Babel (Babylon).

It has been estimated that Babylon was the largest city in the world from ca. 1770 to 1670 BC and again between ca. 612 and 320 BC. It was perhaps the first city to reach a population above 200,000. Nebuchadnezzar, in a reign of more than forty years, gives Babylon its period of greatest fame.”
Journal Notes

I wrote the following in my journal 27 April 2000 “The Devil uses the Great and Abominable Church (Babylon) to fulfil his purposes in opposition to the work of God. The Great and Abominable Church (Babylon) is any nation, organization, group, church, political party, or society that leads people away from the true covenants and ordinances of the Gospel. The society of Babylon will encourage the breaking of the commandments of God. 

For example in recent years the government of the United Kingdom has relaxed laws on the Sabbath Day, alcohol consumption, drug taking, censorship of pornography, has formulated a school curriculum that teaches any form of sexual behavior is normal. The government has encouraged gambling through the lottery and the establishment of casinos, has been soft on criminal behaviour including the abolishing of capital punishment etc. In the United Kingdom the political leaders have assisted in the development of Babylon in various ways. 
Babylon is any society that promotes pride so that people will centre their minds on fame, wealth, fashion, image, opulence, adoration, and material goods. Babylon is symbolic of the wickedness of the world which is opposed to the work of God. It is the opposite of a Zion society which is based on the Law of God.” End of quote
Scriptures Used in this Study.
Doctrine and Covenants 
D&C 1:13-16; 1:35; 10:56; 29:21; 35:10-11; 64:24; 86:3; 88:94; 133:5-7; 133:10-14.
Book of Mormon

1 Nephi 13:4-9; 14:3-4, 6-7, 9-17; 22:13-14; 22:22-23; 2 Nephi 28:18-19; Alma 30:17-18. 

New Testament

Revelation 17:1; 17:4-6; 18:2-5, 7-11, 14; 15-24 extracts. 
Old Testament

Isaiah 13:19; 47:5; Isaiah 47:7-15 48:20; 52:11-12; Jeremiah 51:6-8, 10; 51:41; Daniel 4:30; Zechariah 2:7.  
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