Assist the Poor and Needy-An Obligation of Discipleship

Introduction
The Latter Day Saints have a covenantal obligation to help the poor and needy to relieve their suffering. It is a test of the Saints discipleship. There is a personal responsibility upon members of the church to assist the poor and needy within their extended family. Within the exhortation to “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them.” there should also be a willingness to help neighbours. The Saviour taught the responsibility to help those in need with the following parable: 
Matthew 25: 31-46: Parable of the Sheep and Goats
“When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father inherit   the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.
Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?’
And the King shall answer and say unto them, ‘Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.’
Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 
Then shall they also answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.’”
See the study Assist the Sick and Afflicted-Priesthood Blessings
See the study “Equality Through the Law Consecration” in the folder Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
Scriptures on Helping the Poor and Needy
Doctrine and Covenants

D&C 52:40: “And remember in all things the poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted, for he that doeth not these things, the same is not my disciple.” 

D&C 30:6: “And be you afflicted in all his afflictions, ever lifting up your heart unto me in prayer and faith, for his and your deliverance.” 
D&C 38:35: “And they shall look to the poor and the needy, and administer to their relief that they shall not suffer….”

D&C 38:16-17: “And for your salvation I give unto you a commandment, for I have heard your prayers, and the poor have complained before me, and the rich have I made, and all flesh is mine, and I am no respecter of persons. And I have made the earth rich and behold it is my footstool”
D&C 42:39: “For it shall come to pass, that which I spake by the mouths of my prophets shall be fulfilled; for I will consecrate of the riches of those who embrace my gospel among the Gentiles unto the poor of my people who are of the house of Israel.”
D&C 56:16: “Wo unto you rich men, that will not give your substance to the poor, for your riches will canker your souls; and this shall be your lamentation in the day of visitation, and of judgment, and of indignation: The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and my soul is not saved.”  
D&C 84:112: “And the bishop, Newel K. Whitney, also should travel round about and among all the churches searching after the poor to administer to their wants by humbling the rich and the proud.” 
D&C 104:15-18: “And it is my purpose to provide for my saints, for all things are mine. But it must needs be done in mine own way; and behold this is the way that I, the Lord, have decreed to provide for my saints, that the poor shall be exalted, in that the rich are made low. For the earth is full, and there is enough to spare, yea, I prepared all things, and have given unto the children of men to be agents unto themselves. Therefore, if any man shall take of the abundance which I have made, and impart not his portion, according to the law of my gospel, unto the poor and the needy, he shall, with the wicked, lift up his eyes in hell, being in torment.  
D&C 105:3: “But behold, they have not learned to be obedient to the things which I required at their hands, but are full of all manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance, as becometh saints, to the poor and afflicted among them” 

D&C 133:53: “In all their afflictions he was afflicted. And the angel of his presence saved them; and in his love, and in his pity, he redeemed them, and bore them, and carried them all the days of old.” (see Isaiah 63:9)

Book of Mormon
Jacob 2:17: “Think of your brethren like unto yourselves, and be familiar with all and free with your substance, that they may be rich like unto you. But before ye seek for riches seek ye the Kingdom of God, and after ye have obtained a hope in Christ ye shall obtain riches, if ye seek them; and ye will seek them for the intent to do good-to clothe the naked, and to feed the hungry, and to liberate the captive, and administer relief to the sick and the afflicted” 
Mosiah 4:16-19: “And also, ye yourselves will succor those that stand in need of your succor; ye will administer of your substance unto him that standeth in need; and ye will not suffer that the beggar putteth up his petition to you in vain, and turn him out to perish. 
Perhaps thou shalt say: ‘The man has brought upon himself his misery; therefore I will stay my hand, and will not give unto him of my food, nor impart unto him of my substance that he may not suffer, for his punishments are just—'

But I say unto you, O man, whosoever doeth this the same hath great cause to repent; and except he repenteth of that which he hath done he perisheth forever, and hath no interest in the kingdom of God. For behold, are we not all beggars? Do we not all depend upon the same Being, even God, for all the substance which we have, for both food and raiment, and for gold, and for silver, and for all the riches which we have of every kind?”
Mosiah 4:22-23: “And if ye judge the man who putteth up his petition to you for your substance that he perish not, and condemn him, how much more just will be your  condemnation for withholding your substance, which doth not belong to you but to God, to whom also your life belongeth; and yet ye put up no petition, nor repent of the thing which thou hast done. I say unto you, wo be unto that man, for his substance shall perish with him; and now, I say these things unto those who are rich as pertaining to the things of this world.”
Mosiah 4:26: “For the sake of retaining a remission of your sins from day to day, that ye may walk guiltless before God-I would that ye should impart of your substance to the poor, every man according to that which he hath, such as feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and administering to their relief, both spiritually and temporally, according to their wants.”
Mosiah 18:8-10, 27 (extracts): “And now as ye are desireth to come into the fold of God, and to be called his people and are willing to bear one another’s burdens, that they may be light; yea and are willing to mourn with those that mourn; yea, and comfort, those that stand in need of comfort…. If this be the desire of your hearts, what have you against being baptised…….and Alma commanded that the people of the church should impart of their substance, every one according to that which he had; if he had more abundantly he should impart more abundantly; and of him that had but little, but little should be required; and to him that had not should be given.” 
Alma 1:27: “And they did impart of their substance, every man according to that which he had, to the poor, and the needy, and the sick, and the afflicted; and they did not wear costly apparel, yet they were neat and comely.”
Alma 1:30: “And thus, in their prosperous circumstances, they did not send away any who were naked, or that were hungry, or that were athirst, or that were sick, or that had not been nourished; and they did not set their hearts upon riches; therefore they were liberal to all, both old and young, both bond and free, both male and female, whether out of the church or in the church, having no respect to persons as to those who stood in need.”

Alma 4:12-13: “Yea, he saw great inequality among the people, some lifting themselves up with their pride, despising others, turning their backs upon the needy and the naked and those who were hungry, and those who were athirst, and those who were sick and afflicted. Now this was a great cause for lamentations among the people, while others were abasing themselves, succoring those who stood in need of their succor, such as imparting their substance to the poor and the needy, feeding the hungry, and suffering all manner of afflictions, for Christ's sake, who should come according to the spirit of prophecy.” 

Alma 5:55-56: “Yea, and will you persist in turning your backs upon the poor, and the needy, and in withholding your substance from them? And finally, all ye that will persist in your wickedness, I say unto you that these are they who shall be hewn down and cast into the fire except they speedily repent.” 
Alma 34:28: “I say unto you do not suppose that this is all; for after ye have done all these things, if ye turn away the needy, and the naked, and visit not the sick and afflicted, and impart of your substance, if ye have, to those who stand in need-I say unto you, if ye do not these things, behold, your prayer is vain, and availeth you nothing, and ye are as hypocrites who do deny the faith.” 
Helaman 4:11-12: “Now this great loss of the Nephites, and the great slaughter, which was among them, would not have happened had it not been for their wickedness and their abomination which was among them; yea, and it was among those also who professed to belong to the church of God. And it was because of the pride of their hearts, because of their exceeding riches, yea, it was because of their oppression to the poor, withholding their food from the hungry, withholding their clothing from the naked, and smiting their humble brethren upon the cheek, making a mock of that which was sacred………...”
Mormon 8:37: “For behold, ye do love money and your substance, and your fine apparel….more than ye love the poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted.” 

Matthew 5:42: “Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.” 
New Testament

Luke 3:10-11: “And the people asked him, saying, ‘What shall we do then?’ He answereth and saith unto them, ‘He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do likewise.’”
Luke 14:13-14: “But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind, and thou shalt be blessed for they cannot recompense thee for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just
Luke 16:19-25: “There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 

And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died and was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.”

Romans 15:25-26: “But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem.”
2 Corinthians 8:12-14: “For if there first be a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye burdened; but by an equality that now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want, that their abundance also may be a supply for your want; that there may be equality. 
Galatians 2:10: “Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I also was forward to do.”
James 1:27:  “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” 
James 2:14-17: “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.” 
1 John 3:17: “But whoso hath this world’s goods and seeth his brother hath need and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the Love of God in him?” 

Old Testament

Proverbs 28:27: “He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse.”
Psalm 41:1:  “Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the Lord will deliver him in time of trouble.”

Isaiah 58:6-11: “Is not this the fast that I have chosen? To loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh? Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord shall be thy rereward. 

Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking vanity; And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday: And the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.” 
Exodus: 22:22-24: “Ye shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless child. If thou afflict them in any wise, and they cry at all unto me, I will surely hear their cry”
Leviticus 19:14: “Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stumbling-block before the blind, but shalt fear thy God: I am the Lord.”
Equality and Removal of Poverty Through the United Order

Latter Day Saints and their leaders are under obligation from God to look after the poor and needy until equality under the United Order is introduced:

D&C 44:6: “Behold I say unto you, that ye must visit the poor and the needy and administer to their relief, that they may be kept until all things may be done according to my law which ye have received.”

The Law which the saints received is the Law of Equality through the United Order:
D&C 51:9: “And let every man deal honestly and be alike among this people, and receive alike, that ye may be one, even as I have commanded you.” 
D&C 78:5: “That you may be equal in the bonds of heavenly things, yea and earthly things also, for the obtaining of heavenly things; for if ye are not equal in earthly things ye cannot be equal in obtaining heavenly things.” 
The Lord classifies inequality as a sin:

D&C 49:19-20: “For behold, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air, and that which cometh of the earth is ordained for the use of man for food and for raiment, and that he might have in abundance. But it is not given that one man should possess that which is above another, wherefore the world lieth in sin.” 

D&C 70:14: “Nevertheless, in your temporal things you shall be equal and this not grudgingly, otherwise the abundance of the manifestations of the spirit shall be withheld.” 
The poor and needy are looked after through the Law of Consecration:
D&C 42:30-31, 33-34, 38: “And behold, thou wilt remember the poor, and consecrate of thy properties for their support that which thou hast to impart unto them, with a covenant and a deed which cannot be broken. And inasmuch as ye impart of your substance unto the poor, ye will do it unto me; and they shall be laid before the bishop of my church and his counselors, two of the elders, or high priests, such as he shall appoint or has appointed and set apart for that purpose…..” 
“And again, if there shall be properties in the hands of the church, or any individuals of it, more than is necessary for their support after this first consecration, which is a residue to be consecrated unto the bishop, it shall be kept to administer to those who have not, from time to time, that every man who has need may be amply supplied and receive according to his wants. Therefore, the residue shall be kept in my storehouse, to administer to the poor and the needy, as shall be appointed by the high council of the church, and the bishop and his council……. For inasmuch as ye do it unto the least of these, ye do it unto me.”
D&C 83:6: “And the storehouse shall be kept by the consecrations of the church; and widows and orphans shall be provided for, as also the poor.” Amen.
This Law of Zion was given in previous Dispensations.
Moses 7: 18-19: “And the Lord called his people Zion, because they were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them. And Enoch continued his preaching in righteousness unto the people of God. And it came to pass in his days, that he built a city that was called the City of Holiness, even Zion.”
Acts 2:44-45: “And all that believed were together, and had all things common; And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.”
Acts 4:32-35: “Neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own, but they had all things common…..neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them…and laid them down at the apostles’ feet and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need” 
As part of His gospel the Saviour introduced the United Order to the Nephites:
3 Nephi 26: 19-20: “And they taught, and did minister one to another; and they had all things common among them, every man dealing justly one with another. And it came to pass that they did all things even as Jesus had commanded them.” 
4 Nephi 3:3: And they had all things common among them; therefore there were not rich and poor, bond and free, but they were all made free, and partakers of the heavenly gift.” 
Quotes and Articles
 “The Royal Law” Elder Marion G. Romney October 1954 General Conference
“As the Lord gave the "royal law" to the Saints in former dispensations, so he has given it to us. (See D&C: 59:6.) Before the Church was a year old, he had, in three separate revelations, laid upon the Saints the obligation to care for their poor. (D&C Sections. 38, 42, 44) 
Clearly alluding to temporal things, he said, "I say unto you, be one; and if ye are not one ye are not mine." This command he followed with directions that certain of the brethren be appointed to  " . . . look to the poor and the needy. . . . that they shall not suffer," adding, "Behold, I say unto you, that ye must visit the poor and the needy and administer to their relief." (D&C 38:27, 35; 44:6.) 

That the Lord contemplated no exceptions to the "royal law" is evidenced by the fact that he concluded his instructions to the brethren whom he sent from Kirtland to western Missouri in June 1831, with this admonition: "And remember in all things the poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted, for he that doeth not these things, the same is not my disciple." (D&C 52:40) 
These brethren, all but destitute, were to make their way across four states. The Prophet himself walked almost the whole distance from St. Louis to Independence, three hundred miles. 

It occurs to me that if these brethren in their poverty could not qualify as disciples of the Lord without remembering the poor and the needy, the sick and afflicted, it will be most difficult for us to so qualify should we neglect them, enjoying, as we do in such abundance, the bounties of the earth. 

I repeat, then, that in this divine service you have the satisfaction of knowing that you are discharging an obligation which has from the beginning been laid upon the Saints of God, and which obligation rests now in full force upon us, the Saints of the latter days.” END 

 “In the Lord’s Own Way,” Elder Russell M. Nelson, Ensign, May 1986

“Although reasons vary according to time and place, the poor and the needy have nearly always been present. Regardless of cause, our Heavenly Father is concerned for them. They are all his children. He loves and cares for them. 

Lessons from the Old Testament remind us that when the Lord sent prophets to call Israel back from apostasy, in almost every instance, one of the first charges made was that the poor had been neglected. 

Scriptures teach us that the poor—especially widows, orphans, and strangers—have long been the concern of God and the godly. The poor have been especially favored by the law. Old Testament teachings authorized poor persons at harvest time to glean after the reapers. At fruit-picking time, what was left hanging on branches belonged to the poor. In the sabbatical seventh year, and in the jubilee fiftieth year, land was not planted nor tilled, and what grew of itself was free for the hungry. 

To those who cared for the poor, blessings were promised. The Lord would deliver them in time of trouble. (See Ps. 41:1.) Truths were taught by these proverbs: “He that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he.” (Prov. 14:21.) “The righteous considereth the cause of the poor: but the wicked regardeth not to know it.” (Prov. 29:7.) 

During the Savior’s earthly ministry, he reemphasized his timeless concern for the poor. Remember the reply the Lord gave to the question of the rich man: “If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell [all] that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.” (Matt. 19:21; see also Luke 18:22.) 

In one of the Master’s precious parables, He illustrated this doctrine with the story of one who was hungry and was given meat, another who was thirsty and was given drink, and a stranger who was welcomed. The Lord related those as favours to him when he taught, “Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” (Matt. 25:40.) And when they were not ministered unto, he admonished, “Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.” (Matt. 25:45; italics added.) 

Indeed, the Church in New Testament times also had a binding obligation to care for the poor. (See also Luke 14:12–14, 16; Acts 2:44–45, Acts 4:32, Acts 6:1–6, Acts 11:27–30; Rom. 15:26; Gal. 2:10; James 2:1–9.) 

The Book of Mormon repeatedly declares this doctrine. From it we learn that care of the poor is an obligation that we take upon ourselves at the time of baptism. The prophet Alma so taught: “Ye are desirous to come into the fold of God, and to be called his people, and are willing to bear one another’s burdens, that they may be light; Yea, and [ye] are willing to mourn with those that mourn; yea, and comfort those that stand in need of comfort, and to stand as witnesses of God at all times and in all things, … even until death, …  Serve him and keep his commandments.” (Mosiah 18:8–10.) 

Every person so baptized who receives the gift of the Holy Ghost, which seals the ordinance, is under solemn covenant with the Lord to obey his commandments. Caring for the poor is one of those commandments. Surely, in Book of Mormon times, members of the Church had a sacred obligation to care for the poor. (See 2 Ne. 9:30; Mosiah 4:16–27; Alma 1:29–31, Alma 32:2–6, Alma 34:28; Hel. 4:11–12; Morm. 8:35–39.) 

Few, if any of the Lord’s instructions are stated more often, or given greater emphasis, than the commandment to care for the poor and the needy. 
Our dispensation is no exception. In December 1830, the very year in which The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was organized, the Lord declared that “the poor and the meek shall have the gospel preached unto them, and they shall be looking forth for the time of my coming, for it is nigh at hand.” (D&C 35:15.) 
Bishops were designated and their duties defined: “They shall look to the poor and the needy, and administer to their relief that they shall not suffer.” (D&C 38:35.) 

In 1831, the Lord said: “Remember the poor. … Inasmuch as ye impart of your substance unto the poor, ye will do it unto me.” (D&C 42:30–31.) A little later, he again declared, “Visit the poor and the needy and administer to their relief.” (D&C 44:6.) Later the same year, he warned: “Wo unto you rich men, that will not give your substance to the poor, for your riches will canker your souls.” (D&C 56:16.) 

With these teachings throbbing in our ears, stated and restated in accounts to all people in all days of recorded scripture, let our thoughts return to the homeless, beggars in boats, human beasts of burden, and to multitudes stricken with poverty……..
Ours is not to judge; ours is a covenantal obligation to care for the poor and the needy, to prepare for their rejoicing when the Messiah shall come again. (See D&C 56:18–19.) 

The Lord’s “own way” includes, first, reliance on self, then on the family……If one’s family can’t help, the Lord’s “own way” includes the Church organization. The bishop is assisted by priesthood quorums and good sisters of the Relief Society, organized to look “to the wants of the poor, searching after objects of charity and … administering to their wants.” (Handbook of the Relief Society, 1931 p. 22) END
“Come to Zion” Elder D. Todd Christofferson General Conference October 2008

“Throughout history, the Lord has measured societies and individuals by how well they cared for the poor. He has said: "For the earth is full, and there is enough and to spare; yea, I prepared all things, and have given unto the children of men to be agents unto themselves.

"Therefore, if any man shall take of the abundance which I have made, and impart not his portion, according to the law of my gospel, unto the poor and the needy, he shall, with the wicked, lift up his eyes in hell, being in torment" (D&C 104:17–18); see D&C 56:16–17).
Furthermore, He declares, "In your temporal things you shall be equal, and this not grudgingly, otherwise the abundance of the manifestations of the Spirit shall be withheld" (D&C 70:14; see also D&C 49:20; 78:5–7).

We control the disposition of our means and resources, but we account to God for this stewardship over earthly things. It is gratifying to witness your generosity as you contribute to fast offerings and humanitarian projects. Over the years, the suffering of millions has been alleviated, and countless others have been enabled to help themselves through the generosity of the Saints. Nevertheless, as we pursue the cause of Zion, each of us should prayerfully consider whether we are doing what we should and all that we should in the Lord's eyes with respect to the poor and the needy.

We might ask ourselves, living as many of us do in societies that worship possessions and pleasures, whether we are remaining aloof from covetousness and the lust to acquire more and more of this world's goods. Materialism is just one more manifestation of the idolatry and pride that characterize Babylon. Perhaps we can learn to be content with what is sufficient for our needs.

The Apostle Paul warned Timothy against people who suppose "that gain is godliness" (1 Timothy 6:5). Said he, "We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. "And having food and raiment let us be therewith content" (1 Timothy 6:7–8). In much of the world, we are entering upon unsettled economic times. Let us look after one another the very best we can.” END
 ‘The Law of the Fast’ Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin April 2001 General Conference  

“As an Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, I have travelled the world testifying of Him. I come before you today to bear another witness—a witness to the suffering and need of millions of our Heavenly Father's children. Far too many in the world today—thousands upon thousands of families—experience want each day. They hunger. They ache with cold. They suffer from sickness. They grieve for their children. They mourn for the safety of their families. These people are not strangers and foreigners but children of our Heavenly Father. 

They are our brothers and our sisters. They are "fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God.” Their fervent prayers ascend to Heaven pleading for respite, for relief from suffering. At this very hour on this very day, some members even in our Church are praying for the miracle that would allow them to surmount the suffering that surrounds them. If, while we have the means to do so, we do not have compassion for them and spring to their aid, we are in danger of being among those the prophet Moroni spoke of when he said, "Behold, ye do love money, and your substance, and your fine apparel . . . more than ye love the poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted.” Mormon 8:37 END
Welfare Services within the Church Organisation

“Today the church organisation assists members to fulfil their obligation to the poor and needy through the umbrella of welfare services. This includes the encouragement to pay a generous fast offering, give humanitarian aid and help in welfare projects. Members of the Church are encouraged to reach out to those in need and to be generous and charitable in giving assistance. Church welfare efforts have three general aims: to care for the needy, to help people become more self-reliant, and to provide opportunities for giving and service. The principle aims of Church welfare efforts were outlined by the First Presidency in 1936 when the welfare programme of the Church was inaugurated. President Heber J. Grant stated:

“Our primary purpose was to set up, insofar as it might be possible, a system, under which the curse of idleness would be done away with, the evils of a dole abolished, and independence, industry, thrift and self-respect be once more established amongst our people. The aim of the Church is to help the people to help themselves. Work is to be re-enthroned as the ruling principle of the lives of our Church membership.” (In Conference Report, Oct. 1936, p. 3)

The guiding principles behind Church welfare have been given as work, self-reliance, sound financial management, a year’s supply of food and other necessities, caring for the extended family, and wise use of Church resources. When members of the Church have done all, they can to provide for their immediate family then their extended family are asked to provide help if necessary. On top of this the Church will then provide essential needs through the fast offering fund and other assistance where needed.”
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Pearl of Great Price: Moses 7:18-19
2

