Are these Teachings in the book ‘The Millennial Messiah’  Scriptural?
“The Millennial Messiah-The Second Coming of the Son of Man” 1982 by Elder Bruce R McConkie -Deseret Bookstore
The teachings of Elder Bruce R. McConkie on ‘Zion’ and the ‘Gathering’ have become the accepted doctrine of the church despite the fact that they are not in harmony with the teachings in the Doctrine and Covenants.
The Importance in having Error in Doctrine Corrected

Elder Spencer W. Kimball stated: “And so we admonish the leaders in stakes, wards, and missions to be vigilant to see that no incorrect doctrines are promulgated in their classes or congregations” Conference Report Apr 1948 page 110. 

Elder Ezra T. Benson stated: “We do not wish incorrect and unsound doctrines to be handed down to posterity under the sanction of great names, to be received and valued by future generations as authentic and reliable…. the interests of posterity are, to a certain extent in our hands. Errors in history and in doctrine if left uncorrected by us who are conversant with the events, and who are in a position to judge the truth or falsity of the doctrines, would go to our children as though we had sanctioned and endorsed them.” Messages of First presidency page 232. Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, Daniel Wells. Quoted by Ezra T. Benson in Church News 27 Jan 1985 and who said “The Twelve take seriously the following pronouncement made by a previous First Presidency”

Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf: “Small errors and minor drifts away from the doctrine of the gospel of Jesus Christ can bring sorrowful consequences into our lives. It is therefore of critical importance that we become self-disciplined enough to make early and decisive corrections to get back on the right track and not wait or hope that errors will somehow correct themselves.....The longer we delay corrective action, the larger the needed changes become, and the longer it takes to get back on the correct course—even to the point where a disaster might be looming.” April 2008 Gen. Conference

Some of the writings of Elder Orson Pratt an Apostle were repudiated:

“The Seer, by formal action of the First Presidency and Twelve Apostles of the Church was repudiated, and Elder Orson Pratt himself sanctioned the repudiation. There was a long article published in the Deseret News on the 23rd of August, 1865, over the signatures of the First Presidency and Twelve setting forth that this work--the Seer--together with some other writings of Elder Pratt, were inaccurate. In the course of that document, after praising, as well they might, the great bulk of the work of this noted apostle, they say: "But the Seer, the Great First Cause, the article in the Millennial Star, of Oct. 15, and Nov. 1, 1850 contains doctrine which we cannot sanction and which we have felt to disown, so that the Saints who now live, and who may live hereafter, may not be misled by our silence, or be left to misinterpret it. Where these objectionable works or parts of works are bound in volumes, or otherwise, they should be cut out and destroyed.” Elder B. H. Roberts Defense of the Faith and the Saints, Vol.2, 294
Truth in doctrine and correctness in principle is of Jesus Christ

Error in doctrine and incorrect principle is of the Devil

To remain the pure in heart the saints need pure doctrine untainted by falsehoods  

Where understanding is lacking in any doctrine of the gospel a person should seek through study of the Holy Scriptures, pondering and prayer for greater enlightenment. 
If false or misleading statements on doctrine which are not in accord with scripture become apparent in the church members should endeavour to have these errors corrected, no matter what the source of the error. 
The following quotations from the book ‘The Millennial Messiah’ by Elder Bruce R. McConkie are not supported by scripture especially on the subjects connected with Zion and the Second Coming. 
They are in direct contrast to the teachings of other Gospel scholars of the same era such as President Marion G. Romney, Elder Mark E. Petersen, and Elder Alvin R. Dyer. 
He has also declared several new doctrines never spoken of previously by any other leader of the church. 
This is only a small collection of what could be recorded but is sufficient to convince anyone who knows the basic doctrines in the scriptures that serious error in doctrine has been made. 
His language in the book is also often inappropriate and not conducive to the Spirit of God. Some illustrations of this language are found at the end of these extracts. 
Authorities should at least be willing to listen to the members of the church if errors are pointed out and local leaders cannot answer their questions. 

Previously there had been concerns over the publication of another book by Elder McConkie “Mormon Doctrine
Extracts from an article concerning the publishing of the book ‘Mormon Doctrine’ by Elder McConkie

“Elder McConkie also had problems with his first book “Mormon Doctrine” In the first place he did not get permission for its publication. Its initial publication in 1959 was not only unauthorized but met by President David O. McKay and other General Authorities with both surprise and objection. 

In the wake of its appearance, President McKay directed that a review be made of the book’s contents and a report submitted to him, along with recommendations on how to deal with it problematic publication. An analysis of the book was subsequently conducted by Apostles Marion G. Romney and Mark E. Petersen, ‘wherein they noted the book’s numerous doctrinal errors, objectionable language, discourteous tone and questionable claims.’ 

Recommendation was made that McConkie’s “Mormon Doctrine” not be republished, that it be repudiated, and that in the future no book be published by any of the Brethren without first obtaining First Presidency approval. President McKay agreed with the suggestion that “Mormon Doctrine” not be republished and directed that restrictions be placed on future book publishing by General Authorities. 

The First Presidency also issued a private, face-to-face reprimand to Elder McConkie, whereupon Elder McConkie promised to behave. Below are documents which include Presidents McKay’s officially directed report on the book’s contents (authored by Apostle Romney), as well as excerpts from McKay’s contemporary office journal on the controversy surrounding the book and the resolution of the problems its publication had created.
OFFICE JOURNAL OF PRESIDENT David O. McKay

“THURSDAY, January 7, 1960

10:15 to 12:45 p.m. Re: The book— ‘Mormon Doctrine’

The First Presidency met with Elders Mark E. Petersen and Marion G. Romney. They submitted their report upon their examination of the book ‘Mormon Doctrine’ by Elder Bruce McConkie.

These brethren reported that the manuscript of the book ‘Mormon Doctrine’ has not been read by the reading committee; that President Joseph Fielding Smith did not know anything about it until it was published. Elder Petersen stated that the extent of the corrections which he had marked in his copy of the book (1067) affected most of the 776 pages of the book. He also said that he thought the brethren should be under the rule that no book should be published without a specific approval of the First Presidency.

I stated that the decision of the First Presidency and the Committee should be announced to the Twelve. It was agreed that the necessary corrections are so numerous that to republish a corrected edition of the book would be such an extensive repudiation of the original as to destroy the credit of the author; that the republication of the book should be forbidden and that the book should be repudiated in such a way as to save the career of the author as one of the General Authorities of the Church. It was also agreed that this decision should be announced to the Council of the Twelve before I talk to the author.

Elder Petersen will prepare an editorial for publication in the Improvement Era, stating the principle of approval of books on Church doctrine.”
WEDNESDAY, January 27, 1960

3:00 P. M. Conference with Pres. Joseph Fielding Smith re: Bruce R. McConkie’s book, ‘Mormon Doctrine’ At the request of the First Presidency, I called President Joseph Fielding Smith and told him that we are as a unit in disapproving of Brother Bruce R. McConkie’s book, ‘Mormon Doctrine,’ as an authoritative exposition of the principles of the gospel.

I then said: ‘Now, Brother Smith, he is a General Authority, and we do not want to give him a public rebuke that would be embarrassing to him and lessen his influence with the members of the Church, so we shall speak to the Twelve at our meeting in the Temple tomorrow, and tell them that Brother McConkie’s book is not approved as an authoritative book and that it should not be republished, even if the errors (some 1,067) are corrected.’

“Brother Smith agreed with this suggestion to report to the Twelve, and said, ‘That is the best thing to do.’

I then said that Brother McConkie is advocating by letter some of the [one line of words partially cut off on bottom of the photocopied page of journal] . . . to letters he receives. Brother Smith said, ‘I will speak to him about that.’ I then mentioned that he is also speaking on these subjects, and Brother Smith said, ‘I will speak to him about that also.’

I also said that the First Presidency had decided that General Authorities of the Church should not publish books without submitting them to some member of the General Authorities, and President Smith agreed to this as being wise.”
Subsequent editions of Mormon Doctrine were eventually published after substantial corrections. Elder McConkie’s father in law President Joseph Fielding Smith who succeeded President McKay allowed this to happen.
Change of Doctrine by Elder McConkie on the Gathering to Zion
Elder McConkie teaches opposite doctrines in his books Mormon Doctrine and Millennial Messiah.

Mormon Doctrine

After quoting several scriptures including 2 Nephi 9:2 Elder McConkie states in Mormon Doctrine page 306:  “…...meaning that the house of Joseph will be established in America, the house of Judah in Palestine, and that the Lost Tribes will come to Ephraim in America to receive their blessings in due course.”
He further states on page 855 of Mormon Doctrine: 
“Joseph Smith announced at the April 1844, General Conference of the church that all of North and South America comprise the land of Zion (Teachings page 362), a land “choice above all other lands” (1 Nephi2: 20; Ether 1:42), a land upon which the scattered remnant of Israel is commanded to gather.” D&C 133 Doctrines of Salvation vol 3 page 72-75 
Millennial Messiah

In contrast in the book Millennial Messiah page 320 that was published nearly 20 years later Elder McConkie states: 

“The tribe of Ephraim is one of the Ten Tribes; and her people became wanderers in the nations, where they now reside and where they are now being found and gathered, one of a city and two of a family, into the stakes of Zion in those nations. This gathering of Israel is not to an American Zion; it is not to Palestine and the ancient holy land; it is not to any central place or location. Rather, it is to the holy places of safety that are now being set up in all nations as rapidly as our strength and means permit…This gathering of Ephraim is into the stakes of Zion in all nations of the earth.”
Extracts from the Book “Millennial Messiah” 

No scriptural references or statements by Prophets can be given to support the following speculative and new statements of Elder McConkie in this book.
1: The Prophets of the lost Ten Tribes are presently Stake Presidents, Bishops and Quorum Leaders in the Church today

Page 325: Elder McConkie Quotes D&C 133:26 and then states: “And their prophets shall hear his voice and shall no longer stay themselves.” Their prophets! Who are they? Are they to be holy men called from some unknown place and people? …...Their Prophets are members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. They are stake presidents and Bishops and quorum presidents who are appointed to guide and direct the destinies of their stakes and wards and quorums…. Who, then, shall the prophets be among the Ten Tribes? They shall be the worthy and faithful members of the great latter-day Kingdom who serve as all faithful elders now serve.”
Page 326: “Who, then, shall the prophets be among the Ten Tribes? They shall be the worthy and faithful members of the great Latter-day kingdom who serve as all faithful elders now serve……. Their Prophets are members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. They are stake presidents and Bishops and quorum presidents who are appointed to guide and direct the destinies of their stakes and wards and quorums” 
There are no scriptures or quotes from ‘Prophets’ to support this theory

2: The Saints will not generally be preserved

Speaking of the final destructions of the last days Elder McConkie states:

Page 502: “There is certain smugness in the church, a feeling that all these things (destructions) are for others, not for us. But do not the same hurricanes often destroy the homes of the righteous as well as the wicked? And do not the same droughts often burn the crops of the saints along with those of the Gentiles? Do not the Atomic bombs fall on all the inhabitants of doomed cities? Where then shall the vengeance in the last days be found? The Lord says, “Upon my house shall it begin” …. Vengeance is for the wicked in and out of the church, and only the faithful shall be spared, and many of them only in the eternal perspective of things”  
This is not the doctrine of the Scriptures 

The above statement is not according to the vision of Enoch and many other scriptures which state that the righteous generally will be preserved:

Moses 7: 60-62 extracts: “And the heavens shall shake, and also the earth; and great tribulations shall be among the children of men but my people will I preserve and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” (See also D&C 45:65-69; D&C 97:22-25; D&C 29:7-9; D&C 63:32-37)

3: The Post Millennial Gathering

According to Elder McConkie the final gathering will take place after the Savior comes:

Page 248: “It is in this setting, a setting that has ushered in the Millennium, that the promise is made: And I will gather my people together as a man gathereth his sheaves into the floor.’ This is the great gathering destined to occur after our Lord’s return.” 

Page 251: “There follows an announcement of the building of a New Jerusalem in America and the gathering of the elect into its sacred walls. Elder McConkie quotes 3 Nephi 21:1-25 and then states: “This of course is Millennial” ..............” “In any event we know that the great day of gathering and glory for Israel and for the believing Gentiles lies ahead. It is reserved for the millennial day when the Lord Jesus dwells and reigns among His covenant people.”
Page 311-312: “Much of the prophetic word relative to the gathering of Israel in the last days has a dual fulfilment. It is descriptive of the gathering now in process, which is pre-millennial, but it has far greater and more expanded application to the gathering after the ushering in of the Millennium when the earth shall be cleansed by fire. This final gathering will occur after the wicked masses of carnal men have been burned as stubble….  The pre-millennial gathering is going forward and shall continue to go forward in the midst of war and desolation and persecution. All of the forces of evil do and shall oppose it, for it is of God and they are of the evil. But the gathering destined to come after the Second Coming shall be by power-divine power-and shall take place after Satan is bound and after the wicked have been destroyed. In that day hell will no longer be able to fight against God, and Zion will triumph and flourish to the full.”  

Page 314: “Those of Israel who live on the earth and are worthy, and who are not gathered before the Lord comes, shall be gathered thereafter. (Quotes JSM 1:36-37) ……. The elders of Israel will gather Israel after the Lord comes on the same basis as at present……. It will serve our purpose well to analyze prophetic utterances about the gathering of Israel. We shall choose a few whose chief fulfilment is Millennial.” 
Page 315-316: “The wickedness of men is so widespread, and their evils are so great, that few-comparatively-shall abide the day.”  He quotes Isaiah 10:17-21 then sates “They shall be gathered after the Coming of the Lord.” 
There are no scriptural references to support the above theory. If the world is to be destroyed and burnt as by fire as the scriptures testify who will be left to gather?
The scriptures however teach that the righteous will be gathered out before the Second Coming:

D&C 63:54: “And until that hour there will be foolish virgins among the wise; and at that hour cometh an entire separation of the righteous and the wicked…” 
D&C 45: 66, 69, 71: “And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…... And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another…...And it shall come to pass that the righteous shall be gathered out from among all nations, and shall come to Zion, singing with songs of everlasting joy”. 
D&C 64:41-42: “For behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish, and the Glory of the Lord shall be upon her; and she shall be ensign unto the people, and there shall come unto her out of every nation under Heaven.” 
Note the following contrasting teachings on this subject from personal correspondence:

Personal Letter dated 5th Oct 1977 from Elder Bruce McConkie  
“It is not only the policy of the church that saints remain in the lands in which they live to build up the church there, but it is also the doctrine that when the Lord comes, he will find in every nation and among every people the saints of God who, speaking every language, will then be qualified to live and reign on earth with him a thousand years. Whenever a stake of Zion is created in any part of the earth that portion of the earth’s surface becomes Zion and the gathering of Israel then consists of coming to that area. The Brazilians gather in Brazil, the British in Great Britain, the Japanese in Japan and so on. This is the doctrine of the church......

We do not believe that the Saints will come out of all nations and gather to Jackson County before the Second Coming. We do believe that Zion will be built up in all nations before the Lord comes, and that after he arrives there will be added glorious things connected with the gathering of Israel. Many of the prophecies talk about a gathering after the Second Coming. Eventually the whole earth will become Zion.”
Personal Letter dated 17 Oct 1979 from Elder Mark E. Petersen of the Twelve Apostles
“You raised the question-on the subject of the gathering of Israel and mentioned there was different opinions.  First you mentioned your own opinion in which you say:

"Certain brethren, including myself, believe that the present gathering of the Saints in every nation is a preliminary one to a final gathering to the central place of the New Jerusalem and surrounding areas; that this final gathering of the righteous Saints from through​out the world will take place prior to the Second Coming of the Savior. We do, however, believe that it is right for the Saints to remain in their own lands and build up the kingdom there, until such times as the First Presidency directs otherwise.”

This is my understanding also so that I agree with you in what you have said there. We believe that when the "times of the gentiles are fulfilled,  that there will be a gathering of the Saints from all over the world, as is indicated in Section 63 of the Doctrine and Covenants, verse 54. There will be a complete separation between the wicked and the righteous and that will mean that the righteous will all be brought to Zion.  Then the Lord says that his tribulations will be poured out upon the wicked. His final gathering will help the Saints to escape the tribulations.......” So you see before the Lord comes, there will be this worldwide gathering.” End
4: The Saints will remain upon the earth when it is burnt by fire and by some miracle their bodies will endure the burning.

Note: According to the scriptures at the Second Coming “the saints that are upon the earth, who are alive, shall be caught up to meet Him” (D&C 88:96)  According to Elder McConkie however the Saints will remain upon the earth and by some miracle their bodies will endure the burning that will melt the earth.
Page 525: “In flaming fire! What kind of fire? Flaming fire is flaming fire. It is actual, literal fire, fire that burns trees, melts ore and consumes corruption...... And so shall it be at the Second Coming when the same literal fire burns over all the earth. The wicked shall be consumed and the righteous shall be as though they walked in the furnace of Nebuchadnezzar.”
Page 546: “What is it we learn from the Lord with reference to those who shall abide the day of His Coming? We learn that those in Israel who are refined and purified shall walk unharmed in the furnace of Nebuchadnezzar as it were, and upon their bodies the millennial fires have no power. Not a hair of their heads shall be singed and the smell of fire shall not cling to their garments.”

Page 566: “How can we comprehend how earthly bodies can stand unharmed in flaming fire as the very elements melt with fervent heat? 

Page 543: “The fierce flames, the fervent heat, the burning fires of the Second Coming that destroy the wicked shall also cleanse the righteous.”

Page 528: “There has as yet been no heat on earth of such extent and intensity that it could melt the very planet itself. Such is reserved for the day of burning.” (Note: the very planet will melt yet the saints will remain unharmed)
5: New Doctrine concerning the Millennium (with contradictions)

There are no scriptures or quotes from the Prophets to support the following statements: 

Page 661: “Billions of Spirits will come to earth during the Millennium when Satan is bound…they will grow up without sin unto salvation. Thus saith the Holy word…there will be billions of Millennial mortals who will never be tested as fully as we are, and who will go on to eternal life as do little children, because the Almighty God in his infinite wisdom arranges that kind of life for them.”

Page 671: “It is not unreasonable to suppose that more people will live on the earth during the Millennium era than in all six millenniums that preceded it combined. And all those who live on the new earth with its new heavens shall be saved.”
Page 650: “We also say that the full glory and wonder of the millennial day will unfold gradually; that there will be wicked men on the earth after the Millennium has commenced.” (Since all will be saved (P 671) this therefore must include the wicked)

6: Only Delegates of the Stakes will go to Jackson County

Page 294-295: “As we are aware, the building of the New Jerusalem lies in the future, at a time yet to be designated by revelation……When it does come-with the consequent return of the saints to that Zion which shall not be moved out of its place- that call will not be for the saints in general to assemble there. The return to Jackson County will be by delegates, as it were. Those whose services are needed there will assemble as appointed. The rest of Israel will remain in their appointed places.”

No scriptural references are cited for this completely new doctrine, never before mentioned by any other leader since the time of Joseph Smith D&C 101:11-12)

There are no scriptures or quotes from Prophets to support this theory. The scriptures however teach that all Israel will have the opportunity to gather to Zion:
D&C 101:11-13: “Mine indignation is soon to be poured out without measure upon all nations; and this will I do when the cup of their iniquity is full. And in that day all who are found upon the watchtower, or in other words all mine Israel shall be saved and they that have been scattered shall be gathered.”
D&C 45 68: “And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety.” 
What happens to those who do not gather? The scriptures teach D&C 29:8: “Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of this land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.” 
7: Every Living Soul will be converted-a harvest of Billions
Page 131: Concerning Daniel’s dream: “Here we have seen the kingdoms of the world, kingdoms drenched in blood and held together by the arm of flesh, one following another until the set time for the great latter day restoration of all things…..then a stone is cut out of the mountain without hands and a kingdom is set up by the God of heaven….the arm of flesh plays no part in its creation. It is created without man’s hand….and it grows until it fills the whole earth, until the knowledge of God covers the earth as the waters cover the sea until every living soul on earth is converted.”
Page 202: “The millions of our fathers who escaped the bondage of Pharaoh would be but the seed from which a bounteous harvest of billons would be reaped when the final harvest was ripe.”
Not Scriptural: The Lord has stated plainly in scripture that: “straight is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” (3 Nephi 14:13) Even the Son of God only made a few converts see D&C 138:25-26.

8: Jerusalem will be the Capital of Evil

There are no scriptures or statements of Prophets to support this theory

Page 463: “The tribulations parallel the sins.... So shall it be at Armageddon. The whole world will be in wallowing wickedness, but Jerusalem will be, as it were the capital of the wretched evils of the world”
9: No Zion’s since the flood

Page 285: “There has been no perfect Zion on earth since the flood. There have been many righteous congregations of saints upon whom the Lord has poured out his rich blessings, but none of these attained the degree of perfection that would enable the Lord to dwell among the people.” 
Note: Zion was established by the Saviour established amongst the Nephites.

10: Millions of saint’s past and present will be part of a sacrament meeting in Adam-Ondi-Ahman
Page 579: “And further, all the faithful members of the Church then living and all the faithful saints of all the ages past will be present. It will be the greatest congregation of faithful saints ever assembled on planet earth. It will be a sacrament meeting. It will be a day of judgement for the faithful of all ages. And it will take place in Daviess County, Missouri, at a place called Adam-Ondi-Ahman.”

Page 579: “Adam-Ondi-Ahman of eternal fame first comes to our attention because of a great conference held there by Father Adam in his day. Quotes D&C 107:53.... We may not be amiss in supposing that many millions responded to the call to come to a general Conference in Adam-Ondi-Ahman.”
There are no scriptures or statements of Prophets to support this.

11: Zion can be built without the Law of Consecration (This is the most serious doctrinal error made By Elder McConkie)
Notes: The most serious doctrinal error made by Elder McConkie was on the doctrine of Zion. He taught that Zion could be established, anywhere throughout the earth without the Law of Consecration or the United Order. No mention is made of these doctrines as a vital part in the establishment of Zion. The scriptures teach: “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.” D&C 105:4-5. (See also D&C 105: 4, 29, 32, 34 and D&C 52:15, 58:19, 82:15, 97:25, 119:1, 3, 5, and 6, D&C 78:4-8.)

President Wilford Woodruff stated that we cannot have Zion without the United Order: 

“Jesus will never receive the Zion of God unless its people are united according to Celestial Law, for all who go into the presence of God; have to go there by this law. Enoch had to practice this law, and we shall have to do the same if we are ever accepted of God as he was. It has been promised that the New Jerusalem will be built up in our day and generation, and it will have to be done by the United Order of Zion and according to Celestial Law.” Journal of Discourses vol. 17 pages 250   9 October 1874

In seminary material on The Law of Consecration and Stewardship ref HC 69-2-3-R1 it states: “There have been four general periods throughout the history of the world when the Lord has set about to establish Zion by revealing the Celestial law of Consecration and Stewardship.” (The four periods are then detailed: The Zion of Enoch’s Time; Zion in the New Testament; Zion among the Book of Mormon people; and Zion in the last days

There are forty sections in the Doctrine and Covenants have some reference related to the United Order, including the Law of Consecration. Several sections are wholly or mostly devoted to it. The Law of Consecration is therefore of major importance leading up to the Second Coming and into the Millennium.
12: Omission of the Law of Consecration

In the book “Millennial Messiah” which contains over 700 pages concerning “the Second Coming of the Son of Man” and how we are to prepare “for that dreadful yet glorious day” (Extracts from the Preface to the book), there are no references in the index to either the United Order or the Law of Consecration. A major integral part of Zion is therefore missing in the teachings of Elder McConkie on this subject. 
In all his teachings Elder McConkie teaches that Zion can be built up by the pure in heart regardless of where they live and without the Law of Consecration.
Zion is a composite term comprised of several vital integral parts each of which is essential. To emphasize in writings or statements one part of Zion, whilst neglecting the other aspects, is clearly taking the meaning of the word Zion out of context and is therefore misleading. This can cause an imbalance in understanding the full meaning of the word which in turn can lead to erroneous doctrine. It is only partly true to say for example that “Zion is the pure in heart”
The Essential Parts of Zion are:

Zion is the Pure in Heart: “Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion – The Pure in Heart; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn.” D&C 97:21 

Zion is a distinct place: “And the nations of the Earth shall honour her, and shall say: Surely Zion is the City of our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there; and he hath sworn by the power of his might to be her salvation and her high tower.”  D&C 97:19-20

Zion requires the Celestial Law: “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.”  D&C 105:5 (This refers to The Law of Consecration, See also v 4, 29, 32, 34 and D&C 58:19, 82:15, 97:25, 119:1, 3, 5, and 6. End of Notes

When the pure in heart inhabit the appointed place under the Celestial Law of God, then Zion in its fullness is established. The bringing together of these three essential parts constitutes Zion.
13: According to Elder McConkie Zion means only ‘the pure in heart’
To Elder McConkie Zion means one thing alone and that is the pure in heart so he states that Zion can be built regardless of the United Order and the appointed Places:

Page 293: “Be it remembered that Zion is people; Zion is the pure in heart; Zion is the saints of the living God. And be it also remembered that the people called Zion build the places called Zion.”

Page 295: Where then is Zion? It is wherever there are congregations of the pure in heart. And where is Israel to gather? Into the stakes of Zion, there to perfect themselves as they wait patiently for the Lord.” (note: If there are only districts and no stakes are these saints gathered?)
“Zion is the name given by the Lord to his saints. It is the name by which the Lord’s people are identified…. thus the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints is Zion. Joining the church is becoming a citizen of Zion.” (Mormon Doctrine page 854.)
14: Wrong use of 2nd Nephi 9:1-2-The Gathering will take place in many Lands
Elder McConkie wrongly uses scriptures in the Book of Mormon to support his theory that the final gathering to Zion will take place in many lands. He states:

Page 294: “Nephi prophesied: “they shall be gathered together to the lands of their inheritance” (1 Nephi 22:9-12) not one land but many. Both the House of Israel and the Jews, Jacob promised, “Shall be gathered home to the lands of their inheritance and shall be established in all their lands of promise” (2 Nephi. 9:1-2) not in one location, or in several, but in many.”

Elder McConkie only quotes part of this scripture. The full verse reads:

“That he has spoken unto the Jews, by the mouth of his Holy Prophets, even from the beginning down, from generation to generation, until the time comes that they shall be restored to the true church and fold of God; when they shall be gathered home to the lands of their inheritance and shall be established in all their lands of promise.” 

This scripture has clear reference to the Jews. Other scriptures that give additional light on this subject are again referring to the Jews. The following scripture makes clear the understanding of what it means to be restored unto the lands of their inheritance: 

“And they who shall not be destroyed shall be scattered among all nations. But behold saith the Lord God: When the day cometh that they shall believe in me, that I am the Christ, then have I covenanted with their fathers that they shall be restored in the flesh, upon the earth, unto the lands of their inheritance. And it shall come to pass that they shall be gathered in from their long dispersion, from the Isles of the sea, and from the four parts of the earth; and the nations of the Gentiles shall be great in the eyes of me, saith God in carrying them forth to the lands of their inheritance.” 2 Nephi 10:6-7.
Not remaining in their lands of their inheritance but carrying them forth to the lands of their inheritance. This is precisely what has happened to the Jewish people with the creation of the State of Israel in 1948.

Note the following words of the Saviour and the singular use of “land of their inheritance”

“Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father among all nations in preparing the way whereby his people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance. (note- singular) and they shall go out from all nations.” 3 Nephi 21:28-29

The scriptures of the Book of Mormon explain in simplicity that there are two Lands of Promise to which the House of Israel will gather:  One land for the house of Joseph and the converted Gentiles, (See Ether 13:6-8, 2 Nephi 10:10-19, 3 Nephi 16:16, 3 Nephi 20:13-14, 21-22, 3 Nephi 21:14, 22-24) and the other for the Jews as in the scriptures already cited.

This fact was recognised by Elder McConkie in his earlier writings in the book “Mormon Doctrine”. After quoting several scriptures including 2 Nephi 9:2 Elder McConkie states page 306:  “…...meaning that the house of Joseph will be established in America, the house of Judah in Palestine, and that the Lost Tribes will come to Ephraim in America to receive their blessings in due course.”
In the April 1981 General Conference President Marion G. Romney Second Counsellor in the First Presidency in his talk “The Restoration of Israel to the Lands of their Inheritance” quotes the same scriptures used by Elder McConkie in an entirely different context and in their true meaning referring to the Jews.

D&C 103:11-13; and D&C 109:47, 64 also explain the true meaning of the phrase ‘Lands of their Inheritances.’ D&C 48:3-4 illustrates the words ‘land or lands’ are used interchangeably in the Holy Scriptures. 2 Nephi 25:11; 3 Nephi 20:33; 3 Nephi 21:22, 28. Mormon 5:14 use the singular term ‘Land of their Inheritance’

When the wrong application is given to scriptures it then becomes easy to build error upon error. 

15: Stakes of the Church today are “Cities of Holiness” or “New Jerusalem’s”

Page 293: “Thus wherever the Saints build an old or a New Jerusalem, wherever they establish cities of holiness, wherever they create stakes of Zion, there is Zion; and where these things are not, Zion is not”

Page 295: “We now have stakes of Zion in many nations, in Europe and Asia and South America and upon the islands of the sea. Before the Lord comes, there will be stakes in all lands and among all peoples. Any portion of the surface of the earth that is organised into a stake of Zion-a City of Holiness, as it were-becomes a part of Zion. A stake of Zion is a part of Zion-it is just that simple. And every stake becomes the place of gathering for the saints who live in the area involved.”

Page 295: “Where then is Zion? It is wherever there are congregations of the pure in heart. And where is Israel to gather? Into the stakes of Zion, there to perfect themselves as they wait patiently for the Lord.”

(Note According to Elder McConkie there is no longer a need for the Law of Consecration to create Zion as long as members live within in a stake) 
16: There will be New Jerusalem’s in all the earth

Page 298: “Though there may be many Jerusalem’s-each a Zion in its own right, because its inhabitants dwell in righteousness-yet there are two in particular that concern us because of the part they are destined to play in the second coming of the one who shall yet reign in the Jerusalem of His choice.”

Page 301: “We believe: That Zion (the New Jerusalem) will be built upon the American continent.” So specified the seer of latter days in our tenth Article of faith- Zion, the New Jerusalem, on American soil! And we hasten to add, so also shall there be Zion’s in all lands and New Jerusalem’s in the mountains of the Lord in all the earth.”

There are no scriptural references to support this theory
17: How does D&C 133:15 refer to attending a meetinghouse?
(Note: How can the scripture D&C 133:15 “Let not your flight be in haste , but let all things be prepared before you; and he that goeth, let him not look back lest sudden destruction shall come upon him.” be logically applied to attending the local meetinghouse where members live?)

Page 292: “Israel gathers spiritually by joining the church; she gathers temporally by assembling where church congregations are found. The great issue is one of leaving Babylon, leaving the world, leaving wickedness; it is one of becoming pure in heart so as to be part of Zion. Such a glorious and worldwide movement as the gathering of Israel to Zion must not occur in a haphazard way; it must not be left to chance; the Lord’s work always goes forward in an organized and systematized way. And so the Lord cautions? Nay, commands –his saints; “Let not your flight be in haste, but let all things be prepared before you; and he that goeth, let him not look back lest sudden destruction shall come upon him.” 
18: Salt Lake City today is a Modern Zion
Page 286: “Salt Lake City in our day, with its conferences and administrative offices, serves a similar purpose. It is a modern Zion.” 
Note: Are they living the United Order in SLC? You cannot have Zion without the United Order see (D&C 105:4-5). 
President Heber C. Kimball prophesied: “After a while the gentiles will gather by the thousands to this place, and Salt Lake City will be classed among the wicked cities of the world. A spirit of speculation and extravagance will take possession of the Saints, and the results will be financial bondage.”

19: New Doctrine on the Lost Ten Tribes

Page 216: Concerning the Lost Ten Tribes: “But says one, are they not in a body somewhere in the land of the North? Answer: They are not; they are scattered in all nations…and for that matter, they shall also come from the South and the East and the West and the ends of the earth. Such is the prophetic word.” 

What the scriptures teach: D&C 133:26, 34: “And they who are in the north countries shall come in remembrance before the Lord; and their prophets shall hear his voice, and shall no longer stay themselves; and they shall smite the rocks, and the ice shall flow down at their presence......Behold, this is the blessing of the everlasting God upon the tribes of Israel, and the richer blessing upon the head of Ephraim and his fellows.”
20: New Doctrine: The Ten Tribes are to return to Palestine 

Page 320: “These ten tribes, no matter where they are located, are in nations and places known in the days of Isaiah and Jeremiah and the ancient prophets as the north countries. Hence their return to Palestine at least will be from the land of the North.” 

Page 320/321: But with the Ten Tribes, in part at least, it will be another thing. They are destined to return (at least in large and representative numbers) to the same soil where the feet of their forbears walked during the days of their mortal pilgrimage. They are to return to Palestine. …Others will, of course, be in America and in all lands, but the formal return, the return from the North countries, will be to the land of their ancient inheritance”

Page 322: “It is clear; it is plain; it is certain: God gave ancient Canaan to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and the twelve tribes of Israel, of whom the ten tribes are the dominant part. It is their land, in time and eternity….Where else then would we expect to see the Ten Tribes return? Where else would we expect them to assemble to worship the God of their fathers an to be inheritors of the promises made to the ancient ones whose seed they are……It also means that the Ten Tribes-scattered, lost, unknown, and now in all the nations of the earth-these Ten Tribes, with their prophets, with their scriptures, in faith  and desiring  righteousness, shall return to blessed Canaan at the direction of these same legal administrators…..(1) we must learn where the Ten Tribes now are and why they are scattered in all nations (2) the place to which they shall return, and the moving power that will sweep them into Old Canaan again….”

Page 402: “Others shall come together and live as people set apart, they shall make the Stakes of Zion in all nations their refuge.    The Ten tribes-long lost from the knowledge of man shall take up an abode in their ancient Palestine” 
21: The Ten Tribes including the Lehites return after the Second Coming

Page 323-324: Elder McConkie quotes from 3 Nephi 21:1-29 and then states. “There is to be a Millennial gathering of the Lehite people. “Verily I say unto you, at that day”-note it well, the day involved is millennial- “shall the work of the Father commence among all the dispersed of my people, yea, even the tribes which have been lost, which the Father hath led away out of Jerusalem.” The Ten Tribes are to return after the Second Coming. Their establishment in their land of promise shall not come to pass until there is a new heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.”
There are no scriptures to support this theory
Examples of Inappropriate Language and a Vivid Imagination in the book ‘Millennial Messiah’
Page 298: Concerning Jerusalem and the Temple: “Why, why, oh why, did the Holy City become a vile and pestilent hole? Why did the Great Jehovah permit His Holy House to be desecrated by the Gentiles and made by them into a dung hill” 
Page 351: After quoting JS-M1:27: “How often the Twelve, and all whose lives have been blessed with the joys of a pastoral people had seen the eagles assemble from all directions and descend from their aerial heights to satisfy their pangs of hunger by ripping the flesh from a sheep or a goat  that was slain.”

Page 360: “In some nations women work and the state rears their children. Under the cloak of supposed equal rights, college dormitories and athletic shower rooms are opened to male and female students alike. Women are handed rifles and taught the ways of war, and they are employed alongside men in drudgery and labour that destroys feminine sensitivities…….All this and all else prevailing in our social structure make us wonder how much worse things must become before the burning fires of destruction shall cover the earth.”
Page 498: After quoting Old Testament Prophets on the destruction of the wicked the following comment is made: “Do these utterances of the ancient prophets seem brutal and punitive? Do they project the image an austere and stern Deity who deals with men in a harsh and iron fisted way? Does it seem from them that His purpose is to crush and condemn rather than save and exalt? It would seem the answer in each instance is yes; and if this is so, so be it. That is, the answers are yes, where the wicked and ungodly are concerned.” 
Page 551: “The Law is the Lord’s, it is that the wicked of all ages shall burn in hell, and those who live in the day of His coming shall be as stubble.

Page 495: “Having spoken of the plagues and pestilences of the last days; having seen men’s flesh fall from off their bones and their eyes drop from their sockets as incurable diseases cursed whole nations of men; having viewed with wonder and awe the fall and burning of the great whore of all the earth with whom the masses of men wallowed in evil debauchery… and having gasped in horror as the two edged swords made bare the bowels of millions of the wicked wretches of the world......what more can we say about a day that bears the name “The great and dreadful day of the Lord”.
Page 693: “In a dark and benighted world where the ‘tables’ of doctrine ‘are full of vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place clean’ we have sought to set forth what the Lord has revealed about his second coming and his reign in glory on the paradisiacal earth.”

In comparing this volume to other works on the same subject such as “Jesus the Christ” by Elder Talmage and “The Second Coming” by Gerald N. Lund it is obvious it was written without the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

A new -- or is it old? -- Manual for Mormons S.L.T 31 Dec 2009

After a decade of going back to Brigham, back to Joseph and back to Wilford, Mormons are going back to basics. Starting this month, adult Latter-day Saints will shelve their study of past Mormon prophets and return to fundamentals of their faith as spelled out in a 30-year-old book called Gospel Principles........
The revised edition of Gospel Principles is about 90 percent the same, says Matthew Witten, a business analyst in San Antonio who has compared the two. "The changes are not a big deal." One intriguing change, Witten says, is that all references to late apostle Bruce R. McConkie's quasi-authoritative book, “Mormon Doctrine” have been excised. " 
Letter to President Henry B. Eyring

President Henry B. Eyring

Office of the First Presidency

47 East South Temple Street,

Salt Lake City

Utah 84150-1000
                                                                          15th April 2009

Dear President, Eyring,

I very much appreciated your recent First Presidency Message “Teaching True Doctrine” and the leadership the First Presidency are giving to the church. I take seriously the words of the Saviour concerning the preaching of true doctrine. He said: “These words are given unto you, and they are pure before me; wherefore, beware how you hold them, for they are to be answered upon your souls in the Day of Judgment Even so.  Amen” D&C 41:12 

In your article you state: “Because we need the Holy Ghost, we must be cautious and careful not to go beyond teaching true doctrine. The Holy Ghost is the Spirit of Truth. His confirmation is invited by our avoiding speculation or personal interpretation. That can be hard to do..... It is tempting to try something new or sensational. But we invite the Holy Ghost as our companion when we are careful to teach only true doctrine.”
Because of quotes given by priesthood holders in church lessons from the book “Millennial Messiah” by Elder Bruce R. McConkie I decided to read this book. I did not feel the Holy Ghost as I read it and I found within its pages the ‘new or sensational’ even false doctrine you have warned against. I have listed just a small part of these doctrines on separate sheets for your perusal and information. I wish to emphasize that this is not done out of any malice towards Elder McConkie who I appreciate gave much useful information on doctrine. I realize that the First Presidency are not responsible for every book published but quotes from this book are used in church manuals. 

I have found that only those who have the power of conviction have the power of correction so I am hoping that your testimony and position may influence the withdrawal of this book as a reference on the last days. The Lord has given the means by which such misleading doctrines can be corrected through the “High Council of the Seat of the First Presidency” if this council is functioning. (See D&C 102:26-27; 107:78-80) The words of President John Taylor have relevance. Speaking in General Conference in April 1882 he stated: 

“The High Councils were organized for the adjustment of all matters of difficulty, for the correction of incorrect doctrine, for the maintenance of purity and correct principles among the saints, and for the adjudication of all general matters pertaining to Israel” Page 73 in “The Mind and Will of the Lord” compiled and indexed by Harold W. Pease

With best wishes

Malcolm E. Twigg
See the studies 
· See the studies in the folder Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
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