Are the Saints in Bondage to Babylon?
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Introduction

In the Doctrine and Covenants the Lord has admonished His Church to “Stand Independent above all other creatures beneath the Celestial World.” (D&C 78:14) 

Why did the Lord state His people would need to be led out of bondage?

In what way are the Saints in bondage to Babylon?
Are the ‘Bands of Babylon’ tightening their grip upon the saints in their scattered condition? 

What causes the Saints to be placed in Bondage?
Is there Covetousness in the Church?
How will the saints be released from the Bondage of Babylon?
See the studies in the folder Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
The Church Needs to be led out of Bondage

The Lord stated that His people would need to be led out of bondage to redeem Zion in the last days:

D&C 103:17-18: “For ye are the Children of Israel and of the seed of Abraham, and ye must needs be led out of bondage by power, and with a stretched-out arm; and as your fathers were led at first, even so shall the Redemption of Zion be.” 
What bondage is the Lord referring to in this revelation? 
Isaiah prophesied that in the last days the people of God would become captive to Babylon: 

Isaiah 52:2-6: “Loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion. For thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold yourselves for nought; and ye shall be redeemed without money. For thus saith the Lord God, ‘My people went down a foretime into Egypt to sojourn there; and the Assyrian oppressed them without cause. Now therefore, what have I here, saith the Lord, that my people are taken away for nought? They that rule over them make them to howl, saith the Lord; and my name continually every day is blasphemed. Therefore, my people shall know my name: therefore they shall know in that day that I am He that doth speak; behold it is I.” 
The Bands of Babylon through wickedness are tightening their grip around the saints in their scattered condition upon the earth. The Doctrine and Covenants explains that this influence of Babylon is a curse upon Israel because they remain scattered amongst the Gentles:
D&C 113:10: “…...The bands of her neck are the curses of God upon her or the remnants of Israel in their scattered condition among the Gentiles.” 
The Powers of Darkness are upon the Earth:

The Devil’s design is to surround the saints with evil and bring them into bondage: 
D&C 76:29: “Wherefore, He maketh war with the saints of God, and encompasseth them round about.” 
D&C 38:11-12: “For all flesh is corrupted before me; and the powers of darkness prevail upon the earth, among the children of men, in the presence of all the hosts of heaven-which causeth silence to reign, and all eternity is pained, and the angels are waiting the great command to reap down the earth…”

D&C 82:5: “Therefore what I say unto one I say unto all: ‘Watch for the adversary spreadeth his dominions and darkness reigneth.’”
D&C 33:4: “And my vineyard has become corrupted every whit; and there is none which doeth good save it be a few; and they err in many instances because of priestcrafts, all having corrupt minds.”
In what Way are the Saints in Bondage
The bondage is to be surrounded by the wickedness of the world as the following scriptures and comments testify: 

D&C 133:14: “Go ye out from among them the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon.”
Hugh Nibley said the following concerning living in the midst of wickedness:

“How do we learn about Babylon? Go to the nearest city centre on a busy day, or a Saturday evening, or read the newspaper and listen to the news headlines. The worst possible thing about living in Babylon (hell) is feeling at home there. Do we really feel at home in the midst of such wickedness?

The activities of Babylon centre on wealth, power, image, fame, pride, looks, covetousness, in fact all things opposite to the Fullness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Take for example the United Order which is designed to bring about equality. In Babylon it is every man for himself and obtaining riches for the benefit of oneself. As Korihor the Anti-Christ preached:

Alma 30:17-18: “Every man fared in this life according to the management of the creature; therefore every man prospered according to his genius, and that every man conquered according to his strength; and whatever a man did was no crime… .telling them that when a man was dead, that was the end thereof.” See Hugh Nibley 1971-1972 BYU lectures “Zion or our Condemnation”
Elder David Stone in the April 2006 General conference talk called ‘Babylon’ inferred that Babylon is now everywhere and is having an insidious influence upon members of the Church:
“Babylon was in the time of ancient Israel a city which had become sensual, decadent, and corrupt. The principle building in the city was a Temple to a false God, which we often refer to as Bel or Baal. However, that sensuality, corruption, and decadence, and the worshipping of false Gods are to be seen in many cities, great and small, scattered across the globe. As the Lord has said: ‘They seek not the Lord to establish His righteousness, but every man walketh in his own way, and after the image of His own God, whose image is in the likeness of the world “ D&C 1:16 

“We see Babylon in our cities; we see Babylon in our communities; we see Babylon everywhere…. we seldom realize the extent to which we are a product of the culture of our place and time. During the days of ancient Israel, the people of the Lord were an island of the one true God, surrounded by an ocean of idolatry. The waves of that ocean crashed incessantly upon the shores of Israel…... Israel seemingly could not help itself, influenced by the culture of the place and time. Over and over again despite the prohibition of the Lord, despite what prophet and priest had said Israel went seeking after strange Gods and bowed down before them. 

How could Israel have forgotten the Lord, who brought them out of Egypt? They were constantly pressured by what was popular in the ambience in which they lived. What an insidious thing is this culture amidst which we live. It permeates our environment, and we think we are being reasonable and logical when all too often, we have been moulded by the ethos, what the Germans call the zeitgeist, or the culture of our place and time”  

“All too often, we are like puppets on a string, as our culture determines what is ‘cool’…... seduced by our culture, we often hardly recognize our idolatry, as our strings are pulled by that which is popular in the Babylonian world. Indeed, as the poet Wordsworth said, ‘The world is too much with us’” “Babylon” Ensign May 2006 page 90 (extracts only)

Pressures on Latter-Day Saints due to Wickedness
Financial Bondage

Many members of the Church are in financial bondage due to high taxation, mortgages, rent, student loans, rising costs of energy, food, transport etc. For many in different nations just making a daily living is a struggle and the burden is increasing with each year. President Joseph F. Smith spoke concerning mortgages and debt:
“I tell you that it is better for us to be out of debt, free from obligations and mortgages, than it are for us to have mortgages plastered upon our homes or upon our farms…. or anything that we possess in the shape of values. I again admonish the Latter-Day Saints to aim and diligently endeavour to free themselves from debt. Get out of debt and keep out of debt and then you will be financially as well as spiritually free. General conference 6th April 1903

In this sermon President Smith equates debt with being in spiritual bondage as well as physical. In his generation even having a mortgage was a debt.
“Let me inject here, once more, my standing admonition to the Latter-day Saints: My brethren, see to it that you do not put a mortgage upon the roof that covers the heads of your wives and children. Don’t do it.” General Conference 4 Apr 1915  

How things have changed! It is now difficult for young people to purchase property for the first time without mortgaging their lives away and placing themselves in financial bondage.

The Lord has said: “Pay the debt thou hast contracted......release thyself from bondage.” D&C 19:35 
In the area where I live several member families cannot afford to move to increase the number of bedrooms which would be more appropriate for the size of their family. 

Tax Burden

In the Book of Mormon, the people of Limhi explained to Ammon that they were in bondage:

Mosiah 7:15: “For behold we are in bondage to the Lamanites and are taxed with a tax which is grievous to be borne.” 
This tax which was grievous to be borne consisted of giving up one half of their income to the Lamanites. (See Mosiah 19:15) Today in England and the rest of Europe hard working men and women are faced with a similar burden. In England many are on a 40% tax bracket, with national insurance contributions on top of this. A further 15% tax must also be paid on most purchases and any work carried out. There are taxes on cars, fuel, houses, inheritance, and savings.
Crime  
This will vary from nation to nation. This is based on the general locality where I live. 

Are women safe to go out at night by themselves? Are children safe to go out and play in urban areas without adult supervision? Is it safe to send children to the local store without supervision? Is this the sort of society members of the church want for their families? 
Headlines of another daily national newspaper 20 Aug 2007

“Too Scared to leave our Homes”- A disturbing 42 per cent of people are too scared of yobs to leave home at night, a mirror poll reveals today. Half of those quizzed feel less safe than a decade ago. A third have called he police about anti-social behaviour. And 62% believe parents are to blame for their children’s loutishness.

“Yob rule on our streets and estates is now so out of control Britain is a nation gripped by fear.” Despite a record number of police on patrol half of us feel less safe than a decade ago. And 42% of us are so scared of street corner gangs, muggers and gun and knife crime we would rather stay at home at night. Among women that figure rises to almost 50%......A third of people admitted they have had to confront youths about anti-social behaviour.
PRESS ASSOCIATION – 13 Aug 2011: The prison population in England and Wales has reached a record high. The total number of prisoners hit 85,931, 353 more than the previous record of 85,578 set last month and just over 2,100 short of the usable operational capacity of 88,049, Ministry of Justice figures showed.

The Government has said there will be enough jail places for anyone sentenced to custody as a result of the violence and looting that have swept across England's cities over the past week.
An Array of Evil Standards Portrayed before the Saints
The saints are in bondage to the wickedness, filthiness and evil that surrounds them

Today’s society compared to Sodom and Gomorrah

In fact, the leaders of the church have compared our society to Sodom and Gomorrah. President Hinckley said: 
“No one need tell you that we are living in a very difficult season in the history of the world. Standards are dropping everywhere. Nothing seems to be sacred anymore. As President Faust has indicated, the family appears to be falling apart. The traditional family is under heavy attack. I do not know that things were worse in the times of Sodom and Gomorrah. At that season Abraham bargained with the Lord to save these cities for the sake of the righteous. Notwithstanding his pleas, things were so bad that Jehovah decreed their destruction. They and their wicked inhabitants were annihilated. We see similar conditions today. They prevail all across the world. I think our Father must weep as He looks down upon His wayward sons and daughters”. Worldwide Leadership Training Meeting 10 Jan 2004.

President Boyd K Packer speaking to the Church Educational System Educator said: 
“I know of nothing in the history of the church or in the history of the world to compare with our present circumstances. Nothing happened in Sodom and Gomorrah which exceeds in wickedness and depravity that which surrounds us now…...Words of profanity, vulgarity, and blasphemy are heard everywhere. Unspeakable wickedness and perversion were once hid in dark places; now they are in the open, even accorded legal protection. At Sodom and Gomorrah these things were localised. Now they are spread across the world, and they are among us…...The world is spiralling downward at an ever-quickening pace. I am sorry to tell you that it will not get better…. Surely you can see what the adversary is about. The first line of defence, the home, is crumbling”. Church News week ending 14 Feb 2004
It is bondage for the pure in heart to live in a society like Sodom and Gomorrah. 
The people of those ancient cities were destroyed because of their wickedness. Lot and his family had to remove themselves from Sodom and Gomorrah to escape:
Genesis 19:12-15, 24 “And the men said unto Lot; Hast thou here any besides? Son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place; for we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the Lord; and the Lord hath sent us to destroy it. And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters and said, ‘Up, get you out of this place; for the Lord will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law. And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot saying, arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here, lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city…...then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of Heaven; and He overthrew those cities…”
Is it wise for the saints to live under such conditions as Sodom and Gomorrah which is tantamount to being in bondage to Babylon?
Having to Limit Families 
Because of the cost of housing many LDS families are now delaying or limiting the children they bring into the world. Some live-in cramped conditions because of their inability to afford to purchase suitable housing. The decline in the birth rate in the church is an indication of the pressure on Latter-day Saint couples who desire to keep the commandment of the Lord to multiply and replenish the earth. The soaring cost of purchasing or renting property alone is creating a need in most instances for both parents to work. Certainly, from personal experience as a parent I would have had great difficulty in supporting six children today compared with just a few years ago. 
The church birth rate statistics indicate a trend of a decline despite a continuing large increase in membership. The increase of LDS children of record in 1982 was 124,000 but since that time the increase has progressively declined. Today (2003) there are approximately twice as many LDS members worldwide as in 1982, but the increase in children of record is only about 65% of what it was then. In the year 2000 the increase was 81,450 and in 2001 the number was 69,522 which was lower than any increase of children of record reported since 1973! The increase of children of record is not exactly the same as the birth rate, but it does provide the only publicly available indicator available on this subject.
At a recent women’s conference President Packer spoke of the lowering birth-rate throughout the world and its effect upon the Church: 
"Worldwide, the birth-rate of Church members is only slightly higher than the world at large. Like the rest of the population, members of the Church must suffer the consequences of these trends. We face a particular set of issues because the pool from which missionaries are drawn is in steady decline." (Church News 13 May 2006)
Members of the church generally desire to keep the commandment of the Lord to multiply and replenish the earth, but now find it very difficult in raising a large family in Babylon.
The Challenge of Living amongst Increasing Wickedness
These are just a few of the many challenges facing members of the church in a world of increasing wickedness. In Babylon all things centre on the obtaining of wealth and goods, to the exclusion of the things of the Spirit. Members of the Church are directly affected by such things as the rising crime levels, the lack of peace in communities where they live, the sexual immorality and the spiralling cost of housing. When wickedness in society generally reaches a certain level, it is hard for the righteous to make progress, no matter what instruction or programs are in place. It is like swimming against the tide of the sea when the current is too strong for the swimmer.

As the world progressively declines in wickedness towards the ‘fullness of iniquity’, it becomes an unfit habitation for the ‘pure in heart’. With evil on every side, forming an integral part of the various forms of media communication, it becomes an increasingly difficult situation for families of the saints, to preserve their worthiness and integrity. Crime of every description increases, and many become victims of its abuse. 
Living in bondage amongst the wicked in Babylon is likened by Isaiah to being afflicted and living under oppression:

Isaiah 54:11-14: “O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, [and] not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires. And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones. And all thy children [shall be] taught of the Lord; and great [shall be] the peace of thy children. In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.” 
Isaiah 49:13-15: “Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountains: for the Lord hath comforted His people and will have mercy upon his afflicted. But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee?”
Living amongst a wicked society puts a great deal of pressure on latter day Saints trying to raise families in such a society. President Brigham Young stated: “We are not adapted to the society of the wicked and do not wish to mingle with them”. JD 10:306
What causes the Saints to be placed in Bondage?
It is because of wickedness in one form or another that the people of God find themselves in bondage. Abinadi speaking on behalf of the Lord explained why the people of Noah would be brought into bondage:

Mosiah 11:20-25: “Behold, thus saith the Lord, and thus hath he commanded me, saying, Go forth, and say unto this people, thus saith the Lord--Wo be unto this people, for I have seen their abominations, and their wickedness, and their whoredoms; and except they repent I will visit them in mine anger. And except they repent and turn to the Lord their God, behold, I will deliver them into the hands of their enemies; yea, and they shall be brought into bondage; and they shall be afflicted by the hand of their enemies. And it shall come to pass that they shall know that I am the Lord their God, and am a jealous God, visiting the iniquities of my people. 
And it shall come to pass that except this people repent and turn unto the Lord their God, they shall be brought into bondage; and none shall deliver them, except it be the Lord the Almighty God. Yea and it shall come to pass that when they shall cry unto me, I will be slow to hear their cries; yea, and I will suffer them that they be smitten by their enemies. And except they repent in sackcloth and ashes, and cry mightily to the Lord their God, I will not hear their prayers, neither will I deliver them out of their afflictions; and thus, saith the Lord, and thus hath He commanded me.” 
Abinadi taught the Law of Moses to the people and pointed out that it was through their neglect of this Law that they would eventually be brought under bondage:
Mosiah 13:25-26: “And it came to pass that after Abinadi had made an end of these sayings that he said unto them: Have ye taught this people that they should observe to do all these things for to keep these commandments? I say unto you, nay; for if ye had, the Lord would not have caused me to come forth and to prophesy evil concerning this people.” 
The early saints of the church lost the Land of Zion because of their transgressions and for the same reason the later Saints have not yet reclaimed it.

D&C 101:1-2, 6-8, 74-75: “Verily I say unto you, concerning your brethren who have been afflicted, and persecuted, and cast out from the land of their inheritance-- I, the Lord, have suffered the affliction to come upon them, wherewith they have been afflicted, in consequence of their transgressions.”
V.6-8: “Behold, I say unto you, there were jarrings, and contentions, and envyings, and strife’s, and lustful and covetous desires among them; therefore, by these things they polluted their inheritances. They were slow to hearken unto the voice of the Lord their God; therefore, the Lord their God is slow to hearken unto their prayers, to answer them in the day of their trouble. In the day of their peace, they esteemed lightly my counsel; but, in the day of their trouble, of necessity they feel after me............” 
V.74-75: And the churches in the eastern countries, when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel, they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion. There is even now already in store sufficient, yea, even an abundance, to redeem Zion, and establish her waste places, no more to be thrown down, were the churches, who call themselves after my name, willing to hearken to my voice.”

Have the saints today observed to keep the counsel of the Lord given in the Doctrine and Covenants concerning the United Order and the redemption of Zion? Is this the reason that the saints find that the world is prevailing against them, and they are in bondage today?
D&C 103:7-8: “And by hearkening to observe all the words which I, the Lord their God, shall speak unto them, they shall never cease to prevail until the kingdoms of the world are subdued under my feet, and the earth is given unto the saints, to possess it forever and ever. But inasmuch as they keep not my commandments, and hearken not to observe all my words, the kingdoms of the world shall prevail against them.” 
D&C 98:22: “And again I say unto you, if ye observe to do whatsoever I command you, I, the Lord, will turn away all wrath and indignation from you, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against you.”
Covetousness puts the Saints in Bondage.
Isaiah Prophesied of the effect of wealth and covetousness upon the Lord’s people:
Isaiah 2:5-10: “O house of Jacob, come ye and let us walk in the light of the Lord; yea, come, for ye have all gone astray, everyone to his wicked ways. Therefore, O Lord, thou hast forsaken thy people, the House of Jacob, because they be replenished from the east, and hearken unto the soothsayers like the Philistines and they please themselves in the children of strangers. Their land also is full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their treasures; their land is also full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their treasures; their land is also full of horses, neither is there any end of their chariots (modern means of transport) 
Their land is also full of idols; they worship the work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have made. And the mean man boweth not down, and the great man humbleth himself not, therefore, forgive him not. O ye wicked ones, enter into the dust, and hide thee in the dust, for the fear of the Lord and the glory of His Majesty shall smite thee.”  
As Jeremiah prophesied it is the sin of covetousness and the rejection of the Word of God in its fulness that has put the saints in bondage: 

Jeremiah 8:8-10: “How do ye say, we [are] wise, and the Law of the Lord [is] with us? Lo certainly in vain made He [it]; the pen of the scribes [is] in vain. The wise [men] (in their own eyes) are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken. lo they have rejected the Word of the Lord; and what wisdom [is] in them...for everyone from the least even unto the greatest is given to covetousness from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely.” 

President George Q Cannon of the First Presidency spoke of the negative effect that wealth can have and the necessity of the United Order to correct this:

“The time must come when we must obey that which has been revealed to us as the Order of Enoch, when there shall be no rich and no poor among the Latter-Day Saints; when wealth will not be a temptation; when every man will love his neighbour as he does himself. When every man and woman will labour for the good of all as much as for self. That day must come, and we may as well prepare our hearts for it, brethren, for as wealth increases, I see more and more a necessity for the institution of such an order. As wealth increases, luxury and extravagance have more power over us. Journal of Discourses 15:207

The saints have increasingly become part of the world in their desire to be accepted. Such scriptures as the following on equality are rarely spoken off in the church today:
D&C 70:14: “Nevertheless, in your temporal things you shall be equal and this not grudgingly; otherwise the abundance of the manifestations of the spirit shall be withheld” 
D&C 49:20: “But it is not given that one man should possess that which is above another, wherefore the world lieth in sin.” 
Through covetousness the early members of the Church failed to keep the covenant of the United Order:
D&C 104:4: “Therefore inasmuch as some of my servants have not kept the commandment, but have broken the covenant through covetousness, and with feigned words, I have cursed them….” 
D&C 104:52-53: “The covenants being broken through transgression, by covetousness and feigned words, therefore you are dissolved as a United Order with your brethren…...” 
The same transgressions that caused the establishment of Zion to fail in the early days of the Church also prevent attempts to redeem Zion today. 
The wealthy in the Church do not desire to give up their advantages by the equalisation of the standard of living within the Church.
D&C 105:2-6: “Behold I say unto you, were it not for the transgressions of my people, speaking concerning the church and not individuals they might have been redeemed even now, but behold they have not learned to be obedient to the things which I required at their hands, but are full of all manner of evil and do not impart of their substance as becometh saints, to the poor and afflicted among them; and are not united according to the union required by the law of the Celestial Kingdom. And my people must needs be chastened until they learn obedience, if it must needs be by the things which they suffer.” 
When members of the Church get settled in wealthy circumstances it is hard for them to envisage the need for equality in the Church. Because of their abundance they do not desire to disturb their prosperity in the world and therefore do not desire or pray for the Redemption of Zion and the introduction of the United Order. They become unwilling to follow the commandments of God concerning Zion even though there is sufficient means to accomplish the commandments connected to it:
D&C 101:75: “There is even now already in store sufficient, yea, even an abundance, to redeem Zion, and establish her waste places, no more to be thrown down, were the churches, who call themselves after my name, willing to hearken to my voice.”
D&C 56:16: “Wo unto you rich men, that will not give your substance to the poor, for your riches will canker your souls; and this shall be your lamentation in the day of visitation, and of judgment, and of indignation: The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and my soul is not saved.” 
Jacob also taught his people how they could overcome the problem of pride and covetousness

Jacob 2:17: “Think of your brethren like unto yourselves and be familiar with all and free with your substance, that they may be rich like unto you”. 
Release from Bondage
The Lord has admonished His people to release themselves from bondage and become independent from the world. He has given laws and commandments such as the Law of Consecration and Stewardship in the United Order which will enable the Saints to accomplish this independence:
D&C 78:14: “That the church may stand independent above all other creatures beneath the Celestial world; that you may come up unto the crown prepared for you, and be made rulers over many kingdoms, saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Zion.” 
The only eventual answer to become Independent is for the saints to ‘go out’ from Babylon or remove themselves from this bondage or wickedness:

D&C 38:42: “And go ye out from among the wicked. Save yourselves. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord.” 
It is the will of the Lord that His people are released from their bondage in Babylon and be separated from the wickedness of the world to create their own society.
D&C 133:7, 14: “The time has come when the voice of the Lord is unto you:’ Go ye out of Babylon; gather ye out from among the nations, from the four winds, from one end of Heaven to the other.  Go ye out from among them the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon.’” 
Isaiah 52:11: “Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord.” 
After the tribulation of being in bondage it certainly will be a blessing to receive an inheritance in Zion:
D&C 103:11-12: “But verily I say unto you, I have decreed that your brethren which have been scattered shall return to the lands of their inheritances, and shall build the waste places of Zion. For after much tribulation, as I have said in a former commandment, cometh the blessing.” 
Comparison with Ancient Israel
The spiritual bondage of Modern Israel can be compared to the physical bondage experienced by Ancient Israel at the time of Moses. Sometimes the excuse can be used that as long as the church is growing in numbers there is no need for the saints to concern themselves with the future. It should be remembered that as with Ancient Israel being in bondage to the powers of Satan does not stop growth in numbers:
Exodus 1:12: “But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were grieved because of the children of Israel” 
Eventually as circumstances and society change the bondage whether physical or spiritual becomes too much for the people of God: 
Exodus: 2:24: “And it came to pass in process of time that the king of Egypt died: and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage. And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.” 
The Lord has mercy upon His people as they turn to Him:
Exodus 3:7: “And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of my people which [are] in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;” 
The only answer then is for the people of God to separate themselves from this bondage:
Exodus 6:5-8: “And I have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have remembered my covenant. Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I [am] the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments. 
And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I [am] the Lord your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage: I [am] the Lord.” 
Correspondence-Letter sent to Elder Richard G Scott
Elder Richard G. Scott

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,

47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, 

Utah 84150-1200, U.S.A                   
                                                                 15 June 2007

Dear Elder Scott

I refer to your April 2004 conference address “How to live well amid increasing evil”. I have thought much about this subject recently studying the scriptures to understand more fully what the will of the Saviour is for His people living under such conditions. The enclosed brief study details the deterioration of my own society in England and lists scriptures that have reference to the need for the saints to become separated from such wickedness as the fulness of iniquity is reached.

You state in your talk “Much of the world is being engulfed in a rising river of degenerate filth, with the abandonment of virtue, righteousness, personal integrity, traditional marriage, and family life.  Sodom and Gomorrah was the epitome of unholy life in the Old Testament. It was isolated then; now that condition is spread over the world.” You also quote President Hinckley “I do not know that things were worse in the times of Sodom and Gomorrah… We see similar conditions today. They prevail all across the world. I think our Father must weep as He looks down upon His wayward sons and daughters”.  (Worldwide Leadership Training Meeting 10 Jan 2004)

Elder Packer has also spoken in similar vein: “I know of nothing in the history of the church or in the history of the world to compare with our present circumstances. Nothing happened in Sodom and Gomorrah which exceeds in wickedness and depravity that which surrounds us now…...Words of profanity, vulgarity, and blasphemy are heard everywhere. Unspeakable wickedness and perversion were once hid in dark places; now they are in the open, even accorded legal protection. At Sodom and Gomorrah these things were localised. Now they are spread across the world, and they are among us…...The world is spiralling downward at an ever-quickening pace. I am sorry to tell you that it will not get better…. Surely you can see what the adversary is about. The first line of defence, the home, is crumbling”. Church News week ending 14 Feb 2004

Since the world is not going to get better and according to Elder Packer is “spiralling downward at an ever-quickening pace” at what stage do we side with President Brigham Young who stated:-  “We are not adapted to the society of the wicked and do not wish to mingle with them”. JD 10:306

Is it right for Latter Day Saints to continue to raise their families in a society as bad as Sodom and Gomorrah? Are there some areas of the world that have deteriorated in wickedness faster than others? What is the responsibility of the Patriarch of the home in making sure that his family has the best possible opportunity available both temporally and spiritually?

As I have studied the Doctrine and Covenants it becomes evident that the Lord teaches that society will reach the point of no return called the “Fulness of Iniquity” (see page 17). It is then when the Lord will say “the cup of mine indignation is full” (D&C 29:17) and will therefore send forth His wrath “until the consumption decreed hath made a full end of all nations.” (D&C 87:6) Since the world is now becoming like Sodom and Gomorrah are we not fast reaching the “fulness of iniquity”? Are the members of the church worldwide prepared for the consequences that will follow this rapid deterioration in society?

The Lord further explains that this spiritual wickedness places the saints in bondage to Babylon. (See pages 12-14) Without doubt it is the devil’s design is to surround the saints with evil because he knows the effect it will have on the rising generation: “Wherefore, He maketh war with the saints of God, and encompasseth them round about.” D&C 76:29 
The only solution is for the saints to “Loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion” (52:2) and the command of the Lord is heard “Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord.” Isaiah 52:11 

We understand that this separation from Babylon must take place before the time of the Lord’s vengeance upon the nations:- “Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul; be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the time of the Lord’s vengeance he will render unto her recompense” Jeremiah 51:6. 

Several scriptures in the Doctrine and Covenants explain this process more fully. 

(See D&C 103:17-18; D&C 133:4-5, 7, 9, 12, 14; D&C 38:42

Even now I am sure it would benefit many Latter Day Saints in isolated areas of the church to follow the Lord’s commandment to “carefully gather together, as much in one region as can be, consistently with the feelings of the people and behold, I will give unto you favour and grace in their eyes, that you may rest in peace and safety.” (D&C 105:24-25) Peace and safety from the wickedness of the world-what a priceless joy that would be for many Latter-Day Saint families struggling to rear their children in ever worsening spiritual standards, especially here in Europe.

I testify that as time progresses that ‘to live well’ the saints will need to follow the admonition of the Lord and separate themselves from this wickedness. This will only be accomplished through members being released from the bondage of Babylon by gathering as one people to Zion. There the Saints will be blessed to live the United Order in preparation for the Lord’s advent and enjoy a righteous society.

I testify that the enclosed scriptural study teaches the true doctrine on these subjects

With Best Wishes 

Malcolm E. Twigg 
I received no reply to this letter, but for some reason the Stake President was notified of the letter by  Elder Richard G Scott.
Scriptures Used in this Study

Doctrine and Covenants: D&C 19:35; 38:11-12; 38:42; 49:20; 56:16; 70:14; 76:29; 78:14; 98:22; 101:1-2, 6-9, 74-75; 101:75; 103:7-8; 103:11-12; 103:17; 104:4; 104:52-53; 105:2-5, 6; 105:24-26; 113:10; 133:7, 14

Book of Mormon: Jacob 2:17; Mosiah 7:15; 11:20-25; 13:25-26
Old Testament: Genesis 19:12-15, 24; Exodus 1:12; 2:24; 3:7; 6:5-8; Isaiah 11:20-25; 49:13-15; 52:2-6; 52:11; 54:11-14; Jeremiah 8:8-10.
Journal Notes

I wrote the following in my journal 27 April 2000:

“The Devil uses the Great and Abominable Church (Babylon) to fulfil his purposes in opposition to the work of God. The Great and Abominable Church (Babylon) is any nation, organization, group, church, political party, or society that leads people away from the true covenants and ordinances of the Gospel. The society of Babylon will encourage the breaking of the commandments of God. 

For example in recent years the government of the United Kingdom has relaxed laws on the Sabbath Day, alcohol consumption, drug taking, censorship of pornography, has formulated a school curriculum that teaches all aspects of sexuality are normal. The government has encouraged gambling through the lottery and the establishment of casinos, has been soft on criminal behaviour including the abolishing of capital punishment etc. In the United Kingdom the political leaders have assisted in the development of Babylon in various ways. 

Babylon is any society that promotes pride so that people will centre their minds on fame, wealth, fashion, image, opulence, adoration, and material goods. Babylon is symbolic of the wickedness of the world which is opposed to the work of God. It is the opposite of a Zion society which is based on the Law of God.” End of quote
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