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The Meaning of the Term Zion
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See Studies compiled in the folder Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
Zion is a Composite Term

Some confusion has arisen because of the composite meaning of the term Zion. A clear understanding of the term Zion can only be obtained by knowing the essential parts required for its establishment in this generation. The Doctrine and Covenants teaches that Zion is the Pure in Heart, in the Divinely Appointed Place, living by the Law of the Celestial Order, meaning the Law of Consecration. Each part is essential to obtain the fulness of Zion.

It is important to realize that there can be no Zion without the Law of Consecration administered under the United Order.

The Essential Parts of Zion are:

Zion is the Pure in Heart:

D&C 97:21: “Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion – The Pure in Heart; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn.” 

Zion is a Distinct Place:

D&C 97:19-20: “And the nations of the Earth shall honour her, and shall say: Surely Zion is the City of our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there; and he hath sworn by the power of his might to be her salvation and her high tower.”  

Zion requires the Celestial Law:

D&C 105:5: “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.”  (This refers to The Law of Consecration. (See also D&C 105:4, 29, 32, 34 and D&C 58:19, 82:15, 97:25, 119:1, 3, 5, and 6, D&C 78:4-8)

Hugh Nibley a great advocate of Zion stated: 

Zion is any community in which the Celestial Order prevails.

Zion is the pure in heart, 

But Zion is also a real city or any number of real cities.

See BYU lecture series 1971/2 ‘Our glory or our condemnation’ 

To emphasize in writings or statements one part of Zion, whilst neglecting the other aspects, is clearly taking the meaning of the word Zion out of context and can therefore be misleading. This can cause an imbalance in understanding the full meaning of the word which in turn can lead to erroneous doctrine. It is only partly true to say for example that “Zion is the pure in heart”
Additional Meanings of Zion

Zion is a word that denotes something that is Heavenly, Celestial or of God. It is ‘A bit of Heaven on Earth’, or in other words the bringing of Heavenly ideals to Earth. The name Zion is literally taken from the City where God himself dwells: “These are they who are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the City of the living God, the Heavenly place, the Holiest of all.” (D&C 76:66) Jesus Christ is the king of Zion.
Zion used in a general sense in the scriptures means ‘the cause of righteousness’ or ‘the work of God’ as in the following: D&C 24:7: “For thou shalt devote all thy service in Zion; and in this thou shalt have strength” D&C 6:6:  “Now, as you have asked, behold I say unto you, keep my commandments, and seek to bring forth and establish the cause of Zion.” (See also D&C 11:6, 12:6, 14:6, 21:7-8, 24:7, 30:11)
Zion is also an ancient Hebrew word meaning a place of refuge or sanctuary and is used in scripture to describe both the Old and the New Jerusalem. It is the name given to the Holy City built by Enoch which was taken into Heaven: “Enoch built a city that was called The City of Holiness, even Zion” Moses 7:19
Note: Words that have a Composite Meaning
Another example of a composite term is the word salvation, which is comprised of vital parts like faith, repentance, baptism, Gift of the Holy Ghost, endurance to the end. Each part is essential to obtain the full blessing of salvation. However sometimes in scripture one part of this composite term is used as if referring to the whole such as: “And he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned” D&C 68:9. If this scripture is taken in isolation a misunderstanding could be obtained that all that is required for salvation is belief and baptism. It is apparent however, from additional verses of scripture, that repentance, the Gift of the Holy Ghost, and other principles and ordinances of the gospel, are essential components of salvation. 
Likewise to obtain the fullness Zion each part is vital.

Teachings of the Church on Zion and the Gathering in 1970

The following articles from seminary, institute, church magazines and books illustrate the teachings of the church which I studied and obtained my understanding after I became a member of the church in 1967:

1970 Seminary material on the scattering and gathering of Israel 

“The scriptures indicate there are to be three aspects of the gathering: (1) the people of Israel from the nations of the earth to Zion; (2) The return of the Jews to Jerusalem; and (3) the restoration of the lost tribes. There are to be two gathering places: Israel is to be gathered to the land of America, and Judah is to be gathered to Jerusalem.” 

1969 Institute material Ref. HC 69-4-3-R2 

“Among the signs of the Second Coming of the Saviour there are to be conditions of war, pestilence, famine, and natural calamities. Wickedness will continue to increase, and brotherly love will grow cold. The saints will flee to the City of Zion or the New Jerusalem to find protection from the severe conditions, which will arise. (Quotes D&C 115:5-6). The establishment of Zion will be of such consequence as to win the admiration of the righteous of the world and to strike terror in the hearts of the wicked.” 

In the same article is a quote from Charles W. Penrose “The Second Advent”

“We may consider the inhabitants of the earth at the time immediately preceding the Coming of Christ under three general headings:

First: the saints of God gathered in one place on the western continent called Zion, busily preparing for his appearance in their midst as their Redeemer who had shed his blood for their salvation, now coming to reign over them and to reward them for their labours in establishing his government.
Second: the Jews gathered to Jerusalem and also expecting the Messiah, but not believing that Jesus of Nazareth was the Son of God and being in danger of destruction from their Gentile enemies.

Third: the corrupt nations and kingdoms of men who, rejecting the light of the Gospel, are unprepared for the Lord’s advent and are almost ripe for destruction.

The Instructor Magazine page 266: 

“Preparing for Christ’s Millennial Government” by Hyrum L Andrus (Extracts only)

“Israel will be gathered to two great centres; the old Jerusalem and the City of Zion (New Jerusalem), to be built in America. The remnant of Joseph and those identified with them will possess the Western Hemisphere, while Judah returns to Palestine. Those from the North will come initially to Zion, but will receive an inheritance around the old Jerusalem. 

“Only by the practice of Zion’s law including the Law of Consecration and Stewardship can the saints be sanctified for Christ’s advent among them to fulfil His promise: “And the powers of heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you”. 3 Nephi 20:22

“While warfare and turmoil prevail among the wicked in that future day, the New Jerusalem will be “…a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints” D&C 45:66

Book “Israel Do You Know” by Elder LeGrande Richards. Pages 168-169:

Quotes the following scriptures: D&C 101:22-23, 64-65; 33:6; 35:25; 42:36; 43:23-24; 45:71; 133:4-9, and then states: “It will be noted that these revelations were all given within two years after the church was organised. There is no question but what the Lord had in mind that the seed of Joseph would be gathered out of the nations and be gathered in one place, as the above quotations so clearly indicate.”

Book “Articles of Faith” by Elder James E. Talmage page 336-337 

Quotes 3 Nephi 21:22-28; D&C 29:2, 7-8; 133:4, 7 Also refers the reader to D&C 31:8; 38:31; 45:25; 77:14; 84:2; then states:  “It is evident that the plan of gathering comprises:

Assembling in the land of Zion of the people of Israel from the nations of the earth

Return of the Jews to Jerusalem

Restoration of the lost tribes
Book “Doctrine and Covenants Commentary” by apostle Hyrum M Smith and Janne M. Sjodahl pages 146/147

Commentary on D&C 29:8: “In the councils of Heaven it had been decreed that the saints should gather to one place on the American continent in order to be prepared against the last great tribulations of the world. Jackson County, Mo; is the central gathering place of the saints.” 
The authors then quote from an address by Orson F. Whitney 9 April 1916 in Salt Lake City: 

“The saints were scattered, and established themselves in the Rocky Mountains, according to the prophetic word, but “Zion” was not “moved out of her place,” and the saints will return and build it up.” 

Will our mission end here (in Utah)? Is the state of Utah the proper monument of the Mormon people? No, The monument to ‘Mormonism’ will stand in Jackson County, Mo. There the great city will be built; there Zion will arise and shine, ‘the joy of the whole earth’ and there the Lord will come to His Temple in His own time, when His people shall have made the required preparation”.

The previous quotations illustrate the teachings of the church when I studied this subject in 1967. 
Articles on Zion and the Gathering from 2014

‘The Book of Mormon, The Gathering of Israel, and the Second Coming’ Elder Russell M Nelson Ensign July 2014 (Extracts only) 
“As prophesied, all things were to be restored in this dispensation. Therefore, the long-awaited gathering of scattered Israel must come as part of that restoration. The gathering of Israel is interrelated with the second promise because the gathering is a necessary prelude to the Second Coming of the Lord. Again, that heavenly perspective is ever evident. This concept of the gathering is one of the important teachings of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The Lord has declared, “I give unto you a sign … that I shall gather in, from their long dispersion, my people, O house of Israel, and shall establish again among them my Zion” (3 Nephi 21:1)

The coming forth of the Book of Mormon is a tangible sign to the world that the Lord has commenced gathering Israel and fulfilling covenants He made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. We not only teach this concept, but we also get to participate in it! We do so as we help to gather the elect of the Lord on both sides of the veil.
Mercifully, the invitation to “come unto Christ” (Jacob 1:7) can also be extended to those who died without a knowledge of the gospel. Part of the preparation on behalf of those who live on the other side of the veil requires earthly efforts of those who live on this side of the veil. We gather pedigree charts, create family group sheets, and do vicarious temple work to gather individuals unto the Lord and into their families. 
Regarding the Second Coming, we know it is “now nigh at hand, and in a time [yet] to come” (D&C 63:53). And when the Savior comes again, it will not be in secret. Meanwhile, much work must be done to gather Israel and prepare the world for the glorious Second Coming.
The Book of Mormon declares the advent of the gathering and is God’s instrument to bring about that gathering. Without the Book of Mormon, there would be no gathering of Israel.
With that perspective, we see that missionary work is crucial to the gathering of Israel. In many nations, our missionaries search for those of scattered Israel.
Zion exists wherever righteous Saints gather. (References D&C 97:21) Publications, communications, and congregations give nearly all Church members access to the doctrine, keys, ordinances, and blessings of the gospel, regardless of location. As a convenience to Saints across the globe, 143 temples are available, and more are coming.
Saints in every land have equal claim upon the blessings of the Lord. Spiritual security will always depend upon how we live, not where we live.” END
See also Elder Russell M Nelson “The Gathering of Israel” Oct 2006 General Conference and Letter sent to Elder Nelson dated 17 March 2007 in the following study
Use of the Term Gathering to Zion by Leaders 2006-2012 + Correspondence
The Future of the Church: Preparing the World for the Savior’s Second Coming President Russell M. Nelson Ensign April 2020 (Extracts only)
“…………. Today, the Lord’s work in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is moving forward at an accelerated pace. The Church will have an unprecedented, unparalleled future. “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, … the things which God hath prepared for them that love him”

Remember that the fulness of Christ’s ministry lies in the future. The prophecies of His Second Coming have yet to be fulfilled. We are just building up to the climax of this last dispensation﻿—when the Savior’s Second Coming becomes a reality.

A necessary prelude to that Second Coming is the long-awaited gathering of scattered Israel (see 1 Nephi 15:18; see also the title page of the Book of Mormon). This doctrine of the gathering is one of the important teachings of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The Lord has declared: “I give unto you a sign … that I shall gather in, from their long dispersion, my people, O house of Israel, and shall establish again among them my Zion” (3 Nephi 21:1).

We not only teach this doctrine, but we participate in it. We do so as we help to gather the elect of the Lord on both sides of the veil. As part of the planned destiny of the earth and its inhabitants, our kindred dead are to be redeemed (see Doctrine and Covenants 128:15). Mercifully, the invitation to “come unto Christ” (Jacob 1:7; Moroni 10:32; Doctrine and Covenants 20:59) can also be extended to those who died without a knowledge of the gospel (see Doctrine and Covenants 137:6–8). Part of their preparation, however, requires the earthly efforts of others. 

We gather pedigree charts, create family group sheets, and do temple work vicariously to gather individuals unto the Lord and into their families. Families are to be sealed together for all eternity (see Doctrine and Covenants 2:2–3; 49:17; 138:48; Joseph Smith﻿—History 1:39). A welding link is to be forged between the fathers and the children. In our time, a whole, complete, and perfect union of all dispensations, keys, and powers are to be welded together (see Doctrine and Covenants 128:18). For these sacred purposes, holy temples now dot the earth. I emphasize again that construction of these temples may not change your life, but your service in the temple surely will.
The time is coming when those who do not obey the Lord will be separated from those who do (see Doctrine and Covenants 86:1–7). Our safest insurance is to continue to be worthy of admission to His holy house. The greatest gift you could give to the Lord is to keep yourself unspotted from the world, worthy to attend His holy house. His gift to you will be the peace and security of knowing that you are worthy to meet Him, whenever that time comes.

In addition to temple work, the coming forth of the Book of Mormon is a sign to the entire world that the Lord has commenced to gather Israel and fulfill the covenants He made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (see Genesis 12:2–3; 3 Nephi 21: 29). The Book of Mormon declares the doctrine of the gathering (see, for example, 1 Nephi 10:14). It causes people to learn about Jesus Christ, to believe His gospel, and to join His Church. In fact, if there were no Book of Mormon, the promised gathering of Israel would not occur.

Missionary work is also crucial to that gathering. Servants of the Lord go forth proclaiming the Restoration. In many nations our members and missionaries have searched for those of scattered Israel; they have hunted for them “out of the holes of the rocks” (Jeremiah 16:16); and they have fished for them, as in ancient days…….

The choice to come unto Christ is not a matter of physical location; it is a matter of individual commitment. All members of the Church have access to the doctrine, ordinances, priesthood keys, and blessings of the gospel, regardless of their location. People can be “brought to the knowledge of the Lord” (3 Nephi 20:13) without leaving their homelands.

True, in the early days of the Church, conversion often meant emigration as well. 
But now the gathering takes place in each nation. 

The Lord has decreed the establishment of Zion (see Doctrine and Covenants 6:6; 11:6) in each realm where He has given His Saints their birth and nationality. The place of gathering for Brazilian Saints is in Brazil; the place of gathering for Nigerian Saints is in Nigeria; the place of gathering for Korean Saints is in Korea. Zion is “the pure in heart” (Doctrine and Covenants 97:21).  It is wherever righteous Saints are.

Spiritual security will always depend upon how one lives, not where one lives. I promise that if we will do our best to exercise faith in Jesus Christ and access the power of His Atonement through repentance, we will have the knowledge and power of God to help us take the blessings of the restored gospel of Jesus Christ to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people and to prepare the world for the Second Coming of the Lord. It is our charge﻿—it is our privilege﻿—to help prepare the world for that day.
Face the Future with Faith. Meanwhile, here and now, we live in a time of turmoil. Earthquakes and tsunamis wreak devastation, governments collapse, economic stresses are severe, the family is under attack, and divorce rates are rising. We have great cause for concern. But we do not need to let our fears displace our faith. We can combat those fears by strengthening our faith………

Do whatever it takes to strengthen your faith in Jesus Christ by increasing your understanding of the doctrine taught in His restored Church and by relentlessly seeking truth. Anchored in pure doctrine, you will be able to step forward with faith and dogged persistence and cheerfully do all that lies in your power to fulfill the purposes of the Lord……………….”
NOTES ON THE ABOVE TALKS BY PRESIDENT NELSON

The Full Meaning of Individual Scriptures Quoted by Elder Nelson
To obtain the full meaning and original intent of individual scriptures that are quoted or referenced in the above talks they need to be read in the context of the whole chapter. 

3 Nephi 21:1
1: President Nelson quotes 3 Nephi 21:1 in the above articles concerning the importance of the doctrine of the gathering to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He quotes “I give unto you a sign … that I shall gather in, from their long dispersion, my people, O house of Israel, and shall establish again among them my Zion” (3 Nephi 21:1).

In the same chapter Jesus explains further about this Gathering to Zion spoken of in verse1. First the church is to be established and then subsequently the scattered sheep will be gathered into the New Jerusalem.
3 Nephi 21:22-24: “But if they will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will establish my church among them and they shall come in unto the covenant and be numbered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance. And they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem. 

This scripture is one of many that explains that through conversion the Church is first built up in all nations and then at the appointed time the Gathering to Zion will take place. The following are scriptures which testify of this order: (numbers added for emphasis)

D&C 31:7-8: “(1) And I will open the hearts of the people and they will receive you. And I will establish a church by your hand; and (2) you shall strengthen them and prepare them against the time when they shall be gathered” 

D&C 42:1, 8-9: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church…… (1).ye shall build up my church in every region-(2) until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may Gathered in One, that ye may be My people and I will be your God” 

D&C 45:64-66, 69: “The elders are to “(1)….call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me and (2) with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…..And there shall be Gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” See also D&C 101:74
All the above scriptures correlate together in explaining the relationship of the building up of the church and the subsequent Gathering to Zion. Therefore, the doctrine of the gathering of Israel is a little more than just “the offering of the Gospel” as taught by President Nelson who recently said to the youth of the church : “Tonight, we want you to know that the gathering of Israel ultimately means offering the gospel of Jesus Christ to God’s children on both sides of the veil who have neither made crucial covenants with God nor received their essential ordinances.” Worldwide Youth Devotional • June 3, 2018

The offering of the Gospel to God’s children and their conversion to the truth will ultimately lead to their eventual gathering to Zion the New Jerusalem and her stakes. 
2 Nephi 9:2
2: In his talk “The Gathering of Israel” Ensign Nov 2006 President Nelson references the scripture 2 Nephi 9:2 “shall be gathered home to the lands of their inheritance and shall be established in all their lands of promise.” This is then applied to mean “Every nation is the gathering place for its own people.” 
In the letter to President Nelson in the document Use of the Term Gathering to Zion by Leaders 2006-2012 + Correspondence is a full explanation of how this verse and similar ones are taken out of context. In their original meaning in the Book of Mormon they all apply to the Gathering of the Jews. President Marion G. Romney elaborates on their true meaning in his talk. “The Restoration of Israel to the Lands of Their Inheritance” Ensign May 1981
D&C 97:21
3: President Nelson also references D&C 97:21 in his talks. “Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion – The Pure in Heart” 

This single scripture is used to justify the doctrine that Zion “is wherever righteous Saints are.” and “The Lord has decreed the establishment of Zion in each realm where He has given His Saints their birth and nationality.”  See Ensign message April 2020
President Joseph Fielding Smith said: “ It is wrong to take one passage of scripture and isolate it from all other teachings dealing with the same subject.” D.O.S 2:95-96.

See the explanation (on Pages 2-3) that Zion is a composite term that has several meanings. To apply one aspect of its meaning as if it were the whole can lead to misunderstanding. President Joseph Fielding Smith said: “ It is wrong to take one passage of scripture and isolate it from all other teachings dealing with the same subject.” ) D.O.S 2:95-96). For example, the establishment of Zion also requires the Celestial Law of Consecration.
D&C 86:7
4: President Nelson stated in Ensign message April 2020: “The time is coming when those who do not obey the Lord will be separated from those who do.” Referencing D&C 86:1-7

D&C 86:7 states: “Therefore, let the wheat and the tares grow together until the harvest is fully ripe; then ye shall first gather out the wheat from among the tares, and after the gathering of the wheat, behold and lo, the tares are bound in bundles and the field remaineth to be burned.” 
In the following scripture the Lord explains where the ‘Wheat’ will be gathered when the time of harvest arrives:

D&C 101:64-74:“That the work of the gathering together of my saints may continue, that I may be build them up unto my name upon the holy places; for the time of harvest is come and my word must needs be fulfilled. Therefore, I must gather together my people, according to the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares that the wheat may be secured in the garners to possess eternal life and be crowned with Celestial Glory…. while the tares shall be bound in bundles and their bands made strong, that they may be burned with unquenchable fire. 

Therefore, a commandment I give unto all the churches that they shall continue to gather together unto the places which I have appointed. Nevertheless, as I have said unto you in a former commandment (See D&C 63:24-36) …. let all things be prepared before you. 

And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things-Which saith or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my saints. All the land which can be purchased in Jackson County and the counties round about and leave the residue in mine hand. 

Now verily I say unto you, let all the churches gather together all their moneys; let these things be done in their time, but not in haste; and observe to have all things prepared before you And let honorable men be appointed, even wise men and send them to purchase the lands. And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel, they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion” 

This revelation states that the Land of Zion “in Jackson County and the counties round about” is the place where the wheat will be gathered and secured. When the churches are ‘built up’ they are to buy the designated lands and then gather upon them to live the Law of Consecration and establish a Zion community. 
3 Nephi 21:29
5: President Nelson references this scripture as follows: “In addition to temple work, the coming forth of the Book of Mormon is a sign to the entire world that the Lord has commenced to gather Israel (3 Nephi 21: 29). 

v29 is connected with v28 which reads: 

3 Nephi 21:28-29: “Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father among all nations in preparing the way whereby his people may be gathered home to the Land of their Inheritance. And they shall go out from all nations; and they shall not go out in haste, nor go by flight, for I will go before them, saith the Father, and I will be their rearward.” 
What is the above scripture “gathered home to the land of inheritance” referring to 

Gathered Home to the Land of their Inheritance-Where
According to the above scripture the Lord’s people will go out from all nation and “be gathered home to the land of their inheritance.” 

Earlier in the chapter it explains where this land of inheritance is located:

3 Nephi 21:22-24: “But if they (The Gentiles) will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will establish my church among them, and they shall come in unto the Covenant and be numbered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance; And they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, that they may build a City, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem

These scriptures plainly state that the converted Gentiles and the remnant of Jacob will Gather To the land of their Inheritance which is clearly identified.  

This is very much different to the following statement by President Nelson in his article in the Ensign April 2020 in which he repeats the doctrine of Elder McConkie:

Elder McConkie: “The Lord has decreed the establishment of Zion in each realm where He has given His Saints their birth and nationality. The place of gathering for Brazilian Saints is in Brazil; the place of gathering for Nigerian Saints is in Nigeria; the place of gathering for Korean Saints is in Korea. Zion is “the pure in heart” (Doctrine and Covenants 97:21).  It is wherever righteous Saints are.” (End of Quote)
President Nelson is using the talk by Elder McConkie given at an area conference in Mexico City August 1972 and quoted by President Harold B. Lee in the April 1973 General Conference. (Elder McConkie was a member of the Seventy at the time) See the study Use of the Term ‘Gathering to Zion’ by Leaders 1972-2001
Therefore President Nelsons teachings that Zion is the “pure in heart” and wherever in the world the pure in heart are found becomes Zion is expressly following the teachings of Elder Bruce R. McConkie when the doctrine was changed in 1972. 
Elder Boyd K. Packer commented that this was a historic change in doctrine: 

“In August 1972, a historic change was announced, "a redirection from the Lord. Gathering was not to continue as it had for nearly 150 years. . . . Henceforth, they were to be gathered out of the world into the Church in their own lands into the stakes of Zion. A stake is a refuge from the world," President Packer explained.

At the next general conference, President Harold B. Lee officially announced that the pioneering phase of gathering was over. President Packer said that President Lee quoted the words of Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the Council of the Twelve at a Mexico City Area Conference the previous August…….."
A new direction had now been given to the spirit of gathering," President Packer said. "The gathering no longer was to be to the tops of the mountains. Under the direction of the apostles and prophets, the gathering was to be out of the world into the Church in every nation. Every nation was to be the gathering place for its own people. They would gather to build temples.” (Gathering Spirit still Continues’ LDS Church News 8 July 2006) (End of Quote)
Note: This is using one part of Zion as if it were the whole. The Law of Consecration which is the essential Law of Zion is left out of these assumptions. 
See also the following studies

Are these Teachings in the book ‘The Millennial Messiah’ Scriptural
 An Attempt to Resolve the Contrasting Teachings of Two Apostles on the Gathering to Zion
Gathered Home to the Land of their Inheritance-Where (continued)
When the sword of God’s justice is ready to fall upon the nations the House of Israel will be established in their Land of Inheritance in fulfilment of the Covenant made with Jacob. This process is also clearly explained in 3 Nephi Chapter 20:

3 Nephi 20:20-22: “And it shall come to pass, saith the Father, that the sword of my justice shall hang over them at that day; and except they repent it shall fall upon them, saith the Father, yea, even upon all the nations of the Gentiles. And it shall come to pass that I will establish my people, O House of Israel. And behold, this people will I establish in this land, unto the fulfilling of the covenant which I made with your father Jacob; and it shall be a New Jerusalem. And the powers of heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you.” 
The Jews are also part of the same covenant, but they will be expected to gather back to the land of ‘their fathers for their inheritance which is the land of Jerusalem’:

3 Nephi 20:29: “And I will remember the covenant which I have made with my people; and I have covenanted with them that I would gather them together in mine own due time, that I would give unto them again the land of their fathers for their inheritance, which is the Land of Jerusalem, which is the Promised Land unto them forever, saith the Father.”

The covenant of the Father to the House of Israel and extended to the converted Gentiles is clearly identified. It is that He will gather His people again to the Land of their Inheritance and create Zion amongst them even the New Jerusalem. The Jews will be gathered to the Old Jerusalem also in fulfilment of the Covenant.

The Book of Mormon therefore testifies that the House of Israel will be gathered to their lands of Promise in fulfilment of the Covenant given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

2 Nephi 29:14: “And it shall come to pass that my people which are of the House of Israel, shall be gathered home unto the lands of their possessions; and my word also shall be gathered in one. And I will show unto them that fight against my word and against my people, who are of the House of Israel, that I am God, and that I covenanted with Abraham that I would remember his seed forever.” 

The Book of Ether also testifies that the house of Joseph would be gathered to America.
Ether 13:6, 8: “And that a New Jerusalem should be built up upon this land, unto the remnant of the seed of Joseph…wherefore, the remnant of the House of Joseph shall be built upon this land; and it shall be a Land of their Inheritance; and they shall build up a Holy City unto the Lord, like unto the Jerusalem of old”

The Doctrine and Covenants also testifies of the same doctrine

D&C 38:18-20: “And I hold forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a Land of Promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse when the Lord cometh; and I will give it unto you for the land of your inheritance, if you seek it with all your hearts. And this shall be my covenant with you, ye shall have it for the land of your inheritance, and for the inheritance of your children, while the earth shall stand, and ye shall possess it again in eternity, no more to pass away.”  

D&C 52:2: “I the Lord will make known unto you what I will that ye shall do from this time until the next conference, which shall be in Missouri, upon the land which I will consecrate unto my people, which are a remnant of Jacob, and those who are heirs according to the covenant”

D&C 52:42-43: “And thus, even as I have said, if ye are faithful ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies. But behold, I, the Lord, will hasten the city in its time, and will crown the faithful with joy and with rejoicing.” 

D&C 57:1-4: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, who have assembled yourselves together, according to my commandments, in this land, which is the land of Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of the saints. Wherefore, this is the Land of Promise, and the place for the City of Zion. And thus, saith the Lord your God, if you will receive wisdom here is wisdom. Behold, the place which is now called Independence is the centre place; and a spot for the temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not far from the courthouse. Wherefore it is wisdom that the land should be purchased by the saints… that they may obtain it for an everlasting inheritance”

The first attempts of the saints to obtain their land of inheritance failed due to their lack of spiritual maturity and insufficient numbers. However the vital job of laying the foundation and bearing testimony of where the Promised Land was to be located was now accomplished. The early saints received the necessary revelations which would lay the foundation for the future Zion

D&C 58:5-8: “Remember this, which I tell you before, that you may lay it to heart, and receive that which is to follow. Behold, verily I say unto you, for this cause I have sent you-that you might be obedient, and that your hearts might be prepared to bear testimony of the things which are to come; And also that you might be honoured in laying the foundation, and in bearing record of the land upon which the Zion of God shall stand.” 
It was never the Lord’s intention that Zion would be established at that time. The necessary strength both physically and spiritually would not be in place for many years:

D&C 105:31: “But first let my army become very great and let it be sanctified before me that it may become fair as the sun, and clear as the moon, that her banners may be terrible unto all nations” 

In the meantime, the saints had to prepare through receiving the Temple Ordinances. (See D&C 105:10-13) Eventually the time would come after many years for the saints to have the strength and power to redeem Zion if they would follow the counsel of the Lord. 
D&C 105:37: “And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive they shall have power after many days to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion.” 

The Lord reminded His people that the location of the future gathering place would not change in the intervening years. 

D&C 101:16-20: “Therefore, let your hearts be comforted concerning Zion; for all flesh is in mine hands; be still and know that I am God. Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion-- And all these things that the prophets might be fulfilled. And behold, there is none other place appointed than that which I have appointed; neither shall there be any other place appointed than that which I have appointed, for the work of the gathering of my saints”

Even though the saints were scattered throughout the earth they will return to their Land of Promise in fulfilment of the Word of God:

D&C 45:69, 71: “And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another…..And it shall come to pass that the righteous shall be gathered out from among all nations, and shall come to Zion, singing with songs of everlasting joy.”
D&C 103:11-13: “But verily I say unto you, I have decreed that your brethren which have been scattered shall return to the lands of their inheritances and shall build up the waste places of Zion. For after much tribulation, as I have said unto you in a former commandment, cometh the blessing. Behold, this is the blessing which I have promised after your tribulations, and the tribulations of your brethren--your redemption, and the redemption of your brethren, even their restoration to the land of Zion, to be established, no more to be thrown down.” 

President Joseph Fielding Smith taught:

 “Every person who embraces the Gospel becomes of the House of Israel. In other words, they become members of the chosen lineage or Abraham’s children through Isaac and Jacob unto whom the promises were made. As descendants of Joseph, modern day members of the Lord’s church inherit the blessings promised to Joseph’s posterity. That is why the Lord has promised those of his latter-day church an inheritance in the land promised to Joseph’s posterity with its “centre place”, in Missouri.” Doctrines of Salvation 3:246

All the above scriptures refer to the Land of inheritance being in Jackson County, Missouri.

In an Ensign article by Roy Doxey in 1973 he stated: “The context in which the modern revelations reveal information about Zion is the establishment of a centre place in Jackson County, Missouri.”  (See D&C 52:2, 42, 57:1-4.)

“Zion, as envisioned by the prophets, is not here now; but as the Kingdom of God, through the church, spreads out and brings people with a Zion potential into its fold, Zion in its fullness, will come in the due time of the Lord. Preparation continues for that blessed day, when the elect will be prepared for the Saviour’s return to usher in His Millennial reign. The day will come when the leaders of the church will call the faithful devoted members to build the New Jerusalem: but the call will come only when the revelation is received by the Prophet.” See “Zion’s welfare is my portion” by Roy Doxey Ensign Feb 1973 pages 55-57.

The scriptures teach that the House of Israel is first restored or converted to the truth through the missionary program. These converted individuals then unite with other believers to establish the church. The church is then built up and strengthened in all regions before the Second Coming of Christ. When the time arrives, the saints will be gathered together as one people to the appointed place to create Zion. The Saints will also be required to live the Law of Consecration in the United Order in Zion in preparation for the Second Coming. The gathering will enable the saints to escape the widespread destructions that will devastate Babylon before the Second Coming. 

That is what the scriptures testify in the Doctrine and Covenants, but all things come to pass in their time. Rationalisation in the meantime to justify present policy by stating that the building up of the church is the actual gathering to Zion is denying the spirit of prophecy and revelation concerning the future. 
See also the study The Promised Land of Inheritance-Fulfilling the Covenant of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
MY NOTES ON THE TALKS BY PRESIDENT NELSON-Continued
Conversion or Gathering 

Those activities which used to be called part of the conversion process have now become part of the process of gathering. Conversion is expressed as the Gathering.
Conversion according to the dictionary is about “change” of character or function

Gathering according to the dictionary is about “bringing together” or to congregate
A Gathering is about the movement of people to be together at a certain appointed place. This can apply to a gathering at church, at the Temple, the New Jerusalem or for any reason. It is not doing family history, or doing seminary or talking to people about the Gospel.
In 2013 speaking to the youth the Sister Oscarson spoke of the conversion process as it was generally understood at that time.
‘Be Ye Converted’ Bonnie L. Oscarson General Conference Oct 2013: Young Women General President
NOTE: This sister says the same things to the youth as President Nelson but in the terms of conversion not gathering.

“This is a glorious time to be a youth in the Church. You are the first to participate in the youth curriculum Come, Follow Me, which has as one of its main purposes your conversion to the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is well to remember that no matter how inspired your parents and youth leaders may be, you have [the] primary responsibility for your own conversion.” 

No one can be converted for you, and no one can force you to be converted.” Conversion takes place as we are diligent about saying our prayers, studying our scriptures, attending church, and being worthy to participate in temple ordinances. Conversion comes as we act upon the righteous principles we learn in our homes and in the classroom. 

Conversion comes as we live pure and virtuous lives and enjoy the companionship of the Holy Ghost. Conversion comes as we understand the Atonement of Jesus Christ, acknowledge Him as our Savior and Redeemer, and allow the Atonement to take effect in our lives. Your personal conversion will help you as you prepare to make covenants in the temple, serve missions, and establish your own future homes. 

As you are converted, you will have a desire to share with others what you have learned, and your confidence and ability to testify to others with conviction and power will increase. This desire to share the gospel with others and the confidence to testify boldly are natural results of true conversion. The Savior taught Peter, “When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” END

All of the above principles mentioned by Sister Oscarson are correctly spoken of as the process of conversion.

In the following talk by President Nelson to the youth the principle of gathering is mixed up with conversion and commitment to the truth.
See the study Scattered Israel is First Restored to a Knowledge of God 
President Nelson stated “Missionary work is crucial to that gathering. Servants of the Lord go forth proclaiming the Restoration. In many nations our members and missionaries have searched for those of scattered Israel; they have hunted for them “out of the holes of the rocks” (Jeremiah 16:16); and they have fished for them, as in ancient days…….” President Russell M. Nelson Ensign April 2020

My Comments: It has always been true that through missionary work the House of Israel is found and restored or brought to a knowledge of their Redeemer. These converts are organized into churches throughout the world and will eventually be gathered to Zion before the Second Coming. It all starts with missionary work and ends with the gathering. 

President Nelson previously said to the youth of the church “Tonight, we want you to know that the gathering of Israel ultimately means offering the gospel of Jesus Christ to God’s children on both sides of the veil” Worldwide Youth Devotional • June 3, 2018
My Notes (continued)

From Preach My Gospel-No mention of the Gathering but Conversion

In the book “Preach My Gospel” (First version) which is the handbook for missionaries and prepared by the Apostles there is no mention of the gathering only the principle of conversion which is part of the offering of the Gospel.

 In “Preach My Gospel” it states concerning conversion:

“The power of the Holy Ghost is central to conversion. Strive to understand the doctrine of conversion and also the experience of conversion. President Packer explained the central role of the spirit in conversion. Page 92:

“When conversion takes place, it is through the power of the spirit. In order to succeed in missionary work, three things must occur. We must understand what an investigator must feel in order to receive conversion. We must understand how a missionary must feel in order to teach with the converting power of the spirit. And then we must understand how a member must feel to succeed in participating in the conversion experience.” Page 92:

No mention of the Gathering only Conversion. 

Preach My Gospel also states how the church is established: 

In Preach My Gospel under section 5 “What is the role of the Book of Mormon” There are 11 pages explaining its role but there is no mention of the role the Book of Mormon plays in the gathering of Israel.  

The simple truth is that missionaries and members first preach (offer) the gospel and hopefully convert and bring people to a knowledge of the truth. Secondly these converted individuals then unite with other believers to form a church. The church is then hopefully built up in all regions before the Second Coming of Christ. None of this is the Gathering to Zion spoken of in the scriptures.
The Church First Built Up then Gathered

This process is defined in the following scriptures which explain how the building up of the church through conversion fits in with the eventual gathering
D&C 31:7-8: “ (1) And I will open the hearts of the people and they will receive you. (become converted) And I will establish a church by your hand; and (2) you shall strengthen them and prepare them against the time when they shall be Gathered”

D&C 42:1, 8-9: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church…… (1).ye shall build up my church in every region-(2) until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may Gathered in One, that ye may be My people and I will be your God”
D&C 45:64-66, 69: “The elders are to “(1)….call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me (2) and with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…..And there shall be Gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” 

3 Nephi 21:22-24: “But if they will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, (1) I will establish my church among them….and they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, (2) that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem.” 

D&C 101:74: “(1) And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel (2) they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion” 

D&C 58:48-49: “And let them (1) build up churches, inasmuch as the inhabitants of the earth will repent. And let their (2) be an agent appointed by the voice of the church…to receive moneys to purchase lands in Zion” 
Note: The church is first to be established, strengthened and built up in all regions through the process of conversion. Then when the appointed time arrives the saints are to gather to establish Zion in preparation for the destructions that will precede the Second Coming as spoken of in scripture. The first stage of this plan has found fulfilment in the establishment and building up of the church through wards and stakes supported by Temples in many nations of the Earth. The second stage of the Gathering to Zion for the safety and protection of the saints will take place from all nations at the time of the Final Harvest.

President Nelson is calling the conversion process and the building up of the church the actual Gathering to Zion which comes later. This is misleading and can result in a denial of the many scriptures which speak of the Gathering to Zion and the preparation required for the Second Coming. END of Notes
Worldwide Youth Devotional “Hope of Israel” June 3, 2018. Salt Lake City by President Russell M. Nelson (extracts only)
Note: At the above youth devotional President Nelson spoke of similar things to Sister Oscarson but called it the process of gathering. 

“My dear young brothers and sisters. These surely are the latter days, and the Lord is hastening His work to gather Israel. That gathering is the most important thing taking place on earth today. Nothing else compares in magnitude, nothing else compares in importance, nothing else compares in majesty. And if you choose to, if you want to, you can be … part of something big, something grand, something majestic!

Now, I hope you are asking yourself, “What can I, as a teenager, do to help gather Israel?” Well, Sister Nelson and I asked that very question, and a few others, to a group of youth from the ages of 12 to 18, many of whom are here tonight.

Let’s return to other questions Sister Nelson and I asked our young friends. We asked, “If the prophet invited every 12- to 18-year-old person in the Church to enlist to help gather Israel, what would you be willing to do?”

Their answers also included: “I would be willing to do more family history work. I would be more open and make a greater effort to talk with others about the gospel. I would be a good example in showing Christlike attributes. I would do more baptisms for the dead, change aspects of how I live my life and the choices I make, travel anywhere he needs me to go, learn a new language, meet new people, lend my copy of the Book of Mormon to those who have never read it. And I would be the very kindest person I can be.”

We also asked these youth what they would be willing to sacrifice so they could help gather Israel. Again, the youth thrilled us. They responded: “I would spend less time in sports so I could help a person in need of truth. I would sacrifice hanging out with friends and instead invite them to come to the temple. I’d definitely cut down time on my phone. I’d give up some screen time. I’d [even] be willing to sacrifice Sunday afternoon naps!”

So, now I am inviting every young woman and every young man between the ages of 12 and 18 in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to enlist in the youth battalion of the Lord to help gather Israel.

Now, let me summarize by reviewing my five invitations for you to enlist in the Lord’s youth battalion to help gather Israel:

1. Hold a seven-day fast from social media.

2. Make a weekly sacrifice of time to the Lord for three weeks.

3. Keep on the covenant path. If you are off, repent and get back on the path.

4. Pray daily that all of God’s children might receive the blessings of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

5. Stand out. Be different. Be a light.

Give to a friend one copy of the booklet For the Strength of Youth.” END
Note: each one of the points given above by President Nelson is about becoming converted and more committed to the truth. Conversion is bringing about change. A Gathering is about the movement of people to be together at a certain appointed place. This can apply to a gathering at church, at the Temple, the New Jerusalem or for any reason.
Note: These are wonderful exhortations to the youth to change themselves by making sacrifices. He is encouraging them to become more converted and committed to the Gospel. They are not about the principle of the Gathering as outlined in scripture. 

The same applies to the following talk by President Nelson given to the sisters at the 2018 General Conference 
“Sisters Participation in the Gathering of Israel” Oct 2018 Gen Conf.
“I’m extending a prophetic plea to you, the women of the Church, to shape the future by helping to gather scattered Israel.

Where can you start? May I offer four invitations:

First, I invite you to participate in a 10-day fast from social media

Second, I invite you to read the Book of Mormon between now and the end of the year.

Third, establish a pattern of regular temple attendance.

My fourth invitation, for you who are of age, is to participate fully in Relief Society.” END

Note: All the above invitations are about making changes to become more committed and converted to the Church and the Gospel. They are not about the gathering of scattered Israel. 
President Nelson speaks to 65,000 Latter-day Saints at NFL stadium on what it really means to gather Israel Church News 11 Feb 2019
President Nelson posed the question of what the gathering of Israel looks like, then listed four examples, punctuating each with a pointed phrase at the end of each. 

“As you work together to remodel your home into a sanctuary of faith — filled with learning together from the home-centred, Church supported curriculum — that is gathering Israel.

“As you parents create experiences where your children can learn to feel the Spirit of the Lord — that is gathering Israel.
“As you do family history, serve and worship in the temple, use your discretionary time to draw closer to Heavenly Father and to His Son and to help someone else do the same — that is gathering Israel.

“As you help to strengthen the testimonies of others, as you repent and help others to repent as you reach out in your communities and participate in worthy efforts to alleviate suffering — that is gathering Israel. END
To the Saints in Orlando-President Nelson Church News 9 June 2019
“The gathering of Israel is well underway, said President Nelson……. As parents learn with their children in their home and help them feel the Spirit, that is gathering Israel, he said. As members do family history and serve in the temple, strengthen the testimonies of others, and repent, that is gathering Israel.” END
Note: Members who are involved in family history and Temple work are assisting in the redemption of the dead by performing ordinances vicariously. It is not connected to the actual gathering of Israel in the scriptures. Likewise teaching the Gospel in the home has not previously been connected to the Gathering of Israel. This doctrine has now become the established doctrine of the church as the following illustrates.

‘What does it mean to “Gather Israel” and why is it so important now?’ President Jean B. Bingham and Sharon Eubank 1 May 2020 BYU Women’s Conference
“President Bingham and Sister Eubank focused on four key-ways — ministering, missionary efforts, temple and family history work, and caring for those in need  — that women today can participate in and help with the gathering of Israel, and the two shared examples of what women around the world are doing during this unique time in history……. Simple as it may seem, gathering Israel really just means “bringing yourself, your family and other loved ones — living and dead — closer to our Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ,” Sister Eubank continued.”
‘Bring Forth Zion’ By Elder Gerrit W. Gong Liahona Sept 2021 (extracts)

“Throughout history, the Lord’s people have sought to bring forth a gospel society where He can dwell. To become such a community of Saints, we must learn to sanctify and unify our hearts and minds, deal justly without contention and disputation, and dwell in righteousness with no poor among us (see Moses 7:18).

Few topics outside the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ have inspired ancient and modern prophets and Saints more than the latter-day gathering of the house of Israel and the building of Zion in preparation for the Savior’s Second Coming. (reference ‘Hope of Israel’
Worldwide Devotional with President and Sister Nelson) used several times

Why is Zion so important to Latter-day Saints—then and now, wherever the Lord’s people are found?
Elder Bruce R. McConkie (1915–85) of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles declared, “From the day of Adam to the present moment—whenever the Lord has had a people of his own; whenever there have been those who have hearkened to his voice and kept his commandments; whenever his saints have served him with full purpose of heart—there has been Zion.” Reference Come: Let Israel Build Zion April 1977 general conference

The scriptures describe a Zion society. Enoch, a prophet of great faith during Noah’s day, “built a city that was called the City of Holiness, even Zion” (Moses 7:19). The Lord dwelt there with His people, blessing them and their land (see Moses 7:16–18). The Lord said unto Enoch, “Behold, I am God; Man of Holiness is my name” (Moses 7:35).

An aspiration of Zion is to establish a united place of faith founded on the celestial principles of heaven, wherein God’s people can walk with Him and God Himself can find abode.

The Book of Mormon testifies that after the resurrected Savior visited the New World, “the people were all converted unto the Lord, upon all the face of the land. …

“And they had all things in common among them; therefore there were not rich and poor, bond and free, but they were all made free, and partakers of the heavenly gift. …

“And it came to pass that there was no contention in the land, because of the love of God which did dwell in the hearts of the people” (4 Nephi 1:2, 3, 15).

Armed with Righteousness and Power

Enoch’s day was a time of war, bloodshed, fear, darkness, and hate—when “the power of Satan was upon all the face of the earth” (Moses 7:24; see also verses 16, 17, 33). But Enoch was faithful, and the Lord called him to cry repentance.

The Lord told Enoch that similar “great tribulations” will precede His Second Coming. “As I live, even so will I come in the last days, in the days of wickedness and vengeance, to fulfil the oath which I have made unto you concerning the children of Noah” (Moses 7:60-61).

Of our day, President Russell M. Nelson recently observed, “I view the current [COVID-19] pandemic as only one of many ills that plague our world, including hate, civil unrest, racism, violence, dishonesty, and lack of civility.” Yet, we have prophetic assurance. President Nelson has also said:

“We live in the day that ‘our forefathers have awaited with anxious expectation.’ [Doctrine and Covenants 121:27.] We have front-row seats to witness live what the prophet Nephi saw only in vision, that ‘the power of the Lamb of God’ would descend ‘upon the covenant people of the Lord, who were scattered upon all the face of the earth; and they were armed with righteousness and with the power of God in great glory.’ [1 Nephi 14:14.]

“You, my brothers and sisters, are among those men, women, and children whom Nephi saw.” (Reference ‘Hear Him’ April 2020 general conference)
The invitation to gather and bless those on both sides of the veil, build Zion, and prepare the world for our Savior’s Second Coming includes each of us. “Of all the people who have ever lived on planet earth,” said President Nelson, “we are the ones who get to participate in this final, great gathering event.”
As Latter-day Saints blessed with the restored gospel, we are “called to labor in [the Lord’s] vineyard, and to build up [His] church, and to bring forth Zion” (Doctrine and Covenants 39:13). That work requires love, unity, faith, service, sacrifice, and obedience.
“When people love God with all their hearts and righteously strive to become like Him, there is less strife and contention in society. There is more unity,” said Elder Quentin L. Cook of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. He added: “Unity is … a broad, comprehensive term but most certainly exemplifies the first and second great commandments to love God and love our fellowmen. It denotes a Zion people whose hearts and minds are ‘knit together in unity’ 
With that love and unity, we exercise faith to draw upon our Savior’s Atonement, which can transform us as we purify our hearts and lives (see Mosiah 3:19; Doctrine and Covenants 97:21). We gather those willing to come unto the Lord in righteousness. Through sacred ordinances and celestial principles, we invite the power of godliness into our lives (see Doctrine and Covenants 84:20–21; 105:5). Consecrated by covenant belonging with God and each other, we build Zion and prepare for the Second Coming.
“Charity is the pure love of Christ,” said President Henry B. Eyring, Second Counselor in the First Presidency. “And it is faith in Him and the full effects of His infinite Atonement that will qualify you, and those you love and serve, for the supernal gift to live in that sociality of a long-looked-for and promised Zion.” 
Modern prophets teach that coming unto the Savior is a matter of individual commitment, not physical location. “In the early days of the Church, conversion often meant emigration as well,” President Nelson has explained. “But now the gathering takes place in each nation. The Lord has decreed the establishment of Zion in each realm where He has given His Saints their birth and nationality.” (reference Russell M. Nelson, “The Gathering of Scattered Israel,” Ensign  Nov.2006, 81 Oct 2006 Gen Conf.)
As we embrace the challenge and blessing of building Zion in our families, branches, wards, stakes, and communities, we look with John and Maria Linford toward the day when our children and grandchildren “can grow up and raise their families in Zion” among every nation, kindred, and tongue………”
Notes on the Teachings of Elder Gong in this Article On Zion. 
Elder Gong quotes from the talk by Elder McConkie whenever his saints have served him with full purpose of heart—there has been Zion.” Reference “Come: Let Israel Build Zion” April 1977 general conference.
 Elder McConkie is also the source for the teachings of President Nelson on Zion
It was through the teachings of Elder McConkie that the doctrine on Zion changed. See the following studies on the change of  doctrine on Zion by Elder McConkie 

An Attempt to Resolve the Contrasting Teachings of Two Apostles
Are these Teachings in the book ‘The Millennial Messiah’ Scriptural
 The following is taken from the latter study. 

One Part of Zion ‘The Pure in Heart’ is used as Zion in its complete fullness: (My Notes)
Elder McConkie states “Please note, Zion is people; Zion is the saints of God; Zion is those who have been baptized; Zion is those who have received the Holy Ghost; Zion is those who keep the commandments; Zion is the righteous; or in other words, as our revelation recites: This is Zion-the pure in heart.”  Ensign May 1977 page 117 “Come let Israel build Zion”.

“Zion is the name given by the Lord to his saints. It is the name by which the Lord’s people are identified…. thus, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints is Zion. Joining the church is becoming a citizen of Zion.” (Mormon Doctrine page 854.)

With the emphasis on Zion being solely on people who are the pure in heart the doctrine is then further expanded to embrace that wherever members are found anywhere in the world, that place then becomes Zion.

Elder McConkie states: 

“Be it remembered that Zion is people; Zion is the pure in heart; Zion is the saints of the living God. And be it also remembered that the people called Zion build the places called Zion. Thus, wherever the saints build an old or a New Jerusalem, wherever they establish cities of holiness, wherever they create stakes of Zion, there is Zion; And where these things are not, Zion is not”. Millennial Messiah page 293

Therefore, according to Elder McConkie the land or place of Zion is wherever the members are located, wherever that may be: “The foundations of Zion have already been laid in North America, in South America, in Europe, in Asia in the South Pacific and in every place where there are stakes of Zion.” (Come Let us build Zion page 118)
Since it is the intention to take the gospel to all nations and create stakes the logical conclusion must be that Zion will be found throughout the earth before the Lord comes. 

Elder McConkie therefore states: “We see congregations of the covenant people worshipping the Lord in Moscow and Peking and Saigon. We see the saints of the Most High raising their voices in Egypt and India and Africa. We see the stakes of Zion in all parts of the earth; and Israel the chosen people gathering into these cities of holiness, as it were to await the Coming of the Lord.” May 1980 Ensign April 1980 General Conference.

“Any portion of the surface of the earth that is organised into a stake of Zion-a City of Holiness as it were-becomes a part of Zion. A stake of Zion is a part of Zion-it is just that simple”. Page 295 Millennial Messiah

“Stakes of Zion are also being organised at the ends of the earth. In this connection, let us ponder these truths: A stake of Zion is a part of Zion. You cannot create a stake of Zion without creating a part of Zion. Zion is the pure in heart; we gain purity of heart by baptism and obedience. A stake has geographical boundaries. To create a stake is like founding a City of holiness.” (Come Let us build Zion page 118.)

In speaking of the revelation that allows all men to receive the priesthood Elder McConkie concludes: “It opens the door so that we can truly preach the gospel to every nation and kindred and tongue and people. Now there are no restrictions as to where Zion can be established.” Millennial Messiah page 243

The teachings of Elder McConkie on Zion can be summarised in this statement: “Where then is Zion? It is wherever there are congregations of the pure in heart” Millennial Messiah page 295

When the scripture (D&C 97:21) is taken out of context, without reference to the full complete meaning of Zion then error is built upon error. 
Let’s examine the Logic of these Teachings on Zion by Elder McConkie.

It has been previously quoted from Elder McConkie’s writings that “Zion is people, Zion is the saints of God, Zion is those who have been baptised etc.” However, even though Zion is people, if not enough people have been baptised in any one area, to become part of a stake, they are not Zion, because “Wherever they create stakes of Zion there is Zion, and where these things are not, Zion is not.”

No mention is made in his doctrine of those areas, which have insufficient converts (Zion people) to create a stake of Zion, and therefore remain as districts. This means that in the British Isles, all the land is Zion, except the Northern most parts of Scotland, which are not in a stake of Zion due to isolation. Likewise, many nations in Europe such as France are part ‘stakes of Zion’ and part ‘districts’, depending on the density of the population in any one area. There are thousands of districts in the church. 

Some stakes have even been discontinued due to a lack of active priesthood holders. Have the members in these areas now lost their Zion status?

Are those saints who live in these districts to be denied the opportunity of living in a ‘City of Holiness’, the place of Zion, due to no fault of their own? Are they to be denied the ‘safety and refuge’ that comes from living within the boundaries of a stake of Zion?  Are they not also encouraged to remain in the lands of their birth, even though there may be few members in that land?

I wonder what the saints in Newfoundland or Yukon Territory and other low-density population areas think of this. What opportunity will they ever have of living within a City of Holiness’ and thereby receive the ‘safety and refuge’ promised. Is this logical?
No mention is made of the Law of Consecration by Elder McConkie
No mention is made in Elder McConkie’s doctrine of the Law of Consecration which is a vital part in the establishment of Zion: The scripture states 

D&C 105:4-5: “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.”

It is interesting to note that around forty sections of the Doctrine and Covenants have some reference related to the United Order, including the Law of Consecration. Several sections are wholly or mostly devoted to it. The Law of Consecration must therefore be of major importance leading up to the Second Coming and into the Millennium.

In the previous quotations Elder McConkie is teaching that Zion can be built up by the pure in heart regardless of where they live and without the Law of Consecration.

In the book “Millennial Messiah”, containing over 700 pages concerning “the Second Coming of the Son of Man” and how the saints are to prepare “for that dreadful yet glorious day” (Extracts from the Preface to the book), there are no references in the index to either the United Order or the Law of Consecration. A major integral part of Zion is therefore missing in his teachings. 
Elder McConkie’s Concept of the Gathering

See the study The Final Gathering to Zion and Her Stakes for Safety
Since Elder McConkie taught that Zion is to be found in all nations through establishing cities of Holiness called stakes it must also follow, that the Gathering to Zion, is to take place in all nations. In other words, there will no longer be a need for the saints to gather out of those nations to Zion and her stakes in Missouri and surrounding areas. He has therefore stated:

“The gathering place for Peruvians is in the stakes of Zion in Peru…. the gathering place for Chileans is in Chile; for Bolivians, it is in Bolivia; for Koreans, it is in Korea; and so it goes through all the length and breadth of the earth.” Come let us build Zion Ensign May 1977

In a letter to myself Dated 5 Oct. 1977 Elder McConkie states:

“Whenever a stake of Zion is created in any part of the earth that portion of the earth’s surface becomes Zion and the gathering of Israel consists of coming to that area. …We do not believe that the saints will come out of all nations and gather to Jackson County before the Second Coming. We do believe that Zion will be built up in all nations before the Lord comes…”

Elder McConkie further explains that since the saints will not be gathered out from the nations to Zion and her stakes in Jackson County and surrounding areas, the saints will have delegates to represent them: 

“That call (To Jackson County) will not be for the saints in general to assemble there. The return to Jackson County will be by delegates, as it were…the rest of Israel will remain in their appointed places.” Millennial Messiah page 294 

No scriptural references are cited by Elder McConkie for this completely new doctrine, never before mentioned by any other leader since the time of Joseph Smith (See D&C 63:36-37; and D&C 101:11-12)

According to Elder McConkie therefore the gathering to Zion is akin to being converted by the missionaries and then going to the local meetinghouse-but only if the meetinghouse is in a stake.

Elder McConkie further states:

“This, then, is the message of gathering: Come unto Christ; repent and be baptised; receive the gift of the Holy Ghost and become pure, as pure and untainted from the sins of the world as is a newly born babe. Then assemble with the saints that the sanctifying processes may work in your life and you become a fit subject to stand before the King of Zion when he comes to reign in his glory.” Millennial Messiah page 292/293

For Further detail consult the original study. An Attempt to Resolve the Contrasting Teachings of Two Apostles
Extracts on the Gathering to Zion from the Sunday School manual ‘Doctrine and Covenants 2021 Come Follow Me’

This manual is more notable for what it leaves out from the Doctrine and Covenants on the doctrine of Zion, the United Order, Law of Consecration and the Gathering. 

Page 53. Based on D&C 29: 

To help class members understand why Jesus Christ gathers His people, you could invite them to read verses 1–8 and discuss questions about the gathering, such as: How have we experienced Christ gathering and protecting us, like a hen gathers and protects her chickens? How do we gather to the Savior? (see,

Class members could share how they have been blessed by gathering and worshipping with other members of the Church……To help class members think about their responsibility to help Heavenly Father gather His children, you could share President Russell M. Nelson’s words in “Additional Resources.”

Additional Resources
Participating in the Gathering of Israel.: President Russell M. Nelson taught:
“These surely are the latter days, and the Lord is hastening His work to gather Israel. That gathering is the most important thing taking place on earth today. Nothing else compares in magnitude, nothing else compares in importance, nothing else compares in majesty. And if you choose to, if you want to, you can be a big part of it. You can be a big part of something big, something grand, something majestic!

“When we speak of the gathering, we are simply saying this fundamental truth: every one of our Heavenly Father’s children, on both sides of the veil, deserves to hear the message of the restored gospel of Jesus Christ. They decide for themselves if they want to know more. …

“Our Heavenly Father has reserved many of His most noble spirits—perhaps, I might say, His finest team—for this final phase. Those noble spirits—those finest players, those heroes—are you!” (“Hope of Israel” [worldwide devotional for youth, June 3, 2018], ChurchofJesusChrist.org). End of Quote
What do we learn about the gathering from these messages? How do these messages reinforce what the Lord says in Doctrine and Covenants 29:1–8?
Some of the latter-day events described in Doctrine and Covenants 29:14–21 may be distressing to class members. Let them share how they feel. Why does the Lord warn us about these events? What reassuring truths do we learn about the Savior and the gathering from verses 1–8? How does gathering help us look forward to these events with faith instead of fear?
Page 67: D&C 37-40: 

Doctrine and Covenants 37–38

God gathers us to bless us.

A class member could pretend to be Joseph Smith and read section 37 to them. How might we have reacted to this commandment? Perhaps class members could imagine that they have a friend who does not want to gather to Ohio; they could search section 38 for principles that might encourage their friend to be faithful to the command to gather. (If necessary, you could direct them specifically to verses 1–4, 11–12, 17–22, and 27–33.)

Latter-day Saints are no longer commanded to gather by moving to one location, but we still gather in families, wards, and stakes. To discuss how this gathering blesses us today, you could divide the class into two groups. Ask one group to search Doctrine and Covenants 38:31–33 and look for blessings that apply to gathering as families, and ask the other group to search the same passage and look for blessings that apply to gathering as wards and stakes. They could then share their thoughts with the class. How are we blessed by gathering together as a Sunday School class?
Page 76: D&C 45

Doctrine and Covenants 45:11–75
We don’t need to fear the Second Coming.

How can you help class members see both the sobering warnings and the hopeful promises in section 45? For example, you could write on the board the headings ‘Prophecies and Promised Blessings’ and class members could write under these headings the teachings they find in Doctrine and Covenants 45:11–75. Why would the Lord want us to know about these things in advance? What can we do to receive the promised blessings?

Perhaps class members could share advice with each other about how to be optimistic and hopeful as we face the calamities foretold for our day (such as those described in Doctrine and Covenants 45:11–75). To help class members look forward to the Second Coming with faith instead of fear, you might show the video “Men’s Hearts Shall Fail Them” (ChurchofJesusChrist.org). In what sense are people’s hearts failing them in our day? (see verse 26). What counsel did President Nelson give in this video to help us face fearful situations with peace?

Doctrine and Covenants 45:31–32

“Stand in holy places,” and be not moved.

Class members may be willing to share their insights about how they are striving to “stand in holy places,” as the Lord counseled in Doctrine and Covenants 45:31–32. How can we create holy places in our lives? The statement in “Additional Resources” and the video “Stand Ye in Holy Places—Bloom Where You’re Planted” (Holy Places is making the correct choices wherever we live)
Additional Resources

“Stand in holy places.”

Sister Ann M. Dibb, a former member of the Young Women General Presidency, taught that the instruction to stand in holy places and be not moved “explains how we can receive protection, strength, and peace in unsettling times.” After noting that these holy places could include our temples, chapels, and homes, she said that “we can each find many more places.” She continued:

“We might first consider the word place as a physical environment or a geographic location. However, a place can be ‘a distinct condition, position, or state of mind’ [Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, “place,” merriam-webster.com]. This means holy places can also include moments in time—moments when the Holy Ghost testifies to us, moments when we feel Heavenly Father’s love, or moments when we receive an answer to our prayers. Even more, I believe any time you have the courage to stand for what is right, especially in situations where no one else is willing to do so, you are creating a holy place” (“Your Holy Places,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2013, 115).
See the study What is the True Meaning of ‘Stand in Holy Places’
Doctrine and Covenants 87:2, 6, 8

Peace is found in “holy places.”

To help class members understand the need to “stand … in holy places,” you might begin by inviting them to list some of the challenges we face in the latter days. They could find some examples in Doctrine and Covenants 87:2, 6.
What is significant about the word “stand” in this verse?

What makes a place holy?

What might move a person from a holy place?

How can we ensure that we are not moved?

Perhaps class members would be willing to share with each other examples of “holy places” and what makes them holy (you might point out that a holy place can be more than just a physical location). The video “Standing in Holy Places” (ChurchofJesusChrist.org) can give additional ideas. As they share, encourage them to talk about why those places are holy to them. How do these holy places help us find peace in the midst of latter-day perils?
Note: video: Shows the home, church and temple as holy Places (without words)

Page 149: D&C 94-97: 

Doctrine and Covenants 97:18–28

Zion is “the pure in heart.”

To help your class members think about what Zion is, you might write on the board What is Zion? and invite them to look for answers in Doctrine and Covenants 97:19…….It might be helpful to discuss how the Savior helps us become “pure in heart.” What do we feel inspired to do to build Zion in our lives? in our ward or branch? in our community?

The Lord taught about Zion after first commanding the Saints to build a temple “for the salvation of Zion” (see Doctrine and Covenants 97:12, 18–28). Why is the temple an important part of building Zion? How are the promises the Lord made about Zion in verses 18–28 being fulfilled in our day?
The lesson refers to Gospel topics on Zion which states the following

Zion

Overview

“The word Zion appears repeatedly in all the books of scripture of the Church. In latter-day revelation, Zion is defined as “the pure in heart” (Doctrine and Covenants 97:21).

In the early days of this dispensation, Church leaders counseled members to build up Zion by emigrating to a central location. Today our leaders counsel us to build up Zion wherever we live. Members of the Church are asked to remain in their native lands and help establish the Church there. Many temples are being built so Latter-day Saints throughout the world can receive temple blessings.

The word Zion can also refer to specific geographic locations, as follows:

The city of Enoch (see Moses 7:18–21).

The ancient city of Jerusalem (see 2 Samuel 5:6–7; 1 Kings 8:1; 2 Kings 9:28).

The New Jerusalem, which will be built in Jackson County, Missouri (see Doctrine and Covenants 45:66–67; 57:1–3; Articles of Faith 1:10).
Page 157 D&C 102-105:
Doctrine and Covenants 104:11–18

Each of us is “a steward over earthly blessings.”

To help class members personalize the teachings in Doctrine and Covenants 104:11–18, you could invite them to imagine that they were going to entrust something precious to the care of someone else. What would they say to that person? What would they expect of him or her? Class members could then read Doctrine and Covenants 104:11–18 to discover what the Lord has entrusted into our care and what He expects of us. How might these verses affect the way we think about the world, our blessings, or the people around us?

To help class members better understand “the way that … the Lord [has] decreed to provide for [His] saints” (Doctrine and Covenants 104:16), consider sharing the video “The Labor of His Hands” (ChurchofJesusChrist.org). Based on what we learn from this video and Doctrine and Covenants 104:11–18, what is the Lord’s way of providing for His Saints? You might also share this statement by President Marion G. Romney: “The Lord … could take care of [the poor] without our help if it were his purpose to do so. … But we need this experience; for it is only through our learning how to take care of each other that we develop within us the Christlike love and disposition necessary to qualify us to return to his presence” (“Living Welfare Principles,” Ensign, Nov. 1981, 92). Give class members a few minutes to record their impressions about how they can help provide for others in the Lord’s way.
Notes

This is all that is written about the Law of Consecration in the United Order. 
The teachings in D&C 101, 103 and 105 on the purchase of the sacred land and the gathering to Zion are not discussed. 

Page 175 D&C 115-120: 

Doctrine and Covenants 115:4–6

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is a defense and a refuge.

After reading together Doctrine and Covenants 115:4–6, class members could discuss how the Church and its members are like a light or a standard. You could show an image of a lighthouse in a storm and ask class members how it relates to the message of verses 5–6. How has gathering to “Zion, and … her stakes” given you “refuge from the storm”? (verse 6).

Doctrine and Covenants 119–20

By paying tithing, we help build and “sanctify the land of Zion.”

Imagine the spiritual strength that could come from class members sharing with each other the blessings they’ve received from obeying the law of tithing. They could also read Doctrine and Covenants 119:6 and discuss how this law can “sanctify the land of Zion” and make our ward or branch “a land of Zion unto [us].” They could also read Malachi 3:8–12 to identify blessings the Lord promises for paying tithing. End of quotes from “Come Follow Me” 
What Elder Bednar taught about building Zion in Austria and Hungary

https://www.thechurchnews.com/leaders/2022/10/14/23404012/elder-bednar-austria-hungary-central-europe-temples-vienna-budapest-cumorah-academy-devotional/

Temples coming to Vienna and Budapest are an indication that the members of the Church are building Zion right where they live, says Elder David A. Bednar

BUDAPEST, Hungary — As members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints look forward to new temples in Hungary and Austria, Elder David A. Bednar shared an important message.

“Let me say this very clearly — it’s not about going to the temple, it’s about having the temple in you. That is Zion, the pure in heart, the covenants and ordinances written on the fleshy tables of our hearts,” said the member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. ………..”

“Looking over the full pews and seats in the Budapest Hungary Stake center he said, “Every single person here tonight and throughout Hungary, you contribute to the establishment of Zion in Hungary. The temple won’t change that, unless you and I change.”…..

Elder Bednar spoke to members in the Vienna Austria Stake center on Wednesday, Oct. 12, in a devotional that was also broadcast to Czech Republic and Slovakia — where his father’s family is from. 

In 2006, Elder Bednar attended the second stake conference for the Budapest Hungary Stake. On that trip, he visited the village in Slovakia where his father’s family came from — and while he was there, the miracle of Slovakia culminated in the Church being recognized in that country. 

“My beloved brothers and sisters in Slovakia, in Czech Republic and in Austria, this is Zion. Where you live is Zion. What you are becoming is Zion,” Elder Bednar said. END
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