Past Church Practices and Doctrine that did not Conform to Scripture.
Introduction
D&C 42:28: “Thou knowest my Laws concerning these things are given in my Scriptures.”
Some established practises or traditions in the church have been corrected because they were found not to conform to the Word of God in the scriptures. Nevertheless they were not questioned for many years because they became the accepted belief and custom of the church. Several examples of such practises which became the traditional way of doing things are given in this study.
Are there practices or traditions in the church today that also do not conform to the Word of God? In this study I have given examples of some practices which in my opinion have strayed from the law and teachings given in the Doctrine and Covenants. 

It is my personal testimony that the Doctrine and Covenants is the measuring rod by which any incorrect teachings or practices can be ascertained. This book of scripture contains the foundation beliefs and principles upon which the church should be governed. It is not just a history book of past revelations that applied to the early saints, but it should be the bedrock of the basic beliefs and commandments of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day-Saints. 

This book of revelations contains the doctrines the Lord expects His saints to believe and the covenants He expects them to keep. It is the voice of God to His people today. As members of the church belief and obey the teachings and commandments contained within its pages they will prosper as a people in spiritual blessings and in their temporal welfare.

It is my conviction that the Lord has provided the revelations and commandments in the Doctrine and Covenants as the foundation of the Law for His people up to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. The Prophet Joseph (like Moses for the people of God up to the First Coming of Jesus Christ) is the great Lawgiver and the Head of this Dispensation. 

With in-depth study, prayer, and meditation in this great volume of scripture it is so much easier to recognize any wrong doctrines, practices and traditions that may have developed over a period of time. In doing so false traditions can be replaced by the clear unmistakable Word of God. 
See the Studies in the folder: Doctrine and Covenants
The Importance of Scripture

The Saviour said that it was an error not to know and understand the scriptures:

Mark 12:24: “And Jesus answering said unto them, do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of God.” 
D&C 20:69: “…That there may be works and faith agreeable to the Holy Scriptures…”  

D&C 33:16: “And the Book of Mormon and the Holy Scriptures are given of me for your instruction; and the power of my Spirit quickeneth all things.”

D&C 35:20: “And a commandment I give unto thee--that thou shalt write for him; and the scriptures shall be given, even as they are in mine own bosom, to the salvation of mine own elect”.
D&C 41:12: “These words are given unto you, and they are pure before me; wherefore, beware how you hold them, for they are to be answered upon your souls in the Day of Judgment. Even so Amen.”
D&C 42:59: “Thou shalt take the things which thou hast received, which have been given unto thee in my scriptures for a Law, to be my law to govern my Church.” 
D&C 58:23: “Behold, the Laws which ye have received from my hand are the Laws of the Church, and in this light ye shall hold them forth. Behold, here is wisdom.” 
Alma 13:20: “Now I need not rehearse the matter; what I have said may suffice. Behold, the scriptures are before you; if ye wrest them it shall be to your own destruction”. 

It was President Joseph Fielding Smith who said, ‘If I ever say anything contrary to the scriptures the scriptures prevail.’ It is so with everyone.” Mark E. Petersen of the Twelve in the introduction to his book ‘Adam who is he.’
Elder Packer stated: “It is from the scriptures that we learn how to govern the church. When we have a decision to make and need help, ask yourself-what did the Lord say about this? -Is there anything in the scriptures that will show me what to do? Then read the handbook. Boyd K. Packer World Leadership Meeting 3 Jan 03
The Church to Rely Upon the Written Word of the Scriptures

The Church is to trust and rely upon the written word of the scriptures: 
D&C 18:3-5: “And if you know that they (things that are written) are true, behold, I give unto you a commandment that you rely upon the things which are written; for in them are all things written concerning the foundation of my church, my gospel, and my rock. Wherefore if you shall build up my church, upon the foundation of my gospel and my rock, the gates of hell shall not prevail against you. 

D&C 18:29-30: “And they are they who are ordained of me to baptize in my name, according to that which is written; And you have that which is written before you; wherefore, you must perform it according to the words which are written.”

D&C 32:4: “And they shall give heed to that which is written and pretend to no other revelation; and they shall pray always that I may unfold the same to their understanding”. 
D&C 84:54-55, 57: “And your minds in times past have been darkened because of unbelief, and because you have treated lightly the things you have received-which vanity and unbelief have brought the whole church under condemnation…and they shall remain under this condemnation until they repent and remember the new covenant, even the Book of Mormon and the former commandments which I have given them, not only to say, but to do according to that which I have written.” 
Note: The former commandments are referring to all the revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants up to that time. It was then known as the Book of Commandments. (See D&C 42:56-60)
The Apostle advised Timothy to study the scriptures to be wise unto salvation.
2 Timothy 3:15-17: “And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” 
Letting Traditions Override Scripture

Sometimes traditions in the church can override what the scriptures teach. Such a problem is not new to the House of Israel. Jesus taught the Jews:
Matthew 15:3: “But he answered and said unto them, ‘Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?’”

Mark 7:7-9: “Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.”
The law was made less important than the words of the scribes in ancient Israel:

“But the people had been greatly affected by the injunction “Greater stringency applies to the words of the scribes than to the words of the Law.” (San 113)
Sometimes it takes courage to stand up for what is right against the persuasions of man.
D&C 3:6-7: “And behold, how oft you have transgressed the commandments and the laws of God and have gone on in the persuasions of men. For, behold, you should not have feared man more than God. Although men set at naught the counsels of God, and despise his words—"
Sometimes the commandments or traditions of man become the established way of doing things. It is important to study and pray to discern things whether they come from God:
D&C 46:7: “But ye are commanded in all things to ask of God, who giveth liberally; and that which the Spirit testifies unto you even so I would that ye should do in all holiness of heart, walking uprightly before me, considering the end of your salvation, doing all things with prayer and thanksgiving, that ye may not be seduced by evil spirits, or doctrines of devils, or the commandments of men; for some are of men, and others of devils.”
D&C 93:39: “And that wicked one cometh and taketh away light and truth, through disobedience, from the children of men, and because of the tradition of their fathers.”

1 Thessalonians 5:21: “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”
Traditions in the form of teachings and practice in the church that have been established for several years are not necessarily always correct. There are examples from church history which can illustrate this. 
Long Standing Practices or Traditions in the Church that have been shown to be Contrary to Scripture

Following are some examples of practises that had become long standing traditions in the church that were eventually replaced by conformity to the scriptures. 
The Seventy

The scriptures state the seventy are a travelling quorum equal to the quorum of the Twelve Apostles but acting under their direction: 
D&C 107:25-26, 34: “The Seventy are also called to preach the gospel, and to be especial witnesses unto the Gentiles in all the world-thus differing from other offices in the church in the duties of their calling. And they form a quorum, equal in authority to that of the Twelve…The Seventy are to act in the name of the Lord, under the direction of the Twelve…” 
D&C 107:97-98: “And these Seventy are to be travelling ministers…whereas other officers of the church, who belong not unto the Twelve, neither unto the Seventy, are not under the responsibility to travel among the nations”.
For many years it became the established tradition in the church that seventies quorums were organised in wards and stakes not travelling outside of the stake or ward area. Stake Mission Presidents and Ward Mission Leaders were often ordained Seventies.
Elder Boyd K Packer of the Quorum of the Twelve used the Doctrine and Covenants to determine the correct function of the Seventy.
The following extract is taken from Lucile C. Tate’s biography of President Boyd K. Packer:

“Labouring in faith and diligence, Brother Packer continued the quest, to know the Lord’s will. (Concerning the Seventy) He studied and pondered the passages in Doctrine and Covenants 107 that pertain specifically to the Seventy. As he read and reread, verse 10 suddenly stood out as if it had been newly placed there: “High Priests after the order of the Melchezidek Priesthood have a right to officiate in their own standing, under the direction of the Presidency, in administering spiritual things, and also in the office of an elder, priest, teacher deacon and member.” (D&C 107:10) 
What had not been previously seen was the obvious absence of reference to “Seventy”. It occurred to Elder Packer that it was not intended that the seventy labour on the stake and ward level. The office of seventy as intended by the revelation appeared to be one that functioned at the general level of church government only…. It was not long afterwards that seventies quorums on a stake level were discontinued.”
The long tradition and practise of calling Seventies in the wards and stakes as standing offices was discontinued in October 1986. At that time the Quorums of Seventy at the General level of church leadership became fully organised in conformity to scripture. 
Use of the Nickname Mormon 

See the study Is it Right for the Church to Use the Nickname ‘Mormon’ (2009)
I wrote a study over ten years ago quoting talks by Elder Nelson and Elder Ballard that the long-standing tradition of the use of the word Mormon by the church was not according to scripture. I even sent an Email to Jim M. Wall President and Publisher Deseret News-16 January 2009 concerning the frequent us of the term Mormon in the newspaper such as the “Mormon Times”. I received the following reply (Jmwall@desnews.com) 20 Jan 2009

“On January 3, 2008, the use of Mormon Times was approved in a meeting with the First Presidency and affirmed January 9, 2008, in a meeting with the Quorum of Twelve Apostles.
On November 10, 2008 the First Presidency approved the inclusion of Mormon Times with delivery of the Church News. Thank you for your concern. Hopefully you will be satisfied that our use of Mormon has received the appropriate approval.”
Fast forward to President Nelson who has emphasised the scriptures on this subject. The long-standing tradition of the use of the word Mormon by the church has now been replaced by conformity to the scriptures. When President Nelson made the changes to conform to scripture he emphasized that it was a correction to existing policy or tradition within the church. He emphasized the scriptures on this subject to which the church should conform:
President Russell M Nelson ‘The Correct Name of the Church’ (extracts)                       Oct 2018 General Conference
“Today I feel compelled to discuss with you a matter of great importance.

Let me explain why we care so deeply about this issue. But first let me state what this effort is not:

It is not a name change.

It is not rebranding.

It is not cosmetic.

It is not a whim.

And it is not inconsequential.

Instead, it is a correction. It is the command of the Lord. 

Joseph Smith did not name the Church restored through him; neither did Mormon. It was the Savior Himself who said, “For thus shall my church be called in the last days, even The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.” D&C 115:4 

Even earlier, in AD 34, our resurrected Lord gave similar instruction to members of His Church when He visited them in the Americas. At that time He said:

“Ye shall call the church in my name. …“And how be it my church save it be called in my name? For if a church be called in Moses’ name then it be Moses’ church; or if it be called in the name of a man then it be the church of a man; but if it be called in my name then it is my church.” 3 Nephi 27:7-8: END. 
Sealing by Adoption was Practised in the Church for 40 Years

It states in the Doctrine and Covenants concerning the responsibility of members to their ancestors: 

D&C 128:15: “And now, my dearly beloved brethren and sisters let me assure you that these are principles in relation to the dead and the living that cannot be lightly passed over, as pertaining to our salvation. For their salvation is necessary and essential to our salvation, as Paul says concerning the fathers-that they without us cannot be made perfect-neither we without our dead be made perfect”. 

D&C 128:24: “Let us, therefore, as a church and a people, and as Latter-Day-saints, offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness; and let us present in His Holy Temple, a book containing the records of our dead, which shall be worthy of all acceptation.” 

In the early days of the church members were sealed to the leaders of the church instead of to their ancestors in a practise called ‘sealing by adoption’.

This practise continued from 1844 to 1894 before it was recognised that it did not conform to the revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants. President Woodruff brought the practise to an end in the April 1894 General Conference, after which members became more diligent in identifying their ancestors for temple work. 

Extracts from an article by James B Allen “Line upon Line” July 1979 Ensign 

“A number of child-to-parent sealings took place before the Saints left Nauvoo. At the same time another concept, known as “adoption,” was introduced. Some Priesthood leaders permitted individuals and families who were not their natural children to be “sealed,” or “adopted” directly to them. In the life hereafter, then, it would seem that the eternal family would consist of all those sealed to that particular priesthood holder, whether they were his natural descendents or not. 

One entry in the journal of Wilford Woodruff tells how some of these new “families” were organized in 1847: “President Brigham Young met with his company or family organization of those who had been adopted unto him or were to be and organized them into a company. … And they did enter into a covenant with uplifted Hands to Heaven with President Young and each other to walk in all the ordinances and commandments of the Lord our God. … 

“I, Wilford Woodruff, organized my family company this night at my own House consisting of 40 men, mostly Head men of families. Those that joined me entered into a covenant with uplifted Hands to Heaven to keep all the commandments and Statutes of the Lord our God and to sustain me in my office.” 

The sealing of parents to their natural children as well as the practice of “adoption” continued after the Saints were settled in Utah, especially after the dedication of the St. George Temple in 1877. People had free choice with regard to the person by whom they might be adopted, including adoption to a dead person, if approved by that person’s heir. By 1893 some 16,000 sealings had been performed for the dead as compared with some 13,000 “adoptions” for the dead.
How and why the practice of “adoption” got started is not clear from the records, but it is evident that Joseph Smith did not publish or publicly announce a revelation on the subject. Naturally it caused some confusion in the Church, and President Wilford Woodruff became especially concerned with its implications. In the April 1894 general conference, he announced that he had received a revelation on the subject, which ended the practice of “adoption” and reaffirmed the importance of sealing within families. In announcing the change, President Woodruff emphasized the teachings of Joseph Smith with regard to the need for sealing of natural families: 

“I was adopted to my father and should have had my father sealed to his father, and so on back; and the duty that I want every man who presides over a Temple to see performed from this day henceforth and forever, unless the Lord Almighty commands otherwise, is to let every man be adopted to his father. When a man receives the endowments, adopt him to his father, not to Wilford Woodruff, nor to any other man outside the lineage of his fathers. That is the will of God to his people. … I say let every man be adopted to his father; and then you will do exactly what God said when he declared He would send Elijah the prophet in the last day.” The Deseret Weekly 48 (21 Apr. 1894):541–44.

The results of the new revelation were impressive. Before this time relatively little genealogical work had been done among the members of the Church, and little effort had apparently been made to seal parents to children beyond one or two generations back. Now, President Woodruff told the Saints to trace their genealogies as far as they could and to perform sealings in order to “run this chain through as far as you can get it.” End of Article James B Allen “Line upon Line” July 1979 Ensign 

Further Notes- See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_of_adoption
President Wilford Woodruff said the following concerning the Law of Adoption:

“We have not fully carried out those principles in fulfillment of the revelations of God to us in sealing the hearts of the fathers to the children and the children to the fathers. I have not felt satisfied, neither did President Taylor, neither has any man since the Prophet Joseph who has attended to the ordinance of adoption in the Temples of God. We have felt that there was more to be revealed upon this subject than we had received……... 
In the commencement of adopting men and women in the Temple at Nauvoo a great many persons were adopted to different men who were not the lineage of their fathers. And there was a Spirit manifested by some in that work there that was not of God. Men would go out and electioneer and labour with all their power to get men adopted to them… Now what are the feelings of Israel. They have felt that they wanted to be adopted to somebody. President Young was not satisfied in his mind, with regard to the extent of the matter. President Taylor was not. When I went before the Lord to know who I should be adopted to; we were then being adopted to prophets and apostles, the Spirit of God said to me “Have you not a father who begot you” yes I have “Then why not honour him” yes says I that is right. I was adopted to my father and should have my father sealed to his father.”
Re-baptism was Practised for Fifty Years
The Lord has outlined in the Doctrine and Covenants how members can obtain forgiveness for serious transgressions: 
D&C 58:42-43: “Behold, he who has repented of his sins, the same is forgiven, and I the Lord remember them no more. By this ye may know if a man repenteth of his sins-behold, he will confess them and forsake them.” 

In the early days of the church some members practised re-baptism as a way of repentance and re-dedication to the church. This doctrine and its practise lasted from 1847 to 1897. Again, like Sealing by Adoption it has it has no scriptural justification, yet it became a standard procedure in the church. 

July 1979 Ensign by James B. Allen, “Line upon Line,”

“Another practice was that of rebaptism. It was always clear that baptism by immersion for the remission of sins was essential to salvation, and that this ordinance must be performed by one holding proper priesthood authority. However, in the nineteenth century it was not uncommon for members of the Church occasionally to be rebaptized, even though they had not left the Church before the second baptism. Some were rebaptized simply because their original records had been lost.

More common was the practice of rebaptism in order to rededicate oneself to the building up of the kingdom. Setting the example were Brigham Young and other General Authorities when they were rebaptized on 6 August 1847, shortly after they entered the valley of the Great Salt Lake. This was a new beginning for them, a time of rededication, and their rebaptism was a symbolic representation of this idea. They did it, said Brigham Young, “to set an example to the Church, and recommend that all who desire to be Latter Day Saints should be rebaptized and reconfirmed.”

“This we considered to be a privilege and a duty,” wrote Wilford Woodruff  Journal History, 6 Aug 1847 p. 1)

Rebaptism as a sign of rededication continued throughout the nineteenth century. In 1853, Brigham Young gently chided some Saints who had only recently crossed the plains: “I have heard some of you cursing and swearing,” he said, “even some of the Elders of Israel. I would be baptized seven times, were I in your place.” (Journal of Discourses, 2:8– 9)

There were other occasions upon which people were sometimes rebaptized, for the sake of their health, for entry into the United Order, and even, in some cases, in preparation for marriage. In 1878 a circular letter from Joseph F. Smith of the Quorum of the Twelve gave instructions to bishops regarding those who should receive endowments and said, “No person, male or female, should be recommended for these ordinances, unless they have first renewed their covenants by baptism.” 

So common were both rebaptism and reconfirmation that the printed forms for ward membership records, introduced in 1877, contained columns for officially recording them, and these forms were not replaced until 1900.

It became clear, however, that the practice of rebaptism could be abused. It could become all too convenient to regard it as an easy way to pay the consequences of sin. So it was that the leaders of the Church reconsidered that matter as time went on. In 1893 the First Presidency instructed stake presidents not to require Saints to be rebaptized before they received recommends to attend the temple dedication, for “the Lord will forgive sins if we forsake them.”

Finally, by 1897, the Brethren had decided to end the practice altogether. As explained by George Q. Cannon, first counsellor in the First Presidency of the Church, “We hear a good deal of talk about rebaptism, and the First Presidency and the Twelve have felt that so much rebaptism ought to be stopped. Men, when they commit sin, think if they can only get the Bishop to re-baptize them, they are all right and their sins are condoned. It is a fallacy; it will lead to destruction. There is no such thing in the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is repentance from sin that will save you, not re-baptism.”(In Conference Report, Oct. 1897 p. 68)  End of Article

Rebaptism for entry into the United Order

“In Southern Utah especially an overwhelming majority of the people accepted the call to join the Order and underwent a special ritual of rebaptism to signify acceptance of its principles. At Ephraim on June 27, 1875, ….  seven of the Twelve Apostles were re-baptized. In the course of the next few weeks thousands followed their example. The officiating elder used the following words: “Having authority given me of Jesus Christ I baptize you for the remission of your sins, the renewal of your covenants, and the observance of the rules of the Holy United Order, in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.” Building the City of God by Leonard Arrington page 154

It took 50 years to recognise that this practice was not in harmony with the Word of the Lord. The change in practise brought the church into line with the teachings outlined in the Doctrine and Covenants on how to obtain forgiveness of sins.
Regional Representatives and the Law of Common Consent

The Law of Common Consent is applicable to those who are called to fulfill priesthood responsibilities. The scriptures teach:
D&C 26:2: “And all things shall be done by common consent in the church, by much prayer, and faith, for all things you shall receive by faith. Amen” 

D&C 28:13: “For all things must be done in order, and by common consent in the church, by the prayer of faith”. 

As part of the Law of Common Consent all offices in the church are to be sustained by members whom they serve. Ward offices are to be sustained by the ward membership, stake offices by the stake membership at stake conference, and general offices by the church as a whole at general conference. 
The Lord has said the following concerning the importance of sustaining by the voice of the church: D&C 38:34: “And now I give unto the church in these parts a commandment, that certain men among them shall be appointed, and they shall be appointed (sustained) by the voice of the church.” 

D&C 20:65: “No person is to be ordained to any office in this church, where there is a regularly organized branch of the same, without the vote of that church.” (see D&C 41:9)
The office of Regional Representative was instituted by the First Presidency to assist the members of the Council of the Twelve and their assistants in training and encouraging stake leaders in their various duties. For this purpose they began to visit the stakes frequently. They were given the title of Elder which is reserved for General Authorities. 
Regional representatives were not sustained at the Ward, Stake or General level of church leadership according to the Law of Common Consent. They were the only priesthood leaders called to an official position without being sustained.

At the April 1995, General Conference President Gordon B. Hinckley in one of his first major administrative acts as President of the Church announced the discontinuance of the position of Regional Representative. They were replaced by Area Authority Seventies who were sustained as General Authorities at General Conference and who became part of the quorums of Seventy. The brethren were now acting in conformity to the revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants.
The above examples are an illustration that occasionally that the church has adopted practices in the past that are not in accordance with the Doctrine and Covenants. When this has been realized these practices have been corrected, but sometimes after many years. 

Opinions of Leaders which some Members assumed to be Prophesy on the Second Coming
What the scriptures teach concerning the timing of the Second Coming

D&C 49:7: “I, the Lord God have spoken it; but the hour and the day no man knoweth, neither the Angels in Heaven.”
D&C 133:11: “Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour.”

D&C 105:37: “And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive, they shall have power after many days to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion.”
Examples of personal opinions expressed by leaders of the Church connected with the Second Coming: 
President Wilford Woodruff stated in General conference 8 April 1898: 

“But these thousands of Latter-day Saint children that belong to the Sabbath schools, I believe many of them will stand in the flesh when the Lord Jesus Christ visits the Zion of God here in the mountains of Israel”.
Ten years earlier in 1889 at Grantsville Utah President Woodruff said:

“Many of these young men and maidens that are here today will in my opinion, if they are faithful, stand in the flesh when Christ comes in the clouds of heaven. These young people from the Sabbath schools and from the mutual improvement associations will stand in the flesh while the judgments of the almighty sweep the nations of the earth as with the bosom of destruction, in fulfilment of the revelations of God, and they will be the very people whom God will bless and sustain…”

Since the return of the saints to Jackson County is a prerequisite to the Second Coming some early leaders spoke of this event as if it would happen within the lifetime of the Saints then living. In the book ‘The Coming of the Lord” By Gerald Lund page 26 he discusses the prophecies of Apostle Orson Pratt who is frequently quoted in many books on the Second Coming: 

“Now to return to the remarkable statement by Orson Pratt made in 1877, wherein he gave his opinion that there were those then living upon the earth who would still be alive when the temple was reared in Jackson County, Missouri. It has been nearly 100 years since that statement was made and yet the Church still looks forward to the fulfilment of that prophecy. Since there is not an abundance of people left who were alive when Orson Pratt made that statement, some have concluded that it was simply his opinion and obviously in error. If this were an isolated statement, that explanation would carry more weight, but it is not.” The Coming of the Lord” By Gerald Lund page 26
President Lorenzo Snow at General Conference April 1898

“The time is speedily coming-we do not want to talk very much though about going to Jackson County, Missouri, because through our foolishness and weakness we would not care anything about building houses and making ourselves comfortable here……. We are not going tomorrow, nor the next day, this week or next week; but we are going, and there are many hundreds and hundreds within the sound of my voice that will live to go back to Jackson County and build a holy temple to the Lord our God.”

“Now the time is fast approaching when a large portion of the people that I am now addressing will go back to Jackson County. A great many people that are now dwelling in the state of Utah will have this privilege. Whether I, President Cannon, President Smith, or all of the brethren of the Twelve will go back I know not. But a large portion of the Latter-Day Saints that now dwell in these valleys will go back to Jackson County to build a holy City to the Lord, as was decreed by Jehovah and revealed through Joseph Smith.” President Lorenzo Snow at General Conference Oct 1900
President Brigham Young at General Conference - 6th April 1845

“As far as spiritual things are concerned, we are pretty well united, but when it comes to temporalities we often differ. But you will see the day, if you live properly, observe the word of wisdom, and do that which is required, you will go back to Jackson County, many of you whom I am addressing this afternoon. I am sure of this.” 
Note: The leaders of the church should be entitled to express an opinion without every word being accepted as literal revelation or prophesy by the saints. Only the scriptures are the binding Word of God unless the Prophet who presently holds the keys states “thus saith the Lord”. The Keys of the Kingdom have been invested in the church since the time of the Prophet Joseph and remain today. This work is true and the saints will always be blessed in sustaining the anointed servants of the Lord in their strengths and weaknesses.
False Optimism instead of the Spirit of Prophecy
Doubling of Church Membership in Europe

Several years ago, the Europe Area Presidency comprised a plan to double the membership in Europe in a ten-year period: "As we retain our new and returning members, save our youth, and continue to reactivate the less active, we will be able to double the active membership of Europe Area within ten years." Area Committee Report September 2, 2009
This plan was sold to the members of the Church as inspired, and plans were devised to assist in its success. However, Europe is becoming increasingly secular, wickedness is increasing, and some members are struggling with a considerable number apostatizing. Creating such expectations and then seeing a lack of fulfilment does more harm than good. 

Result: Note the following recent news report: Salt Lake Tribune 11 June 2017
Mormon growth in Europe has been stagnant for a couple of decades.
“Mormon growth in Europe has been stagnant for a couple of decades, so earlier this year, church higher-ups closed or consolidated many congregations, known as wards and branches. This spring half (seven of 14) LDS congregations in the Antwerp Belgium Stake were closed, says long-time Mormon Wilfried Decco, a retired BYU professor who lives in Antwerp.

"People understand that discontinuing their small unit was unavoidable, but the emotional toll is immense," Decco writes in an email. "Most are members who for decades have worked to keep their branch or ward alive, proud to have a Mormon meeting place in their own city, and suddenly it's over. There is not only sadness for the closure as such, sometimes anger."

They also feel a measure of "guilt and depression," Decco says. That's because visiting LDS leaders and area authorities have been promising that if the members were steadfast and worked hard, their numbers would double. He says they were told there would be a "second harvest," but no such bumper crop of converts came — despite the members' many sacrifices. Some now doubt the leaders' "inspiration," Decoo says, or feel "blamed for not having done enough."
Broken-hearted members heard nothing of the plans to realign boundaries and shutter their tiny branches until they met at an LDS stake conference in April. When the assembled crowd was asked for its sustaining vote to support the move, every hand went up. Later, though, a local lay leader reported to Decoo: "My members voted in favor with their right hand and against it with their hearts. And almost all were crying." End of Quote
Note: Quote from https://ldschurchgrowth.blogspot.com/2017/03/800-lds-congregations-wards-and.html. 2017

“There has not been any significant change in the number of active members per congregation for most European countries during the past decade according to reports from returned missionaries and local members.”
I listened to Elder Russell M Nelson on the 9 Aug 2013: at the Pageant at Chorley state there will be more Temples, more stakes and more missions in the British Isles. 
The Church News dated 10 Aug 2013: reporting on the pageant and the statements of Elder Nelson: 
“The legacy of the early missionaries to Great Britain is still unfolding. At the ground-breaking ceremony for the Preston England Temple in 1994, President Gordon B. Hinckley said, "Truth ... will continue to prevail and whereas there are thousands, tens of thousands of members of the Church in this wonderful land, there will be hundreds and hundreds of thousands. I have no doubt of that and do not hesitate in saying so. Staged close to that location, the British Pageant is helping bring President Hinckley's words to pass.” End of Quote
Result So far (2021): No additional stakes, 2 missions closed Now a 18% activity rate in the British Isles. (Note: Four English Stakes closed in the years 2022/23)

President Nelson at the Dedication of the Rome Temple 

ROME — Moments before President Russell M. Nelson departed the world capital of Christianity on Monday; he bestowed added significance on three landmark days surrounding the dedication ceremonies for the Rome Italy Temple of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

"This is a hinge point in the history of the church. Things are going to move forward at an accelerated pace, of which this is a part," he said, later adding, "The church is going to have an unprecedented future, unparalleled; we're just building up to what's ahead now." (See https://www.thechurchnews.com/leaders-and-ministry/2019-03-15/president-nelson-talks-unprecedented-future-of-church-following-rome-italy-temple) 

Result so far: The growth of the church in Europe has been in decline in since 2020
Wikipedia: The membership of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church) as of December 31, 2020, was 16,663,663. The growth of 0.60% in 2020 was the lowest annual percentage growth since 1857 when the church saw a -13.5% growth (during the "Mormon Reformation" under Brigham Young). This decrease in membership growth is likely due to the fact that convert baptisms plunged by nearly 50% during 2020, the year most significantly affected by the COVID-19 pandemic…… Reports of rising membership have been called into question.”
In May 2019, however, Phil Zuckerman, Ph.D., of Psychology Today expressed Skepticism of how the LDS Church reports growth in membership, noting that while church membership was reported to be rising, separate analysis conducted by journalist Jana Riess showed that reports of Mormon retention, religious participation, teachings and belief have been declining since 2007. By 2019, Mormons represented 51% of the population in their long-time stronghold of Utah, in contrast with 75% in 2000. 

Some Traditions in the Church do not Conform to the Scriptures Today
A long-standing tradition that is not in conformity with the Holy Scriptures

I would now like to consider another practise of the church that is not in conformity to the scriptures. It has become the long-standing tradition in the church that once individuals have been baptised, they are to remain as members of the church even when they no longer keep their covenants. The terms inactive or less active have been coined to describe this group within the church which now comprise 80% of the membership in the nation where I live. 
This has not always been the practise of the church. For example, President John Taylor received the following revelation:
Revelation to President John Taylor: 13th Oct 1882 “My Kingdom shall roll Forth” p 50

“And let the Presidents of Stakes also purify themselves and the priesthood and people of the stakes over which they preside and organize the priesthood in their various stakes according to My Law…... and let them inquire into the standing and fellowship of all that hold My Holy Priesthood in their several stakes and if they find those that are unworthy let them remove them, except they repent; for My Priesthood, whom I have called and whom I have sustained and honoured, shall honour me and obey my laws, and the laws of My Holy Priesthood, or they shall not be considered worthy to hold My Priesthood saith the Lord.”
What the Scriptures Teach about Retaining Membership in the Church
Book of Mormon

Mosiah 26:32, 35-37: “Now I say unto you go; and whosoever will not repent of his sins the same shall not be numbered among my people; and this shall be observed from this time forward.  And whosoever repented of their sins and did confess them, them he did number among the people of the church; and those that would not confess their sins and repent of their iniquity, the same were not numbered among the people of the church, and their names were blotted out.  And it came to pass that Alma did regulate all the affairs of the church; and they began again to have peace and to prosper exceedingly in the affairs of the church, walking circumspectly before God, receiving many, and baptizing many.”

Alma 1:24: “For the hearts of many were hardened, and their names were blotted out that they were remembered no more among the people of God.  And also many withdrew themselves from among them.”
3 Nephi 18:31: “But if he repent not he shall not be numbered among my people, that he may not destroy my people, for behold I know my sheep, and they are numbered.” 
Alma 5:57-58: “And now I say unto you, all you that are desirous to follow the voice of the good shepherd, come ye out from the wicked, and be ye separate, and touch not their unclean things; and behold, their names shall be blotted out, that the names of the wicked shall not be numbered among the names of the righteous, that the word of God may be fulfilled, which saith: “The names of the wicked shall not be mingled with names of my people; For the names of the righteous shall be written in the Book of Life, and unto them will I grant an inheritance at my right hand.”
Alma 6:3: “And it also came to pass that whosoever did belong to the church that did not repent of their wickedness and humble themselves before God, I mean those who were lifted up in the pride of their hearts, the same were rejected, and their names were blotted out, that their names were not numbered among those of the righteous.”

Moroni 7:39: “But behold, my beloved brethren, I judge better things of you, for I judge that ye have Faith in Christ because of your meekness; for if ye have not faith in Him then ye are not fit to be numbered among the people of His church.” 
New Testament
Matthew 3:10: “And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore, every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire.”
Matthew 13:47-48: “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind:  Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.” 
Luke 9:62: “And Jesus said unto him, ‘No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the Kingdom of God.”
Luke 13:6-9: “He spake also this parable; ‘A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon and found none. Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.’”
John 15:2: “Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.”

2 Thessalonians 2:6: “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.”
The Doctrine and Covenants

D&C 10:67-68: “Behold, this is my doctrine- whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the same is my church, whosoever declareth more or less than this, the same is not of me, but is against me; therefore he is not of my church.”
In explanation of the above scriptures President Ezra T. Benson stated: “In the usual sense of the term, church membership means that a person has his or her name officially recorded on the membership records of the Church. By that definition, we have more than six million members of the Church. But the Lord defines a member of His kingdom in quite a different way. In 1828, through the Prophet Joseph Smith, He said, “Behold, this is my doctrine—whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the same is my church.” D&C 10:67. To Him whose church this is, membership involves far more than simply being a member of record.”
D&C 41:5: “He that receiveth my law and doeth it, the same is my disciple; and he that saith he receiveth it and doeth it not, the same is not my disciple, and shall be cast out from among you.” 
D&C 42:28: “Thou knowest my laws concerning these things are given in my scriptures. He that sinneth and repenteth not shall be cast out.”  

D&C 42:37: “And it shall come to pass, that he that sinneth and repenteth not shall be cast out of the church…”
D&C 52:6: “And inasmuch as they are not faithful, they shall be cut off, even as I will, as seemeth me good.”
D&C 63: 63: “Wherefore, let the church repent of their sins, and I, the Lord, will own them; otherwise they shall be cut off.” 
D&C 64:36: “…. The rebellious are not of the blood of Ephraim, wherefore they shall be plucked out.”
D&C 75:29: “Let every man be diligent in all things. And the idler shall not have place in the church, except he repent and mend his ways.”

D&C 89:3: The Word of Wisdom is “Given for a principle with promise, adapted to the capacity of the weak and the weakest of all Saints, who are or can be called Saints.”
The above scriptures are not just referring to those who are in what the church calls “serious transgression”. They also refer to those who have lost their faith, no longer participate in the ordinances of the Gospel and have no interest in being active in the church. 
Conclusion
It is possible to become steeped in the tradition of that which is not scriptural because of established practise over many years. It can also happen that a false compassion can develop which denies the law of justice and therefore offends the lawgiver as outlined in the following scripture: 
D&C 64:12-14: “And him that repenteth not of his sins, and confesseth them not, ye shall bring before the church, and do with him as the scripture saith unto you, either by commandment or by revelation.  And this ye shall do that God may be glorified, not because ye forgive not, having not compassion, but that ye many be justified in the eyes of the law that ye may not offend him who is your lawgiver.  Verily I say, for this cause ye shall do these things.”
In the long term any practise that is incorrect has consequences. For example, when the wrong practice of “sealing by adoption” was finally ended there was an upsurge in family history and temple work. The practice of allowing members to remain as less active for many years has a negative impact on both the active and less active. The former often becoming discouraged and the latter having a false spiritual security.   As Alma found out the church and Kingdom of God prospers when things are done right. (See Mosiah 26:32, 35-37 above)
“Alma did regulate all the affairs of the church; and they began again to have peace and to prosper exceedingly in the affairs of the church.”
The Lord has promised the same to His church in this dispensation: 
D&C: 43:9-11: “And thus ye shall become instructed in the Law of my church and be sanctified by that which ye have received……. that inasmuch as ye do this, glory shall be added to the Kingdom which ye have received. Inasmuch as ye do it not, it shall be taken even that which ye have received. Purge ye out the iniquity which is among you; sanctify yourselves before me.”
It is important to have all things right before the Lord to prosper spiritually as a church: 

D&C 41:3: “Ye shall receive my law, that ye may know how to govern my church and have all things right before me.”
A sensible policy in conformity to the scriptures could soon be developed.
There are several other teachings and practices in the church today which do not conform with scripture. For some examples see Questions
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