Is the Church Justified in Owning Hunting Enterprises
Scriptures

D&C 49:21: “And wo be unto man that sheddeth blood or that wasteth flesh and hath no need.”
This scripture should be sufficient as the word of the Lord, indicating that hunting as a sport is frowned upon by Deity. However, as recorded in the same section of the Doctrine & Covenants, we read that animals are made for the use of man.

D&C 49:18-19: “And whoso forbiddeth to abstain from meats, that man should not eat the same, is not ordained of God; For, behold, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air, and that which cometh of the earth, is ordained for the use of man for food and for raiment, and that he might have in abundance.” 
This scripture applies to the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air,– in other words, domesticated animals and birds, not to wild animals, and they–the domesticated animals–are to be used for food and clothing.
D&C 89: 14-15: All grain is ordained for the use of man and of beasts, to be the staff of life, not only for man but for the beasts of the field, and the fowls of heaven, and all wild animals that run or creep on the earth; And these hath God made for the use of man only in times of famine and excess of hunger.”

In the phrase, “’And these hath God made for the use of man only in times of famine and excess of hunger’, the pronoun, these, refers to its immediate antecedent, wild animals. Thus, it is acceptable to the Lord to hunt game, or wild animals, only to be used for food in times of famine or excess of hunger.

President Spencer W. Kimball stated:
“Now, I also would like to add some of my feelings concerning the unnecessary shedding of blood and destruction of life. I think that every soul should be impressed by the sentiments that have been expressed here by the prophets. And not less with reference to the killing of innocent birds is the wildlife of our country that live upon the vermin that are indeed enemies to the farmer and to mankind. It is not only wicked to destroy them, it is a shame, in my opinion. I think that this principle should extend not only to the bird life but to the life of all animals” (President Spencer W. Kimball, Fundamental Principles to Ponder and Live, Ensign (CR), November 1978, p.43).
George Q. Cannon, who was sustained as a Counselor to President Brigham Young, and who was also sustained as the First Counselor to Presidents John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff and Lorenzo Snow stated the following: 
“We should by every means in our power impress upon the rising generation the value of life and how dreadful a sin it is to take life. The lives of animals even should be held far more sacred than they are. Young people should be taught to be very merciful to the brute creation and not to take life wantonly or for sport. The practice of hunting and killing game merely for sport should be frowned upon and not encouraged among us. God has created the fowls and the beasts for man’s convenience and comfort and for his consumption at proper times and under proper circumstances; but he does not justify men in wantonly killing those creatures which He has made and with which He has supplied the earth” (George Q. Cannon, Gospel Truth: Discourses and Writings of President George Q. Cannon, selected, arranged, and edited by Jerreld L. Newquist, p.24).

President Joseph Fielding Smith stated:
“I never could see why a man should be imbued with a blood-thirsty desire to kill and destroy animal life. I have known men-and they still exist among us-who enjoy what is, to them, the “sport” of hunting birds and slaying them by the hundreds, and who will come in after a day’s sport, boasting of how many harmless birds they have had the skill to slaughter, and day after day, during the season when it is lawful for men to hunt and kill (the birds having had a season of protection and not apprehending danger) go out by scores or hundreds, and you may hear their guns early in the morning on the day of the opening, as if great armies had met in battle; and the terrible work of slaughtering the innocent birds goes on” (Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Questions, vol 4, p.45).
CHURCH PRACTICE TODAY
Tending the Flock Deseret News 10 July 2000

ELBERTA, Utah County — Every morning before sunrise, Clair Huff slips into his blue jeans, pulls on his boots, grabs a baseball cap and heads out the door to work with his charges. As a full-time missionary for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, he's shed the traditional dark suit, white shirt and tie. His responsibilities don't include teaching people about church doctrine, improving their health or distributing food and clothing to disaster victims.

In fact, he doesn't deal with people much at all. His flock is literally that . . . a continually changing group of feathered friends: pheasants, geese, chukkars, doves and ducks. Instead of knocking on doors, he spends his time bush- whacking in the thick brush along the southwest shores of Utah Lake, looking for the perfect place to nurture his birds by planting numerous stands of corn, rye and other grains. For more than two years, he and his wife, Beth, have been serving God in a most unusual way.

They operate a private hunting preserve owned by the LDS Church. "I don't know of any other missionary doing what I'm doing," he says, pointing to a row of several hundred cedar trees he planted as a future wind break on the wind-swept acreage that stretches out in every direction. After spending an entire career as a wildlife biologist, including his latest stint as assistant director of operations for the state Division of Wildlife Resources, Elder Huff seems uniquely qualified for the volunteer job description he's taken on: turn this 11,000-acre piece of desert into a revenue-generating hunting preserve.
To do so, the Huffs left their new home in Draper more than 26 months ago to live full time in an isolated aluminium siding home miles from the nearest human inhabitant near the southwest shore of Utah Lake. Working 18 hour days, particularly during the hunting and planting seasons, is not uncommon for the couple, whose retired peers may have difficulty understanding the attraction of the unrelenting labor.

They've served longer than the traditional two-year missionary stint, but while the church looks for a suitable replacement biologist, the Huffs will stay — at least until November, when the majority of the hunting season is over.

In a way, he says, the two missionaries have become a part of the landscape itself. The only visible sign that sets Elder Huff apart from the few scattered ranchers in the area is the black missionary name tag he wears on the pocket of his plaid work shirt.

He admits he was reluctant to take on such a monumental task at first. "And it's been tough for (his wife), but we're making it work. We don't see many people out here, except during hunting season. Then we run the checking station," where hunters come to gain admittance to the private preserve, and where they must register the number of birds and other wildlife they take when they leave.

With thousands of birds flocking to the property in search of food, particularly during the fall hunting season, hunters stand a prime chance of "harvesting" their limit. But they pay dearly for the privilege.
Only a few pheasant and goose-hunting permits are sold each year, with hunting aficionados paying as much as $1,500 for the opportunity to hunt what is fast becoming an exclusive "club" for "members only." Once a hunter ponies up the cash to secure a permit, he's not only guaranteed a permit for the following year, but his chance to draw the prime target areas on the preserve improve along with his seniority in the exclusive group.

"All of our hunters are from Utah, many of them doctors, dentists and attorneys from Payson north to Ogden, including Park City," Elder Huff said.

The flatlands also provide an additional advantage for the well-heeled hunting crowd — a 2,600-foot landing strip where private aircraft can whisk hunters in and out of the remote preserve, saving them the long and lonely drive.

It is from the air that hunters can best see the vastness of the acreage they will explore, set amid additional thousands of acres of LDS Church farmland that stretches to the horizon on the south and west. Creating the type of habitat that will sustain a vibrant wildlife population alongside a huge agricultural operation would traditionally mean a clash between individual farmer and rancher. But because the church owns both operations, employees are working together to ensure that both the farms and the game preserve co-exist in a way that benefits everyone, Elder Huff said.

For example, runoff from the farm's irrigation operation is directed toward the game preserve, boosting the growth of both native plant life and more than 600 acres of dry-farm grain scattered throughout the property. Large holding tanks that are no longer used for farming now provide high-profile watering holes throughout the game preserve, attracting not only birds but rabbits, coyotes, deer and even antelope.
While the focus is on pheasant and other bird hunting, permit holders may also take limited amounts of other wildlife on the preserve during the appropriate season, Elder Huff said.

As noxious weeds and brush are controlled and scattered grains are introduced, the wildlife population on the preserve will continue to grow, boosting the number of hunting permits that can be issued to "harvest" the wildlife.

"Just like the farm derives revenue from harvesting crops, the preserve is designed to produce revenue when hunters harvest the wildlife here," Elder Huff said.

He realizes the concept isn't popular with everyone — particularly when the cost of hunting on the preserve is prohibitive for all but the most well-to-do.
"Hunting and guns are a big issue, and some people question whether hunting should even happen at all," Elder Huff acknowledged. "But the fact is, there are between 14 and 18 million hunters in America, and many more than that number that own guns. This is recreation for a lot of people. Some enjoy this as much as others enjoy camping in the mountains."

Consequently, there is a ready market "for the kind of hunting experience we provide here." Church land managers see it as a legitimate way to make thousands of acres of land productive that would otherwise lie fallow for lack of water, he said.

The preserve, known as Westlake Farm Commercial Hunting Area, is managed by the LDS Church's Farm Management Co., the same group that operates the adjacent farming operations and grain silos. The for-profit farming and ranching company is overseen by the church's Presiding Bishopric.
The church owns thousands of acres of farm and ranch land throughout the West, including the Deseret Land and Livestock Co., a private big-game hunting preserve scattered over 200,000 acres in northern Utah. Hunters from around the country vie for a limited number of elk and moose permits there that cost as much as $8,500 each.
Complete with a formal hunting lodge for housing and meals, the hunts are guided by a local outfitter. And while there's no guarantee that a hunter's bullet will find its mark, hunting on the preserve is so popular, there's a six-year waiting list to buy a permit.
Elder Huff is optimistic that the operation will turn a profit for the first time this year."This is a very viable habitat, and if they continue to invest the profits back in and find an innovative manager to run it, there's the potential to boost the number of permits we issue up to a maximum of about 250 someday."

And as the habitat, and consequently, the number and variety of wildlife improves, the price of the permits would logically go up as well, he said. "Imagine if we got to the point that we could boost the price (of each permit) to $2,000 or $2,500. Times that by 250, and it doesn't take a lot to understand that this could be a very profitable operation." END
Sacrificing Principle for Profit: Church Wildlife Enterprises and Hunting Preserves-sunstone Sep 2009
"To what degree should the principle of 'respect for life" be extended to bird and animal creations? What do the scriptures, Joseph Smith, and other early Church leaders teach about the grand design and purposes of God's non-human creations? Does having "dominion" over the kingdom of creatures mean we are their predators and exploiters or does it suggest a "stewardship" relationship in which we become their caretakers in order to help them "fulfill the full measure of their creation?" If the scriptures teach, "woe be unto man that sheddeth blood or wasteth flesh and have no need," and "the blood of every beast will I require at your hands," what rationale could be used to explain Church-owned, revenue-generating enterprises such as Deseret Land and Livestock and the Westlake Hunting Preserve? Do these operations constitute sacrificing principle for profit?"
I found out that the Church owns two hunting preserves: Deseret Land and Livestock, and Westlake Hunting Preserve in Utah County.
Here are just a few of the facts that caught my attention:

· Making it a "missionary calling" for couples to tend to the preserves so that wildlife numbers are increased, thereby increasing the number of animals killed for profit

· Archery hunting of animals such as elk, which I regard as being especially cruel

· Over $11,000 for a weekend getaway to bag a trophy elk

· 6 year waiting list (at least as of 2000) to hunt

· Charging thousands of dollars for hunting permits to kill trophy game

· The response the first brother who spoke in the podcast got to his letter by the presiding bishopric, inquiring of how this operation could be justified

· The refusal of the Church to publish any financial records of where all these huge profits are going

.See  http://thefaithfuldissident.blogspot.com/2009/09/sacrificing-principle-for-profit-church.html
Deseret land and Livestock Web Site (church owned) 
Quotes on hunting from the web site
The end result of these early land-use practices were abundant populations of mule deer and sage grouse by the 1960's . Range and wildlife conservation activities in the late-1900’s also allowed populations of elk, moose and pronghorn to re-establish on the ranch. Today, big game and domestic livestock continue to remove as much forage as was removed in the early 1900's, but with improved management practices and healthier land (measured in AUM's-Animal Unit Months, or the amount of forage eaten by 1 cow/calf pair in 1 month)

As big game populations began building on DLL in the 1950's, ranch managers began to encourage mule deer hunting as a means of reducing depredation problems. They eventually began charging access fees for deer hunting, as a means of deriving income for the forage eaten by mule deer. As elk and mule deer populations continued to flourish, managers settled on a strategy of gaining revenue by harvesting mature males and reducing depredation through appropriate female harvest. The current DLL wildlife management philosophy began. Today, nearly 2500 elk, 3500 mule deer, 600 pronghorn, 150 moose, 2000 sage grouse and hundreds of other wildlife species co-exist with 5000 cattle and 3000 domestic sheep annually.

Hunting too is a component of wildlife management (click to view Wildlife Resource Management). Healthy lands mean productive wildlife populations. An overabundance of elk means sick and starving animals, and can reduce grasses and woody vegetation needed as food and cover for other species. While livestock can be herded, fenced or otherwise removed from areas periodically to provide rest, it can be difficult to change elk distribution. Crop depredation by overabundant elk herds can negatively affect neighboring lands; too many elk can even increase highway vehicle collisions. Keeping elk numbers in balance with habitat and other wildlife species helps maintain overall species diversity and abundance, and hunting helps keep the elk numbers at healthy population levels.

Hunting is the main tool used by Deseret Land & Livestock (DLL) to maintain big game herds at population levels in balance with the range resources. About 10% of elk, mule deer, pronghorn and moose populations are harvested. Management goals include robust populations in good body condition, with good reproductive rates and a high percentage of males in the herd. Native predators are also managed on the ranch, and play a role in maintaining a healthy balance between foragers and healthy range.

DLL hunts are conducted to minimize stressed and wounded animals. Hunters are required to pass a shooting proficiency test, obey wildlife laws, and conduct themselves safely and ethically. Although hunting is a key means of generating ranch revenue, 70% of hunters on DLL each year are given free hunting access.

The emphasis of the wildlife program at Deseret Land and Livestock (DLL) is to maintain a diversity of wildlife species in balance with year-round forage resources.  Although emphasis is given to management of big game species, we attempt to consider all wildlife species in ranch management decisions.

Management goals are to maintain adult populations of 3,500 mule deer, 1,800 elk, 600 pronghorn, and 100 moose on the DLL summer range.

Big game populations are managed by removing 10 percent of the males annually, along with enough females to maintain herds at a desired size.  Our big game herds characteristically have high male to female ratios, with a high percentage of mature males. As a result, the ranch offers high quality hunting opportunities for both antlered and antler-less big game.

Like state wildlife management agencies, we fund our wildlife management program through our wildlife recreation activities. Revenues obtained from these activities provide a means and motivation for our wildlife research, conservation and management programs. And like state wildlife management agencies, these funds are used to better conserve and manage the wildlife populations dependent on our ranch. 
The Mormons Need Help -- for a Change

http://www.vegsource.com/articles2/mormon_help.htm 
“The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (sometimes called the Mormon Church) has received a lot of positive press in recent years. That comes, in part, from the church's consistent and generous participation in disaster relief efforts throughout the world. Often, the LDS (Latter-day Saint) Church is among the first to respond with flown-in emergency supplies, and it stays around during recovery and clean-up efforts providing vital volunteer labour.

So, what's the emergency that puts the Mormons on the receiving end? Well, hunting season is coming up in the United States, and recent developments show that the church could use a hand rediscovering the position of many of its former leaders on the issue of killing for fun.

In the early 1800's, Church founder Joseph Smith demonstrated vision not commonly shared with many of the other Christian teachers of his day. He taught that even animals have eternal souls and that humans should show compassion and refrain from killing them unless absolutely necessary. Several of Smith's successors emphasized similar principles and labelled sport hunting as an activity unworthy of church members. As recently as 1978, the president of the LDS Church taught in a solemn worldwide church general conference to avoid needless killing as a form of recreation.
Unfortunately, things have changed in recent years and financial considerations have pushed church leaders to not only drop any criticism of sport hunting but to actively promote it. The Church now benefits financially by running big-ticket, private, hunting preserves on some of the same agricultural lands that provide foodstuffs used in its relief efforts.

Two years ago, we reported on one such facility. We also requested that readers who disapprove of a religious organization making money by promoting blood sport send their feedback to the church's Public Affairs Office. Enough of you did that it convinced the Church to make some changes. "Canned" hunts (the releasing of captive animals as easy prey for hunters) were eliminated. The facility also stopped assigning LDS Church missionaries to staff the hunt clubs.

Unfortunately, we've recently learned that other steps maintain the status quo and allow the continued earning of profit while giving the appearance that the church has distanced itself from the hunting operations. For example, at Westlake Farm near Elberta, Utah, the church has leased the sport hunting operations to a private party. At first glance, that seemed like a positive step. After closer examination, it appears that no significant changes were made. A spokesman for the church disclosed that the church still intends to profit from the new arrangement, and a church-owned corporation continues to develop artificial habitat to lure more game animals onto its land.

On other LDS Church-owned properties the hunting operations remain unchanged. The mammoth Deseret Land and Livestock ranch in Northern Utah continues to operate a big-ticket hunting and fishing operation. Killing a bull elk there can cost wealthy hunters over $11,000. There are other fee-based sport hunting facilities, but the Church's First Presidency and Presiding Bishopric have informed us through a Public Affairs official that they will not disclose locations or provide any further information about them.

One irony is that the LDS Church is often quite strict about the things people can or can't do on its real estate. A Public Affairs official commented, "It is common knowledge that the Church imposes restrictions on property that it leases." For example, businesses that sell products discouraged by the church's health code, like tobacco and alcohol, cannot lease space in church-owned commercial and office buildings nor can those items be consumed there. Restrictions even cover what types of movies can be shown at theatres in church-owned shopping malls.

Hunting purely for fun, on the other hand, apparently does not carry any moral stigma in the LDS Church today. The church does enforce a "no drinking, no smoking, and no Sunday hunting" policy on its facilities, but, on the other six days, the killing of animals for fun-once considered morally wrong by at least five past presidents of the church-continues for the sake of revenue.

Previously, we communicated directly with the church's agricultural management firm, Farm Management Corporation, on this matter, but now a gag order has been established to funnel all discussion of the hunting facilities through the church's Public Affairs Office. E-mail from the general public is not accepted, but the phone, fax and mailing address are below.

Please give the church the benefit of your views on church-sponsored blood sport. The LDS Church does many marvelous things like helping all people during times of crisis, so please take a few minutes to help the church see that the older, more compassionate position of its former leaders regarding sport hunting might be rediscovered and pulled down from the shelf.

The Gospel and Animals

By Gerald E. Jones Aug 1972

“Current ecological concern has raised the question of the status of animal life in the universe. The treatment of animals by man has ranged from worship to cruelty. What is the will of our Heavenly Father in regard to animals? The prophets, past and present, have said much that is relevant on this subject.
When animals were placed upon the earth, our Heavenly Father said that it was good. (See Gen. 1:25.) Since the creation of the earth, man has been given dominion over the animals. The seriousness of this charge is indicated in Joseph Smith’s inspired revision of Genesis:

“Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things. … And surely, blood shall not be shed, only for meat, to save your lives; and the blood of every beast will I require at your hands.” (JST, Gen. 9:9–11.)

That animals are to be treated with kindness is indicated in the Law of Moses. The Lord enjoined the Israelites to show kindness to the ox by not muzzling it when it was treading the corn during the harvest threshing. (Deut. 25:4.) Undue strain on unequally yoked animals was forbidden as well. (Deut. 22:10.) The ancient Israelites were also to avoid destroying birds’ nests while working in their fields. (Deut. 22:6–7.) The Lord instructed the Hebrews to help the overburdened animal, even if it belonged to an enemy. (Ex. 23:4–5.) Even animals were to be spared labor on the Sabbath. (Ex. 20:10.) A proverb observed that “a righteous man regardeth the life of his beast: but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.” (Prov. 12:10.)

The prophet Isaiah revealed that during the millennial reign, cruelty to all living creatures would be abolished:

“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” (Isa. 11:6–9.)

The Lord further explained to Hosea concerning the millennial state of animals: “And in that day will I make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things of the ground: and I will break the bow and the sword and the battle out of the earth, and will make them to lie down safely.” (Hosea 2:18.)

Again the Lord’s concern for animal life is revealed in Luke 12:6, where he states that of the sparrows that are sold, “not one of them is forgotten before God.” The first reference to animal life in latter-day scripture is in the Doctrine and Covenants. In March 1831, it was revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith that though vegetarianism was not to be enforced as a doctrine for mankind, men were still responsible for their killing of animals.

“And whoso forbiddeth to abstain from meats, that man should not eat the same, is not ordained of God; for, behold, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air, and that which cometh of the earth, is ordained for the use of man for food and for raiment, and that he might have in abundance. And wo be unto man that sheddeth blood or that wasteth flesh and hath no need.” (D&C 49:18–19, 21.)

While revising the Bible, the Prophet desired further understanding concerning the four beasts mentioned in Revelation 4:6 [Rev. 4:6]. Section 77 of the Doctrine and Covenants contained the response from the Lord. The answer revealed that “heaven, the paradise of God,” contained beasts, creeping things, and fowls of the air, and “every other creature which God has created.” (D&C 77:2.)

The exact status of animals in the resurrected state is unknown except as revealed in verse four, where they are credited with being “full of knowledge” and having “power to move, to act, etc.” [D&C 77:4]

During the Zion’s Camp expedition in the summer of 1834, an incident occurred that allowed a practical application of concern for animal life. As related by the Prophet Joseph Smith in his history: “In pitching my tent we found three massasaugas or prairie rattlesnakes, which the brethren were about to kill, but I said, ‘Let them alone—don’t hurt them! How will the serpent ever lose his venom, while the servants of God possess the same disposition, and continue to make war upon it? Men must become harmless, before the brute creation; and when men lose their vicious dispositions and cease to destroy the animal race, the lion and the lamb can dwell together, and the sucking child can play with the serpent in safety.’ The brethren took the serpents carefully on sticks and carried them across the creek. I exhorted the brethren not to kill a serpent, bird, or an animal of any kind during our journey unless it became necessary in order to preserve ourselves from hunger.” (Documentary History of the Church, vol. 2, pp. 71–72.)

That the brethren implemented the Prophet’s teachings is indicated in two events that occurred about a month later on the trip: “As Hyrum Stratton and his companion were taking up their blankets this morning, they discovered two prairie rattlesnakes quietly sleeping under them, which they carefully carried out of the camp.”

And again, “While the brethren were making their beds in Captain Brigham Young’s tent, one of them discovered a very musical rattlesnake which they were about to kill. Captain Young told them not to hurt him but carry him out of the tent, whereupon Brother Carpenter took him in his hands, carried him beyond all danger, and left him to enjoy his liberty, telling him not to return.” (DHC, vol. 2, pp. 101–102.)

Further explaining John’s vision in the book of Revelation and the place of animals in the afterlife, the Prophet Joseph explained that John probably saw beings in heaven of a “thousand forms” that were “strange beasts of which we have no conception,” and that all animals “might be seen in heaven.” He also stated: “John learned that God glorified Himself by saving all that His hands had made, whether beasts, fowls, fishes, or men. …” (DHC, vol. 5, p. 343.)

He further taught the resurrection of animals:

“Says one, ‘I cannot believe in the salvation of beasts.’ Any man who would tell you this could not be, would tell you that the revelations are not true. John heard the words of the beast giving glory to God, and understood them. God who made the beasts could understand every language spoken by them. The beasts were four of the most noble animals that filled the measure of their creation, and had been saved from other worlds, because they were perfect. They were like angels in their sphere. We are not told where they came from, and I do not know; but they were seen and heard by John praising and glorifying God.” (DHC, vol. 5, pp. 343–44.)

Brigham Young also showed concern for animals. For example, in a sermon preached in Salt Lake’s old Tabernacle, he said, “Let the people be holy, and the earth under their feet will be holy. Let the people be holy, and filled with the Spirit of God, and every animal and creeping thing will be filled with peace. … The more purity that exists, the less is the strife; the more kind we are to our animals, the more will peace increase, and the savage nature of the brute creation will vanish away.” (Journal of Discourses, vol. 1, p. 203.)

President Young also warned that the Latter-day Saints would “never inherit the Celestial Kingdom” until they learned to take proper care of the things on this earth entrusted to them by the Lord. Specifically referring to livestock, he said the people should “take care of their cattle and horses” and the man who did not do it would “lay himself liable to censure in the eyes of justice.” (JD, vol. 11, p. 141.)

George Q. Cannon, a counsellor in the First Presidency under Brigham Young, probably wrote more concerning the humane treatment of animals than any other Latter-day Saint. As editor of the Juvenile Instructor, he began in 1868 writing editorials advocating kindness to animals. In 1897 he announced the inauguration of the Sunday School-sponsored Humane Day, to be commemorated during the month of February. This program continued in the Church for the next twenty years.

President Lorenzo Snow related in his journal the change of heart he had concerning hunting shortly after his baptism: “While moving slowly forward in pursuit of something to kill, my mind was arrested with the reflection on the nature of my pursuit—that of amusing myself by giving pain and death to harmless, innocent creatures that perhaps had as much right to life and enjoyment as myself. I realized that such indulgence was without any justification, and feeling condemned, I laid my gun on my shoulder, returned home, and from that time to this have felt no inclination for that murderous amusement.”

President Joseph F. Smith, who succeeded George Q. Cannon as editor of the Juvenile Instructor, expanded the emphasis on Humane Day. In February 1912 in a two-page editorial entitled “Kindness to Animals,” he wrote:

“Kindness to the whole animal creation and especially to all domestic animals is not only a virtue that should be developed, but is the absolute duty of mankind. … It is an unrighteous thing to treat any creature cruelly. … It will be a blessed day when mankind shall accept and abide by the Christ-like sentiment expressed by one of the poets in the following words: ‘Take not away the life you cannot give, for all things have an equal right to live.’”

An editorial published in the Juvenile Instructor in April 1918 was considered of such significance that it was repeated in April 1927. It stated:

“What is it to be humane to the beasts of the fields and birds of the air? It is more than to be considerate of the animal life entrusted to our care. It is a grateful appreciation of God’s creations. It is the lesson of divine love. To Him all life is a sacred creation for the use of His children. Do we stand beside Him in our tender regard for life?

“Our sense of appreciation should be quickened by a desire to understand divine purposes, and to keep the balance of animal life adjusted to the needs of creation. Man in his wanton disregard of a sacred duty has been reckless of life. He has destroyed it with an indifference to the evil results it would entail upon the earth. Birds have been uselessly slaughtered, and pests have sprung up as a consequence to plague the people of the world. Animals in the providence of the creation have been intended as a prey upon one another. They preserve a safe balance for the benefit of man.

“… The unnecessary destruction of life is a distinct spiritual loss to the human family. Men cannot worship the Creator and look with careless indifference upon his creations. The love of all life helps man to the enjoyment of a better life. It exalts the spiritual nature of those in need of divine favour. The wanton destruction of life reacts upon the human family. There is something in the law of compensation which makes criminals injure and destroy life. Men who are unsympathetic toward the life of domestic animals entrusted to them usually receive the reward of their cruelty by the dumb animals which they maltreat. Love begets love in all creation, and nature responds bounteously to the tender treatment of man.

“… Nature helps us to see and understand God. To all His creations we owe an allegiance of service and a profound admiration. Man should be kind to the animals which serve him both directly and indirectly. An angry word or a brutal blow wounds the heart from which it comes. Love of nature is akin to the love of God; the two are inseparable.”

As President of the Church, David O. McKay spoke several times in general conferences of kindness to animals. In October 1951 he commented that “a true Latter-day Saint is kind to animals, is kind to every created thing, for God created all.”

The tenth President of the Church, Joseph Fielding Smith, has also expressed concern for animal welfare. In 1928, as an apostle, he stated in a general conference of the Church: “So we see that the Lord intends to save, not only the earth and the heavens, not only man who dwells upon the earth, but all things which he has created. The animals, the fishes of the sea, the fowls of the air, as well as man, are to be recreated, or renewed, through the resurrection, for they too are living souls.” (Conference Report, October 1928, p. 100.)

The prophets have been consistent in reminding men of their duty to the animal world. As the Lord told Noah, “… the blood of every beast will I require at your hands.” (JST, Gen. 9:11.) It is our sacred stewardship to care for the earth and all the creatures on it.

Dr. Jones is director of the institute of religion at Berkeley, California, and has taught seminary for fifteen years. He teaches Sunday school in Pleasant Hill Ward, Walnut Creek (California) Stake. END
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