Is the Church ‘Gathering to Zion’ in the Nations of the Earth
Introduction
What does the Doctrine and Covenants teach concerning the principle of Gathering?
Will members stay in their own nation or gather to Zion (New Jerusalem) out of all nations before the Second Coming?

What is taught in the church teach today concerning the principle of Gathering?

Is the Parable of the Wheat and tares presently being fulfilled?

Where will the wheat be gathered to and how will this happen?

Are Latter-day Saints gathering to the ‘Land their Inheritance’ today?

Are there many lands of promise to which the Jews and the Saints will gather?

See the letters written to Elder David A. Bednar and Elder Russell M. Nelson of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles concerning talks they have given on the gathering. Within these letters are answers to the above questions.
See the studies in the folder  Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering for further scriptural quotations and other aspects concerning the commandment to gather. 
Following are just a few scriptures from those studies
Lost Israel is First to be Recovered-Restored

Israel is restored to the truth wherever they are found in the nations of the earth.
D&C 84:2: “Yea, the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for the Restoration of His people, as He has spoken by the mouth of His prophets, and for the Gathering of His saints to stand upon mount Zion, which shall be the City of the New Jerusalem.” 

2 Nephi 25:17: “And the Lord will set his hand again the second time to restore his people from their lost and fallen state. Wherefore, he will proceed to do a marvelous and a wonder among the children of men.”

2 Nephi 29:1: “But behold, there shall be many-at that day when I shall proceed to do a marvellous work among them, that I may remember my covenants which I have made unto the children of men, that I may set my hand again the second time to recover my people, which are of the house of Israel.”
2 Nephi 30:8: “And it shall come to pass that the Lord God shall commence his work among all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, to bring about the restoration of his people upon the earth.”

Jacob 6:2: And the day that he shall set his hand again the second time to recover his people, is the day, yea, even the last time, that the servants of the Lord shall go forth in his power, to nourish and prune his vineyard; and after that the end soon cometh.”

D&C 45:17: “For as ye have looked upon the long absence of your spirits from your bodies to be a bondage, I will show unto you how the day of redemption shall come, and also the restoration of the scattered Israel.”

3 Nephi 5:25-26: “And as he hath covenanted with all the house of Jacob, even so shall the covenant wherewith he hath covenanted with the house of Jacob be fulfilled in his own due time, unto the restoring all the house of Jacob unto the knowledge of the covenant that he hath covenanted with them. And then shall they know their Redeemer, who is Jesus Christ, the Son of God; and then shall they be gathered in from the four quarters of the earth unto their own lands, from whence they have been dispersed; yea, as the Lord liveth so shall it be.” Amen.

As Israel is restored to the truth and a knowledge of their Redeemer they are established in churches in all nations. 

The Church to be Built up in Nations before the Gathering to Zion

The two-fold reason for the establishment of the church is explained in the revelation on the Priesthood in Section Eighty-Four of the Doctrine and Covenants. The House of Israel, the Lord’s people are first to be restored to the true fold of God and then they are to be gathered to Zion as one people. (numbers added)
D&C 84:2: “Yea, the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for (1) the Restoration of His people, as He has spoken by the mouth of His prophets, and (2) for the Gathering of His saints to stand upon mount Zion, which shall be the City of the New Jerusalem” 
The church is first to be built up in all nations and then the saints are to be strengthened and prepared for the future gathering to Zion, as the following scriptures testify:  

D&C 31:7-8: “(1) And I will establish a church by your hand; and (2) you shall strengthen them and prepare them against the time when they shall be gathered” 
D&C 42:1, 8-9: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church…… (1).ye shall build up my church in every region (2) until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may Gathered in One, that ye may be My people and I will be your God” 
D&C 45:64-66, 69: “The elders are to “(1)….call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me (2) and with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God. And there shall be Gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” 
D&C 58:48-49: “And let them (1) build up churches, inasmuch as the inhabitants of the earth will repent. And let their (2) be an agent appointed by the voice of the church…to receive moneys to purchase lands in Zion” 
D&C 101:74: “(1) And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel (2) they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion” 
The above scriptures correspond with the remarks of the Savior to the Nephites: 

3 Nephi 21:22-24: “But if they will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, (1) I will establish my church among them….and they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, (2) that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem.” 

All of the above scriptures teach in plainness and simplicity that the church is first to be established, strengthened, and built up in all regions. Then when the appointed time arrives the saints are to gather to establish Zion in preparation for the Second Coming. The first stage of this plan has found fulfillment in the establishment and building up of the church through wards and stakes supported by Temples in many nations of the Earth. The second stage of the Gathering to Zion will take place at the time of the Final Harvest.
The Gathering to Zion will take place from all Nations
The saints will be gathered out from all nations where the church has been established to the City of the New Jerusalem and to the other cities in the surrounding areas:  

D&C 45: 66, 69, 71: “And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…... And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another…...And it shall come to pass that the righteous shall be gathered out from among all nations, and shall come to Zion, singing with songs of everlasting joy”. 
D&C 64:41-42: “For behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish, and the Glory of the Lord shall be upon her; and she shall be ensign unto the people, and there shall come unto her out of every nation under Heaven.” 
D&C 133:7, 12, 14: “Yea, verily I say unto you again, the time has come when the voice of the Lord is unto you: Go ye out of Babylon; gather ye out from among the nations, from the four winds, from one end of Heaven to the other…... Let them therefore who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion…. Go ye out from among the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon” 
Isaiah records that the Gathering from the far-off nations will take place swiftly:

Isaiah 5:26-27: “And He will lift up an Ensign to the nations from far, and will hiss unto them from the end of the earth; and behold they shall come with speed swiftly: None shall be weary nor stumble among them; none shall slumber nor sleep; neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed, nor the latchet of their shoes be broken” 

The above prophesy of Isaiah could only be accomplished through the means of air travel.

Enoch prophesied that the elect would be gathered from the four quarters of the earth to a place prepared: 

Moses 7:62 extracts: “And righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City……”
The Prophet Joseph Smith after quoting the above scripture declared: “And now I ask how righteousness and truth are going to sweep the earth as with a flood? I will answer. Men and angels are to be co-workers in bringing to pass this great work, and Zion is to be prepared, even a New Jerusalem, for the elect that are to be gathered from the four quarters of the earth, and to be established an Holy City, for the Tabernacle of the Lord shall be with them.” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 84
The Prophet further stated: “In speaking of the Gathering, we mean to be understood as speaking of it according to scripture, the Gathering of the Elect of the Lord out of every nation on earth, and bringing them to the place of the Lord of Hosts, when the City of Righteousness shall be built, and where the people shall be of one heart and one mind, when the Saviour comes; yea, where the people shall walk with God like Enoch, and be free from sin. The word of the Lord is precious; and when we read that the veil spread over all nations will be destroyed, and the pure in heart see God, and reign with Him a thousand years on earth, we want all honest men to have a chance to gather and build up a City of Righteousness….  Ibid. Page 93.
The Final Gathering of the Saints will be to One Place for Safety
The Lord stated further in Section 29 that the final gathering in the Last Days will be to one place in preparation for the tribulations to come:

D&C 29:7-9: “And ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts. Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked. For the hour is nigh, and the day soon at hand when the earth is ripe; and all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that wickedness shall not be upon the earth.” 
In Section 29 it explains more about the destructions that will precede the Second Coming which will necessitate the gathering of the Lord’s people for their preservation. These destructions include “a great hailstorm sent forth to destroy the crops of the earth” (V 16) and “Flies…which shall take hold of the inhabitants thereof and shall eat their flesh….” (V 18)

To escape these devastating events The City of the New Jerusalem and surrounding cities are identified as the ‘one place’ of Zion to which the saints will gather for their safety and protection:
D&C 45:65-69: “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you. And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God and the glory of the Lord shall be there, and the terror of the Lord also shall be there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto it, and it shall be called Zion.

And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety and there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” 

The Saints are to warn by both ‘word and flight’ that desolation will come upon the earth: 

D&C 63:32-37: “I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; And the saints shall hardly escape; nevertheless I the Lord am with them…Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion…and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.”   (See Moses 7: 60-62)
Jeremiah testified of the need for the Children of Israel to gather as one that they might dwell safely:

Jeremiah 32:37-39: “Behold I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God: and I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, and of their children.” See Ezekiel 28:25-26
Jeremiah 30:10: “Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the Lord; neither be dismayed O Israel: for lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid” 
It is after the Lord’s people are gathered that the following prophecies of Isaiah will be fulfilled:

Isaiah 60:18: “Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise.” 
Isaiah 54:13-14: “And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy children. In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from oppression; for thou shalt not fear and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.” 
The Prophet Joseph Smith also testified that the gathering together of all the Saints would be the means of saving them temporally: 

“In addition to all temporal blessings, there is no other way for the saints to be saved in these last days, than by the gathering as the concurrent testimony of all the Holy Prophets clearly proves…. It is also the concurrent testimony of all the prophets, that this gathering together of all the saints, must take place before the Lord comes to ‘take vengeance upon the ungodly’, and ‘to be glorified and admired by all those who obey the Gospel’. The fiftieth psalm, from the first to the fifth verse inclusive, describes the glory and majesty of that event.” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Page 183
Joseph also testified that without Zion as a place of deliverance the Saints would fall:
“Take away the Book of Mormon and the revelations, and where is our religion? We have none; for without Zion, and a place of deliverance, we must fall, because the time is near when the sun shall be darkened, and the moon turn to blood, and the stars fall from heaven, and the earth reel to and fro. Then, if this is the case, and if we are not sanctified and gathered to the places God has appointed, with all our former professions and our great love for the bible, we must fall; we cannot stand; we cannot be saved; for God will gather out his saints from the Gentiles, and then comes desolation and destruction, and none can escape except the pure in heart who are gathered.” Ibid page 71
Inasmuch as the Lord has stated that no one knows ‘the day nor the hour’ (see D&C 133:11, D&C 49:7; Matthew 24:36) and that the promised ‘desolation of abomination’ will come as a ‘whirlwind (see D&C 63:6, 97:22, 112:24;) it behoves the saints to be prepared at the earliest opportunity.

Correspondence
Elder David A. Bednar,

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,

47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, 

Utah 84150-1200, U.S.A                      
                                                                    9 July 2007

Dear Elder Bednar,

At the Brigham Young University-Idaho devotional on the 31 Oct 2006 you spoke on the subject of “The spirit and purposes of the gathering”. I have studied, pondered and prayed about this subject and the related topic of Zion over many years. Unfortunately, as I read your message, I felt that it did not reflect the full truth on this vitally important principle of the Gospel. 

For example, you state that one of the purposes of the gathering is that “The Lord gathers His people …to build up the Church” and to support this concept you then quote D&C 101:63-64 which actually relates to the future Redemption of Zion. You also state concerning the places of gathering “The Lord’s people are gathered into His Restored Church…” and further quote D&C 101:64-65 which again refers to the Redemption of Zion. In other words, you are saying that the building up of the church throughout the earth today is the actual Gathering to Zion spoken of in the scriptures.

May I share with you the following scriptures that clearly state the opposite to this concept? They clearly teach that the Church is first to be built up in all nations and then the saints are to be strengthened and prepared for the future Gathering to Zion:

“Hearken, O ye elders of my church…… (1).ye shall build up my church in every region (2) until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may Gathered in One, that ye may be My people and I will be your God” D&C 42:1, 8-9 (numbers added)

The elders are to “(1) ….call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me (2) and with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God. And there shall be Gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another. D&C 45:64-66, 69 (numbers in bold added for emphasis)

“(1) And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel (2) they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way, they may establish Zion” D&C 101:74 

“And let them (1) build up churches, inasmuch as the inhabitants of the earth will repent. And let their (2) be an agent appointed by the voice of the church…to receive moneys to purchase lands in Zion” D&C 58:48-49
These scriptures correspond with the remarks of the Savior to the Nephites: 
“But if they will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, (1) I will establish my church among them…. and they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, (2)  that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem. 3 Nephi 21:22-24

All of the above scriptures teach in plainness that the church is first to be established, strengthened and built up in all areas. Then when the appointed time arrives the saints are to purchase the appointed lands and then gather to establish Zion in preparation for the Second Coming. The first stage of this great plan has found great fulfilment in the establishment and building up of the church through branches and wards, districts and stakes supported by Temples in many nations of the Earth. The second stage of the Gathering to Zion will not take place until the time of the Final Harvest.

In fact, the two-fold reason for the establishment of the church in the last days is explained in the revelation on the Priesthood in Doctrine and Covenants Section Eighty-Four. The House of Israel, the Lord’s people are first to be restored to the true fold of God and then they are to be gathered to Zion as one people.

“Yea, the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for (1) the Restoration of His people, as He has spoken by the mouth of His prophets, and (2) for the Gathering of His saints to stand upon mount Zion, which shall be the City of the New Jerusalem” D&C 84:2
In your talk you also refer to the present day gathering into churches in all nations  as the fulfilment of the parable of the Wheat and Tares and that the final harvest is now taking place: You state  “This supernal spiritual process variously is described in the scriptures as gathering out the wheat from the tares” You refer to D&C 86:7 which states: “Therefore, let the wheat and the tares grow together until the harvest is fully ripe; then ye shall first gather out the wheat from among the tares, and after the gathering of the wheat, behold and lo, the tares are bound in bundles and the field remaineth to be burned.” 

This parable however will not be fulfilled until the Redemption of Zion when there will be a complete separation of the righteous and the wicked. The wheat (meaning the righteous members of the Lord’s Church) and the tares will continue to be together as they are today until the harvest is fully ripe. The Lord explained in D&C 105 that He required two key elements before the harvest is fully ripe and Zion is redeemed: “…. but first let my army become very great, and let it be sanctified before me” D&C 105:31. In other words through growth and spiritual maturity the wheat would become fully ripe and ready to establish Zion to become a separate society.

When this growth and maturity is reached there will of necessity be a complete separation of the righteous (wheat) and the wicked (tares) as taught in the parable of the Ten Virgins:  “Until that hour there will be foolish virgins among the wise; and at that hour cometh an entire separation of the righteous and the wicked.” D&C 63:54  

Where will the wheat be gathered to and how will this happen. The answer is again clearly given in D&C 101:64-74 which you partly quoted:

“That the work of the gathering together of my saints may continue, that I may be build them up unto my name upon the holy places; for the time of harvest is come, and my word must needs be fulfilled. Therefore, I must gather together my people, according to the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares that the wheat may be secured in the garners to possess Eternal Life and be crowned with Celestial Glory…. while the tares shall be bound in bundles and their bands made strong, that they may be burned with unquenchable fire. (Where is the gathering in fulfilment of this parable?)

Therefore, a commandment I give unto all the churches that they shall continue to gather together unto the places which I have appointed. Nevertheless, as I have said unto you in a former commandment let all things be prepared before you. And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things-Which saith or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my saints. All the land which can be purchased in Jackson County and the counties round about and leave the residue in mine hand. 
Now verily I say unto you, let all the churches gather together all their moneys; let these things be done in their time, but not in haste; and observe to have all things prepared before you And let honourable men be appointed, even wise men and send them to purchase the lands. And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion” D&C 101:64-74

These scriptures are clear and unmistakable. The land of Zion at ‘Jackson County and the counties round about’ is the place where the wheat will be gathered and secured. When the churches are ‘built up’ they are to buy the designated lands at the appointed time and then gather upon them to live the Law of Consecration and establish Zion.

To only quote D&C 101:63-64 and apply these scriptures to the present building up of the church instead of the Gathering to Zion is to take them out of context and give the wrong meaning to a fundamental doctrine of the Gospel. The Doctrine and Covenants section 101 explains that when the nations reach the fulness of iniquity it will then be necessary for the saints to gather to escape the wrath of God:
“Mine indignation is soon to be poured out without measure upon all nations; and this will I wdo when the cup of their iniquity is full… And in that day all mine Israel shall be saved and they that have been scattered shall be gathered.” D&C 101:11-13

The gathering as one people (not scattered in all nations) will be the means by which the Lord offers safety and protection to His people as the following scriptures testify:

“And ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts. Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.” D&C 29:7-8

The saints will not be prepared unless they are gathered to this ‘One Place’. This ‘One Place’ is identified in scripture as the Land of Zion: 

“I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; And the saints shall hardly escape; nevertheless I the Lord am with them…Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the Land of Zion…and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.” D&C 63:32-37 See D&C 42:8-9

In your talk as part of the blessings of the gathering today you quote Moses 7:61 which states that the saints will be preserved from the great tribulations of the Last Days. You did not quote the next verse which explains precisely how this will happen:
“And righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of My coming; for there shall be My Tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” Moses 7:62 
The Prophet Joseph Smith after quoting the above scripture declared:

“And now I ask how righteousness and truth are going to sweep the earth as with a flood? I will answer. Men and angels are to be co-workers in bringing to pass this great work, and Zion is to be prepared, even a New Jerusalem, for the elect that are to be gathered from the four quarters of the earth, and to be established an holy city, for the tabernacle of the Lord shall be with them.” Teachings of the P.J.S page 84
He further stated concerning the Gathering:
“In speaking of the Gathering, we mean to be understood as speaking of it according to scripture, the Gathering of the Elect of the Lord out of every nation on earth, and bringing them to the place of the Lord of Hosts, when the City of righteousness shall be built, and where the people shall be of one heart and one mind, when the Saviour comes..  Ibid.Page 93
I leave with you my testimony that the present day building up of the church throughout the earth is not the Gathering to Zion spoken of in the Doctrine and Covenants. This gathering will not take place until the time of the final harvest when of necessity there will be a complete separation of the righteous and the wicked. The righteous will be gathered out to Zion meaning ‘Jackson County and the counties round about’ as spoken of clearly in Doctrine and Covenants section 101. 
It is my testimony that a Zion society cannot be established without the Celestial Law of Consecration. (D&C 105:5) We therefore do not have Zion anywhere upon the earth at this time in the full meaning of the word.  The saints therefore are not yet prepared for the Second Coming and the destructions that will precede it.

Yours sincerely

Malcolm E. Twigg
I received the following kind reply from Elder Bednar
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah, 84150-1200

                                                 July 25, 2007

Address

Dear Brother Twigg:

I have received your letter of July 9 regarding your ideas and research regarding the theme of “gathering”. Thank you for taking the time to write.

I send to you my warm regards and best wishes

Sincerely

David A. Bednar

Letter to Elder Russell M. Nelson

Elder Russell M. Nelson

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,

47 East South Temple Street,

Salt Lake City,

Utah 84150-1200                      
                                                            17 March 2007

Dear Elder Nelson

I was disappointed in the way you used certain scriptures in your talk at the October General Conference (2006) “The gathering of scattered Israel.” Without doubt you gave an understanding different from the original intent of certain scriptures. 

For example your use of 2 Nephi 9: 2 (your reference No 41) in which you only quote part of the scripture “shall be gathered home to the lands of their inheritance, and shall be established in all their lands of promise” You then imply by your following statements that this scripture refers to the church as a whole by quoting Bruce R. McConkie “Every nation is the gathering place for its own people” You are basically using this scripture to justify a viewpoint that there are many lands of promise where the saints will build Zion. Is that really the original meaning of this scripture in the Book of Nephi? Please remember that it is less than honest to take a scripture and use it out of context from its original meaning.

The full verse of scripture shows clearly that 2 Nephi 9:2 is referring to the Jews. The verse starts “That he has spoken unto the Jews, by the mouth of Holy Prophets even from the beginning down, from generation to generation until the time comes that they (Meaning the Jews) shall be etc. This scripture has clear reference to the Jews.
Elder McConkie also used the latter part of the scripture 2 Nephi 6:11 in a similar way to that of 2 Nephi 9:2 because it states, “they shall be gathered together again to the lands of their inheritance”. Again, however this has clear reference to the Jews when we look at all of the verses connected with this phrase.

“And now I Jacob would speak somewhat concerning these words. For behold, the Lord has shown me that those who were at Jerusalem, from whence we came, have been slain and carried away captive. Nevertheless, the Lord has shown unto me that they should return again. 
“And He also has shown unto me that the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, should manifest himself unto them in the flesh; and after he should manifest himself they should scourge him and crucify him, according to the words of the angel who spake it unto me. And after they have hardened their hearts and stiffened their necks against the Holy One of Israel, behold, the judgments of the Holy One Israel shall come upon them. And the day cometh that they shall be smitten and afflicted. Wherefore, after they are driven to and fro, for thus saith the angel, many shall be afflicted in the flesh, and shall not be suffered to perish, because of the prayers of the faithful; they (the Jews) shall be scattered, and smitten, and hated; nevertheless, the Lord will be merciful unto them, that when they shall come to the knowledge of their Redeemer, they shall be gathered together again to the lands of their inheritance.” 2 Nephi 6:8-11.
Again, these scriptures have clear reference to the Jews. Other scriptures that give additional light on this subject are again referring to the Jews. The following scripture makes clear the understanding of what it means to be restored unto the lands of their inheritance: 
“And they who shall not be destroyed shall be scattered among all nations. But behold saith the Lord God: When the day cometh that they shall believe in me, that I am the Christ, then have I covenanted with their fathers that they shall be restored in the flesh, upon the earth, unto the lands of their inheritance. And it shall come to pass that they shall be gathered in from their long dispersion, from the Isles of the sea, and from the four parts of the earth; and the nations of the Gentiles shall be great in the eyes of me, saith God, in carrying them forth to the lands of their inheritance.” 2 Nephi 10:6-7.
Not remaining in their lands but carrying them forth to the lands of their inheritance. 
This scripture is so plain that it requires no further explanation.

2 Nephi 10:3-9 is all about the Jews

2 Nephi 10:10-19 then teaches that the descendents of Lehi and the converted Gentiles will inherit the land of America.    (See also 3 Nephi 21:14, 22-23)
Nephi also quotes Isaiah on the same subject: 

“For the Lord will have mercy on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set them in their own land…And the people shall take them and bring them to their own place; yea, from far unto the ends of the earth; and they shall return to their lands of promise.” 
2 Nephi 24:1-2 extracts.

In this scripture it is very plain what it means to return to their lands of promise-“set them in their own land”. The land from where they came originally- Jerusalem.
All these scriptures including 2 Nephi 9:2 and 2 Nephi 6:11 are referring to the covenant the Lord has made with the people of His birth –the Jews. Jesus said: 
“And I will remember the covenant which I made with my people; and I have covenanted with them that I would gather them together in mine own due time, that I would give unto them again the land of their fathers for their inheritance, which is the land of Jerusalem, which is the promised land unto them forever, saith the Father.  
“Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father among all nations in preparing the way whereby his people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance. (note- singular) And they shall go out from all nations. 3 Nephi 21:28-29
I also refer you to the Conference talk in April 1981 by President Marion G. Romney who was then Second Counselor in the First Presidency, Titled “The Restoration of Israel to the Lands of their Inheritance.”  President Romney quotes these same scripture 2 Nephi 9:2 used by Elder McConkie in an entirely different context and in their true meaning referring to the Jews.
The scriptures of the Book of Mormon explain in simplicity that there are two lands of promise to which the House of Israel will gather:  One land for the House of Joseph and the converted Gentiles, (See Ether 13:6-8, 2 Nephi 10:10-19, 3 Nephi 16:16, 3 Nephi 20:13-14, 21-22, 3 Nephi 21:14, 22-24) and the other for the Jews as in the scriptures already cited.
The following scriptures in the Doctrine and covenants explain the true use of the phrase ‘Lands of their Inheritances.’ Please refer to D&C 103:11-14; D&C 109:47 and v 64

The words land or lands are used interchangeably in the book of Mormon but refer to the same gathering. Note the following scriptures: Mormon 5:14; 2 Nephi 25:11; 3 Nephi 21:28; 3 Nephi 20:33

In your talk, you also quote from 3 Nephi 21:1 and state “that the Lord has commenced to gather Israel”. However, verses 22-24 of the same chapter teach that first “I will establish my church among them” (v22) “And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem” (v24)

If they are “scattered upon all the face of the land” how can they be already gathered now?

This correlates with other scriptures on the same subject that the Church is first to be built up in all areas and second the Church will then be gathered to the lands of Zion:
The elders are to “(1) ….call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me (2) and with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.
 D&C 45:64-66, 69

“Hearken, O ye elders of my church…… (1).ye shall build up my church in every region-(2) until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God” D&C 42:1, 8-9 

The two-fold reason for the establishment of the church is explained in the revelation on the priesthood. The House of Israel, the Lord’s people are first to be restored to the true fold of God and then they are to be gathered to Zion as one people.

“Yea, the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for (1) the restoration of His people, as He has spoken by the mouth of His prophets, and (2) for the gathering of His saints to stand upon mount Zion, which shall be the city of the New Jerusalem” D&C 84:2
“(1) And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel (2) they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way, they may establish Zion.”  D&C 101:74 see also D&C 31:7-8 D&C 58:48-49
The House of Israel wherever they have been scattered are to come unto the Saviour, and then be gathered out from among the nations to their appointed land of inheritance: 

“Yea, the work shall commence among all the dispersed of my people, with the Father to prepare the way whereby they may come unto me, that they may call on the Father in my name. Yea, and then shall the work commence among all nations in preparing the way whereby His people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance. And they shall go out from all nations; and they shall not go out in haste, nor go by flight, for I will go before them, saith the Father, and I will be their rearward. 3 Nephi 21:27-29

It states in this scripture that when the time for the gathering comes “they shall go out from all nations”. Converted Israel remains scattered in their lands of conversion (3 Nephi 21:12) until the future Gathering to Zion. This correlates perfectly again with the teachings in the Doctrine and Covenants. 

“And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…... And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another…...And it shall come to pass that the righteous shall be gathered out from among the nations, and shall come to Zion, singing with songs of everlasting joy”. D&C 45: 66, 69, 71

Enoch prophesied: “And righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City……” Moses 7:62 extracts

The Prophet Joseph Smith after quoting Moses 7:61-62 declared:

“And now I ask how righteousness and truth are going to sweep the earth as with a flood? I will answer. Men and angels are to be co-workers in bringing to pass this great work, and Zion is to be prepared, even a New Jerusalem, for the elect that are to be gathered from the four quarters of the earth, and to be established an holy city, for the tabernacle of the Lord shall be with them.” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 84
He further stated:

“In speaking of the gathering, we mean to be understood as speaking of it according to scripture, the gathering of the elect of the Lord out of every nation on earth, and bringing them to the place of the Lord of Hosts, when the City of Righteousness shall be built, and where the people shall be of one heart and one mind, when the Saviour comes; yea, where the people shall walk with God like Enoch, and be free from sin. The word of the Lord is precious; and when we read that the veil spread over all nations will be destroyed, and the pure in heart see God, and reign with Him a thousand years on earth, we want all honest men to have a chance to gather and build up a city of righteousness….  
Ibid. Page 93.
You also state in your talk that “Zion is the pure in heart” (D&C 97:21 and that “Zion is wherever righteous Saints are" but the scriptures teach that it is also much more. The Key to understand the concept of Zion is to know that it is a composite term

The complete Zion as spoken of in the Doctrine and Covenants is a composite term made up of vital component parts each of which is essential to obtain the full meaning thereof. The essential parts are:
Zion is a distinct place:
“And the nations of the Earth shall honour her, and shall say: Surely Zion is the City of our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there; and he hath sworn by the power of his might to be her salvation and her high tower.”  D&C 97:19-20

Zion is the Pure in Heart: “Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion – The Pure in Heart; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn.” – D&C 97:21 

Zion requires the Celestial Law: “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.” – D&C 105:5 teaches that this must include the law of consecration. (See also v 4, 29, 32, 34 and D&C 52:15, 58:19, 82:15, 97:25, 119:1, 3, 5, and 6, D&C 78:4-8.)

Hugh Nibley a great advocate of Zion stated: 
Zion is any community in which the Celestial Order prevails.

Zion is the pure in heart, 

But Zion is also a real city or any number of real cities.

See BYU lecture series 1971/2 ‘Our glory or our condemnation’ 

Zion is a composite term comprised of several vital integral parts, each of which is essential to obtain the full blessings thereof. Sometimes in reference to Zion the scriptures use one of the integral parts as if it were referring to the whole such as in D&C 97:21-the Pure in Heart. However, to emphasize in writings or statements one part of Zion, whilst neglecting the other aspects, is clearly taking the meaning of the word Zion out of context and is misleading. This could cause an imbalance in our understanding of the full meaning of the concept, which in turn can then lead to erroneous doctrine. We need to be aware of all the essential component parts that are required to build the complete Zion as taught clearly in the Doctrine and Covenants.

Joseph Fielding Smith said: “It is wrong to take one passage of scripture and isolate it from all other teachings dealing with the same subject. We should bring together all that has been said by authority on the question. If we were to make a photograph, it would be necessary for all your rays of light to be properly focused on the subject. If this were not done, then a blurred picture would be the result. This is the case when we try to obtain a mental picture when we have only a portion of the facts dealing with the subject.” D.O.S 2:95-96.
So, in essence it is clear that we cannot have Zion in its complete sense without the United Order –the Law of Zion. Based on this truth we therefore do not have Zion established anywhere on the earth at this time. I would sincerely like to meet with you and further discuss these and other scriptures concerning the Gathering of Israel and the concept of Zion. They are subjects of the Gospel that I have studied over many years and I have a strong testimony of their importance.

Yours Sincerely Malcolm E. Twigg 

(Note: I did not receive a reply from Elder Nelson.)
The Scriptures Teach there will be Two Main Gathering Places in the Last Days

D&C 133:12-13: “Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion. And let them who be of Judah flee unto Jerusalem, unto the mountains of the Lord’s house”. 
The Land of Israel is the gathering place for the tribe of Judah:

D&C 42:24-25: “And this I have told you concerning Jerusalem; and when that day shall come, shall a remnant be scattered among all nations; but they shall be gathered again but they shall remain until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 
3 Nephi 20:29: “And I will remember the covenant which I have made with my people; and I have covenanted with them that I would gather them together in mine own due time, that I would give unto them again the land of their fathers for their inheritance, which is the land of Jerusalem, which is the promised land unto them forever, saith the Father.” See also D&C 45:41-43; 77:15; Micah 4:1-2; Isaiah 52:8-10; Ether 13:5-8.

The Land of Missouri and surrounding areas is the gathering place for the tribe of Joseph

Ether 13:6, 8: “And that a New Jerusalem should be built up upon this land, unto the remnant of the seed of Joseph…wherefore, the remnant of the house of Joseph shall be built upon this land; and it shall be a land of their inheritance; and they shall build up a Holy City unto the Lord, like unto the Jerusalem of old”
3 Nephi 20:21-22: “And it shall come to pass that I will establish my people, O House of Israel. And behold this people will I establish in this land, unto the fulfilling of the covenant which I made with your father Jacob; and it shall be a New Jerusalem….”
3 Nephi 21:22-24: “But if they (The Gentiles) will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will establish my church among them, and they shall come in unto the covenant and be numbered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance; and they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, that they may build a City, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they (The Gentiles) assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem”
D&C 57:1-2: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, who have assembled yourselves together, according to my commandments, in this land, which is the land of Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of the saints. Wherefore, this is the Land of Promise, and the place for the City of Zion.”
President Joseph Fielding Smith taught concerning the rights of heirs: 

“Every person who embraces the Gospel becomes of the House of Israel. In other words, they become members of the chosen lineage or Abraham’s children through Isaac and Jacob unto whom the promises were made. As descendants of Joseph, modern day members of the Lord’s church inherit the blessings promised to Joseph’s posterity. That is why the Lord has promised those of his latter-day church an inheritance in the land promised to Joseph’s posterity with its “centre place” in Missouri.” Doctrines of Salvation 3:246
Charles W. Penrose a counselor in the First Presidency in his article the ‘The Second Advent’ stated:

“We may consider the inhabitants of the earth at the time immediately preceding the Coming of Christ under three general headings.
First: The Saints of God gathered in one place on the Western Continent called Zion, busily preparing for His appearance in their midst as their Redeemer who had shed His blood for their salvation, now coming to reign over them and to reward them for their labors in establishing his government:
Second: the Jews gathered to Jerusalem and also expecting the Messiah, but not believing that Jesus of Nazareth was the Son of God, and being in danger of destruction from their Gentile enemies:
Third: the corrupt nations and kingdoms of men who, rejecting the light of the Gospel, are unprepared for the Lord’s advent and are almost ripe for destruction.
The Latter-day Saints' Millennial Star September 10, 1859, pp. 581-584

Elder James E. Talmage after quoting the following scriptures 3 Nephi 21:22-28; D&C 29:2, 7-8; 133:4, 7 (Also refers the reader to D&C 31:8; 38:31; 45:25; 77:14; 84:2) stated:
“It is evident that the Plan of Gathering comprises:

1. Assembling in the land of Zion of the people of Israel from the nations of the earth

2. Return of the Jews to Jerusalem
3. Restoration of the lost tribes

As quoted in the Book “Articles of Faith” by James E. Talmage page 336-337 
The Prophet Joseph Smith spoke of the two gathering places: 

“By it (the Book of Mormon) we learn………that the land of America is a promised land unto them, and unto it all the tribes of Israel will come with as many Gentiles as shall comply with the requisitions of the new covenant. But the tribe of Judah will return to the old Jerusalem.

The City of Zion spoken of by David, in the one hundred and second psalms, will be built upon the land of America, “And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads.” (Isaiah 35:10); and then they will be delivered from the overflowing scourge that shall pass through the land. But Judah shall obtain deliverance at Jerusalem. These are the testimonies that the good Shepherd will put forth His own sheep, and lead them out from all nations where they have been scattered in a cloudy and dark day, to Zion, and to Jerusalem; besides many more testimonies which might be bought.” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 17

The Saints are to Stand in the Holy Places of the Old and New Jerusalem
The New Jerusalem with its adjoining Cities of Zion and the Old Jerusalem constitute the ‘Holy Places’ to which the Lord commands His people to gather together and stand in preparation for His Second Coming:

D&C 45:31-32: “And there shall be men standing in that generation that shall not pass until they shall see an overflowing scourge; for a desolating sickness shall cover the land. But my disciples shall stand in Holy Places and shall not be moved; but among the wicked, men shall lift up their voices and curse God and die.” see D&C 87:6-8
The above scripture in D&C 45 has reference to the Holy Place of the Old Jerusalem D&C 45:41-42 and the New Jerusalem D&C 45:64-71
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