Catholic Church and LDS Church
What the Catholic Church Teaches Concerning the beliefs of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints?

My Catholic Life!
https://mycatholic.life/catholic-question-and-answer/q-mormons-and-catholics/
(NOTE: Mormons are not Christians and their baptism is not acceptable)

Q. Mormons and Catholics

Q. I met a Mormon guy while I was at a summer camp. He told me he was a Christian, but I always thought I heard that they aren’t. What are they?
A. Good question! Though I’m not an expert on the Mormon religion, I’d be happy to shed some light on this question and even broaden it to other Christian religions.

One of the most central beliefs of all Christians, including Catholics, is that there is one God. This God is the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—three distinct Persons yet one divine Nature. The Council of Nicaea, in 325 AD, defined the Son as “consubstantial” with the Father. In other words, He is of the same substance or essence as the Father. This also applies to the Holy Spirit. God the Son took on a second nature when He became man, so the Son is both God and man.

This central belief of Christianity is one that Mormonism does not share. Mormons claim to believe that Jesus is divine, but that He and the Father are not of the same divine nature. Rather, they believe the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three distinct gods. They believe these three gods are united in the same purpose but are not of the one and only divine essence.

That might all seem confusing and overly philosophical, but it really is at the heart of what we believe as Christians. Therefore, if anyone denies this fundamental belief, that there is one God rather than three gods, then we would have to say their beliefs are not the same as ours. It’s fair, then,  to say that Mormons and Catholics differ in their belief about the Trinity in an essential way. All of the mainstream Protestant religions, however, believe the same as Catholics regarding the Trinity.

So what’s the bottom line? The bottom line is that Mormons do not have the same essential Christian belief in the Trinity as we do. In fact, it is this essential difference that has led our Church to reject their baptism as a valid one, even though they use the same words as we do. We do, however, accept other Christian baptisms as a valid Sacrament (such as Lutherans, Anglicans, Presbyterians, Baptists, etc.). We accept these baptisms as valid because those Christian denominations believe the same as we do regarding the Trinity and other essential aspects of the Christian faith.

If you were to talk to a Mormon, however, you might find that they do believe many things we do. For that reason, we do not reject anything in their religion that is true. We do, however, reject their doctrine on the Trinity, as well as a number of other essential beliefs regarding salvation, eternal life, Original Sin, Heaven, revelation, etc.

Mormons can certainly be good people and might claim to be Christians, but we do not believe they have the essential beliefs that make a Christian a Christian. End

The Gods of the Mormon Church (extracts from their tract)
On the Catholic Church website there is much criticism and derogatory remarks about the beliefs of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. 
The following three examples are from the Catholic Church web-site.
https://www.catholic.com/tract/the-gods-of-the-mormon-church
“George Orwell, in his novel 1984, did Catholic apologists a great favour by coining the term "doublethink," which he defined as "the power of holding two contradictory beliefs in one’s mind simultaneously, and accepting both of them." It’s the most succinct way of describing certain religious beliefs. For an illustration of doublethink one need look no further than the Mormon Church’s doctrines about God. 

Joseph Smith, Mormonism’s founder, taught the doctrine of a "plurality of gods"—polytheism—as the bedrock belief of his church. He developed this doctrine over a period of years to reflect his belief that not only are there many gods, but they once were mortal men who had developed in righteousness until they had learned enough and merited godhood. 

The Mormon Church uses the term "eternal progression" for this process, and it refers to godhood as "exaltation." Such euphemisms are used because the idea of men becoming gods is blasphemous to orthodox Christians. Needless to say, Smith encountered much hostility to these doctrines and so thought it wise to disguise them with unfamiliar terminology.  

Although he softened his terms, Smith minced no words in explaining his beliefs. "I will preach on the plurality of gods. I am going to tell you how God came to be God. We have imagined and supposed that God was God from all eternity. I will refute that idea, and take away the veil, so that you may see" (King Follett Discourse). 

Mormonism’s founder concluded that his flock didn’t understand the nature of God. No mortal entirely does, of course, but this particular group was handicapped, not helped, by the strange theories expounded by Smith.
True to his word, Smith took away the veil of misunderstanding, only to replace it with a monolithic wall of doublethink. After all, to teach that the all-sovereign God, the infinite and Supreme Being, the Creator and Master of the universe, is merely an exalted man is a fine example of what Orwell had in mind. 

In 1844, shortly before his death in a gun battle at a jail in Carthage, Illinois, Joseph Smith delivered a sermon at the funeral of a Mormon named King Follett. The King Follett Discourse has become a key source for the Mormon Church’s beliefs on polytheism and eternal progression. It’s short and can be purchased at any LDS bookstore for about a dollar. You can read it in half an hour. 

To appreciate the extent of Smith’s departure from traditional Christian thought, it’s important to realize that his doctrines weren’t "revealed" to his church all at once or in their present state. From his first vision in 1820 until his death in 1844, Joseph Smith crafted and modified his doctrines, often altering them so drastically that they became something else entirely as years passed. 

Early in his career as "prophet, seer, and Revelator" of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Smith wrote the Book of Mormon, which he claimed to be the "fullness of the everlasting gospel." In it are passages that proclaim there is only one God and that God can’t change. 

The next time you speak with Mormon missionaries, cite these verses: "I know that God is not a partial God, neither a changeable being; but he is unchangeable from all eternity to all eternity" (Moroni 8:18). 
"For do we not read that God is the same yesterday, today and forever, and in him there is no variableness, neither shadow of changing? And now, if ye have imagined up unto yourselves a god who doth vary, and in whom there is shadow of changing, then ye have imagined up unto yourselves a god who is not a God of miracles" (Mormon 9:9-10). 

It’s hard to be more explicit than that. In his early years Smith did not believe in the "law of eternal progression." He had an orthodox understanding of God’s immutable nature. But at some point, in his theological odyssey, he veered into the land of doublethink. 

Contradictory Views

Remember, Smith maintained the inspiration and truth of the Book of Mormon at the same time he believed the following: "God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens! That is the great secret. If the veil were rent today, and the great God who upholds all worlds and all things by his power, was to make himself visible—I say, if you were to see him today, you would see him like a man in form—like yourselves in all the person, image, and very form as a man; for Adam was created in the very fashion, image, and likeness of God, and received instruction from, and walked, talked and conversed with him, as one man talks and communes with another" (King Follett Discourse). 

This is one of Smith’s more spectacular displays of doublethink. Fourteen years after penning the Book of Mormon, he contradicts his earlier writings with this sermon—but he doesn’t throw aside his earlier teaching. Both are to be accepted. 

If you question a Mormon missionary, he’ll be familiar with the King Follett Discourse (or should be), and he’ll have a "testimony" about the truth of the doctrine of eternal progression. If you have both the Discourse and the Book of Mormon on hand, read these passages to the missionary. Watch his reaction and press for an explanation. Ask him how it’s possible to hold both positions. Mormons revere Joseph Smith as the highest authority in their church. What he said is scripture, and they’re stuck when it comes to this topic. These two teachings from the prophet obviously don’t agree with each other. This is where doublethink kicks in. If Mormons couldn’t believe two contradictory doctrines at once, they’d be forced to throw up their hands in bewilderment. 

They can’t believe that God is at once immutable and changing, that from all eternity he was as he now is, yet he evolved from a mere man. To Mormons this theological contradiction poses no problem because they don’t think through the ramifications of such a position. Your job as an apologist is to show them there is a problem and then to offer a solution to it. 

It’s not enough to say God is eternal and to leave it at that. We need to take his infinite perfection into account. This is where the Mormons falter. They believe that although God is perfect now, he wasn’t always so. Once he was imperfect, as a mortal, and he had to arrive at perfection through his own labor. (You might call it a sort of "hyper-Pelagianism.") 

Jesus Christ

According to Mormon teaching, at one point in the eternities past, this man-become-God, or "Heavenly Father," begat the spirit body of his first son. Together with his heavenly wife, the Father raised his son in the council of the gods. 

Before the creation of this world, Jesus Christ presented to his father a plan of salvation which would enable the billions of future human beings the opportunity of passing through mortality and returning to heaven, there to become gods of their own worlds. At the same time, another son of the Heavenly Father and brother of Christ offered a competing plan. When Christ’s was chosen, the rejected Lucifer led a rebellion of one-third of the population of the heavens and was cast out. 

In time, Mormons believe, the Heavenly Father came to earth and had physical, sexual intercourse with the Virgin Mary. Rejecting both the testimony of Scripture (Luke 1:34-35) and the constant teaching of the Christian Church, Mormons believe Christ was conceived by the Father, and not by the Holy Spirit. (Journal of Discourses 2:268.) 

Moreover, Mormons teach that Christ is a secondary, inferior god. He does not exist from all eternity. (Nor, for that matter, does his Father.) He was first made by a union of his heavenly parents. After having been reared and taught in the heavens, he achieved a certain divine stature. Through carnal relations with her Heavenly Father, the Virgin became pregnant with this lesser god. 

Mormons now believe that Christ’s divinity is virtually equal to that of his Father’s. As we have seen, this is a compromised godhood: Jesus Christ merely joins the end of a long line of gods who have preceded him, an infinite "regression" of divine beings whose origin Mormons cannot explain. (Nor, for that matter, can they explain its end, as we will see when we discuss the doctrine of men becoming gods.

The Holy Ghost

The LDS church teaches that all men must pass through mortality in human bodies before they can reach godhood. Yet their third, separate god, called the Holy Ghost, has not yet received a mortal body, even though he is considered to be another god. Mormon theology typically does not address this contradiction. 

However, that’s not to say that the Holy Ghost is without any body. In fact, he has a "spiritual body," in the actual shape of a man, with head, torso, and limbs. He can be in only one place at once (in this he’s no different from his two superiors in the Mormon "Godhead.") 

Though to the Holy Ghost is now ascribed the power of each Mormon’s individual "testimony" or feeling concerning the truth of Mormon doctrines, he was not always so honored. In fact, Joseph Smith originally acknowledged only two divine personages, referring to the Holy Ghost merely as the "mind" of the two. (Lectures on Faith, 48-49.) 

Latter-Day Saints do not believe that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost are the only three gods there are. Rather, they believe in (though do not worship) a "plurality" of gods, gods without number, each one ruling his own creation. Thus, the three separate gods who rule our universe are finite in power—they sustain and govern only a tiny portion of all that exists. 
In any discussion with a Mormon about Mormonism’s conflicting teachings on the nature of God, you have to cut away the camouflage. You have to get to the central facts. It’s simple, really. Just show them how the Book of Mormon conflicts with Smith’s later teachings. If he was right about God, when was he right? Take your pick, but you can’t pick both, and neither can a Mormon, except if he uses doublethink. If a Mormon chooses either teaching as correct and admits the other must be wrong, Smith’s credibility as a prophet collapses. 
Problems with the Book of Mormon

https://www.catholic.com/tract/problems-with-the-book-of-mormon
“Keep in mind that the missionaries want you to have a feeling about the Book of Mormon after reading it. They’ll tell you that you’ll receive the witness of the Holy Ghost in the form of a "burning in the bosom"—a warm, fuzzy feeling—after reading and praying about it. This feeling is the clincher for them. It’s the real "proof" that the Book of Mormon is inspired Scripture, and everything else follows from that conclusion. 

But think about it. How often have you felt strongly about something or someone, only to learn your feelings were misguided? Feelings, although a part of our human makeup, can’t be a yardstick in matters like this. 

After all, some people might get a good feeling after reading anything from the Communist Manifesto or the Yellow Pages. They could pray about such a feeling, and they could take the lingering of the feeling as some kind of divine approbation, but no such sensation will prove the inspiration of Marx’s or Ma Bell’s writings. 

When you tell the missionaries you don’t need to pray about the Book of Mormon, they’ll think you’re copping out, that you’re afraid to learn the truth. Admittedly, you’ll seem like a cad if you simply refuse and leave it at that. You need to provide them with an explanation for refusing. 

The devout Mormon believes this text is inspired because Joseph Smith said it is. He believes Smith had the authority to claim divine inspiration for the Book of Mormon because the book itself says Smith was a prophet and had such authority. 

Let’s take a closer look at the text the missionaries offer. At first glance the Book of Mormon appears to be biblical in heft and style. It’s couched in tedious "King James" English, and it features color renderings of Mormon scenes made to look like Bible illustrations……….The Book of Mormon itself suffers the same fate when it comes to its own historical support. In a word, it hasn’t got any. 

The Book of Mormon describes a vast pre-Columbian culture that supposedly existed for centuries in North and South America. It goes into amazingly specific detail describing the civilizations erected by the "Nephites" and "Lamanites," who were Jews that fled Palestine in three installments, built massive cities in the New World, farmed the land, produced works of art, and fought large-scale wars which culminated in the utter destruction of the Nephites in A.D. 421. The Latter-Day Saints revere the Book of Mormon as the divinely-inspired record of those people and of Christ’s appearance to them shortly after his crucifixion in Jerusalem. 

The awkward part for the Mormon church is the total lack of historical and archaeological evidence to support the Book of Mormon. For example, after the cataclysmic last battle fought between the Nephites and Lamanites, there was no one left to clean up the mess. Hundreds of thousands of men and beasts allegedly perished in that battle, and the ground was strewn with weapons and armor. 

Keep in mind that A.D. 421 is just yesterday in archaeological terms. It should be easy to locate and retrieve copious evidence of such a battle, and there hasn’t been enough time for the weapons and armor to turn to dust. The Bible tells of similar battles that have been documented by archaeology, battles which took place long before A.D. 421. 

The embarrassing truth—embarrassing for Mormons, that is—is that no scientist, Mormon or otherwise, has been able to find anything to substantiate that such a great battle took place. 

There are other problems with the Book of Mormon. For example, critics of Mormonism have shown convincing proof that the Book of Mormon is a synthesis of earlier works (written by other men), of the vivid imaginings of Joseph Smith, and of simple plagiarisms of the King James Bible. 

The only Bible that Joseph Smith relied on was the King James Version. This translation was based on a good but imperfect set of Greek and Hebrew manuscripts of the Bible. Scholars now know the Textus Receptus contains errors, which means the King James Version contains errors. The problem for Mormons is that these exact same errors show up in the Book of Mormon. 

It seems reasonable to assume that since Smith was a prophet of God and was translating the Book of Mormon under divine inspiration, he would have known about the errors found in the King James Version and would have corrected them for when passages from the King James Version appeared in the Book of Mormon. But the errors went in. 

According to a standard Mormon theological work, Doctrines of Salvation, one finds this definition: "By fullness of the gospel is meant all the ordinances and principles that pertain to the exaltation of the celestial kingdom" (vol. 1, p. 160). That’s an official Mormon statement on the subject. But there’s a problem. 

If the Book of Mormon contains all the ordinances and principles that pertain to the gospel, why don’t Mormonism’s esoteric doctrines show up in it? The doctrine that God is nothing more than an "exalted man with a body of flesh and bones" appears nowhere in the Book of Mormon. Nor does the doctrine of Jesus Christ being the "spirit brother" of Lucifer. Nor do the doctrines that men can become gods and that God the Father has a god above him, who has a god above him, ad infinitum. 

These heterodox teachings, and many others like them, appear nowhere in the Book of Mormon. In fact, pivotal Mormon doctrines are flatly refuted by the Book of Mormon. 

For instance, the most pointed refutation of the Mormon doctrine that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are actually three separate gods is found in Alma 11:28-31: "Now Zeezrom said: ‘Is there more than one God?’ and [Amulek] answered, ‘No.’ And Zeezrom said unto him again, ‘How knowest thou these things?’ And he said: ‘An angel hath made them known unto me.’" 

The Book of Mormon fails on three main counts. First, it utterly lacks historical or archaeological support, and there is an overwhelming body of empirical evidence that refutes it. Second, the Book of Mormon contains none of the key Mormon doctrines. This is important to note because the Latter-Day Saints make such a ballyhoo about it containing the "fullness of the everlasting gospel." (It would be more accurate to say it contains almost none of their "everlasting gospel" at all.) Third, the Book of Mormon abounds in textual errors, factual errors, and outright plagiarisms from other works. 

If you’re asked by Mormon missionaries to point out examples of such errors, here are two you can use. We read that Jesus "shall be born of Mary at Jerusalem, which is in the land of our forefathers" (Alma 7:10). But Jesus was born in Bethlehem, not Jerusalem (Matt. 2:1). 

If you mention this to a Mormon missionary, he might say Jerusalem and Bethlehem are only a few miles apart and that Alma could have been referring to the general area around Jerusalem. But Bethany is even closer to Jerusalem than is Bethlehem, yet the Gospels make frequent reference to Bethany as a separate town. 

Another problem: Scientists have demonstrated that honey bees were first brought to the New World by Spanish explorers in the fifteenth century, but the Book of Mormon, in Ether 2:3, claims they were introduced around 2000 B.C. The problem was that Joseph Smith wasn’t a naturalist; he didn’t know anything about bees and where and when they might be found. He saw bees in America and threw them in the Book of Mormon as a little local color. He didn’t realize he’d get stung by them. 

Tell the Mormon missionaries: "Look, it is foolish to pray about things you know are not God’s will. It would be wrong of me to pray about whether adultery is right, when the Bible clearly says it is not. Similarly, it would be wrong of me to pray about the Book of Mormon when one can so easily demonstrate that it is not the word of God."  
Distinctive Beliefs of the Mormon Church

https://www.catholic.com/tract/distinctive-beliefs-of-the-mormon-church
(Extracts only) 

Are Mormons Protestants? No, but their founder, Joseph Smith, came from a Protestant background, and Protestant presuppositions form part of the basis of Mormonism. 

Still, it isn’t correct to call Mormons Protestants, because doing so implies they hold to the essentials of Christianity—what C. S. Lewis termed "mere Christianity." The fact is, they don’t. Gordon B. Hinckley, the former president and prophet of the Mormon church, says (in a booklet called What of the Mormons?) that he and his co-religionists "are no closer to Protestantism than they are to Catholicism." That isn’t quite right—it would be better to say Mormons are even further from Catholicism than from Protestantism. But Hinckley is right in saying that Mormons are very different from Catholics and Protestants. Let’s examine some of these differences.

Mormons try to attract new members by projecting an image of wholesome family life in their circles. This is an illusion—Mormon Utah has higher than average rates for suicide, divorce, and other domestic problems than the rest of the country. And if Mormonism’s public image of large, happy families, and marriage bring to mind anything, it is polygamy. 

Mormonism, you should understand, is one of those religions which is peculiarly American. (A few others come to mind immediately, such as the Jehovah’s Witnesses and Christian Science.) Although now spread beyond the borders of the United States, Mormonism is so tied to a certain brand of American nationalism that you couldn’t imagine the religion starting anywhere else.

Just as Anglicanism is tied to England, so Mormonism is tied to the United States. Although it is not the established religion of this country, Mormonism has allowed itself to be modified by Congress. 

"In the late 1880s," says Hinckley, "Congress passed various measures prohibiting [polygamy]. When the Supreme Court declared these laws constitutional, the church indicated its willingness to comply. It could do nothing else in view of its basic teachings on the necessity for obedience to the law of the land. That was in 1890. Since then officers of the church have not performed plural marriages, and members who have entered into such relationships have been excommunicated." 

Before Congress acted, Mormons were convinced polygamy was not merely permissible, but positively good, for those "of the highest character who had proved themselves capable of maintaining more than one family." (Section 132 of Doctrine and Covenants is officially subtitled this way: "Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Nauvoo, Illinois, recorded July 12, 1843, relating to the new and everlasting covenant, including the eternity of the marriage covenant, as also plurality of wives.")  Yet this position was dropped when Washington, D.C., threatened to deny statehood to Utah. Similarly, and more recently, a "revelation," saying blacks would no longer be denied the Mormon priesthood, was given to Mormon leaders when the federal government became involved. 

So alcohol (as well as tobacco, tea, and caffeine) is out for the believing Mormon. Here we have an example of Mormonism borrowing from Puritanism. The religion Joseph Smith developed uses elements of various forms of Protestantism. The emphasis on "temperance"—which, to the old-line Protestants, meant not the moderate use of alcohol, but outright abstinence—is one such borrowing. 

The curious thing is that this attitude is contrary to the Bible. It is one of those doctrines, shared by Fundamentalists and Mormons, that is believed independently of the Bible, though the Bible has been searched unsuccessfully for verses that seem to back it……. When Hinckley refers to the "evils of alcohol," he gets it wrong. Alcohol itself is not evil, but the misuse of it is, just as a hammer, which can be used to pound in nails, can be misused to pound in skulls

Plural Heavens

Polygamy was a doctrine some Mormons found hard to accept. Abstinence from alcohol is a teaching many find difficult. But one unique Mormon belief has supposedly brought blessing and relief to many souls, particularly potential converts. Mormonism teaches that practically no one is forever damned to hell. Aside from Satan, his spirit followers, and perhaps a half-dozen notorious sinners, all people who have ever existed will share in heavenly "glory." Not, mind you, all in the same heaven. There are, in fact, three heavens. 

The lowest heaven is populated by adulterers, murderers, thieves, liars and other evil-doers. These share in a glory and delight impossible to imagine…... The middle heaven contains the souls and bodies of good non-Mormons and those Mormons who were in some way deficient in their obedience to church commandments…...The top heaven is reserved for devout Mormons, who go on to become gods and rulers of their own universes. By having their wives and children "sealed" to them during an earthly, temple ceremony, these men-gods will procreate billions of spirits and place them into future, physical bodies. These future children will then worship their father-gods, obeying Mormon commandments, and eventually take their place in the eternal progression to their own godhood. 

Mormons think this doctrine is a strong selling point. They point out (erroneously) that only their church offers families the chance to be together forever in eternity. But read the fine print. The only way you can have your family with you is if each one of them has lived a sterling Mormon life. Otherwise, a spouse, parent, or child may be locked forever in a lower heaven. Indeed, the faithful Mormon wife of a lukewarm Mormon man will leave him behind in an inferior place while she goes on and is sealed to a more devout Mormon gentleman. These two will then beget and raise their own, new family. The LDS slogan, "Families are forever," means fractured families.” END
What the LDS Church thinks of Catholics and their Doctrine

There is nothing in LDS.ORG (2017) that tries to find fault or destroy the Catholic Church or its doctrines. The Church is extremely polite in speaking of other faiths even though some doctrines such as infant baptism are spoken of negatively in LDS scripture. For example: 

Moroni 8:8-23: Listen to the words of Christ, your Redeemer, your Lord and your God. Behold, I came into the world not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance the whole need no physician, but they that are sick; wherefore, little children are whole, for they are not capable of committing sin; wherefore the curse of Adam is taken from them in me, that it hath no power over them; and the law of circumcision is done away in me. And after this manner did the Holy Ghost manifest the word of God unto me; wherefore, my beloved son, I know that it is solemn mockery before God, that ye should baptize little children.

Behold I say unto you that this thing shall ye teach—repentance and baptism unto those who are accountable and capable of committing sin; yea, teach parents that they must repent and be baptized, and humble themselves as their little children, and they shall all be saved with their little children. And their little children need no repentance, neither baptism. Behold, baptism is unto repentance to the fulfilling the commandments unto the remission of sins.

But little children are alive in Christ, even from the foundation of the world; if not so, God is a partial God, and also a changeable God, and a respecter to persons; for how many little children have died without baptism! Wherefore, if little children could not be saved without baptism, these must have gone to an endless hell.
Behold I say unto you, that he that supposeth that little children need baptism is in the gall of bitterness and in the bonds of iniquity; for he hath neither faith, hope, nor charity; wherefore, should he be cut off while in the thought, he must go down to hell. For awful is the wickedness to suppose that God saveth one child because of baptism, and the other must perish because he hath no baptism. Wo be unto them that shall pervert the ways of the Lord after this manner, for they shall perish except they repent. Behold, I speak with boldness, having authority from God; and I fear not what man can do; for perfect love casteth out all fear.

And I am filled with charity, which is everlasting love; wherefore, all children are alike unto me; wherefore, I love little children with a perfect love; and they are all alike and partakers of salvation. For I know that God is not a partial God, neither a changeable being; but he is unchangeable from all eternity to all eternity. Little children cannot repent; wherefore, it is awful wickedness to deny the pure mercies of God unto them, for they are all alive in him because of his mercy. And he that saith that little children need baptism denieth the mercies of Christ, and setteth at naught the atonement of him and the power of his redemption. Wo unto such, for they are in danger of death, hell, and an endless torment. I speak it boldly; God hath commanded me. Listen unto them and give heed, or they stand against you at the judgment-seat of Christ.

For behold that all little children are alive in Christ, and also all they that are without the law. For the power of redemption cometh on all them that have no law; wherefore, he that is not condemned, or he that is under no condemnation, cannot repent; and unto such baptism availeth nothing—But it is mockery before God, denying the mercies of Christ, and the power of his Holy Spirit, and putting trust in dead works.”

Plain and Precious Truths Removed from Scripture

1 Nephi 13: 24-29: “And the angel of the Lord said unto me: Thou hast beheld that the book proceeded forth from the mouth of a Jew; and when it proceeded forth from the mouth of a Jew it contained the fulness of the gospel of the Lord, of whom the twelve apostles bear record; and they bear record according to the truth which is in the Lamb of God.

25 Wherefore, these things go forth from the Jews in purity unto the Gentiles, according to the truth which is in God.

26 And after they go forth by the hand of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, from the Jews unto the Gentiles, thou seest the formation of that great and abominable church, which is most abominable above all other churches; for behold, they have taken away from the gospel of the Lamb many parts which are plain and most precious; and also many covenants of the Lord have they taken away.

27 And all this have they done that they might pervert the right ways of the Lord, that they might blind the eyes and harden the hearts of the children of men.

28 Wherefore, thou seest that after the book hath gone forth through the hands of the great and abominable church, that there are many plain and precious things taken away from the book, which is the book of the Lamb of God.

29 And after these plain and precious things were taken away it goeth forth unto all the nations of the Gentiles; and after it goeth forth unto all the nations of the Gentiles, yea, even across the many waters which thou hast seen with the Gentiles which have gone forth out of captivity, thou seest—because of the many plain and precious things which have been taken out of the book, which were plain unto the understanding of the children of men, according to the plainness which is in the Lamb of God—because of these things which are taken away out of the gospel of the Lamb, an exceedingly great many do stumble, yea, insomuch that Satan hath great power over them.”
Relationship of the Catholic Church and LDS Church in Recent Times
See https://www.thechurchnews.com/leaders/2025/04/21/first-presidency-expresses-condolences-death-pope-francis/
The statement posted on ChurchofJesusChrist.org reads:

“We join the world in mourning the passing of His Holiness Pope Francis. His courageous and compassionate leadership has blessed countless lives. We extend our heartfelt condolences to all who looked to him for inspiration and counsel. As the world pauses to remember his example of forgiveness and service, we feel deep gratitude for the goodness of a life well lived and rejoice in the hope of a glorious resurrection made possible through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ.”

NOTE: Google Mormons and the Catholic Church and see how the Catholic tracts and articles pull apart LDS Doctrine and Church. (Examples at the end of this article)

Catholic News service 19th April 2008 
Ecumenical meeting marks first time Mormons join in Papal Gathering

NEW YORK (CNS) – “For the first time, representatives of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints participated in a papal prayer service -- and it all started over coffee.

In an interview with ……and other reporters before the start of the ecumenical prayer service at St. Joseph's Church in New York April 18, Father James Massa, executive director of the U.S. bishops' Secretariat of Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, said that during a coffee break at a recent meeting a representative of the Latter-day Saints asked him if there was any possibility of their participation in the papal visit.

"My reaction was, 'Why not?' We have shared values and there is a possibility of collaboration on a number of social issues while respecting our theological differences," he said. Father Massa said, "We're not making any theological statements today," adding, "This is a very big statement they (the Latter-day Saints) are making."

He said the Latter-day Saints are "a bit bruised" by reaction to the presidential campaign of Republican Mitt Romney, a Mormon. National polls found that many Americans were uncomfortable with the idea of a Mormon president. Representing the Latter-day Saints at the April 18 meeting in New York were two members of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, Elders M. Russell Ballard and Quentin L. Cook.

Father Massa described the request as coming out of a growing respect between Catholics and Mormons, which began under the leadership of the late Gordon B. Hinckley, long-time president of the Latter-day Saints. During Hinckley's 13-year tenure as president, he met with the current and former bishops of Salt Lake City. And Chicago Cardinal Francis E. George, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, sent condolences when Hinckley died in January.”

Note- a short time later the Pope issued a decree that Mormons would no longer be allowed to look at or copy Catholic registers to research their family history.
Mormon Apostles Welcome New Catholic Bishop in Utah 7 Mar 2017

Church News: Elder M. Russell Ballard and Elder D. Todd Christofferson of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles and Elder L. Whitney Clayton of the Presidency of the Seventy attended the installation ceremony for Bishop Solis on Tuesday afternoon, March 7, 2017, at the Cathedral of the Madeleine.

“Latter-day Saints cherish the long-standing friendship we have developed with the Catholic community in Utah and around the world,” said Elder Ballard. “We look forward to partnering with Bishop Solis as we stand together and give witness to Jesus Christ as His disciples.”

“We celebrate the installation of Bishop Solis as the leader of the Diocese of Salt Lake City and the newest member of our faith community in Utah,” added Elder Christofferson.

“We value our long-standing relationship with The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,” said Bishop Solis. “Our communities share a call to social justice and love for the poor. The task before us is one of building and strengthening our inclusive communities of faith. I look forward to continuing a culture of dialogue and encounter that leads us together to God.”

Bishop Solis replaces former Bishop John C. Wester, who is now the 12th archbishop of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. Elder Ballard attended the installation mass for Archbishop Wester in New Mexico in June 2015. Archbishop Wester established close friendships with senior Latter-day Saint leaders and clergy of other faiths while he was in Utah.

Bishop Solis is a native of the Philippines, where he was ordained a priest. He was the associate pastor of a parish in the Archdiocese of Newark in New Jersey for four years before moving to the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux in south-eastern Louisiana, where he served for a decade. He was named an auxiliary bishop to the Archdiocese of Los Angeles before coming to Utah. 

Prophet Meets Pope Francis at the Vatican Newsroom 9 Mar 2019
President Russell M. Nelson of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints met with Pope Francis inside the Vatican Saturday, the first meeting between a Latter-day Saint president and a pope. The visit comes a day before President Nelson dedicates the Church’s first temple in Rome. President Nelson was joined by President M. Russell Ballard of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles.
Following the 33-minute meeting, President Nelson and President Ballard met with members of the media. "We had a most cordial, unforgettable experience. His Holiness, he was most gracious and warm and welcoming," said President Nelson. He continued, "What a sweet, wonderful man he is, and how fortunate the Catholic people are to have such a gracious, concerned, loving and capable leader."

“………According to President Ballard, they spoke of the close relations the two faiths have in working together on humanitarian projects. "We explained to His Holiness that we work side by side, that we have projects with Catholic Relief Services all over the world in over 43 countries. [We've] been shoulder to shoulder as partners in trying to relieve suffering. He was very interested in that."
Elder Alessandro Dini-Ciacci, a local leader in Rome, also attended the meeting. "How inspiring it was for me to witness two of the leaders of the leading faiths in the world meet together and share brotherhood," he said. "This is beautiful to witness and something we can sure learn from in our association with people of other faiths." Elder Massimo De Feo of the Seventy was present and said the leaders immediately connected. "It was a wonderful feeling to see how they seemed to be like old friends after a minute. President Nelson and Pope Francis share so much love and mutual respect for each other."

Interfaith dialogue has been a practice of Latter-day Saint leaders from the founding days of the faith. Since becoming leader of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 2018, President Nelson has engaged with Roman Catholic prelates during several of his ministry stops. In Texas last November, he met with Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller of the Catholic Archdiocese of San Antonio. And last month in Arizona, he spoke to Most Rev. Thomas J. Olmsted, Catholic Bishop of Phoenix. President Nelson has engaged in similar outreach many times in his 35 years of service as an apostle, traveling to more than 130 countries to minister to Latter-day Saints and friends of the faith. President Nelson was interviewed in October 2018 by Sergio Rubin, the biographer of Pope Francis, during a ministry stop in Uruguay. President Nelson and Mr. Rubin briefly discussed the Rome Italy Temple. “We appreciate the kindness of the pope and the Vatican. They are most gracious in welcoming us,” the prophet said at the time.

Past interfaith dialogue between Catholics and Latter-day Saints at the Vatican includes President Henry B. Eyring (a counselor to the late Church President Thomas S. Monson) shaking hands with Pope Francis during a Vatican summit on marriage. In 2010, President Ballard visited Catholic leaders at the Vatican. In 1995, then-president Gordon B. Hinckley gave a copy of the Encyclopaedia of Mormonism to the Vatican Library.

Catholic and Latter-day Saint leaders have also met in many other places. For example, in 2010 the late Cardinal Francis George (1937–2015), then the leader of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), spoke at Brigham Young University and met with Latter-day Saint apostles. More recently, apostles have discussed issues of common ground with Cardinal Timothy Dolan, archbishop of New York. And several Catholic leaders have made visits to Utah.

In Utah, the Church has cultivated a strong relationship in recent decades with the Roman Catholic Diocese of Salt Lake City. President Ballard and Elder Christofferson joined Catholics in Utah for the installation of Bishop Oscar A. Solis, who was appointed by Pope Francis in 2017 to lead Catholics in Utah. “Latter-day Saints cherish the long-standing friendship we have developed with the Catholic community in Utah and around the world,” President Ballard said at the time. President Ballard also attended the installation mass for Archbishop John C. Wester in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Archbishop Wester, Bishop Solis’s predecessor, was the Catholic bishop in Utah for eight years.

See also https://catholicherald.co.uk/why-catholics-and-mormons-are-setting-aside-their-differences/

President Nelson tells Pope Francis he is heartbroken over Notre Dame fire 18 Apr 2019 Deseret News
SALT LAKE CITY — President Russell M. Nelson of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has sent a personal note of sympathy to Pope Francis after the Notre Dame Cathedral fire.

President Nelson said he was heartbroken by the damage to the 800-year-old church and that he prays it will rise again in "newness of life," according to a news release.

A tweet about the letter was posted on President Nelson's Twitter account.

"Upon learning of the fire at Notre Dame Cathedral," the tweet said, "I wrote @Pontifex Pope Francis to express that Latter-day Saints are remembering our Catholic brothers and sisters. We pray that Notre Dame will rise again in newness of life."
Elder Ardern and Elder Nattress Meet with Catholic Archbishop in Wellington’ church newsroom LDS.org 17 dec 2020

Elder Ian S. Ardern, Pacific Area President of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, accompanied by his wife, Sister Paula Ardern, met with Cardinal John Dew, the Catholic Archbishop of Wellington, in Wellington on 17 December 2020.

The meeting took place in the Wellington Catholic Centre just a short distance from New Zealand’s Parliament buildings.

On behalf of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Elder Ardern and Elder Nattress presented to Cardinal Dew a donation to the Catholic Church to assist in its work to alleviate suffering and strengthen families and individuals experiencing challenges in their lives.

The donation was made possible due to the charitable donations of members and friends of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints around the world to the Church’s humanitarian fund.

"We were delighted to meet with Cardinal John and his associate Anne Dickinson today,” Elder Ardern said.

“While we have some differences in doctrine, we have much in common with our Catholic brothers and sisters. We love Jesus Christ, and strive to follow His teachings and example; we work to strengthen marriages and families; we believe in the sanctity of life; and in helping the poor and the needy with their immediate challenges, and also to become more self-reliant through service, education and gentle support.” END

‘If we can’t get along, it’s downright sinful’: The partnership between Catholics and Latter-day Saints 1 July 2021 Deseret News
Cardinal Timothy Dolan had Elder Quentin L. Cook in stitches Monday while the two sat shoulder to shoulder for a videotaped interview in a room on the campus of the University of Notre Dame.

“When you talk about the essential, essential beliefs, you’re talking about we’re children of the one true God who has made us in his image and likeness, who loves us passionately, who wants us to love him back, and to love one another as brothers and sisters,” said Cardinal Dolan, the archbishop of New York. “That’s doctrine. That’s God’s revelation. And if we can’t get along, it’s downright sinful and scandalous right? Don’t you think?”

“Absolutely, absolutely,” said Elder Cook, a member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. “You said it perfectly.”

A photo from the interview showed Elder Cook laughing hard at another of Cardinal Dolan’s jokes, and when he saw it Elder Cook said he rarely laughs so hard that he closes his eyes like that.

The two have become fast friends. Each was happy to learn that the other was going to attend the inaugural Notre Dame Religious Liberty Summit on Monday and Tuesday, almost exactly two years since they appeared together during an America’s Freedom Festival event at Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah.

The growing Catholic/Latter-day Saint relationship has been fruitful for decades now. Elder Cook shared a slide during his presentation to the Religious Liberty Summit on Monday that showed the extent of the highest-level collaborations on humanitarian aid between Catholic organizations and Latter-day Saint Charities since 1985:

Catholic Relief Services, 210 projects in 59 countries.

Caritas, 142 projects in 33 countries.

Catholic Charities, 99 projects in three countries.

Catholic Community Services, 289 projects in the United States.

It reminded me of what President M. Russell Ballard said outside the Vatican when he and President Russell M. Nelson met with Pope Francis in 2019: “We’ve been shoulder to shoulder as partners, and try to relieve suffering, trying to help people that are struggling.”

Cardinal Dolan shared three reasons he has found friendship with Latter-day Saint leaders.

“First of all, you’ve got to know this, as I’ve shared with you before,” he said to Elder Cook. “I’m a student of American religious history, OK? I had the privilege of being able to do graduate work in American religious history, and the Latter-day Saints are such an essential part of the whole religious fervor, and the whole religious movement in the United States, and maybe the only example we have of a church that has arisen in the United States. So I was always fascinated by it.”

Second, he said the two faiths have become “allies in so many sacred causes,” such as the humanitarian aid projects listed by Elder Cook and the cause of religious liberty.

Third, the cardinal said personal contacts are important. He first became friends with the late Elder L. Tom Perry. He has met with the First Presidency and many others in the Twelve.

“We’re both into the Rolodex theory,” he told Elder Cook. “So, the more names you have with whom you feel comfortable, whom you trust, about whom you would not be afraid to pick up the phone and say, ‘Can I talk to you about something?’ the more you got that, the better off we are right? So that’s my affection and appreciation for you all.”

To read more about the decadeslong effort to build a relationship by both Catholic and Latter-day Saint leaders, read my 2019 story that included clandestine visits by a Latter-day Saint prophet to a Catholic hospital in Salt Lake City.

Elder Christofferson Prays at National Prayer Service 21 Jan 2017 Deseret News

Elder D. Todd Christofferson of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints offered a prayer at the interfaith National Prayer Service this morning, held at the Washington National Cathedral. Twenty-five leaders from various faiths around the United States also prayed at the event.

“There was a wide variety of faiths represented, and it was an honor for us to be included," said Elder Christofferson. "I felt the Church was recognized and honored and that the prayers for the nation were heartfelt — that our leaders would be wise and Spirit-guided. It was a wonderful unity of spirit, unity in behalf of our leadership and for the good of the country," he said.

The traditional prayer service was first held after President Franklin Delano Roosevelt's inauguration in 1933. It’s an opportunity for the new president and vice president to meet with religious leaders to celebrate the inauguration through prayer, readings and musical performances. Trump and Vice President Mike Pence attended the interfaith service. Trump shook hands with Elder Christofferson after the event.
"O, Lord, our Heavenly Father, whose glory is in all the world," Elder Christofferson prayed. "We commend this nation to thy merciful care, that, being guarded by thy Providence, we may dwell secure in thy peace. Grant to Donald John Trump, president of the United States, and to all in authority, thy grace and favor," he continued. "Give them wisdom and strength to know and to do thy will. Endue them with thy heavenly gifts. Fill them with the love of truth and righteousness, and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve this people in thy fear; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end."
The prayer was unusual to Mormon ears.
In fact, the Washington Post — in a story headlined in part with a phrase from his prayer — "Grant Donald Trump … thy grace and favor" — noted that Elder Christofferson "read a prayer adapted from an Episcopal text read at George Washington’s inaugural service rather than a Mormon text."
Mormons rarely use prepared texts for prayers. Elder Christofferson also ended the prayer in the name of Christ, but the wording was unconventional for a Latter-day Saint.
The reason is that he used the exact same prayer given 12 years ago to the day at the second presidential inaugural prayer service for George W. Bush. The speaker that day was Bishop G.E. Patterson, presiding bishop of the Church of God in Christ in Memphis, Tennessee.

Patterson adapted the prayer both from the "Book of Common Prayer 1979" and from "A Prayer for our Civil Rulers," which was read at President George Washington’s inaugural prayer service in 1789.
Blog Comments

1: Isn't this "one God" reference at the end of the Episcopalian prayer (see below) read by Elder Christofferson a tip of the Episcopalian hat to the Trinity? This is the most troubling point. Please correct me if I'm mistaken. " . . through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.


2: Isn't this "one God" reference at the end of the Episcopalian prayer (see below) read by Elder Christofferson a tip of the Episcopalian hat to the Trinity? This is the most troubling point. Please correct me if I'm mistaken. " . . through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end." 
I totally agree and thought the same thing. It also felt like a capitulation to the Evangelical minister Robert Jeffress, who made a big stink about Mormons not being "Christian", due to our belief in the Godhead, vs the Trinity.

3: Wouldn't that be more of a speech than a 'prayer' in LDS lingo? We are taught to pray spontaneously not 'vain repetitions.'

4: Elder Christofferson's prayer included these words: “Grant to Donald John Trump, president of the United States, and to all in authority, thy grace and favor. Give them the wisdom and strength to know and to do thy will. Imbue them with thy heavenly gifts, fill them with the love of truth and righteousness and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve this people." How could God ever grant "grace and favor" to President Trump? How could He give him "the wisdom and strength to know and to do [God's] will"? How could God imbue Trump with "the love of truth and righteousness"? God will not answer this prayer; He cannot, for Trump has made his bed and will have to sleep with his own character, which will not be changed by God; only Trump can make this change.

5: Odd indeed. I had to look twice. I thought it might be someone else who resembled Elder Christofferson.
Ecumenical meeting marks first time Mormons join in papal gathering

Catholic News Service 19th April 2008 NEW YORK (CNS) – 

“For the first time, representatives of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints participated in a papal prayer service -- and it all started over coffee. In an interview with ……and other reporters before the start of the ecumenical prayer service at St. Joseph's Church in New York April 18, Father James Massa, executive director of the U.S. bishops' Secretariat of Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, said that during a coffee break at a recent meeting a representative of the Latter-day Saints asked him if there was any possibility of their participation in the papal visit.

"My reaction was, 'Why not?' We have shared values and there is a possibility of collaboration on a number of social issues while respecting our theological differences," he said. Father Massa said, "We're not making any theological statements today," adding, "This is a very big statement they (the Latter-day Saints) are making."

He said the Latter-day Saints are "a bit bruised" by reaction to the presidential campaign of Republican Mitt Romney, a Mormon. National polls found that many Americans were uncomfortable with the idea of a Mormon president. Representing the Latter-day Saints at the April 18 meeting in New York were two members of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, Elders M. Russell Ballard and Quentin L. Cook.

Father Massa described the request as coming out of a growing respect between Catholics and Mormons, which began under the leadership of the late Gordon B. Hinckley, long-time president of the Latter-day Saints. During Hinckley's 13-year tenure as president, he met with the current and former bishops of Salt Lake City. And Chicago Cardinal Francis E. George, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, sent condolences when Hinckley died in January.”
Personal Note: just after the above meeting the Pope issued a decree that Mormons would no longer be allowed to look at or copy Catholic registers to research their family history. How can “the only true and living church upon the face of the whole earth” (D&C 1:30); and the only church that has the true authority of the priesthood be in alliance with other churches. This is like putting a real diamond ring in the same drawer as polished glass rings. However friendly they desire to be church leaders must be careful not to give any credence to falsehood. In fact, the Lord has explicitly put the responsibility of warning others which includes other churches that only through acceptance of the restored Gospel can salvation be obtained: “and the voice of warning shall be unto all people by the mouths of my disciples whom I have chosen in these last days.” (D&C 1:4)
Catholic-LDS relations through the years - warming trend follows a cold war The Salt Lake Tribune Published August 7, 2009 6:06 pm

That 1867 gesture set the tone for most -- though certainly not all -- of the interactions between Mormons and Catholics in ensuing years.

According to historians, the Latter-day Saints who settled the Salt Lake Valley and the Catholics who began joining them in the 1860s generally had a live-and-let-live relationship.

"During those days, the Catholics and Mormons were operating on two separate tracks pretty much," says Gary Topping, archivist for the Catholic diocese of Salt Lake City. However, he adds, "there was always a little sniping going on."

The predominant Mormons were building their Zion while the Catholics planted parishes, schools and Holy Cross Hospital. Salt Lake City's first Catholic bishop, Lawrence Scanlan, had hoped the schools he started would lead to conversions among LDS children, Topping says. "He was disabused of that pretty quickly."

Murals take on Mormonism » Sometimes, relations were downright ecumenical.

Topping recently found a 1923 letter in the archives of the Utah State Historical Society from a Salt Lake City doctor to a friend who was away from the city for a time. The physician blamed a typographical error on weariness, but he had a good excuse: He had been playing poker until 3 a.m. with an attorney and the leaders of three churches -- LDS President Heber J. Grant, Catholic Bishop Joseph Glass and the Rev. Elmer Goshen of the First Congregational Church.

Yet it was Glass, Salt Lake City's second Catholic bishop, who directly took on doctrinal differences with the LDS Church in a bold way: the murals at the Cathedral of the Madeleine. Above the altar, along with the vibrant paintings of saints, Glass had the artist add scriptural passages that can be taken as defenses of the Catholic faith against other Christians' claims, Mormons in particular.

On the right is the passage from St. Paul's letter to the Galatians that reads: "Though we or an angel from heaven preach a gospel to you besides that which we have preached to you, let him be anathema." To the left is a passage from Matthew in which Jesus tells Peter that the gates of hell will not prevail against his church. Catholics believe Peter was the first pope, the "rock" upon which Christ's church was built.

A central LDS doctrine is that the early Christian church fell into apostasy, necessitating a restoration centuries later. Church founder Joseph Smith said Angel Moroni led him to gold plates from which he translated The Book of Mormon in bringing back Christ's gospel.

Other scriptures on the cathedral's walls are a defense of the distinct Catholic belief that each Mass is a holy sacrifice, and the bread and wine become the true body and blood of Christ. "It's obvious," Topping says. "Of all the scriptural passages he could have chosen, he chose those that take on the LDS most frontally."

Yet Monsignor J. Terrence Fitzgerald, vicar general of the diocese, sees the murals more as evidence that Glass wanted to teach Utah Catholics basic tenets of their faith. The murals, he adds, are in keeping with the centuries-old tradition that a cathedral teaches the faith. Fitzgerald says Mormons and Catholics were at arm's length for much of the 20th century, partly because that's how Catholics wanted it.

Before the church's bishops at Vatican II in the early 1960s decided Catholics should engage with the world, he notes, Catholics were discouraged from attending weddings and funerals of people from other faiths.

Cold war deepens 

The low point for relations came in the 1940s and '50s, according to Topping and Gregory Prince, who wrote an article on that era for the spring 2005 Journal of Mormon History. The first crisis came when a priest who was editor of the Catholic newspaper, The Intermountain Catholic, wrote about Fawn Brodie's unflattering biography of Joseph Smith, No Man Knows My History, and the official LDS reaction to the book, Topping and Prince write.

The priest's column was filled with barbs. LDS leaders protested. Catholic Bishop Duane Hunt then quietly removed the priest from the editorship. Not long afterward, the LDS-owned radio station KSL offered Hunt free airtime to discuss the Catholic faith on a weekly Sunday evening show. Back in 1930, he had paid for time for such a show, but this segment aired the same evening as one hosted by J. Reuben Clark, first counselor to the LDS president. Soon, Clark was accusing Hunt of declaring theological war on the Mormons.

An editorial about Utah's high divorce rate in The Salt Lake Tribune and a pamphlet Hunt published to raise money for Catholic missions in Utah further stoked the standoff. Prince, who lives in Maryland and is LDS, says his initial research pointed to Hunt spoiling for a fight with Mormons. Prince is the co-author of the 2005 book David O. McKay and the Rise of Modern Mormonism.

"The more I looked into it, I thought Hunt was a real saint. This man bent over backward," Prince says. "For the most part, the Mormons were dissing him." McKay, who became LDS president in 1951, was conflicted about Catholics, Prince says. Although he had warm, friendly relations with many individuals, including Hunt, McKay privately distrusted the Catholic Church and even referred to it once in his journal as a "godless farce." Prince writes that McKay told another LDS apostle the Catholic Church ranked with communism as one of the world's two great anti-Christs.

A hard McConkie, a softer McKay 

The lowest point came in 1958 when LDS general authority Bruce R. McConkie wrote an encyclopaedic book, Mormon Doctrine, which identified the Catholic Church as the "church of the devil" and the "most abominable above all other churches."

Hunt apparently went to a new LDS congressman with tears in his eyes, saying Catholics didn't deserve such treatment and took the matter to McKay himself, according to the Topping and Prince article. McConkie's book was revised in the next edition, Prince says, and McKay seemed changed.

"He never said it directly, but I think McKay was so upset by the negative impact of McConkie's book that it jolted him into believing he had been part of the problem," Prince says. "He quietly reversed field. After that, he never again was negative to Catholics, privately or publicly."

When Hunt died unexpectedly in 1960, McKay attended his funeral in the cathedral. And when McKay died a decade later, Hunt's successor as Catholic bishop, Joseph Lennox Federal, had the cathedral bells toll as the hearse carrying the Mormon leader's body passed by.

In the decades since then, relations between leaders in the LDS and Catholic faiths have been generally warm. During the past 20 years, in particular, they have teamed up on a number of charitable and humanitarian causes.

Elder M. Russell Ballard, a member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, says he deeply values his friendships with current Catholic Bishop John C. Wester and his predecessors. "Each has bettered our community with their service," Ballard says. "Over the years, we've been able to identify shared concerns, encourage unity and lend a hand to those in need."
He calls the Cathedral of the Madeleine, dedicated 100 years ago on Aug. 15, "an architectural gem and a spiritual beacon in the city." Wester sees the cathedral as a "symbol of our relationship with other religions, the community and anybody, frankly, who comes through our doors." He points to the concerts and other arts events staged there as evidence of Catholic outreach. "We have relationships with other people of God," he says. "We are gifted in being in this community. The cathedral is our way of giving back or returning the gifts we've received, working hand in hand with other faiths, predominantly the LDS faith, to enhance the arts."
President Monson and Jon Huntsman Sr.  Salt Lake Tribune 29 January 2008
“Thomas S. Monson and billionaire philanthropist Jon Huntsman Sr. spent months anticipating their annual fly-fishing expedition to the Snake River in June 2003, even as Idaho Mormons faced one of the driest seasons on record. After they donned their waders, grabbed their gear and pushed into the water, the heavens dumped a pile of snow on them. Monson, first counselor in the LDS First Presidency, turned to his disappointed partner and said with a wry smile, "Jon, never doubt the members of the church when they pray for moisture"
In addition to being a fishing buddy, Monson also has been Huntsman's partner at Jazz games and one of his best friends. The two became close in 1981 when President Reagan appointed Monson to serve on the President's Task Force on Private Sector Initiatives, on the interfaith committee. At the time, Huntsman, the founder of a worldwide chemical conglomerate and father of Utah's governor, was serving as an LDS mission president in the Washington, D.C., area. "I worked closely with President Monson and with all other religious leaders, Catholic, Presbyterian, Methodist, and Jewish. They all liked and respected his leadership," Huntsman said. Huntsman believes Monson will continue Hinckley's legacy of reaching beyond Mormonism's borders. "He's as comfortable at the Cathedral of the Madeleine as in the [LDS] Tabernacle," Huntsman said. "He finds comfort in all faiths, encourages and inspires leaders of all faiths. [During his presidency], we will see a tremendous interaction with leaders of other denominations around the world."
''More than being tolerant of persons of other faiths, he abides by the golden rule of 'Live and let live,' '' said Gallivan, retired publisher of The Salt Lake Tribune. Gallivan tells how Monson once rode the Concorde, the supersonic plane capable of crossing the ocean in a couple of hours. Upon deplaning in New York City, every passenger received a gift - a half pint of whiskey. Other Mormons might have poured it down the drain, as drinking alcohol is against the LDS health code. But Monson took it straight to Gallivan. "He said he was sure I would get more use of it than he would," the newsman said.”
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