Correspondence to Challenge Doctrine on Zion 1977-1987

With Comments and Notes after the Correspondence
The following Correspondence dates back to 1977-1987 when I endeavored to seek clarification on the doctrine of Zion and the principle of Gathering in the final preparation for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. I endeavored to do this by going through the appropriate priesthood channels.
The Word of the Lord in the Doctrine and Covenants teaches in clarity the true doctrine on this subject. There is no reason for any false or misleading teachings since the scriptures correlate perfectly to give a complete understanding without the need for conjecture.

I sustain the present practice of building up the church in all nations supported by Stakes, Temples and the church programme. My concern is the lack of use of scriptures from the Doctrine and Covenants in establishing the truth on a major doctrine connected with the last days. This document is about doctrine not policy or the direction of the church today.

I tried to work through the channel of those who hold the keys of priesthood authority. The Bishop, Stake President, Regional Representative, Area Authorities and even an Apostle, all fully agreed with my sentiments that error in this major gospel doctrine has occurred. In fact not one leader to whom I have presented the following material has ever disagreed with me that mistakes in doctrine have been made on this important subject.

No leader has been able to offer any explanation why significant changes in doctrine have occurred. This study material reveals how the doctrine has changed and what the scriptures teach on this subject. 
Additional information can be obtained by studying the related studies in the folder: 
Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
It is important to study carefully and compare the letters from Elder McConkie and Elder Petersen of the Council of the Twelve. Elder Russell M Nelson an Apostle at the time and the Area Presidency of the UK were also concerned enough to have this matter raised with the First Presidency.

Since the exercise of faith is dependent on correct knowledge, it is of vital importance that any false and misleading doctrine is corrected at the earliest opportunity. True doctrine should always be the foundation of the teachings by members and leaders of the church. Latter Day Saints should always seek truth and light to dispel error and darkness. One originates from the source of all truth even Jesus Christ, the other from the prince of darkness who seeks to deceive mankind. 
See the study The Importance of Truth-Be Not Deceived 

Details of Correspondence

©   Copy of letter included.

1976/77:  Studied extensively in the Doctrine and Covenants and become familiar with the Revelations and Commandments

18 Sep 1977:  Wrote to Elder Bruce R. McConkie concerning his article in the May 1977 Ensign called ‘Come Let us build Zion’, for explanation of his doctrine. ©

5 Oct 1977:  Reply from Elder McConkie ©

9 Sept 1979:  Priesthood manual lesson 2. The doctrine of the gathering quoting Elder McConkie caused disagreements and confusion amongst the brethren in priesthood 

3 Oct 1979: Wrote to Elder Mark E. Petersen for clarification concerning the Gathering to Zion.  ©

17 Oct 1979: Reply from Elder Petersen ©

The doctrine taught by Elder Petersen on the Gathering to Zion was consistent with my beliefs but completely opposite to the teachings of Elder McConkie. Both letters were shown to the Bishop, Stake President and Regional Representative, none of whom could resolve the differences. Finally the matter was referred to Elder Rex C. Reeve Area President for clarification.

Elder Reeve was to refer the matter to other General Authorities but he conveniently forgot and no action was ever reported. During this whole period of time I met several times with the Bishop, Stake President, and Regional Representative who all accepted that mistakes in doctrine had been made and should be corrected. Details of these are in my journal. 

8 July 1980: Having had no reply through the proper priesthood channels I decided to write to President Marion G. Romney of the First Presidency. I was aware after reading his General Conference addresses, especially ‘Be Not Troubled’ October 1966 that his beliefs concerning Zion squared up with the scriptures. ©

22 Jul 1980: President Romney acknowledged my letter and felt that it was of sufficient importance that I to write direct to President Spencer W. Kimball. Why would he encourage me to write to the President if he felt I was mistaken? 

12 Aug 1980: I wrote a letter to President Kimball containing the same content as to President Romney

22 Aug 1980: Reply received from President Kimball that the matter was being studied. ©

 9 Oct 1980: Having received no further communication on ‘the matter being studied’ I wrote again to President Kimball.

15 Oct 1980: Reply received from office of First Presidency that I contact Elder Rex C. Reeve Executive Administrator to discuss the matter further. No clarification of official doctrine was given whatsoever. There was no explanation, reasoning, or comments, just the passing of it back down the line to those who did not have the authority to answer.

22 Oct 1980: I wrote to the First Presidency expressing concern that I contact Elder Reeve. 

Nov 1980: I again contacted Elder Reeve and met with him. As was expected he was unable to explain the opposite beliefs in doctrine and was really unwilling to discuss them further. He told me that my concern should really be for the thousands of inactive priesthood holders and basically accused me of apostasy. He was very unpleasant but I belief this was because he had been placed in an impossible position.

Due to the ill health of President Kimball I did not pursue the matter further at that time.

Apr 1981: President Romney speaks in General Conference on ‘The Restoration of Israel to the Lands of Their Inheritance’. President Romney uses the same scriptures as Elder McConkie used in his article ‘Come let us Build Zion’, but with a totally different meaning. I believe this was done intentionally to correct the misuse of those scriptures and in acknowledgment of my letter to him.

19 Apr 1985:  Elder Bruce R. McConkie dies at the age of sixty nine.

May 1985: Learn of Hugh Nibley’s teachings on Zion.  He is regarded as one of the foremost church scholars. I wrote to him concerning the variance of beliefs on this subject.

11 June 1985: Receive reply from Hugh Nibley. He agrees with me on the doctrine of Zion. He states that Elder McConkie ‘did not claim omniscience and the Lord has taken him’. ©

18 Feb 1986: With the establishment of a new Church President, Ezra T. Benson, I wrote to the Office of the First Presidency again requesting clarification on the doctrine of the Gathering to Zion. . ©

5 Mar 1986: The Office of the First Presidency ask me to contact Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin. They also write to him and ask him to furnish copies of correspondence. ©

18 Jun 1986: Elder Wirthlin refers me to Russell C. Taylor Area General Authority. Receive letter from Elder Taylor-delay anticipated.

11 Dec 1986: Met with Elder Taylor.  He agrees there is a problem with the variance in the teachings on the doctrine of Zion. He is most helpful and requests that I prepare a presentation which he will endeavour to place before the First Presidency.

31 Dec 1986: I wrote to Elder Taylor requesting an interview with a member of the First Presidency to whom I would present my material.

3 Feb 1987: Elder Taylor replies and requests that I first give the First Presidency the opportunity to review my material before a meeting is arranged. © 

9 Feb 1987: I prepare the material on Zion with an accompanying letter to the First Presidency, clearly showing that the teachings of Elder McConkie are different to the accepted doctrine when I first joined the church and are in contradiction to the scriptures. This is sent to Elder Taylor.

3 Mar 1987: Elder Taylor acknowledges receipt of the material. He is to discuss it with the Europe Area President Elder Asay as to procedure. ©

14 Apr 1987: Elder Taylor advises that my ‘entire detailed document’ with a copy of my accompanying letter © was presented to Russell M. Nelson of the Twelve in Salt Lake City 
31 Mar 1987. This was discussed with Elder Nelson and all of the Europe Area Presidency. Elder Nelson is to take this to the Office of the First Presidency to obtain an Official statement. © 

The Bishop, Stake President, Regional Representative, an Area Presidency and an Apostle all agree that this matter should be resolved. The material is presented to the First Presidency.

13 Apr 1987: The Office of the First Presidency acknowledges receipt of my material and letter that I forwarded to Russell C. Taylor. They note my interest in this subject and my “research into the attitudes of different commentators”. They advise me for the time being “to lay these matters aside and content yourself with studying the scriptures”-which is what I had been doing. It was my study of the Doctrine and Covenants which motivated the challenge to false doctrine in the first place. 

Again, no explanation or research into the change in doctrine is offered even though all channels of priesthood below the First Presidency agree that mistakes had been made and clarification was required.

Addendum: August 2004:  I read in a new book “The Bruce R. McConkie story” by Joseph Fielding McConkie pages 279-281, a full reprint of the letter sent by Elder McConkie to me dated 5 Oct 1977. Since many will read this book and the letter which restates the teachings of Elder McConkie on the subject of Zion and the gathering, I decide it is now time to present the material again for study by leadership of the church. Is the doctrine of Elder McConkie in accord with the teachings of the Doctrine and Covenants?

Correspondence
Letter to Elder McConkie
Elder Bruce R. McConkie, 

The Council of the Twelve,

50, East North Temple Street,

Salt Lake City,

Utah 84150.

                                                                                                           18 Sep 1977

Dear: Elder McConkie,

I have sought permission from the stake president before writing, as I am aware of the counsel we have received, on not over-burdening General Authorities with correspondence. However I feel the matter is of such importance that I feel justified on this occasion. May I state that as a High-Councilman in the Huddersfield Stake I do sustain the General Authorities and desire to serve the Lord to the best of my ability. 

In the 1977-1978 Melchezidek Priesthood Handbook page 129, there is a statement made by you and quoted at April 1973 General Conference. The statement quoting 2 Nephi 9:1-2 infers that Israel or congregations of the saints will be found in every nation at the Coming of the Lord. You state: 

 “Please note that these revealed words speak of the folds of the lord; of Israel being gathered home to the lands of their inheritance; of Israel being established in all their lands of promise; and of there being congregations of the covenant people of the Lord in every nation, speaking every tongue, and among every people when the Lord comes again.” 

Again, in the May 1977 Ensign page 115 in your article “Come: Let Israel build Zion” you infer that Israel will not be gathered out from the nations to Zion in Missouri to live the Law of Consecration prior to the Lords’ Second Coming. You state: 

“The gathering of Israel consists of receiving the truth, gaining again a true knowledge of the Redeemer, and coming back into the true fold of the Good Shepherd. In the language of the Book of Mormon, it consists of being ‘restored to the true church and fold of God’ and then being ‘gathered’ and ‘established’ in various ‘lands of promise’ (2 Nephi 9:2).” 

(Note: the word various is added by yourself)

To make sure I was not just putting my own interpretation upon your remarks, I asked several members for their understanding. Each obtained the same understanding as myself. 

I now quote the revealed word of the Lord. These scriptures clearly state that when the church has been built up in all nations, the time will come when the saints will be gathered out of those nations to Zion. This will enable the saints to escape the destructions of the Last Days before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

List of Scriptures sent
“Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the father that they (the saints) shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.” D&C 29:8.

“Ye shall build up my church in every region until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on high, when the city of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may be gathered in one that ye may be my people and I will be your God,” D&C 42:8-9.

“Call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me. And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…and it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety and there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” D&C 45:64-66, 68-69.

“I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; and the saints shall hardly escape…. wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the Land of Zion…and lift a warning voice unto the inhabitants of the earth; and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.” D&C 63:33-37. See D&C 31:7-8; D&C 42:5-6

“Yea the word of the Lord concerning his church, established in the last days for (1) the restoration of his people, as he has spoken by the mouth of his prophets, and for (2) the gathering of his saints to stand upon Mount Zion, which shall be the city of the New Jerusalem.”  D&C 84:2. (Numbers added)

We are being presently restored to the true church and fold of God now as the lost sheep of the house of Israel, in all nations, in preparation for the final gathering to Zion. 

“And he hath set you provide for his saints in these last days, that they may obtain an inheritance in the land of Zion. And behold, I, the Lord, declare unto you, and my words are sure and shall not fail, that they shall obtain it. But all things must come to pass in their time…. For, behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish, and the glory of the Lord shall be upon her; and she shall be an ensign unto the people, and there shall come unto her out of every nation under Heaven.” D&C 64:30-32, 41-42.

“…And great tribulations shall be among the children of men, but my people will I preserve….(Note-how will they be preserved) and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” Moses 7:61-62

“But if they (the Gentiles) will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will establish my church among them, and they shall come in unto the covenant and be numbered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance; and they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the house of Israel as shall come, that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem…Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father among all nations in preparing the way whereby his people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance. And they shall go out from all nations; they shall not go out in haste, nor go by flight for I will go before them. 3 Nephi 21:22-24, 28-29; See Ether 13:8

Concerning the scriptural references 2 Nephi 9:2 and 2 Nephi 6:11 which you use to justify that there are many ‘lands of promise’; and that the saints will remain in their land of conversion up to the Second Coming. It is my opinion that we need to ask, ‘to whom are these scriptures referring’. And ‘what other scriptures on the same subjects give additional light?’

You only quoted part of 2 Nephi 9:2. The full verse is:

“That he has spoken unto the Jews, by the mouth of his Holy Prophets, even from the beginning down, from generation to generation, until the time comes that they shall be restored to the true church and fold of God; when they shall be gathered home to the lands of their inheritance, and shall be established in all their lands of promise.”

This has clear reference to the Jews.

2 Nephi 6:11. To whom is this referring? I start with v 8: 

“And now I Jacob would speak somewhat concerning these words. For behold, the Lord has shown me that those who were at Jerusalem, from whence we came, have been slain and carried away captive. Nevertheless, the Lord has shown unto me that they return again. And He also has shown unto me that the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, should manifest himself unto them in the flesh; and after he should manifest himself they should scourge him and crucify him according to the words of the angel who spake it unto me..... ..Wherefore, after they are driven to and fro, for thus saith the angel, many shall be afflicted in the flesh, and shall not be suffered to perish, because of the prayers of the faithful; they shall be scattered, and smitten, and hated; nevertheless, the Lord will be merciful unto them, that when they shall come to the knowledge of their Redeemer, they shall be gathered together again to the lands of their inheritance. 2 Nephi 6:8-11extracts

Again, these scriptures have clear reference to the Jews.

Other scriptures that give additional light on this subject are again referring to the Jews. The following scripture makes clear the understanding of what it means to be restored unto the lands of their inheritance: 

“And they who shall not be destroyed shall be scattered among all nations. But behold saith the Lord God: When the day cometh that they shall believe in me, that I am the Christ, then have I covenanted with their fathers that they shall be restored in the flesh, upon the earth, unto the lands of their inheritance. And it shall come to pass that they shall be gathered in from their long dispersion, from the Isles of the sea, and from the four parts of the earth; and the nations of the Gentiles shall be great in the eyes of me, saith God, in carrying them forth to the lands of their inheritance.” 2 Nephi 10:6-7.

Not remaining in their lands but carrying them forth to the lands of their inheritance. This is precisely what has happened since the creation of the State of Israel in 1948.

This scripture is so plain that it requires no further explanation.

2 Nephi 10:3-9 is also all about the Jews

2 Nephi 10:10-19 then teaches that the descendents of Lehi and the converted Gentiles will inherit the Land of America.    (See also 3 Nephi 21:14, 22-23)
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Nephi quotes Isaiah: “For the Lord will have mercy on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set them in their own land…And the people shall take them and bring them to their own place; yea, from far unto the ends of the earth; and they shall return to their lands of promise.” 2 Nephi 24:1-2 extracts.

In this scripture it is very plain what it means to return to their land of promise-  “set them in their own land”. The land from where they came originally came which is Jerusalem.

All these scriptures including 2 Nephi 9:2 and 2 Nephi 6:11 are referring to the covenant the Lord has made with the people of His birth –the Jews. Jesus said: 

“And I will remember the covenant which I made with my people; and I have covenanted with them that I would gather them together in mine own due time, that I would give unto them again the land of their fathers for their inheritance, which is the land of Jerusalem, which is the promised land unto them forever, saith the Father 3 Nephi 20:29.  

“Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father among all nations in preparing the way whereby his people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance. (note- singular). And they shall go out from all nations. 3 Nephi 21:28-29

The scriptures of the Book of Mormon explain in simplicity that there are two Lands of Promise to which the House of Israel will gather:  One land for the house of Joseph and the converted Gentiles, (See Ether 13:6-8, 2 Nephi 10:10-19, 3 Nephi 16:16, 3 Nephi 20:13-14, 21-22, 3 Nephi 21:14, 22-24) and the other for the Jews as in the scriptures already cited.

I do realise however, that the church is to be built up in all nations in preparation for a future gathering to Zion (See D&C 42:8-9, 39:13, 31:7-8, 45: 64-65, and 84:2.)

It is also clear that this gathering will take place before the Second Coming and in preparation for the worldwide destructions that are promised upon the earth. 

(D&C 49:24-25; 63:32-37; 133:10-12) 

There is absolutely no justification whatever for you to use the Book of Mormon scriptures you have quoted in the context that Israel are gathered to Zion in many nations. The Doctrine and Covenants provides in a plain and simple manner the truth on these subjects. We need not deal in vague interpretations. 

The scriptures are clear and unmistaken upon this subject. All the prophecies quoted will be fulfilled in the due time of the Lord. May I ask you not to teach again that Israel will be left in all nations for the Second Coming?

I feel also that it would be wise for a statement to be placed in the Ensign to clarify your statements and correct the false impressions given. This will enable the saints to put their full trust in the prophecies of the Lord, as contained in Holy Writ. May the Lord bless you in all your righteous endeavours and may this letter give you no offence, 

Yours sincerely,   
Malcolm E. Twigg
Additional Notes
See ‘The General Conference sermon by President Marion G. Romney Second Counsellor in the First Presidency, April 1981 “The Restoration of Israel to the Lands of their Inheritance.” 

In this sermon President Romney quotes the same scriptures used by Elder McConkie in an entirely different context and in their true meaning referring to the Jews. I believe he did this to correct the false impression given by Elder Bruce R McConkie and in response to a letter I sent to him. 
In the Book ‘Israel Do You Know’ By LeGrand Richards Page 228. 2 Nephi 9:1-2 is quoted by Elder Richards as referring to the Jews.

D&C 103:11-13; and D&C 109:47, 64 explain the true meaning of the phrase ‘Lands of their Inheritances.’ D&C 48:3-4 illustrates the words ‘land or lands’ are used interchangeably in the Holy Scriptures. 

2 Nephi 25:11; 3 Nephi 20:33; 3 Nephi 21:22, 28. Mormon 5:14 use the singular term ‘Land of their Inheritance’

The following scriptures teach there are two main  places for the final gathering of the House of Israel, prior to the second Coming of Jesus Christ: D&C 133:12-13; Micah 4:1-2; Isaiah 2:3; Ether 13:8-12; 3 Nephi 20:29-46 and 3 Nephi 21:22-29.

Elder James E Talmage after quoting the following scriptures 3 Nephi 21:22-28; D&C 29:2, 7-8; 133:4, 7 (Also refers the reader to D&C 31:8; 38:31; 45:25; 77:14; 84:2) stated:
“It is evident that the Plan of Gathering comprises:

1. Assembling in the Land of Zion of the people of Israel from the nations of the earth

2. Return of the Jews to Jerusalem

3. Restoration of the lost tribes

As quoted in the Book “Articles of Faith” by James E. Talmage page 336-337 
See also the “Doctrine and Covenants Commentary” by Apostles by Hyrum M. Smith and Janne M. Sjodahl Page 841.

Miss-application of scriptures
Elder McConkie relies solely on the plurality of certain words in the Book of Mormon to establish his belief that the saints will remain and build Zion in their own lands up to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. Such statements as “gathered home to the lands of their inheritance” and “established in all their lands of promise”

Not only are these scriptures in the Book of Mormon taken out of context there are many other scriptures in both the Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants which show the true meaning of these statements. Elder McConkie neglects the detailed revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants on this subject.

He also neglects the fact that the Law of Consecration under the United Order is required to establish Zion. 
Reply from Elder McConkie
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

THE COUNCIL OF THE TWELVE

47 E SOUTH TEMPLE STREET

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84111

October 5, 1977

Mr. Malcolm E. Twigg

       Address
Dear Brother Twigg:

In your letter of September 18, 1977, you take vigorous exception to what I have preached and written on various occasions relative to the gathering of Israel and the building up of the Latter-day Zion. You quote a great many passages of scripture relative to the gathering in the United States and interpret them to mean that before the Lord comes, all of the faithful saints in all of the nations of the world will be assembled to Jackson County and its environs so that a people will be prepared for our Lord's glorious advent.

As a matter of policy I do not engage in theological debates or discussion on doctrinal matters. In appropriate instances I do recite what the doctrine of the Church is and let it go at that. People are then free to believe or disbelieve as they choose. I have no intention now to debate any issue with you or to make any further explanations of the doctrine of gathering than have been made in the published sources to which you refer.

Under the circumstances, however, I think it is only fair to you to state that the very reason my articles have been written and my sermons have been delivered is to correct the false impressions which many members of the Church have relative to the gathering and which impressions have been restated by you in your letter. I am sure you would be wise enough to know that I have a complete awareness of all of the passages you quoted together with a great many others that bear on the same subject. The issue is not what they mean but those to whom they apply. Both President Harold B. Lee and President Spencer W. Kimball have taken an entirely different view of them than you have expressed. My recent article In the Ensign to which you refer was published at the direction of the First Presidency and the Twelve, in order to correct the views that you have written in your letter.

Mr. Malcolm E Twigg

October 5, 1977
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It is not only the policy of the Church that saints remain in the lands in which they live to build up the Church there, but it is also the doctrine that when the Lord comes he will find in every nation and among every people the saints of God who, speaking every language, will then be qualified to live and reign on earth with him a thousand years.  Whenever a stake of Zion is created in any part of the earth that portion of the earth's surface becomes Zion and the gathering of Israel then consists of coming to that area. The Brazilians gather in Brazil, the British in Great Britain, the Japanese in Japan and so on. This is the doctrine of the Church. It is taught in the scriptures. I will not recite the proofs here. They are in the sources to which you have already referred.

My counsel to you is that until and unless you come to an understanding of this doctrine, it would be wise to refrain from further discussion of it. We do not believe that the saints will come out of all nations and gather to Jackson County before the Second Coming. We do believe that Zion will be built up in all nations before the Lord comes and that after he arrives there will be added glorious things connected with the gathering of Israel. Many of the prophecies talk about a gathering after the Second Coming. Eventually the whole earth will become Zion.

You stated very plainly that you thought I had misinterpreted the scriptures. Please do not be offended now when I tell you that my views are those of the Brethren and that your problem now is one of applying the scriptures you have quoted to the particular phase of the gathering of Israel that is involved in each instance. This is far more complex and extensive doctrine than many have supposed.

We hope that people everywhere gradually will have the light dawn on them and know that the views that I have expressed are those that should and will prevail in the minds of Latter-day Saints. Please do not be offended at what I have written to you here. Believe as much of it as you can and if there is something you do not believe, please keep an open mind, study further and eventually the glorious perspective that is here involved will dawn upon you.

With every good wish
                                                                                             Sincerely,

Bruce R. McConkie

cc: President Gordon Williams




*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
Letter to Elder Mark E. Petersen
Elder Mark E. Petersen,                                                                  

The Council of the Twelve, 

47, East South Temple Street, 

Salt Lake City,

Utah 84150.                                                                                            3 Oct 1979

Dear Elder Petersen, 

My best wishes to you. In your correspondence of the 3rd. Jan 1979, you invited me to write again if I had further questions.
Recently in discussions in our priesthood meetings, there has arisen a difference of opinion on a Gospel topic. This has happened on several occasions, and no unity has been found. These brethren are experienced in the church and have been active members for many years. I am writing to ask for your opinion on this topic.

The question is on the subject of gathering to Zion. The differences of opinion are as follows:

First: Certain brethren including myself belief that the present gathering of the saints in every nation is a preliminary one to a final gathering to the centre place of the New Jerusalem and its surrounding areas; and that this final gathering of the righteous saints from throughout the world, will take place prior to the Second Coming of the Saviour. We do believe however, that it is right for the saints to remain in their own lands and build up the Kingdom here, until such times as the First Presidency directs otherwise. 

Second. The other brethren feel that Zion will be permanently established in this land, and there will be no need for the saints in this land or other nations throughout the earth, to gather to the New Jerusalem and surrounding areas, before the Second Coming. They belief that it is the doctrine of the church that when the Lord comes, He will find in every nation, the saints of God, who have remained in their own lands.

I tried to resolve this question by consulting your book “The Great Prologue”. The Prophet Joseph Smith is quoted on page 10, on this topic, but there is no clear concise comment from you.

On some enclosed pages I have prepared some material on this subject, from my own collection of books, which I use to support my own personal belief. I would appreciate so very much your own frank comments on this particular subject of the Gospel.

I thank you for your diligent inspired leadership, and pray the Spirit will always be with you. Please reply as and when it is convenient as I am sure your workload must be heavy. I am as always, 

                                   Your sincere brother in the gospel

Sincerely,
Malcolm E. Twigg.

Reply from Elder Petersen
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

The Council of the Twelve

47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150

October 17, 1979

Mr. Malcolm E. Twigg  

           address
Dear Brother Twigg:

Many thanks for your kind letter of October 3 which came today. I was very glad to hear from you and I hope all is going well with you.

You raised the question-on the subject of the gathering of Israel and mentioned there was different opinions.  First you mentioned your own opinion in which you say:

"Certain brethren, including myself, believe that the present gathering of the Saints in every nation is a preliminary one to a final gathering to the central place of the New Jerusalem and surrounding areas; that this final gathering of the righteous Saints from through​out the world will take place prior to the Second Coming of the Savior. We do, however, believe that it is right for the Saints to remain in their own lands and build up the kingdom there, until such times as the First Presidency directs otherwise.”

This is my understanding also, so that I agree with you in what you have said there.

At the present time, as you indicate, we are urging people to remain in their own areas to build up the local Church so that we can use members to help influence nonmembers to join the Church.  So the main reason, I guess, of asking people to stay in their homes at the present time is a missionary one, so that we may build up stronger branches, wards, and stakes in distant lands and with that strength invite nonmenbers to come in and have sufficient Saints already in the Church to properly fellowship them and have Church positions in which they may be assigned so that they, too, may receive the development that is necessary.

We believe that when the "times of the gentiles are fulfilled,'t that there will be a gathering of the Saints from all over the world, as is indicated in Section 63 of the Doctrine and Covenants, verse 54. There will be a complete separation between the wicked and the righteous and that will mean that the righteous will all be brought to Zion.  Then the Lord says that his tribulations will be poured out upon the wicked. His final gathering will help the Saints to escape the tribulations.

Mr. Malcolm E. Twigg
October 17, 1979
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As you read Section 45 of the Doctrine and Covenants, verses 46 through 53, you will see there that after the Saints have been gathered and there has been a. resurrection of the righteous Saints who will come forth from their graves from the four quarters of the earth, "then shall the arm of the Lord fall upon the nations." And then shall the Lord set his foot upon the Mount of Olives as he comes to the Jews in the midst of the battle of Armageddon.

As you read chapters 38, 39, and 4O of Ezekiel, you get more information on that subject.  Likewise Zechariah, chapter 14.

We do not know by what miraculous method the Lord will gather several million people from different parts of the world, but if he could create the heavens and the earth, he certainly has the power to bring about a gathering of his Saints.

The Book of Mormon makes it clear that the city of New Jerusalem in Jackson County, Missouri, will be built largely through the efforts of the tribe of Manasseh, meaning the descendants of Lehi.  They will form one gathering with a special purpose, but other Saints, as is indicated, will be gathered as outlined in Section 45, and our righteous dead likewise will be gathered through the resurrection as is outlined in Section 63.  So the Lord will have his people all together at that particular tine.

You remember also in Section 45 that the Lord says a very interesting thing about the Saints who are gathered to this one place.  Beginning with verse 66, he indicates that the New Jerusalem will be a land of peace and refuge, a place of safety for the Saints of the Most High.  And then he says in verse 67 that not only will the glory of the Lord be there, but the terror of the Lord also.  That is, apparently the Lord and his Saints will have such a terrible affect upon the wicked that they will be frightened "so much that the wicked will not come into it, and it shall be called Zion.  And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety.  And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another." Verses 70 and 71 go on in the same vein.

So you see before the Lord comes, there will be this worldwide gathering.  You will recall also that in Section 45, the Lord talks about the gathering of the Jews and I would suggest you read that rather care​fully.

Now may I call your attention to Section 133 of the Doctrine and Covenants.  This is another extremely interesting section because it mentions the different places to which the Lord will come and then it also mentions the gathering of the Ten Tribes from the land of the north.  It might be very well for you to read that section in this connection .I hope this will be of help to you. Yours sincerely

                                                                               Mark E. Petersen.




*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Letter sent to President Romney 8 July 1980

OFFICE OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH  84150                
President Marion G. Romney Second Counselor in the First Presidency

Dear President Romney,

In your talks at General Conference and articles in the Ensign I have always appreciated your masterful use of the scriptures. I have a doctrinal question which I feel needs clarification from the First Presidency. May I ask that the following important question be raised in your meetings with President Kimball and an answer given to clarify the doctrine. This question has been raised with my Bishop, Stake President, Regional Representative and Area leaders. I now appeal to the First Presidency for an answer.

I quote from the correspondence I have had with two members of the Council of the Twelve.

Apostle A: “It is not only the policy of the Church that saints remain in the lands in which they live to build up the Church there, but it is also the doctrine that when the Lord comes he will find in every nation and among every people the saints of God who, speaking every language, will then be qualified to live and reign on earth with him a thousand years....... We do not believe that the saints will come out of all nations and gather to Jackson County before the Second Coming. We do believe that Zion will be built up in all nations before the Lord comes and that after he arrives there will be added glorious things connected with the gathering of Israel. Many of the prophecies talk about a gathering after the Second Coming.”  

Apostle B: “You raised the question-on the subject of the gathering of Israel and mentioned there was different opinions.  First you mentioned your own opinion in which you say:

"Certain brethren, including myself, believe that the present gathering of the Saints in every nation is a preliminary one to a final gathering to the central place of the New Jerusalem and surrounding areas; that this final gathering of the righteous Saints from through​out the world will take place prior to the Second Coming of the Savior. We do, however, believe that it is right for the Saints to remain in their own lands and build up the kingdom there, until such times as the First Presidency directs otherwise.”

This is my understanding also so that I agree with you in what you have said there. 

We believe that when the "tines of the gentiles are fulfilled,  that there will be a gathering of the Saints from all over the world, as is indicated in Section 63 of the Doctrine and Covenants, verse 54. There will be a complete separation between the wicked and the righteous and that will mean that the righteous will all be brought to Zion.  Then the Lord says that his tribulations will be poured out upon the wicked. His final gathering will help the Saints to escape the tribulations........

So you see before the Lord comes, there will be this worldwide gathering.

President Romney will you now read again the parts underlined and note the exact opposite in doctrine taught by these two brethren. I love them both and only ask that there is unity in doctrine (D&C 38:27) “I say unto you be one and if ye are not one ye are not mine.”
I can forward copies of the letters if requested but I feel there should be an official statement from the First Presidency and then the matter dropped. I also enclose a copy of articles, scriptures and quotes on the subject matter to form the basis of my own opinion. Please take this seriously and communicate relative to it

With every good wish

Malcolm E. Twigg

Note: I received a brief reply From President Romney on the 22 July 1980

President Romney acknowledged my letter and felt that it was of sufficient importance that I to write direct to President Spencer W. Kimball. He was careful not to comment directly on the material of the letter. However he would not have encouraged me to write direct to President Kimball unless he felt it had significance. 

 First reply from the First Presidency

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

OFFICE OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84150

August 22, 1980

Malcolm E. Twigg

       address
Dear Brother Twigg:

I have been asked to acknowledge your letter of August 12, 1980, to President Spencer W. Kimball and to explain that the matter referred to therein is being studied.

President Kimball also asked me to extend his best wishes to you.

Sincerely yours,

                                                              Francis M. Gibbons

                                                              Secretary to the First Presidency




*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

      Second reply from the First Presidency

                            The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

OFFICE OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH  84150

October 15, 1980

Malcolm E. Twigg

         address
Dear Brother Twigg:

In answer of your letter of October 9, 1980, 1 have been asked to suggest that you contact Elder Rex C. Reeve, Executive Administrator, who will be prepared to discuss the matters referred to in your previous correspondence.

The brethren again asked me to extend their best wishes to you.  Sincerely yours,

Francis M. Gibbons

                                                                                  Secretary to the First Presidency




*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
Letter sent to First Presidency in reply to theirs of the 15 Oct.

OFFICE OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH  84150                22 Oct 1980
Francis M. Gibbons Secretary to the First Presidency
Dear Brother Gibbons,

I was concerned and surprised to receive your letter of the 15th October advising me to contact Elder Rex C. Reeve. Back in April I travelled to Birmingham and had a lengthy discussion with Elder Reeve upon this doctrine. He took copies of my correspondence and other pertinent details. He said he would contact me further after visiting Salt Lake City in June where he would discuss the matter with his file leaders. He had no explanation to give why there was a difference in the doctrine promulgated by the Apostles. 

Why is it so difficult to give a clear-cut answer to a simple question on a topic which the Prophet Joseph considered as basic? You have my first letter which contains the request for clarification, and surely it deserves an answer, straightforward and plain. The scriptures are rich in content upon the subject and surely such a basic doctrine does not need extra study. I am asking that the President of the Church makes a decision of who is teaching the correct doctrine when there are opposing teachings by two members of the Twelve on a basic subject. 

I am your brother in the Gospel desirous of your inspired counsel upon this subject

Yours sincerely

Malcolm. E. Twigg
Reply from Hugh Nibley
Brigham Young University



Ancient Studies

June 11, 1985

Brother Twigg

     address
Dear Brother Twigg,

As you hint in your letter, you are by no means alone in the position you take.  On May 17th and 18th I participated in a symposium in Washington D.C. where the central theme was based on Leonard Arrington's book Building the City of God.  Unfortunately, the work is not obtainable today, largely because two individuals objected to the use of one word in it, but for the rest, the brethren all approved it. We should not let these things disturb us, after all, Joseph and Brigham were at endless tug-of-war with some of the other authorities whom they none-the-less sustained: "I have chosen you, and one of you has a devil...."  The Lord knows what he is doing, whether we do or not; but he does leave us free to blunder in every direction.  A week before the last general conference I gave a talk which Elder Bruce R McConkie attended.  After it he told me that he was surprised and instructed, hearing things he had not thought of before.  He did not claim omniscience and the Lord has taken him.

As to holocausts and tribulations, I confidently expect something like hell on earth before the way is clear for Zion.  The enclosed items reflect my poor thoughts on the subject.  Those who have been infected with the Zion idea in every period of the church have remained unaltered in their minds, as Brother Arrington's book so well demonstrates.  Those who reject it do so from expediency, convenience, and ambition, which means that they on the other hand can be changed in a twinkling, as happened to the Nephites and Lamanites on a number of surprising occasions.  There is much room for hope, and in the end, none for doubt.

Yours truly,

Hugh Nibley 

Enclosures

4012 Harold B. Lee Library Brigham Young University Provo, Utah 84602




*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
Letter sent to the First Presidency 18 Feb 1986

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

OFFICE OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH  84150         
Dear Brethren

In 1980 I had correspondence with the previous First Presidency concerning the preaching of false doctrine within the church. (See the enclosed letters). Unfortunately the matter was left unresolved with no answer being given as to what was the truth on an important Gospel subject. Due to the ill-health of President Kimball I did not pursue the matter.

Through discussion at ward, stake, regional and area levels of priesthood church government I proved conclusively that serious errors in doctrine had been made by a member of the Twelve Apostles. This was accepted by priesthood leaders at each level of leadership and permission was granted for me to raise the matter to the highest level of leadership. The First Presidency according to the revelations are to settle such matters. (D&C 107:78; 102:23) 

This false doctrine is still taught in current church manuals and articles. It is now accepted widely as the official doctrine by many Latter Day Saints, although I know personally several members who after study realize that it is wrong. Recently in the London Temple endowment room I received a clear distinct impression of the Spirit that I should raise the subject again.

For many years I have applied myself through desire, study and prayer to come to an understanding of the doctrine pertaining to the subject of the Gathering to Zion. I can testify that serious error in doctrine has been made and accepted by many on this subject. There does seem however to be an apparent apathy for correction to be made and a reluctance to question and discuss doctrine that comes from a member of the Twelve. I personally cannot accept doctrine which is contrary to the revelations of the Lord in the Doctrine and Covenants even from a member of the Twelve. 

I am sure I do not need to quote scriptures and the writings of prophets on the need to correct any false doctrine being preached. Or to remind you that the disciples of Christ are to be agreed upon the Word of the Lord. (D&C 41:2) On this particular doctrine I have two letters from members of the Council of the Twelve teaching completely opposite doctrine. One squares with the revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants, but the other does not. The one that does not however is the doctrine that is now officially declared.

Any doctrine that is less than the truth has its origin from the Evil One. (D&C 93:24-25) Surely therefore at the very least an honest investigation should be made into this subject. Two opposites on the same Gospel Doctrine cannot be true. Without doubt errors have been made and now courage with humility is required to make the necessary correction. Do leaders of the Church have a responsibility to take action on false doctrine? I do hope that through Priesthood channels open dialogue and friendly discussion is allowed. Also that the law of common consent is observed at the general level of church leadership as it has at ward, stake and regional levels.

I feel it would be useful to arrange a meeting between myself and a member of the Presidency or Council of the Twelve. My material is too extensive to discuss by correspondence. Since my resources are limited through having a large family a location in England would be preferable. 

Brethren I have fulfilled that which the Spirit has directed me to do in writing to you. 

Your brother in the Gospel 

Malcolm Twigg

Letter from the First Presidency to the Area Presidency
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST or LATTER-DAY SAINTS

OFFICE OF THE F1RST PRESIDENCY

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84150

March 5, 1986

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin

Europe Area

Postfach 50 10 70

Porthstrasse 5-7

D-6000 Frankfurt/Main 50

West Germany

Dear Elder Wirthlin:

I have been instructed to forward to you for handling the enclosed copy of a letter dated February l8, 1986 from Malcolm E. Twigg about doctrinal matters.

The brethren also have asked that you furnish this office with copies of any correspondence you prepare in connection with this matter

Sincerely yours,

Francis M. Gibbons Secretary to the First Presidency

cc: Malcolm E. Twigg




*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

First reply to my letter to the Area Presidency
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

[image: image2.jpg]



Malcolm E. Twigg

        address
Dear Brother Twigg,

Your letter of 31 December 1986 arrived at our office in Frankfurt on 12 January 1987, while I was away on a two-week trip to West Africa. Now I have the opportunity to consider the special request of your letter, that you be given a personal interview with a member of the First Presidency.

The next time that the First Presidency members will be in this Area will be in July 1987. I know your great desire to have the opportunity to directly “reason” with a member of the Quorum of the First Presidency. This would be very difficult to arrange without proper advance review and considera​tion by the First Presidency.

I would suggest you pursue the direction that we discussed on 11 December in Solihull, that you forward a written outline to me. We will send it through channels to the First Presidency and then we could see if there is a desire or a willingness to have a face-to-face meeting. I think it is essential that your materials be reviewed ahead of time, in order to have the opportunity to meet personally with one of the Twelve or the First Presidency. With all good wishes

Sincerely yours,

Russell C. Taylor 

Area Presidency




*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Second reply from the Area Presidency

The CHURCH of

JESUS CHRIST

 LATTER- DAY

SAINTS
Malcolm E. Twigg 
        address
Dear Brother Twigg,

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of 9 February, 1987 with the copies of your material. This is on the agenda for our discussion with Pres Asay, our Area President, and we will look for his recommendations as to procedure. I will let you know as soon as we have something of substance for you relative to a review of this material by higher authorities. 
With all good wishes
Sincerely yours,

Russell C. Taylor

Area Presidency




*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
Third reply from the Area Presidency
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Europe Area Presidency

Porthstrasse 5-7, Postfach 501070, 0-6000 Frankfurt am Main so

14 April 1987

Malcolm E. Twigg

        address
Dear Brother Twigg:

I want to advise you that your letter of 9 February 1987 along with your entire detailed document was presented to Elder Russell M. Nelson in Salt Lake City on 31 March 1987. This was discussed with Elder Nelson in company with the entire Europe Area Presidency. It is our understanding that Elder Nelson take this to the First Presidency endeavouring to receive an official statement from the Office of the First Presidency. This letter is to advise you of this action.

Sincerely yours,

Russell C. Taylor

 Area Presidency

Telephone: (069) 54802-291/292/279; Facsimile: (069) 54802-289; Telex: 414212



*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
Letter to the First Presidency accompanying the document to be presented
The First Presidency

50 East North Temple Street

Salt Lake City

UTAH  84150

                                                                                                              9 Feb 1987

Dear Brethren

I now place before you questions which have been the subject of discussion and enquiry for the past 14 years.     At the request of Elder Russell C. Taylor I have summarised the evidence for your consideration.  Knowing that you are the Lord's mouthpiece I will abide be your decision and sustain you, as always, with all my heart and soul.

Ten years ago in 1977 I wrote to Elder Bruce R McConkie after many discussions over a period of four years with my brethren, Bishop and Stake Presidency which concerned the following two points -

1.
Is there to be a literal gathering of the members of the Church to Jackson County, Missouri -

a)
Prior to the second coming of the Lord

b)
After the second coming

c)
No general gathering

2. Arising out of the discussion of the gathering comes the question of the definition of the term Zion.

Also enclosed is a listing of my correspondence over the past ten years and I look forward with faith and confidence to your authoritative and final settlement.

Sincerely yours,

Malcolm E. Twigg




*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Reply from the First Presidency
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

OFFICE OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84150

April 13, 1987

Malcolm E. Twigg

        address
Dear Brother Twigg:

I have been asked to acknowledge your letter dated February 9, 1987, to Elder Russell C. Taylor which has been forwarded to this office for review, along with a notebook you have compiled regarding your corres​pondence and research about a proposed gathering to take place in Jackson County, Missouri, and about the term "Zion.

The First Presidency notes your profound interest in these matters and your research into the attitudes of different commentators regarding them. The Brethren feel to suggest, however, that for the time being you lay these matters aside and content yourself with studying the scriptures and any reference they make to the topics concerned.

The Brethren also asked me to extend their love and best wishes to you, with the assurance that eventually you will receive the knowledge and blessings to which you are entitled by reason of your faithfulness, diligence, and obedience in living the gospel.

Sincerely yours

F. Michael Watson 

Secretary to the First Presidency

Material Sent to the Office of the First Presidency- March 1987

Copies of the letters of Elder Bruce R McConkie and Elder Mark E. Petersen and details of correspondence with the previous First Presidency
The list of scriptures that was included in my letter to Elder McConkie-dated 18th Sept 1977
These scriptures teach the same concept as taught by Elder Petersen viz. that the church would be built up throughout the world until the time comes when the Lord will gather His children together to one place called Zion, in preparation for the Second Coming and to escape the destructions of the last days. These scriptures should first be studied thoroughly before proceeding with the remainder of this document.
The following articles from seminary, institute, church magazines and books illustrate the teachings of the church which I studied after I became a member of the church in 1967.These articles confirm the beliefs of Elder Mark E. Petersen.

1970 Seminary material on the scattering and gathering of Israel 
“The scriptures indicate there are to be three aspects of the gathering: (1) the people of Israel from the nations of the earth to Zion; (2) The return of the Jews to Jerusalem; and (3) the restoration of the lost tribes. There are to be two gathering places: Israel is to be gathered to the land of America, and Judah is to be gathered to Jerusalem.” 

1969 Institute material Ref. HC 69-4-3-R2 

“Among the signs of the Second Coming of the Saviour there are to be conditions of war, pestilence, famine, and natural calamities. Wickedness will continue to increase, and brotherly love will grow cold. The saints will flee to the City of Zion or the New Jerusalem to find protection from the severe conditions, which will arise. (Quotes D&C 115:5-6). The establishment of Zion will be of such consequence as to win the admiration of the righteous of the world and to strike terror in the hearts of the wicked.” 

In the same article is a quote from Charles W. Penrose “The Second Advent”:
“We may consider the inhabitants of the earth at the time immediately preceding the Coming of Christ under three general headings.
First: the saints of God gathered in one place on the western continent called Zion, busily preparing for his appearance in their midst as their Redeemer who had shed his blood for their salvation, now coming to reign over them and to reward them for their labours in establishing his government.
Second: the Jews gathered to Jerusalem and also expecting the Messiah, but not believing that Jesus of Nazareth was the Son of God, and being in danger of destruction from their Gentile enemies.
Third: the corrupt nations and kingdoms of men who, rejecting the light of the Gospel, are unprepared for the Lord’s advent and are almost ripe for destruction.
The Instructor Magazine page 266: 

“Preparing for Christ’s Millennial Government” by Hyrum L Andrus (Extracts only)

“Israel will be gathered to two great centres; the old Jerusalem and the City of Zion (New Jerusalem), to be built in America. The remnant of Joseph and those identified with them will possess the Western Hemisphere, while Judah returns to Palestine. 
Those from the North will come initially to Zion, but will receive an inheritance around the old Jerusalem. 
“Only by the practice of Zion’s law including the Law of Consecration and Stewardship can the saints be sanctified for Christ’s advent among them to fulfil His promise: “And the powers of heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you”. 3 Nephi 20:22
“While warfare and turmoil prevail among the wicked in that future day, the New Jerusalem will be “…a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints” D&C 45:66

Book “Israel Do You Know” by Elder LeGrande Richards. Pages 168-169:
Quotes the following scriptures: -D&C 101:22-23, 64-65; 33:6; 35:25; 42:36; 43:23-24; 45:71; 133:4-9, and then states: “It will be noted that these revelations were all given within two years after the church was organised. There is no question but what the Lord had in mind that the seed of Joseph would be gathered out of the nations and be gathered in one place, as the above quotations so clearly indicate.”
Book “Articles of Faith” by James E. Talmage page 336-337 

Quotes 3 Nephi 21:22-28; D&C 29:2, 7-8; 133:4, 7 Also refers the reader to D&C 31:8; 38:31; 45:25; 77:14; 84:2; then states: - 
“It is evident that the plan of gathering comprises:

Assembling in the land of Zion of the people of Israel from the nations of the earth
Return of the Jews to Jerusalem

Restoration of the lost tribes
Book “Doctrine and Covenants Commentary” pages 146/147

Commentary on D&C 29:8: “In the councils of Heaven it had been decreed that the saints should gather to one place on the American continent in order to be prepared against the last great tribulations of the world. Jackson County, Mo; is the central gathering place of the saints.” 
The authors then quote from an address by Orson F. Whitney 9 April 1916 in Salt Lake City: 

“The saints were scattered, and established themselves in the Rocky Mountains, according to the prophetic word, but “Zion” was not “moved out of her place,” and the saints will return and build it up.” Will our mission end here (in Utah)? Is the state of Utah the proper monument of the Mormon people? No .The monument to ‘Mormonism’ will stand in Jackson County, Mo. There the great city will be built; there Zion will arise and shine, ‘the joy of the whole earth’ and there the Lord will come to His Temple in His own time, when His people shall have made the required preparation”.

Book “Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith” page 71

“Take away the Book of Mormon and the revelations, and where is our religion? We have none; for without Zion, and a place of deliverance, we must fall, because the time is near when the sun shall be darkened, and the moon turn to blood, and the stars fall from heaven, and the earth reel to and fro. Then, if this is the case, and if we are not sanctified and gathered to the places God has appointed, with all our former professions and our great love for the bible, we must fall; we cannot stand; we cannot be saved; for God will gather out his saints from the Gentiles, and then comes desolation and destruction, and none can escape except the pure in heart who are gathered.”
Ibid. Page 183

“It is also the concurrent testimony of all the prophets, that this gathering together of all the saints, must take place before the Lord comes to ‘take vengeance upon the ungodly’, and ‘to be glorified and admired by all those who obey the Gospel’. The fiftieth psalm, from the first to the fifth verse inclusive, describes the glory and majesty of that event.”

Ibid. Page 93.
“In speaking of the gathering, we mean to be understood as speaking of it according to scripture, the gathering of the elect of the Lord out of every nation on earth, and bringing them to the place of the Lord of Hosts, when the city of righteousness shall be built, and where the people shall be of one heart and one mind, when the Saviour comes; yea, where the people shall walk with God like Enoch, and be free from sin. The word of the Lord is precious; and when we read that the veil spread over all nations will be destroyed, and the pure in heart see God, and reign with Him a thousand years on earth, we want all honest men to have a chance to gather and build up a city of righteousness….
Ibid page 17

“By it (i.e. Book of Mormon) we learn that our Western tribes of Indians are descendents from that Joseph who was sold into Egypt, and that the land of America is a promised land unto them, and unto it all the tribes of Israel will come with as many Gentiles as shall comply with the requisitions of the new covenant. But the tribe of Judah will return to the old Jerusalem. The City of Zion spoken of by David, in the one hundred and second psalm, will be built upon the land of America, “And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads.”(Isaiah 35:10); and then they will be delivered from the overflowing scourge that shall pass through the land. But Judah shall obtain deliverance at Jerusalem. These are the testimonies that the good Shepherd will put forth His own sheep, and lead them out from all nations where they have been scattered in a cloudy and dark day, to Zion, and to Jerusalem; besides many more testimonies which might be bought”

The previous quotations illustrate the teachings of the church when I first joined in 1967. As Elder Petersen’s letter implies these beliefs are still held by many in the church today.
Notes on the Meaning of Zion

The Key to understand the concept of Zion is to know that it is a composite term

The complete Zion as spoken of in the Doctrine and Covenants is a composite term made up of vital component parts each of which is essential to obtain the full meaning thereof. The essential parts are: 
Zion is a distinct place.
“And the nations of the Earth shall honour her, and shall say: Surely Zion is the City of our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there; and he hath sworn by the power of his might to be her salvation and her high tower.”  D&C 97:19-20

Zion is the Pure in Heart.

“Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion – The Pure in Heart; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn.” – D&C 97:21 

Zion requires the Celestial Law.

“And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.” D&C 105:5 (See also D&C 105: 4, 29, 32, 34 and D&C 52:15, 58:19, 82:15, 97:25, 119:1, 3, 5, and 6, D&C 78:4-8.)
Therefore Zion is the Pure in Heart, in the Divinely Appointed Place, living by the Law of the Celestial Order which is the Law of Consecration in preparation for a future inheritance in God’s Eternal Kingdom. All parts are necessary to obtain the fullness of Zion.  
Hugh Nibley a great advocate of Zion stated: -

Zion is any community in which the Celestial Order prevails.
Zion is the pure in heart, 
But Zion is also a real city or any number of real cities.

See BYU lecture series 1971/2 ‘Our glory or our condemnation’ 
It is only partly true to say that “Zion is the pure in heart”
Sometimes in reference to Zion the scriptures use one of the integral parts as if it were referring to the whole such as in D&C 97:21. Unfortunately sometimes it has been assumed that wherever the pure in heart live there is the complete Zion. To emphasize in writings or statements one part of Zion, whilst neglecting the other aspects, is clearly taking the meaning of the word out of context, and is misleading. This could cause an imbalance in our understanding of the full meaning of the concept, which in turn can then lead to erroneous doctrine.

We need to be aware of all the essential component parts that are required to build the complete Zion as taught clearly in the Doctrine and Covenants. Elder Joseph Fielding Smith said: -
“It is wrong to take one passage of scripture and isolate it from all other teachings dealing with the same subject. We should bring together all that has been said by authority on the question. If we were to make a photograph, it would be necessary for all your rays of light to be properly focused on the subject. If this were not done then a blurred picture would be the result. This is the case when we try to obtain a mental picture when we have only a portion of the facts dealing with the subject we are considering.” D.O.S 2:95-96.)

Another example of a composite term is salvation which is comprised of vital parts like faith, repentance, baptism, Gift of the Holy Ghost, and endurance to the end. Each part is essential to obtain the full blessing of salvation. However sometimes in scripture one part of this composite term is used as if referring to the whole as in D&C 68:9 “And he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned” 

If we take this scripture in isolation we could obtain a misunderstanding that all that is required for salvation is belief and baptism. We know however, from additional verses of scripture, that repentance, the Gift of the Holy Ghost, and other principles and ordinances of the gospel, are essential components of salvation.
An Explanation of Zion-The Pure In Heart
Becoming the ‘pure in heart’ is an essential quality, required of those who would inherit the future Zion. See “Becoming the pure in heart” by President Kimball Ensign March 1985
The relationship between Zion the place, and Zion the pure in heart is captured figuratively in the following scripture: 
“Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered. They that remain, and are pure in heart, shall return, and come to their inheritances, they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy, to build up the waste places of Zion.” 

D&C 101:17-18.  See also D&C 101:41; D&C: 103:35
In the above scripture the Lord uses the figurative speech of mother and children to explain the relationship between Zion the place and Zion the pure in heart. Zion the place is the ‘mother’, who is separated from ‘her children’ who are Zion the pure in heart. The children are waiting to return to their mother who is longing for their return.

Isaiah referred to this relationship of mother and children throughout his prophecies: 
“Lift up thine eyes round about, and see; all they gather themselves together, they come to thee; thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side”

Isaiah 60:4 See also Isaiah 49:18-23; Isaiah 66:7-9; 1 Nephi 21:14-25
When both the place of Zion (mother) and the pure in heart (Children of Zion) unite, under the Celestial Law of God (Law of Consecration) then we have Zion in all its completeness, power and glory.
It is then that Zion will become a “land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God”. (D&C 45:66.)

According to Isaiah, Zion will then be a: “A Crown of Glory in the hand of the Lord and a Royal Diadem in the hand of thy God” Isaiah 62:3
By far the most oft quoted scripture on the concept of Zion in the church today is 
D&C 97:21: which states that Zion is the ‘pure in heart’. This verse should be examined in the context of the whole revelation- “which deals particularly with the affairs of the saints in Zion, Jackson County, Missouri in response to the Prophet’s inquiry of the Lord for information”. (See heading to Doctrine and Covenants Section 97)
To obtain the full picture we need to go back to verse ten of the same revelation.

“Verily I say unto you that it is my will that a house should be built unto me in the land of Zion, like unto the pattern which I have given you.”

Verses 11-17 explain other aspects involved in the building of the House of God in the land of Zion.
Verses 18-20 then explain that if Zion (used in composite form of place and people) obeys she will prosper: “And now, behold, if Zion do these things she shall prosper, and spread herself and become very glorious, very great, and very terrible. And the nations of the earth shall honour her, and shall say: Surely Zion is The City of our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there; and he hath sworn by the power of his might to be her salvation and her high tower.” 

Two explanations of the integral parts of Zion are then given

Verse 19: - “Surely Zion is the City of our God”

Verse 21:- “For this is Zion the Pure in Heart”
Becoming the pure in heart is essential in our preparation to redeem Zion. Indeed the Lord has stated that His purpose is to “raise up unto myself a pure people, that will serve me in righteousness” (See D&C 100:16)
The Celestial Law of Zion-the Law of Consecration

See the study Can Zion be Established without the United Order
It is fundamental to understand that for the establishment, expansion and glory of Zion the Law of Consecration under the United Order is required. When the scriptures, especially the Doctrine and Covenants speak of Zion in its fullness, it is inclusive of the United Order. The following scriptures for example are referring to a Zion that includes the United Order: 
D&C 133:4, 9, 12, 20-21, 24, 32; D&C 115:6; D&C 64:41-42; D&C 84:14; D&C 45:67-71 

Hugh Nibley said: 
“The best news-indeed the only wholly good news that can come to the inhabitants of this wicked earth –is the bringing again of Zion to bless the earth with the only order of society acceptable to God and unreservedly beneficial to man. Zion is any society in which the Celestial Law is operative.” Ensign June 1977 page 82

One of the main purposes of Zion is to enable the saints to live the United Order and thereby receive the multiplicity of blessings associated therewith. (See D&C 104:2; 70:14) 

Equality which is a Celestial Law of God can only be accomplished through the observance of the Law of Consecration as administered by a United Order created for that purpose. 

(See D&C 38:24-27; 51:2-3, 9, 15; 70:14: 82:17-19; 104:14-18)  

Members should be aware that observance of the Law of Consecration to bring about this equality will be required of all Latter-day saints in order to receive an inheritance in Zion. 

It is also important to realize that there can be no Zion without the Law of Consecration administered under the United Order as the following scripture testifies: 

“And are not united according to the union required by the law of the Celestial Kingdom; and Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself. D&C 105:4-5. (See D&C 104)
“For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the Laws of Consecration which I have given.” D&C 105:29.
President Wilford Woodruff stated that we cannot have Zion without the Law of Consecration:

“For Zion can only be built up by the law the God revealed for that purpose which is the Law of Consecration-not the law of tithing.” 

He further said:  “Jesus will never receive the Zion of God unless its people are united according to celestial Law, for all who go into the presence of God; have to go there by this law.” (Journal of Discourses vol. 17 pages 250)
The Lord stated unequivocally that the Law of Consecration could only be lived, after the Redemption of Zion: “And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and her law, be executed and fulfilled, after her redemption.” D&C 105:34.
In interpretation of the above named scripture, the following quotations illustrate that we cannot have Zion in its full context outside of the appointed place of Jackson County, Missouri: 

“Further implementation of the order must therefore await the redemption of Zion. Here Zion means Jackson County, Missouri. Marion G. Romney, in April 1966 General Conference

“The United order and its attendant laws will not be fully realized until the Redemption of Zion. So there would not be any misunderstanding, President J Reuben Clark Jr. defined the phrase “Redemption of Zion as follows: “In the meaning in which the Lord was using the term Zion, the redemption means the reestablishment of the people in Missouri. This has not yet been accomplished’. Church News 15 Sep 1945 page 9-Institute Manual 1981 page 427 
In seminary material on The Law of Consecration and Stewardship ref HC 69-2-3-R1 it states: 

“There have been four general periods throughout the history of the world when the lord has set about to establish Zion by revealing the Celestial law of Consecration and Stewardship.” The four periods are then detailed: The Zion of Enoch’s Time; Zion in the New Testament; Zion among the Book of Mormon people; and Zion in the last days.

“As part of the Lord’s great plan for the reestablishment of His Kingdom, He revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith the Law of Zion; the Law of Consecration and Stewardship is part of this law.”
In the institute manual on the Doctrine and Covenants Page 422 it states

“We know from the scriptures that Zion must be established again before the Saviour comes. And we know from scripture that the Law of Consecration is the law upon which Zion will operate.” 
From these scriptures and quotations it is evident that there can be no complete Zion as the term is used in the Doctrine and Covenants, without the Law of Consecration. The introduction of this law must wait for the Redemption of Zion in Missouri.

The Appointed Place of Zion

See the separate study Where is the Land of Zion
The Saviour taught the Nephites that the New Jerusalem would be built in the land of America by their descendents and the righteous Gentiles who would assist them: 

“And behold this people will I establish in this land, unto the fulfilling of the covenant which I made with your father Jacob; and it shall be a New Jerusalem. And the powers of Heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will be in the midst of you.” 3 Nephi 20:22. See 3 Nephi 21:22-25; Ether 13:6-8 and Moses 7:62
“But if they (the Gentiles) will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will establish my church among them, and they shall come in unto the covenant and be numbered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance; and they assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the house of Israel as shall come, that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem. And then shall the power of Heaven come down among them; and I also will be in the midst. 3 Nephi 21:22-25 
At a conference of the church in Fayette, New York on the second January 1831, the Lord set forth His desire to give the saints there inheritances in the Land of Promise and thereby fulfil the “covenant which I made with your father Jacob”. (See 3 Nephi 20:22 as above.): 
“And I hold forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a Land of Promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse when the lord cometh; and I will give it unto you for the land of your inheritances, if you seek it with all your hearts. And this shall be my covenant with you, ye shall have it for the land of your inheritance, and for the inheritance of your children forever, while the earth shall stand, and ye shall possess it again in eternity, no more to pass away. D&C 38:18-20
The exact location of this land of promise, in which the New Jerusalem would be located, was revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith by revelation over a period of time. At Kirtland, Ohio in February 1831 The Lord taught Joseph: -

“If thou shalt ask, thou shalt receive revelation upon revelation, knowledge upon knowledge…Thou shalt ask, and it shall be revealed unto you in mine own due time where the New Jerusalem shall be built.” D&C 42:61-62.

A few months earlier the Lord had stated: - “that it is not revealed, and no man knoweth where the City Zion shall be built, but it shall be given hereafter, Behold, I say unto you that it shall be on the borders by the Lamanites.” D&C 28:9.

Then in June 1831 at a conference in Kirtland the Lord declared: 
“I the Lord will make known unto you what I will that ye shall do from this time until the next conference, which shall be in Missouri, upon the land which I will consecrate unto my people, which are a remnant of Jacob, and those who are heirs according to the covenant”. D&C 52:2.

“And thus, even as I have said, if ye are faithful ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies.” D&C 52:42. (See v5-6)

Upon arrival at Jackson County, Missouri, in July 1831 the Prophet inquired of the Lord: -

“When will Zion be built up in her glory, and where will thy Temple stand unto which all nations shall come in the last days?” 

Subsequently he received this revelation, detailing the exact location of the city of Zion: -

“Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, who have assembled yourselves together, according to my commandments, in this land, which is the land of Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of the saints. Wherefore, this is the land of promise, and the place for the city of Zion. And thus saith the Lord your God, if you will receive wisdom here is wisdom. Behold, the place which is now called Independence is the centre place; and a spot for the temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not far from the courthouse. Wherefore it is wisdom that the land should be purchased by the saints… that they may obtain it for an everlasting inheritance”. D&C 57:1-4. 

For the purpose of this study we are therefore referring to Zion as the City of the New Jerusalem, and her stakes to be built in Jackson County, Missouri, spreading from the centre outwards to the surrounding areas. 
Alvin R. Dyer, who was a counsellor to the First Presidency, had a specific interest in Zion, the City of the New Jerusalem. He accompanied President David O McKay and President Joseph Fielding Smith when they toured the consecrated land of Missouri in 1966. His book “The Refiner’s Fire” gives much detail of the history and future events of that place. Elder Dyer states: 
“Here in the sacred areas of Jackson, Caldwell, and Daviess counties, the cities of Zion with their temples will rise as will many other cities of Zion. All will follow in their proper time, after the City of Zion (New Jerusalem) is established in the “centre place”, at Independence, Missouri. “Refiner’s Fire” page 3.
“It is of compelling interest to realize that more than fifty revelations were given to the Prophet Joseph Smith over a period of eleven years from 1830 to 1841, which pertain to the Redemption of Zion, and the building of the city of the New Jerusalem. While generally Zion has many meanings and applications, the revelations concerning Zion given to the Prophet principally concern the centre place of Zion in Jackson County, Missouri, and the surrounding Counties.” “Refiner’s Fire” Page 333
Joseph Smith on arriving in Jackson County Missouri described Zion in these terms: 
“He manifested Himself unto us, and designated to me and others, the very spot upon which He designed to commence the work of the gathering, and the upbuilding of an Holy City, which should be called Zion.-Zion, because it is a place of righteousness, and all who build thereon are to worship the true and living God, and all believe in one doctrine, even the doctrine of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”     DHC Vol 2 p 254
Zion Not Yet Found upon the Earth

Since all the integral parts of Zion are not yet in place we can therefore conclude that Zion as intended by the Lord is not yet found anywhere upon the earth. Roy Doxey in the Ensign stated:
“The context in which the modern revelations reveal information about Zion is the establishment of a centre place in Jackson County, Missouri…..Zion, as envisioned by the prophets, is not here now; but as the Kingdom of God, through the church, spreads out and brings people with a Zion potential into its fold, Zion in its fullness, will come in the due time of the Lord. Preparation continues for that blessed day, when the elect will be prepared for the Saviour’s return to usher in His Millennial reign. The day will come when the leaders of the church will call the faithful devoted members to build the New Jerusalem: but the call will come only when the revelation is received by the Prophet.” See “Zion’s welfare is my portion” by Roy Doxey Ensign Feb 1973 pages 55-57.
The church, which is scattered throughout the earth, is not Zion today-but members of the church who qualify as the pure in heart will gather at the appointed time to become part of Zion.

A simple test to obtain the complete meaning of the term Zion as it pertains to our dispensation is to study the references to Zion in the index to the Doctrine and Covenants. There are approximately one hundred references to Zion in the Doctrine and Covenants. How many refer to Zion alone as the ‘pure in heart’? 

How many refer to the place of Zion? 

How many are used in the composite form combining the pure in heart in the place of Zion?

When the pure in heart inhabit their rightful appointed place, under the Celestial law of God, then Zion in its fullness is established. The bringing together of these three essential parts constitutes Zion.
The Teachings of Elder Bruce R. McConkie on the subject of Zion are now given for Comparison.

Note: - Elder McConkie was one of the great gospel scholars of modern times. Many including myself have benefited from his explanations on gospel topics. I found especially useful his New Testament Commentary. He was a dedicated Apostle and any comments concerning this one aspect of doctrine on Zion is not intended as a reproach on his character. 
It is not unreasonable to suppose that because he wrote so profusely that some error may have arisen in his writings. The problem lies in the fact that his writings on the subject of Zion are the most quoted in church manuals and by other General Authorities. 
See the study Are these Teachings in the book ‘The Millennial Messiah’ Scriptural
These teachings on Zion by Elder McConkie can be found quoted in church manuals and other articles written on this subject. 
One part of Zion ‘The Pure in Heart’ is used as if it is Zion in its complete fullness: 
“Please note: Zion is people; Zion is the saints of God; Zion is those who have been baptized; Zion is those who have received the Holy Ghost; Zion is those who keep the commandments; Zion is the righteous; or in other words, as our revelation recites: This is Zion-the pure in heart.”  Ensign May 1977 page 117 “Come let Israel build Zion”.

“Zion is the name given by the Lord to his saints. It is the name by which the Lord’s people are identified…. thus the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints is Zion. Joining the church is becoming a citizen of Zion.” (Mormon Doctrine page 854.)

With the emphasis on Zion being solely on people who are the pure in heart the doctrine is then further expanded to embrace that wherever members are found anywhere in the world, that place then becomes Zion.
 Elder McConkie further states: 
“Be it remembered that Zion is people; Zion is the pure in heart; Zion is the saints of the living God. And be it also remembered that the people called Zion build the places called Zion. Thus wherever the saints build an old or a New Jerusalem, wherever they establish cities of holiness, wherever they create stakes of Zion, there is Zion; And where these things are not, Zion is not”. Millennial Messiah page 293

Therefore, according to Elder McConkie the land or place of Zion is wherever the members are located, wherever that may be: 
“The foundations of Zion have already been laid in North America, in South America, in Europe, in Asia in the South Pacific and in every place where there are stakes of Zion.”
(Come Let us build Zion page 118)

Since it is the intention to take the gospel to all nations and create stakes the logical conclusion must be that Zion will be found throughout the earth before the Lord comes. Elder McConkie states: 
“We see congregations of the covenant people worshipping the Lord in Moscow and Peking and Saigon. We see the saints of the Most High raising their voices in Egypt and India and Africa. We see the stakes of Zion in all parts of the earth; and Israel the chosen people gathering into these cities of holiness, as it were to await the Coming of the Lord.”
 May 1980 Ensign April 1980 General Conference.

“Any portion of the surface of the earth that is organised into a stake of Zion-a City of Holiness as it were-becomes a part of Zion. A stake of Zion is a part of Zion-it is just that simple”. Page 295 Millennial Messiah

“Stakes of Zion are also being organised at the ends of the earth. In this connection, let us ponder these truths: A stake of Zion is a part of Zion. You cannot create a stake of Zion without creating a part of Zion. Zion is the pure in heart; we gain purity of heart by baptism and obedience. A stake has geographical boundaries. To create a stake is like founding a City of holiness.” (Come Let us build Zion page 118.)

In speaking of the revelation that allows all men to receive the priesthood Elder McConkie concludes:  “It opens the door so that we can truly preach the gospel to every nation and kindred and tongue and people. Now there are no restrictions as to where Zion can be established.” Millennial Messiah page 243

The teachings of Elder McConkie on Zion can be summarised in this statement: 
“Where then is Zion? It is wherever there are congregations of the pure in heart” Millennial Messiah page 295

When a scripture (D&C 97:21) is taken  out of context we are liable to build error upon error. Let us now examine the logic of what has been said.

We have previously quoted from Elder McConkie’s writings that “Zion is people, Zion is the saints of God, Zion is those who have been baptised etc.” However, even though Zion is people, if not enough people have been baptised in any one area, to become part of a stake, they are not Zion, because “Wherever they create stakes of Zion there is Zion, and where these things are not, Zion is not.”
No mention is made in his doctrine of those areas, which have insufficient converts (Zion people) to create a stake of Zion, and therefore remain as districts. This means that in the British Isles, all the land is Zion, except the Northern most parts of Scotland, which are not in a stake of Zion due to isolation. Likewise many nations in Europe such as France are part ‘stakes of Zion’ and part ‘districts’, depending on the density of the population in any one area. There are hundreds of districts in the church. Some stakes have even been discontinued due to lack of priesthood. Have the members in these areas now lost their Zion status?

Are those saints who live in these districts to be denied the opportunity of living in a ‘City of Holiness’, the place of Zion, due to no fault of their own? 
Are they to be denied the ‘safety and refuge’ that comes from living within the boundaries of a stake of Zion? 
Are they not also encouraged to remain in the lands of their birth, even though there may be few members in that land?

I wonder what the saints in Newfoundland or Yukon Territory and other low-density population areas think of this. What opportunity will they ever have of living within a City of Holiness’ and thereby receive the ‘safety and refuge’ promised. Is this logical?
No mention is made in his doctrine of the Law of Consecration a vital part in the establishment of Zion: 
“And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself. D&C 105:4-5.
It is interesting to note that around forty sections of the Doctrine and Covenants have some reference related to the United Order, including the Law of Consecration. Several sections are wholly or mostly devoted to it. The Law of Consecration must therefore be of major importance leading up to the Second Coming and into the Millennium.

In the previous quotations Elder McConkie is teaching that Zion can be built up by the pure in heart regardless of where they live and without the Law of Consecration.
In the book “Millennial Messiah”, containing over 700 pages concerning “the Second Coming of the Son of Man” and how we are to prepare “for that dreadful yet glorious day” (Extracts from the Preface to the book), there are no references in the index to either the United Order or the Law of Consecration. A major integral part of Zion is therefore missing in his teachings. 

Elder McConkie’s concept of the Gathering

Continuing the doctrine of Elder McConkie it has been established that Zion is to be found in all nations through establishing cities of Holiness called stakes. It must now therefore follow, that the Gathering to Zion, is to take place also in all nations. In other words there will no longer be a need for the saints to gather out of those nations to Zion and her stakes in Missouri and surrounding areas. He has therefore stated:
“The gathering place for Peruvians is in the stakes of Zion in Peru…. the gathering place for Chileans is in Chile; for Bolivians it is in Bolivia; for Koreans it is in Korea; and so it goes through all the length and breadth of the earth.” Come let us build Zion Ensign May 1977
In a letter to myself Dated 5 Oct. 1977 Elder McConkie states:
“Whenever a stake of Zion is created in any part of the earth that portion of the earth’s surface becomes Zion and the gathering of Israel consists of coming to that area. …We do not believe that the saints will come out of all nations and gather to Jackson County before the Second Coming. We do believe that Zion will be built up in all nations before the Lord comes…”

Elder McConkie explains that since the saints will not be gathered out from the nations to Zion and her stakes in Jackson County and surrounding areas, the saints will have delegates to represent them: 
“That call (To Jackson County) will not be for the saints in general to assemble there. The return to Jackson County will be by delegates, as it were…the rest of Israel will remain in their appointed places.” Millennial Messiah page 294 

No scriptural references are cited by Elder McConkie for this completely new doctrine, never before mentioned by any other leader since the time of Joseph Smith (See D&C 63:36-37; and D&C 101:11-12)
According to Elder McConkie therefore the gathering to Zion is akin to being converted by the missionaries and then going to the local meetinghouse-but only if the meetinghouse is in a stake.
 Elder McConkie states:
“This, then, is the message of gathering: Come unto Christ; repent and be baptised; receive the gift of the Holy Ghost and become pure, as pure and untainted from the sins of the world as is a newly born babe. Then assemble with the saints that the sanctifying processes may work in your life and you become a fit subject to stand before the King of Zion when he comes to reign in his glory.” Millennial Messiah page 292/293

“The gathering of Israel-guaranteed as we have seen by Jehovah himself-consists primarily, chiefly, and above all else in the acceptance of and the return to the Lord Jehovah and His laws.” Ibid page 195

Elder McConkie further explains that the spiritual gathering is being converted, but the physical gathering is going to the local congregation. We are not to do this process in haste or look back?

“The gathering is both temporal and spiritual. Israel gathers spiritually by joining the Church; she gathers temporally by assembling where church congregations are found. The great issue…is one of becoming pure in heart so as to be part of Zion. Such a glorious and worldwide movement as the gathering of Israel to Zion must not occur in a haphazard way; it must not be left to chance…. and so the Lord cautions-? Nay, commands-his saints: “let not your flight be in haste, but let all things be prepared before you; and he that goeth, let him not look back lest sudden destruction shall come upon him.”
D&C 133:15 see Millennial Messiah page 292.

How can this scripture (See D&C 133:15) concerning the need to be prepared for the future gathering to Zion be logically applied to attending the local meetinghouse where we live?
This is truly absurd and makes a mockery of the doctrine of the future gathering to Zion.
If these comments of Elder McConkie are applied logically anyone who moves to another country from the place of their conversion is breaking the commandment of gathering. So Elder McConkie gives the following counsel:  

“This then is the counsel of the Brethren: Build up Zion, but build it up in the area where God has given you birth and nationality. Build it up where he has given you citizenship, family, and friends.” 

It is clear that Elder McConkie has confused the process of conversion and joining the church with the principle of gathering.
What the Scriptures Teach concerning the Gathering
See the study The Final Gathering to Zion and Her Stakes for Safety
After explaining his concept of the gathering of Israel Elder McConkie summarises his belief by stating: 
“Because the House of Israel is scattered in all nations, the gathering must take place on all the surface of the earth” Millennial Messiah page 215
This however is inaccurate because the scriptures teach that since the tribes of Israel were scattered from one place unto all nations they will be gathered unto one place from all nations. (With the exception of the tribe of Judah who were separated from the rest of Israel.
Nehemiah explains the true concept of gathering this way: 
“Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou commandest thy servant Moses, saying, if ye transgress I will scatter you abroad among the nations: But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them; though there were of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen to set my name there” Nehemiah 1: 8-9

(In this instance he was speaking of the tribe of Judah.)
Likewise speaking of the rest of the House of Isareal the Lord states in plainness: 
“Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of this land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.” D&C 29:8. See also D&C 42:9, 36, 45:69, 49:25, and 133:58.
The scriptures clearly testify that there will be two places of gathering, when the time for Zion arrives, the Old and the New Jerusalem: 
“Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion. And let them who be of Judah flee unto Jerusalem, unto the mountains of the Lord’s house”. 

D&C 133:12-13. (See also Ether 13:5-8; 3 Nephi 16:17-20; 3 Nephi 20:22,29; Isaiah 52:8-10; Micah 4:1-2; Isaiah 2:2-3; D&C 45:24-25; D&C 77:15.) 

The Doctrine and Covenants teaches that the twofold mission of the priesthood is to first establish the church in all areas in preparation for an eventual gathering to Zion:  
“Hearken, O ye elders of my church…… (1).ye shall build up my church in every region (2) until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God” D&C 42: 1, 8-9 (Numbers added)
“(1) And I will establish a church by your hand; and (2) you shall strengthen them and prepare them against the time when they shall be gathered” D&C 31:7-8

The elders are to “(1)….call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me (2) and with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” D&C 45:64-66, 69 

(See also D&C 64:41-43; 3 Nephi 21:22-24, 28-29)

“(1) And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel (2) they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion” D&C 101:74

The above scriptures explain the two-fold reason for the preaching of the gospel and establishment of the church. This is succinctly explained in the revelation on the priesthood: 
“Yea, the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for (1) the restoration of His people, as He has spoken by the mouth of His prophets, and (2) for the gathering of His saints to stand upon mount Zion, which shall be the city of the New Jerusalem” D&C 84:2
We are therefore being presently restored to the true church and fold of God now as the lost sheep of the House of Israel, in all nations, in preparation for the final gathering to Zion. 

The first purpose has found great fulfilment in the establishment and building up of the church through districts, stakes and Temples in many nations of the Earth. The second purpose is yet to be accomplished and it is therefore vital that we as Latter-day Saints have a correct understanding of what is required in the establishment of a Zion society. 
The Lord explained to Enoch: 
“Righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” Moses 7:62

Righteousness and truth are surely sweeping the earth at this time like a flood, with the great army of missionaries and with the establishment of the church throughout the earth. The time will come when the waters will recede and the saints will be gathered from all parts of the earth to the City of the New Jerusalem and the surrounding cities (stakes) that will be appointed in the same general area. There the Saints will be blessed to live the full law of God, even the Law of consecration. 

In this way the saints will be preserved from the major destructions preceding the Second Coming as the Lord also explained to Enoch:  
“And the heavens shall shake, and also the earth; and great tribulations shall be among the children of men, but my people will I preserve.” Moses 7:61
Study the list of scriptures on pages 8-9 and the quotes sent to the First Presidency from articles Pages 27-29 which testify of the true principle of gathering. 
The Gathering to Zion is to take place at the time of the Harvest, when the fullness of iniquity is reached, prior to the destructions that will precede the Second Coming.

See D&C 101: 11-13, 64-65; D&C 133: 7-15; D&C 86:7
Until the time of the harvest the church is to continue to be built up in all areas and the members strengthened and prepared for the future Gathering to Zion.
Elder McConkie taught that the Saints will not be gathered out from the nations before the Second Coming.

In his letter on page 14 Elder McConkie states: 
“We do not believe the saints will come out of all nations and gather to Jackson County before the Second Coming”.
In the April 1980 General Conference he stated:

“We see congregations of the covenant people worshipping the Lord in Moscow and Peking and Saigon. We see the saints of the Most High raising their voices in Egypt and India and Africa. We see the stakes of Zion in all parts of the earth; and Israel the chosen people gathering into these cities of holiness, as it were to await the Coming of the Lord.”
 May 1980 Ensign 

“However, the temporal gathering of Israel will not be completed before the Second Coming of the Son of Man” page 306 Mormon Doctrine

Elder McConkie therefore states Israel will mostly be gathered after the Second Coming and during the Millennium. 

“It is in this setting, a setting that has ushered in the Millennium, that the promise is made:

‘And I will gather my people together as a man gathereth his sheaves into the floor.’ This is the great gathering destined to occur after our Lord’s return.” Millennial Messiah P 248
“In any event we know that the great day of gathering and glory for Israel and for the believing Gentiles lies ahead. It is reserved for the Millennial Day…” Ibid page 251 

“Much of the prophetic word relative to the gathering of Israel in the last days has a dual fulfilment. It is descriptive of the gathering now in process, which is premillennial, but it has far greater and more expanded application to the gathering after the ushering in of the Millennium when the earth shall be cleansed by fire. This final gathering will occur after the wicked masses of carnal men have been burned as stubble….  The pre-millennial gathering is going forward and shall continue to go forward in the midst of war and desolation and persecution. All of the forces of evil do and shall oppose it, for it is of God and they are of the evil. But the gathering destined to come after the Second Coming shall be by power-divine power-and shall take place after Satan is bound and after the wicked have been destroyed. In that day hell will no longer be able to fight against God, and Zion will triumph and flourish to the full.”  Ibid page 311-312

“The elders of Israel will gather Israel after the Lord comes on the same basis as at present” Ibid 314

Elder McConkie does not use any scriptures from the Doctrine and Covenants to support this doctrine. If the above is true how will the saints who are to be gathered after the Millennium escape the destructions that will be so widespread beforehand? The Lord has said: 

“I will not spare any that remain in Babylon. D&C 64:24 
The Saints who are on the earth at the time of the Second Coming will be caught up to meet Him:  “And the Saints that are upon the earth, who are alive, shall be quickened and be caught up to meet Him” D&C 88:96
So how will they gather “on the same basis at present” during the Millennium as Elder McConkie teaches in the quotes given above: 
In contrast Elder Petersen writes (See Page 16)
“We believe that when the ‘times of the Gentiles are fulfilled’, that there will be a gathering of the saints from all over the world, as is indicated in D&C 63:54. There will be a complete separation between the wicked and the righteous, and that will mean that the righteous will all be brought to Zion. Then the Lord says that His tribulations will be poured out upon the wicked. This final gathering will help the saints to escape the tribulations.”
The Prophet Joseph Smith taught: 
“It is the concurrent testimony of all the prophets, that this gathering together of all the saints, must take place before the Lord comes to take vengeance upon the Ungodly, and to be glorified and admired by all those who obey the Gospel.” Teachings page 183

The scriptures previously quoted in the letter to Elder McConkie specifically state that the gathering of all the righteous must take place before the Lord comes to escape the destructions that will come upon the whole earth. Study the following scriptures: 
 D&C 29:8; 45:66-69; 49:24-25; 63:33-37; 101; 11-13; 109:38-40; 133:7-15 Moses 7:61-62 

I will re-quote just one of these: 
And great tribulations shall be among the children of men, but my people will I preserve…. and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” Moses 7:61-62
According to Elder McConkie the Saints will not be Preserved

One of the purposes of the Gathering to Zion is for the safety and protection of the Saints to escape the destructions that are promised prior to the Second Coming. However in the doctrine of Elder McConkie the preservation of the righteous is void. 
There are many scriptures already quoted that testify (See Moses 7:61-62; D&C 29:8;

 45:60-69; 101:11-18)  how the Lord will preserve the righteous before the Second Coming.

In the teachings of Elder McConkie, however the general preservation promised the saints during the great tribulations and destructions of the last days is void and annulled, and the saints must look upon this preservation in a spiritual sense only: 
“There is certain smugness in the church, a feeling that all these things (destructions) are for others, not for us. But do not the same hurricanes often destroy the homes of the righteous as well as the wicked? And do not the same droughts often burn the crops of the saints along with those of the Gentiles? Do not the Atomic bombs fall on all the inhabitants of doomed cities? Where then shall the vengeance in the last days be found? The Lord says, “Upon my house shall it begin”…. Vengeance is for the wicked in and out of the church, and only the faithful shall be spared, and many of them only in the eternal perspective of things”    Millennial Messiah page 502

This will be the only alternative if the doctrine of Elder McConkie is accepted. He further stated:
“We do not know when the calamities and troubles of the last days will fall upon any of us as individuals or upon bodies of the saints.......We do not say that all of the saints will be spared and saved from the coming day of desolation…it may be, for instance, that nothing except the power of faith and the authority of the priesthood can save individuals and congregations from the atomic holocausts that surely shall be.” Ensign May 1979
Additional Teachings of Elder McConkie on related topics
Throughout his book the Millennial Messiah and other articles Elder McConkie has misapplied the scriptures on Zion and related topics. He has started out with the wrong concept and built error upon error.
 It would also appear that he has also received new revelations on this subject. 

As already discussed he has stated that the whole Earth will become Zion before the Lord come. He has also stated that the worldwide church will only be represented by delegates in Jackson County.

A new revelation on the Sacrament meeting in Adam-Ondi-Ahman?
Another new doctrine is that millions of saints past and present will be part of a sacrament meeting in Adam-Ondi-Ahman. According to Elder McConkie, the gathering to Adam-Ondi-Ahman will be: 
“For all the members of the church then living and all the faithful saints off all the ages past will be present. It will be the greatest congregation of faithful saints ever assembled on planet earth. It will be a sacrament meeting. And it will take place in Daviess County, Missouri, at a place called Adam-ondi-Ahman.” Millennial Messiah page 579

What Elder McConkie does not explain is how according to his doctrine the saints, who are still in all nations throughout the earth, will get to Adam-ondi-Ahman since they will only be represented by delegates in Jackson County.
President Joseph Fielding Smith states the true doctrine: 
“When this gathering is held, the world will not know of it; the members of the church at large will not know of it, yet it shall be preparatory to the coming in the clouds of glory of our Saviour Jesus Christ as the Prophet Joseph Smith has said. The world cannot know of it. The Saints cannot know of it, except those who officially shall be called into this council, for it shall precede the coming of Jesus Christ as a thief in the night, unbeknown to all the world.” Joseph Fielding Smith, ‘The Way to Perfection’ page 291 
See also Refiners Fire by Alvin R Dyer pages 185-188

A new revelation on the Lost Ten Tribes?
Elder McConkie states concerning the Lost Ten Tribes: 
“But says one, are they not in a body somewhere in the land of the North? Answer: They are not; they are scattered in all nations…and for that matter, they shall also come from the South and the East and the West and the ends of the earth. Such is the prophetic word.” Millennial Messiah page 216 extracts

 “Who, then, shall the prophets be among the Ten Tribes? They shall be the worthy and faithful members of the great Latter-day kingdom who serve as all faithful elders now serve.” Ibid page 326

“Their prophets are members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. They are stake presidents and Bishops and quorum presidents who are appointed to guide and direct the destinies of their stakes and wards and quorums” Ibid 326

Note also the confusion in the following statement as to where the lost tribes should gather: 

“What then, is meant by the leading of the Ten Tribes from the land of the North? Our answer is: Just what the words say. We are gathering Israel now in all nations and counselling them to stay where they are, there to enlarge the borders of Zion, there to build up stakes of Zion in their own lands and among their own people. But with the Ten Tribes, in part at least, it will be another thing. They are destined to return (at least in large and representative numbers) to the same soil where the feet of their forbears walked during the days of their mortal pilgrimage. They are to return to Palestine…Others will, of course, be in America and in all lands, but the formal return, the return from the North countries, will be to the land of their ancient inheritance” Ibid 320-321.
It states clearly in the Doctrine and Covenants however that:  
“And they who are in the North countries shall come in remembrance before the Lord; and their prophets shall hear his voice, and shall no longer stay themselves; and they shall smite the rocks, and the ice shall flow down at their presence…..and they shall bring forth their rich treasures unto the children of Ephraim, my servants. And the boundaries of the everlasting hills shall tremble at their presence. And there shall they fall down and be crowned with glory, even in Zion, by the hands of the servants of the Lord, even the children of Ephraim.” 133:26, 30-32 (See D&C 110:11)
In the book ‘The Coming of the Lord’ by pages 160-165 he quotes D&C 133: 26-33 and includes quotes from Charles W. Penrose, James E. Talmage, President Joseph Fielding Smith, Orson Pratt and President Wilford Woodruff to establish that the Ten Lost Tribes will still come as a body. Gerald N. Lund then states: 
“But the idea that the gathering has already been fulfilled in the great missionary efforts of the church is in error, for the Prophets have definitely stated that they shall come as a body; their coming shall be so miraculous, that it could not be mistaken for a gradual response to missionary work”.

Members of the church should accept what the scriptures say on the Lost Ten Tribes and leave it that without adding unnecessary speculation as Elder McConkie has done. 

Elder McConkie has also changed his own beliefs. He teaches opposite doctrines in his books Mormon Doctrine and Millennial Messiah.

After quoting several scriptures including 2 Nephi 9:2 Elder McConkie states in Mormon Doctrine page 306: 
“…..Meaning that the House of Joseph will be established in America, the House of Judah in Palestine, and that the Lost Tribes will come to Ephraim in America to receive their blessings in due course”
He further states on page 855 of Mormon Doctrine: 
“Joseph Smith announced at the April 1844, General Conference of the church that all of North and South America comprise the land of Zion (Teachings page 362), a land “choice above all other lands” (1 Nephi2: 20; Ether 1:42), a land upon which the scattered remnant of Israel is commanded to gather.” Doctrines of Salvation vol 3 page 72-75 
In contrast in the book Millennial Messiah that was published 20 years later he states: 
“The tribe of Ephraim is one of the Ten Tribes; and her people became wanderers in the nations, where they now reside and where they are now being found and gathered, one of a city and two of a family, into the stakes of Zion in those nations. This gathering of Israel is not to an American Zion; it is not to Palestine and the ancient holy land; it is not to any central place or location. Rather, it is to the holy places of safety that are now being set up in all nations as rapidly as our strength and means permit…This gathering of Ephraim is into the stakes of Zion in all nations of the earth.”

A study of the book Millennial Messiah reveals the depth of error in Elder McConkie’s beliefs concerning Zion, the Gathering and related topics. 
Conclusion
The doctrine of Elder McConkie on the Gathering to Zion has now been established in the minds of church members for a number of years. This does not give credence to these doctrines when they are not in accordance with what the Lord has revealed in the Doctrine and Covenants. 
I repeat what I have said in the introduction to this document. Since the exercise of faith is dependent on correct knowledge, it is of vital importance that any false and misleading doctrine is corrected at the earliest opportunity. True doctrine should always be the foundation of our action. 
There is a need for honesty and truth by the leadership of the church in relation to these matters. There has to be the courage to acknowledge that mistakes have been made and they remain uncorrected. Leaders and members should not deny the prophecies and revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants concerning the Gathering to Zion. The Lord has warned those who doubt His Word as given in the Doctrine and Covenants:-
“Wherefore, fear and tremble, O ye people, for what I the lord have decreed in them shall be fulfilled” D&C 1:7
“Search these commandments, for they are true and faithful, and the prophecies and promises which are in them shall all be fulfilled. What I the Lord have spoken, I have spoken, and I excuse not myself; and though the heavens and the earth pass away, my word shall not pass away, but shall all be fulfilled…..” D&C 1:37-38
Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf April 2008 General Conference said:
“Small errors and minor drifts away from the doctrine of the gospel of Jesus Christ can bring sorrowful consequences into our lives. It is therefore of critical importance that we become self-disciplined enough to make early and decisive corrections to get back on the right track and not wait or hope that errors will somehow correct themselves. The longer we delay corrective action, the larger the needed changes become, and the longer it takes to get back on the correct course—even to the point where a disaster might be looming.”
In all of this my personal concern is not that mistakes have been made, are being made or will be made in the future, because it is so easy to “be seduced by evil spirits, or doctrines of devils, or the commandments of men; for some are of men, and others of devils” D&C 46:7. 
The real concern is the unwillingness to listen and reason by those responsible for maintaining the purity of doctrine when evidence is clearly presented that such error has occurred, especially when this is channelled through the proper priesthood keys. 
Even the Lord Himself is willing to reason with mere mortals: 
“Let us reason together, that ye may understand; Let us reason even as a man reasoneth one with another face to face. Now when a man reasoneth he is understood of man. Because he reasoneth as a man; even so will I, the Lord, reason with you that you may understand?” D&C 50:10-12

Leaders, who will not listen, discuss, explain or clarify, are not justified before the Lord. Seeking clarification and asking for explanations on doctrinal matters is the right of all faithful priesthood holders.
Above all it should at least be understood that when doctrine is changed it will always come through the proper channels the Lord has established. Concerning the changes in doctrine brought about by Elder McConkie I feel we can apply the same words that were used to describe the deception of Hiram Page: 
“For, behold, these things have not been appointed unto him, neither shall anything be appointed unto any of this church contrary to the church covenants. For all things must be done in order, and by common consent in the church, by the prayer of faith” D&C 28:12-13
Reaction of a Gospel Doctrine Teacher
It has been my policy to only share this material with priesthood leaders as recorded in the correspondence section. However I decided to share this material with one member of the ward who was well versed in scripture, and was serving as the Gospel Doctrine teacher. He had a reputation for sound doctrine so I asked for his reaction to this study. I quote from part of his letter:

Malcolm,

“Having read this 2nd booklet of yours on the theme of Zion and the gathering of Israel, I am as you requested writing down some of my impressions and thoughts.

It is cheering to me to know that No-One is infallible! I was quite amazed to read Elder McConkie’s letter to you. As soon as I read it, I knew it was wrong. And he is the author of what is often regarded as the definitive work on LDS doctrine ‘Mormon Doctrine’. I still have the greatest respect for him, but I am glad to know that we are led by human beings who are not perfect. I think you are right not to share this with any but a few people….” END
I close with these words contained in the letter by Hugh Nibley: 

“The Lord knows what he is doing, whether we do or not; but he does leave us free to blunder in every direction.”  
Some Questions Arising From this Document

1. Study the list of scriptures contained in the letter sent to Elder McConkie pages 8-11. What is the message in these verses of scripture?  Is the message consistent, just requiring the exercise of faith in the Lord’s future plans?
2. Study the quotes from books and articles that were gathered in 1967 from such authors as James E. Talmage, LeGrand Richards, The Prophet Joseph Smith, and seminary and institute material on pages 30-32. Then read the letter from Apostle Elder Mark E. Petersen sent in 1979 on pages 14-15. Is the message contained in these quotes and letter consistent and in accordance with the list of scriptures studied?
3. Study the Notes on the meaning of Zion on page 33-39. Does it help to understand that the term Zion does not have just one meaning but is a composite term like such word’s as salvation. Why do we need to understand all the integral parts of the term Zion to obtain the complete meaning?
4. Finally study the teachings of Elder McConkie on the subject of Zion and related topics on pages 40-50. Are his teachings consistent with the scriptures and the quotes?
5. Why did Hugh Nibley who is recognised as one of the great church scholar’s state in his letter “You are not alone in the position you take”?
6. Elder McConkie states in his letter:  “The very reason my articles have been written and my sermons have been delivered is to correct the false impressions which many members of the Church have relative to the gathering and which impressions have been restated by you in your letter.” That list of members referred to by Elder McConkie includes General Authorities, and Gospel scholars like Hugh Nibley. How did all these members obtain these “false impressions”. Who gave Elder McConkie the authority to literally correct or change the doctrine of the church? 
7. Study carefully the letter from Elder McConkie and Elder Petersen on the same subject. What differences can you observe? 
8. Why does Elder McConkie leave out in his teachings on Zion any references to the Law of Consecration-the fundamental law of Zion?
9. Why did President Romney advise me to write direct to President Kimball if he did not have concerns? He then subsequently in the April 1981 General Conference gave a talk called “The restoration to the lands of their Inheritance” quoting and explaining the correct meaning of the Book of Mormon scriptures used by Elder McConkie and applied them in a totally different way. Why would he do this?
10. Study the book “The Millennial Messiah” by Elder McConkie which covers the topics of Zion, the Gathering and related events. What feelings do you have as you read it? Is it easy to understand? Compare it with the book “Refiner Fire” by Elder Alvin R. Dyer which had the full approval of President David O McKay. How opposite are the teachings in these books on the same subjects?
I recorded the following in my journal on the 9th June 2002
I seemed to have acquired a breakthrough in understanding yesterday as I reviewed and placed on the computer part of my previous presentation to the leaders of the church. The new understanding came about after carefully studying D&C 101:17-18 and D&C 97:18-21. I had previously prayed for the ability to explain the doctrine on Zion in greater simplicity. My mind seemed very alert as the new understanding developed and I could not sleep. These were some of my thoughts at that time.

“Zion is a composite term similar to words like salvation. It is made up of component parts, each of which is essential to have Zion in its fulness. Zion the appointed place is referred to in D&C 101:17-18 as the “mother” using such words as she and her. Zion the pure in heart are the children, waiting to be united with their mother.

You can only truly apply the term Zion in its fulness when the pure in heart (children) have united the appointed place (mother) living by the Celestial (Zion’s) law-the Law of Consecration.

It is wrong to take one part of Zion and apply it as if it refers to the whole. This causes in imbalance in our understanding and results in taking scripture out of context. To dwell on one aspect of Zion ‘the pure in heart’ will give the wrong meaning of the term.

The ‘Born again Christians’ have done exactly the same with the use of the word salvation which is also a composite term. They state that if you belief and confess the name of Christ a person is saved, quoting such scriptures as Romans 10:9. However other scriptures testify that this is only one part of the word salvation and will not by itself save anybody. It is also necessary to repent, be baptised; receive the Gift of the Holy Ghost and abide by other principles and ordinances of the Gospel.

Neither will the Saints enjoy the blessings that Zion has to offer by only accepting a part thereof. For example do we truly have safety and refuge if we are not gathered to the appointed places living under the Celestial Law?

This is the crux of my whole understanding on this subject. Zion is the Pure in Heart, in the appointed Place of Missouri and surrounding areas living by the United Order. It is easy to understand, plain and simple. It fits in perfectly with all the scriptures on Zion, for example Isaiah 49:20-23; 60:4; 66:7-9. Truth is might.

It is now so much easier to understand why Elder McConkie and others have made basic mistakes on this doctrine. The over-emphasis on one part of Zion has resulted in error upon error. In his book “Millennial Messiah” the appointed place of Zion is only mentioned very briefly. He also fails to mention another vital component the Law of Zion the Law of Consecration. Ninety eight per cent of the book is based on Zion ‘The pure in Heart’. So everywhere converts are made becomes Zion. Stakes of Zion in all nations are cities of holiness, even cities lake Las Vegas, London, New York are now Zion. There will now be no need for the saints to gather to Missouri, before the Second Coming but just send delegates to represent them. The whole book is full of false ideas.

The false doctrine by Elder McConkie is serious and if not corrected will have consequences for the saints as the time to exercise faith to redeem Zion is fast approaching.” End
Elder McConkie’s doctrine continues to be preached 

8 July 2006 Church News Elder Boyd K. Packer 
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“Speaking to an audience of 112 mission presidents and their wives in the Missionary Training Center in Provo, Utah, his address was broadcast to mission presidents worldwide. President Packer explained that from the Old Testament to the modern revelations, "the scriptures are laced with references to the words gather and gathering."
 “In August 1972, a historic change was announced, "a redirection from the Lord. Gathering was not to continue as it had for nearly 150 years. . . . Henceforth, they were to be gathered out of the world into the Church in their own lands into the stakes of Zion. A stake is a refuge from the world," President Packer explained.

“At the next general conference, President Harold B. Lee officially announced that the pioneering phase of gathering was over. President Packer said that President Lee quoted the words of Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the Council of the Twelve at a Mexico City Area Conference the previous August, in which the apostle said, "This certainly emphasizes the great need for the teaching and training of local leadership in order to build up the church within their own native countries.”

My notes on the above quote by Elder Packer

President Lee never mentioned a historic change at any general conference and neither was any sustained by the members of the Church. Neither is this historic change noted in any of the church historic reports such as the Church Almanac. In the April 1973 General Conference President H.B.Lee quoted Bruce R. McConkie from the August 1972 Mexico Area Conference who was then a member of the First council of the Seventy stating “Elder Bruce R. McConkie in a thought provoking address made some comments pertinent to this subject.” No revelation –no historic change. Neither can such originate from a member of the First Council of the Seventy.

In actual fact members had been remaining in their own lands since the early 1900’s when the United States government put greater restrictions on immigration. In 1898 President George Q. Cannon of the First Presidency made the first formal statement discouraging European converts from immigrating to Utah. (Oct 1898 Gen Conf) 

In the 1920’s The First Presidency specifically admonished the missionaries to cease proselyting emigration; and that converts in foreign lands could do more to build the kingdom if they would remain in their own lands. The organization of foreign stakes commenced in the 1950’s and nothing in principle changed in 1972 from the previous years. 
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