Atonement of Jesus Christ-Record of the Gospels 
Before the Feast of the Passover 
Raising of Lazarus: This event happened not long before the Passover and brought the multitudes to see the Savior. (see John 12:19) See John 11:1-46

Jesus in the house of Simon the leper in Bethany six days prior to the Passover.
John 12:1-9 see Matthew 26:6-13 Mark 14:3-9
“Then Jesus six days before the Passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was which had been dead, whom He raised from the dead. There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with Him. Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. Then saith one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's [son], which should betray Him, ‘Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor? ’This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein. Then said Jesus, ‘let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this. For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not always.’ Much people of the Jews therefore knew that He was there: and they came not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom He had raised from the dead.” 

Sanhedrin take counsel against Jesus 2 Days prior to the Passover.
Matthew 26:1-5 see also Mark 14:1-2 and Luke 22:1-6

“And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, He said unto His disciples, ‘Ye know that after two days is [the feast of] the passover, and the Son of Man is betrayed to be crucified.’ Then assembled together the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders of the people, unto the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, and consulted that they might take Jesus by subtilty, and kill [Him]. But they said, Not on the feast [day], lest there be an uproar among the people.”
On the Way into Jerusalem

Jesus tells of His betrayal and death and resurrection.
Luke 18:31-34 see Mathew 20:17-20; Mark 10:32-34

“Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished. For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall rise again. And they understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken.”
Bartimaeus a blind man is healed by the way. (Matthew says two blind men)
Mark 10:46-52 see Matthew 20:29-34 and Luke 18:35-43

“And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great number of people, blind Bartimæus, the son of Timæus, sat by the highway side begging. And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me. And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me. And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee. And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus. And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight. And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.”
Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem at the Time of the Feast of the Passover
Mark 11:1-11 see Matthew 21:1-11; Luke 19:29-44; John 12:12-19
Mark 11:1-7

“And when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he sendeth forth two of his disciples, And saith unto them, Go your way into the village over against you: and as soon as ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon never man sat; loose him, and bring him. And if any man say unto you, Why do ye this? say ye that the Lord hath need of him; and straightway he will send him hither. And they went their way, and found the colt tied by the door without in a place where two ways met; and they loose him. And certain of them that stood there said unto them, What do ye, loosing the colt? And they said unto them even as Jesus had commanded: and they let them go. And they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast their garments on him; and he sat upon him.”
Luke 19:37-40
“And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen; Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.”
Matthew 21:9-11

And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this? And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.”
Jesus Cleanses and Teaches in the Temple

Matthew 21:12-16 see Luke 19:45-48 Luke 21:37-38
“And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves, And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed them. And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore displeased, And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?”
Luke 19:47-48 
“And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests and the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy him, And could not find what they might do: for all the people were very attentive to hear him.”
Luke 21:37-38
“And in the day time he was teaching in the temple; and at night he went out, and abode in the mount that is called the mount of Olives. And all the people came early in the morning to him in the temple, for to hear him.”
Jesus went out of Jerusalem and lodged at Bethany. (Mary and Martha lived there) On His return He curses a fig tree.
Matthew 21:17-22

“And he left them, and went out of the city into Bethany; and he lodged there. Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he hungered. And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree withered away. And when the disciples saw it, they marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig tree withered away! Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.”
Chief Priests and Elders Question Jesus Authority as He Teaches in the Temple.
Matthew 21:23-27 see Mark 11:27-33; Luke 20:1-8

“And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority? And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, I in likewise will tell you by what authority I do these things. The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not then believe him? But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet. And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he said unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things.”
Jesus tells three parables which speak of the wickedness of the Jewish leaders.
Matthew 21:28-46, 22:1-14; see also Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-18

Matthew 21:28-32 Parable of the Two Sons.
“But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work today in my vineyard. He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went. And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not. Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you. For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe him.”
Matthew 21:33-46 Parable of the Unthankful Husbandman.
“Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country: And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another. Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and they did unto them likewise. But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will reverence my son. But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance. And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him. 

When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto those husbandmen? They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and will and let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits in their seasons. Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder. And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his parables, they perceived that he spake of them. But when they sought to lay hands on him, they feared the multitude, because they took him for a prophet.”
Matthew 22:1-14 Parable of the Royal Marriage Feast-The Wedding Garment
“And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said, The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage. But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests.

And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but few are chosen.”
As a result of these parables the chief priests and scribes plot against Jesus.

Luke 20:19-20
“And the chief priests and the scribes the same hour sought to lay hands on him; and they feared the people: for they perceived that he had spoken this parable against them. And they watched him, and sent forth spies, which should feign themselves just men, that they might take hold of his words, that so they might deliver him unto the power and authority of the governor.”
The Pharisees try to trap Jesus in His words so they can deliver Him to the Governor 

Tribute to Caesar
Matthew 22:15-22 See Mark 12:12; Luke 20:19-20

“Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle him in his talk.

And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man: for thou regardest not the person of men. Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Cæsar, or not? But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny. And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription? They say unto him, Cæsar’s. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Cæsar the things which are Cæsar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s. When they had heard these words, they marvelled, and left him, and went their way.”
The Sadducees tied to trap Jesus on the Doctrine of Marriage and the Resurrection
Mark 12:18-27; see Matthew 22:23-33; Luke 20:27-39

“Then come unto him the Sadducees, which say there is no resurrection; and they asked him, saying, Master, Moses wrote unto us, If a man’s brother die, and leave his wife behind him, and leave no children, that his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. Now there were seven brethren: and the first took a wife, and dying left no seed. And the second took her, and died, neither left he any seed: and the third likewise. And the seven had her, and left no seed: last of all the woman died also. In the resurrection therefore, when they shall rise, whose wife shall she be of them? for the seven had her to wife. And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of God? For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which are in heaven. And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living: ye therefore do greatly err.”
The Pharisees have another go  “The Great Commandment in the Law” 

Matthew 22:34-40 see Mark 12:28-34

“But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together. Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question tempting him, and saying, Master, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
Jesus turns the table and asks a question concerning Christ and His relationship to David- This question confounds them and they no longer dare ask more questions.

Matthew 22:41-46 see mark 22:35-37 and Luke 20:40-44
“While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The Son of David. He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool? If David then call him Lord, how is he his son? And no man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask him any more questions. (See Mark 12:37)
The Saviour then chastises the Scribes and Pharisees and their Wicked Practices

Matthew 23:1-36
“Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat: All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not. For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments, And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ. But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.

But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor!

Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the gold? And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift? Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon. And whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein. And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of God, and by him that sitteth thereon.

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also.

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets. Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?

Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation.”
Jesus Prophecies of the future Destruction of Jerusalem

Matthew 23:37-39

“Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.”
Casting gifts into the Temple Treasury-The Widows Mite 
Mark 12 41-44 See Luke 21:1-4

Jesus testifies of that the Hour of His Sacrifice Has Come-A voice from Heaven is heard

John 12:23-41

“And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.

Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour. Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again. The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to him. Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for your sakes. Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. This he said, signifying what death he should die. 

The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man? Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them.

But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again, ‘He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.’ These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him.”
Some Jewish Leaders believe but will not confess because of pride.
John 12:42-43

“Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.”
Jesus testifies that He was sent by His Father in Heaven. 
John 12:44-50

“Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me. And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness. And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.”
Mark 13:1-2

“And as he went out of the temple, one of his disciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here! And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”
Jesus Teaches of the Second Coming

See Matthew 24 and 25 and JSM Matthew 24 Mark 1:1-37; Luke 21:5-36

On the Mount of Olives with Peter, James and John, Jesus explains about the destruction of the world in the Last Days and of Jerusalem. The Parable of the Fig Tree Matt 24:32-33

Jesus taught three parables connected with the events of the Second Coming

Parable of the Ten Virgins Matthew 25:1-13

Parable of the Talents Matthew 25:14-30

Parable of the Sheep and Goats- “For I was hungred and ye gave me meat, and ye were thirsty and ye gave me drink.” Matthew 25:31-46
Jesus spoke again of His Coming Crucifixion

Matthew 26:1-2

“And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said unto his disciples, Ye know that after two days is the feast of the Passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified.”
Chief priests, scribes and elders with Judas plot against Jesus
See Luke 22:1-6; Matthew 26:3-5, 14-16; Mark 14:1-2, 10-11. 

The chief priests, scribes and elders assemble at the palace of High Priest Caiaphas to plot how to take Jesus and then kill Him. Judas meets with them and plans to betray Jesus, so they could catch Him by Himself away from the multitude.
The Passover or Last Supper in the Upper Chamber
Elder David B. Haight in vision saw the following:
“The first scene was of the Savior and His Apostles in the upper chamber on the eve of His betrayal. Following the Passover supper, He instructed and prepared the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper for His dearest friends as a remembrance of His coming sacrifice. It was so impressively portrayed to me—the overwhelming love of the Savior for each. I witnessed His thoughtful concern for significant details—the washing of the dusty feet of each Apostle, His breaking and blessing of the loaf of dark bread and blessing of the wine, then His dreadful disclosure that one would betray Him.”
He explained Judas’s departure and told the others of the events soon to take place.

Then followed the Savior’s solemn discourse when He said to the Eleven: “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33.)

Our Savior prayed to His Father and acknowledged the Father as the source of His authority and power—even to the extending of Eternal Life to all who are worthy.

He prayed, “And this is Life Eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”

Jesus then reverently added:

“I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.

“And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.” (John 17:3–5.)

He pled not only for the disciples called out from the world who had been true to their testimony of Him, “but for them also which shall believe on me through their word.” (John 17:20.)

When they had sung a hymn, Jesus and the Eleven went out to the Mount of Olives. There, in the garden, in some manner beyond our comprehension, the Savior took upon Himself the burden of the sins of mankind from Adam to the end of the world. His agony in the garden, Luke tells us, was so intense “his sweat was as … great drops of blood falling … to the ground.” (Luke 22:44.) He suffered an agony and a burden the like of which no human person would be able to bear. In that hour of anguish our Savior overcame all the power of Satan.” End of Elder Haight’s comments
See the study Atonement of Jesus Christ-Scriptures and Quotes
Preparation of the Passover
Luke 22:7-13 see Matthew 26:17-19; Mark 14:12-16 

“Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover must be killed. And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare us the passover, that we may eat. And they said unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare? And he said unto them, Behold, when ye are entered into the city, there shall a man meet you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow him into the house where he entereth in. And ye shall say unto the goodman of the house, The Master saith unto thee, Where is the guest chamber, where I shall eat the passover with my disciples? And he shall shew you a large upper room furnished: there make ready. And they went, and found as he had said unto them: and they made ready the passover.”
Events of the Passover or Last Supper.  

John 13:1

“Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.”

Introduction of the Sacrament

Luke 22:14-20 see Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25

“And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles with him. And he said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer: For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves: For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the Kingdom of God shall come. And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body   which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me. Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you.”
Jesus is to be betrayed see also Mark 14:17-21 Matthew 26:20-25
John 13:21 

“When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.”
Matthew 26:22
“And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every one of them to say unto him, Lord, is it I?” 

John 13:18, 22-30 
“I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me……….Then the disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he spake. Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved. Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should ask who it should be of whom he spake.
He then lying on Jesus’ breast saith unto him, Lord, who is it? Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly. Now no man at the table knew for what intent he spake this unto him. For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said unto him, Buy those things that we have need of against the feast; or, that he should give something to the poor. He then having received the sop went immediately out: and it was night.

The disciples desire to know who is the greatest among them but the Lord makes them equal and promises each of them a place in His kingdom sat on thrones judging the House of Israel.
See Luke 22:24-30

Jesus Washes His disciple’s feet as an example of service

See John 13:2-17

The Final Teachings of Jesus Christ to His Disciples
After Judas leaves Jesus teaches His disciples

John 13:31-33

“Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God be glorified in him, God shall also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway glorify him. Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you.”
He teaches them to “love One Another” 

See John 13:34-35; John 15:17
He was going to prepare a place for them in the Mansions of His Father

See John 14:1-3

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”
He taught that He was the way to His Father and of His relationship to Him
See John 14:4-11
V 6: “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. His disciples who believed would do great works if they ask in the name of Jesus.”
John 14:12-14

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.”
We are to Love Jesus by Keeping His Commandments and receive the promise of another Comforter the Holy Ghost. Jesus will show Himself to those who Love Him. Details of the function of the Holy Ghost are given
See John 14:15-26; John 15:26-27; 16:5-14
Jesus offers Comfort and Peace.
John 14:27

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

Jesus states He is to go back to The Father whom He loves and has kept His commandments in all things.
John 14:28-31
“Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I. And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe. Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence.”
See John 15:1-27
We need to Abide in Jesus and His words to bear fruit-the fruit should remain.
See John 15:1-8, 16
V 7-8: “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.”
Jesus Speaks of His Father’s Love and His Love for Us–Keep the Commandments.
John 15:9-13
“As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love. These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”
Jesus calls His disciples who He has chosen His Friends 
See John 15:14-15
The world will hate the servants of God

See John 15:18-21; 16:1-4
Why the world hates Jesus-no longer cloak for sin-They hate Him without a cause
See John 15:22-25
The Savior shares all things with the Father-The Savior will go back to His Father

John 16:15-16
“All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father.”
Jesus explains to His disciples that He will only be with them for a short time-but their sorrow will turn into joy
See John 16:18-22

Whatever the disciples pray for to the Father in faith will be granted

See John 16:23-26

The Father loves the disciples because they love Jesus-He is to go back to the Father
John 16:27-28
“For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God. I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father.”
Jesus finishes His teachings by telling the disciples they lack faith and will therefore scatter. Peter will deny Jesus. 

John 16:29-32; See John 13:36-38 see Matthew 26:30-35; Luke 22:31-34, 38 
John 16:32 “Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me.”
Mark 14:27-31
“And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered. But after that I am risen, I will go before you into Galilee. But Peter said unto him, Although all shall be offended, yet will not I. And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even in this night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. But he spake the more vehemently, If I should die with thee, I will not deny thee in any wise. Likewise also said they all.”
The disciples can have peace in Jesus despite the tribulation of the world
John 16:33

“These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
The Glorious Intercessory Prayer of the Savior
Before leaving for Gethsemane Jesus offers a prayer
John 17:1-26
“These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me. I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them.

And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.

And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.

Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.

Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.”
Jesus leaves the Upper Room and goes to the Mount of Olives
Mark 14:26 see Matthew 26:30

“And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the Mount of Olives.”
Luke 22:39
“And He came out, and went, as He was wont, to the Mount of Olives; and His disciples also followed Him.”
John 18:1
“When Jesus had spoken these words, He went forth with His disciples over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which He entered and His disciples.”
The Garden of Gethsemane

Commentary from “Jesus the Christ” by Elder James E. Talmage chapter 33 page 566

See Matthew 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:41-46

“Jesus and the eleven Apostles went forth from the house in which they had eaten, passed through the city gate, which was usually left open at night during a public festival, crossed the ravine of the Cedron, or more accurately Kidron, brook, and entered an olive orchard known as Gethsemane, on the slope of Mount Olivet. Eight of the apostles He left at or near the entrance, with the instruction: "Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder"; and with the earnest injunction: "Pray that ye enter not into temptation." 
Accompanied by Peter, James and John, He went farther; and was soon enveloped by deep sorrow, which appears to have been, in a measure, surprising to Himself, for we read that He "began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy."(He began to be sorrowful and very heavy-Matthew 26:37) 
He was impelled to deny Himself the companionship of even the chosen three; and 
Matthew 26:38-39: "Saith He unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me. And He went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, ‘O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.’
Mark's version of the prayer is: Mark 14:36: "Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take away this cup from me; nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt." 
Luke 22:42 “Saying, Father if thou be willing, remove this cup from me; nevertheless not my will but thine be done”
This part of His impassioned supplication was heard by at least one of the waiting three; but all of them soon yielded to weariness and ceased to watch. As on the Mount of Transfiguration, when the Lord appeared in glory, so now in the hour of His deepest humiliation, these three slumbered. 
Returning to them in an agony of soul Jesus found them sleeping; and addressing Peter, who so short a time before had loudly proclaimed his readiness to follow the Lord even to prison and death, Jesus exclaimed: 
Matthew 26:40-41: "What, could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation"; but in tenderness added, "the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 
The admonition to the apostles to pray at that time lest they be led into temptation may have been prompted by the exigencies of the hour, under which, if left to themselves, they would be tempted to prematurely desert their Lord. 
Prayed the Second Time.
Aroused from slumber the three apostles saw the Lord again retire, and heard Him pleading in agony: 
Matthew 26:42: "O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done." Returning a second time He found those whom He had so sorrowfully requested to watch with Him sleeping again, (Matthew 26:43)"for their eyes were heavy"; and when awakened they were embarrassed or ashamed so that they wist not what to say. 
Prayed the Third Time- Angel Strengthens Jesus.
A third time He went to His lonely vigil and individual struggle, and was heard to implore the Father with the same words of yearning entreaty. Luke tells us that Luke 22:43) "there appeared an Angel unto Him from Heaven, strengthening Him"; but not even the presence of this super-earthly visitant could dispel the awful anguish of His soul. 
Luke 22:44

"And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground."

When for the last time Jesus came back to the disciples left on guard, He said: 
Mark 14:41: "Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners." 
There was no use of further watching; already the torches of the approaching band conducted by Judas were observable in the distance. Jesus exclaimed: (Luke 14:42) "Rise, let us be going, behold, he is at hand that doth betray me." Standing with the Eleven, the Lord calmly awaited the traitor's coming. 

Christ’s agony in the garden is unfathomable by the finite mind, both as to intensity and cause… He struggled and groaned under a burden such as no other being who has lived on earth might even conceive as possible. It was not physical pain, nor mental anguish alone, that caused Him to suffer such torture as to produce an extrusion of blood from every pore; but a spiritual agony of soul such as only God was capable of experiencing. No other man, however great his powers of physical or mental endurance, could have suffered so; for his human organism would have succumbed, and syncope would have produced unconsciousness and welcome oblivion. In that hour of anguish Christ met and overcame all the horrors that Satan, ‘the prince of this world’ could inflict.

“In some manner, actual and terribly real though to man incomprehensible, the Savior took upon Himself the burden of the sins of mankind from Adam to the end of the world”  Modern revelation assists us to a partial understanding of the awful experience. In March 1830, the glorified Lord Jesus Christ, thus spake:

“For behold, I, God, have suffered these things for all, that they might not suffer if they would repent; But if they would not repent they must suffer even as I; Which suffering caused myself, even God, the greatest of all, to tremble because of pain, and to bleed at every pore, and to suffer both body and spirit—and would that I might not drink the bitter cup, and shrink— Nevertheless, glory be to the Father, and I partook and finished my preparations unto the children of men.” D&C 19:16-19

From the terrible conflict in Gethsemane, Christ emerged a victor. Though in the dark tribulation of that fearful hour He had pleaded that the bitter cup be removed from His lips, the request, however oft repeated, was always conditional; the accomplishment of the father’s will was never lost sight of as the object of the Son’s supreme desire. The further tragedy of the night, and the cruel inflictions that awaited him on the morrow, to culminate in the frightful tortures of the cross, could not exceed the bitter anguish through which he had successfully passed.”
The Betrayal and the Arrest

Commentary from “Jesus the Christ” by Elder James E. Talmage

See Matthew 26:47-56; Mark 14:43-52; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:3-11

During the period of the Lord's last and most loving communion with the Eleven, Judas had been busy in his treacherous conspiracy with the priestly authorities. It is probable that the determination to make the arrest that night was reached when Judas reported that Jesus was within the city walls and might easily be apprehended. The Jewish rulers assembled a body of temple guardsmen or police, and obtained a band of Roman soldiers under command of a tribune; this band or cohort was probably a detachment from the garrison of Antonia commissioned for the work of the night on requisition of the chief priests.
This company of men and officers representing a combination of ecclesiastical and military authority, set forth in the night with Judas at their head, intent on the arrest of Jesus. They were equipped with lanterns, torches, and weapons. It is probable that they were first conducted to the house in which Judas had left his fellow apostles and the Lord, when the traitor had been dismissed; and that finding the little company had gone out, Judas led the multitude to Gethsemane, for He knew the place, and knew also that "Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with His disciples." 
John 18:2-3: “And Judas also, which betrayed Him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with His disciples. Judas then, having received a band [of men] and officers from the chief priests and pharisees cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons.” 

While Jesus was yet speaking to the Eleven whom He had roused from slumber with the announcement that the betrayer was at hand, Judas and the multitude approached. As a preconcerted sign of identification the recreant Iscariot, with treacherous duplicity, came up with a hypocritical show of affection, saying,
Matthew 26:49 "Hail, master," and profaned his Lord's sacred face with a kiss. That Jesus understood the treacherous significance of the act appears in His pathetic, yet piercing and condemning reproach: Luke 22:48: "Judas, betrayest thou the Son of Man with a kiss?" 
Then, applying the title with which the other apostles had been honored, the Lord said: Matthew 26:50: “Friend, do that for which thou art come.” It was a reiteration of the behest given at the supper table, "That thou doest, do quickly." 

The armed band hesitated, though their guide had given the signal agreed upon. Jesus walked toward the officers, with whom stood Judas, and asked, (John 18:4) (Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them,) "Whom seek ye?" To their reply, (John 18:5) "Jesus of Nazareth," the Lord rejoined: "I am he." Instead of advancing to take Him, the crowd pressed backward, and many of them fell to the ground in fright. The simple dignity and gentle yet compelling force of Christ's presence proved more potent than strong arms and weapons of violence. 
Again, He put the question, (John 18:7) "Whom seek ye?" and again they answered, "Jesus of Nazareth." Then said Jesus: (John 18:8) "I have told you that I am He; if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way."
The last remark had reference to the apostles, who were in danger of arrest; and in this evidence of Christ's solicitude for their personal safety, John saw a fulfilment of the Lord's then recent utterance in prayer, (John 18:9) "Of them which thou gavest me have I lost none."
It is possible that had any of the Eleven been apprehended with Jesus and made to share the cruel abuse and torturing humiliation of the next few hours, their faith might have failed them, relatively immature and untried as it then was; even as in succeeding years many who took upon themselves the name of Christ yielded to persecution and went into apostasy. 
When the officers approached and seized Jesus, some of the Apostles, ready to fight and die for their beloved Master, asked, (Luke 22:49) "Lord, shall we smite with the sword?" 
Peter, waiting not for a reply, drew his sword and delivered a poorly aimed stroke at the head of one of the nearest of the crowd, whose ear was severed by the blade. John 18:10 “Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it and smote the High Priest’s ear.” The man thus wounded was Malchus, a servant of the high priest. Jesus, asking liberty of His captors by the simple request, (Luke 22:51)"Suffer ye thus far. And He touched his ear and healed him”," stepped forward and healed the injured man by a touch. 
Turning to Peter the Lord rebuked his rashness, and commanded him to return the sword to its scabbard, with the reminder that (Matthew 26:52) "all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword." Then, to show the needlessness of armed resistance, and to emphasize the fact that He was submitting voluntarily and in accordance with foreseen and predicted developments, the Lord continued: 
Matthew 26:53: "Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?" And further, 
John 18:11: "Put up thy sword into the sheaf the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it”
But, though surrendering Himself unresistingly, Jesus was not unmindful of His rights; and to the priestly officials, chief priests, captain of the temple guard, and elders of the people who were present, He voiced this interrogative protest against the illegal night seizure;
Matthew 26:55-56: "Are ye come out as against a thief with swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me. But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled." 
Luke records the Lord's concluding words thus:
Luke 22:53: "but this is your hour, and the power of darkness." Unheeding His question, and without deference to His submissive demeanor, the captain and the officers of the Jews bound Jesus with cords and led Him away, a prisoner at the mercy of His deadliest enemies. 
John 18:12 “Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus and bound Him”
Matthew 26:57 “And they that had hold on Jesus led Him away….”
The eleven Apostles, seeing that resistance was useless, not only on account of disparity of numbers and supply of weapons but chiefly because of Christ's determination to submit, turned and fled. Every one of them forsook Him, even as He had foretold. (Matthew 26:56) Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled.”
That they were really in jeopardy is shown by an incident preserved by Mark alone. An unnamed young man, aroused from sleep by the tumult of the marching band, had sallied forth with no outer covering but a linen sheet. (See Mark 14:50-51) His interest in the arrest of Jesus and his close approach caused some of the guardsmen or soldiers to seize him; but he broke loose and escaped leaving the sheet in their hands.” 
The Trial and Condemnation

Commentary from “Jesus the Christ” by Elder James E. Talmage

First to Annas and then Caiaphas

The Jewish Trial: From Gethsemane the bound and captive Christ was haled before the Jewish rulers. John alone informs us that the Lord was taken first to Annas, (John 18:13) who sent Him, still bound, to Caiaphas, the high priest; the synoptists record the arraignment before Caiaphas only. 
No details of the interview with Annas are of record; and the bringing of Jesus before him at all was as truly irregular and illegal, according to Hebrew law, as were all the subsequent proceedings of that night. Annas, who was father-in-law to Caiaphas, had been deposed from the high-priestly office over twenty years before; but throughout this period he had exerted a potent influence in all the affairs of the hierarchy. 
Caiaphas, as John is careful to remind us, (John 18:14) "was he, which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one man should die for the people." 
First Informal Trial before Caiaphas

See Matthew 26:57-68; Mark 14:55-66; Luke 22:63-71; John 18:15-27

At the palace of Caiaphas, the chief priests, scribes, and elders of the people were assembled, in a meeting of the Sanhedrin, informal or otherwise, all eagerly awaiting the result of the expedition led by Judas. When Jesus, the object of their bitter hatred and their predetermined victim, was brought in, a bound Prisoner, He was immediately put upon trial in contravention of the law, both written and traditional, of which those congregated rulers of the Jews professed to be such zealous supporters. No legal hearing on a capital charge could lawfully be held except in the appointed and official courtroom of the Sanhedrin. 
From the account given in the fourth Gospel we infer that the Prisoner was first subjected to an interrogative examination by the high priest in person. That functionary, whether Annas or Caiaphas is a matter of inference, inquired of Jesus concerning His disciples and His doctrines. Such a preliminary inquiry was utterly unlawful; for the Hebrew code provided that the accusing witnesses in any cause before the court should define their charge against the accused, and that the latter should be protected from any effort to make him testify against himself. 
The Lord's reply should have been a sufficient protest to the high priest against further illegal procedure. 
John 18:20-21: "Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the Temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing. Why askest thou me?-ask them which heard me, what I have said unto them: behold, they know what I said." 
This was a lawful objection against denying to a Prisoner on trial his right to be confronted by his accusers. It was received with open disdain; and one of the officers who stood by, hoping perhaps to curry favor with his superiors, actually struck Jesus a vicious blow accompanied by the question, John 18:22 "Answerest thou the high priest so?" To this cowardly assault the Lord replied with almost superhuman gentleness. John 18:23: "If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me?" 
Combined with submissiveness, however, this constituted another appeal to the principles of justice; if what Jesus had said was evil, why did not the assailant accuse Him; and if He had spoken well, what right had a police officer to judge, condemn, and punish, and that too in the presence of the high priest? Law and justice had been dethroned that night. 
Peter’s Denial of the Lord

John 18:15-18, 25-27 (Mark records that after the first denial the cock crew)
“And Simon Peter followed Jesus and so did another disciple; (John) That disciple as known unto the High Priest, and went in with Jesus into the palace of the High Priest. But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out that other disciple which was known unto the High Priest, and spake unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter. The said the damsel that kept the door unto Peter, art thou also one of this man’s disciples. He saith I am not. Mark 14:68 “And the cock crew”

And the servants and officers stood there who had made a fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed themselves: and Peter stood with them, and warmed himself….They said therefore unto him, art thou also one of his disciples? He denied it and said I am not. One of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith ‘Did not I see thee in the garden with him?’ Peter then denied again and immediately the cock crew.”

Luke 22:61 See Mark 16:66-72

“And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the lord, how He said unto him “Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me” Mark 14:72 “And when he thought thereon, he wept”
False Witnesses against Jesus
Matthew 26:59: "Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death." 
Whether "all the council" means a legal quorum, which would be twenty-three or more, or a full attendance of the seventy-two Sanhedrists, is of small importance. Any sitting of the Sanhedrin at night, and more particularly for the consideration of a capital charge, was directly in violation of Jewish law. Likewise was it unlawful for the council to consider such a charge on a Sabbath, a feast day, or on the eve on any such day. In the Sanhedrin, every member was a judge; the judicial body was to hear the testimony, and, according to that testimony and nought else, render a decision on every case duly presented. The accusers were required to appear in person; and they were to receive a preliminary warning against bearing false witness. Every defendant was to be regarded and treated as innocent until convicted in due course. But in the so-called trial of Jesus, the judges not only sought witnesses, but specifically tried to find false witnesses. 
Though many false witnesses came, yet there was no "witness" or testimony against the Prisoner, for the suborned perjurers failed to agree among themselves; and even the lawless Sanhedrists hesitated to openly violate the fundamental requirement that at least two concordant witnesses must testify against an accused person, for, otherwise, the case had to be dismissed. 

That Jesus was to be convicted on some charge or other, and be put to death, had been already determined by the priestly judges; their failure to find witnesses against Him threatened to delay the carrying out of their nefarious scheme. Haste and precipitancy characterized their procedure throughout; they had unlawfully caused Jesus to be arrested at night; they were illegally going through the semblance of a trial at night; their purpose was to convict the Prisoner in time to have Him brought before the Roman authorities as early as possible in the morning-as a criminal duly tried and adjudged worthy of death. The lack of two hostile witnesses who would tell the same falsehoods was a serious hindrance. 
But Matthew 26:60-61: "at the last came two false witnesses, and said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the Temple of God, and to build it in three days." Others, however, testified: Mark 14:58: "We heard him say, I will destroy this Temple that is made with hands, and within three days I will build another made without hands." 
And so, as Mark observes, even in this particular their Mark 14:59: "witness" or testimony did not agree.
Surely in a case at bar, such discrepancy as appears between "I am able to" and "I will," as alleged utterances of the accused, is of vital importance. Yet this semblance of formal accusation was the sole basis of a charge against Christ up to this stage of the trial…….

The vaguely defined shadow of legal accusation produced by the dark and inconsistent testimony of the false witnesses was enough to embolden the iniquitous court. Caiaphas, rising from his seat to give dramatic emphasis to his question, demanded of Jesus: 
Matthew 26:62: "Answerest thou nothing? What is it which these witness against thee?"
There was nothing to answer. 

No consistent or valid testimony had been presented against Him; therefore He stood in dignified silence. Then Caiaphas, in violation of the legal proscription against requiring any person to testify in his own case except voluntarily and on his own initiative, not only demanded an answer from the Prisoner, but exercised the potent prerogative of the high-priestly office, to put the accused under oath, as a witness before the sacerdotal court. 
Jesus Acknowledges His Divine Sonship and is Accused of Blasphemy

Matthew 26:63: “And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God." 
The fact of a distinct specification of "the Christ" and "the Son of God" is significant, in that it implies the Jewish expectation of a Messiah, but does not acknowledge that He was to be distinctively of divine origin. Nothing that had gone before can be construed as a proper foundation for this inquiry. The charge of sedition was about to be superseded by one of greater enormity-that of blasphemy. 

To the utterly unjust yet official adjuration of the high priest, Jesus answered: 
Matthew 26:64 "Thou hast said: nevertheless, I say unto you: Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of Heaven." 
This expression "Thou hast said" was equivalent to-I am what thou hast said. It was an unqualified avowal of divine parentage, and inherent Godship.
 Matthew 26:65-66: "Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses? Behold, now ye have heard His blasphemy. What think ye? They answered and said, He is guilty of death." 

Thus the judges in Israel, comprising the high priest, the chief priests, the scribes and elders of the people, the Great Sanhedrin, unlawfully assembled, decreed that the Son of God was deserving of death, on no evidence save that of His own acknowledgment. By express provision the Jewish code forbade the conviction, specifically on a capital charge, of any person on his own confession, unless that was amply supported by the testimony of trustworthy witnesses. As in the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus had voluntarily surrendered Himself, so before the judges did He personally and voluntarily furnish the evidence upon which they unrighteously declared Him deserving of death………….

Jesus stood convicted of the most heinous offense known in Jewry. However unjustly, He had been pronounced guilty of blasphemy by the supreme tribunal of the nation. In strict accuracy we cannot say that the Sanhedrists sentenced Christ to death, inasmuch as the power to authoritatively pronounce capital sentences had been taken from the Jewish council by Roman decree. The high-priestly court, however, decided that Jesus was worthy of death, and so certified when they handed Him over to Pilate.
In their excess of malignant hate, Israel's judges abandoned their Lord to the wanton will of the attendant varlets, who heaped upon Him every indignity their brutish instincts could suggest. (See Matthew 26:57) They spurted their foul spittle into His face; and then, having blindfolded Him, amused themselves by smiting Him again and again, saying the while: (Matthew 26:68) "Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that smote thee?" The miscreant crowd mocked Him, and railed upon Him with jeers and taunts, and branded themselves as blasphemers in fact.

Jehovah was convicted of blasphemy against Jehovah. The only mortal Being to whom the awful crime of blasphemy, in claiming divine attributes and powers, was impossible, stood before the judges of Israel condemned as a blasphemer. The "whole council," by which expression we may possibly understand a legal quorum, was concerned in the final action. 
Thus ended the miscalled "trial” of Jesus before the high-priest and elders of His people. During the few hours that remained to Him in mortality, He would be in the hands of the Gentiles, betrayed and delivered up by His own.
The First Appearance before Pilate

Mark 15:1; John 18:28 see Mark 15:1; Luke 23:1

“And straightway in the morning the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council, and bound Jesus, and carried him away, and delivered him to Pilate.”…….. “And they themselves went not into the judgment seat hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the Passover”

As we have already learned, no Jewish tribunal had authority to inflict the death penalty; imperial Rome had reserved this prerogative as her own. The united acclaim of the Sanhedrists, that Jesus was deserving of death, would be ineffective until sanctioned by the emperor's deputy, who at that time was Pontius Pilate, the governor, or more properly, procurator, of Judea, Samaria, and Idumea………. 
The governor with his attendants was in Jerusalem at this momentous Passover season. Early on Friday morning, the "whole council," that is to say, the Sanhedrin, led Jesus, bound, to the judgment hall of Pontius Pilate; but with strict scrupulosity they refrained from entering the hall lest they become defiled; for the judgment chamber was part of the house of a Gentile, and somewhere therein might be leavened bread, even to be near which would render them ceremonially unclean. Let every one designate for himself the character of men afraid of the mere proximity of leaven, while thirsting for innocent blood!”
John 18:29-40; Luke 23:2-7; Mark 15:2-5. 
John 18:29: “Pilate then went out unto them, and said, ‘What accusation bring ye against this man” 

In deference to their scruples Pilate came out from the palace; and, as they delivered up to him their Prisoner, asked: "What accusation bring ye against this man?" The question, though strictly proper and judicially necessary, surprised and disappointed the priestly rulers, who evidently had expected that the governor would simply approve their verdict as a matter of form and give sentence; accordingly, but instead of doing so, Pilate was apparently about to exercise his authority of original jurisdiction. 
With poorly concealed chagrin, their spokesman, probably Caiaphas answered: (John 18:30) "If he were not a malefactor, we would not have delivered him up unto thee." It was now Pilate's turn to feel or at least to feign umbrage, and he replied in effect: Oh, very well; if you don't care to present the charge in proper order, (John 18:31) “take ye him, and judge him according to your law”; don't trouble me with the matter. But the Jews rejoined: "It is not lawful for us to put any man to death." 

John the apostle intimates in this last remark a determination on the part of the Jews to have Jesus put to death not only by Roman sanction but by Roman executioners for, as we readily may see, had Pilate approved the death sentence and handed the Prisoner over to the Jews for its infliction, Jesus would have been stoned, in accordance with the Hebrew penalty for blasphemy; whereas the Lord had plainly foretold that His death would be by crucifixion, which was a Roman method of execution, but one never practiced by the Jews. 
Furthermore, if Jesus had been put to death by the Jewish rulers, even with governmental sanction, an insurrection among the people might have resulted, for there were many who believed on Him. The crafty hierarchs were determined to bring about His death under Roman condemnation. 
Luke 23:2: "And they began to accuse him, saying, ‘we found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ a King.’ 
It is important to note that no accusation of blasphemy was made to Pilate; had such been presented, the governor, thoroughly pagan in heart and mind, would probably have dismissed the charge as utterly unworthy of a hearing; for Rome with her many gods, whose number was being steadily increased by current heathen deification of mortals, knew no such offense as blasphemy in the Jewish sense. The accusing Sanhedrists hesitated not to substitute for blasphemy, which was the greatest crime known to the Hebrew code, the charge of high treason, which was the gravest offense listed in the Roman category of crimes. 
To the vociferous accusations of the chief priests and elders, the calm and dignified Christ deigned no reply. To them He had spoken for the last time-until the appointed season of another trial, in which He shall be the Judge, and they the prisoners at the bar. 

Pilate was surprised at the submissive yet majestic demeanor of Jesus; there was certainly much that was kingly about the Man; never before had such a One stood before him. The charge, however, was a serious one; men who claimed title to kingship might prove dangerous to Rome; yet to the charge the accused answered nothing. Entering the judgment hall, Pilate had Jesus called. That some of the disciples, and among them almost certainly John, also went in, is apparent from the detailed accounts of the proceedings preserved in the fourth Gospel. Anyone was at liberty to enter, for publicity was an actual and a widely proclaimed feature of Roman trials. 

Pilate, plainly without animosity or prejudice against Jesus, asked: (John 18:33) "Art thou the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered him, (John 18:34) “Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me?" 
The Lord's counter-question, as Pilate's rejoinder shows, meant, and was understood to mean, as we might state it: Do you ask this in the Roman and literal sense-as to whether I am a king of an earthly kingdom-or with the Jewish and more spiritual meaning? A direct answer "Yes" would have been true in the Messianic sense, but untrue in the worldly signification; and "No" could have been inversely construed as true or untrue.
John 18:35: "Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done?” Jesus answered, 
John 18:36: “My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my Kingdom not from hence.”
 Pilate therefore said unto him,
John 18:37: ‘Art thou a king then?’ Jesus answered: “Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.”
It was clear to the Roman governor that this wonderful Man, with His exalted views of a Kingdom not of this world, and an empire of truth in which He was to reign, was no political insurrectionist; and that to consider Him a menace to Roman institutions would be absurd. 
Those last words-about truth-were of all the most puzzling; Pilate was restive, and perhaps a little frightened under their import. (John 18:38) "What is truth?" he rather exclaimed in apprehension than inquired in expectation of an answer, as he started to leave the hall. To the Jews without he announced officially the acquittal of the Prisoner. "I find in Him no fault at all" was the verdict. 

But the chief priests and scribes and elders of the people were undeterred. Their thirst for the blood of the Holy One had developed into mania. Wildly and fiercely they shrieked:
Luke 23:5: "And they were more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place."
The mention of Galilee suggested to Pilate a new course of procedure. Having confirmed by inquiry that Jesus was a Galilean, he determined to send the Prisoner to Herod, the vassal ruler of that province, who was in Jerusalem at the time. By this action Pilate hoped to rid himself of further responsibility in the case, and moreover, Herod, with whom he had been at enmity, might be placated thereby.
Luke 23:6:7 “When Pilate heard of Galilee he asked whether the man were a Galilean and as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod’s jurisdiction., he sent him to Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at that time”
Christ before Herod

Herod Antipas, the degenerate son of his infamous sire, Herod the Great, was at this time tetrarch of Galilee and Perea, and by popular usage, though without imperial sanction, was flatteringly called king. He it was who, in fulfilment of an unholy vow inspired by a woman's voluptuous blandishments, had ordered the murder of John the Baptist. He ruled as a Roman vassal, and professed to be orthodox in the observances of Judaism. He had come up to Jerusalem, in state, to keep the feast of the Passover. 
Herod was pleased to have Jesus sent to him by Pilate; for, not only was the action a gracious one on the part of the procurator, constituting as after events proved a preliminary to reconciliation between the two rulers, but it was a means of gratifying Herod's curiosity to see Jesus, of whom he had heard so much, whose fame had terrified him, and by whom he now hoped to see some interesting miracle wrought. 
Luke 23:8-9: “Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad, for he was desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by him. Then he questioned with him I many words; but He answered him nothing.”

Whatever fear Herod had once felt regarding Jesus, whom he had superstitiously thought to be the reincarnation of his murdered victim, John the Baptist, was replaced by amused interest when he saw the far-famed Prophet of Galilee in bonds before him, attended by a Roman guard, and accompanied by ecclesiastical officials. Herod began to question the Prisoner; but Jesus remained silent. 

Luke 23:10: “And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused Him” but not a word was uttered by the Lord. Herod is the only character in history to whom Jesus is known to have applied a personal epithet of contempt. "Go ye and tell that fox," He once said to certain Pharisees who had come to Him with the story that Herod intended to kill Him. 
As far as we know, Herod is further distinguished as the only being who saw Christ face to face and spoke to Him, yet never heard His voice. For penitent sinners, weeping women, prattling children, for the scribes, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the rabbis, for the perjured high priest and his obsequious and insolent underling, and for Pilate the pagan, Christ had words-of comfort or instruction, of warning or rebuke, of protest or denunciation-yet for Herod the fox He had but disdainful and kingly silence. Thoroughly piqued, Herod turned from insulting questions to acts of malignant derision. He and his men-at-arms made sport of the suffering Christ, (Luke 23:11) "set him at nought and mocked him"; then in travesty they "arrayed him in a gorgeous robe and sent him again to Pilate."
Herod had found nothing in Jesus to warrant condemnation. 
Luke 23:12 “And the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends together, for before they were at enmity between themselves.”
See Matthew 27:3-10: The end of Judas who having betrayed innocent blood for thirty pieces of silver hanged himself which Fulfils the prophecy of Zechariah 11:13
Christ Again Before Pilate

Matthew 27:15-25; Mark 15:6-14; Luke 23:13-25; John 18:16- 

The Roman procurator, finding that he could not evade further consideration of the case, (Luke 23:13) "And Pilate when he had called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people," and (Luke 23:14-16)  "said unto them, Ye have brought this man unto me, as one that perverteth the people: and, behold, I, having examined him before you, have found no fault in this man touching those things whereof ye accuse him: No, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing worthy of death is done unto him. I will therefore chastise him, and release him." 
Pilate's desire to save Jesus from death was just and genuine; his intention of scourging the prisoner, whose innocence he had affirmed and reaffirmed, was an infamous concession to Jewish prejudice. He knew that the charge of sedition and treason was without foundation; and that even the framing of such an accusation by the Jewish hierarchy, whose simulated loyalty to Caesar was but a cloak for inherent and undying hatred, was ridiculous in the extreme; and he fully realized that the priestly rulers had delivered Jesus into his hands because of envy and malice.
Mathew 27:15 “Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner, whom they would”
It was the custom for the governor at the Passover season to pardon and release any one condemned prisoner whom the people might name. On that day there lay in durance, awaiting execution, (Matthew 27:16) "a notable prisoner, called Barabbas," who had been found guilty of sedition, in that he had incited the people to insurrection, and had committed murder. This man stood convicted of the very charge on which Pilate specifically and Herod by implication had pronounced Jesus innocent, and Barabbas was a murderer in addition. 

Pilate thought to pacify the priests and people by releasing Jesus as the subject of Passover leniency; this would be a tacit recognition of Christ's conviction before the ecclesiastical court, and practically an endorsement of the death sentence, superseded by official pardon. 
Matthew 27:18: “For he knew that for envy they had delivered Him.” 
Therefore he asked of them: 
Matthew 27:17: "Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?" 
There appears to have been a brief interval between Pilate's question and the people's answer, during which the chief priests and elders busied themselves amongst the multitude, urging them to demand the release of the insurrectionist and murderer. 
Matthew 27:20: “But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas and destroy Jesus.” 
So, when Pilate reiterated the question: (Matthew 27:21) "Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you?" assembled Israel cried "Barabbas." Pilate, surprised, disappointed, and angered, (willing to release Jesus-Luke 23:20) then asked:
Matthew 27:22-23 "What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say unto him, let him be crucified. And the governor said, “Why, what evil hath he done? But they cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified."
Luke 23:22-25: “And he said unto them the third time, why, what evil hath He done? I have found no cause of death in Him; I will therefore chastise Him and let Him go. And they were instant with loud voices, requiring that He might be crucified. And the voices of them and of the chief priests prevailed.” 
Matthew 27:24: “When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made he took water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just man; Then answered all the people and said His blood be on us and on our children.”
The Roman governor was sorely troubled and inwardly afraid. To add to his perplexity he received a warning message from his wife, even as he sat on the judgment seat: 
Matthew 27:19: "Have thou nothing to do with that Just Man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of Him."
Those who know not God are characteristically superstitious. Pilate feared to think what dread portent his wife's dream might presage. But, finding that he could not prevail, and foreseeing a tumult among the people if he persisted in the defense of Christ, he called for water and washed his hands before the multitude-a symbolic act of disclaiming responsibility, which they all understood-proclaiming the while: a/a "I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it." Then rose that awful self-condemnatory cry of the covenant people: a/a "His blood be on us and on our children." History bears an appalling testimony to the literal fulfilment of that dread invocation. Pilate released Barabbas, and gave Jesus into the custody of the soldiers to be scourged. 

Jesus Delivered to the Soldiers for Scourging
Matthew 27:26-31; Mark 15:15-20; John 19:1-16

Matthew 27:1 “Then released he Barabbas unto them” John 19:1 “Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged Him”

Scourging was a frightful preliminary to death on the cross. The instrument of punishment was a whip of many thongs, loaded with metal and edged with jagged pieces of bone. Instances are of record in which the condemned died under the lash and so escaped the horrors of living crucifixion. 
In accordance with the brutal customs of the time, Jesus, weak and bleeding from the fearful scourging He had undergone, was given over to the half-savage soldiers for their amusement. He was no ordinary victim, so the whole band came together in the Pretorium, or great hall of the palace, to take part in the diabolical sport. They stripped Jesus of His outer raiment, and placed upon Him a purple robe. Then with a sense of fiendish realism they platted a crown of thorns, and placed it about the Sufferer's brows; a reed was put into His right hand as a royal scepter; and, as they bowed in a mockery of homage, they saluted Him with: "Hail, King of the Jews!" Snatching away the reed or rod, they brutally smote Him with it upon the head, driving the cruel thorns into His quivering flesh; they slapped Him with their hands, and spat upon Him in vile and vicious abandonment.
Matthew 27:27-31 “Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall called Praetorium and gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers. And they stripped him and put on a purple robe.” (Mark says scarlet) And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head and a reed in His right hand; and they bowed the knees before Him and mocked Him saying: ‘Hail thou King of the Jews’. And they spit upon Him and took the reed and smote Him on the head. And after they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, and put His own raiment on Him…”
Pilate had probably been a silent observer of this barbarous scene. He stopped it, and determined to make another attempt to touch the springs of Jewish pity, if such existed. He went outside, and to the multitude said: John 19:4: "Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him." This was the governor's third definite proclamation of the Prisoner's innocence. John 19:5: "Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man!" 
Pilate seems to have counted on the pitiful sight of the scourged and bleeding Christ to soften the hearts of the maddened Jews. But the effect failed. Think of the awful fact-a heathen, a pagan, who knew not God, pleading with the priests and people of Israel for the life of their Lord and King! When, unmoved by the sight, the chief priests and officers cried with increasing vindictiveness, (John 19:6) "they cried out saying crucify him, crucify him," Pilate pronounced the fatal sentence, "Take ye him and crucify him," but added with bitter emphasis: "I find no fault in him."
It will be remembered that the only charge preferred against Christ before the Roman governor was that of sedition; the Jewish persecutors had carefully avoided even the mention of blasphemy, which was the offense for which they had adjudged Jesus worthy of death. 
Now that sentence of crucifixion had been extorted from Pilate, they brazenly attempted to make it appear that the governor's mandate was but a ratification of their own decree of death; therefore they said: 
John 19:7: "We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God." 
John 19:8-9: “When Pilate therefore heard that saying he was the more afraid; and went again into the judgment hall and saith unto Jesus whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer.”
What did it mean? That awe-inspiring title, Son of God, struck yet deeper into Pilate's troubled conscience. Once more he took Jesus into the judgment hall, and in trepidation asked, "Whence art thou?" The inquiry was as to whether Jesus was human or superhuman. 
A direct avowal of the Lord's divinity would have frightened but could not have enlightened the heathen ruler; therefore Jesus gave no answer. Pilate was further surprised, and perhaps somewhat offended at this seeming disregard of his authority. He demanded an explanation, saying: John 19:10: "Speakest thou not unto me? Knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee?" 
Then Jesus replied: John 19:11: "Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin." The positions were reversed; Christ was the Judge, and Pilate the subject of His decision. Though not found guiltless, the Roman was pronounced less culpable than he or those who had forced Jesus into his power, and who had demanded of him an unrighteous committal. 
John 19:12 “And from henceforth Pilate sought to release Him but the Jews cried out saying…..
The governor, though having pronounced sentence, yet sought means of releasing the submissive Sufferer. His first evidence of wavering was greeted by the Jews with the cry, (John 19:12) "If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar." Pilate took his place in the judgment seat, which was set up in the place of the Pavement, or Gabbatha, outside the hall. He was resentful against those Jews who had dared to intimate that he was no friend of Caesar, and whose intimation might lead to an embassy of complaint being sent to Rome to misrepresent him in exaggerated accusation. 

John 19:13-14: “When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he bought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. And it was the preparation of the Passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, ‘Behold your King’
Pointing to Jesus, he exclaimed with unveiled sarcasm: "Behold your King!" But the Jews answered in threatening and ominous shouts: (John 19:15) "But they cried out! Away with him, away with him, crucify him." In stinging reminder of their national subjugation, Pilate asked with yet more cutting irony, "Shall I crucify your King?" And the chief priests cried aloud: "We have no king but Caesar." 

Even so was it and was to be. The people, who had by covenant accepted Jehovah as their King, now rejected Him in Person, and acknowledged no sovereign but Caesar. Caesar's subjects and serfs have they been through all the centuries since. Pitiable is the state of man or nation who in heart and spirit will have no king but Caesar! ……
John 19:16 “Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led Him away”
On the Way to Calvary
Commentary from “Jesus the Christ” by Elder James E. Talmage
Pontius Pilate, having reluctantly surrendered to the clamorous demands of the Jews, issued the fatal order; and Jesus, divested of the purple robe and arrayed in His own apparel, was led away to be crucified. A body of Roman soldiers had the condemned Christ in charge; and as the procession moved out from the governor's palace, a motley crowd comprising priestly officials, rulers of the Jews, and people of many nationalities, followed. 
Two convicted criminals, who had been sentenced to the cross for robbery, were led forth to death at the same time; there was to be a triple execution; and the prospective scene of horror attracted the morbidly minded, such as delight to gloat over the sufferings of their fellows. In the crowd, however, were some genuine mourners, as shall be shown. It was the Roman custom to make the execution of convicts as public as possible, under the mistaken and anti-psychological assumption, that the spectacle of dreadful punishment would be of deterrent effect. This misconception of human nature has not yet become entirely obsolete. 

The sentence of death by crucifixion required that the condemned person carry the cross upon which he was to suffer. Jesus started on the way bearing His cross. The terrible strain of the preceding hours, the agony in Gethsemane, the barbarous treatment He had suffered in the palace of the high priest, the humiliation and cruel usage to which He had been subjected before Herod, the frightful scourging under Pilate's order, the brutal treatment by the inhuman soldiery, together with the extreme humiliation and the mental agony of it all, had so weakened His physical organism that He moved but slowly under the burden of the cross. 

Simon Bears the Cross of Jesus

Luke 23:26 see Matthew 27:32; Mark 15:21 
“And as they led Him away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him they laid the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus”

The soldiers, impatient at the delay, peremptorily impressed into service a man whom they met coming into Jerusalem from the country, and him they compelled to carry the cross of Jesus. No Roman or Jew would have voluntarily incurred the ignominy of bearing such a gruesome burden; for every detail connected with the carrying out of a sentence of crucifixion was regarded as degrading. The man so forced to walk in the footsteps of Jesus, bearing the cross upon which the Savior of the world was to consummate His glorious mission, was Simon, a native of Cyrene. From Mark's statement that Simon was the father of Alexander and Rufus we infer that the two sons were known to the evangelist's readers as members of the early Church, and there is some indication that the household of Simon the Cyrenian came to be numbered with the believers. 
Luke 27:27-28 “And there followed Him a great company of people and of women, which also bewailed and lamented Him. But Jesus turning unto them said….

Among those who followed or stood and watched the death-procession pass, were some, women particularly, who bewailed and lamented the fate to which Jesus was going. We read of no man who ventured to raise his voice in protest or pity; but on this dreadful occasion as at other times, women were not afraid to cry out in commiseration or praise. Jesus, who had been silent under the inquisition of the priests, silent under the humiliating mockery of the sensual Herod and his coarse underlings, silent when buffeted and beaten by the brutal legionaries of Pilate, turned to the women whose sympathizing lamentations had reached His ears, and uttered these pathetic and portentous words of admonition and warning: 
Luke 23:28-31: "Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, ‘blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck.’ Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, fall on us; and to the hills, cover us. For if they do these things in the green tree, what shall be done in the dry?" 
It was the Lord's last testimony of the impending holocaust of destruction that was to follow the nation's rejection of her King. Although motherhood was the glory of every Jewish woman's life, yet in the terrible scenes which many of those there weeping would live to witness, barrenness would be accounted a blessing; for the childless would have fewer to weep over, and at least would be spared the horror of seeing their offspring die of starvation or by violence; for so dreadful would be that day that people would fain welcome the falling of the mountains upon them to end their sufferings. If Israel's oppressors could do what was then in process of doing to the "Green Tree," who bore the leafage of freedom and truth and offered the priceless fruit of Life Eternal, what would the powers of evil not do to the withered branches and dried trunk of apostate Judaism'? 

Along the city streets, out through the portal of the massive wall, and thence to a place beyond but yet nigh unto Jerusalem, the cortege advanced. The destination was a spot called Golgotha, or Calvary, meaning "the place of a skull. (Calvary is an English form of the Latin word Calvaria which itself is a translation of the Hebrew word Golgotha, a skull)
Luke 23:32 “And there were also two other malefactors, led with Him to be put to death”
The Crucifixion

Commentary from “Jesus the Christ” by Elder James E. Talmage

Matthew 27:33-38; Mark 15:22-27; Luke 23:33-34; John 19:17-24

Luke 23:33 “And when they came to the place which is called Calvary” (Hebrew Golgotha), (Mark 15:22) which is being interpretated the place of the skull…..” (Luke 23:33) there they crucified Him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left” (Mark 15:23) “And they gave Him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but he received it not.” (Matthew says vinegar with gall) (Mark 15:25) “And it was the third hour and they crucified Him” 
At Calvary the official crucifiers proceeded without delay to carry into effect the dread sentence pronounced upon Jesus and upon the two criminals. Preparatory to affixing the condemned to the cross, it was the custom to offer each a narcotic draught of sour wine or vinegar mingled with myrrh and possibly containing other anodyne ingredients, for the merciful purpose of deadening the sensibility of the victim. This was no Roman practice, but was allowed as a concession to Jewish sentiment. When the drugged cup was presented to Jesus He put it to His lips, but having ascertained the nature of its contents refused to drink, and so demonstrated His determination to meet death with faculties alert and mind unclouded. 

Then they crucified Him, on the central cross of three, and placed one of the condemned malefactors on His right hand, the other on His left. Thus was realized Isaiah's vision of the Messiah numbered among the transgressors. But few details of the actual crucifixion are given us. We know however that our Lord was nailed to the cross by spikes driven through the hands and feet, as was the Roman method, and not bound only by cords as was the custom in inflicting this form of punishment among some other nations.
Death by crucifixion was at once the most lingering and most painful of all forms of execution. The victim lived in ever increasing torture, generally for many hours, sometimes for days. The spikes so cruelly driven through hands and feet penetrated and crushed sensitive nerves and quivering tendons, yet inflicted no mortal wound. The welcome relief of death came through the exhaustion caused by intense and unremitting pain, through localized inflammation and congestion of organs incident to the strained and unnatural posture of the body. 

As the crucifiers proceeded with their awful task, not unlikely with roughness and taunts, for killing was their trade and to scenes of anguish they had grown callous through long familiarity, the agonized Sufferer, void of resentment but full of pity for their heartlessness and capacity for cruelty, voiced the first of the seven utterances delivered from the cross. 
In the spirit of God-like mercy He prayed: (Luke 23:34) "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do." Let us not attempt to fix the limits of the Lord's mercy; that it would be extended to all who in any degree could justly come under the blessed boon thereof ought to be a sufficing fact. There is significance in the form in which this merciful benediction was expressed. Had the Lord said, "I forgive you", His gracious pardon may have been understood to be but a remission of the cruel offense against Himself as One tortured under unrighteous condemnation; but the invocation of the Father's forgiveness was a plea for those who had brought anguish and death to the Father's Well Beloved Son, the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
Moses forgave Miriam for her offense against himself as her brother; but God alone could remit the penalty and remove the leprosy that had come upon her for having spoken against Jehovah's high priest. 
John 19:23-24: “Then the soldiers when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments and made four parts to every soldier a part; and also His coat; now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout. They said therefore among themselves, ‘Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be that the scripture might be fulfilled , which saith…..(see below)
It appears that under Roman rule, the clothes worn by a condemned person at the time of execution became the perquisites of the executioners. The four soldiers in charge of the cross upon which the Lord suffered distributed parts of His raiment among themselves; and there remained His coat, which was a goodly garment, woven throughout in one piece, without seam. To rend it would be to spoil; so the soldiers cast lots to determine who should have it; and in this circumstance the Gospel-writers saw a fulfillment of the psalmist's prevision: "They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots." (See Psalms 22:18)
To the cross above the head of Jesus was affixed a title or inscription, prepared by order of Pilate in accordance with the custom of setting forth the name of the crucified and the nature of the offense for which he had been condemned to death. In this instance the title was inscribed in three languages, (Luke 23:38) Greek, Latin, and Hebrew, one or more of which would be understood by every observer who could read. 
The title so exhibited read: (Matthew 27:37) "This is Jesus the King of the Jews"; or in the more extended version given by (John 19:19) "Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews." The inscription was read by many, for Calvary was close to the public thoroughfare and on this holiday occasion the passers-by were doubtless numerous. Comment was aroused; for, if literally construed, the inscription was an official declaration that the crucified Jesus was in fact King of the Jews. 
When this circumstance was brought to the attention of the chief priests, they excitedly appealed to the governor, saying: (John 19:21-22) "Write not, The King of the Jews; but that He said, I am King of the Jews. Pilate answered, ‘What I have written I have written."
Pilate's action in so wording the title, and his blunt refusal to permit an alteration, may have been an intended rebuff to the Jewish officials who had forced him against his judgment and will to condemn Jesus; possibly, however, the demeanor of the submissive Prisoner, and His avowal of Kingship above all royalty of earth had impressed the mind if not the heart of the pagan governor with a conviction of Christ's unique superiority and of His inherent right of dominion; but, whatever the purpose behind the writing, the inscription stands in history as testimony of a heathen's consideration in contrast with Israel's ruthless rejection of Israel's King. 

Jesus is Mocked on the Cross

Matthew 27:39-44; Mark 15:29-32; Luke 23:35-43
The soldiers whose duty it was to guard the crosses, until loitering death would relieve the crucified of their increasing anguish, jested among themselves, and derided the Christ, pledging Him in their cups of sour wine in tragic mockery. Looking at the title affixed above the Sufferer's head, they bellowed forth the devil-inspired challenge: (Luke 23:37) "If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself."
The morbid multitude, and the passers-by (Mark 15:29-30) "railed on him, wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, thou that destroyest the Temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself, and come down from the cross."
But worst of all, the chief priests and the scribes, the elders of the people, the unvenerable Sanhedrists, became ringleaders of the inhuman mob as they gloatingly exulted and cried aloud:
Matthew 27:42-43: "He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God."
Though uttered in ribald mockery, the declaration of the rulers in Israel stands as an attestation that Christ had saved others and as an intended ironical but a literally true proclamation that He was the King of Israel. 
The two malefactors, each hanging from his cross, joined in the general derision, and (Matthew 27:44) "cast the same in his teeth." One of them, in the desperation incident to approaching death, echoed the taunts of the priests and people: (Luke 23:39) "If thou be Christ, save thyself and us." 

The dominant note in all the railings and revilings, the ribaldry and mockery, with which the patient and submissive Christ was assailed while He hung, "lifted up" as He had said He would be was that awful "If" hurled at Him by the devil's emissaries in the time of mortal agony; as in the season of the temptations immediately after His baptism it had been most insidiously pressed upon Him by the devil himself. That "If" was Satan's last shaft, keenly barbed and doubly envenomed, and it sped as with the fierce hiss of a viper. 
Was it possible in this the final and most dreadful stage of Christ's mission, to make Him doubt His divine Son-ship, or, failing such, to taunt or anger the dying Savior into the use of His superhuman powers for personal relief or as an act of vengeance upon His tormentors? To achieve such a victory was Satan's desperate purpose. The shaft failed. Through taunts and derision, through blasphemous challenge and diabolical goading, the agonized Christ was silent. 

Then one of the crucified thieves, softened into penitence by the Savior's uncomplaining fortitude, and perceiving in the divine Sufferer's demeanor something more than human, rebuked his railing fellow, saying: 
Luke 23:40-41: "Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss." 
His confession of guilt and his acknowledgment of the justice of his own condemnation led to incipient repentance, and to faith in the Lord Jesus, his companion in agony. 
Luke 23:42: "And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom." 
To the appeal of penitence the Lord replied with such a promise as He alone could make: 
Luke 23:43: "Verily I say unto thee, to day shalt thou be with me in paradise." 

Mary His Mother, Mary Magdalene and Mary Wife of Cleophas stand by the Cross

John 19:25-27

Among the spectators of this, the greatest tragedy in history, were some who had come in sympathy and sorrow. No mention is found of the presence of any of the Twelve, save one, and he, the disciple "whom Jesus loved," John the apostle, evangelist, and revelator; but specific record is made of certain women who, first at a distance, and then close by the cross, wept in the anguish of love and sorrow.
John 19:25: "Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene." 

In addition to the women named were many others, some of whom had ministered unto Jesus in the course of His labors in Galilee, and who were among those that had come up with Him to Jerusalem. First in point of consideration among them all was Mary, the mother of Jesus, into whose soul the sword had pierced even as righteous Simeon had prophesied. Jesus looking with tender compassion upon His weeping mother, as she stood with John at the foot of the cross, commended her to the care and protection of the beloved disciple, with the words, John 19:26-27: "When Jesus therefore saw His Mother, and the disciple standing by whom He loved he saith unto His mother ‘Woman, behold thy son!’ and to John, "Behold thy mother!" 
The disciple tenderly led the heart-stricken Mary away from her dying Son, and "And from that hour that disciple took her into his own home," thus immediately assuming the new relationship established by his dying Master. 
Women beheld the scene
Matthew 27:55-56 see Mark 15:40-41; Luke 23:49

“And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto Him. Among which were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee’s children (Salome).”
The Physical Death of the Savior
Matthew 27:45-50; Mark 15:33-37; Luke 23:44-46; John 19:28-30

“Jesus was nailed to the cross during the forenoon of that fateful Friday, probably between nine and ten o'clock. At noontide the light of the sun was obscured, and black darkness spread over the whole land. The terrifying gloom continued for a period of three hours. This remarkable phenomenon has received no satisfactory explanation from science. It could not have been due to a solar eclipse, as has been suggested in ignorance, for the time was that of full moon; indeed the Passover season was determined by the first occurrence of full moon after the spring equinox. 
The darkness was brought about by miraculous operation of natural laws directed by divine power. It was a fitting sign of the earth's deep mourning over the impending death of her Creator. Of the mortal agony through which the Lord passed while upon the cross the Gospel-scribes are reverently reticent. 

Mark 15:33: “And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the whole land until he ninth hour.”
At the ninth hour, or about three in the afternoon, a loud voice, surpassing the most anguished cry of physical suffering issued from the central cross, rending the dreadful darkness. It was the voice of the Christ:
Mark 15:34: "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, ‘My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?’
What mind of man can fathom the significance of that awful cry? It seems, that in addition to the fearful suffering incident to crucifixion, the agony of Gethsemane had recurred, intensified beyond human power to endure. In that bitterest hour the dying Christ was alone, alone in most terrible reality. 
That the supreme sacrifice of the Son might be consummated in all its fulness, the Father seems to have withdrawn the support of His immediate Presence, leaving to the Savior of men the glory of complete victory over the forces of sin and death. The cry from the cross, though heard by all who were near, was understood by few. The first exclamation, Eloi, meaning My God, was misunderstood as a call for Elias. 
Matthew 27:47: “Some of them that stood there when they heard that said, ‘This man calleth for Eias’ 
The period of faintness, the conception of utter forsakenness soon passed, and the natural cravings of the body reasserted themselves. The maddening thirst, which constituted one of the worst of the crucifixion agonies, wrung from the Savior's lips. His one recorded utterance expressive of physical suffering. "I thirst". 
John 19:28-29: “…Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith ‘I thirst’ (See Psalm 69:21)
Matthew 27:48: “And straightway one of them ran and took a sponge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, (John-hyssop) and gave Him to drink.”
One of those who stood by, whether Roman or Jew, disciple or sceptic, we are not told, hastily saturated a sponge with vinegar, a vessel of which was at hand, and having fastened the sponge to the end of a reed, or stake of hyssop, pressed it to the Lord's fevered lips. Some others would have prevented this one act of human response, for they said: 
Matthew 27:49: "Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him." 
John affirms that Christ uttered the exclamation, "I thirst", only when He knew "that all things were now accomplished;" and the apostle saw in the incident a fulfillment of prophecy. (Psalm 69:21)
John 19:30: “Now when Jesus therefore had received the vinegar He said, ‘It is Finished’ and He bowed His head and gave up the ghost.” 
Matthew 27:50 “He cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost”
Fully realizing that He was no longer forsaken, but that His atoning sacrifice had been accepted by the Father, and that His mission in the flesh had been carried to glorious consummation, He exclaimed in a loud voice of holy triumph: (John 19:30) "It is finished."
In reverence, resignation, and relief, He addressed the Father saying: 
Luke 23:46: "Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit." 
He bowed His head, and voluntarily gave up His life. 

Jesus the Christ was dead. His life had not been taken from Him except as He had willed to permit. Sweet and welcome as would have been the relief of death in any of the earlier stages of His suffering from Gethsemane to the cross. He lived until all things were accomplished as had been appointed. In the latter days the voice of the Lord Jesus has been heard affirming the actuality of His suffering and death, and the eternal purpose thereby accomplished. Hear and heed His words: 
D&C 18:11: "For, behold, the Lord your Redeemer suffered death in the flesh; wherefore he suffered the pain of all men that all men might repent and come unto him." (see  D&C 19:15-19)
The Tumult of Nature at His Death

Matthew 27:51-54; Mark 15:38-39; Luke 23:45, 47-48
Luke 23:45 “And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst” Mark 15:38 “from the top to the bottom” Matthew 27:51 “….and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent”
The death of Christ was accompanied by terrifying phenomena. There was a violent earthquake; the rocks of the mighty hills were disrupted, and many graves were torn open. But, most portentous of all in Judaistic minds, the veil of the Temple which hung between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies was rent from top to bottom, and the interior, which none but the high priest had been permitted to see, was thrown open to common gaze. It was the rending of Judaism, the consummation of the Mosaic dispensation, and the inauguration of Christianity under apostolic administration.
The Roman centurion and the soldiers under his command at the place of execution were amazed and greatly affrighted. They had probably witnessed many deaths on the cross, but never before had they seen a man apparently die of his own volition, and able to cry in a loud voice at the moment of dissolution. That barbarous and inhuman mode of execution induced slow and progressive exhaustion. The actual death of Jesus appeared to all who were present to be a miracle, as in fact it was. 
This marvel, coupled with the earthquake and its attendant horrors, so impressed the centurion that he prayed to God, and solemnly declared: 
Luke 23:47: "Certainly this was a righteous man." 
Others joined in fearsome averment: 
Matthew 27:54: "They feared greatly saying “Truly this was the Son of God.” 
The terrified ones who spoke and those who heard left the place in a state of fear, beating their breasts, and bewailing what seemed to be a state of impending destruction. A few loving women, however, watched from a distant point, and saw all that took place until the Lord's body was laid away. 
Luke 23:48: “And all the people that came together to that sight, beholding the things which were done, smote their breasts and returned”
The Piercing of the Side of Jesus

John 19:31-37
“The Jews, therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the Sabbath day, (for that Sabbath day was an high day) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and [that] they might be taken away. Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him. 

But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. And he that saw [it] bare record and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, ‘A bone of him shall not be broken’ (see Exodus 12:46). And again another scripture saith, ‘They shall look on him whom they pierced.’” (See Zechariah 12:10)
It was now late in the afternoon; at sunset the Sabbath would begin. That approaching Sabbath was held to be more than ordinarily sacred for it was a high day, in that it was the weekly Sabbath and a paschal holy day. The Jewish officials, who had not hesitated to slay their Lord, were horrified at the thought of men left hanging on crosses on such a day, for thereby the land would be defiled; so these scrupulous rulers went to Pilate and begged that Jesus and the two malefactors be summarily dispatched by the brutal Roman method of breaking their legs, the shock of which violent treatment had been found to be promptly fatal to the crucified. 
The governor gave his consent, and the soldiers broke the limbs of the two thieves with cudgels. Jesus, however, was found to be already dead, so they broke not His bones. Christ, the great Passover sacrifice, of whom all altar victims had been but suggestive prototypes, died through violence yet without a bone of His body being broken, as was a prescribed condition of the slain paschal lambs.
One of the soldiers, to make sure that Jesus was actually dead, or to surely kill Him if He was yet alive, drove a spear into His side, making a wound large enough to permit a man's hand to be thrust there into. The withdrawal of the spear was followed by an outflow of blood and water, an occurrence so surprising that John, who was an eye-witness, bears specific personal testimony to the fact, and cites the scriptures thereby fulfilled.
The Burial of Jesus

Matthew 27:57-61; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-42
Mark 15:42-43 “And now when he evening was come, because it was the preparation that is the day before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathaea an honourable counsellor, which also waited for the Kingdom of God came and went in boldly unto Pilate and craved (requested) the body of Jesus” (additions Matthew  27:57-58 ‘Rich man’ ‘who also himself was Jesus’ disciple’ Luke 23:50-51 ‘And he was a good man and a just; the same had not consented to the counsel and deed of them’) 
Mark 15:44-45: “And Pilate marvelled if He were already dead, and calling unto him the centurion, he asked him whether He had been any while dead. And when he knew it of the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph.” 
John 19:39-41: “And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred weight. Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury. Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid” 
Matthew 27:60: “and laid it in his own new tomb which he had hewn out in a rock and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre and departed.” 
Mark 15:47: “And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses beheld where He was laid.” 
Luke 23:56: “And they returned and prepared spices and ointments; and rested the Sabbath day according to the commandment”
The Sepulchre was Sealed and Watched by the Chief Priests and Pharisees
Matthew 27:62-66: “Now the next day that followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, saying ‘Sir we remember that the deceiver said while He was yet alive, after three days I will rise again. Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night and steal Him away, and they say unto the people He is risen from the dead; so the last error shall be worse than the first.’ Pilate said unto them ‘ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can.’ So they went and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.”
The Resurrection
Commentary from “Jesus the Christ” by Elder James E. Talmage
The stone rolled back by the Angel of the Lord

Matthew 28:2-4

“And behold there was a great earthquake; for the Angel of the Lord descended from Heaven and came rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning and his raiment as white as snow. And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.” 

“Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath, had passed, and the night preceding the dawn of the most memorable Sunday in history was well nigh spent, while the Roman guard kept watch over the sealed sepulchre wherein lay the body of the Lord Jesus. While it was yet dark, the earth began to quake; an Angel of the Lord descended in glory, rolled back the massive stone from the portal of the tomb, and sat upon it. His countenance was brilliant as the lightning, and his raiment was as the driven snow for whiteness. The soldiers, paralyzed with fear, fell to the earth as dead men. When they had partially recovered from their fright, they fled from the place in terror. Even the rigor of Roman discipline, which decreed summary death to every soldier who deserted his post, could not deter them. Moreover, there was nothing left for them to guard; the seal of authority had been broken, the sepulchre was open, and empty.

The Women come to the Tomb
Luke 24:1-3; see also Mark 16:1-4; Matthew 28:1; John 20:1

Luke 23:1: “Now upon the first day of the week very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them.” 
Mark 16:1-4: “Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, (Luke 23:10-Joanna and other women) that thy might come and anoint Him. And they said among themselves who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre? And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away; for it was very great.”
At the earliest indication of dawn, the devoted Mary Magdalene and other faithful women set out for the tomb, bearing spices and ointments which they had prepared for the further anointing of the body of Jesus. Some of them had been witnesses of the burial, and were conscious of the necessary haste with which the corpse had been wrapped with spicery and laid away by Joseph and Nicodemus, just before the beginning of the Sabbath; and now these adoring women came early to render loving service in a more thorough anointing and external embalmment of the body. 
On the way as they sorrowfully conversed, they seemingly for the first time thought of the difficulty of entering the tomb. "Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?" they asked one of another. Evidently, they knew nothing of the seal and the guard of soldiery. 
They see Angels and go to tell the disciples

Matthew 28:5-8; Mark 16:5-9; Luke 24:4-9; John 20:2
Mark 16:5: “And entering into the sepulchre they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted.”

At the tomb they saw the angel, and were afraid; but he said unto them: 
Matthew 28:5-7: “And the Angel answered and said unto the women. ‘Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen’, as he said. ‘Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead….’”
Note Luke records two angels Luke 24:4-8: “And it came to pass, as they were sore perplexed thereabout, behold two men stood by them in shining garments; And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, ‘Why seek ye the living among the dead. He is not here, but is risen; remember how He spake unto you when He was yet in Galilee. Saying, ‘The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and the third day rise again’ and they remembered His words.’”
Mark 16:8: “And they went out quickly and fled from the sepulchre; for they trembled and were amazed: neither said they anything to any man; for they were afraid.” 

Matthew 28:8: “And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy, and did run to bring His disciples word”
The women, though favored by angelic visitation and assurance, left the place amazed and frightened. Mary Magdalene appears to have been the first to carry word to the disciples concerning the empty tomb. She had failed to comprehend the gladsome meaning of the angel's proclamation "He is risen, as he said"; in her agony of love and grief she remembered only the words "He is not here," the truth of which had been so forcefully impressed by her own hasty glance at the open and tenantless tomb.
John 20:2: "Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, ‘They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him.’" 
Luke 24:11-12: records that it was all the women “which told these things unto the disciples and their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not:”
Peter and John Run to the Sepulchre

John 20:3-10: “Peter therefore went forth and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre. So they ran both together and the other did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. And he stooping down and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. Then cometh Simon Peter following him and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie, and the napkin that was about His head, not lying with the lined clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. Then went in also the other disciple which came first to the sepulchre and he saw and believed. For as yet they knew not (understood) not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead. Then the disciples went away again unto their own home" 
Peter, and "that other disciple" who, doubtless, was John, set forth in haste, running together toward the sepulchre. John outran his companion, and on reaching the tomb stooped to look in, and so caught a glimpse of the linen cerements lying on the floor; but the bold and impetuous Peter rushed into the sepulchre, and was followed by the younger apostle. The two observed the linen grave clothes, and lying by itself, the napkin that had been placed about the head of the corpse. John frankly affirms that having seen these things, he believed and explains on behalf of himself and his fellow apostles, "For as yet they knew (understood) not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead." 
Mary Magdalene –The First Person to See the Saviour Risen.
John 20:11-18
John 20:11-12: “But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping; and as she wept, she stooped, and looked into the sepulchre. And seeth two Angels in white sitting the one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus lain.” 
The sorrowful Magdalene had followed the two Apostles back to the garden of the burial. No thought of the Lord's restoration to life appears to have found place in her grief-stricken heart; she knew only that the body of her beloved Master had disappeared. While Peter and John were within the sepulchre, she had stood without, weeping. After the men had left she stooped and looked into the rock-hewn cavern. There she saw two personages, Angels in white; one sat "at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain." 
In accents of tenderness they asked of her: 
John 20:13: “And they say unto her Woman, why weepest thou?"
 In reply she could but voice anew her overwhelming sorrow:
John 20:13: "Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him." 
The absence of the body, which she thought to be all that was left on earth of Him whom she loved so deeply, was a personal bereavement. There is a volume of pathos and affection in her words, "They have taken away my Lord."
Turning from the vault, which, though at that moment illumined by angelic presence, was to her void and desolate, she became aware of another Personage, standing near. 
John 20:14: “And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.”
She heard His sympathizing inquiry:
 John 20:15: “Jesus saith unto her. “Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou?” 
Scarcely lifting her tearful countenance to look at the Questioner, but vaguely supposing that He was the caretaker of the garden, and that He might have knowledge of what had been done with the body of her Lord, 
John 20:15: “She supposing Him to be the gardener, saith unto Him. ‘Sir, if thou have borne Him hence, tell me where thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him away.’” 
She knew that Jesus had been interred in a borrowed tomb; and if the body had been dispossessed of that resting place, she was prepared to provide another. 
"Tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take Him away," she pleaded. 
It was Jesus to whom she spake, her beloved Lord, though she knew it not. One word from His living lips changed her agonized grief into ecstatic joy. 
John 20:16: "Jesus saith unto her, Mary." 
The voice, the tone, the tender accent she had heard and loved in the earlier days lifted her from the despairing depths into which she had sunk. She turned, and saw the Lord.  
John 20:16: “She turned herself and saith unto Him.”

In a transport of joy she reached out her arms to embrace Him, uttering only the endearing and worshipful word, 
John 20:16: "Rabboni," which is to say Master” 
Jesus restrained her impulsive manifestation of reverent love, saying, 
John 20:17-18: "Jesus saith unto her Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father," and adding, "but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God."
Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these things unto her,” 
Mark 16:10-11: “And she went and told them that had been with Him, as they mourned and wept. And they, when they had heard that He was alive and had been seen of her, believed not.”
To a woman, to Mary of Magdala, was given the honor of being the first among mortals to behold a resurrected Soul, and that soul, the Lord Jesus. 
To other favored women did the risen Lord next manifest Himself, including Mary the mother of Joses, Joanna, and Salome the mother of the apostles James and John.
These and the other women with them had been affrighted by the presence of the Angel at the tomb, and had departed with mingled fear and joy. They were not present when Peter and John entered the vault, nor afterward when the Lord made Himself known to Mary Magdalene. They may have returned later, for some of them appear to have entered the sepulchre, and to have seen that the Lord's body was not there. As they stood wondering in perplexity and astonishment, they became aware of the presence of two men in shining garments, and as the women (Luke 24:4-8 a/a) v5 "bowed down their faces to the earth" the Angels said unto them: "Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, saying, The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again. And they remembered His words." 
As they were returning to the city to deliver the message to the disciples. 
Matthew 28:9-10: “And as they went to tell His disciples, behold Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held Him by the feet, and worshipped Him. Then said Jesus unto them, ‘Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.’”
Mary Magdalene and the other women told the wonderful story of their several experiences to the disciples, but the brethren could not credit their words, which "seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not."
After all that Christ had taught concerning His rising from the dead on that third day, the apostles were unable to accept the actuality of the occurrence; to their minds the resurrection was some mysterious and remote event, not a present possibility. There was neither precedent nor analogy for the stories these women told-of a dead person returning to life, with a body of flesh and bones, such as could be seen and felt-except the instances of the young man of Nain, the daughter of Jairus, and the beloved Lazarus of Bethany, between whose cases of restoration to a renewal of mortal life and the reported resurrection of Jesus they recognized essential differences. 
The grief and the sense of irreparable loss which had characterized the yesterday Sabbath, were replaced by profound perplexity and contending doubts on this first day of the week. 
But while the apostles hesitated to believe that Christ had actually risen the women, less skeptical, more trustful, knew, for they had both seen Him and heard His voice, and some of them had touched His feet. 
Christ Walks and Talks with Two of the Disciples on the Road to Emmaus
Luke 24:13-35
During the afternoon of that same Sunday, two disciples, not of the apostles, left the little band of believers in Jerusalem and set out for Emmaus, a village between seven and eight miles from the city. There could be but one topic of conversation between them, and on this they communed as they walked, citing incidents in the Lord's life, dwelling particularly upon the fact of His death through which their hopes of a Messianic reign had been so sadly blighted, and marvelling deeply over the incomprehensible testimony of the women concerning His reappearance as a living Soul. 
As they went, engrossed in sorrowful and profound discourse, another wayfarer joined them; it was the Lord Jesus, (Luke 24:15-16) "while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus Himself drew near, and went with them but their eyes were holden that they should not know Him." In courteous interest, He asked: (Luke 24:17) "What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad?" One of the disciples, Cleopas by name, replied with surprise tinged with commiseration for the Stranger's seeming ignorance: (Luke 24:18) "Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass there in these days?"
Intent on drawing from the men a full statement of the matter by which they were so plainly agitated, the unrecognized Christ asked, (Luke 24:19) "What things?" They could not be reticent. (Luke 24:19-20) "And they said unto Him Concerning Jesus of Nazareth" they explained, "which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people: and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death, and have crucified Him."
(See Luke 24:21) In sorrowful mood they went on to tell how they had trusted that the now crucified Jesus would have proved to be the Messiah sent to redeem Israel; but alas! this was the third day since He had been slain. Then, with brightening countenances, yet still perplexed, they told of certain women of their company who had astonished them that morning by saying that they had visited the sepulchre early and had discovered that the Lord's body was not there, but (Luke 24:23) "that they had also seen a vision of Angels, which said that He was alive." (See Luke 24:24) Moreover, others besides the women had gone to the tomb, and had verified the absence of the body but had not seen the Lord.

Then Jesus, gently chiding His fellow travellers as (See Luke 24:25) foolish men and slow of heart in their hesitating acceptance of what the prophets had spoken, asked impressively, (Luke 24:26-27) "Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets He expounded the things concerning Himself." Beginning with the inspired predictions of Moses, He expounded to them the scriptures, touching upon all the prophetic utterances concerning the Savior's mission. 
Having continued with the two men to their destination Jesus (Luke 24:28)"made as though he would have gone further," (See Luke 24:29) but they urged Him to tarry with them, for the day was already far spent. He so far acceded to their hospitable entreaty as to enter the house, and, as soon as their simple meal was prepared, to seat Himself with them at the table.

As the Guest of honor, He took the loaf, (Luke 24:30) "He took bread and blessed it and brake, and gave to them." There may have been something in the fervency of the blessing, or in the manner of the breaking and distributing the bread, that revived memories of former days; or, possibly, they caught sight of the pierced hands; but, whatever the immediate cause, they looked intently upon their Guest, (Luke 24:31) "and their eyes were opened, and they knew HHHim; and He vanished out of their sight." 
In a fulness of joyful wonderment they rose from the table, surprised at themselves for not having recognized Him sooner. (Luke 24:32) "And they said one to another ‘Did not our heart burn within us, while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us the scriptures?’" Straightway they started to retrace their steps and hastened back to Jerusalem to confirm by their witness what, before, the brethren had been slow to believe.
Luke 24:33-35 “And they rose up the same hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together and them that were with them saying, ‘The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon’ And they told what things were done in the way and how He was made known of them in breaking of bread.”
Jesus Appears to the Disciples in Jerusalem Without Thomas 
John 20:19: “Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst and said unto them, ‘Peace be unto you.’”

When Cleopas and his companion reached Jerusalem that night, they found the apostles and other devoted believers assembled in solemn and worshipful discourse within closed doors. Precautions of secrecy had been taken "for fear of the Jews." Even the apostles had been scattered by the arrest, arraignment, and judicial murder of their Master; but they and the disciples in general rallied anew at the word of His resurrection, as the nucleus of an army soon to sweep the world.
The two returning disciples were received with the joyous announcement, (Luke 24:34) "The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon." This is the sole mention made by the Gospel-writers of Christ's personal appearance to Simon Peter on that day. 
The interview between the Lord and His once recreant but now repentant apostle must have been affecting in the extreme. Peter's remorseful penitence over his denial of Christ in the palace of the high priest was deep and pitiful; he may have doubted that ever again would the Master call him His servant; but hope must have been engendered through the message from the tomb brought by the women, in which the Lord sent greetings to the apostles, whom for the first time He designated as His brethren, and from this honorable and affectionate characterization Peter had not been excluded; moreover, the angel's commission to the women had given prominence to Peter by particular mention. To the repentant Peter came the Lord, doubtless with forgiveness and loving assurance.
The Apostle himself maintains a reverent silence respecting the visitation, but the fact thereof is attested by Paul as one of the definite proofs of the Lord's resurrection. Following the jubilant testimony of the assembled believers, Cleopas and his fellow traveller told of the Lord's companionship with them on the Emmaus road, of the things He had taught them, and of the manner in which He had become known unto them in the breaking of bread. 
Luke 24:36-43

As the little company communed together, (Luke 24:36-37) "Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, ‘Peace be unto you.’ But they were terrified and affrighted and supposed that they had seen a spirit.”
But the Lord comforted them, saying
Luke 24:38-41: "Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts rise in your hearts? Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. And when He had thus spoken He shewed them His hands and His feet. And while they yet believed not for joy," which is to say, they thought the reality, to which they all were witnesses, too good, too glorious, to be true. 
To further assure them that He was no shadowy form, no immaterial being of tenuous substance, but a living Personage with bodily organs internal as well as outward, He asked, 
Luke 24:41-43: "Have ye here any meat? And they gave Him a piece of broiled fish and of an honeycomb and He took it and did eat before them."
John further records 
John 20:20-23: “And when He had so said, He shewed unto them His hands and His side. Then were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord. Then said Jesus to them again, ‘Peace be unto you: as My Father hath sent me, even so send I you.’ And when He had said this , He breathed on them, and saith unto them, ‘Receive ye the Holy Ghost’ whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whosoever sins ye retain, they are retained.”
Luke 24:44-48:  “And He said unto them, ‘These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in he Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning me.’ Then opened He their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures. And said unto them ‘Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things." 

These unquestionable evidences of their Visitant's corporeity calmed and made rational the minds of the disciples; and now that they were composed and receptive the Lord reminded them that all things that had happened to Him were in accordance with what He had told them while He had lived amongst them. In His divine presence their understanding was quickened and enlarged so that they comprehended as never before the scriptures-the Law of Moses, the books of the prophets and the psalms-concerning Him. 
That His now accomplished death was a necessity, He attested as fully as He had predicted and affirmed the same aforetime. Then He said unto them: (see a/a Luke 22:46-48) "Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: and that repentance and  remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things." 
Doubting Thomas 

John 20:24-29
John 20:24-25: “But Thomas one of the Twelve called Didymus was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said unto Him, ‘We have seen the Lord’. But he said unto them except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.”

When the Lord Jesus appeared in the midst of the disciples on the evening of the Resurrection Sunday, one of the apostles, Thomas, was absent. He was informed of what the others had witnessed, but was unconvinced; even their solemn testimony, "We have seen the Lord," failed to awaken an echo of faith in his heart. In his state of mental skepticism he exclaimed: "Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe." 
Caution and charity must attend our judgment in any conclusion as to the incredulous attitude of this man. He could scarcely have doubted the well attested circumstance of the empty sepulchre, nor the veracity of Mary Magdalene and the other women as to the presence of angels and the Lord's appearing, nor Peter's testimony nor that of the assembled company; but he may have regarded the reported manifestations as a series of subjective visions; and the absence of the Lord's body may have been vaguely considered as a result of Christ's supernatural restoration to life followed by a bodily and final departure from earth. 
It was the corporeal manifestation of the risen Lord, the exhibition of the wounds incident to crucifixion, the invitation to touch and feel the resurrected body of flesh and bones, to which Thomas demurred. He had no such definite conception of the resurrection as would accord with a literal acceptance of the testimony of his brethren and sisters who had seen, heard, and felt.

A week later, for so the Jewish designation, (John 20:26) "after eight days," is to be understood, therefore on the next Sunday, which day of the week afterward came to be known to the Church as the "Lord's Day" and to be observed as the Sabbath in place of Saturday, the Mosaic Sabbath, the disciples were again assembled, and Thomas was with them. The meeting was held within closed and, presumably guarded doors for there was danger of interference by the Jewish officers. 
John 20:26-27: "Then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, ‘Peace be unto you.’ Then saith He to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing." 

The skeptical mind of Thomas was instantly cleansed, his doubting heart was purified; and a conviction of the glorious truth flooded his soul. In contrite reverence he bowed before His Savior, the while exclaiming in worshipful acknowledgment of Christ's Deity: (John 20:28) "And Thomas answered and said unto Him ‘My Lord and my God.’" His adoration was accepted, and the Savior said unto him: (John 20:29) "Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed."

Jesus Appears to His Disciples at the Sea of Galilee

John 21:1-24
John 21:1: “After these things Jesus shewed Himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and on this wise shewed He Himself”

The angel at the sepulchre and the risen Christ Himself had severally sent word to the apostles to go into Galilee, where the Lord would meet them as He had said before His death. They deferred their departure until after the week following the resurrection, and then once again in their native province, they awaited further developments. 
John 21:2: “There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of  Zebedee, and two other of His disciples.”
In the afternoon of one of those days of waiting, Peter said to six of his fellow apostles, (John 21:3) "I go a fishing"; and the others replied, "We also go with thee." Without delay they embarked on a fishing boat; and though they toiled through the night, the net had been drawn in empty after every cast. “And that night they caught nothing” As morning approached they drew near the land, disappointed and disheartened. (John 21:4-5) “But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus. Then Jesus said unto them ‘Children, have ye any meat?’ They answered "No." 
It was Jesus who made the inquiry, though none in the boat recognized Him. He called to them again, saying: 
John 21:6: "Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes." 
They did as directed and the result was so surprising as to appear to them miraculous; it must have aroused memories of that other remarkable draught of fishes, in the taking of which their fishermen's skill had been superseded; and at least three witnesses of the earlier miracle were now in the boat. 

John, quick to discern, said to Peter, (John 21:7) "It is the Lord"; and Peter, impulsive as ever, hastily girt his fisher's coat about him and sprang into the sea, the sooner to reach land and prostrate himself at his Master's feet. The others left the vessel and entered a small boat in which they rowed to shore, towing the heavily laden net.
On the land they saw a fire of coals, with fish broiling thereon, and alongside a supply of bread. (John 21:10) “Jesus saith unto them ‘Bring of the fish which ye have caught’ to which instruction the stalwart Peter responded by dashing into the shallows and dragging the net to shore. When counted, the haul was found to consist of a hundred and fifty-three great fishes; and the narrator is careful to note that (John 21:11) "for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken." Then Jesus said,
John 21:12-13: "Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask Him, who art thou? Knowing that it was the Lord. Jesus then cometh and taketh bread and giveth them, and fish likewise.” 

Everyone knew that it was the Lord who so hospitably served; yet on this, as on all other occasions of His appearing in the resurrected state, there was about Him an awe-inspiring and restraining demeanour. They would have liked to question Him, but durst not. John tells us that this was the (John 21:14) "third time that Jesus shewed Himself to His disciples, after that He was risen from the dead"; by which we understand the occasion to have been the third on which Christ had manifested Himself to the apostles, in complete or partial assembly; for, including also the appearing to Mary Magdalene, to the other women, to Peter, and to the two disciples on the country road, this was the seventh recorded appearance of the risen Lord.

John 21:15: "So when they had dined Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?" 
The question however, tenderly put, must have wrung Peter's heart, coupled as it was with the reminder of his bold but undependable protestation, "Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended"; followed by his denial that he had ever known the Man. 
To the Lord's inquiry Peter answered humbly,
 John 21:15-17: "Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee." Then said Jesus, ‘Feed my lambs.’ He saith to him again a second time, ‘Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?’ He saith unto Him, ‘Yea Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.’ He saith unto him ‘Feed my sheep’. He saith unto him the third time, ‘Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me’? Peter was grieved because He said unto him the third time, lovest thou me? And he said unto Him ‘Lord thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee’, Jesus saith unto Him ‘Feed my Sheep.’
The question was repeated; and Peter replied in identical words, to which the Lord responded, "Feed my sheep." And yet the third time Jesus asked, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?" Peter was pained and grieved at this reiteration, thinking perhaps that the Lord mistrusted him; but as the man had three times denied, so now was he given opportunity for a triple confession. To the thrice repeated question, Peter answered: "Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep."
The commission "Feed my sheep" was an assurance of the Lord's confidence, and of the reality of peter's presidency among the apostles. He had emphatically announced his readiness to follow His Master even to prison and death. Now, the Lord who had died said unto Him: 
John 21:18: "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, when thou wast young, thou girdest thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldst: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldst not." 
John informs us that the Lord so spake signifying the death by which Peter should find a place among the martyrs; the analogy points to crucifixion, and traditional history is without contradiction as to this being the death by which Peter sealed his testimony of the Christ.
John 21:19: “This spake He signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when He had spoken this He said unto Him ‘Follow Me’

Then said the Lord to Peter, "Follow me." The command had both immediate and future significance. The man followed as Jesus drew apart from the others on the shore; yet a few years and Peter would follow his Lord to the cross. Without doubt Peter comprehended the reference to his martyrdom, as his writings, years later, indicate. 
As Christ and Peter walked together, the latter, looking backward, saw that John was following, and inquired: (John 21:21) "Lord and what shall this man do?" Peter wished to peer into the future as to his companion's fate-was John also to die for the faith? 
The Lord replied: (John 21:23) "If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me." It was an admonition to Peter to look to his own course of duty, and to follow the Master, wherever the road should lead. 
Concerning himself, John adds:
John 21:23: "Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?" 
That John still lives in the embodied state, and shall remain in the flesh until the Lord's yet future advent, is attested by later revelation. In company with his martyred and resurrected companions, Peter and James, the "disciple whom Jesus loved" has officiated in the restoration of the Holy Apostleship in this the dispensation of the fulness of times.
John 21:24: “This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and wrote these things: and we know that his testimony is true.”
The Appearance of the Risen Lord in a Mountain in Galilee

Matthew 28:16-17: “Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them, and when they saw Him, they worshipped Him…..”
Jesus had designated a mountain in Galilee whereon He would meet the apostles; and thither the Eleven went. When they saw Him at the appointed place, they worshiped Him. The record adds "but some doubted," by which may be implied that others beside the apostles were present, among whom were some who were unconvinced of the actual corporeity of the resurrected Christ. 
This occasion may have been that of which Paul wrote a quarter of a century later, concerning which he affirms that Christ "was seen of above five hundred brethren at once," of whom, though some had died, the majority remained at the time of Paul's writing, living witnesses to his testimony. 

To those assembled on the mount Jesus declared: (Matthew 28:18) "All power is given unto me in Heaven and in earth." This could be understood as nothing less than an affirmation of His absolute Godship. His authority was supreme, and those who were commissioned of Him were to minister in His name and by a power such as no man could give or take away.
The Final Commission and the Ascension

Throughout the forty days following His resurrection, the Lord manifested Himself at intervals to the apostles, to some individually and to all as a body, and instructed them in "the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God." The record is not always specific and definite as to time and place of particular events; but as to the purport of the Lord's instruction during this period there exists no cause for doubt. 
Much that He said and did is not written, but such things as are of record, John assures his readers, "are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have Life through His name." (John 20:31)
Mark 16:15-18; see Matthew 28:19-20; Luke 24:46-48 Acts 1:6-8
As the time of His ascension drew nigh, the Lord said unto the eleven apostles:
Mark 16:15-18: "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover."
In contrast with their earlier commission, under which they were sent only "to the lost sheep of the house of Israel," they were now to go to Jew and Gentile, bond and free, to mankind at large, of whatever nation, country, or tongue. Salvation, through faith in Jesus the Christ, followed by repentance and baptism, was to be freely offered to all; the rejection of the offer thenceforth would bring condemnation. Signs and miracles were promised to "follow them that believe," thus confirming their faith in the power divine; but no intimation was given that such manifestations were to precede belief, as baits to catch the credulous wonder-seeker.

Assuring the apostles anew of the promise of the Holy Ghost, the Lord instructed them to remain in Jerusalem, whither they had now returned from Galilee, until they would be "endued with power from on high" (Luke 24:49) ; and He added: "For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence." (Acts 1:5)
In that last solemn interview, probably as the risen Savior led the mortal Eleven away from the city toward the old familiar resort on the Mount of Olives, the brethren, still imbued with their conception of the Kingdom of God as an earthly establishment of power and dominion, asked of Him,
Acts 1:6-8: "Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?" Jesus answered, "It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." 
Their duty was thus defined and emphasized:
Matthew 28:19-20: "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen."
Luke 24:46-48: “…Thus it is written and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day; and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things.”
The Ascension on the Mount of Olives 40 Days after His Resurrection 
Luke 24:50-51: “And he led them out as far as Bethany and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. And it came to pass while He blessed them He was parted from them and carried up into Heaven.” (Mark 16:19) and sat down on the right hand of God.”

When Christ and the disciples had gone "as far as to Bethany," the Lord lifted up His hands, and blessed them; and while yet He spake, He rose from their midst, and they looked upon Him as He ascended until a cloud received Him out of their sight. 
Acts 1:9-10: “While they beheld He was taken up; and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward Heaven as he went up behold , two men stood by them in white apparel” 
While the apostles stood gazing steadfastly upward, two personages, clothed in white apparel, appeared by them; these spake unto the Eleven, saying: Acts 1:11: "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into Heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into Heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into Heaven." 
Worshipfully and with great joy the apostles returned to Jerusalem, there to await the coming of the Comforter. The Lord's ascension was accomplished; it was as truly a literal departure of a material Being as His resurrection had been an actual return of His spirit to His own corporeal body, theretofore dead. With the world abode and yet abides the glorious promise that Jesus the Christ, the same Being who ascended from Olivet in His immortalized body of flesh and bones, shall return, descending from the Heavens, in similarly material form and substance. (End of remarks by Dr. Talmage in Jesus the Christ)
The Resurrection is Universal

Matthew 27:52-53: “And the graves were opened and many bodies of the saints which slept arose. And came out of the graves after His resurrection, and went into the Holy city and appeared unto many.”
Soldiers Bribed to give false evidence
Matthew 28:11-15: “…Behold some of the watch came into the city, and showed unto the chief priests all the things that were done. and when they were assembled with the elders and had taken counsel they gave large money unto the soldiers, saying ‘say ye His disciples came by night and stole Him away while He slept. And if this come to the Governor’s ears we will persuade Him and secure you. So they took the money, and did as they were taught, and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day.”
Notes on the Three Days
Precise Time and Manner of Christ's Emergence from the Tomb Not Known. Our Lord definitely predicted His resurrection from the dead on the third day, (Matt. 16:21; 17:23; 20:19; Mark 9:31; 10:34; Luke 9:22; 13:32; 18:33), and the angels at the tomb (Luke 24:7), and the risen Lord in person (Luke 24:46) verified the fulfilment of the prophecies; and apostles so testified in later years (Acts 10:40; 1 Cor. 15:4). 
This specification of the third day must not be understood as meaning after three full days. The Jews began their counting of the daily hours with sunset; therefore the hour before sunset and the hour following belonged to different days. Jesus died and was interred during Friday afternoon. His body lay in the tomb, dead, during part of Friday (first day), throughout Saturday, or as we divide the days, from sunset Friday to sunset Saturday, (second day), and part of Sunday (third day). We know not at what hour between Saturday sunset and Sunday dawn he rose. 
Recorded Appearances of Christ between Resurrection and Ascension
1: To Mary Magdalene, near the sepulchre (Mark 16:9, 10; John 20:14) 
2. To other women somewhere between the sepulchre and Jerusalem (Matt. 28:9).
3. To two disciples on the road to Emmaus (Mark 16:12; Luke 24:13). 
4. To Peter, in or near Jerusalem (Luke 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5).
5. To ten of the Apostles and others at Jerusalem (Luke 24:36; John 20:19). 
6. To the eleven apostles at Jerusalem (Mark 16:14; John 20:26). (John 21).
7. To the Apostles at the Sea of Tiberias, Galilee, (John 21)

8. To the eleven Apostles on a mountain in Galilee (Matt. 28:16).
9. To five hundred brethren at once (1 Cor. 15:6); locality not specified, but probably in Galilee. 
10. To James (1 Cor. 15:7). Note that no record of this manifestation is made by the Gospel-writers. 
11. To the eleven Apostles at the time of the ascension, Mount of Olives, near Bethany (Mark 16:19; Luke 24:50, 51 “Ye are witnesses of these things.” (Luke 24:48) Jesus the Christ by Apostle James E. Talmage
‘Witnesses of the Resurrection’- The Infinite Atonement” Tad R. Callister
“Christ’s resurrection ‘was not done in a corner. (Acts 26:26) The witnesses to this event were both legion and varied. There were the women at the tomb (Luke 24:1-10), Mary Magdalene in the garden (John 20:11-18), the ten apostles (Luke 24:36-43), Thomas (John:24-29), the two disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-24), above five hundred brethren at once” (1 Corinthians 15:6), and Paul on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:3-9). 
To His Apostles Christ says, “Ye are witnesses of these things.” (Luke 24:48) Of all these first-hand accounts, none was more profound than the resurrected Saviors first appearance to the Nephites, as recorded in the book of Mormon. A multitude of two thousand five hundred people- One by One “went forth, and thrust their hands into his side, and did feel the prints of the nails in his hands and in his feet; and this they did do, going forth one by one until they had all gone forth, and did see with their eyes and did feel with their hands, and did know of a surety and did bear record, that it was he, of whom it was written by the prophets, that should come.” (3 Nephi 11:15). 

The resurrected Lord appeared to individuals, to groups, to multitudes. Men, women and children constituted the spiritual witnesses of His resurrection. Some of  these heard testimony from the Father of us all, some from angels, and others from the resurrected Lord. 
Some saw with their eyes, others felt with their hands, some heard with their ears, and yet others had their hearts burn within them. So widespread was the knowledge of Christ’s resurrection to the spiritually enlightened that Peter testified, “God…shewed him openly; not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God.” (Acts 10:40-41).

The resurrected Lord appeared in the quiet of the garden, on the dusty road to Emmaus, in the closed room where the apostles gathered, and at the Temple site of Bountiful. As time marches on the witnesses continue to mount….   “The Infinite Atonement” Tad R. Callister page 174 END
D&C 76:22-24: “And now, after the many testimonies which have been given of him, this is the testimony, last of all, which we give of him: That He lives! For we saw Him, even on the right hand of God; and we heard the voice bearing record that He is the Only Begotten of the Father--That by Him, and through Him, and of Him, the worlds are and were created, and the inhabitants thereof are begotten sons and daughters unto God.” 
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