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Introduction

The commandment to purchase the sacred Land of Zion has been in full force since it was first given by the Lord in 1831. This was to be accomplished as soon as time permitted according to circumstances. 
Purchasing the appointed lands is the first step in the Redemption of Zion. Other commandments connected with Zion such as the Law of Consecration and The United Order will be put into operation after the land is purchased. 
This commandment to purchase the sacred lands in Missouri is peculiar to this generation of Saints. It requires those who hold the keys of leadership in the church to take the lead in obedience to this commandment. The Saints should then give their full support. 

The eventual consequences of not following this commandment at the earliest opportunity are also clearly indicated in the scriptures. 
See the studies in the folder Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering
The Lands of Zion are to be Purchased as Soon as Time Permits
D&C 58:48-52: “And let them build up churches, inasmuch as the inhabitants of the earth will repent. And let there be an agent appointed by the voice of the church, unto the church in ….to receive moneys to purchase lands in Zion. 

And I give unto my servant ….a commandment, that he shall write a description of the land of Zion, and a statement of the will of God, as it shall be made known by the Spirit unto him; And an epistle and subscription, to be presented unto all the churches to obtain moneys, to be put into the hands of the bishop, of himself or the agent, as seemeth him good or as he shall direct, to purchase lands for an inheritance for the children of God. 

For, behold, verily I say unto you, the Lord willeth that the disciples and the children of men should open their hearts, even to purchase this whole region of country, as soon as time will permit.”

The Saints are to Hold Claim to Land Purchased

The Lord expects His Saints to purchase all the land they can, and hold claim to it, even though they may not be permitted by their enemies to live thereon: 

D&C 101:97-99: “Let not that which I have appointed be polluted by mine enemies, by the consent of those who call themselves after my name. For this is a very sore and grievous sin against me, and against my people, in consequence of those things which I have decreed and which are soon to befall the nations. Therefore, it is my will that my people should claim, and hold claim upon that which I have appointed unto them, though they should not be permitted to dwell thereon.”

Commandment to Purchase the Sacred Lands When Possible
Lands are to be purchased in Jackson County and the adjoining counties when they have the ability to do so in wisdom
D&C 57:4-6: “Wherefore it is wisdom that the land should be purchased by the saints……. inasmuch as my people are enabled to buy lands. Behold, this is wisdom, that they may obtain it for an everlasting inheritance. And let my servant…..stand in the office to which I have appointed him, to receive moneys, to be an agent unto the church, to buy land in all the regions round about, inasmuch as can be done in righteousness, and as wisdom shall direct.”

D&C 105:28: “And to have sent wise men to fulfill that which I have commanded concerning the purchasing of the lands in Jackson County that can be purchased and in the adjoining counties round about.” 

The Purchase of Sacred Lands is the First Step to Redeem Zion

D&C 105: 27-30: “And I will soften the hearts of the people, as I did the heart of Pharaoh, from time to time, until my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., and mine elders, whom I have appointed, shall have time to gather up the strength of my house and to have sent wise men, to fulfil that which I have commanded concerning the purchasing of all the lands in Jackson county that can be purchased, and in the adjoining counties round about.
For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the laws of consecration which I have given. 
And after these lands are purchased, I will hold the armies of Israel guiltless in taking possession of their own lands, which they have previously purchased with their moneys, and of throwing down the towers of mine enemies that may be upon them, and scattering their watchmen, and avenging me of mine enemies unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me.”
The Commandment to Purchase is to Prepare for the Gathering

D&C 101: 63, 68-74: “Again, verily I say unto you, I will show unto you wisdom in me concerning all the churches, inasmuch as they are willing to be guided in a right and proper way for their salvation. 

Nevertheless, as I have said unto you in a former commandment, let not your gathering be in haste, nor by flight; but let all things be prepared before you. And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things—Which saith, or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my saints; All the land which can be purchased in Jackson county, and the counties round about, and leave the residue in mine hand. 

Now, verily I say unto you, let all the churches gather together all their moneys; let these things be done in their time, but not in haste; and observe to have all things prepared before you. And let honorable men be appointed, even wise men, and send them to purchase these lands. And the churches …….when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion. 

Save Money to Purchase Land

In preparation the Saints are told to “gather up their riches” and “save all the money that they can” to purchase the land:

D&C 45:65: “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you.”

D&C 48:3-4: “And inasmuch as ye have not lands, let them buy for the present time in those regions round about, as seemeth them good, for it must needs be necessary that they have places to live for the present time. It must needs be necessary that ye save all the money that ye can, and that ye obtain all that ye can in righteousness, that in time ye may be enabled to purchase land for an inheritance, even the city.”

D&C 63 40, 48: “And let all the moneys which can be spared, it mattereth not unto me whether it be little or much, be sent up unto the land of Zion, unto them whom I have appointed to receive. He that sendeth up treasures unto the land of Zion shall receive an inheritance in this world, and his works shall follow him, and also a reward in the world to come.” 
What Lands are to be Purchased

The centre of the Land of Zion is Independence, Jackson County, Missouri as identified in scripture. 

In June 1831 at a conference in Kirtland the Lord declared that the land of Missouri was to be the consecrated place for the inheritance of the saints: 

D&C 52:2: “I the Lord will make known unto you what I will that ye shall do from this time until the next conference, which shall be in Missouri, upon the land which I will consecrate unto my people, which are a remnant of Jacob, and those who are heirs according to the covenant”
D&C 52:42: “And thus, even as I have said, if ye are faithful ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies.” 
D&C 57:1-4: “Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your God, who have assembled yourselves together, according to my commandments, in this land, which is the land of Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and consecrated for the Gathering of the Saints. Wherefore, this is the Land of Promise, and the place for the City of Zion. And thus saith the Lord your God, if you will receive wisdom here is wisdom. Behold, the place which is now called Independence is the centre place; and a spot for the temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not far from the courthouse. 
By Purchase or by Blood

The Lord gives His people a clear warning that the Land of Zion can only be obtained by either one of two ways. First the Saints can willingly use their agency to follow the counsel of the Lord in a time of peace and purchase the sacred lands. Or second they can obtain the land by force through necessity in a time of great turmoil when their lives will be at risk. The scriptures state: 
D&C 63:25-31: “Behold, the land of Zion—I, the Lord, hold it in mine own hands; Nevertheless, I, the Lord, render unto Cæsar the things which are Cæsar’s. Wherefore, I the Lord will that you should purchase the lands, that you may have advantage of the world, that you may have claim on the world, that they may not be stirred up unto anger. For Satan putteth it into their hearts to anger against you, and to the shedding of blood. Wherefore the land of Zion shall not be obtained but by purchase or by blood otherwise there is none inheritance for you. And if by purchase, behold you are blessed; and if by blood as you are forbidden to shed blood, lo, your enemies are upon you, and ye shall be scourged from city to city and from synagogue (meetinghouse) to synagogue, and but few shall stand to receive an inheritance.” 
It is essential for their physical protection that the church exercises wisdom in this choice:

D&C 58:53: “Behold here is wisdom. Let them do this lest they receive none inheritance, save it be by the shedding of blood.” 

If Saints remain part of Babylon they will suffer with the Wicked 

If members continue to be part of Babylon until the time of the destructions which are prophesied to take place prior to the Second Coming they will suffer with the wicked. The Lord has said:
D&C 64:24: “I will not spare any that remain in Babylon” 
D&C 35:11: “And the time speedily cometh that great things are to be shown forth unto the children of men; but without faith shall not anything be shown forth except desolations upon Babylon.” 
The Lord’s People will only Escape if they Do what is Commanded of them
D&C 97:22-26: “For behold, and lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the ungodly as the whirlwind; and who shall escape it? 
The Lord’s scourge shall pass over by night and by day, and the report thereof shall vex all people; yea, it shall not be stayed until the Lord come; For the indignation of the Lord is kindled against their abominations and all their wicked works. 

Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she observe to do all things whatsoever I have commanded her. But if she observe not to do whatsoever I have commanded her, I will visit her according to all her works, with sore affliction, with pestilence, with plague, with sword, with vengeance, with devouring fire.”
A Willingness is Required to Hearken to the Counsel of the Lord

D&C 101:75: “There is even now already in store sufficient, yea, even an abundance, to redeem Zion, and establish her waste places, no more to be thrown down, were the churches, who call themselves after my name, willing to hearken to my voice.”
D&C 103:5: “But verily I say unto you, that I have decreed a decree which my people shall realize inasmuch as they hearken from this very hour unto the counsel which I, the Lord their God, shall give unto them.” 
D&C 103:11: “I have decreed that your brethren which have been scattered shall return to the lands of their inheritances, and shall build up the waste places of Zion” 
The Saviour then explains how this decree is to be realized: 
D&C 101:74: “And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion” see D&C 105:37
Only when the Church follows the direction of the Lord will they receive the necessary power to redeem Zion:

D&C 101:100: “Nevertheless, I do not say they shall not dwell thereon; for inasmuch as they bring forth fruit and works meet for my Kingdom they shall dwell thereon.” 
D&C 101:8: “In the day of their peace they esteemed lightly my counsel; but, in the day of their trouble, of necessity they feel after me.” 
D&C 101: 48, 50: “And consulted for a long time saying among themselves: What need hath my Lord of this Tower (Zion), seeing this is a time of peace?”……”and while they were at variance one with another they became very slothful, and they hearkened not unto the commandments of their Lord” 
The Counties Round About

Land is to be purchased in the counties round about Jackson County

D&C 101:70-71: “Which saith, or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the Land of Zion…all the land which can be purchased in Jackson County and the counties round about…”
Jackson County: Is the centre of Zion in Independence
The following counties could be included in the ‘regions round about’.

Daviess County: Where Adam-ondi Ahman is situated
Caldwell County: The saints moved to Far West after their expulsion from Jackson County

Adjoining Counties would also include

Clay County: 

Ray County: 

Lafayett County:
Scriptures Used in this Study

Doctrine and Covenants: D&C: 35:11; 45:65; 48:3-4; 57:1-5; 57:5-6; 58:48-52; 58:53; 63:25-31; 63:40,48; 64:24; 97:22-26; 101:8; 101; 48, 50; 101:63, 68-74; 101:74; 101:75; 101:97-99; 101:100: 103:5; 103:11; 105:27-30; 105:28. 
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