No Evil Speaking, Finding Fault, Malice, Revile Not, Do No Harm
Introduction

Backbiting and evil speaking of a neighbour should have no place in the life of members.

There should be no intent of doing harm to a neighbour.
There should be no malice which is a desire to harm someone

Dictionary: Malice is to try to inflict injury, harm, or suffering on another

A Forgiving Attitude will help in avoiding Grudges

A Grudge: is a persistent feeling of ill will or resentment resulting from a past insult or injury.

Revile is to criticize in an abusive or hostile way, or to spread negative information about.
Anger is a strong feeling of annoyance, displeasure, or hostility aroused by injustice

Anger without a cause is condemned. Righteous indignation is controlled anger

See the study No Hardness of Heart, Unbelief, Spiritual Blindness, Rebellion, Stiff-Neckedness, Murmurings
Scriptures

D&C 42:27: “Thou shalt not speak evil of thy neighbor, nor do him any harm.”

This is part of the law of the Church

D&C 42:28: “Thou knowest my laws concerning these things are given in my scriptures. He that sinneth and repenteth not shall be cast out.”

D&C 20:53-54: “The teacher’s duty (home-teacher) is to …and see that there is no iniquity in the church, neither hardness with each other, neither lying, backbiting, nor evil speaking.”
D&C 88:124: “Cease to find fault one with another.”

D&C 136:23: “Cease to contend one with another, cease to speak evil one with another.”
D&C 101:6-7: “Behold I say unto you there were jarrings, and contentions, and envying’s, and strife’s and lustful and covetous desires among them; therefore by these things they polluted their inheritances. They were slow to hearken unto the voice of the Lord their God; therefore, the Lord their God is slow to hearken unto their prayers, to answer them in the day of their trouble.”
Matthew 12: 36-37: “But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.”

Matthew 15:11: “Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.”
Colossians 3:8: “But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.”
Ephesians 4:31: “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice.”

James 1:26: “If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain.”
James 4:11: “Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.”

James 5:9: “Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door.”
1 Peter 2:1: “Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings.”

Mosiah 4: 13: “And ye will not have a mind to injure one another, but to live peaceably.”
Mosiah 4:30: “But this much I can tell you, that if ye do not watch yourselves, and your thoughts, and your words, and your deeds, and observe the commandments of God, and continue in the faith of what ye have heard concerning the coming of our Lord, even unto the end of your lives, ye must perish. And now, O man, remember, and perish not.”
Alma 4:8: “For they saw and beheld with great sorrow that the people of the church began to be lifted up in the pride of their eyes, and to set their hearts upon riches and upon the vain things of the world, that they began to be scornful, one towards another, and they began to persecute those that did not believe according to their own will and pleasure.”

Helaman 16:22: “And many more things did the people imagine up in their hearts, which were foolish and vain; and they were much disturbed, for Satan did stir them up to do iniquity continually; yea, he did go about spreading rumors and contentions upon all the face of the land, that he might harden the hearts of the people against that which was good and against that which should come.”

3 Nephi 14:1-2: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.”

Mormon 8: 35-36: “Behold, I speak unto you as if ye were present, and yet ye are not. But behold, Jesus Christ hath shown you unto me, and I know your doing. And I know that ye do walk in the pride of your hearts; and there are none save a few only who do not lift themselves up in the pride of their hearts, unto the wearing of very fine apparel, unto envying, and strifes, and malice, and persecutions, and all manner of iniquities; and your churches, yea, even every one, have become polluted because of the pride of your hearts.”
Exodus 23:1: “Thou shalt not raise a false report: put not thine hand with the wicked to be an unrighteous witness.”

Leviticus 19:16, 18: “Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the Lord.”

Proverbs 21:23: “Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from troubles.”
Anger without a Cause is Condemned
Matthew 5: 22: “But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.”
Alma 59:13 “And it came to pass that Moroni was angry with the government, because of their indifference concerning the freedom of their country.”
3 Nephi 11:29-30: “He that hath the spirit of contention is not of me but is of the devil, who is the father of contention, and he stirreth up the hearts of men to contend with anger one with another. Behold this is not my doctrine to stir up the hearts of men with anger one against another, but this is my doctrine that such things should be done away.”
Proverbs 15:1: “A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.”
Proverbs 15:18: “A wrathful man stirreth up strife: but he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife.”
Revile Not

Matthew 27:12-14:  “And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest. And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee? And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly.”
D&C 19:30: “And thou shalt do it with all humility, trusting in me, reviling not against revilers.”

D&C 31:9: “Be patient in afflictions, revile not against those that revile. Govern your house in meekness, and be steadfast.”
D&C 98:23: “Now, I speak unto you concerning your families—if men will smite you, or your families, once, and ye bear it patiently and revile not against them, neither seek revenge, ye shall be rewarded.”
Jacob 3:9: “Wherefore, a commandment I give unto you, which is the word of God, that ye revile no more against them because of the darkness of their skins; neither shall ye revile against them because of their filthiness; but ye shall remember your own filthiness, and remember that their filthiness came because of their fathers.”
3 Nephi 6:13: “Some were lifted up in pride, and others were exceedingly humble; some did return railing for railing, while others would receive railing and persecution and all manner of afflictions, and would not turn and revile again, but were humble and penitent before God.”

Matthew 5:11: “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.

1 Peter 2:21-23: “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously.”
The Saints are Commanded to Forgive

The saints are commanded to forgive one another so that offences do not canker the soul. The Lord has explained the way these offences should be resolved.

See the separate study “Forgiveness and being Offended

D&C 64:8-11: “My disciples in days of old, sought occasion against one another and forgave not one another in their hearts; and for this evil they were afflicted and sorely chastened. Wherefore I say unto you that ye ought to forgive one another: for he that forgiveth not his brother his trespasses standeth condemned before the Lord: for there remaineth in him the greater sin. I, the Lord will forgive whom I will forgive, but of you it is required to forgive all men. And ye ought to say in your hearts- let God judge between me and thee, and reward thee according to thy deeds.”
D&C 82:1: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, my servants that inasmuch as you have forgiven one another your trespasses, even so I, the Lord, forgive you.”

Matthew 6:14-15: “For if we forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”

Matthew 18:21-22: “Then came Peter to him, and said Lord. How oft shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, until seven times: but until seventy times seven.”
How to Resolve Offences

3 Nephi 12:22-24: “But I say unto you, that whosoever is angry with his brother shall be in danger of his judgment. …Therefore if ye shall come unto me, or shall desire to come unto me (through the sacrament), and rememberest that thy brother hath aught against thee-Go thy way unto thy brother and first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come unto me with full purpose of heart and I will receive you. See Matthew 5:23-24
D&C 42:88-93: “And if thy brother or sister offend thee, thou shalt take him or her between him or her and the alone; and if he or she confess thou shalt be reconciled. And if he or she confess not thou shalt deliver him of her up unto the Church, not to the members, but to the Elders. And it shall be done in a meeting and that not before the world. And if thy brother or sister offend many, he or she shall be chastened before many. And if any offend openly, he or she shall be rebuked openly, that he or she may be ashamed. 
And if he or she confess not, he or she shall be delivered up unto the Law of God. And if any shall offend in secret, he or she shall be rebuked in secret, that he or she may have opportunity to confess in secret to him or her whom he or she has offended, and to God, that the Church may not speak reproachfully of him or her. And thus shall ye conduct in all things.” 
Matthew: 18:15-18: “Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the Church (presiding leaders) if he neglect to hear the Church (that is the counsel of the presiding leaders) let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.”
John 14:15 “If ye Love me, Keep My Commandments” 

It is commandment to Forgive.  

It is a commandment to be a Peacemaker. 

It is a commandment to resolve offences

It is a commandment to be easily entreated, humble meek submissive, patient, gentle; full of love See Alma 7:23; Alma 13:28; Mosiah 3:19;  James 3:17

Additional Scriptures on the way to treat Neighbours

3 Nephi:-12:9: “And blessed are all the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.” 

Matthew 7:12: “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.” 

Matthew 5:38-44: "Ye have heard that it hath been said, an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But I say unto you, that ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. Ye have heard that it hath been said; Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you"
3 Nephi 12:44-45: “But behold I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them who despitefully use you and persecute you: that ye may be the children of your Father who is in heaven…”

Galatians 5: 14-15: “For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself  but if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that  ye be not consumed one of another.”
3 Nephi 13:1-5: “Judge not that ye be not judged for with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and with what measure ye meat, it shall be measured to you again. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye….Thou hypocrite, first cast the beam out of thine own eye; and then thou shalt see clearly to cast  the mote out of thy brother’s eye.” 
D&C 136: 25-26: “If thou borrowest of thy neighbor, thou shalt restore that which thou hast borrowed; and if thou canst not repay then go straightway and tell thy neighbor, lest he condemn thee. If thou shalt find that which thy neighbor has lost, thou shalt make diligent search till thou shalt deliver it to him again.”

Quotes from leaders of the Church

 “Nay, Speak No Ill” President N. Eldon Tanner  Ensign Mar 1973 
“It seems that we all have a great tendency to talk about our neighbors. In fact, it is human nature to do so. For some reason or other it seems to be much easier to talk about a person’s faults than his virtues. We repeat some derogatory statements that we have heard regarding a neighbor, whether they be rumours or fact, and they, like weeds, seem to grow with the telling. It is, therefore, most important that we heed the words of the Lord on this subject. If we want to be good neighbors, we should find out the truth and all the facts or refrain from making any statement lest we fail to observe the commandment, “Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.” (Exodus 20:16.)

It seems we can always find what we are looking for in a person. As we all know, none of us is perfect. As we point out a fault or a weakness, it calls attention to the fault, and we overlook or fail to see the strong points of an individual, and no one benefits thereby.
“We may well ask: “How would I like to have others pointing out my weaknesses or saying about me what I am repeating about another? How much better for us to look for praiseworthy qualities and pass on compliments, not only to the individual, but to others who know him.” 

“Children, wives, friends, and associates tend to live up to (or down to) the statements expressed about them. An honest, sincerely stated compliment helps to build character; criticism destroys it. Tearing down another’s reputation or character never builds or betters our own. Expressing admiration for the accomplishments or character traits of another builds us as well as those about whom we speak.”
“If you think your bishop, stake president, or some other officer is weak, he needs your help more than ever and will be stronger if you sustain him and give him your support instead of pointing out to others the weaknesses you think he has. We serve the Lord by strengthening the character of our fellowmen, for “inasmuch as ye do it unto the least of these, ye do it unto me.” (D&C 42:38.)”

 ‘Speak Kind Words’ President Marion G. Romney August 1977 Ensign 

“My appeal in this message is that we control our tongues, and by speaking kind words to each other emulate in our relationships with each other the loving kindness the Lord has for his people, as expressed by Isaiah when he said:

“I will mention the loving kindnesses of the Lord, and the praises of the Lord, according to all that the Lord hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which he hath bestowed on them according to his mercies, and according to the multitude of his loving kindnesses.” (Isa. 63:7.)

Jesus said, “Do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.

“Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.” (Luke 6:35–36.)

Paul, in his epistle to the Ephesians, said:

“I … beseech you … with all lowliness and meekness … to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace [and] let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. …

“Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:

“And be ye kind one to another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” (Eph. 4:1–3, 29, 31–32.)

In his general epistle, the apostle James gives this counsel:

“Be swift to hear, [but] slow to speak.” (James 1:19.)

He then thus contrasts the outspoken pretender with the man who has so bridled his tongue as to in truth control his words: “If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, … this man’s religion is vain.”

And then he adds:

“If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.” (James 1:26; James 3:2.)

This bridling of the whole body is a lofty objective. To reach it requires a real struggle, however. For notwithstanding the tongue is a small member of the body, it is very effective and it seldom wears out. James reminds us that as with a small bit in a horse’s mouth “we turn about [his] whole body” and with a very small helm great ships driven by fierce winds are easily controlled, so with the tongue, a little member of the body, great things are boasted and great fires are kindled. 
He charges it with being “a world of iniquity,” with defiling the whole body and setting “on fire the course of nature,” pointing out that although “every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.” (See James 3:2–8.)

Although nearly two thousand years have passed, the evils against which James so forcefully, counseled are still with us; but they are no more consistent with the life of a Latter-day Saint than they were with the life of a former-day saint.

Long before the time of Jesus and Paul and James, the Old Testament prophets were expounding the same doctrine and giving the same advice:

“A soft answer turneth away wrath,” said the wise author of Proverbs, and added, “but grievous words stir up anger.

“The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness. …

“A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness therein is a breach in the spirit. …

“Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. …

“She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness.” (Prov. 15:1–2, 4; Prov. 31:10, 26.)

In America, King Benjamin instructed parents not to suffer their children to “fight and quarrel one with another, and serve the devil, who is the master of sin, or who is the evil spirit which hath been spoken of by our fathers, he being an enemy to all righteousness.” (Mosiah 4:14.)

In Shakespeare’s Hamlet, he has Polonius instruct his son Laertes to “give thy thoughts no tongue. … Give every man thine ear, but few thy voice: Take each man’s censure, but reserve thy judgment.” (Act I, Scene 3.)

Someone else has said:

“If wisdom’s ways you widely seek, five things observe with care: of whom you speak, to whom you speak, and how, and when, and where.” (Anon., The New Dictionary of Thoughts, Standard Book Co., 1961, p. 678a.),……..
The Prophet Joseph Smith told the Relief Society sisters of his day that “the tongue is an unruly member” and gave them this counsel: “Hold your tongues about things of no moment﻿—a little tale will set the world on fire.” (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 5:20.)

Let us, therefore, resolve to control our tongues and by speaking kind words to each other emulate the loving kindness of our Lord.

Should we be moved by anger to speak rashly, think of these lines by President Charles W. Penrose:

School thy feelings, O my brother,
Train thy warm impulsive soul,
Do not its emotions smother,

But let wisdom’s voice control.

(Hymns, no. 340.)

And these of H. R. Palmer:

Angry words! oh, let them never

From the tongue unbridled slip,
May the heart’s best impulse ever

Check them ere they soil the lip.

Love is much too pure and holy,

Friendship is too sacred far,

For a moment’s reckless folly

Thus to desolate and mar.

Angry words are lightly spoken.
Bitt’rest tho’ts are rashly stirred﻿—

Brightest links of life are broken,

By a single angry word.

(Deseret Sunday School Songs, no. 67.)

Rather than malign, defame, slander, or speak evil of another, let us remember and implement the message of the beautiful hymn, “Nay, Speak No Ill,” and then be as lenient with failings of another as we are of our own.

Let us go further and, in the words of Joseph L. Townsend. 

LDS Hymn 232
“Let us oft speak kind words to each other

At home or where’er we may be,

Like the warblings of birds on the heather,

The tones will be welcome and free.

They’ll gladden the heart that’s repining,

Give courage and hope from above,

And where the dark clouds hide the shining,

Let in the bright sunlight of love.
LDS Hymn 116

“Nay, speak no ill, a kindly word

Can never leave a sting behind,
And, oh, to breathe each tale we’ve heard

Is far beneath a noble mind.

“Full oft a better seed is sown

By choosing thus the kinder plan,

For, if but little good is known,

Still let us speak the best we can.” 
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