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6. Elder Jeffrey R. Holland “Israel, Israel, God Is Calling” Sept 2012 devotional

7. Elder Jeffrey R. Holland “The Call to Be Christ-like” June 2014 Ensign

8. NOTES ON THESE TALKS BY ELDER HOLLAND see page 31

(See details of the accepted doctrine of the church on Gathering to Zion in 1970 before the change in 1972 in Use of the Term ‘Gathering to Zion’ by Leaders 1972-2001
Introduction
See the  Studies in the folder Law of Consecration-Zion-Gathering for more information on the Gathering to Zion based on scripture.  
Zion is a Composite Term
Some confusion has arisen because of the composite meaning of the term Zion as explained in the above document. A clear understanding of the term Zion can only be obtained by knowing the essential parts required for its establishment in this generation. The Doctrine and Covenants teaches that Zion is the Pure in Heart, in the Divinely Appointed Place, living by the Law of the Celestial Order, meaning the Law of Consecration. Each part is essential to obtain the fulness of Zion.

It is important to realize that there can be no Zion in its fulness without the Law of Consecration administered under the United Order.

The Essential Parts of Zion are:

Zion is the Pure in Heart:

D&C 97:21: “Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion – The Pure in Heart; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn.” 

Zion is a Distinct Place:

D&C 97:19-20: “And the nations of the Earth shall honour her, and shall say: Surely Zion is the City of our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there; and he hath sworn by the power of his might to be her salvation and her high tower.”  

Zion requires the Celestial Law of Consecration and Stewardship:

D&C 105:5: “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.”  (This refers to The Law of Consecration. (See also D&C 105:4, 29, 32, 34 and D&C 58:19, 82:15, 97:25, 119:1, 3, 5, and 6, D&C 78:4-8)

Hugh Nibley a great advocate of Zion stated: 

Zion is any community in which the Celestial Order prevails.

Zion is the pure in heart, 

But Zion is also a real city or any number of real cities.

See BYU lecture series 1971/2 ‘Our glory or our condemnation’ 

To emphasize in writings or statements of one part of Zion, whilst neglecting the other aspects, is clearly taking the meaning of the word Zion out of context and can therefore be misleading. This can cause an imbalance in understanding the full meaning of the word which in turn can lead to erroneous doctrine. It is only partly true to say for example that “Zion is the pure in heart”
Additional meanings of Zion

Zion is a word that denotes something that is Heavenly, Celestial or of God. It is ‘A bit of Heaven on Earth’, or in other words the bringing of Heavenly ideals to Earth. The name Zion is literally taken from the City where God himself dwells: “These are they who are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the City of the living God, the Heavenly place, the Holiest of all.” D&C 76:66 

Zion used in a general sense in the scriptures means ‘the cause of righteousness’ or ‘the work of God’ as in the following: “For thou shalt devote all thy service in Zion; and in this thou shalt have strength” D&C 24:7 “Now, as you have asked, behold I say unto you, keep my commandments, and seek to bring forth and establish the cause of Zion.” D&C 6:6; 11:6, 12:6, 14:6, 21:7-8, 24:7, 30:11.

Zion is also an ancient Hebrew word meaning a place of refuge or sanctuary and is used in scripture to describe both the Old and the New Jerusalem. It is the name given to the Holy City built by Enoch which was taken into Heaven: “Enoch built a city that was called The City of Holiness, even Zion” Moses 7:19

Note on words that have a composite meaning
Another example of a composite term is the word salvation, which is comprised of vital parts like faith, repentance, baptism, Gift of the Holy Ghost, endurance to the end. Each part is essential to obtain the full blessing of salvation. However sometimes in scripture one part of this composite term is used as if referring to the whole such as: “And he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned” D&C 68:9. If this scripture is taken in isolation a misunderstanding could be obtained that all that is required for salvation is belief and baptism. It is apparent however, from additional verses of scripture, that repentance, the Gift of the Holy Ghost, and other principles and ordinances of the gospel, are essential components of salvation. 
Sermons by leaders of the church on Zion and the Gathering from 2006.
‘Gathering Spirit still Continues’
By Elder Boyd K Packer LDS Church News 8 July 2006 (extracts)
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No longer to tops of the mountains but into the Church in every nation 

President Boyd K. Packer's remarks concluded the 2006 New Mission Presidents Seminar. Speaking to an audience of 112 mission presidents and their wives in the Missionary Training Center in Provo, Utah, his address was broadcast to mission presidents worldwide.
Continuing, President Packer explained that from the Old Testament to the modern revelations, "the scriptures are laced with references to the words gather and gathering." The first gathering in this dispensation, he said, was to Kirtland, Ohio, where the saints built a temple. "There Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdrey 'saw the Lord standing upon the breastwork of the pulpit' (Doctrine and Covenants 110:2), and He prophesied to them that the work would go forth until it filled the whole earth, and 'the fame of this house shall spread to foreign lands' " (v. 10).
In addition, Moses, Elias and Elijah appeared and committed the keys of gathering which "remain in the Church today." The saints, President Packer said, were driven from Kirtland to Independence, Mo., and from there to Far West, where they were commanded to build a temple. "But they were not to see it built. The mobs drove them away. The Twelve went back at night to set the cornerstones. Wilford Woodruff was ordained an apostle sitting on one of those cornerstones." From Far West, the saints were driven to Nauvoo, Ill., where they built a city and a temple. The call went out to gather to Nauvoo……..
Again, the saints left their homes and gathered "in a land no one had seen except in vision." "The spirit of gathering rested upon them," President Packer continued. "And they came, first as a trickle, and then as a stream. The Zion to which they came was again under terrible persecution. It was greatly strengthened by their very numbers. They came across the ocean and prairies and across wilderness. They climbed over and through the mighty, towering Rocky Mountains. They came by wagon with ox teams. Most all who came walked 2,000 miles. Three thousand of them pushed handcarts. The spirit of gathering was in their hearts. The Perpetual Emigration Fund was established to help the poor gather from Europe."
In August 1972, a historic change was announced, "a redirection from the Lord. Gathering was not to continue as it had for nearly 150 years. . . . Henceforth, they were to be gathered out of the world into the Church in their own lands into the stakes of Zion. A stake is a refuge from the world," President Packer explained.

At the next general conference, President Harold B. Lee officially announced that the pioneering phase of gathering was over. President Packer said that President Lee quoted the words of Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the Council of the Twelve at a Mexico City Area Conference the previous August, in which the apostle said, "(This) certainly emphasizes the great need for the teaching and training of local leadership in order to build up the Church within their own native countries."

"A new direction had now been given to the spirit of gathering," President Packer said. "The gathering no longer was to be to the tops of the mountains. Under the direction of the apostles and prophets, the gathering was to be out of the world into the Church in every nation. Every nation was to be the gathering place for its own people. They would gather to build temples.

"It is clear then that the stakes are to be the gathering place and the place for refuge for the members of the Church.” The Prophet Joseph Smith said, 'What was the object of gathering . . . the people of God in any age of the world? . . . The main object was to build unto the Lord a house whereby He would reveal unto His people the ordinances of His house and the glories of His kingdom, and teach the people the way of salvation.' "………
President Packer declared: "The Church has grown now to cover the whole world. This gathering shall continue until the righteous are assembled in the congregations of the saints in all nations of the world."
‘A Defense and a Refuge’
By Elder Boyd K Packer October 2006 General Conference (extracts)
“On July 26, 1847, their third day in the valley (the second having been the Sabbath), Brigham Young, with members of the Twelve and some others, climbed a peak about one and a half miles from where I now stand. They thought it a good place to raise an ensign to the nations. Heber C. Kimball wore a yellow bandana. They tied it to Willard Richards's walking stick and waved it aloft, an ensign to the nations. Brigham Young named it Ensign Peak. Then they descended to their worn-out wagons, to the few things they had carried 2,000 miles, and to their travel-weary followers. 
It was not what they possessed that gave them strength but what they knew………. A revelation, written nine years earlier, directed them to "arise and shine forth, that thy light may be a standard for the nations and that the gathering together upon the land of Zion, and upon her stakes, may be for a defense, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth" (D&C 115:5–6)……… 

They understood that the stakes were to be a defense and a refuge, but at that time there was not one stake on the earth. They knew their mission was to establish stakes of Zion in every nation of the earth……...Now the stakes of Zion number in the thousands and are all over the world. The members number in the millions and growing. Neither of these can be held back, for this is the work of the Lord. Now members live in 160 nations and speak over 200 languages. 

Some live with an unspoken fear of what awaits us and the Church in the world. It grows ever darker in morality and spirituality. If we will gather into the Church, live the simple principles of the gospel, live moral lives, keep the Word of Wisdom, tend to our priesthood and other duties, then we need not live in fear. The Word of Wisdom is a key to both physical health and revelation. Avoid tea, coffee, liquor, tobacco, and narcotics. 

We can live where we wish, doing the best we can to make a living, whether modest or generous. We are free to do as we wish with our lives, assured of the approval and even the intervention of the Almighty, confident of constant spiritual guidance. Each stake is a defense and a refuge and a standard. A stake is self-contained with all that is needed for the salvation and exaltation of those who would come within its influence, and temples are ever closer……… 

We face the challenge of raising families in the world in darkening clouds of wickedness. Some of our members are unsettled, and sometimes they wonder: Is there any place one can go escape from it all? Is there another town or a state or a country where it is safe, where one can find refuge? The answer generally is no. The defense and the refuge is where our members now live. 

The Book of Mormon prophesies, "Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father among all nations in preparing the way whereby his people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance" (3 Nephi 21:28). Those who come out of the world into the Church, keep the commandments, honor the priesthood, and enter into activity have found the refuge……….

We are not to be afraid, even in a world where the hostilities will never end. The war of opposition that was prophesied in the revelations continues today. We are to be happy and positive. We are not to be afraid. Fear is the opposite of faith………. 

Not only are we to maintain the highest of standards, but each of us is to be a standard, a defense, a refuge. We are to "let [our] light so shine before men, that they may see [our] good works, and glorify [our] Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 5:16;)……We speak of the Church as our refuge, our defense. There is safety and protection in the Church. It centers in the gospel of Jesus Christ. Latter-day Saints learn to look within themselves to see the redeeming power of the Savior of all mankind. The principles of the gospel taught in the Church and learned from the scriptures become a guide for each of us individually and for our families. 

We know that the homes we establish, and those of our descendants, will be the refuge spoken of in the revelations—the "light," the "standard," the "ensign" for all nations, and the "refuge" against the gathering storms (see D&C 115:5–6; Isaiah 11:12; 2 Nephi 21:12). 

If a well-worn yellow bandana was good enough to be an ensign to the world, then ordinary men who hold the priesthood and ordinary women and ordinary children in ordinary families, living the gospel as best they can all over the world, can shine forth as a standard, a defense, a refuge against whatever is to be poured out upon the earth.”
he Following letter was sent to Elder Boyd K. Packer in reference to the above talk
Elder Boyd K. Packer

President of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, 

Utah 84150-1200, U.S.A                         

9 February 2008                  

Dear Elder Packer

I appreciate the fact that you may have insufficient time to reply to all correspondence, but I felt prompted to communicate my testimony on an important subject.

Recently I have being studying on the topic of refuge and preservation for latter Day Saints in the Last Days. Your talk “A Defense and a Refuge” (October 2006 General Conference) figures prominently in a search on LDS.org on these topics. Your message using D&C 115:6 presumes that the stakes of the church scattered throughout the earth will be the places of refuge for members up to the Coming of Christ.

You state in your talk concerning the members worldwide:  

“Is there another town or a state or a country where it is safe, where one can find refuge? The answer is generally no. The defence and refuge is where our members live…..we are not to be afraid, even in a world where the hostilities will never end ….we know that the homes we establish, and those of our descendants will be the refuge spoken of in the revelations and the refuge against the gathering storms.”

Your comments however do not seem to equate with what the revelations teach on this subject of preservation and the places of safety and refuge for the saints.

When the Lord speaks in the Doctrine and Covenants Section 115:6 about the storm and wrath being poured out ‘without mixture upon the whole earth’ this is referring to the final fall of Babylon when the consumption decreed will make a full end of all nations (D&C 87:6). The Lord has said that when ‘this desolation of abomination’ takes place He ‘will not spare any that remain in Babylon’ D&C 64:24. There must therefore be a place set apart from Babylon for the righteous to be spared. 

After quoting the revelations of the Lord in D&C 45 Elder Marion G. Romney stated:

“I hope we are all familiar with these words of the Lord and with his predictions concerning other coming events, such as the building of the New Jerusalem and the redemption of the old, the return of Enoch's Zion, and Christ's Millennial Reign. Not only do I hope that we are familiar with these coming events; I hope also that we keep the vision of them continually before our minds. This I do because upon knowledge of them, and an assurance of their reality and a witness that each of us may have part therein, rests the efficacy of Christ's admonition, "be not troubled." October 1966 General Conference “Be Not Troubled”

Elder Romney comments that to "be not troubled" it will be necessary for the saints to find their future refuge in the New Jerusalem and the Stakes or Cities that will surround this City of Zion. Indeed the Lord has plainly stated in Holy Scripture:

“Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of this land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.” D&C 29:8 See D&C 42:9

Surely this is what the Lord is referring to when He stated: “And at that hour cometh an entire separation of the righteous and the wicked.” D&C 63:54. 

The following scripture speaks plainly of the gathering out of every nation to a place of refuge:

“And with one heart and one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you. And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…..And it shall be called Zion. And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbor must needs flee unto Zion for safety. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” D&C 45:65-69 

The Lord has decreed that by this gathering to the land of Zion, meaning Jackson County and surrounding areas the saints will escape the future destructions:

“I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man ……Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion…and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.”    D&C 63:32-37. 

Enoch saw in vision how the people of God would be preserved when ‘great tribulations’ would be sent forth upon the earth:

“….And the heavens shall shake, and also the earth; and great tribulations shall be among the children of men but my people will I preserve and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” Moses 7:61-62

After stating “The defence and refuge is where our members live” You quote a scripture from the Book of Mormon to support your concept. This scripture states:

“Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father among all nations in preparing the way whereby his people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance.” 3 Nephi 21:28

Is this really referring to the members being gathered home to their land of inheritance where they live? In the same chapter a few verses earlier the Lord referring to the future preservation of the Gentile converts and the House of Israel states:

“And they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem.” 3 Nephi 21:23-24

There are so many more scriptures and quotes to which I would like to refer concerning this doctrine, but space does not permit. Nevertheless, I can state the simple truth that there can be no Zion without the Law of Consecration administered under the United Order. The Lord has said:

“And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.” D&C 105:5 

The United Order is an essential ingredient of any stake that is part of Zion. Therefore, our present day stakes cannot be stakes of Zion in the fullest sense of the term Zion and therefore D&C 115:6 cannot apply to them. My conviction is that our stakes today are ecclesiastical units that are part of the development of the church according to the numbers of members in any given area. 

The scriptures teach that when the Lord is ready to call His people together the stakes of Zion will be organized as cities patterned after the Central City of Zion. They will be created in the regions round about the New Jerusalem as clearly identified in scripture. (See D&C 115:18; 101:69-71; 133:9). These stakes will act a curtain or strength to the City of Zion. D&C 101:21 A Stake of Zion will be a replica to the central City of Zion. Each stake will have its own Temple, live by the United Order, have a similar population, a storehouse, and in every way be just as much Zion as the centre place. The Lord frequently uses the term “in Zion or her stakes” to indicate the same laws and blessings apply to both. Through these additional Cities or Stakes, Zion will extend outward from the centre of the New Jerusalem to form an unbroken link which will constitute the “one place” referred to in the scriptures above.

Today the church is being built up throughout the earth in fulfillment of prophecy and in preparation for the future gathering to the City of Zion and her stakes. At the outset of this dispensation the Lord in the revelations gave the twofold reason for the establishment of His church in these the last days: - (numbers added)

“Yea, the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for (1) the restoration of His people, as He has spoken by the mouth of His prophets, and (2) for the gathering of His saints to stand upon mount Zion, which shall be the city of the New Jerusalem” D&C 84:2

“Hearken, O ye elders of my church…… (1).ye shall build up my church in every region…(2) until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God” D&C 42: 1, 8-9

“And the churches…(1) when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel they may (2) buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion” D&C 101:74 see also D&C 58:48-49 and D&C 31:7-8

All of the above scriptures and others teach in plainness and simplicity that the church is first to be built up in all areas and then the saints are to gather and establish Zion as a defense and refuge.  President Alvin R. Dyer explained it this way:

“Concerning the gathering of the saints, in preparation for the final gathering, principally to the centre place of Zion, and then to all the cities of Zion….

The consecrated place of Zion and the New Jerusalem will come into its own when the Lord is ready to call his people, Israel together. Until then, the work of the last dispensation of the gospel is to go forth, as it is now, with the gathering of righteous people from every nation and clime, who will receive and be obedient to the restored gospel. This is to be accomplished through the decentralized places of gathering in the stakes of the church throughout the world, to be blessed and prepared for the final gathering.” “Refiner’s Fire” Page 92

The saints today are being spiritually gathered or converted into the stakes of the church worldwide. This is in preparation for the future physical gathering to the New Jerusalem and her stakes, yet to be established. 

The Church is the preparation for Zion

Zion is the preparation for the Second Coming

The Second Coming brings the Millennium 

The Millennium leads to the Celestial Kingdom.

I bear my testimony after many years of study, prayer with the guidance of the Holy Ghost that these things are true and in accord with the revelations of God. Simply stated a scriptural Stake of Zion is a City of God, where the pure in heart dwell, living the Celestial law of Consecration. These stakes will be appointed in the regions round and will act as a means of support to the Central City of Zion. Our present day stakes are part of the ecclesiastical framework of the church. I belief this is in accord with the words of the Saviour in the Doctrine and Covenants. 

I very much appreciate your outstanding contribution to the building up of the Kingdom of God throughout the earth since you became a General Authority. I was deeply touched by your testimony of the Saviour in the Huddersfield Stake over 35 years ago when you visited this area as an Assistant to the Twelve.

Best Wishes

Malcolm Twigg

I received no reply to the above letter
‘The Gathering of Israel’
By Elder Russell M Nelson Ensign Nov 2006 (extracts)
“We are part of a great movement﻿—the gathering of scattered Israel. I speak of this doctrine today because of its unique importance in God’s eternal plan……. This promise of the gathering, woven all through the fabric of the scriptures, will be fulfilled just as surely as were the prophecies of the scattering of Israel.
This doctrine of the gathering is one of the important teachings of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The Lord has declared: “I give unto you a sign … that I shall gather in, from their long dispersion, my people, O house of Israel, and shall establish again among them my Zion.” The coming forth of the Book of Mormon is a sign to the entire world that the Lord has commenced to gather Israel and fulfill covenants He made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. We not only teach this doctrine, but we participate in it. We do so as we help to gather the elect of the Lord on both sides of the veil.
The Book of Mormon is central to this work. It declares the doctrine of the gathering. It causes people to learn about Jesus Christ, to believe His gospel, and to join His Church. In fact, if there were no Book of Mormon, the promised gathering of Israel would not occur. 

Mercifully, the invitation to “come unto Christ” can also be extended to those who died without a knowledge of the gospel. Part of their preparation requires earthly efforts of others. We gather pedigree charts, create family group sheets, and do temple work vicariously to gather individuals unto the Lord and into their families.
“Here on earth, missionary work is crucial to the gathering of Israel. The gospel was to be taken first to the “lost sheep of the house of Israel………. The choice to come unto Christ is not a matter of physical location; it is a matter of individual commitment. People can be “brought to the knowledge of the Lord” without leaving their homelands. 
True, in the early days of the Church, conversion often meant emigration as well. But now the gathering takes place in each nation. The Lord has decreed the establishment of Zion in each realm where He has given His Saints their birth and nationality. Scripture foretells that the people “shall be gathered home to the lands of their inheritance and shall be established in all their lands of promise.” (References 2 Nephi 9:2) “Every nation is the gathering place for its own people.” (references Bruce R. McConkie, in Conference Report, Mexico City Mexico Area Conference 1972) The place of gathering for Brazilian Saints is in Brazil; the place of gathering for Nigerian Saints is in Nigeria; the place of gathering for Korean Saints is in Korea; and so forth. Zion is “the pure in heart.” (references D&C 97: 21)
Zion is wherever righteous Saints are. Publications, communications, and congregations are now such that nearly all members have access to the doctrines, keys, ordinances, and blessings of the gospel, regardless of their location. Spiritual security will always depend upon how one lives, not where one lives. Saints in every land have equal claim upon the blessings of the Lord.”
The Following letter was sent to Elder Russell M. Nelson in reference to the above talk

Elder Russell M. Nelson

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,

47 East South Temple Street,

Salt Lake City,

Utah 84150-1200                          17 March 2007

Dear Elder Nelson

I was disappointed in the way you used certain scriptures in your talk at the October General Conference “The gathering of scattered Israel.” Without doubt you gave an understanding different from the original intent of certain scriptures. 

For example your use of 2 Nephi 9: 2 (your reference No 41) in which you only quote part of the scripture “shall be gathered home to the lands of their inheritance, and shall be established in all their lands of promise” You then imply by your following statements that this scripture refers to the church as a whole by quoting Bruce R. McConkie “Every nation is the gathering place for its own people” You are basically using this scripture to justify a viewpoint that there are many lands of promise where the saints will build Zion. Is that really the original meaning of this scripture in the Book of Nephi? Please remember that it is less than honest to take a scripture and use it out of context from its original meaning.

The full verse of scripture shows clearly that 2 Nephi 9:2 is referring to the Jews. The verse starts “That he has spoken unto the Jews, by the mouth of Holy Prophets even from the beginning down, from generation to generation until the time comes that they (Meaning the Jews) shall be etc. This scripture has clear reference to the Jews.

Elder McConkie also used the latter part of the scripture 2 Nephi 6:11 in a similar way to that of 2 Nephi 9:2 because it states, “they shall be gathered together again to the lands of their inheritance”. Again, however this has clear reference to the Jews when we look at all of the verses connected with this phrase.

“And now I Jacob would speak somewhat concerning these words. For behold, the Lord has shown me that those who were at Jerusalem, from whence we came, have been slain and carried away captive. Nevertheless, the Lord has shown unto me that they return again. And He also has shown unto me that the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, should manifest himself unto them in the flesh; and after he should manifest himself they should scourge him and crucify him, according to the words of the angel who spake it unto me. And after they have hardened their hearts and stiffened their necks against the Holy One of Israel, behold, the judgements of the Holy One Israel shall come upon them. And the day cometh that they shall be smitten and afflicted. Wherefore, after they are driven to and fro, for thus saith the angel, many shall be afflicted in the flesh, and shall not be suffered to perish, because of the prayers of the faithful; they (the Jews) shall be scattered, and smitten, and hated; nevertheless, the Lord will be merciful unto them, that when they shall come to the knowledge of their Redeemer, they shall be gathered together again to the lands of their inheritance. 2 Nephi 6:8-11.

Again, these scriptures have clear reference to the Jews.
Other scriptures that give additional light on this subject are again referring to the Jews. The following scripture makes clear the understanding of what it means to be restored unto the lands of their inheritance:

“And they who shall not be destroyed shall be scattered among all nations. But behold saith the Lord God: When the day cometh that they shall believe in me, that I am the Christ, then have I covenanted with their fathers that they shall be restored in the flesh, upon the earth, unto the lands of their inheritance. And it shall come to pass that they shall be gathered in from their long dispersion, from the Isles of the sea, and from the four parts of the earth; and the nations of the Gentiles shall be great in the eyes of me, saith God, in carrying them forth to the lands of their inheritance.” 2 Nephi 10:6-7.

Not remaining in their lands but carrying them forth to the lands of their inheritance. 

This scripture is so plain that it requires no further explanation.

2 Nephi 10:3-9 is all about the Jews

2 Nephi 10:10-19 then teaches that the descendents of Lehi and the converted gentiles will inherit the land of America.   (See also 3 Nephi 21:14, 22-23)

Nephi also quotes Isaiah on the same subject: 

“For the Lord will have mercy on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set them in their own land…And the people shall take them and bring them to their own place; yea, from far unto the ends of the earth; and they shall return to their lands of promise.” 2 Nephi 24:1-2 extracts.

In this scripture it is very plain what it means to return to their lands of promise “set them in their own land”. The land from where they came originally- Jerusalem.

All these scriptures including 2 Nephi 9:2 and 2 Nephi 6:11 are referring to the covenant the Lord has made with the people of His birth –the Jews. Jesus said: -

“And I will remember the covenant which I made with my people; and I have covenanted with them that I would gather them together in mine own due time, that I would give unto them again the land of their fathers for their inheritance, which is the land of Jerusalem, which is the promised land unto them forever, saith the Father 3 Nephi 20:29.  

“Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father among all nations in preparing the way whereby his people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance. (note- singular) And they shall go out from all nations. 3 Nephi 21:28-29

I also refer you to the Conference talk in April 1981 by President Marion G. Romney who was then Second Counselor in the First Presidency, Titled “The Restoration of Israel to the Lands of their Inheritance.”  President Romney quotes these same scripture 2 Nephi 9:2 used by Elder McConkie in an entirely different context and in their true meaning referring to the Jews.

The scriptures of the Book of Mormon explain in simplicity that there are two lands of promise to which the House of Israel will gather: - One land for the house of Joseph and the converted Gentiles, (See Ether 13:6-8, 2 Nephi 10:10-19, 3 Nephi 16:16, 3 Nephi 20:13-14, 21-22, 3 Nephi 21:14, 22-24) and the other for the Jews as in the scriptures already cited.

The following scriptures in the Doctrine and covenants explain the true use of the phrase ‘Lands of their inheritances.’ Please refer to D&C 103:11-14; D&C 109:47 and v 64

The words land or lands are used interchangeably in the book of Mormon but refer to the same gathering. Note the following scriptures:  Mormon 5:14; 2 Nephi 25:11; 3 Nephi 21:28; 3 Nephi 20:33

In your talk you also quote from 3 Nephi 21:1 and state “that the Lord has commenced to gather Israel”. However, verses 22-24 of the same chapter teach that first “I will establish my church among them” (v22) “And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem” (v24)

If they are “scattered upon all the face of the land” how can they be already gathered now?

This correlates with other scriptures on the same subject that state The Church is first to be built up in all areas and second the Church will then be gathered to the lands of Zion: (numbers added)
The elders are to “ (1) ….call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me (2) and with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.D&C 45:64-66, 69

“Hearken, O ye elders of my church…… (1).ye shall build up my church in every region- (2) until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may gathered in one, that ye may be my people and I will be your God” D&C 42:1, 8-9 

The two-fold reason for the establishment of the church is explained in the revelation on the priesthood. The House of Israel, the Lord’s people are first to be restored to the true fold of God and then they are to be gathered to Zion as one people.

“Yea, the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for (1) the restoration of His people, as He has spoken by the mouth of His prophets, and (2) for the gathering of His saints to stand upon mount Zion, which shall be the city of the New Jerusalem” D&C 84:2

“ (1) And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel (2) they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion”  D&C 101:74 see also D&C 31:7-8 D&C 58:48-49

The House of Israel wherever they have been scattered are to come unto the Saviour, and then be gathered out from among the nations to their appointed land of inheritance: 

“Yea, the work shall commence among all the dispersed of my people, with the Father to prepare the way whereby they may come unto me, that they may call on the Father in my name. Yea, and then shall the work commence among all nations in preparing the way whereby His people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance. And they shall go out from all nations; and they shall not go out in haste, nor go by flight, for I will go before them, saith the Father, and I will be their rearward. 3 Nephi 21:27-29

It states in this scripture that when the time for the gathering comes “they shall go out from all nations”. Converted Israel remains scattered in their lands of conversion (3 Nephi 21:12) until the future Gathering to Zion. This correlates perfectly again with the teachings in the Doctrine and Covenants. 

“And it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God….. And there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another…..And it shall come to pass that the righteous shall be gathered out from among the nations, and shall come to Zion, singing with songs of everlasting joy”. D&C 45: 66, 69, 71

Enoch prophesied: “And righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City……” Moses 7:62 extracts

The Prophet Joseph Smith after quoting Moses 7:61-62 declared:

“And now I ask how righteousness and truth are going to sweep the earth as with a flood? I will answer. Men and angels are to be co-workers in bringing to pass this great work, and Zion is to be prepared, even a New Jerusalem, for the elect that are to be gathered from the four quarters of the earth, and to be established an holy city, for the tabernacle of the Lord shall be with them.” Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith page 84

He further stated:

“In speaking of the gathering, we mean to be understood as speaking of it according to scripture, the gathering of the elect of the Lord out of every nation on earth, and bringing them to the place of the Lord of Hosts, when the city of righteousness shall be built, and where the people shall be of one heart and one mind, when the Saviour comes; yea, where the people shall walk with God like Enoch, and be free from sin. The word of the Lord is precious; and when we read that the veil spread over all nations will be destroyed, and the pure in heart see God, and reign with Him a thousand years on earth, we want all honest men to have a chance to gather and build up a city of righteousness….  

Ibid. Page 93.

You also state in your talk that “Zion is the pure in heart” (D&C 97:21 and that “Zion is wherever righteous Saints are" but the scriptures teach that it is also much more. The Key to understand the concept of Zion is to know that it is a composite term

The complete Zion as spoken of in the Doctrine and Covenants is a composite term made up of vital component parts each of which is essential to obtain the full meaning thereof. The essential parts are: -

Zion is a distinct place. “And the nations of the Earth shall honour her, and shall say: Surely Zion is the City of our God, and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there, and the hand of the Lord is there; and he hath sworn by the power of his might to be her salvation and her high tower.”  D&C 97:19-20

Zion is the Pure in Heart. “Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion – The Pure in Heart; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn.” – D&C 97:21 

Zion requires the Celestial Law. “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.” – D&C 105:5 teaches that this must include the law of consecration. See also v 4, 29, 32, 34 and D&C 52:15, 58:19, 82:15, 97:25, 119:1, 3, 5, and 6, D&C 78:4-8.)

Hugh Nibley a great advocate of Zion stated: Zion is any community in which the Celestial Order prevails. Zion is the pure in heart,  But Zion is also a real city or any number of real cities.(See BYU lecture series 1971/2 ‘Our glory or our condemnation’) 

Zion is a composite term comprised of several vital integral parts, each of which is essential to obtain the full blessings thereof. Sometimes in reference to Zion the scriptures use one of the integral parts as if it were referring to the whole such as in D&C 97:21-the Pure in Heart. However, to emphasize in writings or statements one part of Zion, whilst neglecting the other aspects, is clearly taking the meaning of the word Zion out of context and is misleading. This could cause an imbalance in our understanding of the full meaning of the concept, which in turn can then lead to erroneous doctrine. We need to be aware of all the essential component parts that are required to build the complete Zion as taught clearly in the Doctrine and Covenants.

Joseph Fielding Smith said: 

“It is wrong to take one passage of scripture and isolate it from all other teachings dealing with the same subject. We should bring together all that has been said by authority on the question. If we were to make a photograph, it would be necessary for all your rays of light to be properly focused on the subject. If this were not done then a blurred picture would be the result. This is the case when we try to obtain a mental picture when we have only a portion of the facts dealing with the subject we are considering.” D.O.S 2:95-96.

So, in essence it is clear that we cannot have Zion in its complete sense without the United Order –the law of Zion. Based on this truth we therefore do not have Zion established anywhere on the earth at this time. 

I would sincerely like to meet with you and further discuss these and other scriptures concerning the gathering of Israel and the concept of Zion. They are subjects of the Gospel that I have studied over many years and I have a strong testimony of their importance.

Sincerely

Malcolm E Twigg
I received no reply to the above letter to Elder Nelson
‘The Spirit and Purposes of Gathering’
Elder David A. Bednar Brigham Young University–Idaho Devotional October 31, 2006
The Principle of Gathering

The gathering of scattered Israel is one of the fundamental principles of the restored gospel of Jesus Christ. The Lord gathers his people when they accept him and keep His commandments

The Tenth Article of Faith states: “We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and in the restoration of the Ten Tribes; that Zion (the New Jerusalem) will be built upon the American continent; that Christ will reign personally upon the earth; and, that the earth will be renewed and receive its paradisiacal glory” (Articles of Faith 1:10)

Thus, on a grand and global scale, the house of Israel is being gathered together in these latter days before the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. This supernal spiritual process variously is described in the scriptures as gathering out the wheat from the tares (see D&C 86:7), separating the righteous from the wicked (see Alma 5:57), dividing the sheep from the goats (see Matthew 25:32-33), and assembling the outcasts of Israel and gathering together the dispersed of Judah (see Isaiah 11:12). The spirit of gathering is an integral part of the restoration of all things in this the dispensation of the fullness of times. And as Elder Russell M. Nelson taught us in our recent general conference, the elect of the Lord are being gathered on both sides of the veil (see “The Gathering of Scattered Israel,” Ensign, November 2006, 79).

Using the scriptures, we will now briefly review several basic purposes of gathering, places of gathering, and blessings of gathering. The order in which these items are presented is not intended to reflect relative importance or priority.

Purposes of Gathering

First, what are the fundamental purposes of gathering? The Lord gathers His people to worship, to build up the Church, for a defense, and to receive counsel and instruction.

Purpose #1. To worship quotes Mosiah 18:25


Purpose #2. To build up the Church: “Again, verily I say unto you, I will show unto you wisdom in me concerning all the churches, inasmuch as they are willing to be guided in a right and proper way for their salvation—“That the work of the gathering together of my saints may continue, that I may build them up unto my name upon holy places; for the time of the harvest is come, and my word must needs be fulfilled” (D&C 101:63-64).

Purpose #3. For a defense quotes D&C 115:6 “And that the gathering together upon the land of Zion, and upon her stakes, may be for a defense, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth” (D&C 115: 6).

Purpose #4. To receive counsel and instruction. Quotes Mosiah 18;7


Places of Gathering

What are the primary places of gathering? The Lord’s people are gathered into His restored Church, into holy temples, into stakes of Zion, and into families.

Place #1. Into the Lord’s restored Church: “That the work of the gathering together of my saints may continue, that I may build them up unto my name upon holy places; for the time of harvest is come, and my word must needs be fulfilled. Therefore, I must gather together my people, according to the parable of the wheat and the tares, that the wheat may be secured in the garners to possess eternal life, and be crowned with celestial glory, when I shall come in the kingdom of my Father to reward every man according as his work shall be” (D&C 101:64-65).

Place #2. Into holy temples: “Behold, the field was ripe, and blessed are ye, for ye did thrust in the sickle, and did reap with your might, yea, all the day long did ye labor; and behold the number of your sheaves! And they shall be gathered into the garners, that they are not wasted.

Please note that President Howard W. Hunter taught that the garners are the holy temples (see Church News, 17 September 1994). This interpretation by President Hunter adds additional clarity about the importance of sacred temple covenants and ordinances, that the sheaves are not wasted.


Place #3. Into stakes of Zion: “We ask thee to appoint unto Zion other stakes besides this one which thou hast appointed, that the gathering of thy people may roll on in great power and majesty, that thy work may be cut short in righteousness” (D&C 109:59).

Place #4. Into families: And most significantly, by the power of the Melchizedek priesthood and through the ordinances of the Holy Temple, we are gathered into families that can endure beyond the grave. Quotes Mosiah 2:5


Blessings of Gathering

Finally, what are the blessings of gathering? The gathering of the Lord’s people brings blessings of edification, preservation, and strength.

Blessing #1. Edification: “For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Quotes Ephesians 4:12-13 

Blessing #2. Preservation: “And the day shall come that the earth shall rest, but before that day the heavens shall be darkened, and a veil of darkness shall cover the earth; and the heavens shall shake, and also the earth; and great tribulations shall be among the children of men, but my people will I preserve” (Moses 7:61).

Blessing #3. Strength: “For Zion must increase in beauty, and in holiness; her borders must be enlarged; her stakes must be strengthened; yea, verily I say unto you, Zion must arise and put on her beautiful garments” (D&C 82:14).

These blessings associated with the spirit and purposes of gathering will be increasingly evident throughout your life.

At BYU–Idaho you gather to worship the Father in the name of the Son, to build up the Church and the university, to find defense and protection, and to receive counsel and instruction. You gather together to learn and to prepare for your mortal and eternal opportunities and responsibilities. You gather together to strengthen each other. You gather together to develop appropriate relationships and to create eternal families. You gather together to increase in understanding about the purpose and measure of your creation.

You are richly blessed to be students gathered together on the campus of BYU–Idaho. In September of 1997, President James E. Faust, second counselor in the First Presidency, came to this campus to dedicate the John Taylor Building. Elder Henry B. Eyring of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles and the Commissioner of Church Education was President Faust’s companion for that assignment…...

As we drove to our home, I asked Elder Eyring if he was interested in quickly walking through the completed Taylor Building. He answered that he was interested, and we spent approximately 15 minutes inspecting the classrooms and other facilities.

Our last stop was the Taylor Chapel where Elder Eyring stood near the pulpit on the stand and gazed into the audience area for quite a long time. After a few minutes, I asked him: “Elder Eyring, what are you thinking about?” He answered with this profound and penetrating observation: “I am thinking about how much we do for so few and how little we do for so many.” He then continued, “The tithing of the people I just visited in South America and from good people all over the world paid for this facility. And most of the people who have made this beautiful facility possible will never see or step foot in a building like this. That is what I am thinking about.” 

Sister Bednar and I returned last week from an assignment in Slovakia and Hungary. The people with whom we met in those countries will likely never see or step foot in the remodelled Manwaring Center or the new auditorium. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has invested millions of tithing dollars to upgrade the BYU–Idaho campus. These expenditures have been made to provide associations and places wherein you can learn about, gain experience with, and be blessed by the spirit of gathering. Please do not take these sacred resources, your choice associations, and this beautiful campus for granted.

The Following letter was sent to Elder David A. Bednar 
Elder David A. Bednar,                                       

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,

47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City,                                                        

Utah 84150-1200, U.S.A                          

                                                       9 July 2007

Dear Elder Bednar,

At the Brigham Young University-Idaho devotional on the 31 Oct 2006 you spoke on the subject of “The spirit and purposes of the gathering”. I have studied, pondered and prayed about this subject and the related topic of Zion over many years. Unfortunately, as I read your message, I felt that it did not reflect the full truth on this vitally important principle of the Gospel. 

For example you state that one of the purposes of the gathering is that “The Lord gathers His people …to build up the Church” and to support this concept you then quote D&C 101:63-64 which actually relates to the future Redemption of Zion. You also state concerning the places of gathering “The Lord’s people are gathered into His restored Church…” and further quote D&C 101:64-65 which again refers to the Redemption of Zion. In other words, you are saying that the building up of the church throughout the earth today is the actual Gathering to Zion spoken of in the scriptures.

May I share with you the following scriptures that clearly state the opposite to this concept? They clearly teach that the Church is first to be built up in all nations and then the saints are to be strengthened and prepared for the future Gathering to Zion:

“Hearken, O ye elders of my church…… (1).ye shall build up my church in every region (2) until the time shall come when it shall be revealed unto you from on High, when the City of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared, that ye may Gathered in One, that ye may be My people and I will be your God” D&C 42:1, 8-9 (numbers added)

The elders are to “(1)….call upon the inhabitants to repent, and inasmuch as they do repent, build up churches unto me (2) and with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God. And there shall be Gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another. D&C 45:64-66, 69 (numbers in bold added for emphasis)

“(1) And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel (2) they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion” D&C 101:74 

“And let them (1) build up churches, inasmuch as the inhabitants of the earth will repent. And let their (2) be an agent appointed by the voice of the church…to receive moneys to purchase lands in Zion” D&C 58:48-49
These scriptures correspond with the remarks of the Savior to the Nephites: 

“But if they will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, (1) I will establish my church among them….and they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the House of Israel as shall come, (2)  that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem. 3 Nephi 21:22-24
All of the above scriptures teach in plainness that the church is first to be established, strengthened and built up in all areas. Then when the appointed time arrives the saints are to purchase the appointed lands and then gather to establish Zion in preparation for the Second Coming. The first stage of this great plan has found great fulfilment in the establishment and building up of the church through branches and wards, districts and stakes supported by Temples in many nations of the Earth. The second stage of the Gathering to Zion will not take place until the time of the Final Harvest.

In fact, the two-fold reason for the establishment of the church in the last days is explained in the revelation on the Priesthood in Doctrine and Covenants Section Eighty Four. The House of Israel, the Lord’s people are first to be restored to the true fold of God and then they are to be gathered to Zion as one people.

“Yea, the word of the Lord concerning His church, established in the last days for (1) the Restoration of His people, as He has spoken by the mouth of His prophets, and (2) for the Gathering of His saints to stand upon mount Zion, which shall be the City of the New Jerusalem” D&C 84:2
In your talk you also refer to the present day gathering into churches in all nations  as the fulfilment of the parable of the Wheat and Tares and that the final harvest is now taking place: You state  “This supernal spiritual process variously is described in the scriptures as gathering out the wheat from the tares” You refer to D&C 86:7 which states:- “Therefore, let the wheat and the tares grow together until the harvest is fully ripe; then ye shall first gather out the wheat from among the tares, and after the gathering of the wheat, behold and lo, the tares are bound in bundles and the field remaineth to be burned.” 

This parable however will not be fulfilled until the Redemption of Zion when there will be a complete separation of the righteous and the wicked. The wheat (meaning the righteous members of the Lord’s Church) and the tares will continue to be together as they are today until the harvest is fully ripe. The Lord explained in D&C 105 that He required two key elements before the harvest is fully ripe and Zion is redeemed: “….but first let my army become very great, and let it be sanctified before me” D&C 105:31. In other words through growth and spiritual maturity the wheat would become fully ripe and ready to establish Zion to become a separate society.

When this growth and maturity is reached there will of necessity be a complete separation of the righteous (wheat) and the wicked (tares) as taught in the parable of the Ten Virgins: - “Until that hour there will be foolish virgins among the wise; and at that hour cometh an entire separation of the righteous and the wicked.” D&C 63:54  

Where will the wheat be gathered to and how will this happen. The answer is again clearly given in D&C 101 which you partly quoted: “That the work of the gathering together of my saints may continue, that I may be build them up unto my name upon the holy places; for the time of harvest is come, and my word must needs be fulfilled. Therefore, I must gather together my people, according to the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares that the wheat may be secured in the garners to possess eternal life and be crowned with Celestial Glory…. while the tares shall be bound in bundles and their bands made strong, that they may be burned with unquenchable fire. 

Therefore, a commandment I give unto all the churches that they shall continue to gather together unto the places which I have appointed. Nevertheless, as I have said unto you in a former commandment let all things be prepared before you. And in order that all things be prepared before you, observe the commandment which I have given concerning these things-Which saith or teacheth, to purchase all the lands with money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my saints. All the land which can be purchased in Jackson County and the counties round about and leave the residue in mine hand. 

Now verily I say unto you, let all the churches gather together all their moneys; let these things be done in their time, but not in haste; and observe to have all things prepared before you And let honourable men be appointed, even wise men and send them to purchase the lands. And the churches…when they are built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel, they may buy lands and gather together upon them; and in this way they may establish Zion” D&C 101:64-74

These scriptures are clear and unmistakable. The land of Zion at ‘Jackson County and the counties round about’ is the place where the wheat will be gathered and secured. When the churches are ‘built up’ they are to buy the designated lands at the appointed time and then gather upon them to live the Law of Consecration and establish Zion.

To only quote D&C 101:63-64 and apply these scriptures to the present building up of the church as the Gathering to Zion is to take them out of context and give the wrong meaning to a fundamental doctrine of the Gospel. The Doctrine and Covenants section 101 explains that when the nations reach the fulness of iniquity it will then be necessary for the saints to gather to escape the wrath of God:

“Mine indignation is soon to be poured out without measure upon all nations; and this will I do when the cup of their iniquity is full… And in that day all mine Israel shall be saved and they that have been scattered shall be gathered.” D&C 101:11-13
The gathering as one people (not scattered in all nations) will be the means by which the Lord offers safety and protection to His people as the following scriptures testify:

“And ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts. Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.” D&C 29:7-8
The saints will not be prepared unless they are gathered to this ‘One Place’. 

This ‘One Place’ is identified in scripture as the Land of Zion: 

“I, the Lord, am angry with the wicked; I am holding my Spirit from the inhabitants of the earth. I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man; And the saints shall hardly escape; nevertheless I the Lord am with them…Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the Land of Zion…and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.” D&C 63:32-37 See D&C 42:8-9

In your talk as part of the blessings of the gathering today you quote Moses 7:61 which states that the saints will be preserved from the great tribulations of the Last Days. You did not quote the next verse which explains precisely how this will happen:

“And righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of My coming; for there shall be My Tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” Moses 7:62 

The Prophet Joseph Smith after quoting the above scripture declared:

“And now I ask how righteousness and truth are going to sweep the earth as with a flood? I will answer. Men and angels are to be co-workers in bringing to pass this great work, and Zion is to be prepared, even a New Jerusalem, for the elect that are to be gathered from the four quarters of the earth, and to be established an holy city, for the tabernacle of the Lord shall be with them.” Teachings of the P.J.S page 84

He further stated concerning the Gathering:

“In speaking of the Gathering, we mean to be understood as speaking of it according to scripture, the Gathering of the Elect of the Lord out of every nation on earth, and bringing them to the place of the Lord of Hosts, when the city of righteousness shall be built, and where the people shall be of one heart and one mind, when the Saviour comes. Ibid. Page 93

I leave with you my testimony that the present day building up of the church throughout the earth is not the Gathering to Zion spoken of in the Doctrine and Covenants. This gathering will not take place until the time of the final harvest when of necessity there will be a complete separation of the righteous and the wicked. The righteous will be gathered out to Zion meaning ‘Jackson County and the counties round about’ as spoken of clearly in Doctrine and Covenants section 101. 
It is my testimony that a Zion society cannot be established without the Celestial Law of Consecration. (D&C 105:5) We therefore do not have Zion anywhere upon the earth at this time in the full meaning of the word.  The saints therefore are not yet prepared for the Second Coming and the destructions that will precede it.

Best wishes 

Malcolm E. Twigg

I received the following kind reply from Elder Bednar
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

                                               The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

                           47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150-1200

                                                               July 25, 2007

 Address
Dear Brother Twigg:

         I have received your letter of July 9 regarding your ideas and research regarding the theme of “Gathering.” Thank you taking the time to write.

         I send to you my warm regards and best wishes

                                            Sincerely,

                                          David A. Bednar

‘Come to Zion’
By Elder D. Todd Christofferson October 2008 General Conference (extracts)
“The Prophet Joseph Smith said: "The building up of Zion is a cause that has interested the people of God in every age; it is a theme upon which prophets, priests and kings have dwelt with peculiar delight; they have looked forward with joyful anticipation to the day in which we live; and fired with heavenly and joyful anticipations they have sung and written and prophesied of this our day; but they died without the sight; we are the favored people that God has made choice of to bring about the Latter-day glory" (Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith 2007 186).

Zion is both a place and a people. Zion was the name given to the ancient city of Enoch in the days before the Flood. "And it came to pass in his days, that he built a city that was called the City of Holiness, even Zion" (Moses 7:19). This Zion endured for some 365 years (see Moses 7:68). The scriptural record states, "And Enoch and all his people walked with God, and he dwelt in the midst of Zion; and it came to pass that Zion was not, for God received it up into his own bosom; and from thence went forth the saying, Zion is fled" (Moses 7:69). Later, Jerusalem and its temple were called Mount Zion, and the scriptures prophesy of a future New Jerusalem where Christ shall reign as "King of Zion," when "for the space of a thousand years the earth shall rest" (Moses 7:53, 64).

The Lord called Enoch's people Zion "because they were of one heart and one mind and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them" (Moses 7:18). Elsewhere He said, "For this is Zion—the pure in heart" (D&C 97:21).
The antithesis and antagonist of Zion is Babylon. The city of Babylon was originally Babel, of Tower of Babel fame, and later became the capital of the Babylonian empire. Its principal edifice was the temple of Bel, or Baal, the idol referred to by Old Testament prophets as "The Shame," given the sexual perversions that were associated with its worship. Its worldliness, its worship of evil, and the captivity of Judah there following the conquest of 587 B.C. all combine to make Babylon the symbol of decadent societies and spiritual bondage.

It is with this backdrop that the Lord said to the members of His Church, "Go ye out of Babylon; gather ye out from among the nations, from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other" (D&C 133:7). He called for the elders of His Church to be sent forth across the world to accomplish this gathering, commencing an effort that continues in full vigor today. "And behold, and lo, this shall be their cry, and the voice of the Lord unto all people: Go ye forth unto the land of Zion, that the borders of my people may be enlarged, and that her stakes may be strengthened, and that Zion may go forth unto the regions round about" (D&C 133:9).
And so today the Lord's people are gathering "out from among the nations" as they gather into the congregations and stakes of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints that are scattered throughout the nations.  Nephi foresaw that these "dominions" would be small but that the Lord's power would descend "upon the saints of the church of the Lamb. . . who were scattered upon all the face of the earth; and they [would be] armed with righteousness” (see 1 Nephi 14:12–14) The Lord calls upon us to be beacons of righteousness to guide those who seek the safety and blessings of Zion:

"Verily I say unto you all: Arise and shine forth, that thy light may be a standard for the nations; And that the gathering together upon the land of Zion, and upon her stakes, may be for a defense, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth" (D&C 115:5–6).
Under the direction of the Prophet Joseph Smith, early members of the Church attempted to establish the center place of Zion in Missouri, but they did not qualify to build the holy city. The Lord explained one of the reasons for their failure:

"They have not learned to be obedient to the things which I required at their hands, but are full of all manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance, as becometh saints, to the poor and afflicted among them; And are not united according to the union required by the law of the celestial kingdom" (D&C 105:3–4).
"There were jarrings, and contentions, and envyings, and strife’s, and lustful and covetous desires among them; therefore, by these things they polluted their inheritances" (D&C 101:6).

Rather than judge these early Saints too harshly, however, we should look to ourselves to see if we are doing any better. Zion is Zion because of the character, attributes, and faithfulness of her citizens. Remember, "the Lord called his people Zion, because they were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them" (Moses 7:18). If we would establish Zion in our homes, branches, wards, and stakes, we must rise to this standard. It will be necessary (1) to become unified in one heart and one mind; (2) to become, individually and collectively, a holy people; and (3) to care for the poor and needy with such effectiveness that we eliminate poverty among us. We cannot wait until Zion comes for these things to happen—Zion will come only as they happen.

As we consider the unity required for Zion to flourish, we should ask ourselves if we have overcome jarrings, contentions, envyings, and strife’s (see D&C 101:6). Are we individually and as a people free from strife and contention and united "according to the union required by the law of the celestial kingdom"? (D&C 105:4) ……….

Much of the work to be done in establishing Zion consists in our individual efforts to become "the pure in heart" (D&C 97:21). "Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the celestial kingdom,” said the Lord, “otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself" (D&C 105:5). The law of the celestial kingdom is, of course, the gospel law and covenants, which include our constant remembrance of the Savior and our pledge of obedience, sacrifice, consecration, and fidelity. (Note: There is no mention of the Law of Consecration}
Throughout history, the Lord has measured societies and individuals by how well they cared for the poor. He has said: "For the earth is full, and there is enough and to spare; yea, I prepared all things, and have given unto the children of men to be agents unto themselves. Therefore, if any man shall take of the abundance which I have made, and impart not his portion, according to the law of my gospel, unto the poor and the needy, he shall, with the wicked, lift up his eyes in hell, being in torment" (D&C 104:17–18; see also D&C 56:16–17).

Furthermore, He declares, "In your temporal things you shall be equal, and this not grudgingly, otherwise the abundance of the manifestations of the Spirit shall be withheld" (D&C 70:14; see also D&C 49:20; 78:5–7).

We control the disposition of our means and resources, but we account to God for this stewardship over earthly things. It is gratifying to witness your generosity as you contribute to fast offerings and humanitarian projects. Over the years, the suffering of millions has been alleviated, and countless others have been enabled to help themselves through the generosity of the Saints. Nevertheless, as we pursue the cause of Zion, each of us should prayerfully consider whether we are doing what we should and all that we should in the Lord's eyes with respect to the poor and the needy.

We might ask ourselves, living as many of us do in societies that worship possessions and pleasures, whether we are remaining aloof from covetousness and the lust to acquire more and more of this world's goods. Materialism is just one more manifestation of the idolatry and pride that characterize Babylon. Perhaps we can learn to be content with what is sufficient for our needs.
The Prophet Joseph Smith said, "We ought to have the building up of Zion as our greatest object" (Teachings: Joseph Smith, 186). In our families and in our stakes and districts, let us seek to build up Zion through unity, godliness, and charity, preparing for that great day when Zion, the New Jerusalem, will arise. In the words of our hymn: ("Israel, Israel, God Is Calling," Hymns, no. 7)” END

The Following letter was sent to Elder D Todd Christofferson with reference to the above talk
Elder D. Todd Christofferson

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,

47 East South Temple Street,

Salt Lake City,

Utah 84150-1200                                       22nd Nov 2008

Dear Elder Christofferson

With reference to your recent general conference talk ‘Come to Zion’. As I listened and then studied this talk, I became concerned that you quoted several scriptures which have direct reference to the Law of Consecration as administered under the United Order, without actually referring to this Celestial Law.

You stated that ‘Zion is both a place and a people’, without mentioning that it is also living the Law of Consecration as spoken of in several revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants. (Sections 42, 51, 78, 82, 102, 104) In fact Zion in its fullest meaning cannot be achieved without observance of the Law of Consecration.

You quoted D&C 105:5: “And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the Law of the Celestial Kingdom otherwise, I cannot receive her unto myself.” 
The scripture footnotes along with the previous verse (4) clearly indicate that this scripture has sole reference to the Celestial Law of Equality which is accomplished through the Law of Consecration. This revelation (D&C 105) is directly about the Redemption of Zion and in verse Twenty Nine the Lord connects the purchase of the sacred land of Zion with living this Celestial Law: “For it is my will that these lands should be purchased; and after they are purchased that my saints should possess them according to the Laws of Consecration which I have given” (D&C 105:29)

The Celestial Law of Equality or the United Order as it is known is the Law lived by Our Father in Heaven. (See D&C 76:95, 84:38; 88:107) For the Saints to achieve the unity spoken of in your talk they will need to live this Law of God as the scriptures plainly teach: “And let every man deal honestly, and be alike among this people, and receive alike, that ye may be one, even as I have commanded you.” (D&C 51:9). The Lord has also said: “If ye are not one ye are not mine”; (D&C 38:27) Verse 26 is about equality in material goods. 

The Lord has decreed how unity through equality will be achieved as revealed in Section 104 which is about the United Order: “And it is my purpose to provide for my saints, for all things are mine. But it must needs be done in mine own way; and behold this is the way that I, the Lord, have decreed to provide for my saints, that the poor shall be exalted, in that the rich are made low.” The Lord’s way is the United Order.

You also refer in your talk to Enoch’s Zion and quote several scriptures including Moses 7:18

which states: “And the Lord called his people Zion, because they were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them.” Note the words “No Poor among them”. By living the Celestial Law of Equality the people of Enoch had eliminated poverty altogether. 

Again in 4th Nephi it states: “And they had all things common among them; therefore there were not rich and poor, bond and free, but they were all made free, and partakers of the Heavenly gift” (4 Nephi 3) The Nephites lived the law of equality and removed poverty completely. As pride through prosperity developed the United Order eventually broke down and as a result:  “From that time forth they did have their goods and their substance no more common among them, and they began to be divided into classes.” (4 Nephi 25) This in reality is the present situation of the church with millionaires, even billionaires, along with those on the very breadline, being members of the church. The Church is even involved in building an up market shopping mall at which the very poor will not be able to afford to shop. 

You also ask the question “whether we are doing what we should and all that we should in the Lord’s eyes with respect to the poor and needy.” It is my opinion that the Lord’s eyes are firmly fixed upon Celestial Law which is equality and the complete removal of poverty. I do not see the established wealthy members of the church moving or even talking in this direction. The rationalisation is that as long as they give a small proportion of their wealth to the poor they are living the Lord’s Law.

The Lord specifies that alternatives such as the fast offering and welfare programmes are only there to help to relief the suffering of the poor until the Celestial Law is introduced: “Behold I say unto you, that ye must visit the poor and the needy and administer to their relief, that they may be kept until all things may be done according to my Law which ye have received.” 
It has always been the purpose of the Lord to eliminate poverty altogether and this can only be accomplished by His Celestial Law. This fact was clearly understood and taught by President Marion G. Romney who stated:

“Almost from the beginning of my services in Church welfare I have had the conviction that what we are doing in this welfare work is preliminary to the reestablishment of the Law of Consecration and Stewardship as required under the United Order. If we could always remember the goal toward which we are working, we would never lose our bearings in this great work.” April 1977 General Conference May 1977 Ensign. 

Without the Law of Equality the saints miss out on the greater gifts of the Spirit: D&C 70:14: “Nevertheless, in your temporal things you shall be equal and this not grudgingly, otherwise the abundance of the manifestations of the Spirit shall be withheld.” 

I testify that that these things are true. I believe it is dishonourable to quote scriptures and then apply them to less than the full meaning the Lord intended.

Yours sincerely

Malcolm E Twigg
I received the following reply from Elder Christofferson                             

                                       The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

                                                The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

                           47 East South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150-1200

                                                        13 January 2009

Address

Dear Brother Twigg

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of November 22 2008

I agree with your scriptural exposition and statements regarding the law of consecration and the interim nature of current fast offerings and welfare programs. I too see the law of consecration as central to the establishment of Zion, but in this instance, I decided to limit myself to a focus on preparatory steps that, for the present, could move us closer to establishing Zion. I hope to speak on the law of consecration at some point in future when the Spirit is willing and the subject can be treated fully.

Please accept my best wishes and prayers for your well-being. I trust you and your loved ones will enjoy a rewarding new year.

                                               Sincerely

                                       D. Todd Christofferson

‘Israel, Israel, God Is Calling’
Elder Jeffrey R. Holland Sept 2012 devotional (Brief extracts only)
Quotes from: “Israel, Israel, God is Calling,” Hymns, no. 7.

In effect, this has been Israel’s history down through the ages. When things got too sinful, or there was too much secularization in society, or life with the Gentiles was destroying the moral code and commandments God had given, the children of the covenant would be sent fleeing into the wilderness to re-establish Zion and start all over again.
Zion. The promised land. The New Jerusalem. Where is it? Well, we are not sure, but we will find it. For more than 4,000 years of covenantal history, this has been the pattern: Flee and seek. Run and settle. Escape Babylon. Build Zion’s protective walls. Until now. Until tonight. Until this our day.
Our Call Is to Build Zion Where We Are

And one thing that has changed is that the Church of God will never again flee. It will never again leave Ur in order to leave Haran, in order to leave Canaan, in order to leave Jerusalem, in order to leave England, in order to leave Kirtland, in order to leave Nauvoo, in order to go who knows where. No, as Brigham Young said for us all, “We have been kicked out of the frying-pan into the fire, out of the fire into the middle of the floor, and here we are and here we will stay.”
Of course, that statement wasn’t a comment about the Salt Lake Valley only or even the Wasatch Front generally; it became a statement for the members of the Church all over the world. In these last days, in this our dispensation, we would become mature enough to stop running. We would become mature enough to plant our feet and our families and our foundations in every nation, kindred, tongue, and people permanently. Zion would be everywhere—wherever the Church is. And with that change—one of the mighty changes of the last days—we no longer think of Zion as where we are going to live; we think of it as how we are going to live. 
I bless you as you strive to be pure in heart, offering yourselves as instruments in the hands of God for establishing Zion in these latter days everywhere you stand. END
The Call to Be Christ-like
Elder Jeffrey R. Holland June 2014 Ensign a CES devotional address, “Israel, Israel, God Is Calling,” delivered at Dixie State University September 9, 2012 (brief extracts only)
“In the history of Israel down through the ages, when things got too sinful or society became too secular or life with the Gentiles began undermining the moral code and commandments God had given, the children of the covenant would be sent fleeing into the wilderness to start all over and re-establish Zion and start all over again.

.

In Old Testament times, Abraham, the father of the covenant, had to flee for his life from Chaldea—literally Babylonia—in his quest for a consecrated life in Canaan, which we now call the Holy Land (see Abraham 2:3–4). But it wasn’t many generations before the descendants of Abraham lost their Zion and were in bondage in far-off, pagan Egypt (see Exodus 1:7–14). So Moses had to be raised up to lead the children of promise into the wilderness again.
Not many centuries later, a story of special interest to us unfolded when one of those Israelite families, headed by a prophet named Lehi, was commanded to flee Jerusalem because, alas, Babylon was again at the door! (See 1 Nephi 2:2.) Little did they know that they were going to an entirely new continent to establish a whole new concept of Zion (see1 Nephi 18:22–24). And little did they know that such an exodus had already happened with a group of their forefathers called the Jaredites (see Ether 6:5–13)…….”

“I remind you of one last flight. It was that of our own Church, led by our own prophets, leading our own religious ancestors. With Joseph Smith being hounded through the states of New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Missouri, and finally being murdered in Illinois, we were to see the latter-day re-enactment of Israel’s children again seeking a place of seclusion. President Brigham Young (1801–77), the American Moses, as he has been admiringly called, led the Saints to the valleys of the mountains….” 

Zion; The promised land; The New Jerusalem. For more than 4,000 years of covenantal history, this has been the pattern: Flee and seek. Run and settle. Escape Babylon. Build Zion’s protective walls. Until this our day.
Build Zion Where You Are
One of the many unique characteristics of our dispensation is the changing nature of how we establish the kingdom of God on earth. This dispensation is a time of mighty, accelerated change. And one thing that has changed is that the Church of God will never again flee. It will never again leave Ur in order to leave Haran in order to leave Canaan in order to leave Jerusalem in order to leave England in order to leave Kirtland in order to leave Nauvoo in order to go who knows where. No, as Brigham Young said for us all, “We have been kicked out of the frying-pan into the fire, out of the fire into the middle of the floor, and here we are and here we will stay.” 

Of course, that statement became a statement for members of the Church all over the world. In these last days, in our dispensation, we have become mature enough to stop running. We have become mature enough to plant our feet and our families and our foundations in every nation, kindred, tongue, and people permanently. Zion is everywhere—wherever the Church is. And with that change, we no longer think of Zion as where we are going to live; we think of it as how we are going to live.
Lesson number one for the establishment of Zion in the 21st century: You never check your religion at the door.” “In the 21st century we cannot flee any longer. We are going to have to fight for laws and circumstances and environments that allow the free exercise of religion and our franchise in it. That is one way we can tolerate being in Babylon but not of it.”

“No, we can’t do everything, but we can do something. And in answer to God’s call, the children of Israel are the ones to do it—not to flee Babylon this time but to attack it”
“I bless you as you strive to be pure in heart, offering yourselves as instruments in the hands of God for establishing Zion in these latter days everywhere you stand.” END

SOME NOTES ON THESE TALKS BY ELDER HOLLAND
Elder Holland did not use any scriptures from the Doctrine and Covenants to support his doctrine on Zion and never fleeing again. 
Elder Holland states the following: 

“For more than 4,000 years of covenantal history, this has been the pattern: Flee and seek. Run and settle. Escape Babylon. Build Zion’s protective walls. Until this our day.”
“And one thing that has changed is that the Church of God will never again flee.”
“Brigham Young: “Here we are and here we will stay”. Of course, that statement became a statement for members of the Church all over the world.

Zion is everywhere—wherever the Church is. And with that change, we no longer think of Zion as where we are going to live,”
“In the 21st century we cannot flee any longer”
“Not to flee Babylon this time but to attack it”
“Establishing Zion in these latter days everywhere you stand.” END

What the Scriptures Teach

The Scriptures speak of the need to Flee to the New Jerusalem for safety and refuge
D&C 45:65-66, 68-69: “And with one heart and with one mind, gather up your riches that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called the New Jerusalem, a land of peace, a city of refuge, a place of safety for the saints of the Most High God…and it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not take his sword against his neighbour must needs flee unto Zion for safety and there shall be gathered unto it out of every nation under Heaven; and it shall be the only people that shall not be at war one with another.” 
D&C 63:32-33, 36-37: “I have sworn in my wrath, and decreed wars upon the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the wicked, and fear shall come upon every man. And the saints also shall hardly escape…. Wherefore, seeing that I, the Lord, have decreed all these things upon the face of the earth, I will that my saints should be assembled upon the land of Zion. And that every man should take righteousness in his hands and faithfulness upon his loins and lift a warning voice unto the inhabitants of the earth; and declare both by word and by flight that desolation shall come upon the wicked.” 

D&C 133:10-13: “Yea, let the cry go forth among all people: Awake and arise and go forth to meet the Bridegroom; behold and lo, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Prepare yourselves for the great day of the Lord. Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour. Let them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles flee unto Zion. And let them who be of Judah flee unto Jerusalem, unto the mountains of the Lord’s house.”

D&C 29:7-8: “And ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts. Wherefore the decree hath gone forth from the father that they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of the land, to prepare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.
Moses 7:60-62 extracts: “And the heavens shall shake, and also the earth; and great tribulations shall be among the children of men but my people will I preserve and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem.” 
Some Members in this Era are having to Flee their Homeland for Safety
The Bermudez family recently found it necessary to flee their home country, Honduras to escape the threat of violence from those demanding money. Brother Bermudez who had his own business served on the Bishopric of his ward. They fled Honduras and moved into my home ward in England in 2019. They have now been granted asylum because of the threat of violence from one of the many gangs in Honduras who were demanding money from them. This is not an isolated case when it comes to the nations of Central America. 

The following is another example of the need for some Latter Day Saints to Flee
Venezuelan refugee describes dramatic escape, finding home in Utah https://www.deseretnews.com/article/900066831/venezuelan-refugee-describes-dramatic-escape-finding-home-in-utah.html 20 Apr 2019 Deseret News (extracts)

SOUTH JORDAN — The first time Antonio Ortega saw Utah's Wasatch Mountains, he said he understood what Brigham Young felt when he pronounced, "This is the place."

Fleeing danger in Venezuela, Ortega arrived in the U.S. in 2014 seeking political asylum after standing up against growing corruption in his government under President Nicolas Maduro.

He left his own IT business and a comfortable life, finding himself in Ogden on the couch of a former companion from his mission for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

He didn't speak English. He had next to nothing.

"Life was nice and good, until (Hugo) Chavez was continuously developing his revolution," and communistic principles were being introduced from Cuba, Ortega said.

"And then things in the country started to go wrong, and every year was worse and worse and getting worse, so that's kind of how life was," he recalled.

In 2014, after years of "threats and intimidation" from security forces and the "collective" — or military groups that "inflict terror on the population' to keep the people submissive — tensions escalated.

"It is very difficult to live there," Ortega explained.

On July 3, 2014, a group of people showed up in front of his house near midnight and started throwing things at his home, shouting threats like, "Traitor, we're here to kill you," Ortega recalled. They then poured gasoline in his yard and set it on fire. 
There are now around 10,000 Venezuelan immigrants in Utah, according to Ortega.

More than 3 million Venezuelan migrants have left the country in recent years — largely on foot, according to news reports. "They walk distances that are longer than the distances that the Mormon pioneers had to walk from New York to Salt Lake," Ortega said.
During the recent blackouts, one of his brothers in Venezuela died. He wasn't sick, Ortega said, but he suffered a stroke and went to a hospital, where the doctors couldn't help him because there was no power. "He agonized and died in front of them, and nobody could do anything."

"Venezuelans never, ever used to be moving to different countries. We were very happy with all the famous (baseball) players and famous Miss Universes that we have … and very beautiful beaches and places to go, and nice people. And then everything is gone. It's no longer the country when I was a kid."
Note: Many Latter Day Saints have fled various nations in South America due to the threats of violence from criminals. Latter Days in Ukraine have also fled to other nations in Europe to escape the war with Russia. 
Elder Joseph Fielding Smith said: “Nearly 100 (now over 170) have passed since the site of Zion was dedicated and the spot for the temple was chosen, and some of the members of the church seem to be fearful lest the word of the Lord shall fail. Others have tried to convince themselves that the original plan has been changed and that the Lord does not require at our hands this mighty work, which has been predicted by the prophets of ancient times. We have not been released from this responsibility, nor shall we be. The word of the Lord will not fail.” Doctrines of Salvation Vol. 3:78-79 
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